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By Marge Ann Jameson

A Pebble Beach couple who sued the 
Monterey Peninsula Water Management 
district over water restrictions, fees, and 
home inspections lost their case in court when 
Superior Court Judge Lydia Villarreal ruled  
in favor of the water district as to all counts.

Richard and Sharlene Thum had gone 
through an inspection related to a new bath-
room, during which unpermitted fixtures were 
discovered. The Thrums, who admitted they 
had received a multi-thousand dollar water 
bill for extravagant use, had installed multiple 
showerheads in a spa shower, all of which 
worked at the same time, no matter how many 
people were in the shower at the time.

“The Judge agreed with the Board that 
that type of fixture promotes extra water 
use... and any extra water use is problematic 
as almost 70 percent of our water use is not 
legal,” said David C. Laredo, attorney for the 
Water District.

The Thrums' suit argued that  Water 
District rules are arbitrary and fail to advance 

Judge reaffirms MPWMD position
on additional water fixtures

legitimate governmental interests, but the 
Superior Court decision stated, "Allocation 
of water based upon the numbers and types 
of fixtures for a property has a 'real and 
substantial relation to the object sought to 
be attained," that object and governmental 
interest being water conservation.

The laws, said Laredo, are designed to 
conserve and provide water to the Monterey 
Peninsula and “are not unreasonable, arbi-
trary or capricious” despite the argument 
many citizens might raise that the same 
number of people in a home would not 
necessarily use more water if more fixtures 
were permitted.

David Stoldt, Water District General 
Manager, said "I am pleased Judge Villar-
real validated our processes, in full, after 
careful and thorough review. This important 
decision not only finds Water District fees 
to be valid, but also affirms our mandate to 
provide and conserve water." The Superior 
Court decision stated, "A 'plain and com-
monsense meaning' provides that the Water 

Confusion	on	
the	desal	front

Did Agha sell 
deslination plant 

or merely turn over 
management?

Year in Review June-December, 2012
New Year’s Resolutions - Page 13

By Marge Ann Jameson

Recent articles in the local press have 
carried conflicting accounts of what is occur-
ring at the Moss Landing Commercial Park. 
Did Nader Agha sell out his interest or did 
he take on a partner? It may all come down 
to a misunderstanding of the definitions of 
the various aspects of the management of 
the desalination project.

At the regular City Council meeting 
on Wed., Dec. 19, Donald Lew announced 
that his firm has taken over management of 
Nader Agha’s holdings at the Moss Landing 
Commercial Park, including the People’s 
Desalination Project, renamed the Regional 
Desalination Project. Lew is managing part-
ner for JDL Development, a family-owned 
private equity firm based in Concord, CA.  
Agha, he announced, is no longer involved 
in the desal portion of the project and will 
concentrate on real estate holdings.

Lew advises that his firm and Agha’s are 
partners in certain aspects of the project, but 
that Lew retains management control over 
every aspect while Agha is the property 
manager. “We are in charge of the capital,” 
said Lew, speaking of JDL. Lew is now 
“Senior Managing Director, Moss Landing 
Commercial Park.”

Lew said he will have no further com-
ments until some time into the new year. 
As to Pacific Grove’s potential interest in 
the desalination project, Lew said, “We’re 
working with all the interested parties to get 
the project moving forward.”

“We want to find a safe, reliable, afford-
able source of water” for the Peninsula, he 
said, to “replace the Carmel River water at 
a reasonable price. There is no change in 
that position.”

“We are trusting Carmelita Garcia to 
keep us organized and on track,” he volun-
teered, speaking of the former mayor who 
is now working for Agha in his office. “She 
is a good person.”

Garcia is also the unpaid executive 
director of Water Plus, a non-profit orga-
nization which seeks public ownership of 
Peninsula water.

Don't get too close! Winter surf along Pacific Grove's shoreline can sweep careless 
sightseers into rocky, churning, 55 degree water. Here a recent wave pounds the 
breakwall at the Otter Cove pullout, spray washing the cliff. Photo by Tom Stevens.

Winter surf
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Pacific Grove Weekend Forecast
28th 29th 30th 31st

Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported by Jack Beigle at Canterbury Woods

Week ending 12/27/12 .................................. 1.85
Total for the season ...................................... 8.16
To date last year (12/30/2011) ...................... 3.64
Cumulative average to this date ................... 6.06

Wettest year ............................................................ 47.15
during rain year 7/1/97-6/30/98*
Driest year ................................................................. 9.87
during rain year 7/1/75-6/30/76*

To place legal notices call 831-324-4742.

We do the proof of publication.

We accept credit cards.

The small town of Felton, an unincorporated area in Santa Cruz County, saw their 
original water purveyor, Citizens Utilities, purchased by Cal Am a decade or so ago. A 
public outcry and a campaign led by a citizens’ group calling itself F.L.O.W. (Friends  
of Locally Owned Water) resulted in an $11 million bond measure, passed by Felton 
voters in 2005, to puchase the water rights to the town and take it away from Cal Am.  
San Lorenzo Valley Water district now manages the water for the towns in the San 
Lorenzo Valley.

In October, 2012, Santa Cruz County Supervisor Mark Stone, who was part of the 
original campaign, called for the county to refinance the bond, which has $9.5 million 
outstanding, noting that rates had fallen from the original 5.1 percent to 3.4 percent. 
And on Oct. 30, they voted to do so.

The result is that Felton residents will see a decrease in their property tax rates 
next year of about $60 per parcel, or a little less than $500.

“That’s about right,” said Ron Weitzman of Water Plus, speaking of the 3.1 percent 
interest rate on the bond. It’s an interest rate that is not available to companies such as 
Cal Am, but would be available should water be publicly owned.

“Right now, we’re paying about 6.48 percent through our water rates,” he said, 
noting that Cal Am has about $67 million in debt compared to what is estimated at $27 
million in equity.

Weitzman, president of the citizens’ action group Water Plus, believes that the 
equity could be purchased from shareholders and the debt assumed. Part of that debt is 
the $49 million in cost to remove San Clemente Dam. Instead of calling it a liability, 
the California Public Utilities commission voted to call it a “capital improvement” and 
allow Cal Am to make a profit on it.

Weitzman said that former Pacific Grove Mayor Carmelita Garcia has gone to 
work for Water Plus on a part-time, volunteer basis as an executive director. Her goal, 
he said, is to run Water Plus “similarly to the way” LandWatch, a Monterey County 
land-use watchdog, is run.

The entry of Donald Lew and his private equity firm on the scene (see related story) 
could mean that Lew will want to sell the Marina desalination project, in which case 
a public entity could buy it at the lower 3.4 percent interest rate. Weitzman said he is 
“not against” the possibility.

Lower	interest	rates	could	
mean	more	affordable	waterAgha issued a press release Thurs., Dec. 20 stating: “Mr. Donald Lew is joining 

the Moss Landing Commercial Park as Senior Managing Director to manage the de-
velopment of the new Regional Desalinization Project at Moss Landing Commercial 
Park (formerly known as the People’s Moss Landing Project).  Mr. Lew was formerly 
with Bechtel Power Corp., where he worked as an engineer.  He is looking forward to 
working with the City of Pacific Grove as the potential public agency.”

The current purveyor for much of the Peninsula’s water, Cal-Am, is under court 
order to cease over-pumping and desalination will likely be part of the solution.

Pacific Grove has been exploring becoming the public partner for the desalination 
plant. Sources say that none of the projects on the drawing board can meet the state’s 
deadline, including the project at Moss Landing Commercial Park.

There will be a Public Participarion Hearing on Jan. 9, 2013, on the Monterey 
Peninsula, in front of the PUC.

On December 17 at 7:45 a.m. the Pacific Grove fire engine and truck crews 
responded to an injury accident at Junipero and 9th Street in Pacific Grove. The 
engine arrived on scene within three minutes and reported a victim trapped in a 
vehicle that was on its side. The Duty Chief responded, initiated command set 
up, and assisted with scene safety. The vehicle was stabilized and the patient 
began to complain of upper back pain. The patient was extricated utilizing 
the Hurst tools (Jaws of Life) and then transported to CHOMP. Fire personnel 
stayed on scene and cleaned up all fluids and debris.

Monterey Fire Dept. Photo

Donald Lew, new Senior Managing Director, Moss Landing Commercial Park

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal 
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is 
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Fri. and is available 
at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.
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If You Pay Taxes
You Need To Know Us
www.AceYourTaxes.com
Or Call
J.W. Warrington & Associates
Enrolled Agents Representing
Tax Payers Before the IRS

Year Round Income Tax Service
Income Tax Audits & Appeals
IRS & FTB Collections & Procedures
IRS & FTB Offers in Compromise

Working With The Distressed
Tax Payer Is Our Specialty

831-920-1950
620 Lighthouse Ave., Ste. 165, PG

GIRL FRIDAY AGENCY...
...is a personal assistant agency. We are here to help busy profes-

sionals, over-worked parents and seniors with their daily menial

tasks. In the past, personal assistant were only available for the

elite. Now the courtesy and professionalism of a personal assis-

tant is available in Monterey Peninsula.

We welcome any questions.

831.578.6023
www.girlfridayagencies.comjulie@girlfridayagency.com

WHEN I TAKE A LISTING
I TAKE IT GLOBAL

BUY • LIST • SELL • TRUST

davidbindelproperties.com
831.238.6152

              DAVID
                 BINDEL

The city of Pacific Grove general 
municipal election will be held on 
November 6, 2012 for the following 
offices: mayor (one two-year, full-
term office) and council member 
(three four-year, full-term offices). 

candidates may obtain nomina-
tion forms from the Pacific Grove 
city clerk’s Office, 300 Forest Av-
enue, Pacific Grove, cA 93950, 
(831) 648-3181. completed forms 
must be filed with the city clerk’s 
office by no later than 5:00 p.m. on 
Friday, August 10, 2012, unless an 
eligible incumbent does not file for 
re-election, in which case the nomi-

nation filing period will be extended 
until 5:00 p.m. on wednesday, Au-
gust 15, 2012.

To date, the following have taken 
out the papers for the November 
election:

Mayor
Bill Kampe

carmelita Garcia

City Council
robert Huitt
casey Lucius

Dan Miller

On July 16, the Irs website pre-
sented this interesting article with 
10 tips on amending income tax 
returns.

If you discover an error after you 
file your tax return, you can cor-
rect it by amending your tax return.  
Here are the 10 tips from the Irs:

1. Generally, you should file an 
amended return if your filing 
status, number of depen-
dents, total income or deduc-
tions, or tax credits were re-
ported incorrectly or omitted. 
Other reasons for amending 
are listed in the instructions.

2. sometimes you do not need 
to file an amended return.  
Often times the Irs will cor-
rect math errors or request 
missing forms, such as 
Forms w-2, when processing 
an original return.  In these in-
stances, you may not need to 
amend.

3.    Use the Form 1040X 
(Amended 

4. Us Individual Income Tax re-
turn) to amend a previously 
filed Form 1040, 1040A, 
1040eZ 1040Nr or 1040Nr-
eZ. Make sure you check 
the box for the year you 
are amending on the Form 
1040X.  An amended tax re-
turn cannot be electronically 
filed.

5. If you are amending more 

than one year of tax returns, 
prepare a separate 1040X 
for each year and mail them 
separately to the appropriate 
service center (see “where 
to File” in the Form 1040 in-
structions).

6. The Form 1040X has three 
columns.  column A shows 
the original figures from the 
original tax return. column B 
shows the changes you are 
changing. column c shows 
the corrected figures.  There 
is an area on the back of the 
form to explain the specific 
changes and the reasons for 
the changes.

7. If the changes involve other 
forms or schedules, attach 
them to the Form 1040X. 
Failure to do so will cause a 
delay in the processing of the 
amended return.  

8. If you are amending your re-
turn to receive an additional 
refund, wait until you have 
received your original refund 
before filing Form 1040X. You 
may cash your original refund 
check while for any additional 
refund.

9. If you owe additional tax, you 
should file the Form 1040X 
and pay the tax as soon as 
possible to limit the accrual of 
interest and penalties.

IrS offers How to fix Errors made on Your Tax return

By Jack Warrington, Ea & Mary lou McFaddEn, Ea, cFP®

Enrolled to Practice and represent taxpayers Before the irS

We Speak Tax
CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE

NOVEMBER 6, 2012 ELECTION FOR OFFICERS

See We SPeAk TAX Page 29

“The Bench” opening in pebble Beach
On August 6 a new restaurant, The Bench, overlooking the 18th green, 

will debut at the Lodge in Pebble Beach.  It will be noted for its interna-
tional styles from Asian to Italian to Middle east, featuring incredible tech-
niques of wood roasting and open-flame cooking.  The Bench occupies 
the space formerly known as club 19.

Ya’all come back, heah?
A Mississippi drivers license was reported lost on Central Ave.

Qu’est ce que c’est que ca?
Some sort of property was found in Fandango’s parking lot but the police 

report doesn’t say what it was.
Oops. Brake not set? Wheels not curbed? Surprise!

A parked vehicle “popped out of gear” and began rolling down the street, 
colliding with a shopping cart and coming to rest in the red zone in front of a fire 
hydrant. The registered owner couldn’t be found so the car was towed.

Shoplifter ID’d
Someone stole a screwdriver from a store. He was identified and contacted, 

and he returned the screwdriver to the store.
Clean alarm 

A motion alarm went off in the laundry room of a residence, It was secure, 
but unpermitted.

Another alarm went off on Lighthouse. The employee on the scene didn’t 
know the code.

Scooter scooted
A mom reported her son’s scooter was stolen from in front of the school 

on Pine.
Bicycle stolen

A bicycle was stolen on 18th St. No suspect information.
Not in the Christmas spirit

A woman reported her boyfriend punched her and she thought she might 
have a broken nose. She was transported to the hospital. He was long gone.

A man reported his wife whacked him with a metal water bottle. He had 
injuries to the face and head.

12/19/12: School security checks morning.
Nasty but not illegal

A woman reported that she is getting nasty phone calls about debts owed 
by the guy who used to have her number. She is not willing to have her number 
changed, but she wants to be sure that she is not associated with the guy who 
used to have the number. But the police advised her that there had been no crime 
committed.

12/19/12 School security checks afternoon.
Lost ring

A ring was lost at Asilomar.
Stolen/not stolen

A woman reported her car was stolen, but the neighbors said she had driven 
it away and left it in a bank parking lot. She had forgotten. And now she has to 
take a DMV re-exam. Oh dear.

Hit and run
A person came into the police station to report that she had witnessed a hit 

and run incident. She had the license number of the victim’s car and the suspect’s 
car. But as the victim had not reported the hit and run, dispatch would not send 
an officer.

12/20/12 School security checks morning
Pawned items 

Seaside Police forwarded a list of items pawned by Pacific Grove residents 
in Seaside.

12/20/12 School security checks afternoon.
Lunging at the ATC

ATC Security said that a leashed dog lunged at their officer for no apparent 
reason. The dog owner was contacted by police. She said that they were startled 
by the security officer but understands that she is not to take the dog to ATC again.

Does the Police Dept. lend out large cats maybe?
A man on Sea Palm is complaining that his neighbor is feeding peanuts to 

the squirrels and blue jays. He was concerned because the squirrel then comes 
to his house and expects to be fed. The officer advised him of ways to keep the 
squirrels from approaching him and then told the offending party to quit feeding 
the squirrels per municipal code.

Private person’s arrest of trespassers
A woman on Pine placed trespassing juveniles under citizen’s arrest and 

then turned them over to police who in turn turned them over to their parents.

Yelling neighbor
A woman on Fountain said her neighbor came over and yelled at her and she 

wanted the incident recorded in case something happened to her.

Elder fraud
A bank advised police that an elderly woman was attempting to withdraw a 

large sum of money to be sent via wire transfer. The woman said that a man who 
claimed he was from the FBI and working with Pacific Grove Police told her 
to send money via Western Union to Brisbane, Australia. She had already sent 
$5,000. No traceable suspect info. This sort of thing makes me sick. Just sayin.’

12/21/12 School security check morning

Vandalism to dirt
A person reported past tense vandalism where a symbol was drawn in the 

dirt on Central.
iPod lost and found

A person reported leaving an iPod at the Rec Center. It was located and 
returned.

District has broad express and implied powers to provide and conserve water, collect 
money for services, and restrict water use during an emergency."

Laredo agreed that meters would provide the best measure of home and business 
water used. “But,” he said, “Cal-Am has that data and asserts it cannot be shared.” 
Without being given the data or being able to read 38,000 meters on the Monterey 
Peninsula each month, “How else can you control water use [than to limit fixtures]?” 
he said. “Judge Villarreal grappled with this, and eventually found that the District's 
rules had a reasonable basis.”

By Al Saxe

AT&T gave a presentation requesting 
the temporary relocation of a cellular tower 
from the Adult School to El Carmelo Cem-
etery until a permanent location could be 
found. Pacific Grove will receive $2,000 a 
month rental from AT&T. Councilman Dan 
Miller wanted to know why AT&T waited 
so long to request the change when AT&T 
were informed the PGUSD was not going 
to renew the lease. 

[Earlier in the week, the Pacific Grove 
Unified School District voted not to allow 
AT&T to even store the CoW (Cell on 
Wheels), working or not, on school prop-
erty after the expiration of the agreement 
with the district, despite a handsome offer. 
The vote was probably an answer to the 
conception that AT&T had “slipped in” an 
extra year on the agreement unbeknownst 
to the District, as well as the fact that a 
few members of the public spoke strongly 
against the CoW because of unresolved 
health questions. – Ed.]

A service contract with Albert We-
isfuss to provide professional arborist 
services to the City of Pacific Grove was 
approved. His contract, which expires Dec. 
31, 2012, will be amended and extended 
to June 30, 2013.

Tony McFarlane, Administrative 
Services Manager held first reading of 
an ordinance ratifying FY2011-2 Budget 
results. Although overall city revenues 
were in the black, the Police and Disaster 
Preparedness fund had a $203,000 deficit 
from the budgeted amount. The City’s 
Workers Compensation Fund had the next 
largest deficit at $122,199.

Council approved a resolution au-
thorizing the City Manager to execute 
an agreement with Monterey Peninsula 
Engineering, Inc. for the combined recon-
struction of Wastewater Pump Station 11 
and force sewer main replacement, in an 
amount not to exceed $2,069,205, which 
includes the base bid cost and a 15 percent 

contingency.
 
One of the longest discussions of the 

night concerned whether to amend the 
full time position classification schedule 
reclassifying the current Senior Librarian 
position to Library Manager to reflect 
the duties to be performed and manage 
expectations of the replacement.  Several 
members of Friends of The Pacific Grove 
Library spoke about the importance of 
changing the head Librarian’s title to 
Director since that is the title used by the 
Salinas and Monterey Librarians. They 
also felt that people who gave large dona-
tions might not do so if the term manager 
was used. The council eventually chose to 
go with the title Library Manager.

City Manager Tom Frutchey informed 
the council on Dec. 20 that our area is ap-
proaching a “water cliff.” He noted that if 
the area does not meet the January 2017 
deadline to have an alternative water sys-
tem in place, dire consequences will occur. 
He guessed that the first move would be 
to severely limit water for golf courses 
and public parks. The loss of the grass on 
the courses would have a devastating ef-
fect on the tourism business. He felt that 
the small water projects which the city is 
considering could be in place prior to the 
water cliff and preclude such trauma to our 
area. City Manager Frutchey also noted 
that the average amount of water allocated 
per person in California for daily usage 
was 300 gallons. We are now restricted to 
70 gallons per person. There isn’t much 
room to reduce that amount any further.

Representatives from Cal Am, the 
Moss Landing Commercial Park desalina-
tion Project, The Deep Water desalination 
project gave five minute updates to the 
council. Cal Am representative Catherine 
Bowie stated that the Cal Am Plan would 
probably not meet the deadline mandated 
by the State water board. The Deep Water 
project representatives assured the council 
that their plan was the least expensive of 
the three and could meet the deadline. 

