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Kiosk
Sat., Dec. 1

Andrew Schoneberg Duo
Grand Avenue Deli
1-2:45 PM, Free
375-7474
•

Through Sun., Dec. 2
Holiday Open House
AFRP Treasure Shop
Reception Fri. 5-7 PM
649-0657

•
Mon., Dec. 3

Water Town Hall Meeting
Ratepayers First/
Citizens for Public Water
Sally Griffin Center, 7 PM

•
Dec. 3, Jan. 7

Just Kids! - 14

Planting trees - Page 7

Pacific Grove’s

Teen Gaming Night at the Library
5:30-7:30 p.m.
For ages 12-18
831-648-5762

Times

•

Fri., Dec. 7

Living Nativity Presentation
Carmel Presbyterian Church
5:30 PM, Free
624-3878

•
Fri., Dec. 7

First Friday
Poems of Inspiration
Under the Wishing Tree
6:30 PM, Artisana Gallery
307 Forest Ave.
Free

•
Sun., Dec. 9

Patron Show Drawing
PG Art Center, 2 P.m.
$50 Members, $75 Non-Members
375-2208

•

Sun., Dec. 9

Heaven’s Door Concert
Pacific Coast Church
7 P.m.
Tickets at Mindshop
$15, Seniors $12
372-2971

•

Sun., Dec. 9

Art Sale to Benefit AFRP
Zmak Creative Studio
3200 Crescent, Marina
11 AM-4 PM
333-1789, Ext. 15

•

Learn from the masters - Page 17
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A brooding sky, a
stormy sea....and a
rainbow. Taken in the
morning Wednesday
from the shore
between Pt. Pinos and
Asilomar, the whitecaps on the ocean
were not as menacing
as they appeared later
in the day when the
wind picked up and
caused cancellation
of the lighted boat
parade in Monterey.
More stormy weather
is predicted for the
next couple of days.
This photo is one of
several by Jeff Nixon,
who is at
jeffn42152@aol.com
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Promise of things to come

Sun., Dec. 16

“A Christmas Carol”
Performed by Howard Burnham
The Works, 677 Lighthouse Ave.
5:30 P.m., $10
•

Sun., Dec. 16

Holiday Songs and Stories
Indoor Forest Theatre, Carmel
2 P.m., $10
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CONSIDER THE SOURCE!

Final vote count is in

The final vote is in and counted, and
while it won’t be certified until Mon., Dec.
3, the end results for Pacific Grove have not
changed from election night.
Turnout countywide was about 75 percent. When the vote is certified, the exact
numbers of voters for Pacific Grove will be
revealed, but they will likely show that some
50 percent of voters who turned out actually
voted by mail.
PACIFIC GROVE MAYOR
Vote Count
Percent
BILL KAMPE
5,210
69.88%
Carmelita Garcia
2,246
30.12%
Total
7,456 100.00%
In 2010, running unopposed, Carmelita
Garcia received 5,092 votes.
PACIFIC GROVE CITY COUNCIL
(Top three)
Vote Count
Percent
CASEY LUCIUS 4,879
27.80%
ROBERT HUITT 4,285
24.41%
DAN MILLER
3,270
18.63%
Mary Norton
2,757
15.71%
Robert A. Pacelli
2,360
13.45%
Total
17,551 100.00%
In 2010, when they were running for
short term seats made vacant by resignations,
Robert Huitt received 3,941 votes and Dan

Miller received 4,018 votes. The other candidates – Lucius, Norton, and Pacelli – were
new to the race for City Council.
More people voted for the two Pacific
Grove measures on the ballot than for the
various candidates. Measure F, the measure which would have changed zoning
downtown Pacific Grove and allowed for a
bigger hotel on only the Holman site, saw
7,689 voters weigh in on the highly charged
question. It remains to be seen whether the
potential developer and property owner
will try again by presenting concrete plans
before attempting to obtain a zoning change.
Many voters indicated that they were not
opposed to a hotel on the property (a matter which has already been approved) but
that they wanted to see plans before voting
on a zoning change. Many also indicated
that they felt the matter should “go through
channels” with the Planning Commission
and Architectural Review Board before
zoning changes were requested. Results:
Measure F - City of Pacific Grove
Vote Count
Percent
Yes
3,204
41.67%
NO
4,485
58.33%
And more voters weighed in on Mea-

See VOTE Page 3

City considers closing
Police Dept. lobby
during graveyard shift

In the continuing effort to shave
costs, City officials are very close to
a decision on closing the lobby of the
Police Department on Pine Avenue
between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and
7:00 a.m.
The result would be saving the
cost of one person’s pay for that
period of time. And, says Cdr. John
Miller, that person’s duties – which
mostly consist of records management – would be spread over patrol
staff. Patrol staff would also have to
be trained on the software. Record
storage could then largely be done
in Seaside, which uses the same
software and which was part of the
impetus to share services with that
department.
The desk clerk is also responsible
for some monitoring activities, such
as the jail/holding cell, which would
then have to be done in Seaside as
well.
City Manager Tom Frutchey
could not be reached as he was out ill
and Police Chief Vickie Meyer could
not be reached, either.
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Christmas at The Inns: Asilomar

Chanticleer’s sumptuous blend of voices rings in the
season with profound, peaceful and joyous music

A Chanticleer Christmas
December 10-23
Dec 21, 6 pm & 8:30 pm
Carmel Mission
Also
* Berkeley * Oakland * San Francisco
* Petaluma * Sacramento * Santa Clara

Dates & tickets: www.chanticleer.org | 415.392.4400 | 800.407.1400

Adapted by Richard Hellesen
Directed by
Gary Bolen
Adapted by
Richard Hellesen
Music by
David DeBerry

December 6-23

Orchestrations by
Gregg Coffin

Based on the novella by Charles Dickens

Bruce Ariss Wharf Theatre, Monterey
Sunday, Dec. 16th - Post-show talkback with Gary Bolen, Richard Hellesen
& Cast Members following the matinee performance

MPC Box Office 831-646-4213 (Wed. - Fri. 3:00 - 7:00)
Online www.mpctheatre.com or TicketGuys.com/mpc

$25 Adult, $22 Senior, $15 Young Adult & Military, $10 Child under 15
Dinner & Theatre $36 $18 Online Purchase Adults/Seniors
$20 Advance by Phone Adults/Seniors
California State Park Staff at Asilomar Conference Center will give complimentary behind-the-scenes tours of Asilomar on December 5 and 6 at 4:15
p.m. Those taking the tour will meet at the Phoebe Hearst Social Hall at Asilomar. If you have also purchased a Christmas at the Inns ticket in addition,
show it to the tour guide and your name will be entered in a drawing sponsored
by Asilomar’s concessionaire Aramark. The winning name drawn will win entry
to Asilomar’s prestigious Winter Camp for Foodies weekend. The lucky winner
will be privy to the secrets of executive Chefs and their mouth-watering creations. If you don’t win the prize you can still purchase a ticket for the culinary
weekend of the year.

Pacific Grove Weekend Forecast

Friday

Saturday

30th

1st

Rain / Wind

61°
51°

Chance
of Rain

90%

WIND:
S at
23 mph

Light Rain

61°
56°

Chance
of Rain

70%

WIND:
S at
10 mph

Sunday

2nd

Rain / Wind

59°
42°

Chance
of Rain

80%

WIND:
WSW at
26 mph

Monday

3rd

Partly Cloudy

59°
48°

Chance
of Rain

20%

WIND
ESE at
4 mph

Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported by Jack Beigle at Canterbury Woods

Week ending 11/29/12..................................... .24
Total for the season....................................... 2.74
To date last year (2011)................................. 3.24
Cumulative average to this date.................... 3.42
Wettest year............................................................. 47.15
during rain year 7/1/97-6/30/98*
Driest year.................................................................. 9.87
during rain year 7/1/75-6/30/76*

Buy Tickets
Now!

Bring a NEW pair of child/young adult shoes or bag of non-perishable
food... and get one FREE Ticket to any Thursday performance.

Celebrating

5

$ 99

31 years!

Your
choice
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
KEY DUPLICATION
KNIVES SHARPENED
PAINT COLOR MATCHED
RENT...
Animal Traps, Drills, Staple Guns,
Plumbing Tools, Carpet Cleaning
Machines, Door Lock Drilling Kit

229 Forest Avenue

831-646-9144
Locally Owned
& Operated

To place legal notices call 831-324-4742.
We do the proof of publication.
We accept credit cards.
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pVOTE From Page 1
sure A than on the office of mayor, though
part of the reason may be that Pacific
Grove Unified School District encompasses Pebble Beach which makes voters there
eligible to vote on school district issues.
The campaign for Measure A, which
would have extended and increased the
current parcel tax targeted for instruction only was not nearly as contentious
as Measure F and came within a mere 28
votes of passing, at 66.37 percent. It would
have been called a landslide if it had only
needed a simple majority to pass but as it
involved a parcel tax, a super majority of
66.6 percent was required.
Measure A - Pacific Grove USD
Vote Count
Percent
Yes
6,102
66.37%
NO
3,092
33.63%
Total
9,194
100%
Two precincts are still being counted,
according to Rick Miller, Assistant Superintendent for Pacific Grove Unified School
District. Counting should be finished by

the end of Friday, Nov. 30.
With the voting this close – a matter of
14 “no” votes going the other way – there
is a possibility of a complete recount. It
would cost the district $3,600 to request a
recount, but if the result was a positive for
the District, there would be no charge by
County Elections. Conversely, if the District decided to try a third time to get the
measure passed, the cost would be $40,000
because the next election is an off-year.
Voters statewide did pass Proposition
30, which increases taxes on earnings over
$250,000 for seven years and sales taxes
by ¼ cent for four years, to fund schools.
Statistically, the proposition passed by a
wide margin: 6,724,506 votes or 55.1 percent for, 5,475,470 votes or 44.9 percent
against. The short result locally is that the
Pacific Grove Unified School District will
not lose close to $1 million, though it does
not stabilize or increase funding locally
and the school board continues to search
for funding mechanisms and ways to cut
expenditures.

MST awarded $3.7 million in grants

Monterey-Salinas Transit was awarded $3.7 million in grants under the Job Access
and Reverse Commute and New Freedom programs from Caltrans. The programs are
designed to help low-income people and those with disabilities to access employment
and employment-related activities such as job training and job interviews more easily.
This includes transporting people to employment opportunities in suburban areas and
city centers.
“We want to make it easier for people to get to work,” said Caltrans Director Malcolm Dougherty. “People who rely on transit will have more opportunities, and that’s
the point of a good transit system.”
The funds will be used for over a dozen projects including operating assistance
on services that link the community with employment hubs and employment services;
new direct service between Monterey and Santa Cruz; mobility services for seniors
and persons with disabilities; increased mobility management programs including senior shuttles, discount taxi voucher programs, and transportation services for persons
needing dialysis and other medical services; and, capital assistance for the purchase of
additional vehicles.
For more information, visit www.mst.org or call MST toll free at 1-888-MSTBUS1. Follow MST on Twitter at www.twitter.com/mst_bus for the latest service alerts.

Ratepayers First sponsors
town hall meeting on water

Ratepayers First/Citizens for Public Water is sponsoring a town hall meeting at 7
p.m. on December 3 to provide information and obtain public input on the desirability
and feasibility of the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (or some other
government entity) acting as the sponsor for a water desalination plant.
The Ratepayers organization believes citizens will see lower water bills if a government entity like the Water District sponsors the desalination plant. A government entity
will be able to issue bonds at a much lower interest rate than a for-profit company like
CalAm, and will not have to pay the eight percent profit that CalAm currently takes
from customer charges. Over the life of the desalination plant the savings on interest
payments and profits could amount to millions of dollars.
The public is invited to the meeting to learn in more detail about the desirability
of a publicly-owned desalination plant and to express opinions on this vital community
matter.
The meeting will be held at the Sally Griffin Center at 700 Jewell Ave.
Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a
legal newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010.
It is published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Fri. and is available at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.
Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Copy Editor: Michael Sizemore
News: Marge Ann Jameson, Peter Mounteer, Al Saxe
Graphics: Shelby Birch
Regular Contributors: Ben Alexander • Mary Arnold •
Jack Beigle • Roberta Campbell Brown • Jacquelyn Byrd •
Laura Emerson • Rabia Erduman • Jon Guthrie •
John C. Hantelman • Kyle Krasa • Travis Long • Amy Coale Solis •
Rhonda Farrah • Dorothy Maras-Ildiz •
Neil Jameson • Richard Oh • Jean Prock • Katie Shain • Dirrick Williams
Advertising: Mary Ann Meagher
Photography: Peter Mounteer, Al Saxe
Distribution: Kellen Gibbs, Peter Mounteer, Duke Kelso
• Website: Harrison Okins

831.324.4742 Voice
831.324.4745 Fax

editor@cedarstreettimes.com
Email subscriptions: subscribe@cedarstreettimes.com
Calendar items to: cedarstreettimes@gmail.com
website: www.cedarstreetimes.com
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Marge Ann Jameson

Cop log

They weren’t kidding about the “No Parking” sign

Vehicles towed after proper posting for special event:
Ocean View Blvd.
Lighthouse Ave.
Caledonia St.
17th St.

False alarms

On Lighthouse, an alarm was activated by bad weather. It was registered.
On Central Ave., an alarm was accidentally activated by an employee.
An alarm sounded on Fountain Ave. When officers arrived, the person
there gave the proper access code.
An unregistered alarm malfunctioned and sounded on Patterson Lane.
An alarm sounded on Hillcrest Ct. Everything seemed to be secure.

Rash of lost or stolen debit cards

A person reported someone used her ATM information at a store in San
Francisco. The store will hopefully provide video footage of the person using
the card.
Fraudulent use of a debit card belonging to someone on Funston.
Fraudulent use of a debit card belonging to someone on Ransford
Fraudulent use of a debit card of another person on Funston.
Fraudulent use of a debit card belonging to a person on Lighthouse Ave.
Fraudulent use of a MasterCard belonging to a person on Maple St. The
card was used in Stanford, CA.

Banging their head against the wall?

A person reported the neighbor was making a banging noise against the
shared wall of their respective apartments. When the police arrived the noise
had stopped.

Shattered window

A resident found the bedroom window shattered when they returned home.
No suspects.

Another shattered window

This time the person was at home on 19th St. when they heard glass breaking and found the front window broken. No suspects.

Hole in a window

A small hole was found in a street level window on Spazier, possibly
from a BB gun.

Broken car window

A person on Shafter said someone smashed the window to her car and
stole stuff.

Lost and found. Or not.

A person lost her bag during the Half Marathon and it was later found,
turned in, and returned to her.
A wallet was found at a restaurant at Country Club Gate but the officer
was unable to locate an address or phone number. A possible Facebook connection was found, however.
A person reported losing a silver necklace with dangly, etched rectangles.
A person said they lost their camera at Caledonia Park at a family function. In May or June. Um...

Phone threat

A person reported getting a threatening phone call from an unknown
female.

Phone compromised

A person reported that someone had gotten into her cell phone and changed
the settings. The phone company couldn’t show that her phone account had
been compromised.

The case of the pinging phone

A cell phone was turned in to the police station and it started pinging in
the evidence locker. Turns out the parents of the owner were using a GPS to
find it and that made it ping.

Found flag

A flag was found on City property, but the City says it isn’t theirs.

Bark Bark Bark

Well, not exactly bark bark bark. More like terrorizing.
A person on Bentley report that the neighbor’s dogs kept getting loose
and breaking into her yard, and that she was afraid of the dogs. The Animal
Control Officer put them back but they got out again. End of story, the owner
of the dogs agreed to reinforce the fence to contain the dogs.

Bark Bark Bark

On Balboa, the new dog in town barks all night and day. Police are looking into it.

Disrespecting your elders

Three juveniles were impeding traffic while skateboarding and an adult
told them to move along. They became disrespectful and the adult didn’t take
kindly to that. The police asked him to call them next time and not to engage
the juveniles.

No license, apparently no car seat

A person was stopped on Sunset for having a small child in the front seat.
Turns out he didn’t have a license. He was cited and the car was parked. No
indication of what happened to the small child in the front seat but we can
surmise...

No license, no seat belt

A person was stopped on Pine Ave. for not wearing a seat belt and having front tinted windows. Turns out their out-of-state license was suspended
and there was a warrant for her arrest. She was arrested for the warrant and
released on citation.
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Jon Guthrie

High Hats & Parasols
Dear Readers: Please bear in mind that historical articles such as “High Hats &
Parasols” present our history — good and bad — in the language and terminology
used at the time. The writings contained in are quoted from Pacific Grove/Monterey
publications from 100 years in the past. Please also note that any items listed for sale
in “High Hats” are “done deals,” and while we would all love to see those prices
again, people also worked for a dollar a day back then. Thanks for your understanding.

The News … from 100 years ago.

Museum considering credit for lecture courses

The program for the quarterly meeting of the Pacific Grove Museum Association,
held on November 11th at the Women’s Civic Club Hall, was one of extraordinary interest. Formal business matters were much abridged to give way to a presentation by Dr.
Harold Heath of Stanford. Dr. Heath intends to present a relief map of the sea bottom
of Monterey Bay that he has been personally engaged in making for the Department
of Marine Natural History of the Museum.
Prof. Alvin Seale then gave an illustrated talk on some features of life around
the Philippine Islands. Mrs. Seale read letters of correspondence formerly written
from Manila to friends in Pacific Grove while she wore various Igorrotte1 costumes
of island women and explained the descriptions contained in the narrative.
As part of the business meeting, the museum group will consider whether
to issue certificates of completion to indicate successfully completing the course. If
agreed to, Mrs. Anna G. Eastman, secretary, will be in charge of issuing the certificates.

