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“Like” us on Facebook 
where we post short updates, 
traffic, weather, fun pictures 
and timely stuff. If you fol-
low us on Twitter, you’ll also 
get local sports updates and 
we even tweet tournaments 
and playoffs.
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Fri. Jan. 15
Voices of Change

The People’s Oral History Project
Book Signing, Exhibit

and Discussion
Reception with Bill Monning

5-7:30 PM
and Sat. Jan. 16

2-4:30 PM
Unitarian Universalist Church

•
Sat. Jan. 16

MP Dickens Fellowship
Luncheon Meeting

Discussion of Ch 21-33 of
Nicholas Nickleby
Meeting address

Info: Beth at 372-7625
•

Sun. Jan. 17
Guided visualization for self and 

planet healing
5:15 PM  Free.

713 2nd Street, Pacific Grove.  
RSVP (831) 915-8321

•
Wed. Jan. 27

Dine Out with Friends
to benefit Friends of the Library

La Mia Cucina
208 17th St,

Beginning 5 PM
•

Sat. Jan. 30
Make your own organic,

non-GMO soy milk
in Pacific Grove $3

2 PM
Call for details 831-915-8321

•
Thurs. Feb. 4

Informational meeting for 
individuals interested in 

volunteering at the Pacific Grove 
Museum of Natural History.

6 p.m. Free.
831-648-5716 ext. 20

or watson@pgmuseum.org
•

Jan. 15-22, 2016           Your Community NEWSpaper Vol. VIII, Issue 15

Stories of the Year-  Page 13Sandbaggers? - Page 5

PG Museum of Natural 
History

Monarch Butterfly Count
at the Butterfly Sanctuary
as of 12/30/15 is 10,236

Inside
Animal Tales 
& Other Random Thoughts ................ 8
Breaker of the Week ........................ 18
Cartoon ............................................. 2
Cop Log ............................................. 5
City Intern’s Column .......................... 6
Homeless in Paradise ....................... 16
Keepers of Our Culture .................Dark
Legal Notices ................................... 16
Otter Views ........................................ 8
Peeps ............................................... 19
Post Cards From the Kitchen ............ 17
Rain Gauge ....................................... 2
Real Estate ................................... 5, 20
Service Directory ............................. 19
Sports .............................................. 18
2015 Year in Review .......... begins on 9
Stories of the Year ................................

Year In Review
2015

(April - June)
begins on Page 9

See HOUSING Page 2 See FIRE Page 15

Janice Austin saw this little girl splashing in a puddle on the Rec Trail and couldn’t 
resist asking her mom for a photo. No, Ms. Austin didn’t join the little girl but we’ll 
bet she thought about it. Photo by Janice Austin

Celebrating the rain

By Peter Mounteer

At last week’s meeting of the Pacific 
Grove City Council, the council received 
a draft of the city’s 2015-2023 Housing 
Element Update, a document mandated 
by state law to provide guidance to the 
city overseeing the development of future 
housing.

A key piece of the update that prompt-
ed discussion at the meeting was the 
provision that the city has zoning plans in 
place to allow further housing development 
according to targets set by the Association 
of Monterey Bay Area Governments (AM-
BAG) via their Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA) conducted every eight 
years. The numbers presented for the next 
eight years for Pacific Grove stipulated 
that the city zone out for an additional 115 
housing units, about five units less than the 
last planning period projected. The numbers 
are not binding though. They simply set a 
target for what the city should have in terms 
of plans and zoning. While such updates are 
mandated by state law, it does not mean the 
city is required to develop 115 new housing 
units before 2024.

The prior planning period, 2000-2007, 
saw very little additional housing devel-
opment during those years despite that the 
target was higher than it is now, somewhere 
in the neighborhood of 127 units.  Pacific 
Groves projections have also steadily 
decreased since 2000 and development 
of new housing has consistently fallen far 
below AMBAG targets. No penalty exists 
for not pursuing development. However, 
in order to qualify for certain state grants, 
the city must show it has zoning in place 
to meet those targets, hence the report’s 
raison d’etre. 

Pacific Grove and other peninsu-
la communities are largely “built out” 
according to Pacific Grove mayor Bill 
Kampe, who said as much at the meeting. 
AMBAG’s figures reflect that reality. The 
cities of Del Rey Oaks, Carmel, Sand City 
and Pacific Grove in that order have the 
lowest housing unit development targets for 
the entire Monterey county area and south 
Santa Cruz county. Housing Development 
Updates typically contain comparatively 
higher projections for cities that have room 
to grow within their border, such as Marina 
and Salinas which both have projections in 
the thousands.

With respect to Pacific Grove Coun-
cilman Dan Miller called the update a 

Draft Housing 
Update Calls for 
115 more Units 
in Pacific Grove

By Peter Mounteer

At last week’s city council meeting 
the council heard a presentation by then 
outgoing city manager Tom Frutchey on the 
value of re-orienting the city’s approach to 
its emergency fire services, emphasizing a 
shift from discussing who provides services 
to what services precisely are provided.

In recent years and in the aftermath 
of the recession, much public and policy 
attention has been focused on who pro-
vides fire services, both in Pacific Grove 
and in municipalities around the state. 
Should Pacific Grove have an independent 
fire department? A contract with the state 
or a private agency? Or should it share 
services with other municipalities? Pacific 
Grove currently goes with the latter option, 
contracting fire services with the City of 
Monterey. Frutchey argues in his report that 
discussion on who provides fire services 

is not as valuable as discussion on what 
services are provided. Focusing efforts on 
who provides services, he argues, does not 
save the city significant amounts of money 
in the long term.

“Such efforts will just slow the increase 
in costs, and not have much impact on effec-
tiveness,” the report reads.

The report discusses shifting to a focus 
on “fire prevention and on-site suppression,” 
noting that because of the rise of synthetics in 
building materials, modern homes burn up to 
eight times faster than homes built 30 years 
ago. Additionally, the report specifically 
recommends the mayor and city manager talk 
with other mayors and city managers around 
the peninsula on a “collaborative approach” 
to meeting their fire protection needs. How-
ever, the city is in a tough spot with changing 
its current fire service situation.

The idea of forming a joint powers 

Fire Service Options Abound
It’s Not Only who Provides Service but what 

Service is Provided
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Skillshots

Joan Skillman

Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported by Jack Beigle from Canterbury Woods 

Week ending 01-14-16 .......................... .21” 
Total for the season ..............................7.50”
To date last year ................................... N/A”
The historic average to this date is  ......8.26”
Wettest year .................................................47.15”
During rain year 07-01-97 through 06-30-98
Driest year ...................................................4.013”
During rain year 07-01-12 through 06-30-13
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172 16th Street, Pacific Grove

(831) 372-3524
www.cottageveterinarycare.com

OFFICE HOURS:
 M-F 7:30-6:00  SAT 8:00-5:00  SUN Closed

Like

Providing a full spectrum of 
state of art medical and

surgical services
in our quaint cottage setting

10% Discount
Military, Seniors

and Peace of Mind adoptions*
( * Contact office for full details )

Sunset Suppers $990

The Beach house aT Lovers PoinT
Dinner & cockTaiLs From 4Pm DaiLy

Special menu served daily when seated by 5:30p and ordered by 6p. Subject to change without notice

www.BeachHousePG.com 
Dinner Reservations: 831-375-2345

At Lovers Point Beach
620 Ocean View Blvd. Pacific Grove 

demonstration of the “idiocy of state mandates” intimating the projections have only 
served to upset certain property owners around the peninsula and did not reflect the 
true prices of most homes in Pacific Grove. 

While councilmen Rudy Fischer and Ken Cuneo both stated their support for the 
report and its content, said they could not practically see much room for development 
without progress on the peninsula’s seemingly deathless water supply issues.

“I agree that we should do more housing, but until we get a water project developed, 
we’re not doing anything,” Fischer said. “That is the gating factor in my mind before 
we can tackle anything.”

City housing program coordinator Terri Schaeffer made a similar assessment on 
the water issue in a separate interview.

“Water is a big problem for development,” Schaeffer said.
The city can encourage development of underdeveloped parcels by giving ex-

ceptions to density restrictions and variances on zoning requirement, but options are 
limited as development can only occur at the onus of property owners. Pacific Grove 
does have a few parcels that simply have no development on them and some that could 
accommodate more building within existing zoning law. 

The RHNA also stipulates that the city plans must include allowance for zoning 
for lower income housing, as required by state law, and the RHNA development targets 
are broken down by income level.

Councilman Robert Huitt stated his support for continued work on lower income 
housing with emphasis on examining opportunities for mixed use developments 
downtown. 

“I think that over the next few years we should really try to do something about 
[it]. I know that water is an issue and some of this has to with making things possible 
that weren’t possible before,” Huitt said. “Mixed use development in the downtown 
area is a great way to meet our housing needs while meeting other objectives…once 
we get through this process that we are required to go through, lets not just put this 
aside and let it gather dust, lets make housing a real priority for the city and do what 
we can within the constraints.”

Most of the recommendations laid out in the draft housing update, particularly 
those that hinge on zoning for future home developments and low income housing 
include specific recommendations to modify the zoning code to come into compliance 
with state law and AMBAG targets.

Final comments on the update came from a tiny portion of the document, com-
prising one paragraph on short term rentals in Pacific Grove. These are properties that 
are rented out on a short term basis, often only for days or weeks at a time. Short term 
rentals in coastal areas have been on the rise and with it shortages in the permanent 
housing. Blame has been partially laid at the feet of such services as Air BnB, an on-
line, smartphone-based service to hook up tourists and travelers with a place to stay.

On short-term rentals the draft Housing Element Update simply recommends the 
city examine closely potential problems caused by increases in short term rentals but 
does not stipulate any actions specifically that the city should take, if any.
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Lic. #01147233

Adorable cottage/bungalow one block from Lovers Point. 
1 bedroom, 1 bath, 528 sq.ft. Easy walk to town, beach, 
park, restaurants, post office and hiking path to Cannery 
Row and the Aquarium. $599,000

159 Pacific Ave.
Pacific Grove WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE

Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111
1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)

Mon-Thu 4-9:30PM • Fri-Sat 11-10PM • Sun 12-9:30PM

www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

T he Fine s t  Gour me t  P izza

Winner of the 2010 PG Restaurant of the Year Award

Must present current coupon to get 
discount. Not combinable with other offers.
EXPIRES 02/15/16      

Fond Farewell to Tom Frutchey

A well-attended event: The Who’s Who of Pacific Grove government, staff, and commerce converged on Chautauqua 
Hall to bid farewell to City Manager Tom Frutchey.  Photos, above, L-R: Tom with councilmember Rudy Fischer (who 
emceed), Tom with Moe Ammar of the Chamber of Commerce, and Tom with Mayor Bill Kampe, Below, L-R, Fire 
Chief Gaudenz Panholzer; Mike Bekker of Cannery Row Co. and the Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce; Michael 
Krokower of Grand Ave. Flooring and Interim Police Chief Steven Belcher; and Tom with Tom McMahon, President of 
the Business Improvement District and Monterey Bay Laundry. Among notables in attendance were former mayor Dan 
Cort and former city manager Gary Bales plus many committee and commission members such as Jacquie Atchison. 
City Council members on hand included Mayor Pro Tempore Robert Huitt, Ken Cuneo, Casey Lucius, and Bill Peake. 
City Manager Dave Laredo was there as was Cdr. Rory Lakind and Assistant City Manager Jocelyn Francis.

The City of Carmel-by-the-Sea has 
reached a tentative agreement with Chip 
Rerig to become its new City Adminis-
trator. Rerig previously worked in a key 
position for the City from 1997 to 2003. 
Rerig, with his wife, Lesley Milton-Rerig, 
lives in Pacific Grove. Lesley is City Clerk 
of Seaside.

The Council is scheduled to approve 
Rerig’s contract on February 2, 2016, and 
Rerig is to begin work for the City within 
30 days of that approval. 

Rerig has 19 years overall working in 
Carmel and Monterey. He served as Mon-
terey’s Chief of Planning, Engineering, 
and Environmental Compliance and as a 
Principal Planner over the past 13 years. 
He previously served Carmel-by-the-
Sea’s Community Planning and Building 
Department from 1997 to 2003. 

Doug Schmitz had served as City 
Administrator for 13 months prior to 
resigning at the end of October 2015. 
Schmitz had come out of retirement to take 
the position of City Administrator and had 
previously served as City Administrator 

City of Carmel-by-the-Sea Reaches Tentative Agreement With 
Pacific Grove’s Chip Rerig to Become the New City Administrator

for Carmel from 1983 to 1992.  Mike 
Calhoun has been serving in an interim 
basis since then. 

Rerig will meet with Carmel city em-
ployees next week, and Council and Rerig 
have scheduled a “meet and greet” for the 
community to talk with him from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 26, in 
the Sunset Center’s main entrance foyer. 

Rerig’s focus in the short term will 
include filling essential staff vacancies, 
ensuring that land use planning functions 
are efficiently and effectively serving the 
public, and connecting with residents, 

business owners, and city employees. 
Rerig received his Master of Science 

degree in environmental land use plan-
ning from California Polytechnic State 
University (San Luis Obispo) in 1997 and 
a bachelor of arts degree from Lycoming 
College in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, in 
1988. He is an accredited member of the 
American Institute of Certified Planners 
(AICP). 

Adams Raises $100K in Campaign for 
5th District County Supervisor

Retired United Way Monterey County CEO Mary Adams announced that she has 
raised $100,000 in her campaign to unseat Dave Potter for  Monterey County Super-
visor District 5. Nearly 180 donors have contributed to the campaign to date, with 
contributions ranging from $25 to $10,000.

“To have such strong community support is truly an honor,” said Adams. “We are 
building a far-reaching grassroots campaign, and over the next six months we will focus 
solely on the Primary Election of June 7. In order to bring my approach of leadership to 
the Board of Supervisors, to make county government more responsive, and preserve 
what matters in our special community, we need to win.”
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Celebrating 25 years of Service!
Central Avenue Pharmacy
133 15th Street, Pacific Grove

831-373-1225
www.caprx.com

“CAPRX is committed to meeting the unique needs of patients and prescribers by 
providing quality compounding and outstanding  customer service.”