Pacific	Grove	Council	
meeting	December	19
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Personal Finances

In The Money

Legal Notices

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.2012229

The following person is doing business as KIM LAN-
GUAGE CONSULTING, P.O.Box 5902, Monterey, 
Monterey County, CA 93944. JESSIE JUNHYUN 
KIM, 1204 Patterson Ln. #3 Pacific Grove, CA 93950. 
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey 
County on November 28, 2012 Registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious business name 
or name(s) listed above on n/a. Signed: Jessie Jun-
gHyun Kim. This business is conducted by an indi-
vidual. Publication dates: 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/12, 
01/04/13.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.2012285

The following person is doing business as HARD-
ENSTEIN CONSULTANTS and PRODUCTIVE 
ELEMENTS, 574 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove, 
Monterey County, CA 93950. LINDA LEE HARD-
ENSTEIN, 850 Marino Pines Road, Pacific Grove, 
CA 93950. This statement was filed with the Clerk 
of Monterey County on December 5, 2012 Regis-
trant commenced to transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or name(s) listed above on 2008. 
Signed: Linda L. Hardenstein. This business is con-
ducted by an individual. Publication dates: 12/14, 
12/21, 12/28/12, 01/04/13.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME:
Petition of KATHLEEN ELA SUMAROWSKI

Case No. M120989 Filed Decemner 7, 2012. To all interested persons: Petitioner Kathleen Ela Sumarowski filed a 
petition with this court for a decree changing name as follows: present name KATHLEEN ELA SUMAROWSKI 
to proposed name KATHLEEN ELA JOLLEY. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at the hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. Any person objecting to the name changes described above myst file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons for the objection at least two court days before the matter is scheduled to be heard 
and must appear at the hearing to show cause why the petition should not be granted. If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may grant the petition without a hearing. Notice of hearing date: January 18, 2012, Time: 
9:00 a.m., Dept. 14.  The address of the court is: Superior Court of California, County of Monterey, 1200 Aguajito 
Rd., Monterey, CA 93940. A copy of this Order To Show Cause shall be published at least once each week for four 
consecutive weeks prior to the date set for hearing on the petition in the following newspaper of general circula-
tion, printed in this county: CEDAR STREET TIMES. DATE: December 7, 2012
Judge of the Superior Court: Kay Kingsley. Publication dates: 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/12, 01/04/13

York School will host its annual “Inside York” admissions event on Sunday, Janu-
ary 13 from 2-4 p.m. This free admission event gives families an inside look at York 
school. The event kicks off with an information session in the Coburn Chapel on campus.

Following the information session, prospective students will have a chance to 
socialize with current York students over refreshments while parents can ask questions 
and learn about York school from teachers, veteran parents, and York student ambas-
sadors. Prospective York families will learn about curriculum as well as opportunities 
for music, theatre, athletics, student government, clubs, community service, and art.

Students, parents, and other family members are welcome to attend. No RSVP 
is required for this free event. For more information about Inside York, contact Catha 
Smith, Director of Admissions and Financial Aid, York School, at 372.7338 x 115 or 
csmith@york.org. 

York	School	Presents	“Inside	York”

Planning for
Each Generation

Kyle A. Krasa, Esq.

704-D Forest Avenue • Pacific Grove
Phone: 831-920-0205
www.KrasaLaw.com • kyle@KrasaLaw.com
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Estate Planning
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Medi-Cal Planning
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Kyle A. Krasa, Esq. is 
Certified as an Estate, 
Planning, Trust and 
Probate Specialist 
by the State Bar of 
California Board of 
Legal Specialization

December of 2012 was a very busy 
month for many estate planning attor-
neys and certified public accountants 
who deal with trusts and estates. With 
the Estate Tax / Gift Tax exemption 
expected to drop from $5,120,000 in 
2012 to $1,000,000 in 2013, many cli-
ents decided to make gifts of substantial 
assets in 2012 in order to take advantage 
of the higher exemptions.  The key to 
this strategy was the timing of the gift. If 
the gift was “completed” in 2012, they 
successfully took advantage of the more 
liberal 2012 rules.  If the gift was not 
“completed” until 2013, they likely cre-
ated further tax problems.  Therefore, the 
question of when a gift has been legally 
“completed” is critical.  

While clients gifted all types of 
assets in December of 2012, a very 
common asset gifted was real property 
such as homes, commercial buildings, 
and vacant land.  Typically, real property 
is transferred by a deed that is recorded 
with the county.  A legal principal that 
many attorneys had to remember from 
law school is whether the recording of 
a deed is necessary to “complete” the 
transfer, or whether signing the deed is 
sufficient.  If recording is necessary, then 
it would be a “race to the courthouse” 
to get the deed recorded by the end 
of 2012.  If recording was not neces-

An	end-of-year	race	to	the	Courthouse?
The date of completion of a gift is critical

sary, then the deed could be signed and 
notarized in 2012 but not recorded until 
2013 – the pressure would therefore be 
lessened.  

Before the concept of a “deed” was 
developed, the conveyance of land in 
England did not depend upon a written 
instrument.  Instead, a method known 
as a “feoffment” was utilized where the 
parties to the transaction would meet 
upon the land with witnesses.  The grant-
or would orally announce the convey-
ance to the grantee and would hand over 
a twig or a clump of earth to symbolize 
the transaction.  Subsequently, laws were 
passed that required a written instrument 
be utilized in order to convey real prop-
erty.  Although there are other methods 
used to convey real property, today the 
most common method for conveying 
real property is a deed.

The requirements for a valid con-
veyance of real property by deed are 

(1) execution of a (2) valid deed, (3) 
delivery of the deed, and (4) acceptance 
of the deed.  “Execution” simply means 
that the transferor signs the deed.  In 
order for a deed to be “valid,” it must 
contain a description of the land and 
clearly communicate intent to convey 
the real property between the parties.  
“Delivery” does not require that the deed 
be physically transferred to the grantee, 
but rather it is a question of whether 
the grantor intended that the deed be 
presently operative.  “Acceptance” is 
presumed if the conveyance would be 
beneficial to the grantee and sometimes 
it is not even necessary that the grantee 
was even aware of the existence of the 
deed.  

The recording of the deed is not 
necessary in order to effectively convey 
real property.  California adopted this 
English principal.  In fact, California 
Civil Code Section 1217 states: “An un-
recorded instrument is valid as between 
the parties thereto and those who have 
notice thereof.”     

The recording system is in place 
simply to put third parties “on notice” of 
the current ownership of the property.  It 
is designed to prevent an unscrupulous 
person from selling property that he or 
she does not own (such as the Brooklyn 
Bridge), or selling the same property 
more than once.  

In the latter example, there is an 
exception in California that makes the 
recording of the deed significant in de-

termining who holds valid title.  
For example, let’s assume that 

Scoundrel executes a valid deed trans-
ferring real property to Bing on Day 1.  
Bing does not record the deed because 
under the law, recording of the deed is 
not necessary to complete the transfer. 
On Day 2, Scoundrel executes a valid 
deed transferring the same real property 
to Gwen. Gwen decides to record it. 
Under California law, as long as Gwen 
was not aware the previous deed to 
Bing, Gwen will have valid title.  This 
result reverses the general principal that 
recording is not necessary to complete 
a transfer because the reasoning is that 
all Gwen should be required to do under 
the law to ensure that Scoundrel is the 
current owner of the real property is to 
examine the public records.     

This exception to the general rule 
that recording of a deed is not necessary 
to convey title is known as a “notice-
race” rule.  The term “race” is used 
because it conjures the fictitious im-
age of Bing and Gwen “racing” to the 
courthouse to record their deeds first.  
It’s fictitious because if Gwen is actually 
aware of Bing’s deed, she cannot prevail 
even if she records her deed first.

The bottom line is that all valid 
deeds that were signed in 2012 are 
“completed” 2012 gifts, even if the 
deeds are not recorded until 2013.  In 
“notice-race” jurisdictions, the one ex-
ception might be if the grantor decided 
to gift the same property to two different 
grantees and the second grantee recorded 
the deed first.  However, in this context 
of gifts between family members for 
estate planning purposes, that would be 
very unlikely! 

KRASA LAW is located at 704-D Forest 
Avenue, PG, and Kyle can be reached at 
831-920-0205.
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Mission Mortuary
FunEraLs, CrEMations, MEMoriaL 

CELEBrations and rECEPtions

450 CaMino dEL EstEro
MontErEy

831-375-4129

We do more than provide superior
funeral and cremation services. . .

Our NEW reception room, café and catering options
mean one less thing our families need to think about.

Various reasons including the fight 
against terrorism and failure to pay 
tax on foreign income are driving our 
lawmakers to require more stringent re-
porting of foreign investment activities.  
This is important because there have 
been significant changes in the past 
two years with the addition of a new 
reporting form, and the penalties for 
noncompliance include extremely high 
monetary penalties or jail time.  Even 
cases of non-willful neglect or igno-
rance could lead to penalties of $10,000.

Generally this affects people who 
have opened bank or investment ac-
counts in other countries (or are autho-
rized signers on such accounts) or have 
an ownership interest in businesses in 
foreign countries.  It generally does not 
include direct holdings of real estate, 
personal property, or financial invest-
ments made through an account setup 
here in the U.S. with a U.S. institution 
that diversifies your money and invests 
internationally.  For instance, holding an 
international stock index fund through 
Vanguard would not trigger a require-
ment because Vanguard has reporting 
requirements here in the U.S. that would 
cover you.  This additional reporting 
generally covers the things for which 
the U.S. would not know about unless 
you told them.

There are two forms which I feel 
tax practitioners should touch base with 
their clients about every year.  One is 
the Foreign Bank and Financial Ac-
counts Form TD F 90-22.1 (FBAR), and 
the other is the relatively new Statement 
of Specified Foreign Financial Assets 

There will be no December Science Saturday event at the Pacific Grove Natural 
History. On January 26 Science Saturday will feature “Amazing Migration.” Could you 
travel hundreds, even thousands of miles by only using your memory or your sense of 
smell? Come see how well you can migrate. Try matching scents as salmon do when 
they try to find their home river. Create crafts and try other activities as you learn just 
what makes these migrations so amazing. Science Saturdays are free and happen from 
11 a.m. till 3 p.m. on the last Saturday of most months. The museum is located at 165 
Forest Avenue. Phone 649-5716 for more information.

No	Science	Saturday	at	museum	in	December
Program returns Jan. 26

Personal Finances

In The Money

Form 8938 which has only been around 
for about two years.  The FBAR is not a 
tax return filing document, but is due to 
the Treasury Department by June 30th of 
each year (watch out if you are on exten-
sion and do your taxes late in the year).  
The new Form 8938 gets filed with your 
tax returns.

I suggest you think about any con-
nections you have with money or assets 
in a foreign country and discuss them 
with your tax professional this com-
ing year. The laws do get complicated 
and sometimes you may not think you 
have a reporting requirement when you 
actually do.  For instance, you would 
have a reporting requirement if you have 
a relative or friend in a foreign country 
that adds you on to their bank account as 
a signer, simply for the convenience that 
you could write a check on their behalf 
if needed, regardless of whether or not 
you actually do.

You may have a reporting require-
ment if a foreign relative or friend has 
named you as a beneficiary in his or her 
trust; or perhaps you have a pension or 
deferred compensation plan which you 
will someday receive for past service 
with a foreign company or country; or 
maybe you are an owner or a partner in 
a business that holds assets that qualify 
(indirect interest).  As you can see, it is 
not always straightforward, but I hope 
you are now more alert to the issue, and 
that you can identify situations that may 
need further review.

Seeking qualified professional help 
continues to grow in importance as we 
continue to move in a direction towards 

increased complexity.
Prior articles are republished on my 

website at www.tlongcpa.com/blog.

IRS Circular 230 Notice: To the 
extent this article concerns tax matters, 
it is not intended to be used and cannot 
be used by a taxpayer for the purpose of 

Resolve	to	volunteer	as	a	literacy	tutor
If you can read this, you are better off than 25 percent of Monterey County 

adults who are functionally illiterate and read below the fourth grade level. 
Imagine not being able to fill out a job application, read road signs, help your children 
with their homework, or understand the bills you receive. But the impact of illiteracy is 
not just on the individual. It is felt by the community at large. Businesses suffer because 
it limits the abilities of the workforce; health and safety become an issue when indi-
viduals cannot read their prescriptions or safety warnings; informed civic engagement 
is limited; and people are more likely to become victims of scams. 

Monterey County Free Libraries’ ReadMCFL program provides free tutoring 
to adults interested in improving their English literacy skills. Learners come to the 
program with many goals in mind: taking the GED, getting a driver’s license, becom-
ing a citizen or getting a promotion at work. ReadMCFL has close to 100 learners on 
its waiting list who want to improve their lives by learning to read, write, speak and 
understand English better.

Make a commitment of just two hours per week for at least six months. Volunteers 
are needed throughout the county. Volunteer tutors may join the ReadMCFL program 
at any point during the year by registering for our new tutor training. The next two-
part “Orientation and New Tutor Training” will be held on the Peninsula. Attendance 
at both sessions is required. 

Part I on Tue., Jan. 15, 6-8:30 p.m. at the Marina Branch 
Part II on Wed., Jan. 16, 6-8:30 p.m. at the Seaside Branch
For more info or to register, call 883-7597 or email andrewscs@co.monterey.ca.us

avoiding penalties that may be imposed 
by law.

Travis H. Long, CPA is located at 
706-B Forest Avenue, PG, 93950 and 
focuses on trust, estate, individual, and 
business taxation. He can be reached at 
831-333-1041.

Do	you	have	assets	or	investments	in	foreign	countries?
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We Bake or You Bake
Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust

WE	DELIVER!	(831)	643-1111
1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)

Mon-Thu 4-9:30PM • Fri-Sat 11-10PM • Sun 12-9:30PM

www.Pizza-mYWaY.com

T he Fine s t  Gour me t  P izza

Winner	of	the	2010	PG	Res
taurant	of	the	Year	Award

Must present current coupon to get 
discount. Not combinable with other offers.

EXPIRES 1-28-13

Your Achievements

Peeps 

Grades 9-12 
Pebble Beach Campus

High Honors (4.0 or above) Seniors 
Andrew Arnold, Erin Astin, Kevin Chan, 
Yan-Yu Chen, Li-Kai Chi, Won Hyuk 
Choi, Sierra Garcia, Katharine Hedbabny, 
Miles Law, Alan Li, Connor Loken, SiYu 
Long, Bryan Louie, Hunt Ma, Danielle 
Marangoni-Simonsen, Daniel Matsumoto, 
Karsen Melgard, Sophia Newman, Chi 
Nguyen, J. Nickerson, Garrett Oldani, 
Sang Yun Park, Jeong Su Park, Kayla 
Riparetti, Suchun Shi, Benjamin Vierra, 
Mason Vierra, Alexandra Welschmeyer, 
Anna Wilcoxon, Hong Goo Yun, Wanzhou 
Zhai.
Juniors 
Rebecca Bruemmer, Yoonyoung Cho, 
Duc Dang, Robert Dean, Michael Gao, 
Zilu Guo, SeungMin Ha, Benjamin Hy-
man, Jessica Jones, Kidong Kim, Jack 
Levitt, Yibei Li, Samyuktha Masilamani, 
Elijah Meckler, Catherine Moran, Tatihana 
Moreno, Tatiana Myers, Huy Nguyen, 
Anna Shokareva, Wanming Teng. 
Sophomores 
Sharon Chen, Rebecca Chu, Fangjian 
Hu, Yijin Hua, Lin-Ya Huang, Yichun Li, 
Xiecun Li, Yu Qing Min, Linh Nguyen, 
Khoa Phan, Lan Phan, Emily Quinn, 
Tivon Sadowsky, Kasey Thaxton, Ruhani 
Wijewardane. 
Freshmen 
Teeger Blasheck, Alice Bruemmer, Anne 
Goldsmith, George Hutchinson, Hyung-
Chul Kim, Jack Margolis, Emma Morgan, 
Kaleb Pattawi.
Honors (3.7 to 3.99) Seniors 
Alexander Augustus, Emma Bhaskar, 
Begüm Birsöz, Kevin Chang, Marisa 
Chayavivatkul, Marion Christensen, Diana 
Chu, Molly Clark, Kelly Gilson, Jordan 
Goodman, Nicholas Gouw, Suzanne Hi-
erl, Stephen Hotta, John Jackson, Jeffrey 
Jones, Chi-Hsuan Kan, Anne Keig, Bit 
AhLem Kim, Oleg Kozel, Nikita Leb-
edev, Jaemin Lee, Kyu Min Lee, Sarah 
Lino, Dominique Marangoni-Simonsen, 
Matthew McCarthy, Dawn Moon, Thao 
Nguyen, Monique Raynaud-Loughead, 
Richard Senegor, Kaitlin Sheppard, Ji Hye 
Suh, Amelia Winthrop, Abigail Woolf, 
Nathan Xu, Hoi Lam Yuen. 
Juniors 
Zachary Anglemyer, Kendra Calhoun, 
Chin Shiang Chang, Haoyang Dai, Ai-
sha Dautova, Isabella Efstathiou, Austin 
Gillespie, Jackie Goldsmith, Brandon 
Huelga, Sydney Jang, Emily Jaye, Madlyn 
Kammerling, Daniel Kanak, Min-Chul 
Kim, Austin Kwon, Chung Chuen Lam, 
Keehoon Lee, Jianna Mader, Alanna 
McEachen, Victoria McKimmey, Esther 

Grades 6-9
Carmel Campus

Stevenson School  has released the honor 
roll for its Carmel Campus, grades 6-8, for 
the fall term of the 2012-13 school year. 
High Honors (3.8 to 4.0) 
Connor Adams, Kyle Alessio, Audrey 
Bailey, Alex Brody, Samantha Hiura, 
Imogene Johnson, Asha Johnston, Gunnar 
Kozel, Alyssa Kwon, Natalie Lobo, Jessie 
Merenda, Lene Mjelde, Maeve O’Connor, 
Ji Woo Park, Robert Percell, Steve Pintar, 
Dara Pokelwaldt, Sylvie Pratt, Julia Sex-
ton, Alyssa Stegall, Grace Wagner, Olivia 
Wagner, Pinky Waranimman, Kira Wates-
Williams, Hunter Wenglikowski, Rahul 
Wijewardane, John Yeager.
Honors (3.5 to 3.79) 
Tatjana Atcitty, Cyrus Barringer, Lily 
Coming, Surya Daniel, Tess Franscioni, 
Chandler Henry, Stuart Henry, Fauve 
Koontz, Tristan McCallister, Colin 
McEachen, Alexander Meredith, Helen 
Nickerson, Ryan Nielsen, Grace Padgett, 
Kenny Pich, Max Rosenblum, Vick Sahni, 
Chloe Scheid, Kira Scheid, Nate Scherner, 
Thai Stanoff, Braxton Stuntz, Rushil Vas-
ant, Rylend Young. 

Stevenson School Honor Roll, 
Fall 2012

Miller, Andrew Miller, Jie Mu, Yuri Na-
kamura, Arianna Negri, So Yeon Noh, 
Nicole Paff, Grant Peszynski, Dominic 
Piccinini, Dalton Pick, Anna Romeka, 
Mackenzie Ryan, Isabel Silverstein, Tova 
Simonson, Kelly Skeen, Emily Termotto, 
Trang Trinh , Jie Yin, Ji Sung You, Xin Yu, 
Aijing Zhang, Zixuan Zhao, Kexin Zhen 
Sophomores 
Selina Chen, Julianne De Visser, Aidan 
Donohue, Julia Dreher, Brenden Fannin, 
Angelina Fung, Benjamin Gerber, Jessi 
Goodman, Julia Grossman, Ji Hoon Han, 
Jack Hewitt, Min Ji Jung, Soo Yeon Lee, 
Lok Yin Lee, Yuanyuan Li, Ingram Mao, 
Angela Meng, Youngjun Oh, Minsu Park, 
Zhiyuan Ping, Natalia Poehner, Jun Qiu, 
Nicholas Simmons, Connie Sun, Cassan-
dra Trosset, Madysen Washburn, Auriana 
Woods, Yutong Zhou, Xiaoqi Zhu.
Freshmen 
Charlotte Bairey, Christopher Barrack-
man, Dooroo Chung, Julia Farley, Mad-
eleine Fox, Sunhyok Kim, Jae Seung Lee, 
Chieh-Chun Liu, Kevin Matsumoto, Jacob 
McCarthy, Bailey McEachen, You Young 
Min, Seonho Park, Sarah Pokelwaldt, 
David Reynolds, Ian Rice, Noor Selleg, 
Dominique Seva’aetasi, Leighton Smith, 
Emma Strand, Aditya Vohra, Virginia Wil-
liams, William Wilson.