Morgan is the best man for the job. 312 18th street, Pacific Grove.
• Teachers from Grove schools will be standing by in their classrooms Thursday to
meet with any parent interested in learning how their children are faring academically.
• Yes, it is up to you! Save as little as $1 weekly in the Bank of Pacific Grove. Insure
a bright future for you and your family!

Author’s Notes

1 A South Pacific island group.
2 Hilltown was a sparse and rowdy settlement located on the Salinas River near what
is now the Salinas-Monterey highway.
3 “Fat” did not refer to the girth of the actress, but to the meatiness of the role.
References: Pacific Grove Review, Monterey Daily Cypress, Del Monte Weekly,
Salinas Index, Monterey County Post, Bullions’ Grammar (1890

Bowen’s regiment coming to Grove

Next Saturday, Colonel W. H. C. Bowen of the 12th United States Infantry, will
encamp with his men over Thursday and Friday at Hilltown enroute to the Presidio of
Monterey and Pacific Grove. The military unit hopes to put down some of the shenanigans being pulled by rowdies around Hilltown.2 It is said that travelers are afraid
to pass through Hilltown by night. The group commenced its march in Watsonville
where the troop will return after completing the circle. Their presence will be a large
part of the entertainment of the progressive and lively weekend apple celebration.
While in the Grove, Col. Bowen and some of his gallant officers will deliver talks.
The soldiers will also present displays with their armaments.

San Diego County may turn Progressive

Long considered one of the few remaining strongholds of “Standpat Power” and
the personal political bailiwick of John D. Spreckels, San Diego County has undergone
an adequate revolution revealed since the recent election. A good, round plurality for
Roosevelt and Johnson was received during the voting. The enthusiasm was so intense
as to indicate a landslide. Mr. C. N. Andrews, who was president of the Woodrow
Wilson club before the May primary, attended the meeting and declared his allegiance
to the Progressive party and its standard bearers. Old-time Democrats and Republicans also scored in sufficient numbers to align themselves with the leaders of the new
movement. Interest continues to grow.

Loads of fun for all

The Third California Apple Annual will open wide its doors to the people of the
state on Friday, next. On that day (and the two remaining days) unconfined pleasure
and edification await all who visit Watsonville. Lieutenant Governor Wallace will be
there and such dignitaries as Mayor Rolph of San Francisco, Mayor Mott of Oakland,
and Mayor Monahan of San Jose. President Moore of the NorCal Exposition and
President Collier of the Los Angeles Exhibition will grace the show with their presence.
United States troops and marines from cruisers and submarines laid-to in the harbor
will display daily drills. Four bands will furnish music during the day and music for
dancing at night. Visitors outside the Apple Annual grounds will enjoy horse racing,
fast baseball, and other amusements.
Watsonville invites the state to come within its doors and be entertained.

East Lynne at the Monterey Theater this weekend

Much interest is being taken in the production of East Lynne this weekend by
the Newman-Foltz Theater company. East Lynne is without doubt the most popular
play that has been produced in the last fifty years. Other plays spring into favor for a
season or two and then pass from public interest and fade from memories. However,
East Lynne seems to be just as popular today as it was with our grandparents when
they were children.
Miss Foltz, who will play the leading role, Lady Isabelle, has gained more game
in this part that any other leading woman on the coast. On two different occasions,
she has been selected to play this part and she knows it well.
Miss McMullin will also be seen in a very fat3 comedic role, one in which she has
appeared a number of times with great success.
Those who are contemplating attending should also be aware that the two stars
will be appearing in a number of gorgeous gowns, as modern and enviable as have
ever been seen by any locals.

And your cost is…

• The Southern Pacific has announced that the railroad is organizing a two-car, roundtrip excursion to Watsonville for the Apple Annual, Friday and Saturday, next.
Tickets will be placed on sale at 7 am this Saturday and sold throughout the week.
The cost is $4.40 per passenger, round. Sack lunches are available for $1.50
• Chas. T. Norton will notarize your documents. $1 per notarization.
• Removable cuffs. Cleaned, starched, ironed. Six cuffs for $1. Grove Laundry
company. Lighthouse at 12th. Connect to Red 43.

Snippets from here and there…

• Get in touch with Mr. F. E. Morgan to have your entire house painted and papered.

Forest Hill United Methodist Church
551 Gibson Ave., Services 9 AM Sundays
Rev. Richard Bowman, 831-372-7956
Pacific Coast Church
522 Central Avenue, 831-372-1942
Peninsula Christian Center
520 Pine Avenue, 831-373-0431
First Baptist Church of Pacific Grove
246 Laurel Avenue, 831-373-0741
St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
Central Avenue & 12 tsp.h Street, 831-373-4441
Community Baptist Church
Monterey & Pine Avenues, 831-375-4311
Peninsula Baptist Church
1116 Funston Avenue, 831-394-5712
St. Angela Merici Catholic Church

146 8th Street, 831-655-4160

Christian Church Disciples of Christ of Pacific Grove
442 Central Avenue, 831-372-0363
First Church of God
1023 David Avenue, 831-372-5005
Jehovah’s Witnesses of Pacific Grove
1100 Sunset Drive, 831-375-2138
Church of Christ
176 Central Avenue, 831-375-3741
Lighthouse Fellowship of Pacific Grove
PG Community Center, 515 Junipero Ave., 831-333-0636
Mayflower Presbyterian Church
141 14th Street, 831-373-4705
Central Presbyterian Church of Pacific Grove
325 Central Avenue, 831-375-7207
Seventh-Day Adventist Church of the Monterey Peninsula
375 Lighthouse Avenue, 831-372-7818
First United Methodist Church of Pacific Grove

915 Sunset @ 17-Mile Dr., Pacific Grove - (831) 372-5875
Worship: Sundays @ 10:00 a.m.
Congregation Beth Israel
5716 Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel (831) 624-2015
Chabad of Monterey
2707 David Avenue, Pacific Grove (831) 643-2770
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Arts and Events

Up and Coming
Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce

PG CHAMBER of CoMMERCE

19

tH

AnnuAl StillwEll’S
fun in tHE PARk

Saturday, december 1 ......... 10:00 a.m.

Caledonia Park in
downtown PG behind the Post Office will be the site
of a huge holiday
party. Lots of wintry fun for all! Featuring Santa’s arrival on a shiny PG
fire truck, Frosty
the Snowman, Snow Queen, hayrides, petting zoo & lots of entertainment. The hours
are from 10:00am- 4:00pm. More information:
831-373-3304 or www.pacificgrove.org.

City of PACifiC GRovE

CHRiStMAS tREE
liGHtinG CEREMony

monday, december 3 ............... 5:30 P.m.
Festivities at Jewell Park include
live
entertainment by school
bands and choruses,
followed
by caroling and
refreshments at
Chautauqua Hall
and Santa’s first visit! The tree lighting begins
at 5:30pm. More info: 831-373-3304 or www.
pacificgrove.org.

PG CHAMBER of CoMMERCE

SAntA’S CHRiStMAS PARty
monday, december 3 ................ 6:00 Pm

Enjoy holiday refreshments, live
entertainment,
dance
show,
school
bands
and visit Santa
in his village in
Chautauqua Hall,
corner of Central
Avenue and 16th
Street. www.pacificgrove.org.

PG CHAMBER of CoMMERCE

CHRiStMAS At tHE innS

ASiloMAR CEntEnniAl CElEBRAtion
tueS. & wed., dec. 4 & 5 .......... 6:00 P.m.

Visit 10 bed & breakfast inns decorated for
the holidays in Victorian-era splendor. Limited
number of tickets sold. Entertainment and
light refreshments served. For information &
tickets, call: 831-373-3304.

PG CHAMBER of CoMMERCE

11tH AnnuAl HolidAy
PARAdE of liGHtS

tHurSday, december 6 ............ 6:00 P.m.
Lighted parade will feature marching bands,
holiday floats, dance teams, equestrian
groups, and of course, Santa Claus. After the
parade, stores will remain open for Holiday
shopping & wagon rides, photos with Santa
& carolers. More info: 831-373-3304 or www.
pacificgrove.org.

ARtHRitiS foundAtion

JinGlE BEll Run/wAlk

Saturday, december 8 ........... 8:00 a.m.
In cooperation with
the Monterey Chapter of the Arthritis Foundation of
Northern California,
the Pacific Grove
Chamber of Commerce will sponsor
a 5K race at Lovers Point. Jingle Bell Run/
Walk® is a fun, festive event for the whole family! Put on your reindeer antlers and your running shoes and come join us for some holiday
cheer. The race will raise funds to support the
Arthritis Foundation. More information, contact
Alex Fallon at 831-620-1699.

JiM GuntER PRESEntS

AnnuAl ModEl tRAin SHow

Sat. & Sun., dec. 8 & 9 ........................... 10:00 a.m.
American Tin Cannery, Model Train Show layout for children to enjoy. Displays and demonstration of the largest
collection of model trains. For more information, 831-372-

8193.

Renew Your Spirit
& Your Lifestyle!

Your place nestled on the coast
651 Sinex Ave. • Pacific Grove

831-657-4193

www.canterburywoods-esc.org

246 Forest Ave. • 831-372-6250

702 Lighthouse Avenue • (831) 373 - 7543

510 Lighthouse Ave. • 831-920-2022

From Tony, Mike,
Sara and Brandi at
207 16th Street, Suite 300
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

831-649-3363

www.centralcoastseniorservices.com

HOLIDAY SPECIAL $74.95 & UP*
HomeTown Service Since 1979
www.grandaveflooring.com

831-372-0521

831.373.4771
www.LOVERSPOINTINNPG.com

*EXPIRES 1/31/13, NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

Pacific Grove Hardware • Pacific Grove Cleaners • Pacific Grove Optometric Center

For more information, call: 831-373-3304

• www.pacificgrove.org
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It’s bread-making weather

It’s clear we have moved into the
rainy season as it pours down rain, while
I cozy up next to a nice fire to write this
message. Many don’t like the rainy season
but I really love it and enjoy this time of
year very much. I also enjoy homemaking
and baking my special sourdough bread
this time of year. I love the beautiful aroma
that fills the house, how it creates such a
warm and special place to call home and
knowing my family is eating delicious and
highly nutritious bread unlike anything on
the market.
Along with enjoying the season
there is something special happening…
As many of you know I have worked all
year developing a signature program and
curriculum called the Sustainable Homemaking 8 week program. The Sustainable
Homemaking 8 week program empowers
families to stay healthy naturally, support sustainability and to save time and
money while keeping healthy meals on
the table. This week we are beginning
the Sourdough Bread Baking segment of
the course. I am really looking forward to
sharing sourdough bread baking with the
ladies enrolled and look forward to them
baking wholesome, homemade, highly
digestible bread at home for their families.
If you have been to your local bread
aisle in the grocery market lately, you
are probably very aware of all the extra,
unwanted and unnecessary ingredients in
commercial bread nowadays. It is difficult
to escape the corn syrup and sugar most of
all. The reason they use these undesirable
ingredients is so the can make the bread
rise as quickly as possible. Commercial
bread has a very short rising period, while
a long rise or proving period is beneficial
for the digestibility and nutritional value
of bread. In my opinion this quick rise
method is one of the reasons people
struggle with digesting wheat.
The most common issues people
have about bread in general are gluten
sensitivity, the price, Candida yeast and all
the undesirable ingredients used in bread
making. Long rise sourdough bread is a
cultured product containing lactobacillus

Amy Coale Solis MH

Sustainable Homemaking
(probiotic) therefore beneficial in keeping
Candida yeast in check, Its highly digestible and often tolerated by gluten sensitive
individuals, is free of GMO high fructose
corn syrup, other unnecessary additives
and it’s inexpensive to make at home.
From my experience with gluten
sensitivity I have found long rise sourdough bread a very good match for myself
in terms of digestibility. I also find my
method simple, magical and delightful
to prepare.
Many think of bread baking as a time
consuming and difficult task, or many
often remember unpleasant hard bread
from their childhood, that was completely
unappealing and how they could not wait
to grow up and purchase that soft white
bread from the grocery market. I have
found homemade sourdough bread is
simple to make, very rewarding in many
ways and super delicious.
Sourdough bread baking is an old
world trade and has been made for thousands of years. By sustaining a mother
culture to leaven or rise the bread, it is self
rising, meaning it does not require commercial yeast to make the bread rise. When
you make your own sourdough bread you
have complete control of the ingredients
and you can get away from sugar, corn
syrup and many other unnecessary ingredient added to commercial bread to make it
rise faster. This also allows plenty of time
for a long rise and in return creates highly
digestible and nutritious bread. A long rise
is important to allow plenty of time for
the glutens to break down properly and
for culturing to occur. Sourdough bread is
a cultured product and this increases the
vitamins and minerals, as well as makes
them better available for the system to

Transform your negative beliefs. . .
transform your life.
Rabia Erduman, CHT, CMP, RPP, CST
Author of Veils of Separation

831-277-9029
www.wuweiwu.com

Transpersonal Hypnotherapy • Reiki
Craniosacral Therapy • Polarity Therapy
Nervous System Healing • Trauma Release
CDs: Chakra Meditation, Relaxation, Meditation, Inner Guides

absorb. Sourdough is also complex and
lower on glycemic index, supporting
healthy blood sugar levels.
Are you ready to learn how to prepare
homemade sourdough bread for your
household? Trying to learn it all on your
own can be time and money consuming,
trust me, I’ve been there. I would love
share my method with you and look forward to your being as fulfilled as I am by
preparing this healthy, wholesome, highly
digestible bread at home for you and your
family.
Amy Solis, Master Herbalist, C.N.C.,
Certified Health Specialist; I live in the

beautiful Santa Cruz -Monterey Bay area
with my husband. We are living our dream
of a quiet, healthy, holistic lifestyle. I work
from home supporting conscious and spiritual women to stay healthy naturally, save
time, money and support sustainability
while keeping healthy meals on the table
through my Sustainable Homemaking
8-Week Correspondence Course. I raise
dairy goats for milk, cheese, and yogurt;
hens for eggs; tend the garden; and bake
homemade sourdough bread. I keep our
staple meals planned and prepared for
home, family—as well as teach others
how to live, run, and maintain balanced,
healthy, holistic, sustainable, economical
meals and households.
The Sustainable Homemaking 8-Week
Correspondence Course began November
1, 2012. Stay healthy naturally, support
sustainability and save time and money
while keeping healthy meals on the table.
Meal Planning, Sourdough Bread Baking,
Cultured Foods and Home Cheese-Making. www.SustainableHomemaking.com.

Pacific Grove Acupuncture
www.pacificgroveacupuncture.com

(831) 393-4876

150 15th St., downtown PG

Acupuncture • Herbal Medicine
Fall Special 50% Coupon New Patients
Providing Effective and Gentle Treatment for...
• Pain, Arthritis, Headache
• Low Back, Neck, Sciatica
• Insomnia, Stress, Anxiety
• Menopause, ED, Infertility
Nov.3rd Seminar 10:00 -1:00
• Monterey Medicinal Herbs
• Qigong Walking for anti-cancer

Jacquelyn Van Deusen-Byrd
Acupuncturist, Herbalist

November 30, 2012 • CEDAR STREET

Times • Page 7

Your Achievements
PG Community High School Students

Peeps

Saving Our Forest: Year Two
By Al Saxe
Buoyed by last year’s success in their
tree restoration efforts, community High
Students are stepping up their efforts to
bring back our forest. The Monterey pines
planted last year by the students have taken
root and are beginning to outgrow the
protective shields that helped them survive
their first year. Community High Students
are now in the process of replacing the
shields with poles and wire that will afford
the young pines protection from deer and
foot traffic for the next few years. The
plastic shields removed from the first year
seedlings will be reused when the students
plant this year’s seedlings.
The tree planting project has
received assistance from the City Of
Pacific Grove with the recent purchase
of wire, tree poles, and tree ties. The
funds for these necessary items were
made possible by utilizing monies
donated to the trees for PG Project.
It is hoped that the poles and wiring
will be installed by the end of January
2013. Special thanks to the Pebble
Beach Company for their gift of pine
seedlings which help jump start the
students project the past two years.
Thanks are also due to Asilomar State
Park environmentalist Cindy and Bill
Garner for their generous assistance.
Phase three of the tree planting
project will start in January. The community High students will shift their
focus to the school’s greenhouse
where they will begin to cultivate their
own Monterey Pine seedlings. Healthy
Monterey Pines, located in different
areas of our town, will be identified and
collected. The cones will be individually placed in a microwave oven on
the high setting for approximately one
minute. This will cause the pine cones
to open exposing fifty or more seeds.
The seeds will be placed in a container
of water. Those that float to the top will
be discarded. The remaining seeds will
be collected. Eventually the students
will plant these small seeds in eight
inch tubes filled with a special blend
of sand, peat moss and other nutrients
developed for the seeds propagation.
Under the watchful eyes and loving
care of the students the seeds will
become seedlings. The young seedlings will stay in the greenhouse for a
few months. They will then be placed
outside to acclimatize to the area’s
climate prior to planting. Eventually
the Students will be able to grow up
to two thousand seedlings a year for
replanting by other students or com-

munity groups.
While the students at the Pacific
Grove Community High School and
their lead teacher Brad Woodyard
are leading the way to save our forest
they can only do so much. Community
clubs, organizations, or individual citizens that can donate an afternoon or
a morning helping the students would
be appreciated. The Pacific Grove
Community High School Students
mantra of our town, our forest our
future deserves to be our mantra as
well. With your help it well. If you would
like to help restore our urban forest
please call 333-6046 for additional
information.