• One of the last hometown pharmacies on the Montery Peninsula!
• PCAB Accredited Compounding Specialty Pharmacy
• Home delivery
• Accepting most major insurance plans
• Easy prescription transfers
• Come see us! You’re a name, not a number – we welcome your questions 

Solutions Compounded PCAB Accredited Pharmacy

TWO GIRLS FROM CARMEL

HOUSECLEANING SPECIALISTS
Let Us Do The Work For You

(831) 626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

Experienced • Professional
Same Cleaner For A Personal Touch

Bonded • 30 Year Track Record

Ph: 831-643-2457 • Fax: 831-643-2094

www.ElderFocus.com 
2100 Garden Road, Suite C • Monterey

jkd@ElderFocus.com • Vicki@ElderFocus.com

• Licensed Professional Fiduciary
• Certified Care Manager
• Conservatorships
• Special Needs Trusts
• Health Care Agent
• Professional Organizing

Care Management & Fiduciary Services
Jacquie DePetris, LCSW, CCM, LPF

Vicki Lyftogt, CLPF

We are proud of the reputation
we have earned.

MaryNina Hill
36 Years of Service

Our vision is to be recognized as the most 
professional, ethical and highest quality 
funeral service provider on the Monterey 
Peninsula. We always go the extra mile 
in helping people. We are committed to 
offering the highest level of service by always 
listening and responding to the needs of 
those we serve.

390 Lighthouse Avenue, PG
Call 831-375-4191

or visit
www.ThePaulMortuary.com FD-280

SiFi Networks, the company with 
which the City of Pacific Grove is explor-
ing a fiber network throughout the city, 
recently had its Wastewater Fiber Tech-
nology (WFT) patents granted in the USA 
and announces its successful deployment 
in the City of Wichita.

SiFi i a global developer and operator 
of fiber optic networks.

The application of WFT provides a 
compelling alternative to conventional 
core fiber installation techniques by 
providing a unique and simple means 
of running fiber cables through sanitary 
and storm wastewater networks. The 
technology has been proven across five 
continents and SiFi Networks announced 
that the technology has completed three 
years of uninterrupted service in the City 
of Wichita, Kansas.

SiFi Networks’ Wastewater Fiber 
Technology Patent Granted

“In 2012, the City of Wichita’s IT 
Department worked with SiFi Networks to 
implement a proof of concept in utilizing 
fiber connectivity through our existing 
storm or sewer conduits.

Fiber was placed between a Public 
Works facility (where the City had existing 
fiber) and a police Substation with addi-
tional connection to a Public Works Water 
Center close by. City IT has not touched 
this network in over three years since 
implementation,” commented Michael 
Mayta, Chief Information Officer at the 
City of Wichita.

“After review, Public Works con-
firmed that there were no negative effects 
on any conduits utilized and our Water and 
Police sub-station have benefited from the 
throughput of a GIG network. The ROI 
for this project was just over four years, 
so in late 2016 the project will “pay out” 
and the City will begin to realize monthly 
savings,” added Mayta.

SiFi Network’s technologies have 
been utilized to deploy cell tower back-
haul, point to point fiber connection and 
metro rings to support last mile networks 
allowing for greater flexibility in the net-
work design and deployment. 

The company has also developed a 
suite of technologies and construction 
methods to create a fully warranted last 
mile (FTTH) system called FOCUS™. 
Primarily SiFi Networks is using this 
within their FiberCity™ solution which 
sees them invest in the infrastructure, op-
erate and maintain the fiber and electronics 
wholesaling access to municipalities or 
internet service providers who sell their 
internet, TV and other services to the 
residents and businesses within the city. 

Jim McBride, Head of Technical 
Counsel for SiFi Networks, said “By 
using this technology combined with the 
traditional techniques it ensures a cost ef-
fective and fast deployment whilst creating 
a highly secure network.” 

With continuing growth in demand 
for fiber to cell towers WFT opens up 
new opportunities to expedite 4G and 5G 
deployments. SiFi Networks’ WFT has 
been heavily utilized for Fiber to the cell 
tower deployments, significantly reducing 
capital expenditure and time to deploy 
for hundreds of miles of fiber to cell sites 
across South Africa. Its applications have 
been tried and tested over the last decade 
in the USA, Europe, Africa, the Middle 
East and Australia. 

SiFi Networks seeks to make Pacific 
Grove a model for future projects by of-
fering a network which would be installed 
within the sewer lines in the city.

Forest Hill 
Lunch & 
Learn Event

Join Forest Hill on January 21 
to learn about all the benefits of a 
Continuing Care Retirement Com-
munity (CCRC). You’ll learn about 
the spacious residences, dynamic 
programming and expansive dining 
program that make Forest Hill 
unique. And you’ll learn how being 
a CCRC will help you make sure 
you’re prepared for anything the 
future might bring, with guaranteed 
access to our on-site continuum of 
care that includes both our Assisted 
Living Center and Health Center 
offering skilled nursing care, rated 
five stars by Medicare.

The Lunch and Learn event is 
intended to show that this com-
munity is truly like no other. The 
core of Forest Hill is housed in an 
elegantly renovated historic hotel. 
“Look one way, and you’ll be tak-
en aback by the view of the Bay,” 
said a spokesperson. “Look the 
other way, and the Pacific Ocean 
amazes you. Apartments and cot-
tages are spacious and filled with 
light. And cultural events, social 
happenings and learning opportuni-
ties abound.”

Forest Hill Manor, where the 
Lunch & Learn will take place, is 
located at 551 Gibson Avenue in 
Pacific Grove.

The Thursday, January 21 
event is set to begin at 12:30am 

Seating is limited and reserva-
tions are required. RSVP today by 
calling 888-751-7311 or visiting 
us at www.foresthillretirement.org/
rsvp.

Set in Pacific Grove on the 
Monterey Peninsula, Forest Hill is 
a nonprofit, full service retirement 
community housed in an elegantly 
renovated historic hotel. Forest 
Hill is owned and operated by Cal-
ifornia-Nevada Methodist Homes 
and welcomes seniors of all faiths 
into our community. Residents en-
joy breathtaking views of Monterey 
Bay in a variety of apartments and 
cottages. This spectacular setting 
is matched with the highest caliber 
of care. The Health Center at 
Forest Hill has Medicare’s highest 
rating of five stars, and is accred-
ited through the Continuing Care 
Accreditation Commission, widely 
recognized as the gold standard 
of quality for Continuing Care 
Retirement Communities. For more 
information visit www.foresthillre-
tirement.org. 

Informational Meeting 
at Museum 
for Potential 
Volunteers

On Thursday, February 4 there will be an 
informational meeting for individuals interested 
in volunteering at the Pacific Grove Museum of 
Natural History.

Meetings begin at 6 p.m. and are free.
Make a difference as a volunteer. The Muse-

um is currently seeking new volunteers interested 
in meeting new people, have a passion for nature, 
and want to give back to their community. There 
are a number of volunteer opportunities avail-
able, with different and flexible schedules. No 
experience is necessary and training is provided.

Call 831-648-5716 ext. 20 or email Allison 
Watson at watson@pgmuseum.org for more 
information. Look on the Museum’s website, 
pgmuseum.org/volunteer for more details.
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Marge Ann Jameson

Cop Log

Monterey Fire Stations have pre-filled sandbags as well as sand and bags available 
at each location below.  They are provided free of charge for those living on the penin-
sula, if you are in need of sandbags, please feel free to go to the location nearest your 
home.  Pre-filled sandbags are given out by request at each station. The following is a 
listing of fire station addresses and locations. 

Fire Station One – 600 Pacific Street, Monterey 
Fire Station Two – 582 Hawthorne, Monterey 
Fire Station Three – 401 Dela Vina, Monterey 
Fire Station Four – 600 Pine Avenue, Pacific Grove 
Fire Station Five – Sand and bags are located at the City Corporation Yard at Torres 

& 4th behind the Youth Center. Individuals fill their own sandbags at this location as 
they are not pre-filled.

Monterey Fire Chief Gaudenz Panholzer and Assistant Chief Courtney help fill 
sandbags for a citizen in preparation for the onslaught of rainstorms.

Sandbags Available

Potential Debit Card Theft
Elderly victim reports unauthorized withdrawals made with her ATM card by an 

employee who did not have permission to use it.
Be careful who you lend your tablet to

Reporting party said ex-in-laws reportedly look at pornography on their daughter’s 
tablet. 

The Egg and I
A resident on Spruce said their house was egged. They chased two unknown sus-

pects away. They also suspected a juvenile neighbor did it, but the juvenile’s mother 
said  the juvenile had been under her control all evening.

They probably won’t want it back now
A jacket was dragged behind a person’s car from Sand City to Pacific Grove. There 

was ID in the jacket but police were unable to discern contact information.
Lost & Found

A woman reported she had lost her wallet on Forest, somewhere between her home 
and her work.

Drivers license lost on public transportation.
A toy was turned in that a woman had found in her yard.
A piece of jewelry was reported lost on Ocean View Blvd.
Motorcycle helmet with hat found at the intersection of Pine and Forest.
Keys lost on Lighthouse.

A long way from home
A missing person from Contra Costa County was located.

Juveniles making trouble
Juveniles reported on school grounds after curfew. Officers found them near th 

restrooms on the main athletic field. They had two lighters, butane fuel, a tinfoil pipe 
and a pill bottle of suspected marijanua. They were released to their parents and issued 
warning citations.

Prying
A person housesitting a home on Gibson reported finding pry marks on the back door

Removing the door knob is an improper eviction method
A tenant reported that his landlord removed the door knob to the front door of the 

rental unit. The landlord was told by police to put it back, but he couldn’t find one of the 
pieces. He was told to go buy a new knob and to go about the eviction in the proper way.

Dangerous fun 
Two females in a black Chevy Tahoe were shining flashlights into parked vehicles 

on the beach front on Ocean view Blvd They said they were Pacific Grove Beach Patrol. 
Officers located them and the driver told the officers it was just immature fun. Officers 
advised them of the dangers of the activity. Since they had two passengers under the 
age of 20, they were cited for restricted license provisions.

Bark Bark Bark Report
Threatening barking from the rooftop

Dog on Mermaid reported barking. Animal Control Officers saw the dog going in 
and out of an upstairs window and barking from the roof at anyone who went by. Owner 
contacted at work Had previously been cited for having too many dogs at the residence.

Dog at large
Owner was walking to the park. Apparently the dog was, too, only it wasn’t on a 

leash. The owner had previously been warned about letting the dog off leash, so this 
time they got cited.

Off leash dog poop
Reporting party complained about two dogs after which the owner did not pick up 

their poop. Animal control officer located the owner and informed them of the muni 
code and said they were under observation now for not cleaning up after their dog.

Found dog.
It was microchipped so it got to go home.

Short term vacation rental scam
A vacation rental was advertised on Craiglist. The victim paid using Paypal, but it 

was a scam and they lost $1080.
Fallen tree on wires

Fire department and police were dispatched to a tree resting on utility wires at a 
house, blocking a resident’s vehicle in the driveway. The tree was from a park next 
door. PG&E was requested to disconnect the power and make it safe.

Abandoned trailer on Lighthouse
It was marked on 12/19/15, cited and marked again with warning notice, and finally 

towed for 72-hour violation.
Suspicious pool of blood

A pool of blood was located on the sidewalk on Ocean View Blvd. Area check 
turned up nothing, and the hospital reported they had not seen any patients recently 
with injuries.

Bushy dispute
Reporting party said their neighbor trimmed his bushes and let the debris fall on 

her ide of the fence. She threw them back because her yard trimming bin was tull They 
got into a shouting match and he told her she’d “be sorry.” He also told her he would 
not speak to her anymore and would only speak to her husband or son.

Grinch-like Thief Steals Dog Bowls 
From St. Vincent de Paul

Ron Shenk, manager of the St. Vincent de Paul thirft store on Forest Avenue, like 
many merchants around Pacific Grove, leaves dog bowls outside the store for thirsty 
animals. They were not donations - they had been purchased by Shenk for the store. 
Three times now, in the last few months, the bowls have been stolen.

Shenk said he wrote “Stolen from St. Vincent de Paul” on the bowls, hoping to 
shame the thief.

Pacific Grove Man Arrested 
on Multiple Charges After 
High-Speed Chase

An unemployed Pacific Grove man, Jeffrey Rutt, 23, was arrested overnight by 
sheriff’s deputies after a high-speed chase resulted in a crash. Weapons, drugs, and 
stolen property were found in his vehicle.

Residents on San Benancio Road in Salinas reported a thin, white male stealing 
from unlocked vehicles and then leaving in a Silver Honda, which was spotted later 
on Corral de Tierra. Deputies attempted a traffic stop but Rutt sped away with patrol 
vehicles in pursuit. He crashed into a creek at Corral de Tierra and Highway 68. Rutt 
attempted to flee on foot but was apprehended a short distance later.

He had an outstanding felony warrant. A search of his vehicle produced drugs, 
stolen property including three firearms that had been reported stolen from the area 
on a previous date. A search of his Pacific Grove home produced additional property 
from the coast area.

Included in the items found in his possession were firefighter gear, electronics, 
jewelry, and weapons (three shotguns, ammunition, two stun guns, knives and a ma-
chete) as well as drugs.

Rutt was transported to a hospital from the scene via ambulance but has since been 
transferred to the county jail.

MST Bus Service for Monday, Jan. 18 – 
Martin Luther King Day.