Chuck Wash, Auxiliary treasurer, at left, and Ann O’Neill, Auxiliary president, 
right, present a check for $200,000 to Dr. Steven Packer, CEO/president of Com-
munity Hospital, and Dr. Richard Gray, medical director, Tyler Heart Institute. 
(Photo by Harmon Brown, Auxiliary volunteer.) 

Auxiliary	makes	$200,000	gift	
to	CHOMP	for	cardiac	care

Three-dimensional images of patients’ hearts are now available at Community 
Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula, in part through a $200,000 contribution from the 
Auxiliary. 

Each year the Auxiliary makes a substantial gift to the hospital, using funds raised 
through sales at the Comforts Gift Shop and Fountain Court Café. Both are staffed 
primarily by the Auxiliary, whose members give nearly 80,000 hours of service to the 
hospital annually. 

“Through both our time and the money we raise, our dedicated volunteers make 
a difference to patients and visitors at Community Hospital,” says Ann O’Neill, who 
is completing a two-year term as Auxiliary president. “Tyler Heart Institute identified 
a need for this new technology and we were pleased to be able to help bring it to the 
hospital and the people it serves.” 

The technology, 3-D echocardiography, provides real-time, three-dimensional im-
ages of a beating heart, giving cardiologists instant, vivid views to aid them in making 
clinical decisions. More information about the technology, including a video demon-
stration, may be found here, or at www.chomp.org/pulse/the-inside-view. 

“We are grateful for the Auxiliary and its decades of support,” says Steven Packer, 
MD, president/CEO of Community Hospital. “Through its members’ work and financial 
contributions, the Auxiliary plays an important role in creating our healing environ-
ment.” 

Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula, established in 1934, has grown 
and evolved in direct response to the changing healthcare needs of the people it serves. 
It is a nonprofit healthcare provider with 207 staffed acute-care hospital beds and 28 
skilled-nursing beds, delivering a continuum of care from birth to end of life, and every 
stage in between. Find more information about Community Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula at http://www.chomp.org. Find information about joining the Auxiliary at 
www.chompauxiliary.org.

This year marks the 20th consecutive New Year’s Eve arts celebration in  historic 
old  Monterey. From humble beginnings this community arts celebration  has delighted 
participants and inspired attendees for  a  generation. It is sad but noteworthy that 
while there were over 200 First Night celebrations across the U.S. a decade ago, today 
First Night Monterey is one of fewer than 75 that  remain culturally significant and 
financially sustainable.

There are 24 separate venues and stages. There are 178  volunteers who help usher 
in the New Year in  a safe and art-infused atmosphere.

Seven different dance troops will perform at First Night Monterey including the 
Horon Turkish Dancers,  Spector  Dance, the Carmel Academy of Performing Arts, as 
well as lion, flamenco, and belly dancers, and for the first time ever at First Night there 
will be a cowboy line dancing lesson  and  performance venue.

First Night Monterey remains the largest alcohol free event in Monterey County.
The number of folks  who have danced and giggled their way to the new year in 

the company of friends and family over the past 19 years at First Night Monterey is 
435,000. The number of performers and artists at this year’s celebration is 301.

The price in dollars of an all access adult admission button for 2013 bought in 
advance is $20. Buttons are $22 at  the  celebration.  Youth buttons are $12 in advance 
and $15  on December 31.

There are 982 seats available in the Golden State Theater to hear perennial favorites 
the Black Irish Band, Red Beans and Rice and the grand finale in the New Year. 

Eight visual arts interactive projects  are available, complete with materials and 
supplies to all button wearers who wish  to create their own durable memories of First 
Night. 

First Night Monterey by the numbers
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catalyst soccer

It’s a great way to be active over the holiday is with a soccer camp that  
features professional instruction to give your kids the superb learning they 
need to develop in the beautiful sport of soccer!

Classes at Pacific Grove Middle School

Holiday
FUTSAL
CAMP

EARLY EVENING HUSH
by Roger Cowan (brother of Bruce Cowan, and written while he was in Belgrade)

Surreal silence hovers in the misty twilight air
It’s broken intermittently by bird songs here and there
By leaves detached from limbs above that flutter to the ground
By gurgling fountain; otherwise there’s stillness all around

A rainbow glows, the rain has lulled, its moisture still reclines
On drooping boughs of leafy trees and needles of the pines
Lovely lamplights flicker on an ivy-covered wall
Enhancing nearby bushes dressed in subtle hues of fall

Floating in the atmosphere’s a peaceful sentiment
Gold and crimson-colored flowers emit a fragrant scent
Time’s on hold while I amidst this setting soft and lush
Absorb the deep profoundness of the early evening hush

Shelf Life
Linnet C. HarlanCulture Carriers

The next time you’re in the library, 
take a moment to stop and listen, to think 
about what’s going on in the building in 
which you stand.  Depending on the day 
of the week and the time, there may be as 
many as 40 or more people sharing the 
building with you, but an air of calm and 
quiet will pervade their activities, even 
(usually) those of small children.  What 
you’re seeing and hearing in action is the 
power of librarians as culture carriers.

Culture carriers are the people who 
reinforce the culture of an organization 
or group of people and  transfer it to the 
newcomers, who allow the culture of a so-
ciety or an organization to extend beyond 
the life of a founder, particular individual 
or even a generation.  

Culture carriers can be powerful, 
even though their effect can sometimes 
take years to reveal itself. In “Why I Left 
Goldman Sachs,” author Greg Smith at-
tributes many of the abuses he saw in his 
last few years to the ascendency at Sachs 
of people who were not carriers of the old 
culture of putting the customers’ interests 
above the individual Sachs employee’s 
own short-term interests.

Think about the culture the librarians 
carry to our children and, if we need a 
gentle reminder, to us.  Reading and ac-
cess to the wisdom of others, however it 
is achieved, via books, the internet, CDs, 
DVDs or audio books, is important.  Be 
quiet in a library.  Respect the rights of 
others.  You and others are entitled to 
your privacy (so, no, the librarian won’t 
give you the list of what someone else 
has checked out or give you their phone 
number and she won’t give your informa-
tion to anyone else). Take turns (so, yes, 
you might need to wait to get the best 
seller in which you and 30 other people 
are interested).  You are important so you 
are greeted with a smile.

Obviously librarians aren’t the 
only culture carriers in our community.  
Schools, worship congregations, and 
parents are all important culture carriers.  
But it’s good to know an institution visited 
by so many Pagrovians each week is a 

stalwart in reinforcing traditional values to 
those who already have them and carrying 
them to the next generation.

Great Courses
The library has recently received 

more donations of Great Courses.  These 
courses include:

• “The Hidden Factor: Why Thinking 
Differently Is Your Greatest Asset,” 
(DVD) by Scott Page, which examines 
the power of diversity and the positive 
impact diversity can have on a col-
lective decision.  If you work with a 
group of people who have a number 
of perspectives on the issues you face, 
you may find this course particularly 
helpful.

• “Espionage and Covert Operations” 
by Vejas Gabriel Liulevicius, (CD).  
Hopefully you are not personally in-
volved in either espionage or covert 
operations, but you might be interested 
in learning about them. 

• “The Great Tours: Greece and Tur-
key from Athens to Istanbul,” by 
John R. Hale.  While appealing to any 
arm-chair traveler, this DVD series also 
offers a scholarly perspective on these 
important areas of early civilization.

• Parents wanting their children to devel-
op good study skills will be particularly 
interested in “How to Become a Su-
perstar Student” by Michael Geisen.  
While these DVDs have sections par-
ticularly offered for students, they also 
have sections directed to parents who 
want to assist their children.  Highly 
recommended for parents and students 
concerned about learning.

• “Chemistry” by Frank Cardulla is 
another addition to the library’s col-
lection of lectures devoted to specific 
high school subjects.  Like the library’s 
selections on “Algebra,” “Algebra 

II,” and “Geometry,” this six DVD 
set may soon be continuously checked 
out. If so, consider placing a hold on it 
rather than taking the chance it will be 
available during your next library visit.  
Against stiff competition, Cardulla is 
considered one of the best lecturers in 
the Great Courses series, regardless of 
subject matter.   He takes a subject many 
people consider difficult and makes it 
easy (yes, easy) to understand.  If you 
need to know about chemistry, here’s a 
resource you will want to use.

Who’s Reading What
PG Chamber of Commerce President, 

Moe Ammar is re-reading Khalil Gibran’s 
The Prophet, a series of philosophical es-
says written in English prose.  Moe also 
reads The Herald every day as well as 
reading The Chronicle each Sunday.

Chamber First Vice Chairman Mi-
chael Bekker “has three books open 
now.”  Like many others, he’s currently 
reading The Hunger Games by Suzanne 
Collins.  A yacht owner in waiting, he’s 
also reading Sailors’ Secrets, by Mike 
Badham and Robby Robinson.  Though 

he can’t remember the precise title, he is 
also reading a book about how to tie sail-
ing knots. He admonishes, “Practice the 
knot tying in your living room, not as you 
head out to sea.”

The knot tying book may be particu-
larly interesting to those readers intrigued 
by the way one thing can lead to another.  
Wikipedia reports in the acknowledgments 
of  Annie Proulx’s Pulitizer prize winning 
novel, Shipping News, Proulx states, “… 
and without the inspiration of Clifford 
W. Ashley’s wonderful 1944 work, The 
Ashley Book of Knots, which I had the 
good fortune to find at a yard sale for a 
quarter, this book would have remained 
just a thread of an idea.” 

The First Saturday Book Sale
Those of you looking for possible 

inspiration for your own Pulitzer Prize 
winner will want to mark your calendars 
for Sat., Jan. 5 for the monthly book sale 
held under the loggia of the library.  While 
the library is open from noon to five on 
Saturdays, volunteers Frances and Gary 
Spradlin begin putting books out approxi-
mately 11:00 a.m. and will happily sell at 
that time, so early birds are encouraged. 
The library has recently been the recipient 
of a couple of collections from estates and 
other library supporters who are clearing 
their personal bookshelves for new pur-
chases.  So the next few months promise 
particularly happy hunting.

Shelf Life	returns:	Who’s	reading	what	and	why

Public invited to join 
MPC gospel choir 

Love to sing in a choir? Interested in learning 
about the history of gospel music and its rich heritage?  
Mark your calendar for Sat., Jan. 5 and Jan. 12 (noon to 
3 p.m.) and join the Monterey Peninsula Gospel Com-
munity Choir as they rehearse at Monterey Peninsula 
College in the Choral Room. The choir is preparing 
for an annual spring concert and summer trip to Las 
Vegas for the Edwin Hawkins Love Arts Music Fel-
lowship Conference.

Founded in 2008, Monterey Peninsula Gospel 
Community Choir is a tax-exempt, non-profit 501(c)3 
corporation dedicated to promoting gospel music train-
ing, education and entertainment in the form of local 
events to expose community audiences to the diverse 
cultures of gospel music. 

John Nash Jr., the group’s founder and leader, has 
lived and breathed gospel music since his early days 
at Greater Victory Temple in Seaside. Nash has been 
involved in the Monterey Peninsula Gospel world 
since he was nine years old and has gone on to work 
with many of the greats of contemporary gospel music, 
including Andraé and Sandra Crouch, Edwin and Tre-
maine Hawkins, James Cleveland, Richard Smallwood 
and many more. Both John and co-director David Wells 
of San Jose volunteer their time to train the choir. 

MPGCC rehearses every second and fourth Satur-
day at Monterey Peninsula College in the choral room. 
The choir accepts all adults (without audition) who are 
willing to train and sing. The combined voices of the 
multiethnic, multigenerational, multi-faith MPGCC 
family represent most Monterey Peninsula cities.

Note that January2013 rehearsals will be held 
on first and second Saturdays of the month. You can 
follow upcoming MPGCC events or assist with tax-
deductible sponsorship donations on the website www.
mpgospelcc.org. 
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Otter Views
Tom Stevens

Letters to the Editor
Cedar Street Times welcomes your letters on subjects of interest to the citi-

zens of Pacific Grove as well as our readers elsewhere. We prefer that letters be 
on local topics. At present we have not set limits on length though we do reserve 
the right to edit letters for space constraints, so please be concise.

We will contact you to verify authenticity so your email address and/or 
telephone number must be included as well as your name and city of residence.

We will not publish unsigned letters or letters which defame or slander 
or libel.

Cedar Street Times is an adjudicated newspaper published weekly at 306 
Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950. Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The 
paper is printed on Friday and is available at 138 various locations throughout 
the city and on the Peninsula as well as by e-mail subscription and with home 
delivery to occupied homes in Pacific Grove.

Marge	Ann	Jameson,	Editor/Publisher
Phone	831-324-4742	•	Fax	831-324-4745

Email:	editor@cedarstreettimes.com

Driving along Fremont the other morning, I came up behind a beautiful vintage 
Chevy painted sky blue and cream white. The sedan was one of those “two tone” 
models popular in the mid-1950s, but the year on this one escaped me. I’m guessing 
1955. The body was a little plumper than the classic ’56 and ’57 Chevys.

What struck me about the car, other than the obvious pampering it had enjoyed, 
was that I recognized it even though I hadn’t seen it on the road before. “I know that 
rear end,” I thought, puzzled. 

The Chevy’s triangular tail lights and chrome-heavy bumper assembly - even 
the slope of the trunk - seemed eerily familiar. I followed the car for a couple of 
blocks before it finally clicked. I had built that model in plastic.

This week of “down time” before New Year’s recalls some post-Christmas 
weeks from that ’55 Chevy era. Back then, stormy late December weather encour-
aged me and my fellow boyhood nerds to play indoors. During a certain develop-
mental phase, that meant the brittle plastic parts and volatile glue fumes of hobby 
modeling. 

We considered this modeling a manly art, not to be confused with the more 
feminine modeling of fashions and skin care products. No, skin care was a low prior-
ity our kind of modeling. “Skin wear” was more like it. Within minutes of starting 
any project, our fingertips would be tacky with viscous, toxic, fast-drying glue. This 
glue could transfer easily to any place that might itch – forehead, neck, eyelids, the 
sensitive inner folds of nose and ears. 

Mostly, though, the glue transferred from your fingertips to the pasts of the 
model you weren’t ready to pick up yet. If you were lucky enough to notice this, a 
swift daubing with cloth or tissue could sometimes save the part in question. Other-
wise, the fuzzy glue added to the finished model a lumpy, fibrous underlay.

Frustration? Yes, there was a certain amount of that. In fact, looking back on it 
now, I’d say the entire hobby was a cunningly designed frustration test for 10-year-
olds. If you could build a presentable-looking model without growing enraged and 
bashing it to atoms, the assumption went, you were ready for architecture school.

Consider the process. Before you even started building the kit itself, you were 
taunted by the cover artist’s rendering of your car, truck, tank, fighter plane or, in 
very advanced cases, battleship. This box-top rendering was so vivid, so lustrous, 
so impeccably detailed that it would come to haunt you in direct proportion to your 
actual model’s ever-growing dissimilarity to it.

Indeed, no stymied jigsaw-puzzler ever studied a box cover with more anguish 
and dismay than did our whining little coterie of neighborhood modeling nerds. I can 
almost hear us now. “See, in the picture, how those exhaust pipes curve back from 
the engine block? Mine don’t do that!”

“And what about these flame decals? They don’t look like the ones on the box. 
These are panty flames.”

Once the tires, decals, windshields and chassis segments had been located, 
the other model parts had to be broken carefully away from little plastic connect-
ing sticks. Then all parts were laid out on the tabletop in meticulous, assembly-line 
fashion. Parts that could be snapped together were snapped together. Then, and only 
then, could the first trembling dots of glue be applied. That was the cat’s signal to 
hurtle up onto the table, tail thrashing.

Following an assembly schematic inked onto crinkly paper, we modelers would 
gradually piece together our fumbling facsimiles of the vehicles or war machines 
pictured on the boxes. While my colleagues turned out beautifully realized ’32 Ford 
“Deuce” Coupes and sleek “Black Widow” fighter-bombers, my creations emerged 
lumpy, glue-scarred and indeterminate. 

“Is that a car or a boat?” was a typical query.
“It’s a car boat,” I’d explain. 
“Lemme see the box.”
“No.”
While difficult to distinguish in other particulars, my models all shared a flaw 

that in time became my signature – gluey fingerprint whorls on every window. 
Whether my model craft traveled by air, land or sea, it would have crashed blindly 
into something.

These few pitfalls aside, modeling was fun, entertaining and character-building. 
Plastic models were also the default Christmas purchases of boys who had more pa-
tience than money. You’d buy the box, wrap it up, sign a card and hand it over. The 
recipient could tell what model was inside simply by shaking the box. 

“’55 Chevy! Just what I wanted!”
Then, the week after Christmas, you’d build it. 
Happy New Year. 

New	Year	Models

The Oxford American Dictionary defines “newspaper” as a 
“printed publication, usually issued daily or weekly, containing news 
reports, advertisements, articles on various subjects, etc.,” and “report” 
as giving “an account of (something seen or done or studied), to tell as 
news; report progress, to state what has been done so far.” and “news” 
as “information about recent events.”

If you have been following the fabrications recently in the Her-
ald, you have to wonder what is occurring? The November 20 article 
on a planned Marina Coast Water District Special Meeting states that 
I called for the special meeting. This is not true. I did not. It was the 
Herald writer Virginia Hennessey’s opinion. She went on to say “Other 
board members reasoned that it was merely procedural approval that 
let the environmental review move forward, an opinion supported by 
assurances by Monterey Downs developer Beth Palmer.” What was 
said at the meeting which would support someone to come to that 
conclusion? Or is Virginia Hennessey not reporting what occurred, but 
rather what her mind perceived occurred?

Virginia Hennessey reported after the November 13 meeting, 
which she attended from the beginning, that “Sue Hawthorne objected 
after the meeting that public speaking had been cut off when board 
member Nishi asked...” This is absolutely false. Sue Hawthorne spoke 
under public comments and I asked my question after public com-
ments were closed and brought back to the Board. There was no one 
cut off unless there was excessive talking past the time limit imposed 
by all governmental bodies.

Why are these false statements being reported? What are the rea-
sons for reporters to report false statements? Is there a responsibility to 
ensure what someone says is a fact and what is not?

The November 20 meeting reporter, Phillip Molnar, reported on 
November 21, as I remember articles in times before, a factual account 
and report. Phillip Molnar reported that President Dan Burns called 
for the special meeting. After the executive assistant notified me that 
the meeting was called, I requested the reconsideration of four items. 
I hope Phillip Molnar continues to do the job he has done for the resi-
dents who read the Herald because he reports, not fabricates, what is 
expected of him.

What is occurring otherwise, is yellow journalism. You cannot 
now reliably read the newspaper for unbiased information and then 
make your own decision. Someone now too often decides what is best 
for you. The residents are lucky that this does not occur in Pacific 
Grove with the Cedar Street Times. I hope this trend does not continue 
and the Herald goes back to the way Robert Allen Griffin, Colonel 
Retired, did it in the good old days.

Royal Calkin was sent the above guest commentary on December 
1. He called me on December 3 stating that his employee was quoted 
wrong in the commentary. I told him the recordings of the meeting 
confirmed what was in the commentary. He did not believe me, and 
I took him and his publisher, Gary Omernick, a copy of the audio 
recordings of the November 20 meeting.

The results: Two additional attacks against the Marina Coast Water 
District by the editorial staff on December 4 and 6.

The guest commentary that was submitted was not printed.

Guest Commentary
Ken Nishi

Yellow	journalism	is	
alive	and	well	in	Monterey
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Take Care
By Maria Poroy

It seems Obamacare is in, and 
while it has passed the legal hur-
dles we still do not know the final 
form things will take when  they are 
implemented in stages. Like Martin 
Luther King, I have a dream…but 
my dream is that a health insur-
ance application was a single page 
and that it contained only your per-
sonal data and billing information. 
No questionnaires listing so many 
things that can be wrong with you. 
No signature to release your medi-
cal information for underwriting.  I 
do not expect 2014 to be quite that 
sweet.

You will be able to get any plan 
regardless of your health history. 
In fact, it looks like you will have to 
have coverage. what about the little 
problem of just how you will pay 
for this coverage? we do not want 
a decline in care. Logically, when 
more sick people get coverage the 
higher the rates will be.