$5 off
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& ASILOMAR CONFERENCE GROUNDS’

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

Tuesday & Wednesday, December 4 & 5 • 6-9 p.m.

A tour of 10 Bed & Breakfast Inns
1 Ticket • 2 Nights • $20 donation

Inspiration
“Do all the good you can by all
the means you can in all the ways
you can at all the times you can
in all the places you can to all the
people you can as long as ever
you can.”

– Anonymous

Submitted by Marilyn Mae Bell

ENTER TO wIN AN INCLUSIvE wEEk-END
Asilomar Conference Grounds’ Winter Camp for Foodies in January

TickeTs: Pacific Grove chamber of commerce

584 Central Avenue • Pacific Grove • 831-373-3304 • pacificgrove.org
sPoNsor:
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for Holiday Mail for Heroes
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Carl’s Jr. restaurants in Monterey, King City and Salinas are showing their
support for Red Cross Services to the Armed Forces programs, by raising money
and giving the public an opportunity to sign holiday cards as part of the Red Cross
Holiday Mail for Heroes campaign.
In May 2012, the local restaurants raised $7,500 for the Monterey Bay Area
Chapter of the Red Cross, through Carl’s Jr.’s national Stars for Heroes program, a
fund-raising campaign to support military veterans, families and communities.
Carl’s Jr. acknowledged the money raised for the Red Cross during a check
presentation on Nov. 17 in Salinas. During the event, the public will have a chance
to sign cards for service members as part of the Red Cross Holiday Mail for Heroes
campaign. Participants will also receive a coupon for a free Famous Star hamburger.
Card signing events took place Nov. 10 in Monterey and Nov. 17 in King City.
Each year, the American Red Cross Holiday Mail for Heroes campaign delivers
holiday cards to veterans, military families and active-duty service members at hospitals and installations around the world. To learn more about the campaign, visit:
www.redcross.org/support/get-involved/holiday-mail-for-heroes
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T he Finest G o u r m e t Pi z z a
We Bake or You Bake

Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust
Must present current coupon to get
discount. Not combinable with other offers.

EXPIRES 12-30-12

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111
1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)
Mon-Thu 4-9:30p.m. • Fri-Sat 11-10p.m. • Sun 12-9:30p.m.

www.pizza-myway.com

Monterey Library to host integrative
medicine talk Dec. 10
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Dr. Bill Benda will speak on “Integrative Medicine 2012 − Where Have
We Come over the Last 10 Years?” at the Monterey Public Library, on Monday, December 10, 6 - 7:30 p.m., in the Library Community Room.
Health care has changed dramatically over the past decade, and so has the
alternative/holistic/integrative arena. Therapies, research, education, and business are now mainstream, along with the political pressures being mainstream
brings. Learn how to navigate the maze of marketing and hype of alternative/
integrative medicine and choose the path appropriate for your individual
needs.
This lecture is part of “The Next Chapter: Designing Your Ideal Life”
lecture series which covers health and well-being, planning for the future, following one’s spirit and other interesting topics for the second half of life. This
program series is sponsored by the Friends of the Monterey Public Library
and the Monterey Public Library Endowment Committee.
Adults are invited to attend and admission is free. Seating reservations
are required. Call 646-5632 or email thelongchu@ci.monterey.ca.us. The
Monterey Public Library is located at 625 Pacific Street, Monterey.
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Try Our Gift Certificates

(They’re almost as good as the food!)

November & December Special
$50 Gift Certificate for $40
$75 Gift Certificate for $60
$100 Gift Certificate for $80
Call us for your holiday party needs!
Catering, Drop-Off or Pick-Up
401 Lighthouse Ave. (at Drake)
New Monterey
www.henrysfamousBBQ.com

j Cozy Indoor Dining

We are proud of the reputation
we have earned.
Ronald H. Siebe
47 Years of Service

Our vision is to be recognized as the most
professional, ethical and highest quality
funeral service provider on the Monterey
Peninsula. We always go the extra mile
in helping people. We are committed to
offering the highest level of service by
always listening and responding to the
needs of those we serve.

Fri., Nov. 30
Sat., Dec. 1
Sun., Dec. 2

5:00-7:00
10:00-4:30
11:00-4:00

Friday Preview features
Wine, Appetizers, and
Music by Felton & Michelle
Get started on your holiday
shopping and help the
animals at the same time!

160 Fountain Avenue, Pacific Grove

390 Lighthouse Avenue, PG

Call 831-375-4191

or visit
www.ThePaulMortuary.com

HOLIDAY TREASURE TROVE
OPEN HOUSE
Gifts for All Seasons, Tastes & Ages

831-646-6999
Pet Friendly Patio

Seventh Annual

FD-280

Antiques, Furniture, Jewelry, Designer & Vintage Clothing, Collctibles, and Much Much More!
For info and volunteer opportunities call Jane at 333-0491 or email gcr770@aol.com
All proceeds help support AFRP’s Rescue and Adoption Programs
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Arts and Events

Up and Coming
Holiday songs and stories
to be presented in Carmel

The public is invited to celebrate this holiday season in song and story on Sun., Dec.
16, at 2 p.m., at Carmel’s Indoor Forest Theatre, located at the corner of Santa Rita and
Mountain View. This lively and uplifting show features Christmas songs and carols sung
by Mary Lee Sunseri. Joining her will be classical harpist Lynda Jardine playing traditional songs. Renowned bard Taelen Thomas will perform Dylan Thomas’s masterpiece,
“A Child’s Christmas in Wales,” along with stirring tellings of the true stories behind other
Holiday classics. This event is co-produced by Pacific Repertory Theatre. Admission is $10.

“I’ll Be Home for Christmas,” a musical
coming to First Presbyterian Church

Art Center Patrons’ Show
drawing Dec. 9

The Pacific Grove Art Center’s Annual Fundraising Exhibition, the Patrons’ Show,
will be held Sunday, December 9 at 2 p.m. at the Center at 568 Lighthouse Ave. The
show will feature donations of fine art that will be awarded to ticket holders. The number
of tickets sold will be equal to the number of pieces donated to ensure that each ticket
holder will win a piece of original art.
Ticket sales are in progress and continue during the Center’s office hours until the
day of the drawing. Tickets are $50 for members and $75 for non-members. Included
will be oils, watercolors, photography, fabric art and more. Ticket holders must be
present to win.
See www.pgartcenter.org for more information or call 375.2208

A musical will be performed at First Presbyterian Church of Monterey on Fri., Dec.
7 and Sat., Dec. 8 at 7:30 p.m. A final matinee performance will be on Sun., Dec. 9 at
2:00 p.m. Admission is free, but donations will be accepted and child care is provided.
Reservations are recommended. Call 831.373.3031.
“I’ll Be Home For Christmas”, a musical about family and hope in the “Golden
Days of Radio,” takes place during 10 days in December, 1941. It is a heart-warming
story of a family and their love of radio. They experience the joys and trials of a family
trying to make sense of the Christmas season when worldwide war appears to be “just
around the corner.” All ages will enjoy the jazzy sounds of the big band era, punctuated
with music based on familiar Christmas carols.
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Sounds of the Season!

Monterey Peninsula Voices’ Concert
Monterey Peninsula Voices, formerly
the Monterey Peninsula Choral Society,
presents their annual winter concert,
Sounds of the Season!, featuring a program of humorous holiday songs; stirring,
moving pieces; and finishing with a grand
and exciting song. The concert is set for
Dec. 18 at 8:00 p.m. at the Sunset Center,
San Carlos at 9th Avenue, Carmel. Tickets
are $25 for adults and $15 for children 16
and under. They may be purchased online
through Sunset Center Box Office or by
calling 831 601-8577. www.sunsetcenter.
org. For more information call 831 6590436.
Sean Boulware, conductor, describes
the concert: “The music from our upcoming holiday concert, “Sounds of the

Season” is filled with so many different
feelings and moods. The focus of this
concert honors holiday traditions as well as
entering into some new music that will set
the mood for an amazing holiday season.
We hope to unite our community in song
and spirit and usher in the music and feelings we all cherish this time of the year.”
The program includes humor: “She
Goes Shopping for Gucci” and “The 12
Days After Christmas” as well as stirring
and thought provoking music: “All My
Heart, On This Night Rejoices!” by Z.
Randall Stroop. The stunning and exciting: “Gloria” by John Rutter with brass
and percussion. There is something for
everyone to love. These are the “Sounds
of the Season!”

Live entertainment at Plaza Linda

Live entertainment at Plaza Linda Restaurant & Cantina at 27 E. Carmel Valley
Road in Carmel Valley Village will include jazz by the Scotty Wright Trio at 7 p.m. on
Friday, November 23 and Singer/Songwriter Martin Shears on Saturday, November 24.
K. Mello & Mike Mahoney will perform acoustic music at 7 p.m. on Friday, November
30. Call 831-659-4229 for more information.

Writers’ open mic set for Dec. 20

The Holiday Writers’ Open Mic event will be held Thursday, December 20 at
the East Village Coffee Lounge at 498 Washington St. in Monterey at 5:30-7:30 p..m.
Writers’ Open Mic is a monthly event open to the public every third Thursday.
Anyone can come early and sign up for a five to seven minute reading from any genre:
prose, screenplay, poetry or essay. The open mic session follows 15-20 minutes from
a featured published reader.
December’s featured reader, Barbara Chamberlain, will be reading from her latest
mystery novel, “Slash and Turn,” the second book in the Jaden Steele Carmel Mystery
Series. Barbara, who previously worked at Harrison Memorial Library in Carmel, conceived the idea for the Jaden Steele Mysteries while taking walks through the village.
In a nutshell, the residents of Dolores Court in Carmel-By-The-Sea are thrilled to be
invited to the opening night performance of the “Nutcracker” by the Russian Kurloff
Ballet Company. The premiere night turns to terror when the director of the company
is murdered backstage. A killer is stalking company members and Jaden Steele fears
that the murderer used a knife stolen from her cutlery store, A Slice of Carmel. She
must find the murderer in the shadows.
Barbara has published many short stories. Recently, her story “Mall Santa” was
included in the Harlequin collection, “A Miracle Under the Christmas Tree.” She
is a professional storyteller and president of the Northern California division of the
National League of American Pen Women. “A Slice of Carmel” has been reviewed in
The National Pen women Magazine. In 2009 Barbara’s story for youth, “A Bowl of
Rice,” won first place in a Writer’s Digest Competition. Her juvenile historicals, “The
Prisoner’s Sword” and “Ride the West Wind,” based on Quakers coming to America,
were named recommended reading by the National Council of Teachers of English.
Interested listeners are always welcome. For questions, contact phanson@csumb.
edu, or call �601-9195.
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Should we continue to teach
cursive handwriting?
Tom Stevens

Guest Commentary
Explaining the formal iniative process
to void City’s “3-at-50” retirement plan

Otter Views
A 2014 deadline for standardizing
the nation’s public school curricula has
stakeholders revisiting an old dilemma.
Should “cursive” handwriting be taught in
schools, or not? The Monterey Herald ran
a recent Associated Press story weighing
the question, and now I’m puzzling over
it, too.
Most states reportedly want to hand
the handwriting decision to their various
school districts, which seems a prudent
course, if not a standardized one. A few
states – California, Georgia and Massachusetts among them – want cursive to be part
of a national language arts standard. Others
view it as a waste of instructional time.
There are arguments to be made
on both sides. The pro-cursive camp
maintains that mastering those loops and
swoops helps primary school kids hone
fine motor skills, read original sources,
develop their own written identities and
relate to cursive-writing forbearers.
Secondary school brings timed essay
tests that require handwritten responses
to discourage cybernetic cribbing. Some
teachers insist students can write the essays more swiftly and lucidly in cursive
than in block print. A few, like San Luis
Obispo High teacher Eldra Avery, reportedly re-teach “longhand” for that sole
purpose.
“They have to write three essays in
two hours,” Avery said of her 11th grade
students. “They need that speed. Most
of them learned cursive in second grade
and forgot about it. Their penmanship is
deplorable.”
Those opposed to teaching cursive
suggest that modern technology has made
“penmanship” as quaintly archaic as its
name. They point out that 21st century
written communication is keypad-based,
so typing instruction makes more sense
than teaching handwriting. If handwriting
is taught at all, they say, it should be block
printing, the format closest to digital text.
One fourth grade teacher suggests a
compromise: have kids learn to read cursive (for those original source documents)
but hand-write in print. “Students can be
just as successful with printing,” Dustin
Ellis of Simi Valley told AP. “When a kid
can text 60 words a minute, that means
we’re heading in a different direction. Cursive is becoming less and less important.”
As a former English teacher, I can
vouch for the generational divide on
cursive. Because my post-World War
Two generation was schooled intensively
in “longhand,” I annotated my students’
journal entries, essays and papers in that
antique style. On writing assignments I
deemed particularly important, I might

Dan Davis

scribble as much in the margins as they
had written on the page.
In teaching stints at a half dozen
middle and high schools, I annotated
blithely away in cursive, never realizing
the students couldn’t read it. No wonder
my earnest commentaries prompted so
little response. It finally struck home that
my generation of teachers was about the
last to use cursive. To bring that lost art
back to the nation’s classrooms, you’d
have to teach the teachers as well as their
pupils. They’re all printing or texting now.
And so is everyone else. Font designers and calligraphers aside, it’s hard to
name an occupation for which “readable
cursive” is a prerequisite. Yes, at one time,
collegians, stenographers and journalists
had to “take notes” from spoken sources,
then read and reformat the information
later. But voice recording and transcription
systems make note-taking obsolete: speech
can rewrite itself. Many college students
no longer bother attending lectures – the
notes are all posted on-line.
Technology may have consigned
cursive to the dusty school shelving that
holds the inkwells, slide rules and “McGuffy’s Readers,” but longhand may yet
find adherents. As any teacher will attest,
the best way to stimulate youthful interest
in something is to banish it.
Once teachers can no longer write and
read cursive, I can imagine it becoming a
secret code language for student cognoscenti, as Latin and Greek were in earlier
times. Cursive notes will be passed openly.
Insults will be written in “pig cursive” on
bathroom walls and mirrors. Genius kids
will write backward and upside down using mirrors.
On second thought, probably not.
History tends to go forward, not backward.
I noticed few shoppers camped outside
stationery stores this “Black Thursday,”
but they did line up for iPads and smart
phones. And when Christmas morning
dawns, very few youngsters will shriek
with joy as they open Parker pen and
pencil sets in matching red.
But we vanishing cursive writers can
still reminisce. How weighty, sleek and
balanced those old fountain pens felt in the
hand! How tart and dark the fragrance that
rose from freshly opened ink bottles! How
satisfying the tiny slurp as the pen “nib”
drank its fill! And how many happy hours
we spent refining our longhand signatures!
Should I slant left? Right? Bigger loop?
Swoop the T? Bubble the i?
No, get over that. Next thing you
know, we’ll be talking about typewriters
and carbon copies. That’s another column.

Carmel church to present Living Nativity

Immediately following the Carmel Tree Lighting ceremony, at approximately
5:30 p.m., Carmel Presbyterian Church hosts its eighth annual Living Nativity
presentation, with complimentary hot cider, Christmas goodies, and savory grilled
sausage appetizers. The Nativity features frequently changing scenes depicting
the first Christmas. Church members and their families take turns dressing as
shepherds, angels and wise men adoring the newborn baby. The church choir will
lead guests in singing carols.
Coordinator for the event is Barb Walker. This year will be a particularly
special one for Barb: Her seven-month-old grandson, Jack, will be portraying
the baby Jesus, while her daughter Danielle, and son-in-law Kyle, play Mary and
Joseph. The rest of Barb’s visiting family will dress as wise men, shepherds and
angels, creating a terrific photo opportunity and a wonderful memory to cherish.
Carmel Presbyterian Church is located at the southeast corner of Junipero and
Ocean. For more information on the Living Nativity, church services, and other
events please call the church office at 624-3878.