Monterey-Salinas Transit (MST) will operate a Saturday schedule Mon., Jan. 18. The 
Salinas Transit Center, Bus Stop Shop in Monterey and customer service phone lines will 
be open. Administrative offices and the customer service window at the Marina Transit 
Exchange will be closed. The following MST bus lines will operate a Saturday schedule:

JAZZ A Aquarium - Sand City via Hilby
JAZZ B Aquarium - Sand City via Broad-
way
1 Asilomar - Monterey                                       
2 Pacific Grove - Carmel
3 CHOMP - Monterey
7 Del Rey Oaks - Monterey
11 Carmel - Sand City      
16 Marina - The Dunes via CSUMB
17 CSUMB - Marina
18 Monterey - The Dunes via CSUMB                                     
20 Salinas - Monterey via Marina
21 Pebble Beach - Salinas Express
22 Big Sur - Monterey
23 Salinas - King City
24 Monterey - Carmel Valley Grapevine 
Express via Carmel
28 Watsonville - Salinas via Castroville
29 Watsonville - Salinas via Prunedale
41 Northridge - Salinas via East Alisal
42 Westridge - East Salinas
44 Northridge - Salinas via Westridge
45 Northridge - Salinas via East Market
49 Salinas - Santa Rita via Northridge
69 Presidio - Del Monte Center
78 Presidio - Santa Cruz Express
82 Fort Hunter Liggett - Salinas Express

83 Fort Hunter Liggett - Paso Robles 
Express
84 Soledad - Paso Robles

91 Sand City - Del Mesa Carmel
92 CHOMP - Del Mesa Carmel
94 Sand City - Carmel Rancho
95 Williams Ranch - Northridge
MST On Call Marina
MST Trolley in Monterey
In addition to the routes listed above, 

Lines 25 CSUMB - Salinas, 26 CSUMB - 
East Campus Express, 55 Monterey - San 
Jose Express, and 86 King City – San Jose/
San Jose Airport will operate a regular 
weekday schedule. All other lines will not 
be in service. Regular MST bus service 
will resume Tues., Jan. 20. Administrative 
offices and the customer service window at 
the Marina Transit Exchange will reopen 
Tuesday, January 19.

For more information, visit www.mst.
org or call Monterey-Salinas Transit toll 
free at 1-888-MST-BUS1. For the latest 
information on any transit service delays 
that may occur over the holiday, customers 
can follow MST on Twitter at www.twitter.
com/mst_bus.
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Gentrain Programs in January
The Gentrain Society of Monterey Peninsula College will sponsor two free public 
lectures in January, 2016. For additional detail and illustrations please see the 
Gentrain website.

Wednesday, January 20, 2016 
Gentrain Society Lecture: The Life and Legacy of Isadora Duncan: 

A Revolution in Aesthetics Through Dance
Monterey Peninsula College Lecture Forum 103

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Free; MPC Parking $2.00

Information: www.gentrain.org; info@gentrain.org ; 372-0895
Lois Flood, solo dancer and founder of Diablo Dance Theater, will perform the 

stunning classical dances of the legendary Isadora Duncan. Duncan (1877-1927) in-
troduced a revolutionary way of expressing universal human emotions, ranging from 
the dramatic and lyrical to the heroic, creating a beautiful expressive dance based 
on natural movements. Music by Chopin, Schubert and Gluck will accompany these 
historical dances, choreographed by Isadora and passed on to Lois by the second 
generation of Duncan Dancers. Lois will include a narrative describing Isadora’s 
many new ideas in art and politics. 

Center for Spiritual Awakening
522 Central Ave. • 831-372-1942 

Central Presbyterian Church of Pacific Grove
325 Central Ave. • 831-375-7207

Chabad of Monterey
2707 David Ave. • 831-643-2770

Christian Church Disciples of Christ of Pacific Grove
442 Central Ave. • 831-372-0363

Church of Christ
176 Central Ave. • 831-375-3741

Community Baptist Church
Monterey & Pine Avenues • 831-375-4311

First Baptist Church of Pacific Grove
246 Laurel Ave. • 831-373-0741

First Church of God
1023 David Ave. • 831-372-5005

First United Methodist Church of Pacific Grove
Worship: Sundays 10:00 a.m.

915 Sunset @ 17-Mile Dr. • 831-372-5875

Forest Hill United Methodist Church
Services 9 a.m. Sundays

551 Gibson Ave. • 831-372-7956 
Rev. Richard Bowman

Jehovah’s Witnesses of Pacific Grove
1100 Sunset Drive • 831-375-2138

Lighthouse Fellowship of Pacific Grove
PG Community Center, 515 Junipero Ave. • 831-333-0636

Manjushri Dharma Center
724 Forest Ave. • 831-917-3969

www.khenpokarten.org carmelkhenpo@gmail.com

Mayflower Presbyterian Church
141 14th St. • 831-373-4705

Peninsula Baptist Church
1116 Funston Ave. • 831-394-5712

Peninsula Christian Center
520 Pine Ave. • 831-373-0431

St. Angela Merici Catholic Church
146 8th St. • 831-655-4160

St. Anselm’s Anglican Church
Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

375 Lighthouse Ave. • 831-920-1620
Fr. Michael Bowhay

St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
Central Avenue & 12 th St. • 831-373-4441

Seventh-Day Adventist Church of the Monterey Peninsula
375 Lighthouse Ave. • 831-372-7818

Shoreline Community Church
Sunday Service 10 a.m.

Robert Down Elementary, 485 Pine Ave. • 831-655-0100
www.shorelinechurch.org

OUTSIDE PACIFIC GROVE
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

800 Cass St., Monterey • 831-373-1523
Pastor Bart Rall

Congregation Beth Israel
5716 Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel • 831-624-2015

Monterey Center for Spiritual Living
Sunday Service 10:30 am

400 West Franklin St., Monterey • 831-372-7326
www.montereycsl.org

Registration for the 21st Annual 
Wag n' Walk is now open!

Help animals get the second chance they deserve by joining us at Wag n' Walk on 
Saturday, May 7th, at Shoreline Park in Monterey.

Register today as an individual or create a team with family, friends, and colleagues. 
Walk with your four-legged best friend or walk in memory or honor of a beloved furry 
companion. Register by January 20th with promo code EARLYBIRD to save $10 off 
your registration fee.

Get ready to have fun and raise money to help homeless animals in Monterey 
County! Your participation will raise lifesaving funds for homeless animals in Monterey 
County -  join us! 

When you’ll be reading this article, 
I’ll probably already be sitting in the 
plane back to Germany.  
I really enjoyed my time in Pacific 
Grove. I loved the people, the feeling of 
being part of a very committed com-
munity and of course the Californian 
wildlife.  
You are so lucky to live in an area like 
Pacific Grove is! You have the coast and 
sea every day. I only get to see the sea 
when I drive either about seven hours to 
Italy or about eight hours to the North of 
Germany.

When you’re up really early and 
go to Lovers Point you can even see 
some whales enjoying the morning sun! 
And when you’re just walking along the 
coastal trail to the Monterey Bay Aquar-
ium you get to see seals taking a nap on 
the beach. And just about a 20 minute 
drive away there is the beautiful land-
scape of Big Sur! The weather is great 
like almost every day so you can hardly 
be in a bad mood. 

This is what I experienced during 
my stay. But of course, those are just 
the external circumstances. But what 
makes Pacific Grove really special 
are the people living here. The area 
wouldn’t be half that great if it weren’t 
for the absolutely polite, warm-heart-
ed, approachable and likeable citizens. 
When my parents were here they were 
kind of irritated by all this friendliness 
and smalltalk wherever you are (which 
also confirms my statement mentioned in 
a previous article). 

I experienced the differences 
between the administrative systems of 
the U.S. and the one in Germany, how 
American cities conduct their business, 
but I think the most important thing that 
I experienced was being totally on my 
own. When I first came here I actual-
ly didn’t know anybody. And while I 
was staying in Pacific Grove I learned 
to be more confident, self-dependent. 
open-minded and how to worry less and 
just jump right in. This doesn’t mean 
that I wasn’t self-dependent in Germany, 
I was living in a dorm as well but still... 

Moving to another country without 
knowing anybody is another thing. Of 
course it wasn’t always easy to be here 
on my own, I missed my friends and 
family especially when they sent me 
pictures of what they were doing. But on 
the other hand they didn’t get to experi-
ence what I did and my experiences will 
always be a part of me from now on.

After those three months I would 
consider myself to be more grown up 
as well. I made some new friends and 
friends that I could really count on 
(Wendy, I really appreciate your help 
with my flat tire!). 

In my first article I wrote that I was 
excited to see what’s going well and 
what’s going not that well at the City of 
Pacific Grove.

What really is going well is the 
teamwork and the commitment to al-
ways do what’s best for the City, which 
was impressive to see. In comparison to 
the cities I’ve worked with in Germany 
another very good thing in Pacific Grove 
is, that the City works truly efficiently 
and effectively. Things are getting done 
way faster than in Germany.

In the next months Pacific Grove 
will be faced with a lot of changes. Or 
maybe no changes at all. There is the 
new Interim City Manager and the new 
City Manager. There is the rise of the 
sea level which will affect living on the 
coast. And there is the permission for 
Short Term Vacation Rentals, just to 
mention a few issues. Maybe there’ll be 
no changes at all and nobody will notice 
any difference. And maybe there will 
be a lot of changes and the City and the 
citizens will be facing new issues and 
have to deal with other problems than 
they had to deal so far. I’m excited to see 
how the City is doing from Germany and 
keep track of things that are going on in 
Pacific Grove! 

Thank you all so much and espe-
cially a big thanks to the City staff for 
letting me be a part of your community 
and helping me wherever you could. I’ve 
made a lot of new friends and I hope that 
you won’t forget me. It has been an hon-
or to work for the City of Pacific Grove.

Anne Kornmann, Intern

Dingsbums From the Corner Office

Auf Wiedersehen!
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Generous Youngster

Bella Blackmon raised $476 for Meals on Wheels through her hot chocolate 
sales during the holiday season this year. She gave it to Viveca Lohr, executive 
director at Sally Griffin Center, who said, “She is a remarkable little girl!...setting 
a terrific example for the community as a whole!”
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Otter Views
Tom Stevens Jane Roland

Animal Tales and  
Other Random 
Thoughts

Everyone knows I love animals. I 
always have.  I guess the apple doesn’t fall 
far from the tree in my case, as there were 
never too many critters in my home when I 
was young.  My mother would say that she 
would love to have an elephant or giraffe, 
but settled instead for as many dogs and 
cats as circumstances would allow.  I loved 
them for the companionship. As a child 
I was stomach churning shy, a malady I 
carried until I was in my thirties. Even 
now the little demon, timid, creeps into 
my head, but self-confidence pushes him 
out of the way.  I could talk to my pets and 
tell them my problems, hopes and dreams 
and they understood.  

I have always been a people person, 
but on a one-to-one, not hordes (places 
such as Disneyland fill me with horror. 
I endured them because of the children).  
Football games and artistic events are not 
so bad. However, I don’t like being left 
alone in a group I don’t know. 

I am not a schmoozer. When I was in 
college, up late studying, girls would stop 
by my room, either wanting advice or just 
needing a sounding board. I have pretty 
good insight into character and reading 
people. It has carried through my life and, 
as a consequence, in my current job, one 
could liken it to that of a bar tender. Folk 
stop by, pop into the office or stand at the 
door to tell me the stories of their lives, 
some of which are tragic: an animal or 
human family member who is ill; a terrible 
reversal of fortunes; accident.Achieve-
ments; sports, almost everything.   I try 
to remember details and names so when 
they come in again I can ask how they 
are, because I am really interested.maybe 
it is because I am a writer. I do care, I hate 
to see anyone in pain, mentally or phys-
ically. I asked our “friend” Mike, who is 
Tinkerbelle’s father, how he wound up on 
crutches. He was eager to share the story 
of a staph infection that laid him low for 
years and still creates issues.  Doc comes in 
with the dogs, we do what we can to help 
him. One of our group, Lorna Randolph, 
has given him a tent she had and finds 
clothing for him the volunteers at the shop 
are a friendly, cohesive group, everyone 
knows everyone and the customers and 
donors love them. “Staff” members go out 
of their way to find what someone might 
want, looking in back if necessary.

We collect things for migrants and the 
homeless. To paraphrase, “there but for the 
grace of God, go we.” 

On Christmas Eve we were to be open 
until noon or, perhaps 1:00. Everyone went 
home, but people kept coming in.  Every-
one shopped, even for a few cards.  Most 
simply wanted to talk, they were lonely 
and here was someone willing to listen.

 The holidays can be difficult for 
some. One Christmas years ago I was 
living in Florida, my mother was in her 
little house in Pebble Beach. When I called 
to wish her a good day, she said she was 
enjoying a nice Stouffer turkey dinner with 
her dog, Mike. I sensed little happiness in 
the exchange.

As I have reached the stage that 
some call “elderly” I realize how tough 
it must be to be alone when others are 

celebrating. Some assuage this by helping 
others, and I think that is the secret, but, 
unfortunately, there are those, such as 
Mother, whose driving privileges were 
limited at best. I believe it behooves us to 
check on these individuals and do what 
we can to offer a little cheer. Believe me, 
I don’t always practice what I preach and 
feel very guilty about it. My problem is that 
I work all day and, with few exceptions, 
take no breaks, I am heavily involved in 
activities for Rotary on weekends or after 
work, when I get home, generally around 
6:00, I am bushed, and delighted that 
John has fixed dinner.  Weekends I cook, 
do some organizing, rotary jobs, a little 
house cleaning, shop take home work, and 
writing. That is my excuse, but it is not a 
good one. My goal for the New Year is to 
visit some who can no longer go out.

When we fed the homeless men on 
Christmas Eve it was more rewarding 
than I can say. We were good friends who 
gathered together to do something for oth-
ers. We fed them home cooked pot roast, 
mashed potatoes, vegetables, salad and 
pumpkin pie bars with whipped cream. We 
served them and then all sat down to eat, 
the men were so grateful, but they were 
also having fun, it was a truly good night.  
We brought them warm jackets purchased 
at Costco (I even contributed my 49er 
down jacket as we no longer attend the 
games).  If any of you have clothing, warm 
blankets, and, especially new underwear 
or socks, take to St. Angela’s in PG or a 
church near you or bring to me, I will make 
sure they are distributed.

Joe Shammas of PG Travel has 
been organizing this for 10 years (as I 
mentioned in my last column) He is one 
of the best people I know.  One thing to 
remember is something I was taught early 
on, even the poor have pride, give only 
something you would wear yourself, “not 
you, Pig Pen.”

So, come by the shop, if I have time 
I will be delighted to hear your story and 
offer whatever advice I can or send you in 
the right direction.  Hey, football season is 
almost over.  I am rooting for the Packers 
and Kansas City (Alex Smith)… Soon we 
will have Giants flags hanging out front.  
I can’t wait and, then, it is every night for 
months and, sadly, it gets too long.  As we 
age time passes so quickly that baseball 
season will be over before I finish this 
column.

Jane Roland manages The AFRP 
Treasure Shop at 160 Fountain Avenue in 
Pacific Grove.  She is a member of Pacific 
Grove Rotary and lives in Monterey with 
John, Annie, Toby and Sammy..gcr770@
aol.com

Give Me Your Ear

One evening in 1982, the prominent TV newsman Walter Cronkite devoted 30 
seconds of his nightly broadcast to a curious new phenomenon scientists were starting 
to call “the greenhouse effect.”