But wait! If everyone must be cov-
ered, then the healthy, perky peo-
ple, as well as the halt and the lame, 
will be covered. And it is that com-
plete participation that is the saving 
grace. The way insurance works  is 
that everyone who is insured pays 
into the pot. Today that is a lot of 
pots with names like Anthem, Blue 
shield, cigna and Aetna. when 
someone who shares your pot be-
comes ill your contributions help 
pay the bills. we need a single pot, 
or some way to share the cost of a 
serious illness with all  of  the pots. 

Now, the goal of each insurer when 
they underwrite a policy is to make 
sure they do not get more than their 
share of sick people, and that if you 
have a challenging health history 
you  pay a lot more so there will be 
enough in the pot to pay claims.

some of the uninsured I talk with 
now are uninsured because of 
their health or similar problems like 
overweight. some are young and 
healthy or just plain healthy. They 
feel lucky, and the statistics are on 
their side.even if you think you are 
bullet proof you can get a nasty 
surprise. No amount of preaching 
from me is going to make you be-
lieve that. But universal coverage 
means that you have to contribute 
even if you expect to remain healthy, 
and if you are a person with health 
problems you will to some extent be 
subsidized.

But for now I’ll say this: reform 
has improved the benefits for the 
insured. If you have been an a plan 
for over  two years you need a sec-
ond opinion of that plan. You may 
find coverage with better benefits, 
or price, or even some particular 
feature that suits you.  Insurance 
companies encourage their sub-
scribers to move from some older 
plans with disproportionate price 
increases. with everything else you 
have to manage in your life you may 
not even notice it until you reach 
your financial pain threshold. so call 
me now, or call me when it starts to 
hurt! Take care.

CA LICENSE #0776417

Gambling with
your deductible? 
Not sure what you need 
and what you’re paying for?
Getting objective, expert advice 
doesn’t cost you one cent more.
Your health is important. 
Call today for a second opinion.
• Health and Dental Insurance
• Medicare Supplements
• All top rated plans

Maria Poroy • 831-641-9940
maria@accessbenefitsgroup.com

www.accessbenefitsgroup.com

The Vote is In!

Arts and Events

Up and Coming 

First Night Monterey admission 
buttons are now on sale. Buying a 
button supports the celebration and 
directly supports performers fees. A 
button provides entrance to all indoor 
performances. Buttons may be pur-
chased in advance at a reduced price.

FNM is a festive New Year’s Eve 
community arts celebration designed 
for the pleasure and entertainment 
of all ages. The streets of historic 
downtown Monterey are transformed 
into a festive setting featuring an array 
of displays, food and performances 
by musicians, dancers, singers, poets, 
and other entertaining artisans. Music 
styles offer a wide selection of clas-
sical, folk, jazz, salsa, reggae, rock 
and world music, with many featured 
groups performing at more than 22 
indoor and outdoor venues.

Buttons may be purchased at all 
Monterey County Safeway Stores, 
Walgreens in downtown Monterey, 
Seaside and Marina, Nob Hill Foods 
in Monterey and Salinas, The Works 
in Pacific Grove, the Monterey 
Museum of Art, and online at www.
firstnightmonterey.org.

Through December 8 prices are 
$15 for adults and $10 for youth. 
From December 9-30, prices are $20 
for adults and $12 for youth. There is 
an online special through December 
29. (Prices are available on line.) On 
December 31 adult tickets will be $22 
and youth tickets will be $15. Chil-
dren five and under are free.

The Serra Ballroom in the con-
ference center is a dedicated dance 
venue in the evening with the ener-
gized sounds of California Cowboys 

First	Night	buttons	on	sale
followed by Fire in the Hamptons, an 
alternative Indie pop group, who will 
fire us into the New Year.

Carleton Hall’s sanctuary will be 
filled with classical and jazz perfor-
mances featuring the MC Symphony 
Brass Quartet, and the I Cantori di 
Carmel, an a capella ensemble group, 
Trio Amanha, featuring the sounds of 
bossa nova, samba and Brazilian jazz. 
The Golden State Theater comes alive 
with the perennial FNM favorites, The 
Black Irish Band and Red Beans and 
Rice, who will bring us into the New 
Year. And so much more from 3 p.m. 
until midnight.

The First Night opening ceremony 
begins at 3 p.m. with two hours of 
drumming, puppetry and art activi-
ties at Colton Lawn on Pacific Street. 
Interactive art activities, non-stop 
entertainment and activities are offered 
until midnight.

At 5:30 p.m. the Twilight Proces-
sion travels through downtown and 
features various costumed perform-
ers, floats, drill and dance teams, 
bands, street musicians, stilt walkers 
and other celebrants. First Night is an 
alcohol-free community arts event. A 
complete performance schedule will 
be posted on the FNM Web site, www.
firstnightmonterey.org.

Monterey-Salinas Transit offers 
free transit from all locations to the 
event for all who wear a First Night 
Admission Button, from 2 p.m. to 1 
a.m. Park and Ride at the Del Monte 
Center offers free off-site parking and 
MST shuttles run every 10 minutes 
from this location. For further infor-
mation, call 373-4778, or visit www.
firstnightmonterey.org.

Money	lecture	at	Monterey	library
The Friends of the Monterey Public Library and the Monterey Public Library En-

dowment Committee present “Will My Money Last As Long As I Do?”, a wealth man-
agement lecture with Certified Financial Planners Kevin Mahoney and Gifford Lehman, 
on Thursday, January 17, 2 - 3 p.m., in the Library Community Room. Participants will 
gain a framework and actionable takeaways to help ensure financial security for life. 

Adults over age 50 are especially encouraged to attend. Admission is free, but res-
ervations are required. Call 646-5632 or visit www.monterey.org/library. The Monterey 
Public Library is located at 625 Pacific Street, Monterey. 

Mary Gay Ducey

Art	Center	to	host	portrait	workshop
The Pacific Grove Art Center will host the “Portrait and Clothed Figure Painting 

Workshop” by world-renowned realist painter Warren Chang. This is an opportunity 
to study in-depth, limited-palette techniques used by master oil painters for centuries, 
as taught by Warren Chang, a professional artist and art professor. 

The workshop will be held January 6-8, from 10-5 daily, with a one hour break 
for lunch. This three-day portrait and clothed figure painting workshop will empha-
size working in an extended limited palette in oil for an emphasis on tone and value. 
Instructor demonstrations take place on the first two days. Lectures will include the 
construction of the human head, light and shadow and a brief covering of painting 
the figure and multiple figures in indoor and outdoor environments. The cost is $375. 
To register, send payment to Warren Chang, 824 Lottie Street, Monterey, 93940. For 
more information call 277-8474.

Storyteller	Mary	Gay	Ducey	to	
speak	at	Monterey	library

The Monterey Public Library presents 
Stories for Adults featuring Mary Gay Ducey 
on Tuesday, January 15, at 7 p.m. The award-
winning storyteller has made appearances on 
PBS, in colleges and libraries, and has head-
lined storytelling festivals across the country.  
Ages 16 and up are invited to attend. Tickets 
are $15 or receive one free with a valid Mon-
terey or Pacific Grove Library card. Obtain 
tickets in advance at the Help Desk. The 
Monterey Public Library is located at 625 
Pacific Street, Monterey. For information call 
646-3949 or visit www.monterey.org/library. 
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Natural	History	Museum	seeks	
donations	for	milestone	anniversary

The Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History is soliciting donations to help it 
mark its 130th anniversary next year. The museum first opened its doors in 1883 and 
continues as a free community institution today. The museum is located at 165 Forest 
Avenue. Call 648-5716 for more information. 



Animal Tales and  
Other Random Thoughts

Jane Roland
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199 17th Street, Suite L • Pacific Grove, California 93950
831-644-0300 • Fax: 831-644-0330 • www.AlexanderEstateLaw.com

Susan Alexander
Attorney at Law

“Dad Couldn’t Remember How To Get Home.”

(Source for all statistics: Alzheimer’s Association, www.alz.org)

An estimated 4.5 million Americans have Alzheimer’s disease.       
The number of Americans with Alzheimer’s has more than doubled 
since 1980.

The number of Americans with Alzheimer’s disease will continue      
to grow — by 2050 the number of individuals with Alzheimer’s    
could range from 11.3 million to 16 million. 

Half of all nursing home residents have Alzheimer’s disease or           
a related disorder.

A person with Alzheimer’s disease will live an average of eight     
years and as many as 20 years or more from the onset of symptoms. 

The average cost for nursing home care is over $50,000 per year    
but can exceed $70,000. 

Susan Alexander,
Attorney at Law

The answers to the legal and financial challenges posed by Alzheimer’s disease 
can only be answered on an individual basis by an attorney whose practice is 
concentrated on elder law, Medi-Cal planning, and estate planning.

At the Alexander Law Office, we provide the honest ways to protect your home, 
loved ones and independence.

Qualify for Medi-Cal Sooner!
831-644-030 • www.AlexanderEstateLaw.com

lexander
law office, p.c.A

Compas s ion • Care  • Commitment

199 17th Street • Suite L • Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Elder Law practice areas:
Long-Term Care Issues
Special Needs Planning
Powers Of  Attorney
Medi-Cal Planning For Skilled Nursing Benefits
Guardianships and Conservatorships
Healthcare Decision Making
Elder Abuse and Neglect
Wills and Trusts
Probate and Trust Litigation

oncentrating on legal counseling, 
assistance and advocacy for seniors.

Spotlight on Seniors
Susan L. Alexander, Esq. (J.D., M.P.A., LL.M.) Tales	of	New	Years	past

Originally New Year was in March, the first month in the Roman calendar. Julius 
Caesar changed it to January 1 in honor of Janus (god of all beginnings and gate 
keeper of heaven and earth). In 1752, Great Britain and its colonies adopted the new 
Gregorian calendar and January 1 became the beginning of the year. The custom of 
making New Year’s Resolutions came into vogue in the 20th century. Some histori-
ans feel that our New Year’s Eve celebrations can be traced back to an ancient Ro-
man observance around the time of the Winter Solstice. It was known for totally let-
ting go all discipline and rules for behavior (like some do today). “Auld Lang Syne” 
goes back to the British Isles from the 18th century. We remember Guy Lombardo’s 
orchestra ushering in the New Year commencing in 1957, and continuing many years 
after his demise. Recently most musical tributes on television are pretty noisy for 
these old ears. I recall Margaret Whiting and Dick Haymes singing “What Are You 
Doing New Year’s Eve?” in 1947, but for me, for many years, it was Peggy Lee’s “Is 
That all There Is?” that best expressed my feeling.

I recall little about New Year’s Eve, in my home, when I was a child. I am posi-
tive that my parents celebrated enthusiastically, until my father died in 1941, after 
that it is sketchy. When I was 15 I attended my first “adult” party, a dance for young 
people at the Tucson Country Club. There must have been anticipation, but I recall 
disappointment in spite of chaste kisses, from the boy I adored at the moment, on the 
stroke of midnight. Some years later, when I was in college, I was taken to a night 
club by a Canadian classmate. His name was Gordon Reeves; he was in his twenties;  
he was a veteran of the “big” war, as were many of the men on campus. I  hated the 
evening. There were strippers, overweight and festooned with pitiful sequined, tight 
dresses, topped with molting feathers. 

In the fifties things picked up. New Year’s Eve wasn’t complete without a visit to 
the Mission Ranch at midnight. Wherever we were, whatever we were doing at 11:30 
we jumped into our cars and raced to our favorite watering hole.

I married in 1959 and lived with my husband, Larry DeVine, in Germany for 
a few years. Larry was originally stationed at Wallace Barracks, the offices for the 
Counter Intelligence Corps, in Stuttgart where we developed a bond of friendship 
with many people, some known by Larry for years, others new. The first New Year’s 
Eve in our new country was spent with our dear friend John Grammer in Goep-
pingen. We stayed in the Bachelors’ Officers Quarters. I am ashamed to say that the 
highlight of that holiday was that I had forgotten my lipstick and nothing was open. 
What a disaster for a young woman! The following year we were in Heidelberg and 
everyone came for three days, sleeping on our floor or at the base.

In 1961 the wall went up in Berlin and all of the dependents were sent home. 
Some of the young, short term soldiers arrived by ship in New York and were in-
formed that their tour of duty had been extended six months. We were relocated in 
the heart of winter to a part of the country with which I was unfamiliar: Fargo, North 
Dakota.

We lived in a tiny house (the army off-base housing largesse was minuscule), 
probably no more than 500 square feet. J.J. (John Justin) was a 16-month-old toddler 
at that time. Larry was counter intelligence, and, as such, was allegedly a business 
man working in an office in Moorhead across the Red River. The natives were good 
to us. When Larry was away, which was often, the walk was shoveled and large 
Swedish men somehow crammed into our little bedroom and down the trap door to 
repair the furnace. Fargo was a small town in those days. There had been a violent 
tornado in 1957 which destroyed a large portion of the city. It was still a somewhat 
depressed area, not made better for us by the gloom of the weather.

New Year’s Eve arrived and we were invited to a party, hosted by the office 
manager where Larry worked. We were told to bring J.J. and put him on a bed with 
various and sundry other little ones. I can’t say that it was the best party I have ever 
attended; as I recall there were games, grog and mountains of food. However, there 
was a surprise. The mid-westerners in those days idolized their wrestling champions, 
who groaned, roared and wore colorful garments and face adornment. So popular 
were they that local television had channels devoted to the sport. The guests were 
thrilled and astounded when in walked Aldo Bogni, from West Fargo, a popular 
champ. (I must credit this bit of information to John Hallberg, Archives Associate, 
NDSU Archives, North Dakota State University. How I love Facebook.) Bogni could 
have been an Academy award winner in the eyes of his admirers. 

Since that time the occasion has been marked with gatherings of our closest 
friends, though they have diminished due to age and time. This year we will be alone 
and, should we watch the ball go down, it will be with my best friend, John, and our 
best friends Brandy, Lilah, Sammy and Toby.

From our home and hearts, we all wish you a very happy and peaceful New 
Year.

At this time of year, many clients tell 
me that they would like to make a gift to 
their grandchildren now or in the future.  
Coupled with this natural desire to provide 
for someone you love is the reality that 
there may be serious drawbacks to many 
options for giving gifts to grandchildren. 
Either there are no tax or estate planning 
advantages to you, there is a real possibil-
ity that you may need the funds for your 
own care in the future, you would have no 
control of the funds (or lose control after 
a certain point), or the money could affect 
a grandchild’s eligibility for financial aid. 

An option that overcomes many 
of these problems involves transferring 
money into a trust established solely to 
benefit a grandchild. With the help of an 
attorney, you can draft a trust that reflects 
your express wishes about when the in-
come and principal will be available to 
the grandchild, and even how the funds 
will be spent.

Transferring funds into such a trust 
offers the following benefits:
(1) You can reduce the size of your taxable 

estate by transferring up to $14,000 (in 
2013) into each trust you create for each 
grandchild. No gift taxes will be due 
in connection with the transfers and no 
informational gift tax returns need to be 
filed with the IRS;

(2) Although the trust owns the assets, you 
control them as trustee and can decide 
what type of investments to make;

(3) Income earned by the trust from 
amounts that you’ve deposited will not 
be taxed to you; the trust pays the taxes;

Gifts	to	Grandchildren:		
Grandchildren’s	Trusts

(4) Amounts deposited in trust, and the 
income earned from those funds, will 
be used for the benefit of your grand-
children; and

(5) You can provide that the trust terminate 
at any age you specify.

In order to qualify for these benefits, 
however, certain restrictions apply. These 
trusts are complex legal documents and 
should not be set up without the help of 
an experienced attorney. As a result, the 
chief downside of such trusts is the cost of 
establishing and maintaining them, which 
you should discuss with an attorney before 
going ahead with a trust.

Finally, you must be totally comfort-
able with this gift-planning strategy and 
the amount of money available to you in 
your estate. In short, you should only make 
gifts if you feel certain that the amount 
of funds remaining in your name and the 
amount of income they will produce will 
be adequate for your needs.

If you’re considering investing in 
your grandchildren’s future by establishing 
a trust to fund their college education or 
set aside a down payment on a house for 
them, consult with an Elder Law attorney 
with advanced training in tax law who 
can advise you on the best way to leave a 
lasting legacy for those you love.

Susan L. Alexander is a local Elder Law 
attorney with offices in Pacific Grove.  She 
is a member of the National Academy of 
Elder Law Attorneys and is a passionate 
advocate for seniors and their families.  
Susan can be reached at 831-644-0300.

Weddings, birthdays, promotions
Have your peeps email our peeps!

editor@ cedarstreettimes.com 
831-324-4742
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Start the new year with cultural ex-
ploration and fine art appreciation at the 
Pacific Grove Art Center.  There are new 
exhibitions from traditional landscape 
painting to wild colorful abstract paintings. 
From talented emerging and established 
artists, these shows appeal to all manner 
of personal preferences. Be inspired and 
ponder the creative diversity on display. 
Exhibitions will include the following: 
• Liz Maruska’s “Color on Fire” in the 

David Henry Gill Gallery, presenting 
bold, beautiful landscape painting cel-
ebrating nature’s power and majesty.

• Pacific Grove Art Center’s Studio Art-
ists Dante Rondo, Julie Brown Smith, 
and Robert Lewis in the Louise Car-
deiro Boyer Gallery with photography 
and painting.

• Paola Berthoin’s “Passion for Place” in 
the Nadine Annand Gallery, featuring 
tender and soothing landscape painting 
with a global vision: art of our Carmel 
Valley Watershed, the river and ocean.

• Abstract 7’s “Geography/Geometry” 

Pacific Grove Art Center
568 Lighthouse Ave.

Pacific Grove
(831) 375-2208

pgart@mbay.net • www.pgart-
center.org

Hours: Wed - Sat 12 – 5 pm
Sun 1 - 4 pm

OPENING RECEPTION
Fri., Jan. 4, 2013

7 – 9 p.m.

Erika Fiske
Homeless Chronicles

It’s Monday morning, December 
24. This evening, many will be gathered 
around lighted Christmas trees, with 
hot drinks and cookies, gifts piled high 
and happy children awaiting Santa. 
Others will be seated with their Bibles 
in churches and homes, reading words 
put down on paper thousands of years 
ago. Missing from these gatherings will 
be the increasing numbers of homeless 
among us—people like those under the 
trees by Del Monte Shopping Center, 
talking, smiling and graciously accepting 
the occasional gift dropped off by locals 
wanting to share their joy. 

It should be no surprise that there’s a 
48-year-old fisherman among this gather-
ing of homeless, telling tales of the sea. 
His name is Jeffrey, and until two years 
ago he was a commercial fisherman off 
the California coast, a job his loved for 
more than 30 years.

Today Jeffrey lives in a tent, shares 
meals with other homeless and still goes 
out on the water to fish for his food. Like 
so many fishermen, and Americans in 
general, jobs and money aren’t so plenti-
ful anymore. But Jeffrey’s lucky. “I can 
still feed myself out of the ocean,” he 
says. Ask him about his life as a fisher-
man, and he’ll gladly oblige, telling tales 
of monster fish with sharp teeth living in 
deep caves, or dangerous storms on rough 
seas. Jeffrey loves the sea.

Drying out after days of rain, he 
wears a shadow of rough stubble across 
his face and a camouflage cap and clothes 
to keep himself warm. He smiles and 
laughs a lot and doesn’t seem to mind that 
he has no family to go home to for Christ-
mas and New Year’s. Jeffrey appreciates 
the people seated around him, men and 
women of all ages, each with their own 
story. As he speaks, a large, black pickup 
truck pulls up and a young man brings 
over a gift for everyone. The contents are 
divided, and Jeffrey continues on with his 
story—and how he got into fishing.

“I was born and raised in Tahoe and 
fished my whole life. I left high school 
and went fishing,” Jeffrey says, explaining 
there were four different landlocked salm-
on in Tahoe just waiting to be hooked. 
Although he says he was a “killer track 
star and skier,” he quit school and, at the 
urging of a cousin from San Francisco, 
moved to the coast and took a job on a 
boat at Pier 45.