Dear Fellow Citizens,
Frances Grate, Sally Aberg and I are three resident advocates who have
jointly written, signed, and filed an Initiative to be placed before Pacific Grove
voters. We want you to know a petition is now being circulated for PG residents’
signatures to qualify the Initiative for a 2013 ballot measure. City Attorney
David Laredo has summarized the Initiative and titled it: “Voter Initiative to
Void Pacific Grove Ordinance 02-18.”
We urge you to read the full Initiative (on our website, http://www.pgpensionreform.org). Then please consider signing the petition when you see a
circulator around town (Farmers Market, Post Office, Grove Market, SaveMart).
Alternatively, you can contact us through our emails below to find out where to
meet up with a circulator. This is a formal process, and each Initiative circulator
has signed an oath that any information they collect will not be used for any
purpose other than to qualify this Initiative.
We did not begin this process lightly. I was a member of the very City
Council that originally approved the increase in retirement benefit for public
safety employees (fire and police). This changed the benefit from 2% at 50 to
3% at 50 in 2002, retroactive to their individual dates of hire. At the time we
voted on this Ordinance 02-18, we Council members were clearly led to believe
that the “future annual costs” of this contract amendment would be minimal.
In early 2009 a citizen, who was investigating this enactment through
public record requests made to the City, discovered a “Contract Amendment
Cost Analysis” report dated December 17, 2001 that had been prepared by a
certified CalPERS actuary. This report revealed a very different picture of the
true costs of Ordinance 02-18. Moreover, it was discovered that there was a
state law requiring that the information in this report, including these “future
annual costs,” must be disclosed to the public before the City Council was
authorized to enact the increase in benefit.
Ross Hubbard, our City Manager at the time, had reported that the cost
would be approximately 1.516% of total public safety salary costs, or $51,500.
But the report clearly shows that this increase in pension benefits would be approximately 23.7%, or over $805,000 just one year from enactment. In fact,
the actual cost to City residents for fiscal year 2003-2004 was over $877,000!
We have proof that these costs were known to the City Manager in 2002 but
were not disclosed to the Council or the public. We also have evidence that the
public safety unions knew the true costs at the time the Ordinance was approved.
The failure to disclose the true costs of this increase in pension benefit to
the public and the Council was a violation of state law and therefore illegal.
It is a principle of law that an action taken by a City Council that violates the
mandates of a State law is a void act.
Even if these unsustainable costs had been revealed to us residents and
approved by the Council, Pacific Grove voters had a right of Referendum that
could have been exercised to reject the increase. So the failure to disclose the
true costs also infringed upon the public’s right of Referendum.
The facts of this matter are described in the text of the Initiative. Repeated
efforts to get multiple City Councils to investigate, resolve, and correct this
injustice to the residents of Pacific Grove have met with failure. For example,
on August 15, 2012, a Council Subcommittee made public a Report of its
investigation of these facts. This Report affirms the facts as stated here and
recommends that the City Council pass an ordinance revoking Ordinance 0218 — the Ordinance that enacted the 3% at 50 increases in 2002.
Once again the City Council has failed to act. As a result, we are circulating
the petition to bring this critical issue directly to the voters.
The purpose and intent of the Initiative is stated in the Initiative itself:
Section 3. In enacting this measure, the people of Pacific Grove
assert and affirm their legal right under State law to know the future
costs, as provided by an actuary and revealed at a public meeting, of
any increase in pension benefits before any such increase is enacted
and also, that any action to do otherwise is legally null and void. They
also affirm that their right of Referendum shall not thereby be infringed.
We hope you will help correct this injustice. It was not only perpetrated
on the residents of Pacific Grove. It was also perpetrated against the public
safety employees who were offered retirement benefits that are not sustainable. In addition, it has led to the loss of many City employees, library and
museum services, youth programs, nearly half of our police and to a contract
to Monterey for our fire services.
The total pension debt owed by this City has now reached approximately
$20,000 per taxable parcel in Pacific Grove. It continues to rise each day. Simply put, coupled with CalPERS’ continuing losses and the economic downturn,
Ordinance 02-18 significantly contributes to the ruin of our beloved City.
At your earliest opportunity, please join your voice of indignation with our
own by signing the petition to place this Initiative on the ballot.
Regards,
Daniel Davis, Frances Grate and Sally Aberg
daniel.davis@earthlink.net
francesgrate@gmail.com
forthecolors@comcast.net

Music danced on
butterfly wings
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Performance Review

Joni Birch

Need Help for the Holidays?
20% OFF BEDDING & RUGS*
Fluff & Fold Service

DISCOUNTED PRICES*
Self Service Washers & Dryers

*Expires 12-31-12. Not combined with any other offers or specials.

Butterflies are everywhere in Pacific
Grove. On Saturday, November 3, the 9th
annual United Methodist Handbell Festival was filled with music that seemed to
dance on butterfly wings. The Butterfly
Church of Pacific Grove proudly hosted
a free concert for our beloved residents.
Hundreds of locals streamed into the
Performing Arts Center in anticipation of
the free Handbell Concert. Some knew of
handbell ringing, a unique and moving
art form. They brought loved ones and
friends to share in the joy. Many had never
experienced a handbell. Here is what the
concert was like.
First, imagine yourself in the Performing Arts Center, comfortable and
warm in the best acoustic seat in town.
Next, see table after table of filled with
bells ranging in size from a tiny teacup to
one too large to wrap your arms around.
A sea of musicians stands before you, filling the stage and the floor down in front.
Six bell choirs was more than the stage
could hold that day. Dorothy raises her
baton. The bells lift and begin to twinkle
as the music pours forth. The music, light
and delicate, like a monarch floating in
a sapphire sky transforms the Performing Art Center into a giant music box.
Many audience members close their eyes
as the sound of bells raises them up to a
new experience. One audience member,
brought by his girlfriend, had never heard
handbells. He said it moved his soul. He
was not alone.
Sharon Ericksen, festival coordinator,
enthusiastically welcomed the crowd in
attendance. The 9th Annual United Methodist Handbell Festival was a new kind of
concert held in the Performing Arts Center.

Dorothy Straks, an ordained Deacon and
nationally certified Minister of Music, directed the Handbell concert for the seventh
time. The Concert featured handbell choirs
including Chancell Bells of Northminster
Presbyterian (Salinas), Monarch Bells
of the First United Methodist Church
(Pacific Grove), St. Paul’s Mission Bells
of St. Paul’s UMC (Manteca), and Forte
of the First UMC (Bakersfield). Caroline
Harnly of Community UMC (Half Moon
Bay) played a moving solo of “Just as I
Am”. Larry and Carla Sue of Los Altos
UMC (Los Altos) rang an ethereal duet of
“Holy Manna” that was arranged by Larry
Sue, himself. Each bell choir performed an
individual piece, with “Sway” from Manteca being particularly charming. St. Paul’s
Mission Bells swayed back and forth with
striped arms, bee antenna and a twinkle in
their eyes. The four mass rings included all
six attending bell choirs ringing a piece of
music together. “You Raise Me Up” had
bell ringers and audience members alike
grinning from ear to ear, and perhaps, a
tear in their eyes. Cheers and applause
filled the room. The response was overwhelming. Audience members beamed
as they left, thrilled with the performance.
If you would like to learn more about
handbells, check out ww.facebook.com/
handbellfestival. The Monarch Bells are
performing as part of the worship service
at the First United Methodist Church of
Pacific Grove on December 23rd and December 24th. Contact Sharon Ericksen at
831-372-5875 for future events or if you
are interested in playing bells yourself.
Have you ever considered having handbells play at your special event?

Oral histories to be screened
at National Steinbeck Center

The public is invited to a screening of oral histories that represent a collaboration
between CSU Monterey Bay and the National Steinbeck Center. These interviews are
intended to document and preserve diverse community members’ memories of agricultural Salinas, Old Town and Chinatown.
At 12:30 p.m. on December 13, video interviews conducted by CSUMB students
will be screened at the Steinbeck Center. They are part of two projects: Salinas Old
Town between the Two Wars, and Latinos in Salinas and Multicultural Chinatown.
The Old Town project involves interviews with Salinas old-timers on their memories of the city in the 1920s, ’30s and ’40s. These interviews will be featured at the
2013 Steinbeck Festival in early May. The theme of the festival is “home,” and it will
feature programs that capture the history and heritage of Salinas.
The second project involves Latinos in Chinatown and is a continuation of the
Chinatown project that has been featured at the Steinbeck Center each spring for the
last three years. (Those three exhibits featured the Chinese, Japanese and Filipino communities in Chinatown.) It focuses on families who settled in Salinas before World War
II or who came with the Bracero program in the 1940s and ’50s.
The event is free, but reservations are requested and can be made by contacting
Elizabeth Welden-Smith at Elizabeth@steinbeck.org or 775-4728. The center is located
at One Main St., Salinas.

831-324-4920
709 Lighthouse Avenue, PG
behind Passionfish (across from Post Office)

www.SUDZCYBERLAUNDRY.com

Christmas in the Adobes 2012
December 7 & 8 ~ 5 pm to 9 pm

Visit 22 historic adobes!
Tickets available
at
525 Polk St.
at Munras
& Alvarado
Adult $20
Youth (8-17) $2
Child 5 & Under
Free
2-Night Adult Pass
$30
Info: (831) 649-7120
BUY TICKETS ONLINE
montereystatehistoricparkassociation.org
~ or ~
parks.ca.gov.mshp
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PACIFIC GROVE
DINING GUIDE

17th Street Grill (LD)
Best hamburgers, wraps and quesadillas
in town! Outside patio dining or inside.
617 Lighthouse Ave......... 373-5474

Aliotti’s Victorian
Corner Restaurant (BLD)

Great food, great ambience, great service.
Family owned & operated since 1977.

541 Lighthouse Ave. . ..... 372-4641
www.victoriancornerpg.com

Mauricio’s Restaurant (BL)

Local Favorites...Breakfast & Lunch 7:303:00.

589 Lighthouse Ave......... 645-9051

Fandango Restaurant (LD)

Fresh seafoods, steaks, lamb, paella,
couscous, pastas. French and Spanish
specialties. International wine list, full
bar. Casual Mediterranean setting. Private rooms 8-50, Linda
333-9788. Locals’ favorite, 2011 Voted
Best Restaurant more than 10 years old.*

223 17th Street.................. 372-3456
www.fandangorestaurant.com

I TAL IAN

Joe Rombi’s La Mia Cucina(D)
A locals favorite for 16 years. Open
Wednesday- Sunday starting at 5p.m..
2011 Voted Best Italian.*
208 17th Street . ............... 373-2416

MEXICAN

The Red House Café (BLD)

Peppers MexiCali Café (LD)

662 Lighthouse Ave......... 643-1060

170 Forest Ave................... 373-6892

Come enjoy freshly prepared meals in a
cozy red, historic Victorian house in the
heart of PG.

www.redhousecafe.com

ASIAN

An Choi (D)

Vietnamese inspired fusion dishes prepared individually by Chef Thanh Truong.
Large & small parties can accommodate.
Dinner: Every day 5p.m.-Closing.

1120 Lighthouse Ave...... 372-8818
www.anchoirestaurant.com

Pacific Thai Cuisine (LD)

Authentically Yours…taste, texture and
aromas of Thai Cuisine. Open 7 days per
week. M-F, 11am-3p.m., 5p.m. to closing.
S-S, 11:30am-closing.
Lunch Special M-F, 11am - 3p.m. $7.95

663 Lighthouse Ave..........646-THAI
(8424)
www.pacificthaicuisine.com

Takara Sushi
Japanese Restaurant (D)

Sushi, Tempura, Teriyaki, Hot Noodles.
Open seven days-a-week, 5-9 p.m.

218 17th Street.................. 655-2730

CONT INENT

Grand Ave. Liquor & Deli (L)

Located in the new Grand Ave Liquors.
Build your own sandwich or ready made,
salads, paninis, take out or eat in. Custom
party platters. Deli meats & Cheeses by
the pound. 150 varieties local & Mediterranean wines, vast assortment spirits.
Call orders welcome.

229 Grand Avenue........... 375-7474

EUROPEAN-GRI
LL
Phoebe’s Cafe at Asilomar
(BLD)

Warm atmosphere, fresh baked goods,
lite bites and luncheon specialties. Outdoor deck and open to all year round.
Coffee, tea, beer and wine.

Voted Best Mexican Food* Mexican &
Latin American specialties, a full bar–the
Best Margaritas in town!
www.peppersmexicalicafe.com

PI Z ZA

Pizza My Way (LD)

PENINSULA
DINING GUIDE
MEXICAN

AMERICSAN

Winner of the 2010 PG Restaurant of the
Year Award from the Pacific Grove
Chamber of Commerce. Family owned
since 1999. Pizzas made with all fresh
ingredients, daily. M-T 4-9:30p.m., F-S
11am-10p.m., Sun 12n-9:30p.m..

Cannery Row Deli (BLD)

Turtle Bay Taqueria (LD)

Mountain Mikes Pizza (LD)

101 Drake (Next to the Rec Trail),
Monterey
645-9549

432 Tyler St., Downtown Monterey
333-1500
www.turtlebay.tv

1157 Forest Ave., Ste D... 643-1111
www.pizza-myway.com

A quality pizza experience in a comfortable, family environment. Open 11am10p.m. every day. Buffet 11am-2p.m.,
M-F. Dinner buffet Wed. 5p.m.-8p.m..

1116 Forest Ave., Ste B.... 642-6000

PI Z ZA

Rombi’s La Piccola Casa
Pizzeria (L)

A casual place for lunch or dinner. Open
Wednesday-Friday 6:30am-9p.m.
Saturday-Sunday 7:30am-9p.m.

212 17th St. . ...................... 373-0129

SEAFOOD

Fishwife at Asilomar Beach
(LD)

Enjoy award-winning California Coastal
Cuisine with a Caribbean accent. Reasonably priced fresh, delicious pastas and
house-made desserts. Full bar. Select
Monterey County wines.

1996 1/2 Sunset Dr.......... 375-7107
www.fishwife.com

VEGE TARIAN

AMERICAN

800 Asilmoar Avenue...... 642-2228
visitasilomar.com

CALL FOR INFORMATION
ON LISTING YOUR RESTAURANT
831-324-4742

Heated, pet friendly patio. $6.99 lunch
specials daily. Organic Garmel Valley
Roasting Coffee. Fresh fruit smoothies.
Always fresh local ingredients. Open 7
AM every day.

BARBECUE
Henry’s BBQ (LD)

Voted Best BBQ** Ribs, Chicken Brisket,
Pulled Pork, Sandwiches and more! Cozy
indoor dining, heated pet-friendly patio.
Take-out and catering available. Happy
Hour M-F 3-6; $2 off all beer & wine and
all appetizers! Military Mondays 10% off,
excluding alcohol. Open daily at 11 AM.

401 Lighthouse Ave., Monterey.....
646-6999
www.HenrysFamousBBQ.com

COFFEE HOUSE
Trailside Café & Coffeehouse
(BL)

Centrally located in Canner Row, four
blocks from Aquarium. Our menu features breakfast and lunch items, with an
espresso bar, bakery sweets and homemade beignets. Pet friendly. WiFi, free
parking. Open M-F 8-3, Sat & Sun. 8-4.
Mention this ad for a free order of beignets
with the purchase of an entrée.

550 Wave St. (Lower Level), Monterey...................................... 649-8600

IRISH AMERICAN
Flanagan’s Pub (LD)

Fish & chips, Darts & Pool. Open 7 days a
week 11:30 AM - 2 AM. Happy hour MonFri 4-6:30 P.m.

The Barnyard, Carmel...... 625-5500

Mexican Coastal Cuisine featuring a
feast of flavors from Latin America and
the Carribean. Fresh homemade salsa,
citrus-marinated meats and fresh fish.
The ultimate tacos, wraps, and bowls!

PIZZA
Me-N-Ed’s Brick Oven Pizza

(LD)

Two funny guys, one serious pizza! Daily
lunch buffet $5.99. Catering and group
specials available. Open 10-11 weekdays,
11-11 weekends.

880 Broadway Ave., Seaside............
899-0101

SEAFOOD
Abalonnetti Seafood (LD)

Voted best Calamari * Largest pet friendly
patio on the waterfront. Lots of nonseafood specialties. Monterey’s only
antipasto bar, Monterey’s only fresh
abalone sandwich. Daily specials on fresh
crab and lobster. Monterey’s best locals
menu: 7 entrées for $8.95 each.

57 Fisherman’s Wharf...... 373-1861

Fishwife Seafood Café (LD)

Voted Best Restaurant in Seaside.* Enjoy
award-winning California Coastal Cuisine
with a Caribbean accent. Serving only the
freshest seafood at reasonable prices for
over 24 years. The locals’ favorite! Delicious pastas and house-made desserts.
Beer & Wine. Open from 11 AM. (Seaside
location is closed on Sundays). (Also at
1996 1/2 Sunset Dr., Pacific Grove)

789 Trinity Ave., Seaside.394-2027

Red Snapper (LD)

Full bar, full wine list. Patio overlooking
the marina. Children’s menu, senior citizen specials, private dining and catering
available.

30 Fisherman’s Wharf...... 375-3113
www.redsnappermonterey.com
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LOVERS POINT PARK POOL
FUND-RAISING • CALL 831-648-3130

Pacific Grove
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Sports and Leisure
Former Breakers still teaming up as Lobos
MPC defeated Hartnell 28-3 to end their season 4-1 in
conference play, but the Lobos lost to Contra Costa College in
the Living Breath Foundation Bowl, played at MPC Nov. 17
Player 21 is Stephen Rock, our kicker.
# 60 James Karasek, OL/DL and Long Snap
#17 Matt Wheeler, Tight End
Photos by Deanna Karasek

Breakers of the Week
Robin Olson
(Alice) and
Sarah Gordon
(The Cheshire
Cat)
in Alice in Wonderland showing
December 6-8 and 13-15, at 7:00 p.m.
at C-Wing theatre, Pacific Grove High
School. Admission is $7 at the door.

Breaker of the Week sponsored by
Central Coast Silkscreen & Embroidery
215 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove
831.372.1401

Golf Tips

Breakers of the Week

Ben Alexander PGA
PGA Teaching Professional,
Pacific Grove Golf
Links,
Poppy Hills Golf Course
PGA Teacher Of The
Year, No Cal PGA
831-277-9001
www.benalexandergolf.
com

(Left to right)
Anthony Berteaux (The Mad
Hatter), Robin
Olson(Alice), and
Sarah Gordon
(Cheshire Chat)
in Alice in Wonderland December
6-8 and 13-15, at 7:00p.m. at C-Wing
theatre, Pacific Grove High School.
Admission is $7 at the door.