To the general public, the idea that heat-trapping gases could cause planetary 
warming was so new it was not yet controversial. That would come later. Instead, 
most reactions to Cronkite’s report ranged from mild skepticism to outright derision.

Many viewers simply found it ludicrous to cast as planetary despoilers such friendly, 
everyday gases as carbon dioxide and methane. We exhale carbon dioxide. And dairy 
cows fart methane, for Pete’s sake. How diabolical could it be? Scientific warnings to 
shrink America’s carbon footprint were viewed as hysterical or treasonous.

I mention this now to underscore how long it can take an inconvenient idea to 
gain traction. In the case of the “greenhouse effect,” nearly 35 years has elapsed since 
Cronkite’s TV news report, yet there is still little more public consensus on that than 
on evolution. 

Recent polls report that fewer than half of Americans believe Darwin’s theory 
to be credible, and that’s after 150 years. Many also believe humans and dinosaurs 
lived together in a world created 6,000 years ago. Centuries have not dispelled those 
notions. Why should global warming, or climate change as it is now called, fare any 
better after a mere 35 years?

Indeed, for every report of glaciers melting, corals bleaching, ice packs breaking 
up, and atolls submerging, a countervailing report from fossil fuel industry scientists 
declares these are simply cyclic fluctuations in “the weather,” which “changes every 
day.” Also denying climate change are conservative media commentators who view 
the whole idea as a federal conspiracy. 

In their view, the federal conspirator-in-chief is President Barack Obama, who 
made climate change a part of his final state of the union address on Tuesday. A good 
portion of his national audience still believes Obama is an African-born Islamist, so 
anything he had to say on the subject likely got nowhere with them. 

Nonetheless, the President soldiered gamely on, pitching as a significant global 
achievement the Paris climate treaty of 2015. Whatever its outcome, Obama’s role in 
prodding China and the U.S. to sign that pact will likely be his foremost environmental 
legacy, as his other major climate actions face long, slow, grinding eviscerations in 
Congress and the courts.

I’m an Obama supporter, but I’ll concede he lacks the bedside charm of Ronald Rea-
gan, the arm-twisting skills of LBJ, or the good-ol’ boy appeal of George W. Bush. Yet 
as the nation’s first Hawaiian-born president enters the home stretch, methinks Obama 
deserves some credit for perseverance and foresight, if not always for effectiveness.  

He has persevered on the Affordable Care Act despite 63 Congressional rejections, 
the latest of which he’ll have to veto. He also has persevered, albeit with mixed success, 
in drawing down U.S. combat forces in the Middle East and closing the Guantanamo 
Bay prison complex. He persevered on gun control to no avail whatsoever. 

Obama’s environmental foresight may earn him a kinder nod from history, espe-
cially if global events continue validating the science on climate change. For not only 
was 2015 the year 190 nations actually agreed on something; it was also the hottest 
year on record.

Former President Jimmy Carter has lived long enough to see his environmental 
foresight validated. During the late 1970s, the prudent Carter was mocked for encour-
aging resource conservation, energy self-reliance and other “green” initiatives. He had 
solar panels installed on the White House, only to see them dismantled as President 
Reagan ushered in a lavish, free-spending “Morning in America.”

As the first U.S. president to take meaningful action on climate change, Obama 
joins Carter as an ecological Cassandra. Obama continues to be demonized by conser-
vatives, while environmental progressives feel he has been too timid. If the national 
political pendulum continues swinging right, Obama may join Carter in seeing even 
those timid achievements shucked like White House solar panels.  

Of the 14 candidates currently running for president, only two acknowledge that 
human activity contributes to climate change, and both belong to Obama’s party. The 
other 12 recite some variation on “weather changes every day” or “I’m not a scientist.” 
Progressives may snort, but the climate change denial party controls 35 states and both 
houses of Congress and seems to be surging. 

Things, in other words, do not look auspicious for shrinking the nation’s carbon 
footprint anytime soon. Worse yet for climate change believers, Obama’s likeliest suc-
cessor will act swiftly to rescind U.S. participation in any global climate agreement. 
First day in office, Obamacare goes. Second day; Paris treaty.

It looks like we’ll have “Morning in America” again for a while. But as Walter 
Cronkite foresaw back in 1982, nature still bats last. 

An Inconvenient Idea
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2015 Year in Review 15
Nov. 6-12, 2015

On Wednesday, October 28 Pacific 
Grove Women’s Golf Club had their 15th 
Annual Golf Tournament. Tournament 
Chairman, Sheila Bilich and Committee 
members Naty Lipp, Barbara Locke, and 
Carol Hart put together the most amazing 
event with help from many of the PGWGC 
members. The event “Monarch Madness 
2016” included: 1) Eighty-seven women 
players from all over the Peninsula, draw-
ing ladies from areas as far noth as Palo 
Alto and Sacramento. 2) Bag Boys Help-
ers Michael Bilich and Dave Blaskovich 
dressed in their plus fours added to the 
atmosphere for the event. 3) Sixty-Eight 
donations for raffle prizes were collected 
from many local merchants. 4) Best Crazy 
hat or costume contest 5) Pacific Grove 
Golf Links, Gavin Butcher & Kurt Vogel 
arranged a Two Best Ball competition, 
a Four Hole Putting contest and three 
Speciality Holes; two closest to pin one 
Most Accurate. 

This very popular and sold out event 
happens each year at end of  October.  

•
Local Coastal ProgramUpdate 

Community Workshops 
Workshop #2 Fri., Nov. 20, 2015 , 

9:00 -11:30 AM Asilomar Conference 
Center 800 Asilomar Ave. Fred Farr Room 
Discussion Topics: Climate Change, 
Sea Level Rise, Adaptation Strategies 
For more information contact Anastazia 
Aziz, Senior Planner aaziz@cityofpacific-
grove.org or 831-648-3183 http://www.
cityofpacificgrove.org/living/communi-
ty-economic-development/plan- ning/
local-coastal-program 

TAMC Highway 68 Study seeks input 
The Pacific Grove Highway 68 Study 

is looking at ways to improve Forest 
Avenue and Sunset Drive The goal is to 
create a more “complete” corridor―one 
that works better for different forms of 
transportation and for people of all ages 
and abilities.

•
Doug Schmitz, City Administrator 

of Carmel-by-the-Sea, announced his 
resignation on Saturday, October 31, citing 
health issues and other personal matters. 
The resignation took effect immediately. 

Mike Calhoun, the city’s Director of 
Public Safety, was unanimously named 
interim City Administrator by the City 
Council during a special council meeting 
Monday afternoon. He will also keep his 
current position, which he was named to 
in August 2012. 

•
Bees and butterflies, Sherlock and a 

storm trooper, superheroes and a Sumo 
wrestler and many, many more. They all 

came out for the inaugural 3K Monster 
Dash held on Halloween at the track at 
Pacific Grove High School. The event 
was a benefit for the PTAs of each public 
school in Pacific Grove. 

PGMS Students Present Bat Research 
at Symposium 

Are there more bats in big or small 
forested areas? This is the question that a 
dedicated group of eighth graders at Pacific 
Grove Middle School have been studying 
for the past year. The students presented 
their findings at the North American Bat 
Research Symposium in Monterey on 
October 29. The middle school students 
were the only group to present that was not 
made up of adult bat experts. The students 
amazed many symposium attendees with 
their mature demeanor, eloquent presen- 
tation, and thoughtful analysis. 

•
Ventana Winery will host a benefit 

for the victims of the Cachagua Fire that 
ravaged some 1,000 acres in Carmel Valley 
and destroyed a dozen homes and eight 
buildings in September 2015. 

The “Giving Thanks Celebration” will 
take place at Monterey’s Wharf Market-
place in downtown Monterey on Saturday, 
November 14, from 5-7:00 p.m. The event 
features live entertainment by The Hilltop 
Bluegrass Band, and admission includes 
refreshments and gourmet hors d’oeuvres 
prepared by Wharf Marketplace chefs. A 
selection of wines from the award-win-
ning Ventana Winery will be served, and 
Wine Club members may participate in an 
exclusive wine club offering at the event. 

•
Eagle Scout find a Need and Fills It

They say good fences make good 
neighbors; sometimes they improve safety. 
After a child broke an arm on a hillock 
within the Pacific Grove High School 
Football Stadium area, officials suggested 
a section of split-rail fencing be built to 
make it not quite so easy to play and climb 
in that area. 

Cameron Cuellar, a member of Scout 
Troop 90 in Pacific Grove, was looking for 
a project to enable him to earn an Eagle 
Scout ranking. He volunteered to take on 
the fencing project and finished it in time 
for this football season. 

He said Hayward Lumber in PG was 
a partner in the project, donating some 
fence posts and all the concrete needed 
and giving a discount on the lumber. Do- 
nations from the Breakers Club and the  
high school Parent Teachers Association 
helped buy materials. Family members, 
friends and members of PG Boy Scout 
Troop 90 provided assistance with labor. 
The work took eight days.

 º
Pacific Grove Comes Out in Force 

Pacific Grove will be well represent-
ed, both with runners and volunteers, in 
this weekend’s Half Marathon on Monte-
rey Bay. In addition to the 184 residents 
participating in either Sunday’s Half 
Marathon on Monterey Bay or Saturday’s 
5K and 3K races, more than 300 residents 
are involved with key roles in staging the 
event. 

Pacific Grove non-profits will assist 
with jobs ranging from intersection guards 
to aid station volunteers to the race’s 
greening efforts and more. New groups 
such as the Friends of the Library, the Pa-
cific Grove Middle School Music Boosters 
and Mon- terey Peninsula Voices will be 
replacing former DLI volunteers on the PG 
section of the course to stand along Ocean 
View and Sunset Avenue. 

Another new hometown addition this 
year is the presence of elementary school 
children and their parents cheering on 
the runners in downtown Pacific Grove. 
Typically a quiet area on Sunday morning, 
students from Robert Down and Forest 
Grove schools will bring excitement to 
downtown by serving as enthusiastic fans 
and serenading the runners with the two 
school choruses. 

•
Pacific Grove based insurance man 

Mike Milliorn moonlights, in a manner 
of speaking, as a contracted driver for the 
US Forest Service during the most tenuous 
part of the year for the Service: the climax 
of fire season. He doesn’t actually drive 
for the Service at night nor does he do it 
all season, which in some parts of the state 
can last from May of one year to January 
of the next. Rather Milliorn provides his 
services as an independent, paid contracted 
driver during the summer months when 
wild- fires across the state tend to grow 
in size and frequency. Its good timing for 
Milliorn, who says the insurance business 
experiences a lull for him during the sum-
mer months and he has an opportunity to 
do something a little different. 

•
Last year Monterey Peninsula Quil-

ters Guild gave $1,700 in grants to seven 
youth programs with proceeds from our 
Winter Social Christmas Basket Event in 
December. 

•
Reggae to the Rescue of Houseless 

Women 
Following the hugely successful 

fundraiser at Montrio Bistro in Monterey 
on Thurs., Oct. 1, at which $20,000 was 
raised to benefit the Fund for Homeless 
Women, a local realtor was inspired to also 
sponsor an event. 

•
The Zombies are Coming! The Zom-

bies are Coming! First Friday, Nov. 6 the 
next Cash Mob will be held in Downtown 
Pacific Grave!Join us for cocktails and a 
“bite” to eat at 17th Street Grille before the 
Zombie Walk, where we will circle down-
town and “cash mob” one retail business! 
Please plan to spend at least $10-$20 at this 
business to give them an economic boost 
and support small local businesses. Great 
fun in small town Pacific Grave! You can 
come as you are, or as a Zombie (or both 
if that be the case). 

Opinion:
Short-term Rentals in Pacific Grove 

Equate to Spot-Zoning 
Editor: 

Short term rentals threaten the resi-
dential character of Pacific Grove because 
owners can effectively re-zone residen-
tial property to motel use. This form of 
spot-zoning is not as blatant as allowing a 
residential owner to operate a gas station, 
but it violates the same zoning principal: 
protection of the residential neighborhood. 

The municipal code prohibits resi-
dential property from being “used, let or 
hired out to be occupied by transients” 
(the code’s definition of “motel”). The 
short term rental ordinance provides an 
exception, and residents can now find 
themselves living next door toaproper-
tyoperatedasamotel. 

Joseph Bilevi, Jr., Pacific Grove

Nov. 13-20
Rep. Sam Farr announced at speech 

on Nov. 12 at the National Steinbeck 
Center in Salinas that he will not seek 
re-election in 2016 and instead will retire 
in January 2017 at the end of his current 
term in office, ending 12 terms in office. 
Farr is the ranking member on the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Agri-
culture. 

•
The Pacific Grove Middle School 

Cross Country team concluded its second 
sea- son at the MTAL Finals on Wed., Nov. 
4 at Carmel Middle School. The girls’ team 
placed 3rd out of the league’s five teams, 
its first top-three finish, improving over 
last year’s fourth place finish. Gabby Tor-
res finished first out of all 6th grade girls 
in the league, leading the Lady Breakers. 
The boys edged out Gavilan View Mid- 
dle School to secure their first league 
championship, having finished second 
last year out of the seven schools in the 
boys’ league, and completed an undefeated 
season in league competition. Robertson 
Rice, who tied the PGMS record for this 
course, and Will Stefanou were the league 
individual champion and runner up for 
the boys. Sawyer Rice, Tucker Evans, 
and Jack Hansen also secured individual 
honors in their respective grade divisions. 
Photo courtesy Chris Evans. 

•
Mayor Kampe addresses a stand-

ing-room-only group of people who came 
to the Pt. Pinos Lighthouse to honor our 
veterans on the day set aside for them, 
Nov. 11 following an invocation by Lt. 
Cdr. Rob Nelson, NSA and preceding 
a stirring remembrance by Lt. Cdr. Ben 
Stanley, US Coast Guard. Attendees were 
treated to patriotic songs sung by the Pa-
cific Grove Middle School Choir (despite 
a school holiday!). 