Over the next hour, Jeffrey talks 
of drag fishing and long lines, and all 
kinds of fish, from salmon and squid to 
swordfish and albacore. He mentions the 
rock cod that spends its life by one rock. 
He doesn’t hesitate to share his opinions 
and admits bad practices have decimated 
fish populations over the years, like gill 

nets used by the Japanese. With nets that 
stretched for 10 miles, they emptied the 
waters of albacore. Jeffrey’s boat once had 
to travel all the way to Hawaii to find the 
fish again. Finally, in 1995, fishing with 
gill nets was stopped, he says.

“California crab fishing is the hard-
est fishing I’ve done in my life,” he says, 
due to the many pots weighing some 
130 pounds that have to be dropped into 
and hauled out of the water. Fishing for 
albacore is one of Jeffrey’s favorite jobs, 
because of the skill involved and the fact 
that each fish has a chance. “We pull them 
out by hand. It’s the same with salmon,” 
he adds. “They get away a lot.” 

Unfortunately, commercial fishing 
has changed over the years. “Now boats 
want us to sign thick contracts,” Jeffrey 
says. “I’ve always worked on a handshake. 
It takes a certain something to be out 
there. It’s cold, hard, dangerous work. I’ve 
watched a lot of people pass on.”

Contracts or not, many of the jobs 
just aren’t there anymore. “It’s gotten lean 
here, because there are no more boats in 
this area,” he notes. “The Marine Sanctu-
ary and Julie Packard have hurt a lot of 
people. She closed the whole bay to fish-
ing. They want ‘yachties,’ not us. We’re 
too offensive.”

Jeffrey has no shortage of opinions, 
and it’s a toss up which he dislikes more--
-sea lions or Packard, executive director of 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium. “If a person 
is bitten by a sea lion, you never hear about 
it in the news. People come from hundreds 
of miles to see the sea lions. They’re like 
big dogs, and they can carry diseases in 
their bite,” he notes.

When a bunch of slips were estab-
lished for commercial fishermen, “Packard 
bought them all up, so there was nowhere 
for the fishermen to dock. Then she started 
saving sea lions,” he complains. “There 
were so many sea lions in the ‘80s that they 
got a parasite that ate their livers and kid-
neys. So many died that they were buried 
with bulldozers. Anchovies and sardines 
also got an acid in their blood that killed 
a lot of birds and sea lions.”

Jeffrey blames these problems on 
Packard. “Julie Packard is the Antichrist,” 
he growls, noting that fish tank sewage 
from the Aquarium has led to wormy fish 
in the bay, near the facility. “They have 
heart worms and liver worms and they’re 
full of tapeworms,” he says. 

But he doesn’t blame her for every-
thing that’s impacted local waters. “In the 
early ‘80s, hospitals were dumping stuff 
into the water, and big squid were beach-
ing themselves and dying,” he adds. Then 
there are the waters by Carmel, infested 
by algae and tiny shellfish brought there 
from other areas. 

While multinational corporations 
and the energy industry continue to deny 
global warming, Jeffrey has watched its 
impact on the oceans, and shares a warning 
with those who will listen. “The oceans are 
an awesome thing. When they die, we die. 
And the corporations don’t care,” he says.

Jeffrey hopes those lucky enough to 
live by the Monterey Bay will be espe-
cially concerned. “Right here, offshore, 
we have one of the deepest canyons in 
the world,” he says, listing the amazing 
sea life.

Worldwide overpopulation, pollution 
and overfishing have already impacted 
people like Jeffrey—fishermen whose jobs 
are gone. “Fishermen are sort of like the 
American farmer,” he says, referring to the 
disappearance of many small farms over 
the years as corporations gobbled them up. 
A similar thing happened among fisher-
men, when the corporate ships decimated 
fish populations.

“All the fish living on the rocks 
are ground down by those nets being 
dragged,” he says. “The American fisher-
man is being phased out. No one knows 
it, but we are.”

Jeffrey has long been concerned about 
farmed salmon as well. These “corporate” 
fish have hurt the salmon industry because 
of negative publicity, health affects and 
reduced prices. “They have to add color 
and hormones to these salmon. Baloney 
costs more than these fish,” he says.

Although fishing has been his life, 
there was more to his life than fishing. The 
woman he shared a home with left after 15 
years together, and no one has taken her 
place. Jeffrey had to make a choice, stay 
with her, or continue to go out to sea. The 
sea won. And Jeffrey has never regretted 
his choice.

He smiles and laughs again. “Why 
should I be depressed? It doesn’t help,” he 
says. “At least I’m still doing something I 
like—fishing. She didn’t want me fishing. 
She wanted me to have a 9 to 5 job. Fishing 
is demanding. It’s 24/7 living on a boat.”

As Jeffrey talks on excitedly, it be-
comes clear why he can’t give up on the 

sea. “Take the California cod. Some of the 
fish can live to be 250 years old. There are 
giant sea bass that are hundreds of years 
old. The Dover sole takes eight years to 
mature to spawn, and they travel in a ball 
of snot. They’re really slimy.”

Jeffrey often takes people out to see 
these wonders, including students work-
ing on PhDs in biology who’ve seen little 
more than books and nothing of what he 
describes. Close to shore off Monterey, 
he shows them huge fish living in caves 
among the rocks, and sometimes looking 
like rocks themselves. “I took someone 
out in a kayak who’d never seen a fish as 
big as a ling cod,” he notes. “I could put 
my head inside its mouth.”

And then there are the mysterious 
sights at night, he continues. “At night, 
everything glows out there. It’s lumines-
cence—living light.”

Despite all the nature programs on 
television, and the popularity of seafood 
restaurants, the public knows little about 
fishing, he says. “Even here, 95 to 99 
percent of the people have no idea this 
bay is where squid comes from for their 
calamari dishes.”

And while increasing numbers of 
tourists are choosing ocean cruises for 
vacations, the consequences are oil slicks, 
trash and dead marine life. “In interna-
tional waters cruise ships pump sewage 
out and drop thousands of bags of trash. It 
makes me sick,” Jeffrey says, adding that 
many of those bags wind up in a giant pile 
of trash the size of Texas in the middle of 
the ocean. One sight he has never forgot-
ten: “A turtle with a big piece of plastic 
hanging out of its mouth.”

As time goes on, the homeless who 
listen to Jeffrey’s fish tales for hours at a 
time may come to know more about fish 
than most people. And although he’s no 
longer on a commercial vessel, these in-
dividuals have become Jeffrey’s crew, of 
sorts. “There are some very bright, good 
people here,” he says of those around him. 
“We just need to be civil to one another. I 
get people to try to get along.”

To help with that, a rule has been 
established concerning cussing. “After 9 
in the morning, you can’t cuss out another 
person,” Jeffrey says. “We started that 
yesterday.”

When Jeffrey is ready to get back into 
commercial fishing, he’ll need to leave 
this area he’s grown to love. “I may go to 
the East coast and fish. I’ve never been 
there,” he says. And if the multinational 
corporations and energy industry haven’t 
destroyed the oceans by then, Jeffrey 
hopes to keep fishing until the day he dies.

“I like the rush I get from fishing,” he 
says, smiling. “You’ve got to have it here, 
in your heart. You have to really love fish.”

in the Elmarie Dyke Gallery. This is 
a collective of seven artists whose 
contemporary abstract work includes 
painting, photography, printmaking, 
assemblage and sculpture.

• Work and images of our Children’s 
Art Programs. Every year we teach 
hundreds of art lessons to local children 
and visitors. Our programs provide rich 
learning environments to stimulate 
young minds in creative problem-solv-
ing with varied art-making techniques. 
Come see some of the work we’re up 
to.

The Pacific Grove Art Center is lo-
cated at 568 Lighthouse Avenue. Admis-
sion is free. Gallery hours  are Wednesday 
through Saturday, 12 – 5 p.m. and Sunday, 
1 – 4 p.m. Contact the center by email 
at  pgart@mbay.net or visit its website 
at www.pgartcenter.org, or by phone at 
375-2208.

The reception for these exhibits is 
Friday, January 4, 7 – 9 p.m. The last day 
to see the show is February 14.

Fisherman blames Sanctuary guardians for his plight

Opening	at	Pacific	Grove	Art	Center
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by Cameron Douglas

Lawmakers in both major political 
parties acted unanimously to give the 
planet a nice Christmas gift – continued 
protection of our oceans and beaches from 
harmful trash and debris. The legislation 
is chiefly the work of Representative Sam 
Farr of the 17th California Congressional 
District, who obtained bipartisan agree-
ment in both the House and Senate to 
continue funding for this critical issue.

Farr’s contribution is a revised ver-
sion of an existing bill called the Marine 
Debris Act. In a nutshell, the Marine De-
bris Act funds the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) 
Marine Debris Program, which addresses 
the adverse effects of ocean trash. The 
original Marine Debris Act “sunsetted” in 
2010. Farr’s revision amended the original 
bill to do away with any sunset, clearing 
the way for permanent funding. It is con-
sidered a low-cost program at $10 million 
maximum per year. The expenses for 2013 
are projected to be larger in the wake of 
Hurricane Sandy, but there is relief funding 
to help with that.

The reasons for such legislation are 
obvious. By now, most of us have seen im-
ages of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch – a 
swirling mass of plastic refuse and other 
trash in the North Pacific Gyre. Its size 
is difficult to measure, but estimates run 
between 270,000 and 5,800,000 square 
miles.

The most significant part of the re-
vised Marine Debris Act is an expanded 
definition of marine debris. Previously, 
that only included trash that originates 
out at sea. It will now include all trash that 
ends up in the ocean, including that which 
originates on land. “It’s the first time any-
thing land-originated is considered marine 
debris,” said Adam Russell, Farr’s press 
secretary. “This allows NOAA to look at 
the entire problem.”

Farr submitted his bill as stand-alone 
legislation to be part of the Coast Guard 
and Maritime Transportation Act (HR 
2838), a larger piece of legislation that 
was already conferenced. Both the House 

and Senate agreed on Farr’s new language, 
and inserted it in the new CGMTA. This 
required only one vote in each legislative 
body instead of multiple votes.

“From the tsunami that impacted 
Japan last year to Hurricane Sandy that 
struck the east coast, we have seen a no-
ticeable increase in the amount of debris 
in our oceans,” Congressman Farr stated 
in a press release. “These disasters only 
highlight the problem. Every year, 14 
billion pounds of trash are added to our 
oceans…This act allows for the continued 
funding of a program that protects this vital 
resource and ensures its long-term health.” 

Marine debris carries a high cost. 
Statistics from Farr’s office show that each 
year, $250 million of marketable lobster is 
lost to derelict fishing gear. On the other 
side of that, a survey in one Oregon port 
showed that 58 percent of local fishermen 
had experienced equipment damage due 
to marine debris, with an average repair 
cost of $2,725 per boat. In Alaska, aerial 
monitoring of the local debris field from 
the Japanese tsunami cost $200,000.

Meanwhile, marine debris clean-up 
costs vary. Los Angeles spends $18 million 
a year in efforts to keep trash from reach-
ing the ocean. In one summer, Orange 
County filled ten garbage trucks each week 
from a six-mile stretch of beach at a cost 
of $350,000.

Farr, a Democrat, worked closely with 
Congressman Don Young (R-Alaska), 
paving the way for bipartisan support. 
Farr also gained cooperation and support 
from many organizations including Sur-
friders, Ocean Champions, the National 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation and Covanta 
Energy.

“If we are going to provide sound 
stewardship of the world’s largest trust, 
then we must fully understand the nature 
of the problem,” said Farr. “As our society 
has grown more dependent on disposable 
items, the oceans have become a dumping 
ground for our waste. Trash that endangers 
the health of our oceans does not differen-
tiate whether it arrived in the ocean from a 
boat or not. We must begin to understand 
that choices we make here on land have 
impact on our oceans as well.” 

Environmental	legislation	brings	unity,	
protection	of	seashores

Above: Fishing debris on the Alaskan shoreline. Photo courtesy Bob King and 
Alaska Sea Grant.

Below: Congressman Farr addresses attendees of the “Hands Across the Sand” 
demonstration against ocean oil drilling on June 26, 2010 at Carmel Beach. We 
recognize Robert and Denise Frieshmuth in the far left, and County Supervisor 
Jane Parker in the far right. Photo from Cedar Street Times archives.

President Obama signed Farr’s Ma-
rine Debris Act, and the entire Coast Guard 
and Maritime Transportation Act, into law 
on Friday, December 21, 2012.

For more information and ways you 
can help, visit NOAA’s Marine Debris 
Program web page: marinedebris.noaa.
gov/ Click on “Marine Debris 101”  

FD-280

We are proud of the reputation
we have earned.

Al Skonberg
17 Years of Service

Our vision is to be recognized as the most 
professional, ethical and highest quality 
funeral service provider on the Monterey 
Peninsula. We always go the extra mile 
in helping people. We are committed to 
offering the highest level of service by 
always listening and responding to the 
needs of those we serve.

390 Lighthouse Avenue, PG
Call 831-375-4191

or visit
www.ThePaulMortuary.com
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New Year, New You

New Year Resolutions

Launching a Leadership Revolution, 
a book written by Chris Brady and Or-
rin Woodward, includes an interesting 
story about Ben Franklin, one that I will 
paraphrase. The authors wrote that when 
Ben Franklin was a young man, around 
20 years old, a friend told him he was so 
disliked people would cross the street to 
avoid making contact with him. The book 
describes Benjamin as an extremely opin-
ionated and very argumentative individual: 
Ben Franklin with all his brilliance was 
very arrogant. The story goes on to say, 
Benjamin Franklin was so devastated by 
the news that it caused him to choose a 
new direction in life. Through the loyalty 
of one friend, an opportunity to change 
was delivered to Benjamin Franklin, at 
about the age of 20 he resolved within 
himself to change, and he did. He began 
a new project of self-improvement he 
called “moral perfection.” His four points 
of “Moral Perfect” are:
• He resolved to become more frugal in 

order to repay what he owed to others.
• He decided to be very sincere in every 

word and action.
• He promised himself to be industrious 

in whatever business he involved him-
self, and 

• He vowed “to speak ill of no man what-
ever, not even in the manner of truth.”

From this, he created his world-
renowned list of 13 virtues.

I mention this story because just 
around the corner, on January 1, millions 
of people with make a “New Year’s resolu-
tion.” During this time each year many of 
us hope and reach for a better life through 
making a New Year’s resolution. Some 
will strive to quit smoking, some to be 
kinder. A few of us will end relationships, 
some will lose weight, and some of us will 
save money. The list of actions people will 
promise to keep is virtually endless, and 
for as long as this list may be, it is also no 
less amazing.

But what is a resolution?
Is a resolution just a quick thought 

about something you would like to do? Is 
it something said for a toast while drinking 
champagne? I have always been a strong 
supporter of personal resolutions, but of 
New Year resolutions, I find it awkward 
to make a promise to do something about 
a situation I have known for some time 
required change, or my attention, but failed 
to act because the date was wrong. Still, 
a resolution is a resolution just the same, 
and any attempt to move forward I believe 
is a good thing.

Historically, a resolution in the con-
text of promise was no light matter, but 
then again historically people lived with 
a higher sense of duty, alliance, and alle-
giance. In this, the thought that one could 
change the world was an idea that could 
come true. To this day, the adage that one 
person can change the world is still true, 
the only difference is, the world as we 
know it is perhaps larger and a bit differ-
ent from the world of Benjamin Franklin. 
Still, a rule of life is: If you or I wanted to 
change the world, we must first examine 
our selves, and where there is flaw, or 
possibly weakness, we should seek to 
understand it, overcome it, and in some 
way parlay our weakness to strength. One 
of the tools used to facilitate the change 
of weakness to strength is our resolutions.

Like Ben Franklin, George Washing-
ton was another person who made resolu-

tions. It has been said that George Wash-
ington’s commitment to his resolutions 
was so strong that he studied them every 
day, and it has been noted of Washington 
and Franklin that they not only wrote out 
their resolutions, but carried their resolu-
tions them at all times.

Let’s talk about resolutions.
The word resolution can be applied 

in many ways. A resolution can be a legal 
document, a church document, the end 
of a story, or a statement or value regard-
ing visibility. However, in the context of 
promise, it is my understanding that reso-
lutions are, or used to be, commitments or 
motion made to self, for the benefit of self 
and others. Even more than that, resolu-
tions, no matter the sort, are the product of 
contemplation. Whether the resolution is a 
legal document, a church document, or the 
end of a story, the common denominator 
seems to be that a resolution comes by way 
of consideration, and evaluation. 

One perception of resolution is to 
become expert, or at least well-versed, on 
the matter to which you are resolving. For 
example, if you were going to be more giv-
ing, financially generous, you might read 
more on philanthropy, the development, 
management, and affect of a particular 
non-profit, to ensure sound distribution 
and effectiveness of dollars given.

If you were to resolve to quit smok-
ing, then you might study smoking, the 
psychosomatic effects, the production and 
marketing, and the insurance and societal 
cost of cigarettes, thus empowering your 
decision. 

If you wanted to lose 30 pounds, 
five inches, or perhaps two dress sizes, 
you would not only join a gym, but you 
might become knowledgeable regarding 
your heart rate, perhaps learn more about 
cooking and eating, or  buy a pedometer to 
know how far you walk (or need to walk) 
each day in order to reach your goal. In a 
sense, making a resolution means becom-
ing a student, maybe even a master in that 
area of change.

The Great Learning of Confucius 
reads (in part),
“… Those who wished to cultivate their 

personal lives would first rectify their 
minds.

Those who wish to rectify their minds 
would first make their wills sincere.

Those who wish to make their wills sincere 
would first extend their knowledge.

The extension of knowledge consists in 
the investigation of things.

When things are investigated, knowledge 
is extended.

When knowledge is extended, the will 
becomes sincere.

When the will is sincere, the mind is 
rectified.

When the mind is rectified, the personal 
life is cultivated…” 

Interesting wisdom, and yet a resolu-
tion is not an isolated thought or deed. 

When it comes to resolutions, while 
we do not normally do it for other people, 

we are aware of what it means to be in re-
lationship. “No man is an island…” (John 
Donne), “A person is a person through 
other persons…” (Desmond Tutu). “All 
things happen in relationship,” (Principle 
Living), and because there is no escaping 
this truth, we know the things we do that 
are good for ourselves, are ultimately good 
for others.

Marianne Williams wrote, “… as we 
let our own light shine, we unconsciously 
give other people permission to do the 
same….”

The act of making a resolution is an 
effort toward building better relationships, 
relationship with self as well with others. 
The idea of making a resolution is not to 
say “I will do or not do for myself,” al-
though this may be the stimulus, but also 
to recognize through knowledge obtained 
that your change of self will have an effect 
on others. And since this is true, that reso-
lutions do have an effect on others, how 
then can we resolve to do anything  that 
does not take into consideration the world 
around us? If you look back to Franklin’s 
four points of moral perfection, you will 
notice although each point is directed 
toward self, each point creates an affect 
among himself and others. 

While I appreciate the gist of a simple 
New Year’s party resolution, I believe 
even the smallest of resolutions are within 
themselves the product of consideration 
and evaluation, that each is an assertion 
towards a change needed in the world(s) in 
which we live. To that end, whether it is an 
intra-personal declaration or a public an-
nouncement, I believe every adult person 
should have (or make) a resolution. Reso-
lutions are about character. They are about 
accountability, compassion, sincerity, and 
growth. They are about relationship, about 
change, purpose, potential, and personal 
effectiveness; and now the time has come.

It is that time of year, the time when 
we ask, what is your resolution? If asked, 
what will your answer be? We are in the 
midst of grieving one of Americas most 
tragic events as families bury their young 
children. Nationally we face financial 
upset of epic proportions. Many people in 
this country are surviving the effects of un-
precedented storms. The news on this day 
is reporting on one country’s ability to send 

missiles armed with nuclear warheads to 
the shore of another country, this country! 
If you were to have or make a resolution, 
what would it be? Remember, “A person is 
a person through other persons…”

If you were to write it down, what 
would it say? Remember, “no man is an 
island….” and if you were to say it out 
lound how would it sound? Remember, 
“… as we let our own light shine, we 
unconsciously give other people permis-
sion to do the same….” And if you had 
a resolution, how committed would you 
be to its effect? Remember, “Everything 
happens in relationship.”

As I said; whether it is an intra-
personal declaration or a public announce-
ment, I believe every adult person should 
have a resolution, what is yours?