Breaker of the Week sponsored by
Pete’s Autobody & Glass
214 Fountain Ave., Pacific Grove
831.372.2755
AB 1451, Concussion Training, was signed into law by Governor Brown on Friday that
now will require coaches when renewing their CPR/FIRST AID certification that they also
complete training in signs and symptoms of concussions. The on-line class is FREE and
available on the CIF web site through the NFHS. Law takes effect January 1, 2013. The
CIF was in support of this bill.
Roger L. Blake, Executive Director
California Interscholastic Federation

Save The Pool Campaign
Total is now $29,591.

Tips for Christmas
With the holidays approaching we all have a tendency
to get distracted from our golf games. I thought this time
of year is a great time to think about new clubs because
we all tend to get a few Christmas gifts under the tree
related to golf. If you’re going to get some new golf clubs
make sure you get your club fitting with your local PGA
professional so you get the correct golf club to hit those
great golf shots. It only takes about 30 minutes. Also
when you’re doing some practice in the colder weather,
make sure you warm up those muscles by stretching first
and get the parts working well.

Page 14 • CEDAR STREET

Times • November 30, 2012

Just
Kids!
A soggy day didn’t
dampen the spirits
of runners and their
families, many costumed
to brighten the day, when
thousands turned out
in Pacific Grove for the
children’s portion of the
Big Sur Half Marathon.

For results go to:
http://www.bigsurhalfmarathon.org/
Registration___Results/results.htm

Photos by
Peter Mounteer

There’s more to do than run or
walk at Jingle Bell Run/Walk

Only 10 more days until the Jingle
Bell Run/Walk. Online registration closes
December 5. Those who have registered
have the option of avoiding long registration race day lines by picking up their bibs
at the Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce visitors’ center, 100 Central Ave.
in Pacific Grove (across from Nob Hill).
The Jingle Bell Run/Walk is a fundraising event that benefits those who have
arthritis. There is a 5K timed run/fun walk,
as well as an 1K Elf Run for kids. Santa
will be there along with MY Museum, and
holiday kids activities in the park.
The Ask A Doc booth provides �participants with the opportunity to ask arthritis related questions to our expert panel of
health professionals; Christopher Meckel,
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MD, Susie Suh, MD Amy Dore, DPT.
For more information and to register
please visit: www.jinglebellrunpacgrove.
kintera.org or email afallon@arthritis.
org – 831-620-1699
Special thanks to Jingle Bell Run/
Walk National Sponsor Abbott, and to
sponsors; Treadmill, Central Coast Senior
Services, Alliance Home Health, Victory
Dealership, Nova Medical Equipment,
VNA & Hospice, Wells Fargo, Peninsula
Wellness Center, Pebble Beach Company,
UCB, Whole Foods, The Herald, Cedar
Street Times, Culligan, KION, KWAV,
97.9 ESPN FM, 630 ESPN AM, Springer
Construction, Pacific Grove Chamber,
Peet’s Coffee & the Mission Ranch.

Free ladies’ lacrosse clinic
offered at Monterey YMCA

Ladies’ lacrosse, for girls ages 12 – 14, is returning to the YMCA of the Monterey Peninsula. No prior experience is necessary. Lacrosse is the fastest growing
sport in the nation. The Y will host a drop-in clinic on Saturday, December 1, from
9 a.m. until noon at the YMCA of the Monterey Peninsula at 600 Camino El Estero
in Monterey. Drop by anytime that morning to meet this year’s coaches and some
returning players from last year, and get a hands-on introduction to the game. Girls’
lacrosse does not have as much contact as boys’ lacrosse, but it is a fun, fast paced
sport. For more information visit www.centralcoastymca.org or contact the Y’s Program Director, Lilian Pineda at 373-4167.

2013 Season of historic
Forest Theater Guild opens
Auditions coming

The Forest Theater Guild announces their 2013 season of live productions on
their historic home stage at the Outdoor Forest Theater in Carmel-by-the-Sea. The
season will open with the beloved fairy tale classic, “Snow White.” This classical dramatic production is adapted by Jesse Braham White, based on the Grimm Fairy Tale
and is the familiar version performed on stage in New York and Broadway productions. The cast of 24 characters will be filled by local talent of youth and adults with
auditions being held on Saturday and Sunday, January 12 and 13 from 12:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m. at the Carmel Youth Center located on 4th and Junipero in downtown
Carmel. Callbacks will be held on Saturday and Sunday January 26 and 27 from 1:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the same location. Applicants should bring resume and will be
requested to read from the script. No prior experience is required and all community
members are welcome to apply. For more information on the auditions, please call our
Executive Director, Rebecca Barrymore at 831-419-0917.
“Snow White” is the well-known, classic story of the ill-fated princess who is deposed by the Evil stepmother Queen and flees to the safety of the forest and the cottage
of the Seven Dwarfs. Revealed to the Evil Queen, Snow White is discovered and falls
prey to a poisoned apple. In her deep sleep, Prince Charming comes to awaken her and
frees the kingdom of their spell and their wicked Queen.
The production will open in mid-May on the Outdoor Forest Theater stage with
performances on Fridays 7:30 p.m., Saturdays 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and Sundays
with 2:00 p.m. matinees. Tickets we go on sale at online at www.foresttheaterguild.
org beginning in January 2013 and will be $25 adults, $20 Seniors and Military, $10
children under 18 yrs old.
Children under 4 will receive free admittance to the performances and tickets are on
sale one hour before the shows at the box office on site at the Santa Rita and Mountain
View venture.

Zmak Creative Holiday Open
Studio helps animals of AFRP

Zmak Creative Studio will hold a special one-day sale to benefit Animal Friends
Rescue Project in Pacific Grove on Sunday, December 9 from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. The
sale will offer fine art photography by Steve Zmak and handcrafted jewelry by Tina
Zmak. Also featured will be limited and numbered edition photographs, lithograph
prints, note cards, “A Year in the Vineyard” books, a preview of the Alaska exhibit and
more. Earrings, necklaces and wine charms created with gemstones, cultured freshwater pearls and crystals will also be available. Most items, including lithographs, note
cards, earrings and wine charms, are priced at $15 or less. Ten percent of all proceeds
from the event will be donated to AFRP. Zmak Creative is located at 3200 Crescent
Avenue, Marina. Admission is free. See www.stevezmak.com (photography) or www.
zmakcreative.com/elementz (jewelry) or call 883-4459.

AFRP to hold Holiday Open House

The AFRP Treasure Shop at 160 Fountain Avenue in Pacific Grove will hold the
seventh annual Holiday Open House from November 30 through December 2. The
Treasure Trove Party will be held from 5-7 p.m. on Friday to usher in the weekend.
Gifts, decorations and more will be available, with music by Felton and Michelle, donations of food from Mando’s and Grand Avenue Deli and homemade treats. Revenue
will benefit the Animal Friends Rescue Project adoption Center. For information please
contact Jane Roland at 649-0657.
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Puzzle #12

Sights and signs
By Sam Buttrey
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Across
1. Stately shade tree
4. Capsule agency
7. “Stop,” for example
11. Memorable fort
13. 60’s slang for an ounce of marijuana
14. Word on a Quebec stop sign
16. Hometown sight, as seen on a road
sign
18. Show by deduction
19. Rainy mo.
20. Musical passage
22. Donkey doc
23. Wilder’s “The Bridge of San Luis ___”
24. Small open-wheel racer
25. Sniper, at times
28. Vietnam’s My ___
29. Stripes
30. When doubled, a train sound
33. Native of Riga
36. Music publishing grp.
39. Actor William H.
40. Is, for two?
41. Slow run
42. Classic theater name
44. Push down
46. Elongated fish
47. Word after “Zut!”
49. “Kookie” Byrnes name
51. Entrap
52. Spiced tea
54. Relaxation sound
57. Gun
58. San Benito High athletes, for short
60. Org. with Cubs and Eagles
61. Bee-like
64. Hometown sight and road sign
66. Elizabeth II, to Edward VIII
67. Current unit
68. Hall’s partner in music
69. Impressed
70. Message system of early computing
71. Local trans. Provider

㘀㔀
㘀㠀
㜀

Down:
1. Run to Reno?
2. Actor Hagman
3. Marseilles Mrs.
4. Style
5. Golfer’s pickup
6. Fruit drinks
7. Maple syrup precursor
8. Note on discounted clothing
9. Hometown sight and road sign
10. Not once
11. At a distance
12. Japanese seaport
15. Lunar New Year, in Vietnam
17. Word with Chisholm or Oregon
21. Wild thing sown?
26. The other Gershwin
27. Lightly sprayed
28. Birth castle of St. Ignatius
29. Thing opposite the stern
30. Head sales and advertising person
31. Ate
32. Hometown sight and road sign
34. Dines
35. Opening refrain word
37. ISP that merged with Time Warner
38. Halves of qts
43. Neither word
45. Oyster gem
48. Civil War “Johnny”
50. 70’s nightlife style
51. Brown photo tint
52. Go up the ladder
53. Performs a service for
54. 53 Down, for a criminal
55. Liability offset
56. Bowlers, say
57. Tore
59. Pequod captain
62. Expert
63. Australian outlaw/folk hero Kelly
65. Aries, for one

Ratepayers First sponsors
town hall meeting on water

Ratepayers First/Citizens for Public Water is sponsoring a town hall meeting at 7
p.m. on December 3 to provide information and obtain public input on the desirability
and feasibility of the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (or some other
government entity) acting as the sponsor for a water desalination plant.
The Ratepayers organization believes citizens will see lower water bills if a government entity like the Water District sponsors the desalination plant. A government entity
will be able to issue bonds at a much lower interest rate than a for-profit company like
CalAm, and will not have to pay the eight percent profit that CalAm currently takes
from customer charges. Over the life of the desalination plant the savings on interest
payments and profits could amount to millions of dollars.
The public is invited to the meeting to learn in more detail about the desirability
of a publicly-owned desalination plant and to express opinions on this vital community
matter.
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Harleys: One she rode,
the other kept her going
She was running an errand with her car in Los Angeles
when she passed the little black dog, dead in a puddle of
blood, hit by a car. But as Joanne returned home a while
later, passing the dog again, he struggled to raise his head.
He was still alive.
“A security guard across the street said he’d been there all
night,” she noted. And that was enough for Joanne. With
the help of a vet, the Patterdale Terrier’s fractured jaw and

Homeless Chronicles

Erika Fiske
broken bones were healed, and Joanne—who loved HarleyDavidson motorcycles – named the animal Harley.
For the past several months, she and the dog have been
homeless and living in a car, although they don’t look the
part. Harley’s healthy coat shines, while 51-year-old Joanne
is neatly dressed with jeans and a blouse, her blond hair
pulled back in a ponytail. The pair looks fine, but sometimes
Harley is the only thing that keeps Joanne going.
As she told her story, a rumbling sound came from the
distance. Suddenly, a group of motorcycles passed on Del
Monte Boulevard. “When they sound like thunder, you know
they’re Harleys,” she said, smiling ear to ear.
It was Sunday morning at Window on the Bay, where
Joanne came for the weekly prayer service and breakfast for
the homeless. After hearing a few people comment on the
food, Joanne tried to eat some and left it on the hood of her
car instead – where a seagull feasted.
Joanne admits she can hardly wait until she’s able to ride her
Harley once again, with Harley the dog riding along in her
backpack. She bought the bike in 2007 for $6,000 and rode
it from Canada to Mexico. “I always wanted a Harley,” she
said. “Not being able to ride hurts my soul.”
With her wrist injury and current circumstances, it may be
some time before Joanne mounts the Harley once more.
Recently she lost her workman’s comp of $150 a week
when she missed a doctor’s appointment. To keep afloat,
she’s pawned a lot of things, including four guitars, an accordion, an amplifier, a diamond ring and briefly, her Harley.
Finding a job while living in her car has proven next to impossible, and she won’t give up the dog to get into a shelter.
Now there’s a chance Joanne may even lose her car, because
of unexpected expenses.
“I can’t get organized in a car,” she said. “I need a job
and a house, and I want to go back to work. I feel like a feral
cat living out of this car.”
Joanne was born in New Rochelle, NY, and grew up in Ft.
Lauderdale, FL, with her parents divorcing when she was
five. She got her first minibike in elementary school and soon
fell in love with motorcycles. Later in life, she studied radio
and television broadcasting at Brown Institute in Florida,
worked in radio and as a DJ in nightclubs, ran a casting company in Hollywood and studied the music video business.
Her background in entertainment also gave Joanne a lot of
restaurant experience—as waiting tables helped pay the bills.
For a while, she and her son traveled the country, visiting 40 states and living in a van “like hippies,” she said.
They were flown to New York about 15 years ago to appear
on the Sally Jesse Raphael Show and talk about their lives on
the road.
When her son entered high school, Joanne moved with him
to Seattle, WA, where she operated a mobile DJ karaoke
business. Then her son met a girl on the internet and moved
to California to be with her and attend college. Today he
manages an Olive Garden.
With her son gone, Joanne decided to become a Harley
mechanic. Before she could realize her dream, she suffered
the Triangular Fibrocartilage Complex injury to her wrist
several months ago, while working at Applebee’s. As she
found herself alone and homeless, Joanne lost hope. But
Harley kept her going.
”I didn’t know what to do anymore,” she said. “Then God
sent me this dog, and he became my responsibility.”
Joanne doesn’t think about being a Harley mechanic
these days. But she does think back to a time when she had
an apartment and took in all kinds of people who needed a
place to stay. She wonders where that help is today--for her.
“I was always helping others. I used to do everything for
everybody,” she said. “I don’t like asking for help, but now I
need someone to help me,” she said, her voice cracking.
Joanne was done with her story. She walked back to her old
car, with Harley trotting beside her. It would be another cold
night by the Bay.

Self-discovery workshops offered

Rabia Erduman, a Pacific Grove teacher and certified hypnotherapist, will facilitate two selfdiscovery workshops each month.
In Salinas on the first Saturday each month she will offer “Say Yes! To Life and Love,” including
breathing exercises, movement, meditations, partner and small group exercises, all designed to help
participants learn to use Tantra as a way to live a joyful and love-filled life. The workshop will cost
between $15 and $30, on a sliding scale. Time for the meetings is 7-8:30 p.m. Contact Rick King for
directions to the workshop, at 444-2997 or 443-8183. Call Rabia with questions at 277-9029.
Rabia and Tom Burns will facilitate a workshop titled “Remembering Who You Are” on the
second Monday of each month at the Clubhouse at 456 Dela Vina in Monterey from 7-8:30 p.m. The
cost is $10-$25 on a sliding scale. Participants will explore their thoughts, beliefs, ideas, emotions and
concepts, using acceptance of them as a path of discovery. Call Rabia at 277-9029 or Tom at 601-6925
for more information or reservations.

Homeless Women
Documentary Project Fund

Community Foundation for Monterey County
recently established “The Fund for Homeless
Women.” Your direct donation to this Fund can
help make a difference to the many women in
Monterey County who sleep outside.
Thank you! www.cfmco.org/index.cfm/id/6/
Give-Now/

Food Bank donations
accepted at firehouse

The City will once again participate in the
Food Bank for Monterey County’s annual canned
food drive. The drop-off location will be at the
Fire Station (600 Pine Avenue).
The Food Bank will pick up through the 1st
week of 2013. Drop off will be 24/7.

Drive for warm blankets,
coats and more
for local homeless people

Homeless Documentary Project is looking for blankets,
sleeping bags/pads, tarps and coats to distribute to the
local homeless population. Please drop off what you can at
the Carl Cherry Center for the Arts located at Fourth and
Guadalupe in Carmel before 4pm, Monday - Friday.
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Asilomar Foodie Camp: Winter vegetable recipes abound
When I was a kid, I never got to go to
camp like some people remember doing.
When we went camping, it involved putting an old mattress in the back of Dad’s
truck and sleeping under the stars, usually
at Arroyo Seco. A weekend adventure for
this farm boy raised in Aromas was to go
to Pacific Grove to see Great Uncle Dick.
who was a retired Pt. Pinos Lighthouse,
lighthouse keeper. One of the guys at
school bragged about going to church
camp, but when you go to a one-room
school out in the country, odds are none
of your friends went to Boy Scout Camp
let alone Science Camp or Nature Camp.
We lived in the middle of it!
Nobody ever heard of Foodie Camp.
Asilomar’s Harvest Camp for Foodies
has got to be the most under-advertised,
food-filled, relaxing self improvement
weekend I ever heard of. Al Saxe talked
us into going, having attended the last one
a few months ago himself, so Her Editorness and I hiked the few blocks down to
Asilomar and turned ourselves over to the
chefs and sous chefs and various experts
on hand to learn all about autumn harvest
cooking. Where else, for $175, are you
going to get two dinners, two breakfasts,
a lunch, and at least five cooking lessons at
a facility like the incomparable Asilomar?
Oh, and an apron, a Victorinix boning
knife and a corkscrew to take home, not to
mention an apple pie and a pumpkin pie,
freshly baked, with your own fingerprints
in the crust?
There were 10 of us in the class. There
was an Iranian couple, an Indian couple,
and a Russian couple in the mix which

Above: Our first lesson, with Chef Chris
Vaughn foreground, and Jeremy Acuna
to his left. Below: Some of us did better
than others at boning the duck.

made for lively conversation at dinner.
We were the only locals, with the others
coming from as far away as San Francisco
and Sacramento.
Our first lesson (involving both the
apron and the boning knife) was “How
to Bone Out a Duck.” Those filet knives
are sharp! With varying degrees of success – and no thumbs in their project – we
boned and then turned our ducks over to
the chef so he could prepare our dinner of
duck confit.