•
Public Lecture on Julia Platt This 
Friday at Pacific Grove Library 
Lecture: “Stubborn, passionate and 

dedicated: The way Julia Platt helped save 
Monterey Bay, and why it worked” with 
Steve Palumbi – Friday, Nov. 13, 5:30 to 
7 p.m. at the Pacific Grove Public Library, 
550 Central Avenue. Suggested $10 dona-
tion, free to Friends of the Library. 

Cop Log
Bark Bark Bark Report

On Pacific Grove Lane, an anony-
mous individual reported that a neighbor’s 
dog has been barking for two days. An 
officer had previously left a card at the 
residence, but the owner has not yet re-
sponded to the request for contact and the 
card was still on the door. 

Dogs on the Loose 
On 17th Street. The owner indicated 

that the dog was a puppy and just learned 
how to jump over the fence. The owner 
will be making arrangements to keep the 
dog from getting out again. 

On Beaumont Avenue. Two dogs were 
picked up and held in doggie jail until the 
owner came to retrieve them. 

On Fountain Avenue. A dog was 
picked up and held until the owner called 
to report them lost and then came to re-
trieve the dog. 
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Lost and Found 
A bike was found n Laurel Avenue. 

Scuba gear was found at Lovers Point 
Park. A wallet was found on Ocean View 
Blvd. and returned to the owner after  
making contact. A military ID was lost 
on David Avenue. A wallet was lost at 
Safeway A bike was found on Asilomar 
Avenue A wallet was lost on Hawthorne 
Street A phone was lost or possibly stolen 
on Lighthouse Avenue 

It Could Be Worse 
A citizen complained of a loud leaf 

blower being used by a neighbor on Pine 
Avenue. When the officer arrived, he found 
the leaf blower to be a small, electric 
blower and not to be unreasonably loud 
considering the time of day. 

•
Mrs. Doubtfire Bank Robber Arrested 

in Pacific Grove
On November 05, 2015 at approx-

imately 4:30 p.m., Detectives with the 
Peninsula Regional Violence and Narcot-
ics Team (PRVNT) received information 
that Brandon Calantoc, a wanted person, 
was staying at a residence in the 1100 
block of Seaview Avenue in Pacific Grove. 
PRVNT Detectives and the Pacific Grove 
Police Department responded to the area 
and found Calantoc at the residence in the 
1100 block of Seaview Avenue. He was 
arrested without incident. 

•
‘A Child’s Christmas in Wales’ to be 

told at Pacific Grove Art Center 
Come and celebrate the holidays with 

this rousing and spirited performance of 
songs, music, poetry, and tales of the sea-
son, featuring Amelia Krupski, virtuoso 
Celtic harpist; Shannon Warto, red-head-
ed, Irish-blooded, natural-born Celtic 
songbird; and Taelen Thomas, renowned 
bard and storyteller of Carmel Bay. 

•
35th Annual Christmas at the Inns 

Pacific Grove’s quaint bed-and-break-
fast inns will celebrate the 35th annual 
Christmas at the Inns. Celebration includes 
nine venues on the evenings of Tuesday, 
December 1 and Wednesday, December 
2, from 6-9 p.m. All inns will be decked 
out in holiday splendor this year, includ-
ing eight inns and Asilomar Conference 
Ground’s Phoebe Hearst Social Hall. 
The inns, many of them grand Victorian 
mansions from the 19th century that have 
been converted and preserved as much as 
possible to their original styling, will take 
on a special glow for the holidays with 
festive decorations and lights. 

Breakers are Ready for the Shoe 
Game: Are You? 

By Marge Ann Jameson with Debbie 
Doss Crandall 

Pacific Grove has taken the MTAL 
championship in football for the second 
year in a row. 

Friday night’s game [11-06-15] in 
Greenfield was a prime example of how 
they did it. Next week, it’s the legendary 
Shoe Game, the rivalry game between 
Pacific Grove Breakers and Carmel Padres 
which has now lasted 68 years. Pacific 
Grove leads the series 33-32-2, having 
brought the bronzed athletic shoe trophy 
back in 2013. The MTAL champions 
ended Carm- el’s 46 straight league win 
streak that day. 

Last night, Nov. 6, Carmel, playing 

at King City, also won their match after 
getting surprised the week before. That 
puts them at 5-1 in league, 6-3 overall. 

•
As we do with other races in this 

popular destination, a photo essay was 
published, entitled:

Memories of the 2015 Big Sur Half 
Marathon 

•
City Intern’s Column 

Anne Kornmann is the new and 
unpaid intern at City Hall. She is from 
Tübinºgen, a small German city near 
Stuttgart. She is working on a bachelor’s 
degree in city-state-federal administra-
tion at Ludwigsburg University. As such 
must complete an internship in a foreign 
country. 

Anne will shadow City Manager Tom 
Frutchey and, as she learns, we will learn 
as well. Anne will be writing a bi-weekly 
column on what Tom does for the City of 
Pacific Grove which we’ll be printing here. 

This week, Anne writes about the 
Short Term Vacation Rental Task Force. 

•
Xeriscaping Alternative to Dead 

Grass
Los Gatos businesswoman and Pacific 

Grove resident Paulina Murphy has made 
sure things day dry on her front yard de- 
spite the recent wet weather, much to the 
interest of locals and neighbors who can’t 
help but notice her xeriscaping peaking out 

amidst a sea of grassy lawns and flowering 
shrubs. 

Murphy said the change has received 
positive support from her neighbors. 

Nov. 21-26
City Manager Tom Frutchey says he’s 

moving on – to Paso Robles
Pacific Grove City Manager Tom 

Frutchey has alerted the City that he will 
be accepting a similar role in the City of 
Paso Robles, contingent on final contract 
approval by the Paso Robles City Council 
which took place at their meeting on No- 
vember 17. 

Paso Robles City Manager Jim App 
announced earlier this year he would be 
retiring from the position of that city’s 
leader on Dec. 30. Paso Robles City 
Council began searching for a replacement 
and from a pool of 48 applicants decided 
unanimously, at their Nov. 17 meeting, to 
hire Frutchey.

Frutchey’s salary in Paso Robles will 
be approximately $201,000 which is much 
more than he is making in Pacific Grove. 
He will likely depart Pacific Grove in 
January, 2016. 

•
City settles neighbors’ suit over golf 

course eucalyptus
The city of Pacific Grove, in mutual 

agreement with three Pacific Grove resi-
dents living near the Pacific Grove Golf 
Links, will remove six large eucalyptus 
trees that have been deemed structurally 
unsound by the city arborist. 

The trees, which stand on the golf 
course and are therefore on city property, 
sit adjacent to their homes near hole 5 
on the golf course. Per the terms of the 
agreement, reached by settlement out of 
court, the residents, Nancy Dolton, Marion 
Trenton-Morelli and Robert Morelli will 
foot half the bill for the expenses incurred 
by tree removal while the city will cover 
the other half of the costs. 

The residents via their attorneys ar-
gued that the trees showed signs of struc-
tural decay such that there was risk that the 
trees could fall down and damage property. 

Pacific Grove city attorney Dave 
Laredo said of the agreement, which was 
reached October 15, with residents was 
amicable. “We reached an amicable mu-
tual settlement... arborists examined the 
trees and the trees we agreed to remove 
all showed signs of decay,” Laredo said. 

The city is required to remove the 
trees within 60 days of the judgement and 
erect netting on the golf course where the 
trees were removed, the cost of which is 
on the city. The agreement also states the 
city will replace the tree with a new set of 
trees of a “suitable species,” likely cypress 
trees, and regularly monitor and maintain 
the replacement trees. 

•
A million dollars will go a long way for 

Pacific Grove Adult Education
“Our legislators did hear us,” said 

Barbara Martinez, principal of The Pacific 
Grove Adult School, during an interview 
in her office. “They acted on it and they 
came up with the adult block grant.” The 
grant, she notes, adds up to $500 million 
statewide, with about $350 million going 
directly to districts and $150 million com-
ing through consortiums. 

She said there are 70 consortiums 
in the state, formed to maximize use of 
the funds from Assembly Bill 104, the 
Adult Education Block Grant, passed 
in Sacramento and amended in 2013. 
Pacific Grove Adult School joined the 
Monterey and Carmel adult schools and 
Monterey Peninsula College to form the 
Adult Education Regional Consortium of 
the Monterey Peninsula. The consortium 
met recently to align its services without 
duplication. 

•
Ramp Improvements UnderWay 

A project to construct curb ramps, 
sidewalks and modify traffic signals and 
lighting has begun on Highways 1, 9, 68 
and State Route 218 in Monterey and Santa 
Cruz Counties. 

Motorists will encounter intermittent 
shoulder closures at these locations Mon- 
day through Friday from 7 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
Motorists traveling on Highway 1 at Rio 
Road in Carmel will encounter overnight 
lane closures Monday through Friday from 

8 p.m. until 6 a.m. Delays are expected to 
be minimal during this project. 

•
Larry Esquivel, born and raised in 

Pacific Grove, was recently recognized for 
his 40 years of service as a Reserve Officer 
in the Pacific Grove Police Depart- ment! 
He served in Viet Nam and was a volunteer 

firefighter for 27 years. You can see him 
helping out at most local events where 
police help is requested, from marathons to 
parades and more. He’s pictured (L) with 
Cdr. Rory Lakind after the City recognized 
his efforts. 

•
Loan and Grant Give Water Project 

a Boost
Pacific Grove’s Local Water Project 

received a boost last week when the State 
Water Resources Control Board approved 
a low-interest loan of $5.4 million and a 
grant in the amount of $2.3 million. The 
project, originally dubbed “Pacific Grove 
Small Water Projects” and consisting of 
three parts, refers to work which would 
reroute Pacific Grove sewer water through 
thousands of linear feet of pipe to the re-
constructed sewage treatment plant at Pt. 
Pinos and deliver it for non-potable water 
uses such as watering the Pacific Grove 
Golf Links and El Carmelo Cemetery next 
door to the Golf Links. 

The Golf Links and the cemetery 
currently use potable water. Using non-po-
table water will “free up” an estimated 125 
acre-feet per year of potable water. Pacific 
Grove City Man- ager Tom Frutchey in-
dicated that Pacific Grove’s project could 
go a long way toward convincing the State 
Water Resourc- es Control Board to extend 
the deadline on the cease-and-desist order 
under which the city’s water purveyor, 
California American Water, is laboring. 
The water company  is ordered to cease 

taking water from the Carmel River for 
the potable water needs of the Monterey 
Peninsula, effective Dec. 31, 2016. There 
is currently an appeal for extend it for 
another four years, in hopes other new 
water measures including a desalination 
plant can come on line in time. 

•
The King City Police Department is 



January 15, 2016 • CEDAR STREET Times •  Page 11

2015 Year in Review17
asking the community help fight crime 
by registering their video surveillance 
systems. 

Interim Police Chief Tony Sollecito 
said from those who choose to register, the 
department will create a database to help 
identify suspects. “It just occurred to us 
that, wow that could be a great source to 
tap into. If we have a crime and we know 
where the cameras are then we can ask if 
we can see the footage for a certain period 
of time when that crime occurred.” Solleci-
to said KCPD would contact the camera 
owner and ask to see footage only if a 
crime happens near their home or business. 

•
On behalf of the Seaside City Council, 

Mayor Ralph Rubio announced Friday that 

an employment agreement for Seaside’s 
next City Manager will be placed on the 
December 3, City Council agenda. 

•
Ride, Captain Ride, on your Mystery 

Ship
We received phone calls and emails 

about a “strange ship” which appeared off 
Lovers Point and made its way to Hopkins 
Marine and points north. Thanks to John 
Pearse, who apparently could read the 
name on the bow, it is identified as the Re-
search Vessel Sikuliaq (see-KOO-lee-auk) 
from Seward, Alaska. According to the 
Seward Marine Center, she’s on her way to 
Alameda where she will be dry-docked for 
a couple of months of shipyard work and 
as of press time had already arrived there. 

Owned by the National Science Foun-
dation, she is operated by the School of 
Fisheries and Ocean Sciences at the Uni-
versity of Alaska, Fairbanks. She has seen 
ice trials and sea trials and some science 
operations since being launched on her 
first science mission in early 2014. She is 
designed to allow researchers and students 
(and she can hold 26, including those with 
disabilities) to collect sediment samples 
from the sea floor. She has remotely oper-
ated vehicles (ROVs) and has winches that 
raise and lower scientific equipment. She 
has a low underwater radiated signature 
for marine mammal and fisheries work. 

Best of all, her captain is Michael 
Hoshlyk...from Pacific Grove 

•
Two Poetry Events in December 
Poetry in the Grove will examine the 

poetry of Kay Ryan on December 5, from 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m., at the little house in Jew-
ell Park. Join the informal circle discussion 
where poems will be read and ideas shared. 
Come to learn about a poet who may be 
new to you, or share your knowledge of 
this poet with the group. All are welcome. 
See attached poster for more information. 

Also in December, Patrice Vecchione 
will give a presentation about inspiration 
and her latest book, “Step into Nature: 
Nurturing Imagination & Spirit in Ev-
eryday Life” at a private home in Pacific 
Grove on the evening of December 2. The 
$20 admission includes a signed copy of 
the book. Space is limited for this event. 
Call Elaine at 831- 920-1300 for reserva-
tions and directions. 

•
Free Concert by PG Pops Orchestra 

On Saturday, December 5 at 2:00 
p.m., at the Per- forming Arts Center of 
Pacific Grove, 835 Forest Avenue, Pacific 
Grove. 

•
The City of Pacific Grove will once 

again welcome the approaching holiday 
season with an old-fashioned hometown 
tradition. The Pacific Grove Annual Hol- 
iday Tree Lighting program will begin at 
5:00 pm with music along the steps of the 
Pacific Grove Museum, followed by the 
Tree Lighting at 6:00 pm in Jewell Park 
(located at Forest and Central Avenues), 
and concluding with a visit from Santa. 

•
Join us to kick off the 2015 Jingle Bell 

Run/Walk for Arthritis! It’s time to kick off 
the Jingle Bell Run season! Gather your 
team members, friends and family (regis-
tered or not!) and join us at the Jingle Bell 
Run/Walk Team Kickoff. 

There will be great food and great fun. 
Il Fornaio at Pine Inn Hotel, Carmel Ocean 
Ave between Lincoln & Monte Verde Call 
or write Alexandra Fallon at afallon@
arthritis.org or 831-620-1699 

•
New Ricketts Book Launch

Sustainable Pacific Grove and the 
P.G.Museum of Natural History will co-
host the book launch of “Ed Ricketts from 
Cannery Row to Sitka, Alaska.” The book 
includes an essay by Ricketts, never before 
published, and another by his daughter, 
Nancy Ricketts.  Other chapters explore 
topics from history to coastal marine 
ecology. 