Benjamin Franklin’s list of 13 virtues…
Temperance - Eat not to dullness; drink 

not to elevation. 
Silence - Speak not but what may benefit 

others or yourself; avoid trifling con-
versation. 

Order - Let all your things have their 
places; let each part of your business 
have its time. 

Resolution - Resolve to perform what 
you ought; perform without fail what 
you resolve. 

Frugality - Make no expense but to do 
good to others or yourself; i.e., waste 
nothing.

 Industry - Lose no time; be always 
employ’d in something useful; cut off 
all unnecessary actions. 

Sincerity - Use no hurtful deceit; think in-
nocently and justly, and, if you speak, 
speak accordingly. 

Justice - Wrong none by doing injuries, or 
omitting the benefits that are your duty.

 Moderation - Avoid extremes; forbear 
resenting injuries so much as you think 
they deserve. 

Cleanliness - Tolerate no uncleanliness in 
body, cloaths, or habitation. 

Tranquility - Be not disturbed at trifles, or 
at accidents common or unavoidable. 

Chastity - Rarely use venery but for 
health or offspring, never to dullness, 
weakness, or the injury of your own or 
another’s peace or reputation.

 Humility - Imitate Jesus and Socrates. 

Pray and meditate daily… it make a 
difference.

Dirrick Williams

Principle Living

Let’s	talk	about	new	year	resolutions



Jacquelyn Van Deusen-Byrd 
Acupuncturist, Herbalist

Pacifi c Grove Acupuncture
www.pacifi cgroveacupuncture.com

(831) 393-4876
150 15th St., downtown PG

Acupuncture • Herbal Medicine 
Winter Specials

Free Consultation New Patients
Winter Specials... 
• Lower Blood Pressure
• Decrease Tinnitus
• Resolve Insomnia
• Relaxation & Stress Relief

Chiropractor
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New Year, New You

New Year Resolutions

By Marge Ann Jameson

Having survived approximately five 
doomsdays as of last Saturday, I figure I’m 
now an expert on debunking superstitions.

“Eat poor on New Year’s and eat fat 
the rest of the year.” It’s a popular saying 
in the South, from where my forebears 
came (hence my double Southern name). 
On Jan. 1, millions will be serving up the 
traditional New Year’s menu of black-eyed 
peas, ham, greens, and cornbread. It is 
believed eating these foods on New Year’s 
Day will bring good luck and prosperity 
for the remainder of the year. I have never 
liked black-eyed peas. I count it good luck 
if I don’t have to eat them, on New Years 
or any other time. Give me greens, corn 
bread, or ham. But not black-eyed peas.

Here are some more superstitions and 
sayings about the New Year:

Eating lobster, even if you could af-
ford it, is a bad idea because they move 
backward and could therefore lead to 
setbacks. Chicken, albeit more affordable, 
is also discouraged because they scratch 
backward, which could cause regret or 
dwelling on the past (or perhaps result in 
repeating, “The sky is falling! The sky is 
falling!”). Another bad luck theory warns 
against eating any winged fowl because 
good luck could fly away. Well, it certainly 
flew away for the bird.

Empty pockets or empty cupboards on 
New Years Eve portend a year of poverty. 
Make sure the larger is well-stocked, even 
if it’s with three-year-old black-eyed peas.

If the first person to cross the thresh-
old of a house after midnight on New 
Years is a dark-haird man and he carries a 
shovel full of coal, then a year of good luck 
will follow. Not likely to happen around 
here. The shovel part, anyway. Squint-
eyed, flat-footed, or red-haired men bring 
bad luck if they are first-footers. But a man 
with a high instep, or one who comes on 
a horse, is considered particularly lucky. 
First footers must not be cross-eyed or 
have flat feet or eyebrows that meet in the 
middle. Now what if a squint-eyed, red-
headed dude with wall-to-wall eyebrows 
shows up on a horse while carrying a 
shovel full of coal? Ask him to remove his 
shoes and let his instep be the final arbiter 
as to whether you invite him in at all, let 
alone allow him to be the first one to step 
across the threshold on New Year’s.

It’s bad luck to let a fire go out on New 
Year’s Eve, or any other night, if that’s your 
source of heat.

You could ensure yourself good for-
tune by draining the last dregs from a bot-
tle of drink on New Years. You could also 
ensure yourself a whopper of a headache 
while you try to watch the Bowl Games on 
New Year’s Day by draining the last dregs 
from a bottle of drink on New Years Eve.

If the wind blows from the south, 
there will be fine weather and prosperous 
times in the year ahead. If it comes from 
the north, it will be a year of bad weather. 
The wind blowing from the east brings 
famine and calamities. If the wind blows 
from the west, the year will witness plenti-
ful supplies of milk and fish but will also 
see the death of a very important person. 
If there’s no wind at all, a joyful and 
prosperous year may be expected by all. 
So now, everyone run outside at midnight 

and lick your finger to see which way the 
wind blows. I tend not to believe this one, 
because important people die all the time 
whether the wind is blowing or not, and 
furthermore, who wants a lot of milk and 
fish? I’m holding out for lobster.

Make as much noise as possible at 
midnight to scare away evil spirits. My 
father was a firm believer in this. He would 
open the front door and roar outside with 
his bugle, or in later years a Bombay taxi 
horn he got at the import store, and blast 
away in the general direction of one of the 
neighbors he didn’t particularly like. We 
kids were mortified and usually stayed in 
the house, pretending to be entranced by 
Guy Lombardo on the TV. Later, as we 
got older, we saw the humor – if not the 
value – in his performance. We’d join him 
with kazoos and much general beating on 
pots and pans.

At midnight, all the doors of a house 
must be opened to let the Old Year escape 
unimpeded. He must leave before the New 
Year can come in, says popular wisdom, so 
doors are flung open to assist him in find-
ing his way out. See the description above. 
I think the Old Year was running away 
from my father’s attempts to play “Auld 
Lang Syne” on the Bombay taxi horn.

To dance in the open air, especially 
round a tree, on New Year’s Day is de-
clared to ensure luck in love and prosper-
ity and freedom from ill health during 
the coming 12 months. Unless you were 
trying to dance to my father’s bugle music 
in which case the sheriff might be called 
in. I was always grateful he didn’t take up 
the bagpipes.

Clocks should be wound up imme-
diately the New Year begins in order to 
endow the house with good fortune, while 
all daily cleaning and dusting should be 
completed early in the day of December 31 
in order to avoid the danger of sweeping 
good luck from the house. All the more 
reason not to sweep at all. Get a fluffy 
dog and take it outside and brush it every 
few days.

Avoid breaking things on that first day 
lest wreckage be part of your year. Also, 
avoid crying on the first day of the year 
lest that activity set the tone for the next 
12 months. Further proof that one should 
not sweep. Waving the broom around, one 
is likely to break a lamp or maybe one’s 
father’s bugle, and that would make one 
cry. Maybe.

Nothing goes out: Nothing – abso-
lutely nothing, not even garbage – is to 
leave the house on the first day of the 
year. Don’t so much as shake out a rug or 
take the empties to the recycle bin. Some 
people soften this rule by saying it’s okay 
to remove things from the home on New 
Year’s Day, provided that something else 
has been brought in first. My brother is 
big on this one. He hates to take out the 
garbage. Personally, I intend to plant my-
self in front of the TV all day and make 
things empty which I’ll take to the recycle 
bin on Wednesday.

Make sure to do something related 
to your work on the first day of the year, 
even if you don’t go near your place of 
employment that day. Limit your activity 
to a token amount, though, because to 
engage in a serious work project on that 
day is very unlucky. My plan is to check 
my email when I get up.

By Neil Jameson 
Jameson’s Classic Motorcycle Museum, 
Prop.

The Century Loop is a world-famous 
motorcycle ride through the Santa Cruz 
Mountains. Though it’s available any day 
of the year, weather permitting, for some 
reason a lot of riders like to do it on New 
Year’s Day and to meet at one of many 
traditional eateries and watering holes 
in the mountains. The Century Loop has 
been, for all my adult life, the thing to do 
on New Year’s Day. 

 To access the Loop, you can come 
from Hwy. 280/Woodside or up Hwy. 1 
from Santa Cruz, or Hwy 9 from Cuper-
tino, or down Hwy 1 from San Francisco/
Pacifica through Half Moon Bay.

Since I live in the area, I prefer to 
start and end from Santa Cruz. No need to 
get into a contest with the crotch rockets 
and hot shoes, just a scenic, interesting 
ride with lots of twists and turns. There’s 
always some jerk who tries to spoil it 
by twisting the throttle and winding up 
wrapped around a redwood tree, so be 
aware that the CHP and sheriff make 
their quota of tickets patrolling parts of 
the route, particularly on New Year’s Day.

If you start from Hwy. 1-Santa Cruz, 
go northeast on Hwy. 9 through the 
redwoods through Felton, Ben Lomond, 
Brookdale and Boulder Creek to the cross-
roads at Saratoga Gap, the intersection of 
Hwys. 35 and 9 (parking lot and porta-
potty there at the summit – great place to 
meet, by the way). An optional side trip 
would be to go Hwy. 237 through Big 
Basin Redwoods State Park and around 
the triangle to come out at about the same 
spot on Hwy. 9 at the intersection with 
Hwy. 35. From there, take Hwy 35 north 
to Alice’s Restaurant, which is at the 
intersection with Hwy. 84 in Woodside. 
The easiest parking is on the Woodside 
side of the highway at the newer center, 
where it’s flat. Alice’s has great food, cold 
beer, and gas plus a souvenir store. Now 
and then they have live music. Hundreds 
of motorcyclists and drivers of the four-
wheel variety congregate there, whether 
it’s a nice warm day or not.

From Alice’s you can go west, down 
Hwy. 84 through La Honda to the San 

The	Century	Loop
Traditional First Ride of the Year

Gregorio Store, just short of Hwy. 1. Was 
Alice’s too crowded to get a meal? Eat at 
San Gregorio. Or take your appetite down 
Hwy. 1 south or take the Old Stage Road 
through the foothills to Pescadero. Don’t 
expect to eat at Apple Jack’s on the way, 
though – it’s a bar and microwave food, 
not a real restaurant.

Pescadero has a bar, restaurant, and 
gasoline.

From Pescadero continue south on 
Hwy 1 toward Santa Cruz on the ocean. 
Many county and state parks and beaches. 
There are a couple of great restaurants 
where motorcyclists stop in Davenport, 
too, as well as well-known art galleries 
like Lundberg Glass.

Waddell Creek, on the way down, is 
home to the international wind-surfing and 
kite-surfing championships. There’s the 
Red, White and Blue Beach, too, though 
the famous clothes-optional beach is now 
closed to the public.

Another side trip in this area is Swan-
ton Road, which has some interesting sites 
including the infamous Last Chance Road, 
rolling hills through farming and grazing 
country. 

Once in Santa Cruz, you can follow 
Hwy. 1 through the west side of town until 
you come to the intersection of Hwy. 9. 
Voila, you’ve just made the Century Loop, 
so-called because it’s about 100 miles.

Debunking popular
New Year’s superstitions



about those.
Dr. Betty A Sproule and her husband, 

Dr. J. Michael Sproule, know all about 
stuff, too. They moved from a 6,800 square 
foot Victorian in St. Louis, MO to a 1,900 
square foot “cottage” here in Pacific Grove 
and in the process found themselves able 
to shed 8,000 pounds of stuff. Then they 
wrote The Stuff Cure: How We Lost 8,000 
Pounds of Stuff For Fun, Profit, Virtue, 
and a Better World about the life-changing 
process so they could help others shed 
pounds, even tons, of stuff.

They got rid of four tons of stuff, not 
only because they didn’t have room for 
it (Wait! What about storage lockers? As 
George Carlin pointed out, “Imagine that. 
There’s a whole industry based on keeping 
an eye on your stuff.”)  but because they 
calculated that it would cost 60 cents per 
pound to keep it and move it to Pacific 
Grove. They did it through a combination 
of refraining, restraining, returning, reus-
ing, renting, recycling, and rendering into 
trash, what they call “The Seven Morphs.” 
(We could add reselling, refusing, repur-
posing and regifting, but then there would 
be eleven morphs and the word play on 
The Seven Dwarfs would go away.)

The Sproules write about resisting the 
urge to collect stuff. They offer alterna-
tives such as renting (Netflix for movies, 
formal gown rentals for the odd cotillion, 
furniture for Cousin Carrie’s protracted 
visit) and reusing what you already have. 
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Book Review
Marge Ann Jameson
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New Year Resolutions

Josh Niles has been actively serving others for much of his life, in areas such as tutoring, coaching, and 
teaching Sunday School, as well as serving as an Officer in the Army and leading a platoon in Baghdad, 
Iraq. Since 2008, Niles has been dedicated to healing spiritually as a practitioner of Christian Science 
healing and sharing with others this scientific prayer-based system of healing. He is a member of the 
Christian Science Board of Lectureship and speaks internationally, traveling from his home in Boise, ID.

Spiritual Training
by International Speaker Josh Niles, CS

Join our conversation and hearing and trusting divine intuition as well as combatting 
the distractions and mental ambushes that keep us from hearing God's direction.

Sun., Jan. 13, 2013 at 2 p.m.
Monterey Conference Center, 1 Portola Plaza, Monterey

This talk is sponsored by First Church of Christ, Scientist, Carmel, CA  
and First Church of Christ, Scientist, Monterey

Childcare provided • There is no cost for this lecture
For more information please call 831-624-0141

Healing Touch Program 
Class Jan. 11 and 12

Stressed, anxious? Want to be more in the flow 
of life? This energy therapy can make the difference 
for you and your loved ones.

Healing Touch is an energy therapy in which the 
practitioner consciously, and in a heart-centered way, 
utilizes light or near-body touch to clear and balance 
the human energy system. This promotes healing for 
the mind, body and/or spirit. Available for anyone 
interested in the practice of energetic work. These sci-
entifically supported techniques complement conven-
tional medicine and are becoming increasing validated 
in the health care community and hospitals. Nurses/
massage therapists/allied health care professionals can 
earn 18 Continuing Education contact hours. Cost in-
cludes all instructional material: $370, Students $270. 
For more info/flyer please call Caroline 831 915 3410 
or email cxelliott@gmail.com. Member of the Board, 
Healing Touch California. www.healingtouchcalifor-
nia.com Jan 11 and 12, Mayflower Church, PG. 

Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication
-Leonardo da Vinci

A place for everything and everything in 
its place.

-Benjamin Franklin,  
Poor Richard’s Almanac

Keep nothing in your house that you do 
not know to be useful, or believe to be 
beautiful.

-William Morris
Less is more.

-Ludwig Mies Van der Rohe

Ain’t nobody interested in your fourth 
grade arithmetic papers...

-George Carlin
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MvgN5gCuLac

Women with shoe racks are seven times 
more likely to be on time for work than 
women without shoe racks.

-Ikea survey

I have to repeatedly tell Neil that 
“shopping is shopping, and buying is 
buying.” Just because I’m headed out 
with a list in my hand and tell him I’m 
going shopping doesn’t mean I’ll come 
home with bags of stuff. “Fishing” is not 
“catching.”

I’m not the hoarder at our house. 
I’m not the one with four cases of empty 
Almaden wine bottles that he’s going to 
make into hanging planters, if he can just 
find where he hid the hobbyist’s glass 
cutting kit. (When did Almaden stop put-
ting their table wine in gallon glass jugs? 
1979 or so?)

I don’t own 14 Hawaiian shirts. Three 
trunks full of family photos that he’s going 
to scan someday. A shelf of software for 
which there are probably three comput-
ers left in the whole world that could 
run them. Hundreds of posters from his 
days as an emcee for singer-songwriters 
and acts on the way up (“They might 
be famous someday and I’ll have their 
autograph!”). Oh, and 37 motorcycles. 
But everyone in Pacific Grove knows 

that 25 percent of homeowners with two-
car garages don’t park any cars in them? 
And that another 32 percent only have 
room for one car? In parking-hungry 
Pacific Grove, that’s a lot, even with so 
many being second homes and vacation 
rentals.) We’re offered tips on what to keep 
and what to throw away (“the first few 
letters in ‘painting supplies’ spell ‘pain’” 
say the Sproules) and we learn about the 
virtues of empty plastic peanut butter jars. 
We’re encouraged to refuse junk mail and 
catalogs and use the on-line versions of 
magazines and newspapers.

They even urge us, after reading and 
applying the methods in the book, to give 
it away, too.

The Stuff Cure: How We Lost 8,000 Pounds 
of Stuff for Fun, Profit, Virtue and a Better 
World
By Dr. Betty A Sproule  
and Dr. J. Michael Sproule
@2012 Michelle Manos Design
Printed in the USA
ISBN-10: 148016237X
ISBN-13: 978-1480162372
Available by order from The Works,  6 6 7 
Lighthouse Ave, Pacific Grove
(831) 372-2242, or other booksellers, both 
brick-and-mortar and on-line. Also available 
on their website at www.stuffcure.com or 
https/www.createspace.com/4035452.

They extoll the virtues of electronic stor-
age of data, music, and pictures. And 
they do it all with a light-heartedness that 
makes the reader feel decidedly unguilty 
about hoarder tendencies while at the same 
time making the reader willing to try the 
“Unstuff” attitude which the Sproules 
propound. 

Peppered throughout are websites for 
further reading, methods of making lists 
and reorganizing your stuff, and hilarious 
examples of both collecting and going to 
the extremes of not collecting (the woman 
who dries out paper towels and reuses 
them, for example. I know her, I’m sure: 
She lives in Boulder Creek and used to tout 
plastic bags because they saved trees. I al-
ways envied that she had counter space in 
her kitchen on which she could dry out her 
paper towels, when my kitchen counters 
are full of … stuff.)

The Stuff Cure is a guide to incorpo-
rating changes into your daily routine that 
necessarily will result in less stuff around 
your house. It’s about paring away nones-
sentials and being able to enjoy what you 
decide to keep, and doing so relatively 
painlessly. It’s about saving money, and 
yea, even making money when you sell or 
write off unneeded stuff. It’s easy to follow 
and is well laid-out and is sprinkled with 
fiddly bits of wisdom. 

The Sproules offer advice on orga-
nizing every room in the house from the 
bathroom to the garage. (Did you know 

Unstuff	
your	life!
Don’t bother to dry out your 

paper towels.
You can subscribe to our 

newspaper online and save money 
and trees and space, and feel warm 
and fuzzy about not having more 
stuff cluttering your life. Go to 
www.cedarstreettimes.com and 
look for the green “subscribe” 
button in the right-hand column. 
You get all the pictures, all the ads 
and all the stories. And if you want 
a hard copy you can print out just 
the page you want or ask us for a 
print version.

Left: The Stuff Cure is a guide to liv-
ing an uncluttered existence, at least 
in your home environment. Written 
by Dr. Betty and Dr. Michael Sproule 
of Pacific Grove (right).

A	resolution	everyone	should	keep
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7/6/12-7/12/12
Judge Kay Kingsley found for the 

City of Pacific Grove in a wrongful death 
suit filed by the family of Joel Woods, 
who was killed while picking up his son 
in front of Pacific Grove Middle School 
on Sept. 2, 2008. Woods, 35, was killed 
when a driver who was under the influence 
of prescription drugs, Deborah King, 55, 
of Monterey, hit him while he was walk-
ing around his car. The Woods family 
contended that the passenger zone con-
stituted a dangerous condition of public 
property. After reviewing the documents 
and hearing oral arguments, the judge 
found that the loading zone was not a 
dangerous condition of public property. 
Marina Coast Water District put Monterey 
County on notice that it had served a claim 
for damages against its former Regional 
Desalination Project partner, the Monterey 
County Water Resources Agency. The 
claim is an effort to protect taxpayers and 
to preserve Marina Coast’s ability to go to 
court to recoup costs associated with the 
District’s costly and conscientious efforts 
to implement the project.

At a windy July 4 event at Caledonia 
Park, the Rotary Club hosted a reading of 
the Declaration of Independence. Veter-
ans of many conflicts were honored; the 
Royal Court of the Feast of Lanterns was 
presented; Moonalice got everyone danc-
ing; volunteers served up 700 meals at the 
barbecue. An estimated 3000 attended.