Mushrooms, we learned, come in
many colors and shapes.

Neil Jameson

The Retired
Firehouse Cook
We adjourned to another room for
our lesson on mushrooms from Mike The
Mushroom Man, a native Italian mushroom broker with a great personality, also
known as The Fun-gi (you have to say
it out loud to get the joke). He brought
with him a case of interesting mushrooms
ranging from the everyday LBM through
chantarelles to mitsutake and some that
cost as much as $50 a pound – wholesale.
A little butter, a little garlic, and wow.
Here’s their recipe for the sauteed
mushrooms:

Wild Mushroom Sauté

Serves 4-6
½ C chopped parsley
3 garlic cloves
5 Tbsp. olive oil
½ tsp. salt
2# assorted mushrooms (chanterelles, morels, porcini, portabellas, crimini, oyster,
shitakes, etc)
1 tsp. fresh lemon juice
Mix ½ C parsley with 1 chopped
garlic clove.
Chop remaining 2 garlic cloves and
mix with 4 Tbsp. oil and salt.
Toss mushrooms in oil mix.
Heat remaining oil.
Add mushrooms and saute about 10
min until tender and starting to brown.
Mix in parsley-garlic mix and lemon
juice.
I have to admit that Her Editorness
was way ahead of me on this one – she
loves mushrooms sauteed in butter with
fresh lemon and threatens to whack my
knuckles with a wooden spoon if I try to
take them off the fire before the butter is
caramelized.
We had a little wine lesson, and then
on to the autumn vegetable lesson. There
were people in our class of 10 who did not
know about spaghetti squash! We learned
all about kale, autumn root vegetables
and various squash and wonderful ways
to cook them. Once again, there were
people in the group who had never had
collard greens, either. Here are some of
the recipes the Asilomar chefs prepared
for us and were gracious enough to share:
Fennel and Potato Hash
6 servings
2 small fennel bulbs, cut in 1 inch cubes
2 tsp. olive oil
1 ½ # Yukon gold potatoes, ½ inch cubes
1 small yellow onion, chopped
½ tsp. salt
½ tsp. black pepper
1 garlic clove, crushed
¼ C chopped parsley
Cook fennel in boiling water until
tender, drain and set aside.
Heat oil in skillet.
Add potatoes and cook until golden
and crisp, 20-24 minutes
Add onions, fennel, and garlic. Cook
about 5 minutes.
Add parsley, serve.
Braised Kale with Bacon and Onions
(pay attention, George Herbert!)
Serves 4
2 bunches of kale (about 2 #), stems and
ribs trimmed and chopped, leaves chopped
6 slices bacon, ½ inch pieces
2 C chopped onion
¼ C apple cider vinegar
Cook in stems and ribs in boiling
water for 10 minutes or until tender, drain,
set aside.
Cook bacon in skillet until beginning
to crisp.

1 smoked ham hock
4# chopped collard greens (can also use
kale, chard, or other braising greens)
½ tsp. crushed red pepper
½ C apple cider vinegar
Bring water with ham hock in it to
a boil, skimming any froth. Simmer for
1 hour.
Add greens, pepper, and vinegar andsimmer for about an hour.
Remove ham hock form liquid and
allow to cool, then pick meat off hock and
stir back into green if desired.
This time of year, you’ve probably
noticed kabocha squash at the grocery
store. To some, they are mud-ugly, as we
used to say on the ranch, because they’re
sort of blue and what other food, besides
blueberries, is blue? But boy are they good.
Roasted Winter (Kabocha) Squash
4 servings
1 tsp. cumin
1 bay leaf
¼ t smoked paprika (regular is fine also)
2 tsp. brown sugar
1 tsp. salt
1 kabocha squash (2-3 #), peeled, seeded,
1 inch pieces
[can use other winter squash-butternut,
pumpkin, acorn]
1 tsp. olive oil
Heat oven to 375.
Combine spices, sugar, and salt, mix
with oil and toss with squash pieces.
Bake for 25-30 min or until soft
Next time I’ll tell you about the main
dishes we were served – pork chops,
poached fish...and the exciting Adventure
of 10 Cooks Making Pie Crust. Hopefully
we’ll get to that before the Christmas column so you can make perfect crusts, too,
for the holidays.
The next Foodie Camp is coming up
and involves preserves. I hear tell Happy
Girl Kitchen will be in on that one, so I’m
looking forward to it. Congratulations to
Asilomar for a successful program that
involves local chefs and cooks (and students), and Happy 100th Birthday!

Add onions and cook about 5 minutes
Add kale and cook for 10 minutes.
Lower heat and cover, cook for 10 minutes.
Add vinegar, and cook 2 minutes.
Now when I saw this next vegetable
laid out on the platter before the chef began
his lesson, I felt as if I were at home. Or
at least at the firehouse. Rapini looks like
mustard greens, which we used to gather
in the orchards near the firehouse at Station 15, and wash up and steam. My fellow firehouse cooks out there who watch
my website for recipes for the guys might
want to notice this one. Mustard greens
are free certain times of the year, unlike
rapini (if you can find it!). NOTE: Never
gather mustard greens where people walk
their dogs!
Broccoli and Rapini
with Lemon and Shallots
12 servings
½ C olive oil
1C chopped shallots
3 tsp. lemon zest
1 ½ # broccoli crowns
¼ C water
1 ½ # rapini
Heat oil in skillet and add shallots and
zest. Saute 2 minutes.
Add broccoli and water.
Cover and cook about 3-4 min until
broccoli is soft but still crisp.
Add rapini and saute for 2-3 minutes until beginning to soften.
Here comes the spaghetti squash.
I hope there’s no one out there who
hasn’t tried them. They are one of my
favorites, and I’ve even been known to
serve them in the shell with spaghetti
sauce – saves on dish washing afterward. Firehouse cooks, allow half a
squash per guy.
Roasted Spaghetti Squash
4 servings
1 spaghetti squash (3-4#)
Above: Asilomar’s chef demonstrates how
4 Tbsp. unsalted butter, med pieces
to scoop the spaghetti squash out. Below
2 garlic cloves, minced
are the winter vegetables all laid out and
1 tsp. salt
ready to prepare. At the bottom students
1 tsp. black pepper
try their hands at it.
Pierce squash all over (about 1
inch deep) with small knife to prevent
bursting
Microwave on high 6-7 minutes.
Turn over and cook for 8-10 more
min or until soft. Let cool for 10 min
Carefully squash in half; it will
give off steam. Remove and discard
seeds. Using a fork scrape out inside
into bowl.
Heat butter and add garlic.
Toss squash in garlic butter.
Now, it doesn’t say in the recipe
that you have to be from the South (like
Her Editorness – where do you think
she got that double Southern name,
Marge Ann?) to like collard greens.
And as it says in the recipe, you can
use other kinds of greens, too.
Slow Cooked Collard Greens
Serves 4-6
4 qt. water or stock
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city clerk’s Office, 300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, cA 93950,
(831) 648-3181. completed forms
must be filed with the city clerk’s
office by no later than 5:00 p.m. on
Friday, August 10, 2012, unless an
eligible incumbent does not file for
re-election, in which case the nomi-

gust 15, 2012.
To date, the following have taken
out the papers for the November
election:
Mayor
• November 30, 2012
Bill Kampe
carmelita Garcia
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Annual community open
City Council
robert Huitt
house offers free aquarium
casey Lucius
admission for locals Dan Miller

“The Bench” opening in pebble Beach
Monterey
County
residents
receiveThe
freeBench,
aquarium
admission between
Saturday,
On August 6 a new
restaurant,
overlooking
the 18th
green,
December
andthe
Sunday,
December
9 during
the Monterey
Aquarium
annual
will debut1at
Lodge
in Pebble
Beach.
It will be Bay
noted
for its ‘s
internaCommunity
Open
House.
tional styles from Asian to Italian to Middle east, featuring incredible techFreeof
admission
for localsand
is an open-flame
annual thank you
to the community
for its
support
niques
wood roasting
cooking.
The Bench
occupies
of
non-profit
aquarium.
According
thethespace
formerly
known
as club to
19.aquarium officials, this is a great time of
year to experience the aquarium as a member would: no crowds, no lines, exhibit
windows all to yourself and front-row seats at daily feeding shows. Admission is
good for all aquarium exhibits and programs, including “The Jellies Experience.”
Local conservation organizations will be at the aquarium on Sunday, December
9 with information and special activities to wrap up the final day of the Community
Open House. Also on Sunday, visitors can enjoy bilingual feeding shows including
a 3 p.m. penguin feeding and a 4 p.m. kelp forest feeding show.
To receive free admission, Monterey County residents must present photo ID
• LIST
• SELL
and proof of residence at the main
entrance.
Current
student •identification
BUY
TRUST from
California State University Monterey Bay, Hartnell College, Monterey Peninsula
College, the Monterey Institute of International Studies, utility bills or Montereydavidbindelproperties.com
Salinas Transit monthly bus pass are also
valid proof of residence. Free admission
is good only during regular aquarium hours, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Guests
831.238.6152
from outside Monterey County – including relatives or friends of local residents –
can accompany local residents but will be charged regular admission fees.
For general aquarium information including daily program schedules, visit www.
montereybayauarium.org or call (800) 555-3656. The Monterey Bay Aquarium is located
at 886 Cannery Row in Monterey. Its mission is to inspire conservation of the oceans.

WHEN I TAKE A LISTING
I TAKE IT GLOBAL

DAVID
BINDEL

ge 29

GIRL FRIDAY AGENCY...
...is a personal assistant agency. We are here to help busy professionals, over-worked parents and seniors with their daily menial
tasks. In the past, personal assistant were only available for the
elite. Now the courtesy and professionalism of a personal assistant is available in Monterey Peninsula.
We welcome any questions.

831.578.6023
julie@girlfridayagency.com
www.girlfridayagencies.com

Jane Roland

Animal Tales and
Other Random Thoughts

They called her Angel
It was a halcyon day on Janus Hill, high on Jack’s Peak, and Phil and Jesma Smith
were enjoying cocktails on the patio. The Smiths were parents of Becky Flavin, our
next door neighbor, about whom I have written several times. The Flavins are a good
source of material for this column as they have had animal family members over the
years that offer fodder for pet “tails.”
Jesma was a delightful woman with a wickedly divine sense of humor. Once when
she was parked in her gold Rolls Royce in downtown Carmel a man walked by, turned
and stuck his head in the window. “Oh my,” he said scornfully, “you must be rich.”
Jesma didn’t bat an eyelash. “Yes,” she replied. “Filthy.” Another time she told of her
mother who was waiting in the same car outside of what was Purity Market. She insisted
Jesma go in and pick up the newspaper. “But,” she remonstrated, “I want the free one.”
The Smiths entertained often, with panache, events to which we were fortunate
enough to be invited. There were luncheons for men and women (never at the same
time) with piano recitals given by the hostess and three of her equally accomplished
friends, with great food and lots to drink. We also enjoyed lavish and delightful cocktail
parties. They were an ebullient, hospitable couple.
They lived across the road from Dr. and Mrs. Robert Malloy, a veterinarian and his
wife. Both were devoted to animals and had llamas, which were adorable but known
to spit fiercely on friend or foe if the mood arose.
On this particular afternoon the third member of the Smith party was their beautiful,
white, long haired kitty with hypnotic green eyes. She would stroll by and rub against
her people, hoping for a treat or a pet. Finally Kitty was bored and roamed around
looking for something else to do.
That something presented itself as a skinny eucalyptus tree. Up she scampered with
delight; she perched on a top limb and preened. As twilight gave way to night, Phil
and Jesma picked up their drinks and started inside. “Come, Kitty.” The feline started
down and then froze with horror. What had been an easy ascent was too frightening to
attempt as a climb down. She sat on a branch and yowled.
“Oh, Phil, what will we do? We can’t leave her up there.” After much pondering
they came upon a possible solution. Standing on a ladder, they offered bits of caviar,
and then smoked salmon. Kitty would not be enticed. She was unmoved.
Finally the man of the household got a rope which he tossed over the limb holding
the cat. They then used the rope to pull the tree. It came down, down till victory was in
sight. Then the rope broke; the tree branch snapped back; and Kitty went flying over
their heads into the night.
They looked over hill and dale. They called the rescue groups and police. (This was
prior to the days of computer chips for identification.) Finally it was determined that
Kitty was either dead from being catapulted over the hills (forgive the pun) or provided
a lovely morsel for a mountain lion. The life of the Smiths returned to normal, with
bridge games, musicals, parties and tennis.
Some time later, they were invited to the the Malloys’ home for drinks. It was a
beautiful evening in the Carmel Hills, where one could look forever on either side to
the Pacific and Monterey Bay. As they chatted, a lovely white cat strolled over; rubbed
against legs and purred with approval. Finally it chose a lap: Jesma’s. As it curled around
its soft nest, kneading a little, Jesma felt a tinge of familiarity. The green eyes started
back at her. “Where did you get this beautiful kitty?” she asked.
“Oh, it was really amazing, a miracle, you might say. One night she came flying
through the air and landed in the pasture. Isn’t she sweet? We call her Angel.” Mrs.
Malloy, the former movie star Kim Novak, strolled over, cuddled the creature and
kissed her on the nose.
Jane Roland is the Manager of the AFRP Treasure Shop at 160 Fountain Avenue in
Pacific Grove. The shop will have its annual open house this weekend, starting with a
preview party from 5 – 7 p.m., on Friday, November 30, featuring music, appetizers,
beverages and bountiful bargains for the holidays. Gcr770@aol.com or 649-0657.
www.animalfriendsrescue.org/treasureshop.html.

Monterey Library annual book sale

The Friends of the Monterey Public Library will hold their annual Giant Used
Book Sale on Sat., Dec. 1, from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., in the Library Community
Room. There will be a members-only preview sale on Friday, Nov. 30, from
3 - 5 p.m. Non-members are welcome to join at the door.
Choose from a huge selection of gently used books at bargain prices. On Sat.,
from 4-5 p.m. fill up a shopping bag with books for only $5. (Bring your own
bags, please) All proceeds go to purchase new library books and other materials.
For information call 831-646-5602. The Monterey Public Library is located at
625 Pacific St., Monterey.
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It’s beginning to  look a lot  like Christmas!
Local Couple lights up our lives during theholiday season

By Al Saxe
The light and music show at 508
Dennett Street in Pacific Grove is no
longer a well kept secret. It has been seen
by millions on You tube, Pacific Grove
Christmas, featured on KSBW-TV, and
enjoyed by legions of PG residents. The
show will run until January 4.
The light show is the brainchild of Michael Nall of Pacific Grove and his friend,
Pat Dooley of Patterson, CA. Pat had seen
a similar music-coordinated light show
on the Internet, but wasn’t sure whether it
was real. The logistics of setting up such
a show would stop most mortals.
Michael, a electrician and computer
guru, wasn’t even fazed. If the Internet
version wasn’t real, Michael would create
one that was. Michael’s bravado was wellearned, as he owns a computer technology
company that provides solutions for small
businesses.
The first year, it took Michael eight
hours of programming to set up one minute
of music. The original show contained
20 minutes of music. This year it only
took him 80 hours to program additional
changes. Michael is already excited about
new changes for next year’s show. The first
year, 2006, was a trial. Michael wasn’t
sure how receptive his neighbors and area
residents would be to his venture. He was
soon overwhelmed with people ringing his
doorbell to deliver cards, letters, cookies,
chocolate and cider. They loved it. Canterbury Woods and Forest Hill Many sent
their tour buses over to his house to view
the show. A Pacific Grove High School
social studies class was assigned the task
of finding out how the show worked. Once
the music started, they took off their shoes
and started dancing. Pacific Grove Police
patrol units would stop by at the end of
their shifts to listen. Thus a new Christmas
tradition in the Grove was born, and when
Michael was unable to set up the light
show in 2008, many were saddened.
In order to initiate the Christmas extravaganza, Michael purchased a package
called “Lights-O-Rama” which includes
hardware and software that controls the
lights and plays the music. The music is
broadcast over FM station 107.9. Visitors
park their cars across the street from the
Nall residence, set their radios to the station, and enjoy the music. Many crank up
their radios, get out of their cars, and start
to dance. Those watching are of all ages.
Sometimes they even bring their dogs.
What happens next is magical.
How complicated is it to set up your
own FM station? No problem, according

to Michael. He picked out an unused FM
frequency and stays under the FCC limits,
which prohibit broadcasting beyond 200
feet.
More than 8,000 standard lights and
1500 Led pixels are displayed. The Christmas tree has 11 strands of pixels allowing
them to control each bulb and color. Repairs are done at midnight after the light
show ends. Michael’s initial investment in
the light display was $5,000. Surprisingly,
the cost of electricity to run the show is
only $100 per month.
The most time-consuming aspect for
Michael is setting up and taking down the
show. during the first week after Thanksgiving, Michael’s family drives down from
Sacramento and helps with the set-up. In
the middle of January, the family returns
and dismantles the show until next year.
It is a tedious process and Michael would
appreciate help in next year’s set up. He
is also willing to offer advice to other area
homeowners. Brian Long, a student at
Pacific Grove High School, is presently
working with Michael to set up a light
display at his home in the Candy Cane
Lane neighborhood.
(We will keep you posted when
Brian’s light show is set up.)
Michael, his wife Christine, and their
dogs Tara and Muffy come out to view the
light and music show with their visitors.
Local deer also wander through the lighted
displays, delighting children who have
never seen “reindeer” before. Michael and
Christine are gracious hosts who answer
everyone’s and wish all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Want to feel the spirit of Christmas
and the holidays? Then bring the family
to 508 Dennett Street in Pacific Grove.
The light display is on from 5:30PM to
10:00PM daily.