The editor and several contributing 
authors will speak and stay to chat with 

us as we enjoy refreshments. 
•

12-4 to 12-10
Completed petitions were turned in 

to City Hall for verification so that the 
measure could be placed on the city ballot 
this fall. 

The measure would aim to amend the 
Pacific Grove Municipal Code to allow 
for a hotel to be built on the American Tin 
Cannery site and extend existing commer-
cial-visitor zoning regulations to include 
the Tin Cannery, which is currently only 
zoned for com- mercial use. In August of 
this month, Domaine Hotels, a luxury hotel 
and resort developer, announced it had ne-
gotiated a 99 year lease of the property on 
which it will develop a 160 room upscale 
hotel in an effort it calls Project Bella. The 
petition to change the law received over 
1300 signatures and the measure, which 
does not currently have a name, will be 
written and put on the ballot by March or 
April of next year. 

Crocker is president of the Friends of 
Project Bella, a volunteer group of about 
24 core members that came together to 
oversee the collection of signatures to get 
the zoning measure change on the ballot. 

•
Monarchs pull a fast one on scientists

You can’t be from Pacific Grove and 
not know about monarch butterflies, which 
gather by the thousands and roost in trees 
here throughout their overwintering season 
as they have done, likely before recorded 
history. In another time, they congregated 
in pine trees in George Washington Park. 
Over the past few decades, they have been 
roosting the eucalyptus in what we have 
named the Monarch Sanctuary 

They arrive in October, and they 
leave  in February or so. Usually the only 
variance in their activities is the numbers, 
which have been dropping over a few 
years. No one knows the definitive reason, 
but it may be pesticides in use in their 
territories or lack of habitat in the summer 
months. It may be lack of milkweed, on 
which they lay their eggs. It might be the 
drought in California. 

Monarch scientists, reeling from the 
severe drop in monarch numbers over the 
past few years, got a big surprise this week. 
Monarchs are clustering in areas where 
they have not ever been recorded before. 

•
Crumb Rubber: Boon or Bane?
Here’s a disconcerting thought for 

parents: crumb rubber, the sort of grainy 
black chunks of tire you’ll find on the foot-
ball field at Pacific Grove High School’s 
Howard Cowen Breaker stadium, has been 
linked to cases of lymphoma and cancer 
according to a number of concerned par-
ents who lost their children to lymphoma. 
Some of these parents place the blame on 
the synthetic turf rubber present in the 
athletic fields their children played on. 

These parents allege that their chil-
dren’s playing soccer and other sports on 
arti- ficial turf exposed them to carcin-
ogens present in the crumbled tires that 
make up the cushioned part of artificial turf 
fields. Synthetic turf is a popular material 
for playing fields at high schools around 
the country for its ease of maintenance and 
affordability, particularly in terms of water 
use compared to a traditional grass turf 
field. Pacific Grove High School, which 
installed the artificial turf in 2009 for its 
football stadium, is the only school in the 
city with an artificial turf field. 

•
For the second time in three years, 
Pacific Grove will play for a CCS 

Championship 
“Everybody did such a great job. I’m 

so proud of everybody on this team and 
all 35 guys who contribute every day in 
practice,” Pacific Grove head coach Chris 
Morgan said in victory. 

Running back, quarterback, defensive 
back – call him what you will, but Noah 
Cryns led the Breakers with 3 touchdowns 
and 101 yards on the ground Friday night 
in their CCS Semi-Finals victory over 
Scotts Valley, 37-35. [11-27-15]. 

•
Candy Cane Lane : A History
Christmas is coming to Candy Cane 

Lane starting this week and residents are 
gearing up for the holidays with the usual 
array of festive decorations that make the 
area a good spot for an evening walk in 
the winter time. 

The usually quiet neighborhood 
between Pacific Grove Middle School 
and David Avenue comes alive in the 
last month of every year with at least 80 
percent of the residents this year adorning 
their houses and front yards with all sorts 
of festive decorations including cut-outs, 

lights and installations. Large scale instal-
lations  and displays also adorn Platt Park 
and in years past have offered parents and 
kids a chance to take photos and make 
memories among the decorations. 

This year, residents of the neighbor-
hood on the hill began erecting decorations 
on December 5 and installations will re-
main through the first Saturday in January. 
The tradition has been ongo- ing in the 
neighborhood for longer than 60 years, 
when a group of neighbors first banded 
together to put it on. 

•
Mountain Lion Gets Help Moving

Pacific Grove Police, including the 
Animal Control Officer, were dispatched 
about 10 a.m. on Mon. Dec. 7 on report of 
a bobcat in the area of Eardley and Line St. 
It turned out to be a large female mountain 
lion on a tree limb in a residential area. 

Fish & Wildlife wardens came out and 
tranquilized the animal with a dart. She 
eventually came down, and, unharmed, 
was transported for relocation. 

It was a female, perhaps 18 months 
old. They took her to a rural area, Na-
tional Forest Service land, where she was 
released. 

•
The Pacific Grove Police Department 

welcomes our two newest officers to the 
police department. Photographed at the 

graduation for South Bay Regional Police 
Academy Class SB131, on Thursday, De-
cember 3, 2015 are (L-R) Officer Ramon 
Munoz, who won the class leadership 
award and Officer Luis Buenrostro Jr.They 
have completed the basic academy and 
immediately started in the field training 
program. 

•
On Sunday, December 13, from 
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3-4:30 p.m. at the Pacific Grove Museum 
of Natural History, 165 Forest Avenue, 
Coastal biologist Dave Shonman will tell 
us how the wind, the waves, the ocean 
currents and rivers interact with plants and 
animals (including people) to create, main-
tain and sometimes damage our region’s 
beaches and dunes, simple but intriguing 
coastal systems. hey are enjoyed by resi-
dents and visitors as places of beauty and 
recreation; they also provide habitats for 
a variety of species that are able to thrive 
in challenging environmental conditions. 

Cost: $5 and free for Museum mem-
bers 

•
Cop log

Driving on the bike path 
A driver driving a vehicle on the bike 

path was captured and cited for driving on 
a suspended license. Not only that, but the 
vehicle had plate tabs on it that belonged 
to another vehicle. 

Pig poop piling up 
On Syida, a person has been reported 

for keeping a pig in their back yard. The 
neighbors complain about the smell of the 
pig poop and the flies it attracts, and say 
they can’t entertain because of it. It was 
observed and photographed by PGPD 
ACO. A note was left for the owner. Dis-
position pending. 

•
Holiday Light Parade Shines

The annual HolidayParade of Lights 
came off without a hitch.

•
Golf Rates Going Up

The Golf Links Advisory Commis-
sion at their December 9 meeting heard 
a report on recommendations for modest 
increases in certain rates at the Golf Links 
to come next year. 

The rate increase suggestion comes 
from course managers CourseCo, who 
took over the golf links earlier this year. 
Weekend rack rates for nine hole games 
and evenings will increase by $2 to $27, 
rental clubs will increase $5 while pull cart 
fees will increase a dollar each. Member- 
ships will also increase, with $5 increases 
for Monarch Card holders regardless of 
residency and Links cardmembers will 
see $50 increases regardless of residency. 

•
Interim Police Chief named

On Wednesday, Dec. 16, the City 
Council is approved the finalization of an 
agreement with Steven Belcher, former 
police chief of the City of Santa Cruz, 
as Interim Police Chief of Pacific Grove. 

The position became available when 
Police Chief Vickie Myers notified Pacific 
Grove and Seaside, which had been shar-
ing the position of police chief, that she 

would not longer be able to fill the post for 
both cities and would remain with Seaside. 
The agreement between the two cities end-

ed Dec. 5, 2015. Myers was honored at the 
Dec. 16 City Council meeting. 

Commander Rory Lakind is serving 
as Acting Chief. But as there is no one else 
in a management position with the police 
department, “that cannot be sustained” 
according to city manager Tom Frutchey. 
Thus the need for an interim chief. 

•
Richard “Dick” Trotter Dies at 91

Richard “Dick” Trotter passed away 
peacefully at home on December 9, 2015. 
To Dick, life was an adventure. He had fun 
exploring and never ceased his explo- ra-
tions. His humor and zest for living were 
his legacy to all around him. 

•
Some Pacific Grove residents living 

around the golf course are not very happy 
with the recent removal of six eucalyptus 
trees from the fifth hole overlooking their 
properties on Jewell Avenue, saying the 
removal and its consequences poses a 
threat to their property values. 

Out-going Scoutmaster Honored
The following is adapted from Mayor 

Bill Kampe’s speech at the retirement 
ceremony for outgoing coutmaster Dave 
Randall. 

Dave Randall retired from his role as 
Scoutmaster at a ceremony at Chautauqua 
Hall, where Troop 90 has met for many 
years. 

Dave served as Scoutmaster from 
2006-2015, which is a tremendously long 
time to support weekly meetings and ac-
tivities. Prior to that he sup- ported BSA 
Pack 126 locally from 2001-2006. Both 
of his sons went through Troop 90 and 
achieved Eagle Scout rank. 

•
Steve Covell, president of the Pacific 

Grove Rotary Club Legacy Fund hands a 
check to Gil Ruiz, head baseball coach at 
PG High School. The Legacy Fund is an 
arm of the Rotary club that contributes 
funds to various projects in Pacific Grove. 
The Legacy Fund contributed $2,700 to 
the PGHS Baseball fund to resurface the 
baseball diamond at the high school. Other 
proj- ects the PG Rotary Legacy Fund has 
recently funded include buying tricycles 
for Forest Grove Elementary School and 
new sound equipment for the Performing 
Arts Center at PG Middle School. 

•
The Bellwether Thanksgiving Count: 
More Monarchs but Still Less Than 

Historical Numbers 
Early data from Western Monarch 

Thanksgiving Count suggests a small in- 
crease in butterfly numbers in some parts 
of the overwintering range. 

But populations of monarch butter- 
flies are still far below historic numbers. 

First reports from monarch overwin- 

tering sites in California surveyed during 
the Xerces Society’s Western Monarch 
Thanksgiving Count suggest that 2015 
may have been a better year for the belea- 
guered monarch butterfly in the western 
United States. The overall population size 
is still far lower than it was in the 1990s, 
when more than one million butterflies 
were counted. 

•
(Above) Superintendent Porras ad-

ministered the oath of office to new board 
member Brian Swanson and returning 
member Debbie Crandell. 

John Thibeau was elected to serve as 
President of the School Board through De-
cember, 2016 and John Paff will serve as 
Vice President for that same term. Photos 
by Michael Sizemore 

The Pacific Grove School Board 
honored Tony Sollecito, right, outgoing 
president, for eight years of service, at its 
Thurs., Dec. 10 meeting. School Superin-
tendent Ralph Porras presented an award 
to Tony Sollecito. 

•
Pending Contract, 

Interim City Manager Chosen
Pending final approval of a contract 

with the City, Ben Harvey has been select-
ed as Interim City Manager for the City of 
Pacific Grove. At closed session meeting 
Sat., Dec. 19 the City Council interviewed 
the remain- ing two of the dozens of ap-
plicants, and when they reconvened in 
open session, confirmed Ben Harvey as 
their choice. 

Harvey comes to Pacific Grove from 
a position as city manager of Avalon, 
Califor- nia, where he had served since 
September, 2013, having brought that city 
from a $2 million deficit to a balanced 
budget. He worked to reorganize that 
city’s recreation, public works, fire and 

finance departments leading, according to 
his resume, to more effective and efficient 
teams. He led Avalon’s event-hosting ef-
forts for Catalina with Ann- heuser-Busch 
and worked to successfully purchase a 
desalination unit and avoid a 50 percent 
water rationing threat but at the same time 
allow for increased visitor counts. 

•
A message from Sgt. Fenton of the 

Pacific Grove Police Department: “Thank 
you Pacific Grove for donating the most 
toys in the Monterey County Crime Pre-
ven- tion Officers Association’s annual toy 
drive. All of the toys are given to private 
and public social service agencies. Officers 
from Pacific Grove, Seaside, Presidio of 
Monterey, CHP and the Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Office, Carmel PD participated 
in the dropping off the toys at the Kris 
Kringle tree lot in Carmel. 

•
City Manager Tom Frutchey swears in 

Rachel Beuttler, who was promoted from 
Corporal to Sergeant. Sgt. Beuttler has 
been with Pacific Grove Police Depart-
ment for a number of years. 

•
Upon the retirement of Reverend 

Richard Leslie, of St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church in Pacific Grove, California the 
Church began searching for an interim 
priest. A recommendation was made to 

the Vestry on December 14, 2016 and they 
accepted the recommendation appointing 
Reverend Vincent Raj as the interim Rec-
tor. The interim Rector will serve until the 
Vestry selects a full time Rector. The full 
time Rector search is estimated to take 
several months. 

•
City of Pacific Grove Annual Notice 
of Vacancies BOARDS, COMMIS-

SIONS, AND COMMITTEES 
The City of Pacific Grove is seeking 

applications for the following Boards, 
Commissions and Committees for va-
cancies that currently exist and/or terms 
that expire January/February 2016. For a 
complete description of the purposes and 
meeting schedule of each of the available 
Boards, Commissions, and Committees, 
please visit the City’s website at http://
www.cityofpacificgrove.org/boards 

•
Triathlon moves to June

After 21 years with a September date, 
Tri-California Events has moved the Tri-
athlon at Pacific Grove from September 
to June. 

“With so many races in the fall and so 
few in the spring and summer we believe 
that this event will fit in everyone’s sched-
ule. There is an Olympic Distance race on 
Saturday. On Sunday there is a 5K&10K 
Run and a Sprint Distance Triathlon. 
Many triathletes are completing what is 
called PG Squared (PG2) and doing the 
triathlons on both days. The Monterey 
Bay where the event is held is one of the 
greatest destinations in the world so, do 
an event and enjoy the local beauty,” said 
a spokesperson. 