7/13/12-7/19/12
Current plans to renovate the Hol-

man Building and put a 230+-room hotel 
behind it were put on the fast track. The 
first major hurdle, as far as the City was 
concerned, was to publish a Negative 
Declaration of Environmental Impact for 
public review. The owner of the build-
ing, Nader Agha, and his agent, Richard 
Van Steenkiste, along with development 
specialists Presidian Hotels and Resorts, 
presented a timetable to City Council July 
11. Agha and Presidian agreed to foot the 
bill for placing the zoning variance on the 
November ballot.

The National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration asked boaters to 

follow whale watch guidelines for their 
safety and that of blue whales arriving in 
large numbers to feed in the bay. During 
the summer and fall months the whales 
migrate to the area to feed on their primary 
prey of anchovies and krill. 

City Council drafted a letter to the 
California Public Utilities Commission 
expressing concern over the installation 
of Smart Meters. The City requested that 
the CPUC “support and advocate for” 
guidelines for those who want to opt out 
of installation of the new technology.

7/20/12-7/26/12
The City Council voted to retain 

membership in the Fort Ord Reorganiza-
tion Authority for now, and, in a separate 
vote, decided to remain in the Monterey 
Peninsula Regional Water Authority as 
well. With Councilmember Dan Miller 
dissenting, the Council agreed that the 
regional aspect of FORA is important to 
the City despite the fact that Pacific Grove 
does not have land on the former Ft. Ord.

City Council adopted an agreement 
with the Pacific Grove United School 
District to license a portion of Fountain 
Avenue behind the middle school so that 
the school district could build a pair of 
cul-de-sacs and a pedestrian crossing. 
This would provide more safety for school 

kids crossing to athletic fields and provide 
a place safe from Forest Avenue traffic 
where parents can drop off and pick up 
students.

Though Monterey County Supervi-
sors voted a fee and a set of guidelines 
intended to cut down on the number of 
underage smokers and recommended that 
cities join them, Pacific Grove Council 
decided not to join them. “I don’t want 
any more regulation or fees,” said Coun-
cilmember Alan Cohen. The proposal 
would have extracted a fee and demanded 
a licensing procedure for all retailers sell-
ing tobacco in the City, using the fee to 
pay for enforcement.

A dog perished in a fire at a house 
at 345 Asilomar Blvd. No one was home 
except for two pet dogs when the fire 
started in the early afternoon. One dog 
managed to escape. Damage to the house 
was estimated at $175,000.

7/27/12-8/2/12
The Monterey Peninsula Regional 

Water Authority, dubbed the Mayors’ 
JPA, announced July 25 it would support 
a portfolio approach to the region’s water 
supply project. Cal-Am also supported 
such an approach. Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery and a Groundwater Replenish-
ment project were two of the three parts 
of the portfolio and would together reduce 
the size and cost of a desalinization plant.

Seaside Police Chief Vicki Myers 
became also the Pacific Grove chief of 
police under a shared services agreement 
between the two cities. She replaced Chief 
Darius Engles, who retired.

Opening ceremonies were held for the 
2012 Feast of Lanterns. The Royal Court 
was presented and the birthday cake for the 
City was served. PG’s birthday is July 16.

8/3/12-8/9/12
Cedar Street Times announced that 

it bought the Pacific Grove Hometown 
Bulletin and that features of the Bulletin 
would be incorporated into the pages of the 
Cedar Street Times beginning August 10.

A recent study undertaken by the City 
resulted in money-saving recommenda-
tions for staffing changes in a Nov. 2011 

report. As a result, four positions were 
eliminated at the Golf Links, several city 
positions were changed to part-time, the 
positions of Public Works Director and 
Community Development Director were 
combined, and it was recommended that a 
Severance Package Resolution be brought 
forward for eligible employees.

The much-loved surrogate mother 
otter “Joy” was euthanized  Aug. 1 due to 
failing health as a result of old age. She 
was known as a “super mom” because 
she raised a record number of stranded sea 
otter pups at the Monterey Bay Aquarium. 
She was 14 years old.

8/10/12-8/16/12
City Council voted to put a zoning 

amendment on the November ballot which 
would amend the C-1 district in the Pacify 
Grove Municipal Code to allow for a maxi-
mum height of 75 feet and maximum site 
coverage of 90 percent. The change would 
allow the construction of a large hotel at-
tached to the Holman Building.

The Eighth Annual Hiroshima-Na-
gasaki Remembrance Day Memorial was 
held on Aug. 4 at Lovers Point Cove, 
honoring those who suffered the atomic 
bombings in 1945.

8/17/12-8/23/12
City Council unanimously passed 

three recommendations pertaining to 
the pool at Lovers Point: adoption of a 

Pacific Grove defeated a tough and 
tenacious Monterey team 15-12 to 
win the PONY Mustang “B” Section-
als (9-10 year olds) in a game played 
at George Washington Park in Pacific 
Grove

Christian Mendelsohn, right, shows 
a customer some of the many refur-
bished computers he has available 
at very reasonable prices at Loaves 
and Fishes. We profiled the non-profit 
this week.

Yoriko Hongo explains the technique 
used in her chirigi-e and collage piece, 
“Night Shining Pearl,” which also incor-
porates a haiku in English and a tanka 
poem in Japanese. The piece was 
the popular vote winner in the annual 
Feast of Lanterns art competition.

A blue whale thrills passengers on a 
whale cruise. A safe distance of 30 feet 
is recommended by NOAA as the local 
whale-watching season opens.

PGHS Vice Principal Barbara Marti-
nez celebrates her shot at a ladies’ 
special 9-hole event hosted by the 
Pacific Grove Golf Links. 

Postmaster Shannon Cardwell retired 
July 27 as Pacific Grove Postmaster 
after 42 years in the postal service. We 
spelled his name wrong, but the Post 
Office in Pacific Grove is pretty good 
at deciphering wrong names. He had 
been PG postmaster since 1981.

CALIFORNIAPACIFIC GROVE

SCALE:

A PROJECT FOR
PBA + Michael Burke & Associates Architects
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HOLMAN HOTEL- IMAGES 1
3D VIEW 1

Presidian Hospitality
Pacific Grove- Holman Hotel

07/24/12

A revised -- but not final -- concept 
drawing for the hotel which Nader 
Agha and Presidian Hotels hoped to 
build in the block behind the Holman 
Building was shown to the public. 

Neil Jameson opened his Classic Mo-
torcycle Museum at 305 Lighthouse 
Avenue. The museum features mo-
torcycles and memorabilia in “as is” 
condition, and is open on week-ends.

Four-term former mayor Sandy Koff-
man passed away from pancreatic 
cancer August 3 at the age of 60. She 
was revered for her ability to build 
bridges between competing inter-
ests during her terms as mayor from 
1994-2002. She died at her home on 
Camano Island, Washington.

We profiled Betty Minor, recipient of a 
40-year pin from the PGUSD.
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resolution to establish an account to ac-
cept donations to fund the “Save the Pool 
Campaign,” the creation of an oversight 
committee to coordinate the campaign, 
and establishing that the city itself will be 
involved in funding the restoration.

The Pacific Grove Planning De-
partment began public hearings on the 
possibility of opening the zoning in the 
two commercial areas of downtown and 
Forest Hill. The reformed zoning could 
possibly allow an easing of restrictions on 
liquor and beer and wine service. Outdoor 
seating for restaurants also came under 
examinations.

Jeff Field was promoted from Fire-
fighter to Fire Captain effective August 
1. Field previously completed numerous 
State Board of Fire Services professional 
certifications. He holds a master’s degree 
from San Jose State University.

Community High School Students 
worked to plant 1000 Monterey Pine 
seeds in the school’s greenhouse. As in the 
previous year, the seedlings will later be 
planted outside. The previous year’s crop 
of seedlings did well, with a 90 percent 
survival rate.

8/24/12-8/30/12

Pacific Grove’s School Board wel-
comed students back after summer vaca-
tion and honored student accomplishments 
during the summer, including fund-raising 
activities of Robert Down student Elian 
Corona-LoMonaco and his classmates on 
behalf of a hurricane-ravaged school in El 
Limon, Mexico.

On August 16 at 6:28 p.m. a 15-year-
old boy was injured in a collision with 
a motorized vehicle. He was flown to a 
trauma center in Santa Clara County.

The Arthritis Foundation honored 
three people during the Jingle Bell Run/
Walk: Rio Turini-Smith, Dr. Helen Stemler 
and Dr. Lieberman.

On August 25 at 6 a.m. four people 
were rescued when a skip jack boat struck 
the rocks near Ocean View Blvd. and 
Lighthouse Ave. off Pt. Pinos. All were 
transferred to Community Hospital with 
a variety of injuries. The wreckage of the 
boat was salvaged.

8/31/12-9/6/12

Former mayor and current Dist. 5 
Water Board member Jeanne Byrne 
makes announcements during the 
annual Concours Auto Rally, which 
benefits youth programs.

A pension reform act being ham-
mered out at the state level was expected 
to save taxpayers billions in coming years. 
It would increase the amount employees 
paid into their own benefit package and 
decrease the amount earned in the pack-
ages and place other cost-saving changes.

For the second consecutive year, Ellen 
Stubblefield of Salinas won first prize in 
the Water-Wise Landscape Design at the 
Monterey Fairgrounds August 28.

On Saturday, August 25, the Robert 
Down Elementary School PTA hosted their 
annual bike rodeo for grade-school-aged 
children. More than 100 children, ages 3 to 
11, attended. The event teaches bike safety.

9/7/12-9/13/12
Richard Stilwell, “Mr. PG” to many, 

spoke up during public comments at the 
September 5 Pacific Grove City Council in 
favor of the proposed hotel project behind 
the Holman Building. He pointed out that 
he and other members of the Pacific Grove 
Economic Development Commission had 
been trying to think of a way to fill the 
space behind the Holman Building, and 
said he felt the hotel would be a good use 
of the land and would bring much-needed 
vitality to downtown. “Get on with it!” 
he said.

Little cars we love to love: The Little 
Car Show in downtown Pacific Grove 
has become a beloved part of Auto 
Week. Little cars, some of dubious 
parentage, go on display during this 
show where they don’t have to com-
pete with Rolls Royces and Cadillacs.

City Council approved 4-2 a 7.9 per-
cent increase in garbage rates beginning 
in December. At the September 5 meeting 
Director of Public Works and Community 
development Mike Zimmer noted that 4 
percent of the proposed increase is due to 
increased tipping fees at the landfill. The 
remaining 3.9 percent is to cover state 
mandates for litter abatement.

9/14/12-9/20/12

Five candidates for Pacific Grove City 
Council and two for mayor were asked by 
the Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce 
to complete a questionnaire and outline 
their positions and suggestions on issues 
vital to the city. The mayoral candidates, 
incumbent Carmelita Garcia and Vice-
Mayor Bill Kampe, both voiced concerns 
about communication between staff and 
City Council.

Monterey Fire Captain Barry Perkins 
was appointed as the chairperson off the 
newly formed Monterey Bay Area Mari-
time Search and Rescue.

9/21/12-9/27/12

A discarded needle prompted a bomb 
scare at the American Tin Cannery on 
Tuesday, September 18. An employee of 
one of the businesses in the mall found the 
needle, and decided to put it into a leftover 
cardboard box, labeling the box, “Do not 
touch” and “Biohazard,” with a drawing 
of a skull and crossbones. The box was 
left on a trashcans and caused concern to 
a maintenance worker who found it, result-
ing in a 911 call. Responding were police 
and fire personnel, the Monterey County 
Bomb Squad and the Seaside hazardous 
materials team. The needle was described 
by a PG Police commander as a small 
syringe such as a diabetic might use.

On September 19 City Council di-
rected Sara Hardgrave, the city’s Environ-
mental Program Manager to work with a 
consultant to develop a feasibility plan for 
a small water project that will use recycled 
water for city parks.

9/28/12-10/4/12
The Space Shuttle Endeavor flew over 

town September 20 on its way to its new 
home enshrined in a Southern California 
museum. People all over town rushed 

out to see it with many taking wonderful 
snapshots.

Many residents were upset about 
“spikes” in their water bills, many in the 
thousands of dollars. Some high bills were 
due to unfound leaks. Other situations 
were not easily resolved.

Presidian Hotels submitted two ren-
derings of the potential hotel at the Holman 
site. The company held public meetings to 
gain input from citizens.

10/5/12-10/11/12
David Concepción joined the Pacific 

Grove staff as City Clerk. He previously 
was living in Ft. Hialeah, Florida, where 
he served as clerk for a city of 250,000.

An urgency ordinance for a 45-day 
moratorium on Canterbury Woods be-
ing allowed to install residents in homes 
purchased failed due to lack of a required 
five-vote majority. The ordinance passed 
as a regular ordinance in the first reading, 
but must go back to Council for a second 
reading.  

A sexual assault was reported as hav-
ing taken place on October 3 in the 100 
block of 13th Street at about 4.m. The 
victim and suspect were both reported to 
be homeless.

10/12/12-10/19/12
Temporary “story poles” show the 

proposed height of a potential hotel at the 
Holman Building site. The poles were put 
in place on October 7. Members of the 
public scrambled around to see how the 
hotel might look.

On October 4 at about 12:14 a.m., 
a man was contacted because he was 
sleeping in a beach access turnout after 
hours. He was subsequently identified as 
Christopher Crowder, 49, of Fresno, who 
was wanted for beating his elderly father 
with a baseball bat earlier on October 3 in 
Fresno County.

An attempted rape was reported on the 
1100 block of Prescott Avenue. According 
to the report an unknown suspect entered 
a residence on October3 at 8:53 p.m. 
through an unlocked door and attempted 
to sexually assault an adult female living 
in the residence. The victim was able to 
fend off the attacker and he fled the scene. 
The victim was left with minor injuries.

10/19/12-10/25/12

Above, L-R: Jim Fuqua - Arthritis 
Foundation Central Coast Board 
Chair, Alexandra Fallon, Comm. Dev. 
Dir. Arthritis Foundation Central Coast 
Branch, Dr. PJ Utz, keynote speaker 
from Stanford Dept. of Immunology.

Challenged Athletes Foundation's® 
(CAF) Operation Rebound® program 
is the premier sports and fitness pro-
gram for American military personnel, 
veterans and first responders with per-
manent physical disabilities.  Members 
participated, with flying colors, in the 
annual Pacific Grove Triathlon.

Community High School students 
receive seedlings from Julie Wong, 
horticulturalist with the Pebble Beach 
company, in the truck.

Stopping to pose, but only for a minute: 
Team Hot Wheelz works out at Rock 
Star Dance Studio in Pacific Grove. 
Chelsie Hill, a Pacific Grove dancer 
injured in a drunk driving accident, is 
part of the troupe.

As music afficionados prepared to 
welcome the Glenn Miller Orchestra 
to the Center for Performing Arts, Pa-
cific Grove ties to Glenn Miller and his 
music through his brother, Herb Miller, 
above. Dixie Layne had the story.

Pacific Grove Police Sergeant Roxane 
Viray attended a week-long house 
build with Habitat for Humanity in 
Mongolia. She said this was an item 
on her “bucket list.”

Pacific Grove winners swept the 
County Fair. Helen and Jerry Beach 
won multiple ribbons with their hand-
works made of Monterey Pine. Beth 
Penney and Marabee Boone both won 
for oatmeal cookies and other entries. 
Harriett Harris won for pineapple up-
side down cake. Clyde Schafer won 
for a bowl and grandfather clock and 
other handmade items.
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A report was filed with Cal Am and 
the Public Utilities Commission in time 
for an October 1 deadline outlining three 
possible projects meant to supply recycled 
water for the city’s golf links and Carmelo 
Cemetery. 

Parks and Recreation Manager Daniel 
Gho was selected as the distinguished 
employee of the quarter in Pacific Grove. 
He was originally hired by the city on 
September 9, 2008.

Pacific Grove High School won its 
Homecoming football game on October 
13 against Marina High School. The score 
was 48-6.

10/26/12-11/2/12

Principal Mariphil Cole of Forest 
Grove Elementary School explained that 
her school was put on the “need to improve 
list” in spite of the fact that the school 
scored 899 in standardized tests, putting 
it in the top tier of schools countywide 
and statewide. The school, she said, is the 
most diverse in the city, with the highest 
percentage of students in the lowest socio-
economic group. The reason for the listing 
is that some target groups of the No Child 
Left Behind Act did not meet proficiency 
targets for two years in a row.

Former Pacific Grove Mayor Jeanne 
Byrne was named as a member of a new 
nine-member board of directors of the 
Monterey County Fair.

Don Crowley, a former Vietnam 
War chaplain, came to Pacific Grove to 
visit with one of “his men,” Al Saxe. The 
chaplain continued visiting with former 
military personnel even after his service 
days were over. 

11/2/12-11/8/12
The old hometown just lost a little 

more of its history. Pacific Grove Barbers 
and brothers Gene and Gordy Allen and 
their sidekick Snick Farkas have decided 
to leave their movie reviews on the cut-
ting room floor. Gene, once a sidekick 
of Smiley Burnett, said that, after Snick 
decided to move to Eureka, CA, KSBW 

let it be known that the movie critics’ days 
were numbered.

Howard Burnham, a retired historian 
who makes his winter home in Pacific 
Grove, portrays various historical char-
acters and gives lectures as well. He pre-
sented “Alfred Hitchcock in Hollywood,” 
the sequel to the program he performed 
last year on Hitch’s early British period.

The Butterfly Church of Pacific Grove 
hosted the 9th Annual United Methodist 
Handbell Festival Concert at the Pa-
cific Grove Performing Arts Center. The 
“ethereal stylings of Northern California 
Handbell Choirs as an array of classic and 
contemporary music” was presented for 
your listening pleasure in a free concert.

In an expository piece, Peter Moun-
teer put down his camera and wrote about 
the value of a ticket to ride the MST buses. 
Prices at the gas pump hovered between 
$4.00 and $4.50 at the time which made 
riding the bus, even though one of the 
most expensive in the state, a good deal. 
Peter showed how to get the most out of 
transfers and discounts.

An evening of open microphone po-
etry with Dr. Barbara Mossberg, Pacific 
Grove’s esteemed Poet in Residence was 
offered in respect of the Day of the Dead. 
The public was invited to share memories, 
dreams and poetry.

11/9/12-11/15/12

The results of the election for mayor 
and for three city council seats was clear: 
Bill Kampe, who visited every house in 
Pacific Grove, had a large majority of the 
votes over incumbent Carmelita Garcia. 
Other winners were incumbents Robert 
Huitt and Dan Miller and newcomer Casey 
Lucius.

An opening reception for the wa-
tercolor paintings of motorcycles by the 
mayor-elect’s wife, Cheryl Kampe, a cel-
ebrated artist, was schedule at the Classic 
Motorcycle Museum.

Elin Kelsey, known for her ground-
breaking book about whales (Watching 
Giants:The Secret Lives of Whales) 
introduced her latest children’s book. At 
the book launching at the Pacific Grove 
Library, she also read from new work she 
is writing for adults. Kelsey is an award 
winning author of more than a dozen 
environment and science based books for 
adults and children. Her newest book is 
You are Stardust.

The Pacific Grove Unified School 
District and the Monterey County Of-
fice of Education joined forces to insure 
autistic and special education pre-school 
children in the district continue to receive 
services necessary for their development. 
These services were previously offered 
at the Gladys Stone School in Marina. 
When the building they occupied was 
turned into a high school, Pacific Grove 
Unified School District stepped in to help. 
The district’s David Avenue campus, now 
partially occupied by the Monterey Bay 
Charter School and the Community High 
School, had vacant classrooms so the 
Gladys Stone School was able to relocate 
to Pacific Grove.

11/16/12-11/22/12
The City of Pacific Grove has re-

vamped the Tree Ordinance, source of 
much controversy since it was first enacted 
more than a decade ago. A final modifica-
tion has been ratified. A simplified ver-
sion of the new ordinance was published, 
beginning on the front page.

The Save The Pool campaign benefit-
ted from unused campaign funds donated 
by Bill Kampe, Robert Huitt, and Casey 
Lucius.

Community Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula offered free sandwiches and 
prostate screenings to men who watched 
football game there at the hospital.

We ran a two-page spread with pho-
tos of the Shoe Game, and another on 
the annual Shoe Dance. The Breakers, 
unfortunately, lost the annual rivalry game 
against Carmel.

On our Green Page was an update on 
the Greenwood Park Project, an effort by 
the City to reduce runoff pollution flowing 
into the Monterey Bay Sanctuary.