Top, Michael and Christine Nall and
their pets; bottom, the entire array
at 508 Dennett Street.
Photos by Al Saxe.

YMCA Winter Day Camp Helps Youth Learn, Get Outdoors
The YMCA of the Monterey Peninsula is encouraging parents to help keep
their kids physically active and mentally
engaged by signing them up for the Y’s
winter break camp. The winter school
break is a wonderful time when children
and teens can benefit from enriched learning, new experiences and making new
friendships. The Y’s day camp offers all
of this and more.
“During school breaks, youth are
sometimes less involved in activities that
stimulate their mind and body,” says Amy
Buchanan, Regional Child Development
Director for the Y. “At day camp, kids have
the opportunity to get outdoors and learn
about nature, take on new responsibilities,
gain independence, and develop essential
social skills. As a result, they become more
confident, open to trying new things and
grow as individuals.”
Y day camp provides exciting and

educational camp programming for children and teens, and their parents, including: Field trips, arts and crafts, sports,
swimming and fun educational activities.
And, to ensure that all youth have the
chance to experience camp, the YMCA
of the Monterey Peninsula offers financial
assistance to those who need it.
A leading nonprofit committed to
nurturing the potential of youth, the Y has
been a leader in providing school break
camps for more than 125 years. Y day
camp continues to give youth an enriching, safe experience with caring staff and
volunteers who model positive values that
help build their kids’ character. According to Y camping experts, there are five
reasons why children and teens should
attend day camp:   
1.    ADVENTURE: Day camp is all
about a wide variety of fun adventures,

new experiences, and exploring the outdoors. YMCA camps have a new adventure for every child and teen.
2.    HEALTHY FUN: Camp offers
fun, stimulating activities that engage the
body and mind, and also help children and
teens learn the importance of nutrition to
help improve their eating habits.
3.    PERSONAL GROWTH: While
being away from the routine back home,
youth have a chance to learn new skills,
and develop confidence and independence
by taking on new responsibilities and
challenges.
4.    NEW FRIENDSHIPS: Amidst the
fun of camp games, songs, swimming and
talent shows, campers meet new friends.
5.    MEMORIES: Day camp is an unforgettable experience that will give each
camper memories that will last a lifetime.
For more information about winter

break camp at the YMCA of the Monterey
Peninsula, visit www.centralcoastymca.
org or contact Amy Buchanan at 831758-3811.
The Y is one of the Central Coast’s
leading nonprofits, strengthening local
communities through youth development, healthy living and social responsibility. The YMCA of the Monterey
Peninsula engages local men, women
and children – regardless of age, income
or background – to nurture the potential
of children and teens, improve the Monterey Peninsula’s health and well-being,
and provide opportunities to give back
and support neighbors. Firmly anchored
in Monterey since 1915, the Y has the
long-standing relationships and physical
presence not just to promise, but to deliver,
lasting personal and social change. www.
centralcoastymca.org
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Out and About with Seniors

Make This a Golden Age
Exercise video for seniors to be filmed
at Carmel Foundation Dec. 5

A new DVD release: Ann Smith –
The Art of Exercise (working title) is
shooting Dec. 5, 2012, at 2:30 p.m. at
Carmel Foundation. The DVD is being
directed, produced and edited by John
Harris, creator of Steinbeck Country:
Monterey to Big Sur. Members of the
Carmel Foundation who are participants
in the class will also appear in the DVD.
Ann Smith has produced six successful exercise DVDs selling in the millions.
She has been teaching for more than 50
years. She first visited the Peninsula a
year ago, performing her exercise program at the Carmel Foundation. Classically trained in dance, her new project
extends her belief in body movement in
the classical dance motif of slow motion
movements that are applicable at any
age. Her concepts are careful methods
of non-sport conditioning movements.
Smith promotes slow-moving, continuous stretching from the inside of the body
that combines weight bearing exercise,
aerobic breathing and isometric control as it maintains a strong, healthy, flexible body.
Ann Smith is 85 years old and has “all her own body parts,” she says. She is an
inspiration to aging individuals as well as younger people as she exemplifies the value
of daily exercise.
In production now, the DVD’s release date is yet to be determined.

Susan L. Alexander, Esq.

Spotlight on Seniors

End of year tax planning

As we enter the last two months of 2012, we wanted to bring to your attention
a number of upcoming potential changes in estate and tax law that may affect your
year-end planning.
The annual gift tax exclusion amount for 2012 is $13,000. This means each individual may make yearly gifts of $13,000 per recipient ($26,000 if spouses make a gift
to a recipient) without paying gift tax or needing to file a gift tax return.
In order to count toward 2012, the gift must be made by December 31st of this
year. Taking advantage of the annual exclusion is a great way to reduce your taxable
estate without requiring complicated, costly estate planning. There are many ways you
can gift: You can write a check, transfer stock, or contribute to a 529 college savings
plan, to name just a few. Payments you make on someone else’s behalf for medical or
educational expenses don’t count towards your annual exclusion as long as you make
them directly to the medical provider or educational facility. Beginning January 1, 2013,
the annual exclusion amount increases to $14,000 per recipient ($28,000 if spouses
make a gift to one recipient).
Gifts made in one calendar year to one recipient in excess of the annual exclusion
amount are considered to be taxable gifts and require that you file a gift tax return.
Fortunately, each person has a lifetime transfer exclusion amount that may be used to
offset taxable gifts made during your lifetime. For the remainder of 2012, the exclusion amount is at a historically high level. Each individual may make gifts of up to
$5.12 million without paying gift tax on the transfer. Married couples can transfer up to
$10.24 million. Without further action from Congress, however, this exclusion amount
falls to $1 million per person beginning in 2013.
What is the benefit of taking advantage of the historically high exclusion amount? If
you have a large estate that might be subject to estate taxes at your death, gifting away
assets now removes the asset as well as future income and appreciation from your estate while at the same time allowing the donee the opportunity to enjoy the gift during
your lifetime.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
Taking advantage of the $5.12 million exemption this year is not for everyone,
File No. 20122078
File No. 20122052
however. Before you decide to make large gifts to friends and family members, it is
The following person is doing business as RJ PUA
The following person is doing business as WINERY
MARKETING, 738 Leese Dr., Salinas, Monterey
WOODS, 1014 Del Monte Blvd., Pacific Grove,
important to make sure that doing so does not jeopardize your ability to meet your own
County, CA 93907. R. JORDAN PUA, 738 Leese
Monterey County, CA 93950. LEWIS B. SHANKS,
financial goals throughout your lifetime. After all, once you make the gift you lose the
Dr., Salinas, CA 93907. This statement was filed with
1014 Del Monte Blvd., Pacific Grove, CA 93950 and
ability to use those assets in the future.
the Clerk of Monterey County on October 30, 2012.
BARBARA C. SHANKS, 1014 Del Monte Blvd., PaSo, what should you do before year-end? If making annual gifts to family and
Registrant commenced to transact business under the
cific Grove, CA 93950. This statement was filed with
friends is part of your financial plan, and you have not already done so for 2012, make
fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on
the Clerk of Monterey County on October 25, 2012.
10/30/12. Signed: R.J. Pua. This business is conducted
Registrant commenced
to transact
business under
the Alzheimer’s
An estimated
4.5 million
Americans
have
disease.
sure the gift
is complete by December 31.
by an individual. Publication dates: 11/30, 12/7, 12/14,
fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on
Regardless
whether or not you intend to make gifts before year-end, the most
The number
ofLewis
Americans
withbusiness
Alzheimer’s
has more than of
doubled
12/21/12.
n/a. Signed:
B. Shanks. This
is concritical
thing
for
everyone
to do is to make sure that you have an estate plan in place
ducted by a husband and wife. Publication dates: 11/9,
1980.11/23, 11/30/12.
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF since 11/16,
and that it has been updated or has been reviewed within the last few years. There have
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
been many changes in estate laws over the years that may mean your current plan does
File No. 20110650
The
number
of
Americans
with
Alzheimer’s
disease
will continue
not accomplish
your objectives. Because estate taxes and laws are constantly in flux
The following person(s) have abandoned the use of
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
and
Congress
has
not yet acted on the looming “fiscal cliff”, flexibility is essential to
the fictitios business name listed: KINDRED TRANIto grow — by 2050
the20122052
number of individuals with Alzheimer’s
File No.
TIONAL CARE AND REHABILITATION PACIFIC
estate
planning.
The following person is doing business as LAYLA

Legal Notices

“Dad Couldn’t Remember How To Get Home.”

A

couldROSE
range
from 11.3 million to 16 million.
PHOTOGRAPHY and CREATING MEMO-

COAST, 720 Romie Lane, Salinas, Monterey County,
CA 93901. The fictitious business name was filed in
Monterey County on 03/21/11, file number 20110650.
Registered owner: PACIFIC COAST CARE CENTER, LLC, 680 South Fourth Street, Louisville, KY
40202,s sAi oDE
This
was
with the
Compa
n •LLC.
Ca re
Co m m i t m
e n filed
t
• statement
Clerk of Monterey County on November 16, 2012.
This business was conducted by a limited liability
company. Publication dates: 11/30, 12/7, 12/14,
12/21/12.

lexander

law office, p.c.

Susan L. Alexander is a local Estate Planning attorney who holds an advanced

RIES, 367 San Juan Grade, Salinas, Monterey County,

Half ofCAall
nursing
home
residents
have
disease
93906.
MARISSA
GUTIERREZ,
367 San
Juan Alzheimer’s
law degree
(LL.M)orin Taxation in addition to the Juris Doctor degree. She is a member
Grade, Salinas, CA 93906, and RAUL Z. GUTIERof Wealth Counsel, a preeminent national organization for estate planning attorneys.
a related
REZ, disorder.
367 San Juan Grade, Salinas, CA 93906.This
statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on November 6, 2012. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name or
name(s) listed above on n/a. Signed: Marissa Gutierrez. This business is conducted by a husband and wife.
Publication dates: 11/9, 11/16, 11/23, 11/30/12.

Susan can be reached at 831-644-0300 or at Susan@AlexanderEstateLaw.com.

A person with Alzheimer’s disease will live an average of eight
years and as many as 20 years or more from the onset of symptoms.
The average cost for nursing home care is over $50,000 per year
oncentrating
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
but canFICTITIOUS
exceed $70,000.
(Source for all statistics: Alzheimer’s Association, www.alz.org)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20122162
The following person is doing business as EZMEDIA
MARKETING, 484 B Washington St., Suite 329,
Monterey, Monterey County, CA 93940. HAROLD
LINDSEY, 1837 Mendocino St., Seaside, CA 93955.
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey
County on Nov. 14, 2012. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name or
name(s) listed above on n/a. Signed: Harold Lindsey.
This business is conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21/12.

File No. 20122112
The following person is doing business as MONTEREY JUNK REMOVAL, 303 Grand Ave., Pacific
Grove, Monterey County, CA 93950; DAVID JOHNSON, 303 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950. This
statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County
on Nov. 5, 2012. Registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or name(s)
listed above on N/A. Signed: David Johnson. This
business is conducted by an individual. Publication
dates: 11/16, 11/23, 11/30, 12/7/12

The answers to the legal and financial challenges posed by Alzheimer’s disease
can only be answered on an individual basis by an attorney whose practice is
concentrated on elder law, Medi-Cal planning, and estate planning.

on legal counseling,
assistance and advocacy for seniors.

At the Alexander Law Office, we provide the honest ways to protect your home,
loved ones and independence.

Qualify for Medi-Cal Sooner!
To place legal•notices
831-644-030
www.AlexanderEstateLaw.com
call 831-324-4742.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20122179
The following person is doing business as DAVE’S
GARAGE WHOLESALE, 768 Lemos Ave., Salinas,
Monterey County, CA 93901. DAVID MICHAEL
ZABALA, 768 Lemos Ave., Salinas, CA 93901 and
CHARISS MUSONES ZABALA, 768 Lemos Ave.,
Salinas, CA 93901. This statement was filed with the
Clerk of Monterey County on November 15, 2012.
Registrant commenced to transact business under the
fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on
11/15/12. Signed: David Zabala and Chariss Zabala.
This business is conducted by a husband and wife.
Publication dates: 11/23, 11/30, 12/7, 12/14/12.

Susan Alexander

Attorney
at Law
Susan
Alexander,
Attorney at Law

Elder Law practice areas:
Long-Term Care Issues
Special Needs Planning
Powers Of Attorney
Medi-Cal Planning For Skilled Nursing Benefits
Guardianships and Conservatorships
Healthcare Decision Making
Elder Abuse and Neglect
Wills and Trusts
Probate and Trust Litigation

199 17th Street • Suite L • Pacific Grove, CA 93950
We do the
proof of publication.
We accept credit cards.

199 17th Street, Suite L • Pacific Grove, California 93950
831-644-0300 • Fax: 831-644-0330 • www.AlexanderEstateLaw.com
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Personal Finances

In The Money

Retroactive Tax Increase
on Highest Taxed State

Kyle A. Krasa, Esq.

Planning for
Each Generation

Travis H. Long, CPA

Travis on Taxes
Depending on how you look at it, Californians could now consider themselves
the highest taxed state in the U.S. after our recent passage of Proposition 30 on our
November ballots. Proposition 30 increased income tax rates by one to two percent on
people earning over $250,000. It also made these increase retroactive as of 1/1/2012.
If you are subject to these higher tax rates, be aware that your state withholdings are
likely inadequate and you should talk to your tax professional about making an additional payment by April. No penalties will be assessed for under withholding to the
extent that it is attributable to the tax hike, and you pay it by April 15, 2013.
Our top rate on our highest earners is now 13.3%, commanding an impressive
2.3% margin over second place Hawaii (11%), and 3.4% over third place Oregon
(8.9%). Other states in the high eights include Iowa, New Jersey, Washington D.C.,
Vermont, and New York.
You do have to keep in mind that some places have city taxes also. But even a
penthouse occupant in New York City that has a state tax of 8.82% and a city tax of
3.876% (combined 12.696%) would not have to muster up the cash of a wealthy dessert dweller in California.
Of course, there are many ways that states bring in revenue, such as sales tax,
property tax, inheritance tax, auto taxes, etc. So you cannot really base overall tax
burden on income taxes alone. If you are looking for overall low tax burden states
you may wish to consider Wyoming, Alaska, Florida, the Dakotas, Montana, Texas,
Tennessee, Mississippi, South Carolina, Louisiana, or Alabama. Different states also
have distinct advantages for people earning different types of income or have different
types of deductions. The more you have at stake, the more tax planning may become
a factor in where you choose to reside.
If you want to know more specifically how California’s new increases may affect
you, here are the details: California taxable income over $250,000 for single filers,
$500,000 for married filers, and $340,000 for Head of Household filers will be taxed at
10.3%. Taxable income over $300,000 single, $600,000 married, and $408,000 HOH
will be taxed at 11.3%. Taxable income over $500,000 single, $1,000,000 married,
and $680,000 HOH will be taxed at 12.3%. And anyone with over $1,000,000 taxable
income will also be assessed an additional 1% mental health tax.
Prior articles are republished on my website at www.tlongcpa.com/blog.
IRS Circular 230 Notice: To the extent this article concerns tax matters, it is not
intended to be used and cannot be used by a taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding
penalties that may be imposed by law.
Travis H. Long, CPA is located at 706-B Forest Avenue, PG, 93950 and focuses
on trust, estate, individual, and business taxation. He can be reached at 831-333-1041.

?

“Nice and Easy Does It”?

“My situation is very simple,” estate planning attorneys often hear, “I don’t need a
complicated plan.” Although most people realize that they need an estate plan to make
sure that their finances are handled during periods of disability and that their wishes
are carried out after death, there is a common propensity to want to oversimplify the
process. This is especially true if there are not obvious complicating factors such as
multiple marriages, blended families, creditor problems, irresponsible beneficiaries,
or special needs children. If one’s situation is so simple, what is wrong with a “niceand-easy-does-it” plan?
I often counsel clients that their situation might be “simple,” but the law is complex. Even the “easiest” circumstances can spiral out of control without proper and
comprehensive planning. Every estate – whether it’s modest, grand, or something in
between – involves an array of potential intricate issues that must be addressed.
During periods of disability, making sure the person of your choice has the legal
authority to manage your finances is an obvious concern. You can accomplish this by
signing both a revocable living trust and a general durable power of attorney. However,
a common problem is that the powers enumerated in such documents are often too
vague. Issues such as the need to make gifts or initiate a spend-down plan in order to
efficiently plan for long term care, to obtain insurance and name beneficiaries of such
policies, and to deal with mortgages might arise after you have become disabled. If
the trust and power of attorney do not have robust and detailed powers, the documents
might be worthless. At the time of signing, the “simplicity” of a twelve-page trust and
a two-page power of attorney might seem appealing, but when the documents need to
be put into action, the value of a more detailed plan becomes clear.
Also during periods of disability, you want to make sure that a person of your
choice has the power to make medical decisions on your behalf in accordance with
your wishes. Some “standard” Advance Health Care Directives actually have clauses
that state the authority granted to the agent will expire after a period of years, meaning that by the time you need to put your Advance Health Care Directive in action, it
might be unnecessarily invalid. Older health care documents that predate the passage
of medical privacy laws do not address your agent’s ability to access your medical
information. Making sure your health care documents are detailed, comprehensive,
and up-to-date is important.
With regard to transferring assets at death, regardless of their value, there are traps
for the unwary. An estate plan must effectively navigate taxation (including income
tax, capital gains tax, estate tax, and property tax), avoid probate, permit the trustee to
hire experts such as attorneys, financial advisors, and tax preparers, deal with creditors,
give the trustee flexibility in dividing the estate, allow the trustee to efficiently pay bills,
and address unexpected issues such as pre-deceased or recently disabled beneficiaries.
Other unexpected issues can arise such as disagreements among the beneficiaries over

See KRASA LAW Page 2

Estate Planning
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Medi-Cal Planning
Asset Protection
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whether or not to liquidate an asset and how to direct investments. Furthermore, due
to the nature of different assets, these issues often cannot be addressed just by one
document by might need to include an estate plan that encompasses many components.
While your situation might be “simple,” do not underestimate the need to have
a robust, comprehensive, and detailed estate plan. After all, estate planning involves
all the assets that you worked so hard during your lifetime to obtain and everyone
whom you love: everything that is important to you. Cutting corners in this arena is
a perilous proposition.