•
Michael Lakind, 12, is a 7th grade stu-

dent at Carmel Middle School. On Tues., 
Dec. 29 he did something few, even those 
four and five times his age, do. He got a 
hole-in-one at Pacific Grove Golf Links. 
Cheered on by a flock of coots near Crespi 
Pond, he later received a plaque and was 
entered into a registry of similar feats. 
Photo by proud dad, Cdr. Rory Lakind.

The Selfie Robber 
Armed Robbery at Lovers Point
On Dec. 30 at approximately 1:12 

a.m., Pacific Grove Police Officers re-
sponded to an armed robbery at Lovers 
Point Park. Three Hispanic males ap-
proached four victims sitting inside a 
vehicle. The suspects ordered the victims 
out of their vehicle at gun point and moved 
them a short distance away. The suspects 
robbed the victims of their property and 
stole their vehicle.

On Dec. 30 at approximately 11:45 
a.m., Detectives with the Peninsula 
Regional Violence and Narcotics Team 
(PRVNT) conducted a probation search 
in the 10000 block of Axtell Street in 
Castroville. Detectives arrested Victor 
Almanza-Martinez, 18, of Castroville, 
without incident. He was charged with 
armed robbery, kidnapping, possession 
of stolen property, conspiracy, violation 
of probation, and gang enhancements. 
Almanza-Martinez was transported to the 
Monterey County Jail. His bail was set at 
$170,000.

The victim’s vehicle, a black 2013 
Chrysler 200 with no license plates, is still 
missing. The other two suspects were only 
described as Hispanic male adults in their 
early 20’s. They are both outstanding and 
the investigation is ongoing. If you have 
any information regarding the robbery, 
please contact PRVNT detectives at (831) 
646 – 69266. Thus,residentshavenowlost-
theirzoningprotection. 

•
Rep. Sam Farr announced at speech 

on Nov. 12 at the National Steinbeck 
Center in Salinas that he will not seek 
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2015 Stories of the Year
By Marge Ann Jameson, Publisher

As we go through the back issues to 
prepare our annual Year in Review, certain 
stories stand out for us. They may not stand 
out for all of our readers, but they are sem-
inal to the community – perceived or not. 
We chose a few stories that we felt were 
at the top of the list, primarily because of 
the response we received on them!

Bear
6/19/15 issue

The”No Harm, No Foul Bear” who 
visited Pacific Grove in the early morning 
hours of June 14, 2015, brought hundreds 
of “shares” on social media and more than 
20,000 visits to our website and social me-
dia pages. We appreciated that our Pacific 
Grove police officers did what any wise 
police officer would do: chase the bear into 
the neighboring jurisdiction (Monterey)

A bear this close to civilization (yes, 
I mean Pacific Grove) bespeaks drought 
conditions.

.
By Emily Branan, Intern

A “non-threatening” bear roamed 
into Pacific Grove, was tranquilized by 
Wildlife and Fisheries and was taken to 
Los Padres National Forest where it was 
released into the wild. 

The bear was noticed on Sunday, 
June 14 at about 5:30 a.m. near Cypress 
and Lighthouse Avenues in Pacific Grove. 
According to Commander Rory Lakind 
of the police department, Pacific Grove 
police trailed the bear into Monterey’s 
jurisdiction at David Avenue, where Mon-
terey Police joined in tracking the bear. 
Eventually, near Prescott and Devisidero 
in Monterey, California Fish and Wildlife 
joined the officers and tranquilized the 
bear. Officers continued to track it until 
it fell asleep and Fish and Wildlife took 
it away. 

The bear was transported to the Los 
Padres National Forest where it was 
released and ambled off under its own 
power. 

Mountain Lion
Dec. 11, 2015 issue

The bear didn't come back. But there's 
another critter – or critters – that has shown 
up more than once in the immediate area. 
There was a mountain lion in Monterey, 
and in Pacific Grove there has been evi-
dence of the native catamounts on more 
than one occasion. Their appearances don't 
always get reported to police.

Mountain Lions love venison. Pacific 
Grove residents love deer, too.

Recently a mountain lion, initially 
reported as a bobcat, turned up in a tree in 
the neighborhood around Eardley Avenue 
and Line Street.

Officers were dispatched and met up 
with Fish and Wildlife authorities. The 
cat was tranquilized and transported to 
forest Service land near Carmel Valley. 
One again, Cedar Street Times received 
more than 48,000 visits and hundreds of 
shares. We thank the cat for introducing 
us to thousands of new readers.

By Marge Ann Jameson

Pacific Grove Police, including the 
Animal Control Officer, were dispatched 
about 10 a.m. on Mon. Dec. 7 on report of 
a bobcat in the area of Eardley and Line 
St. They cordoned off the area.

It turned out to be a female mountain 
lion on a tree limb in the yard of an empty 
home in a residential area.

Fish & Wildlife wardens came out 

and tranquilized the animal with two darts.
Monterey Fire Department personnel 

were called for ladder assistance in reach-
ing the animal, but she came down of her 
own accord and bolted for the back yard of 
the empty residence. She eventually suc-
cumbed to the tranquilizer and fell asleep.

It was a female, perhaps 18 months 
old. She was examined briefly for health 
issues, and seeing none, she was ear-
tagged only. “The lion was not acting out 
of line,” said Kyle Orr, PIO for Fish and 
Wildlife in Sacramento. “There was no 
need to test her for disease.” Given her 
estimated age, which is pretty young in 
lion terms, there was also no suspicion 
or evidence that she was nursing kittens.

She appeared to weigh about 40-50 
pounds.

Fire Department personnel retrieved 
the two darts that had fallen onto the roof.

The mountain lion was then secured 
in a cage for safe transport to U.S. Forest 
Service land south of Carmel Valley by 
Department of Fish & Wildlife personnel.

Orr also added that there is no way to 
know whether she was alone or has par-
ents, brothers or sisters in the area. Male 
lions, he says, have a range of about 200 
miles. Will she return to Pacific Grove? 
“Not likely,” he said.

There are an estimated 4,000-6,000 
mountain lions in California. They are 
elusive and secretive, he says, and quot-
ed a fellow officer who pointed out that 
“Mountain lions see people more often 
than people see mountain lions.”

Mountain lions do not commonly prey 
on human beings. Their preferred prey 
are deer. “Where there are deer, there are 
mountain lions,” said Orr.

Orr recommended that local resi-
dents go to https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/
keep-me-wild and read up on protocol 
and safety measures for humans living in 
lion country.

Monterey Fire Department shared 
pictures by Carrie Wilson for this story.

California Fish & Wildlife personnel 
prepared to transport Ms. Mountain Lion

The Local Water Project 
Flows Forward

Currently, the City of Pacific Grove's 
demands for irrigation for the Municipal 
Golf Links and the El Carmel Cemetery 
have been met using potable water from 
California American Water Company 
(Cal-Am) The City has been seeking its 
own sources to relieve cost of and depen-
dence on Cal-Am water. There has been 
significant progress in planning and engi-
neering a recycled water project, known 
as the City of Pacific Grove Local Water 
Project. Phase I of the Local Water Project 
will replace approximately 125 acre-feet / 
year (0.25 million gallons per day) of irri-
gation demands with non-potable supplies, 
according to a recent staff report.

Pacific Grove's Local Water Project 
received a boost last week when the State 
Water Resources  Control Board approved 
a low-interest loan of $5.4 million and a 
grant in the amount of $2.3 million. The 
project, originally dubbed “Pacific Grove 
Small Water Projects” and consisting of 
three parts, refers to work which would 
reroute Pacific Grove sewer water through 
thousands of linear feet of pipe to the re-
constructed sewage treatment plant at Pt. 
Pinos and deliver it for non-potable water 
uses such as watering the Pacific Grove 
Golf Links and El Carmelo Cemetery next 
door to the Golf Links.

Cal-Am is under court order to find 
a new water supply to reduce its with-
drawals from the Carmel River Aquifer 
and Seaside Groundwater Basin. In 2009, 
the State Water Resources Control Board 
(SWRCB) adopted Board Order WR 2009-

0060, also known as the Cease and Desist 
Order (CDO). The CDO sets a timeframe 
for Cal-Am to reduce pumping from the 
Carmel River to its recognized legal limits 
by the end of 2016. Recent reports indicate 
that Cal-Am will not be able to meet this 
deadline, which makes Pacific Grove's 
Local Water Project even more important 
to the citizens of Pacific Grove.

The City of Pacific Grove obtained 
a grant from the State Water Resources 
Control Board to fund preparation of a 
Facilities Plan Report for the Pacific Grove 
Local Water Project. The Facilities Plan 
Report has been reviewed and accepted 
by the SWRCB. 

The Draft EIR is currently undergoing 
public review for the Local Water Project, 
per SWRCB requirements. The Draft EIR 
has been prepared and is available at the 
Library, the Community Development 
Department, and on the City’s website as 
follows: 

http://www.ci.pg.ca.us/index.as-
px?page=28&recordid=182&retur-
nURL=%2Findex.aspx  The Draft EIR has 
been available for review since September 
16, 2014 with a public comment period 
until November 5, 2014. 

The staff report states that the Facili-
ties Plan Report and the CEQA Plus doc-
ument are required to receive low-interest 
loans from the SRF program for project 
construction.

Typically, SRF loans are made at an 
interest rate equal to one-half of the rate 
of bonds sold by the State of California, 
approximately 2.25 percent. The SWRCB 
approved an interest rate of 1 percent for 
a maximum of 30-year term for waste-
water recycling projects, which is one of 
several actions called for by Governor 
Brown in the Drought State of Emergency. 
Additionally, the SWRCB may provide a 
construction grant for up to 25 percent of 
the cost of the project, according to the 
staff report.

In a 2012 interview, written when the 
City Council agreed to hire James Brezak 
and Associates to consult on the project, 
Frutchey indicated that the project would 
reduce Pacific Grove's dependence on 
Cal-Am for potable water. No promises 
were made then, nor have they been made 
since he said, to issue water credits for any 
other use.

The current condominium project at 
the Holman Building likely has enough 
water credits. Project Bella, which would 
mean a LEED Platinum hotel at the site 
of American Tin Cannery, needs some 
24-25 acre-feet per year and currently has 
about 9-20 credits, according to the Water 
Management District. There are a number 
of options they can look at, according to 
Frutchey, and City involvement may be 
needed for some of those options.

Frutchey expects the Local Water 
Project to be fully operational by early 
spring, 2017.

Casey Lucius
It isn't every day that a freshman City 

Council member decides to run for Con-
gress. Casey Lucius us off and running.

Casey Lucius Announces Her Bid 
For Congress

Casey Lucius believes that it's time 
for a change in the way the country is run. 

“It’s time to step up with new ideas 
and a new generation of solutions,” said 
the Pacific Grove city councilwoman. 
“The traditional clash of ideologies has 
resulted in stalemate and non-representa-
tive government.” 

“The nation and the Central Coast 
should be represented by a person who 
can energetically lead and moderate, not 
follow partisan dictates,” she said. 

Top: Mountain Lion in a tree on eardly. Photo by Fish & Wildlife photographer. Bottom, 
a bear is silhouetted on against a dawn sky at Pacific Grove Middle School.
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Seal Pups

Seaonally. we always have a number 
of seal pup stories, especially since Pacific 
Grove won permission from the Coastal 
Commission to allow protective fencing 
and signage near the rookery at Hopkins 
Marine Station. This was over the objec-
tion of a noisy few who insisted people had 
the right to visit the rookery and scare the 
pups and moms if they so chose.

By Thom Akeman

The newest harbor seals along the 
Pacific Grove shoreline – this year’s pups 
– are spreading out more as they become 
stronger swimmers capable of exploring 
their rocky habitat and finding places to 
climb out of the water to warm up.

There was a record number of healthy 
pups this year – 90 – and the highest con-
centrations of them can still be seen from 
the recreation trail alongside the beach at 
Hopkins Marine Station. As many as 60 at 
a time have been seen there on recent days, 
some still nursing, most already weaned 
and on their own.

A couple of others have been spot-
ted in the calm water of Monterey’s 
Breakwater Cove by Fisherman’s Wharf, 
roughly the eastern boundary of the local 
colony’s range. There are likely some 
around Cypress Point in Pebble Beach, 
near the western boundary of the range, 
but that area is still hidden from view 
by a covered chain link fence the Pebble 
Beach Co. puts up each spring to protect 
the harbor seal pups born there. Others 
have been seen on scattered beaches and 
rocks within the range.

It was a very good year for pup sur-
vival, largely because of the temporary 
fencing Pacific Grove installed around 
a small cove at the bottom of 5th Street, 
which is a spillover area for the major 
pupping beach protected by permanent 
fencing at Hopkins. The city didn’t secure 
the spillover area last year and vandals 
destroyed some of the few signs placed 
there, so hundreds of people – most simply 
unaware they shouldn’t – walked down 
along the shoreline and disrupted the seal 
birthing and nursing in the area. As a re-
sult, many frightened moms left their pups 
behind to starve on the beach or drown in 
the ocean while searching for mom.

Docents who paid close attention saw 
a record number of dead seal pups last 
year. Photos of 42 were presented to the 
city during hearings on a new ordinance 
that established the temporary fencing and 
more extensive signage used this year. 
Consequently, human intrusions have 
been significantly fewer and pup deaths 
this year have been within the normal 
range of about 10 percent. Docents believe 

nine pups have been lost to natural causes 
since the pupping started on March 24. 
Sometimes new moms have problems and 
abandon their pups, sometimes newborns 
have problems and perish from natural 
causes. In addition to those known deaths, 
one or two other pups may have been lost 
to unseasonably high waves that disrupted 
the nursing pairs in April and scattered 
them around.

The most notorious case of human 
intrusion occurred April 12, when a couple 
of attention-craving jerks went around 
the fence at 5th Street and chased nursing 
seals off the beach. One mom never came 
back to take care of her pup, leaving it 
to languish on the beach for days. When 
it disappeared, observers assumed the 
weakened pup or its carcass was carried 
away by a high tide. But it turns out, a 
rescue crew from The Marine Mammal 
Center found it in an area it misidentified 
as Lovers Point and took it to the center’s 
hospital in Sausalito. It is now one of the 
30 harbor seal patients being treated and 
fed there.

Downtown Parking
The Pacific Grove City Council 

passed the first reading of a new parking 
ordinance for downtown. It was called 
“permanent,” but as Mayor Bill Kampe 
noted, it’s permanent until it changes – like 
every other effort at regulating parking 
downtown has been.