11/23/12-11/19/12
Jacquelyn Van Deusen-Byrd, an acu-

puncturist and herbalist at Pacific Grove 
Acupuncture is a regular columnist. She 
reported on high blood pressure, and its 
potential complications of headache, diz-
ziness, insomnia, heart attack, and stroke.

Cedar Street Times presented the first 
of our monthly special issues with a “Holi-
day Special” including calendars, cookies 
and more, especially a page devoted to 
MPC Theater’s “A Christmas Carol.” The 
Holiday issue marked the first of what will 
become monthly specials which will be 
home-delivered.

The popular “Monarch Magic” epi-
sode of Science Saturday invited the public 
to welcome the monarch butterflies back 
to Pacific Grove. The public was invited, 
for free, to explore the monarch exhibit 
and to create a monarch crafts, view live 
butterflies and caterpillars.

Longtime Pacific Grove resident, 
Phyllis Rebecca Cory, passed away at the 
skilled nursing facility at Forest Hill Man-
or Sunday evening, Nov. 18, at 9:30 p.m.

City Manager Tom Frutchey reported 
on three Small Water Projects aimed at 
saving Pacific Grove thousands of dollars 
on our water bill by using non-potable 
water for the Golf Links and the Cemetery. 
“Each of these projects could provide at 
least 100 to 125 acre-feet per year (afy) 
of reclaimed water and potentially up to 
500 afy per project. The reclaimed water 
produced could displace the 100 afy to 
125 afy of potable water currently used for 
landscape irrigation ... as well as irrigation 
water used at other public facilities.”

11/30/12-12/06/12

Measure F, which would have allowed 
for a larger hotel on the Holman site that 
current city zoning allows, went down  
with Yes votes at 3,204 or 41.67 percent 
and NO votes of 4,485 or 58.33 percent. 
It is still not know whether the developer 
will try again in the spring election. Vote 
count in the race for mayor and three city 
council seats:

A Human Kaleidoscope in the Fitness 
Center at forest Hill Manor as residents 
played with exercise balls.

An early morning fire Mon., Oct. 29 
caused extensive damage to a home 
on Gibson Street in Pacific Grove. The 
two residents and their dogs got out in 
time and were not injured. Capt. Barry 
Perkins of Monterey Fire, incident 
commander, advises that the cause is 
under investigation but that preliminary 
data points to the dining room of the 
older, stucco and frame structure as 
the source of the fire. He says that 
four engines, two trucks and a chief 
responded for 19 fire suppression 
personnel, and response time was 
under three minutes from the initial 
call at 4:37 a.m.

From Downtown merchants handing out treats in 
broad daylight to Halloween hijinks on the day itself, 
Pacific Grove goes all out for Halloween.Snow White 
was our first trick-or-treater downtown.

Shhh: Monterey Police Sgt. Michael 
Sargent says the Zero motorcycle 
recently purchased by the department 
is maneuverable and easy to handle. 
It’s also very, very quiet.

Breaker Girls did a zombie dance at the 
final home football game of the season. 
Zombies seemed to be the rage in mov-
ies and TV as well.

We also recorded, in pictures, the 
honoring of veterans at Robert Down 
School and Forest Grove School, 
where so many of the children’s par-
ents are in the armed forces.

First lesson at Asilomar’s Autumn 
foodie Camp, with Chef Chris Vaughn 
foreground, and Jeremy Acuna to his 
left. Food columnist Neil Jameson at-
tended the event as a participant.

A soggy day didn’t dampen the spirits 
of runners and their families, many 
costumed to brighten the day, when 
thousands turned out in Pacific Grove 
for the children’s portion of the Big Sur 
Half Marathon.
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votes. It’s cheaper than investing $40,000 
in a special election, says PGUSD’s Rick 
Miller. But the recount only turned up one 
vote so results stayed the same.

The new City Council and mayor 
were sworn in Wed., Dec. 5: Bill Kampe, 
Mayor, and Councilmembers Casey Lu-
cius, Dan Miller, and Robert Huitt, who 
was selected as mayor pro tempore. Four 
interim priority topics were identified 
ahead of a January 19 workshop: Water 
supply, the city’s pension obligation, busi-
ness vitality, and a review of infrastructure 
and services provided by the City.

On Sunday evening, Dec. 2, someone 
broke into the offices of the First United 
Methodist Church of Pacific Grove and 
stole checks and bank records. Later, a 
backpack turned up at Seaside Police 
department which had the church’s prop-
erty. One of the checks had a name in the 
“Pay To The Order Of” space which gave 
police a suspect. By matching a footprint 
found at the scene with shoes the suspect 
was wearing when arrested as well as 
a key in his possession, police fingered 
Christopher Tolbert for the burglary. He 
was booked, and made bail. Church staff 
stopped payment on the check, but went 
to considerable expense to re-key all the 
locks and change bank accounts.

On our Peeps page, we were proud to 
report three citizens received honors: York 
School alumnus Benjamin Todd Jealous, 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
of the National Association of the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
received the annual $100,000 Puffin/
Nation Prize for Creative Citizenship on 
Monday, December 3, 2012 . On Decem-
ber 4, Monterey Mayor Chuck Dela Salla 
and Fire Chief Andrew Miller presented 
the Monterey Fire Department’s highest 
meritorious conduct award, the Medal of 
Valor, to Firefighter Neal Hurd in recog-
nition of his bravery and courage, above 
and beyond the call of duty, by risking 
his life to save a fellow firefighter under 
conditions that put him at extreme personal 
risk. And John O’Brien, CEO and owner 
of Central Coast Senior Services, is the 
2012 recipient of the Invisible Disabilities 
Association Caregiver Honors Award.

12/14/12-12/20/12

The City of Pacific Grove prevailed 
in court when, on Dec. 6, Judge Lydia M. 
Villarreal of the Superior Court denied 
the Petition for Writ of Mandate and 
Complaint for Declaratory Relief filed 
by petitioners Friends of Point Pinos, Jim 
Willoughby and Lee Willoughby against 
the City of Pacific Grove. 

The petitioners’ lawsuit stemmed 
from the City’s amendment of a use 
permit to expand the hours of operation 
at the clubhouse/restaurant at the City’s 
Municipal Golf Links. 

The court rejected Petitioners’ claim 
that the Use Permit was not in compliance 
with the City’s General Plan and Zon-
ing Code.  Petitioners’ challenge to the 
City’s environmental studies related to the 
amendment was also rejected.

The Public Works Department has 
been working diligently to correct street 
lighting issues on “Candy Cane Lane,” 
which have existed for many years. Earli-
est maps and records show that the initial 
installation of streetlights was in 1922 and 
with 61 light poles. Over the years a num-
ber have succumbed to vehicle-vs.-light-
pole encounters and recently the removal 
of an additional nine due to rust and safety 
conditions. The cost to replace the entire 
system, which can’t be repaired, is $1.2 
million – which the City doesn’t have.

Nine Pacific Grove High School 
students and their advisor, Principal Matt 
Bell, spent a week in Washington, D.C. 
under a program called Close Up. Their 
whirlwind tour included visits to many 
historical sites, as well as visits to Capitol 
Hill to meet with our Congressman, Sam 
Farr. The students, who paid their own 
way, teamed with students from other 
states to hold debates on subjects such as 
privacy, search-and-seizure and drug test-
ing. They also framed potential bills and 
pushed them through a mock Congress, so 
that, as Matt Bell said, “by the time they 
reached Capital Hill they had a good grasp 
of how things work in Washington.”

Grace Meredith Colburn, widow of 
artist Sam Colburn, died at home in Pacific 
Grove of natural causes on Sun., Dec. 9. 
Born January 30, 1926 and raised in San 
Francisco, at 14 years old Grace was the 
youngest student to attend the San Fran-
cisco Art Institute, from 1940-1943.   Art, 
artists, intellectuals, psychologists, and 
healers were constant fixtures in her life. 
A charismatic but reclusive artist, Grace 
produced introspective work that dealt 
with her life and perceptions of the world. 
She has been a well-known resident of the 
Peninsula since 1943.

12/21/12-12/27/12
Pacific Grove officials’ reaction to the 

school shooting in Newtown, CT was swift 
and thorough. As soon as Superintindent   
Ralph  Porras was made aware of the ter-
rible situation unfolding he immediately 
contacted school administrators at each 
site notifying them, counseling vigilance 
regarding security procedures, and ad-
dressing potential mental health issues 
that might arise.

Pacific Grove Mayor Bill Kampe 
immediately contacted police department 
to make sure they were in contact with 
schools. City Manager Tom Frutchey held 
a staff meeting to discuss security plans at 
city offices. 

PACIFIC GROVE MAYOR
Vote  Count  %
BILL KAMPE  5,210  69.88%
Carmelita Garcia  2,246  30.12%
Total  7,456  100.00%
In 2010, running unopposed, Carmelita 
Garcia received 5,092 votes.

PACIFIC GROVE CITY COUNCIL
(Top three)

Vote  Count  %
CASEY LUCIUS  4,879  27.80%
ROBERT HUITT  4,285  24.41%
DAN MILLER  3,270  18.63%
Mary Norton  2,757  15.71%
Robert A. Pacelli  2,360  13.45%
Total  17,551  100.00%

In the continuing effort to shave costs, 
City officials are very close to a decision 
on closing the lobby of the Police Dept. 
between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. The 
result would save the cost of one person’s 
pay. And, says Cdr. John Miller, that per-
son’s duties would be spread over patrol 
staff. which would have to be trained on 
the software. Record storage could then 
largely be done in Seaside, which uses the 
same software and which was part of the 
impetus to share services with that city.

In an Op Ed piece, former council-
member Dan Davis explained why he and 
two others have set up a petition to have 
the safety officer retirement agreement 
of 10 years ago declared null and void, 
because certain facts were not disclosed 
to the city council and the amounts are 
unsustainable.

12/7/12-12/1312

On Dec. 5, Pacific Grove Public 
Works was dismayed to get a report of 
soap suds at Lovers Point. Resembling 
icebergs on a miniature scale, the bubbles 
were flowing from the sewer outfall there. 
Public Works turned on the Urban Diver-
sion so no more suds got getting into the 
bay. There are 12 manholes and Public 
Works tested each one up the line, and 
finally at the last one determined it was 
body wash dumped into the sewer by a 
group home. The beach was posted. Tests 
continue to learn the level of toxicity, if 
any, but the body wash is biodegradable. 
Environmental Programs Manager Sarah 
Hardgrave does not believe the group 
home will be fined.

A citizen reported vandalism to some 
12 trees deep in Rip Van Winkle Park. 
Someone has painted symbols and arrows 
with spray paint, along with the words 
“Believe” and “Love” on the trees and 
on a log. Officials are investigating and 
trying to determine whether the damage 
can be covered.

School Board president John Thibeau 
said that, with 66.37 percent of the vote 
going for the school measure and needing 
66.6 percent, “We owe it to the people 
who worked so hard on Measure A to do 
everything we can to ensure the vote gets 
counted right.” The school district invested 
$3,600 in a recount, looking for 14 more 

“Otter Views” columnist Tom Stevens 
wrote about the joys of the Underwood 
5, perhaps the most popular typewriter 
ever made.

Flanking Environmental Scientist Cyn-
di Dawson are (L) Anthony Ordiniza 
and Senior Park Aide Bill Garner (R), 
who is a retired Los Angeles school 
principal. They worked on the ADA 
upgrades at Asilomar.

Dr. Porras also contacted other school 
superintendents in our area to assess how 
they were handling the school tragedy.

Dr. Porras and his staff compiled 
relevant information to include in a mass 
email to all parents of students attending 
The Pacific Grove Unified School District, 
local law enforcement agencies; Tom 
Frutchey, City Manager of Pacific Grove; 
and all school district staff. The email 
assured parents that safety procedures 
were in place and offered suggestions on 
addressing children’s concerns over the 
next days and weeks. Websites detailing 
additional information and resources for 
coping with such tragedies were also 
included in the email.

We experienced a King Tide: King 
tides occur when the Earth, moon and sun 
align and cause increased gravitational 
pull on the Earth’s oceans. Predictable 
events, they occur several times a year. 
Environmentalists hope seeing king tides 
may help people visualize what rising sea 
levels might look like should the predic-
tions around global warming come true. 
In the San Francisco Bay area last week, 
photos were taken of inundated signs and 
flooding in low-lying tunnels.

The library put out a call for dona-
tions. If you purchased a copy of a best 
seller and have now finished with it, rather 
than having it take up space on your book 
shelf, consider donating it to the library.  
Some best sellers have long “hold” lists so 
your fellow patrons would appreciate your 
generosity.  Donations of J.K. Rowling’s 
“The Casual Vacancy” would be especially 
appreciated. The news release did not men-
tion “50 Shades of Gray.”

One of our favorites from the Cop 
Log: House of Blues:    RP reported ongo-
ing problem with neighbor. RP is con-
cerned that the neighbor is going to paint 
his own house a terrible robin egg blue 
color and there may be collateral damage 
to RP’s house and/or vehicle from paint 
splatter. 

Cedar Street Times’s Paper Posse 
participated in the Arthritis Foundation 
Jingle Bell Run/Walk held annually in 
Pacific Grove.

Katie Shain re-
viewed Smuin Bal-
let, to appear in 
Carmel

Gingerbread house, now on display 
at the Inn at Spanish Bay: 40 lbs of 
flour, 6 lbs of butter, 9 lbs corn syrup, 
8 lbs brown sugar, 125 lbs of powdered 
sugar. The dimension: 42” W x 32” D 
x 34” H.

Homeless Dave was on his way -- via 
bicycle -- to warmer climes when Erika 
Fiske interviewed him.
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Market SnapShot (as of December 24, 2012)

Featured rentalS

Featured liStingS

For more detailed information 
on market conditions or for 
information on other areas of the 
Monterey Peninsula please call...

Bill Bluhm, Broker
(831) 375-2183 x 100

Pacific Grove
Single Family

Current
Inventory

Properties
in Escrow

Closed Sales
December 2012

Closed Sales 
Year to Date

Number of 
Properties

41

26

7

191

Days on 
Market

141

81

51

96

Median
Price

$710,000

$572,000

$720,000

$555,000

Average Price

$1,318,956

$635,334

$671,793

$624,965

open houSe liSting - dec 29th - dec 30th
Monterey
$312,500	 2BR/1BA	Open	Sat	2-4	
20	Tanglewood	Ln.	X	Skyline	Forest
Arleen	Hardenstein	831-915-8989

Monterey
$495,000	 2BR/2BA	 Open	Sat	1-4	
875	Spencer	St.	X	David	Ave.
Ricardo	Azucena	831-917-1849

Monterey
$495,000	 2BR/2BA	 Open	Sun	1-4	
875	Spencer	St.	X	David	Ave.
Shawn	Quinn	831-236-4318

Pacific Grove
$435,000	 2BR/1BA	 Open	Sat	2-4	
1111	Lincoln	Ave.	X	Buena	Vista	Ave.
Marilyn	Vassallo	831-372-8634

Pacific Grove
$599,000	 2BR/1BA	 Open	Sat	1-4	
128	4th	St.	X	Central	Ave.
Shawn	Quinn	831-236-4318

Pacific Grove
$599,000	 2BR/1BA	 Open	Sun	1-3	
128	4th	St.	X	Central	Ave.
Al	Borges	831-236-4935

Clancy D’Angelo
(831) 277-1358

Bill Bluhm
(831) 277-2782

Ricardo Azucena
(831) 917-1849

Helen Bluhm
(831) 277-2783

Se Habla Español

Joe Smith
(831) 238-1984

Houses		 	 Monthly
3/2		 Wd	floors,	granite	Kitchen,	FP,	No	pets		PB	 $2,900
2/1							Close	Dwtn	Mtry,	DLI,	NPS	(pets	ok)	Monterey			$2,300
2/1.5	 Wood	floors,	granite	Kitchen,	FP	 PG	 $2,000
Apartments
2/1	 Close	to	town/beach	 PG	 $1,325

To find out more about area rentals or having your
property professionally managed by

Bratty and Bluhm Property Management,
please visit www.BrattyandBluhm.com

or call our Property Managers at (831) 372-6400.

Arleen Hardenstein
(831) 915-8989

T.J. Bristol
(831) 521-3131

thiS WeekS preMier liSting

30 Tanglewood Rd.
Monterey

Light,	well	maintained	2	bedroom,	one	bath	end	unit	situated	in	
the	Tanglewood	condominiums	of	Skyline	Forest	offers	a	great	
opportunity.		Convenient	location.		Traditional	sale!

Offered at $599,000

OPEN SATURDAY 2-4

988 Madison St.
Monterey 
Secluded	3	bedroom,	2	bath	hidden	treasure	
located	just	a	few	blocks	up	the	hill	from	
downtown	Monterey.	Fireplaces	in	living	room	
and	master	bedroom,	plenty	of	decking	and	a	
low	maintenance	yard.

Offered at $630,000

GREAT LOCATION!

197 Ocean View Blvd.
Pacific Grove
Prime,	unobstructed,	spectacular	bay	views	from	
Lovers	Point	to	Hopkins	Marine	Station.	Just	a	
few	minutes	walk	to	Monterey	Bay	Aquarium	
and	Cannery	Row,	this	single	level,	3	bed,	2	
bath,	front	line	home	is	ready	for	you	to	move	
right	in.
Coming Soon !

COMING SOON

1111 Lincoln Ave.
Pacific Grove
Super	cute	Pacific	Grove	cottage	amid	the	oaks	
in	quiet	neighborhood.		Two	bedrooms,	one	
bath,	double	paned	windows,	one	car	garage	and	
a	fully	fenced,	tiered	backyard.		All	appliances	
included.	Great	starter!

Offered at $435,000

OPEN SAT 2-4

875 Spencer St.
Pacific Grove
Light	and	bright	Mediterranean	2	bedroom,	2	
bath	home	with	2	car	garage	in	New	Monterey.		
Great	bay	views	from	living	room,	dining	room,	
bedroom	and	bath.		Prime	location	for	starter,	
second	home	or	rental	property.

Offered at $495,000

OPEN SATURDAY 1-4

AND SUNDAY 1-4

4760 Sea Crest Drive
Seaside
You	will	be	AMAZED	at	the	upgrades	this	3	
bedroom,	2	½	bath	Seaside	Highlands	“Oyster”	
home	possesses.	Grand	marble	staircase,	tile	
floors,	granite	and	stainless	in	the	kitchen.		All	
this	and	a	view	of	the	bay	and	city	lights.

Offered at $695,000

OCEAN VIEW!

1001 Funston Ave., #5
Pacific Grove
Wonderful	2	bedroom,	2	bath,	1,292	sq.	ft.	
condo.	Brand	new	kitchen	with	tile	flooring,	
stainless	steel	appliances	and	granite	counter	top.	
Crown	molding	throughout.	Plantation	shutters	
in	bedrooms.

Offered at $380,000

GREAT LOCATION

1041 Morse Dr.
Pacific Grove
NEW	LISTING!	Great	remodel	opportunity.	3	
bedroom,	1	1/2	bath	home	in	the	heart	of	Candy	
Cane	lane	awaits	your	personal	touch.		Wood	
floors,	fireplace,	French	doors,	Wedgewood	
stove,	large	lot	with	patios,	decks	and	storage.

Offered at $535,000

PENDING

Betty Pribula
(831) 647-1158

Marilyn Vassallo
(831) 372-8634

4 SW of 10th Ave. on San Antonio
Carmel
Located	just	steps	away	from	the	beaches	of	
Carmel	and	a	brisk	walk	to	Carmel-by-the-
Sea’s	shops,	art	galleries	and	world	renowned	
dining,	this	3	bedroom,	2	bath	Carmel	gem	
has	spectacular	views	of	the	Pacific	Ocean	and	
Pebble	Beach.
Offered at $3,850,000

OCEAN VIEW!

3051 Larkin Rd.
Pebble Beach
Great	chance	to	own	a	beautifully	updated	one	
level	turnkey	jewel.	Spacious,	light	filled	rooms	
with	wood,	tile	and	marble	floors.	Master	suite	
oasis	with	dream	closet	and	elegant	bath.	Sunset	
views	from	living	room	and	front	patio.

Offered at $805,000

PENDING

Arleen Hardenstein
(831) 915-8989
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