Pacific Grove High School

Young Writers Corner
The Last Grain of Sand
by Arwa Awan

KRASA LAW is located at 704-D Forest Avenue, PG, and Kyle can be reached
at 831-920-0205.

Wilderness first aid and calving
courses offered by park district
personalities and learn about the iconic
American legacy of cattle rearing and
calving. Features of the day will be meeting a genuine rancher and ranch horse in
full working gear, and discovering how
thoughtful grazing allows for co-existence
among endangered species, cattle and
people. Pre-registration is required The
instructor is Laurie Petkus.
The course is designed for all ages,
but minors must be accompanied by a
paid adult. It will be offered on Saturday,
December 1, from 10 a.m.-12 noon, at the
Palo Corona Regional Park The entrance
to the park is on the east side of Highway
1, approximately 200 yards south of the
Carmel River Bridge, which is just south
of Rio Road. The cost is $20 for district
residents, $22 for non-residents, or
$60/$66 for group of four. Children six
and younger are free.
Register online at mprpd.org. Walkin pre-registration is accepted TuesdayFriday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the MPRPD
office, 60 Garden Court, Suite 325,
Monterey. (Checks, money orders and
credit cards are accepted).Pre-registration
is required for all fee-based classes and
is strongly recommended for all free
programs. No day-of-registration for
fee-based programs will be accepted. For
more information, please call Joseph at
372-3196, ext.102, or send an e-mail to
narvaez@mprpd.org.

The Monterey Peninsula Regional
Park District is offering a two-day class
in wilderness first aid at the Garland Park
Museum and the opportunity to learn about
cattle ranching at Palo Corona Regional
Park To find out about all activities of
the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park
District, see its “Let’s Go Outdoors!” fall/
winter guide or go to mprpd.org.
Real-life preparation for the outdoor
enthusiast or professional is taught at the
two-day “Wilderness First Aid” course.
Wilderness medicine, sound judgment,
decision making and leadership skills are
taught in a series of interactive lessons and
scenarios. Topics include trauma, patient
assessment and medical and environmental
emergencies.
Participants will earn a Heartsaver
CPR and Wilderness First Aid certificate,
and hike up to two miles per day. Elevation
gain will be 300 to 600 feet. Instructors are
back-country medical guides. The course
is for ages 16 to adult. It will be taught
Saturday, December 1, and Sunday, December 2, from 8 a.m-4:30 p.m. each day
at Garland Park Museum, 700 W. Carmel
Valley Road. The fee is $195 for district
residents or $215 for non-residents, plus a
$25 materials fee.
In the “Rancher for a Day: Autumn
Calving” course, participants will visit a
working cattle ranch, get to know bovine
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Deadline for publication of Legal Notices
is noon Wednesday before publication.
We accept all credit cards.
Call 831-324-4742 for details.

We wear our lives out
Living among the dead bodies
the Burnt, the Gone, the Misled
the Dead
Indulged in the luxuries of our own mind
Bound to the rulings of our own flesh
Convolutions of selfdom wrapped around the obscurities of
passion
Wild fire the rain is smothering
Gleaming candles the wind is blowing
The melting clocks
The fleeing birds
The teeming water
The last grain of sand
Retiring

First Impressions:
A rose by any other name
By Laura Emerson
The view from my office looks onto an embankment that rises to street level and
is haphazardly covered with wild vegetation. Across the street is another embankment
whose ever-shaded and sparse greenery consists mostly of scrawny saplings and desperate weeds. So you can imagine my surprise and delight when, one Monday morning, I
opened the blinds to discover a stunning bright red rose in full bloom across the street.
There was just enough of a breeze to coax the large flower into graceful movement,
confirming my speculations that it was indeed a most hearty wild rose.
Later that afternoon, a co-worker was so amazed at the rose that she took a picture
of it. The close-up view on her iPhone revealed not a beautiful wild flower rising from
the ground, but a crumpled balloon dangling from a bush.
It has been a few weeks since I first saw the wild red rose and every workday
morning its bright red shape continues to greet me when I open the blinds. I know it’s
really just a piece of errant trash; but everything about it from this distance reminds
me how difficult it is to get past first impressions.

Book-signing and book sale at Monterey library

Renowned children’s author Anne Ylvisaker will sell and sign copies of her newest book, “Button Down” at the Friends of the Monterey Public Library’s Giant Book
Sale on Saturday, December 1, from 10 a.m. until noon. The book sells for $15 and all
profits benefit the Friends of the Monterey Public Library. The Giant Book Sale takes
place throughout the day (10 a.m. - 5 p.m.) in the Monterey Public Library Community
Room. The Monterey Public Library is located at 625 Pacific Street, Monterey. For
more information call 831.646.5602 or see www.monterey.org/library.

Annual genealogy conference
set for January in Seaside

On January 26, 2013 from 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. the 32nd Annual Ancestor
Roundup Genealogy Conference will be held. Nationally known genealogist,
author and college instructor Karen Clifford, AG, is keynote speaker and one of
over a dozen instructors at the all-day genealogy conference. $30 includes lunch
and a syllabus with early registration by January 15, 2013. Co-sponsored by the
Commodore Sloat Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, and The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Location: Family History Center
and classrooms at the LDS Church, 1024 Noche Buena (at Plumas), Seaside
CA. Information and registration, Serita Sue Woodburn, 831-899-2121 or email
seritasue2@comcast.net.
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The Green Page
Seeing Pacific Grove in a new light
By Cameron Douglas

converted from high-pressure
sodium to LED (Light Emitting
Diode) lighting.
The results are quite positive. Public Works Superintendent Michael Zimmer confirms
that since the new lights went
in, there has been a 50 percent
reduction on the city’s power
bill for outdoor lighting.

After a two-year application process, the City of Pacific Grove received approval
for a grant of $80,911 last
June to re-work many of the
town’s aging streetlights with
new, high-efficiency lighting.
The old sodium-based
Still in the dark
lights were replaced with
Meanwhile, in the Cantwo types of induction lightdy Cane Lane neighborhood
ing. These use about half
off Forest Avenue, the nearly
the electricity of the old,
100-year-old lighting system
sodium-based lamps. They
is out of commission. “We need
were installed on all doubleto rebuild the whole infrastruchead poles in the downtown
ture,” says Zimmer, citing a
area from Congress Avenue
complete lack of parts for the
to 12 tsp.h Street, and on Forexisting system that draws huge
est Avenue from Lighthouse
amounts of current. “Even if we
to Pine. Eighteen more lights
retrofitted high efficiency lights
were converted on upper
there, they would just blow out.
Lighthouse from 13th Street to
The old system pulls too much
Eardley. The stretch of Forest
voltage.”
that runs from Pine to Sinex
While the city looks for
received 20 new fixtures and Retrofitted street lamps shine brightly on Lighthouse Avenue across from the post office. Photo by
grant
money or loans from
bulbs.
Cameron Douglas.
PG&E to fix the problem, there
Eleven light poles were
is also talk among residents
done in the Jewell Park area,
of establishing a Special Asnine on Central Avenue, and
sisted of removing the complete existing
City officials state it used to cost
five more on Fountain. Parking lots adja- fixture components, and then wiring in $4,983 per month to power a downtown sessment District to raise money in the
cent to the Lighthouse Cinema and Fan- a driver that regulates proper voltage to light fixture using two 100-watt high- neighborhood.
dango’s received a total of 24 new lights. the induction light globes. Single fixture pressure sodium bulbs. Since the work
Cedar Street Times thanks Michael
In all, the City reworked 168 poles.
“cobra-head” lights using 70-watt induc- was done, the cost for the same lamp has
Zimmer and Emilio Alcaraz of PG Public
On the dual fixture lamps downtown, tion bulbs were installed at various other dropped to $2,309.
55-watt induction bulbs are in place. The locations. The cobra head fixtures are comThe grant paid for all retrofits except Works for their assistance with this article.
retrofit for the antique style lights con- pletely new and technically not a retrofit. for City Hall parking areas, which were

Golf Links light installation

The installation of the parking lot lights and the low level landscaping lights for
the Point Pinos Grill and Pacific Grove Golf Links parking lot has been completed.
The parking lot lights have been installed for three weeks, and we have now finished
installing the mini ray landscaping lights. The city has also installed some LED “up
lights” to illuminate the new entrance sign. “The parking lot lights are so unobtrusive
that, so far, most people haven’t even noticed them,” said a city representative. “We
have received many compliments and no complaints.”

Officials working to correct
downtown lighting problem

An unfortunate situation surfaced this week regarding downtown lighting, according to City Manager Tom Frutchey. In the 1990s, according to Frutchey, someone from
the City apparently “assured the business tenants at 12 th and 13th Streets on Lighthouse
Avenue that the City would install additional medians, trees, and lighting, so that it
would be clear to downtown visitors that the Downtown extended fully to 12 th Street.”
Obviously, he said, that never happened, and the City government has no record
of plans to do so.
Tom McMahon and Steve Thomas of the Business Improvement District, Moe
Ammar at the Chamber of Commerce, and Public Works staff are looking at alternatives for the long term that will be brought back to Council in this year’s capital improvements plan. Until then, the BID, the City, and the Chamber are working with the
tenants and property owners to light the street trees in the sidewalks between 12 tsp.h
and 13th Streets, using the same lighting and configuration that has been used on the
median trees, to create a matching look and feel. The City will trim the street trees and
provide other assistance.
Frutchey says that, with a cooperative effort, the short-term fix will “provide a
nice welcoming to this important block of the downtown.”

Monterey Bay naturalist to
talk about trip to Antarctica
Above: The new parking lot lights have
now been installed. “Up lights” (above,
right) illuminate the new golf links sign
(bottom right).
(photos courtesy City of Pacific Grove)

Kate Spencer, an informative naturalist on Monterey Bay Whale Watch trips
and a Pacific Grove artist, will be the featured speaker at a meeting of a local
whales group Thursday, Dec. 6.
Spencer will talk about her recent expedition of Antarctica and the southern
ocean at the monthly meeting of the Monterey Bay Chapter of the American
Cetacean Society. The meeting is in the Boat Works building at Hopkins Marine
Station on Pacific Grove’s Ocean View Boulevard, on the shoreline across from
the American Tin Cannery.
The program starts at 7:30 p.m. and is free and open to the public. Refreshments are available at 7 p.m. More information is available at www.starrsites.
com/acsmb.
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For more detailed information
on market conditions or for
information on other areas of the
Monterey Peninsula please call...
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Bill Bluhm, Broker
(831) 375-2183 x 100
Featured rentalS

Houses
4/3
Ocean Views
PG
2/1
Close Dwtn Mtry, DLI, NPS (pets ok)Monterey
2/1.5/1 Wood floors, granite Kitchen, FP
PG
1/1/1 Duplex Close Dwtn Mtry,DLI,NPS (pets ok)
Apartments
2/1
Close to town/beach
PG
Studio Close to MPC
Monterey

1041 Morse Drive

Pacific Grove
NEW LISTING! Great remodel opportunity. 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath
home in the heart of Candy Cane lane awaits your personal touch.
Wood floors, fireplace, French doors, Wedgewood stove, large lot
with patios, decks and storage shed.

Offered at $535,000
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1127 Miles Avenue

Pacific Grove
Impeccable 4 bedroom, 2 bath remodel is
everything you’ve been looking for and more.
Ocean views, cathedral ceilings, skylights, wood
floors, travertine tile, granite counters, stainless
appliances and a dream 2 car garage.

Offered at $785,000

Clancy D’Angelo
(831) 277-1358

G

ION

Pacific Grove
Wonderful 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1,292 sq. ft.
condo. Brand new kitchen with tile flooring,
stainless steel appliances and granite counter top.
Crown molding throughout. Plantation shutters
in bedrooms.

Bill Bluhm
(831) 277-2782

Betty Pribula
(831) 647-1158

Ed
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1111 Lincoln Ave.

Pacific Grove
Super cute Pacific Grove cottage amid the oaks
in quiet neighborhood. Two bedrooms, one
bath, double paned windows, one car garage and
a fully fenced, tiered backyard. All appliances
included. Great starter!

Offered at $3,850,000

Offered at $435,000

Helen Bluhm
(831) 277-2783

d!

Carmel Valley
On a peaceful, quiet location close to the village,
sits a light and bright 3 bedroom, 2 bath home
with 1 bedroom 1 bath attached guest quarters.
Front decks and pool in courtyard, plenty of
storage and phenomenal views.

Arleen Hardenstein
(831) 915-8989

SOl

706 Hillcrest Ave.

1661 Franky Court

Pacific Grove
Over 2,000 sq. ft. 4 bedroom, 3 bath ranch
style home in desirable Candy Cane Lane area.
Features include generous sized bedrooms and
family room, fireplace in living room, hardwood
floors and 2 car attached garage.

open houSe liSting - nov 30th - dec 3rd

Joe Smith
(831) 238-1984

Sold!

Market SnapShot (as of November 19, 2012)

Monterey
$630,000
2BR/2BA
Open Mon 1-4
988 Madison St. X Monroe St.
Ricardo Azucena 831-917-1849

Pacific Grove
$535,000
3BR/1.5BA Open Sat 2-4
1041 Morse Drive X Forest Avenue
Piper Loomis 831-402-2884

Pacific Grove
$599,000
2BR/1BA
128 4th St. X Central Ave.
Al Borges 831-236-4935

Pacific Grove
$495,000 3BR/2BA Open Sun 2-4
675 Mermaid Ave. X Ocean View Blvd.
Piper Loomis 831-402-2884

Pacific Grove
$535,000
3BR/1.5BA Open Sun 1-4
1041 Morse Drive X Forest Avenue
Shawn Quinn 831-236-4318

Pacific Grove
$785,000
4BR/2BA
Open Sun 2-4
1127 Miles Ave. X Presidio
Arleen Hardenstein 831-915-8989

Pacific Grove
$599,000
2BR/1BA
Open Sat 1-3
128 4th St. X Central Ave.
Deane Ramoni 831-917-6080

Santa Cruz
Enjoy the tranquility and expansive view
from the living room of this well maintained 3
bedroom, 2 bath home. New stucco exterior with
fresh paint inside and out. Low maintenance
yard. Great location.

T.J. Bristol
(831) 521-3131

Sold!

Marilyn Vassallo
(831) 372-8634

d!

SOl

384 Ridge Way

(831) 917-1849

Carmel
Located just steps away from the beaches of
Carmel and a brisk walk to Carmel-by-theSea’s shops, art galleries and world renowned
dining, this 3 bedroom, 2 bath Carmel gem
has spectacular views of the Pacific Ocean and
Pebble Beach.

d!

Pacific Grove
$535,000
3BR/1.5BA Open Fri 1-4
1041 Morse Drive X Forest Avenue
Al Borges 831-236-4935

Offered at $630,000

4 SW of 10th Ave. on San Antonio

SOl

Sold!

Monterey
Secluded 3 bedroom, 2 bath hidden treasure
located just a few blocks up the hill from
downtown Monterey. Fireplaces in living room
and master bedroom, plenty of decking and a
low maintenance yard.
Se Habla Español
Ricardo Azucena
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1001 Funston Ave., #5

Offered at $380,000

988 Madison Street

Pacific Grove
Great location with Monterey Bay views and
only 150’ to the waterfront. Main house has
2 bedrooms and 1 bath with a one car garage.
The 200 sq. ft. guest house has 1 bedroom and
1 bath. Property needs TLC but has lots of
potential.
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675 Mermaid Avenue

Offered at $495,000

$1,325
$1,175

To find out more about area rentals or having your
property professionally managed by
Bratty and Bluhm Property Management,
please visit www.BrattyandBluhm.com

Bill Bluhm
(831) 277-2782

Featured liStingS

Monthly
$2,900
$2,300
$2,000
$1,200

Open Sun 1-3

Pacific Grove
Single Family

Number of
Properties

Median
Price

Average
Price

Days on
Market

Current
Inventory

50

$782,000 $1,304,414

136

Properties
in Escrow

30

$550,000

$617,166

84

Closed Sales
November 2012

9

$650,000

$783,444

68

Closed Sales
Year to Date

175

$554,000

$624,352

94