Two-hour parking limits (except Sun-
days and holidays) on Lighthouse Ave. and 
Forest Ave. but three-hour parking limits 
will apply on Lighthouse Ave. in front of 
the theater. Parking signage on Lighthouse 
Ave. will include the statement: “For Cus-
tomers Only.” 

There will be three-hour parking 
on all other downtown streets and in the 
Municipal Parking Lots (Fandangos, Mu-
nicipal Lot No. 2), Theater (Municipal Lot 
No.1), and 15th Street (12 parking spaces). 

Four parking spaces on the east side 
of Congress next to the Post Office will be 
90- minutes spaces. 

Parking in the Theater Municipal 
Lot (Municipal Lot No. 1) shall have a 
minimum of four rows (54 spaces) of 
three-hour parking adjacent to the theater, 
with the remaining spaces assigned to 
residents in the immediate area or limited 
to 24 hours. 

Ninety-minute parking limits will 
apply in the Grove Market Municipal 
Lot (Municipal Lot No. 3) and Peppers 
Municipal Lot bounded by 16th Street, 
Forest Ave. and Central Ave. 

The remainder of downtown public 
parking spaces will be reserved as follows: 
20-minute parking (77 spaces), Loading 
Zone (24 spaces), Handicapped Parking 
(23 spaces), Passenger Loading Zones 

(four spaces) and 24-hour parking (85 
spaces). 

Here’s the catch: “Minor modifica-
tions to the number and distribution of 
these spaces may be authorized by the 
Traffic Commission and the City Traffic 
Engineer as needed to meet the needs of 
parking patrons.”

Gull Abatement
Drones, hawks, cleaning of old nests 

were all used to try to abate gulls down-
town.

Protected under the Migratory Bird 
Act, the pesky birds may look pictureque 
against a Pacific Grove sunset, but they 
make messes, create noise and are gener-
ally unwanted downtown Pacific Grove, 
where they nest on buildings.

By Marge Ann Jameson

The City’s efforts to control gull 
pollution downtown have taken another 
step with the overflight of a “remotely pi-
loted aerial reconnaissance vehicle” (read: 
drone) and video recording of downtown 
rooftops.

The overflight searched for nests left 
from last year on the roofs of downtown 
buildings. As gulls tend to return to the 
same spots year after year, it is projected 
that removing the old nests will encourage 
the returning gulls to nest elsewhere. The 
“elsewhere” will hopefully be closer to 
their natural habitat, the shore.

Gulls may go for the easy dinner in 
garbage or purposeful feeding by people, 
but it’s not the best diet for them.

“We understand that it’s actually 
better for the health of the eggs if the 
gulls nest closer to the ocean,” said City 
Manager Tom Frutchey. “The calcium in 
the shells of the sea life they eat is helpful 
in building strong eggshells.”

The overflights occurred on Feb. 3, 
2015. Video was taken, and the remote 
control ability allowed the contractor, 
John Pivey, and Terri Shaeffer, the City’s 
Code Compliance Officer to go back over 
certain spots where they saw something 
suspicious on the video.

“Very few nests were found,” said 
Frutchey, but the video is being examined 
very closely.

“We will know by Friday night how 
many buildings have nests remaining from 
last year that still need to be removed. 
Then, once those roofs are cleaned, the 
task will be to minimize the number of new 
nests constructed this year in this one con-

centrated area, by controlling open food 
sources and by encouraging gulls looking 
for a site to nest to find areas outside of 
downtown,” said Frutchey.

Downtown property owners who have 
nests will be reminded to remove them by 
Feb. 20, 2015, the deadline. If they are not 
removed, the City will remove them and 
send the property owner a bill.

When the gulls return, a falconer has 
been engaged who will release falcons 
to frighten the gulls away from nesting 
downtown.

We will post an update on our website 
about the number of nests found as soon 
as the information is released, probably 
sometime Friday, Feb. 6. Our website is at 
www.cedarstreettimes.com and the update 
will be on “Front PG News.”

Kim Worrell’s photo of the first seal up born in the 2015 pupping season showed 
her having a little lunch on the beach rookery near Hopkins Marine Station.

Perched on a downtown building and silhouetted against a late afternoon sky, 
a Western gull appears to be asking, “What’s all the fuss about?”

2015 Stories of the Year

The Little Car Show
Unique to Pacific Grove is the benefit 

“Little Car Show, organized by Pacific 
Grove native John Moulton.

The show, held on August 15 in 2015 
and scheduled for the same time in August, 
2016, features cars and other motor vehi-
cles under a certain engine size. Like other 
car shows held in Pacific Grove, it takes 
place on Lighthouse Avenue.

Marina Motorspots, Moulton’s orga-
nization, takes care of nearly every aspect 
of the car show, which includes Merchant 
Awards from local merchants and busi-
nesses. Funds raised are donated to youth 
organizations and projects in the city.

Moulton also parades his unique vehi-
cle in the Holiday Light Parade every year.

In Jameson’s Classic Motorcycle 
Museum, in a place on honor on the shelf 
in the Scooter Room, is a Solex motorized 
bicycle belonging to Moulton’s sister, 
who, at the age of 17 (many years ago but 
we won’t say how many) rode the bicycle 
from Pacific Grove to Oregon. Let’s just 
say there was no Highway 5 at the time 
she bravely sallied forth.
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Local architect Akin Miller presents “Dubai: Hello Tomorrow” at the January 25 
HI-Monterey Hostel monthly travel program and potluck. He will share this insightful 
illustrated talk that shows how the inventive architecture of Dubai today may give a 
glimpse of world of tomorrow. He has traveled the world and has a particular interest in 
cultural anthropology and its application to design. Miller enjoys travel and community 
service. He is presently on the board of the Monterey Peace and Justice Center and the 
chair of the Health Committee of the Monterey County NAACP.Travelers and locals 
are welcome to attend. Further information call 899 3046 or 372 5762.
Potluck 6 p.m. (Please bring your favorite dish to share or make $ donation)
Program 6:45 p.m.
Free Program • Everyone Welcome
HI-Monterey Hostel is located at 778 Hawthorne at Irving, New Monterey For more 
information, call 899 3046

Hostel Hosts Potluck Talk on 
Architecture in Dubai

Lyceum Presents Class on 
How to Make Herbariums

Make a personal herbarium. Historically herbariums have been used by bot-
anists and gardeners to preserve and catalog their plant collections. Learn about 
famous herbariums such as those made by Lewis and Clark, Charles Darwin and 
Emily Dickinson. Complete the process by constructing an artistic plant collage. 
Ages: 13 - Adult
Dates: Two Saturdays, Feb 27 & Mar 5, 2016
Hours: 1:00 - 3:00pm
Instructor: Sharon Nelson
Fee: $35 (includes materials)
Size: Limited to 8 students

Learn more and register: Call us at 831-372-6098 or email general@lyceum.
org.

The Scoop on Ed Ricketts 
Presented at Monterey Library

Monterey Public Library will present a lecture by Marine Biologist and librarian 
from Hopkins Marine Station, on Sunday, January 24, 2 - 3 p.m. in the Library Commu-
nity Room. Don Kohrs will reveal why, upon bein presented an outline of the manuscript 
in 1930, it took nine years for Stanford University Press to publish Between Pacific 
Tides. Was the publication slowed by the Director of Hopkins’ Walter Fisher’s critical 
review?  Did Stanford U Press dislike the ecological approach that Ed Ricketts and Jack 
Calvin chose for the book?  Was Ed Ricketts isolated from the scientific community? 
Learn the answers to these and other questions. For adults and mature teens. Free but 
reservations are required. Call (831) 646-3949 or email mccombs@monterey.org.     

The Monterey Public Library is located at 625 Pacific Street, Monterey.

Melinda Coffey, well-known classical 
pianist,  and Taelen Thomas, local poeti-
cal showman, will perform a remarkable 
mixture of the preludes of Frederic  Chopin 
and the poetry of William Butler Yeats on 
Saturday afternoon, January 30, at 2:30, in 
the Hidden Valley Opera Barn, 104 West 
Carmel Valley Road, 93924.   Admission 
is $15. Information: 659-3115.

This concert features both the passion 
and the exquisite delicacy of Chopin’s 
music, interlaced with the elegant and 
penetrating stanzas of Yeats on the subject 
of young love (“I am looped in the loops 
of her hair”), wild love (“found all the 
pleasure that life gave”), old and settled 
love, and dangerous love (“love is like the 
lion’s tooth”). The music and the poetry 
connect clearly and emotionally, each art 
enhancing the other.

Melinda Coffey, pianist, has per-
formed as recitalist and chamber musician 
in the United States, Canada, England, 
France, and Israel. Following a Toronto 
performance BBC music critic Denis Mat-
thews wrote of her “...exquisite pianism 
devoted entirely to the music itself.” Since 
1995 Melinda has been Music Director at 
the Church in the Forest, Pebble Beach. 

“ Melinda Coffey...is a treasure. Cof-
fey’s superb pianism and ability to seem 
graciously at home in a wide variety of 
performing circumstances has earned her 
a reputation as both a stellar accompanist 
and enchanting soloist.” (Barbara Rose 
Shuler, Monterey County Herald, January 
16, 1999) Melinda has released three solo 
CDs : “Seasons of Dreams,” “Beyond 
Words,” and “Christmas Reflections.”

Taelen Thomas, known for his pow-
erful stage presence and resonant voice, 
has been performing the poetry of   W. B. 
Yeats, Dylan Thomas, Robinson Jeffers,   
Robert Burns,   Ogden Nash, and other 
notable poets for many years. He has cre-
ated and performed biographical dramas 
in which he “brings to life” historical 
personalities, including John Steinbeck, 
Jack London, and Mark Twain. A master 
of the oral tradition, he has performed 
in theatres, universities, banquet halls, 
and private homes throughout   America.   
He has recorded a memorable CD of the 
poetry of Robinson Jeffers, commissioned 
by the Tor House Foundation. The most 
recent edition of Taelen’s own poetry is 
entitled “Inside of a Galloping Buffalo.”

Piano and Poetry Meld

Join Return of the Natives’ inaugural native species planting at Monterey State Beach. 
On Sat., Jan. 16, from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. R.O.N. will be helping this site stabilize dunes and pre-
serve native habitats. Volunteers will be joined by Dave Norris for live standard jazz music. 
Help is needed to plant native plants and remove invasive species, such as ice plant. 
R.O.N. events are a great way to learn about where you live, meet new people, get 
community service hours, and help protect our clean water supply and natural habitats. 

Volun tee rs  wi l l  r emove  invas ive  spec ies  ( such  as  i ce  p lan t ) , 
p lant  nat ive species ,  and perform restorat ive habi ta t  maintenance. 
This is a great family activity that is free. Tools, water and great snacks provided for 
this special event. 

Directions: Take exit 403 for Seaside from CA-1. Turn right at the end of the ramp, 
next to hotel. Look for R.O.N. Special Event signs.

Groups of 10 or more please RSVP. If under the age of 18 please have your parent or guard-
ian sign a waiver prior to the event, found at https://csumb.edu/ron/service-event-calendar  
Weather Policy: The event postponed only if it’s raining hard on the day 
of the event. Postponement will be posted on our website https://csumb.
edu/ron, our Facebook page, and a voicemail recording on the 582-3686.  
For more information go to our website https://csumb.edu/ron , email lkrohmer@csumb.
edu , or call (831)-582-3686

Dune Habitat Restoration 
Planting with live JAZZ

Monterey Library Literary Circle 
to Discuss ‘The Boston Girl’

The Monterey Public Library’s Literary Circle will meet on Monday, January 25, 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Read “The Boston Girl” by Anita Diamant, and come prepared to participate in 
the lively, congenial discussion, facilitated by library staff.     For adults.   Admission 
is free. For information, call (831) 646-3949 or email mccombs@monterey.org

The Library is located at 625 Pacific Street, Monterey.  

authority (JPA) was floated several years ago as a way of meeting the costs associated 
with providing fire protection services to the peninsula, with Seaside, Monterey and 
Pacific Grove supposed to participate. Frutchey acknowledged during the meeting that 
the formation of such an agency is essentially dead in the water.

Monterey Fire Chief Gaudenz Panholzer attributed part of the reason the JPA idea 
never made much progress is due to changes in employment law that would not protect 
the wages and benefits fire personnel currently receive under the existing contract with 
Pacific Grove. The contract was signed before the California Public Employees Pension 
Reform Act (PEPRA), which introduced changes to the CALPERS retirement package 
available to fire personnel, took effect in January, 2013. Because entering a JPA would 
constitute employment with a new public agency, the same benefits and wages guar-
anteed under the old contract would not be guaranteed to fire personnel, who would 
have to sign a new contract with the JPA.

“It becomes a complex issue because all the firefighters are Monterey employees. 
A JPA is a new legal entity that would become the employer and there would be no 
guarantee that the firefighters would maintain the wages and benefits that they already 
have,” Panholzer said.

Anyone who’s called 911 at a residence stands a good chance of having fire crews 
show up alongside and often before ambulance services arrive. This phenomenon was 
also touched on during the council meeting and highlights the possibility of separating 
fire from EMS for non-fire related calls. Frutchey’s report acknowledges this trend: 
the vast majority of calls fire personnel take in Pacific Grove don’t involve a burning 
building or even a particularly noisy smoke detector. 

However, according to Monterey’s fire chief, separating the two services is unlikely 
to significantly curb costs and there is a reason the fire department is often dispatched to 
smokeless calls. Costs associated with losing chunks of Lighthouse Avenue to fire are 
far higher than those associated with staffing a fire department to adequately respond 
to such as disaster, according to Panholzer. Fire agencies across the nation have been 
responding to EMS calls for decades because such catastrophic fire events are unusual. 
Thus, Panholzer says, there’s a lot of room in most agencies to absorb non-fire related 
emergency services. Furthermore, most fire personnel, including those serving Pacific 
Grove, have basic emergency medical training in the event Pacific Grove’s American 
Medical Response ambulance unit is on a call when another call comes in. 

Panholzer maintains that splitting fire services off of EMS would not reduce costs 
at all, primarily because the costs of staffing and maintaining a fire department remain 
steady even if they take fewer calls.

“It wouldn’t reduce the cost of staffing a firestation one bit because there are fixed 
costs that are there, regardless of the number of calls, that far outweigh cost savings 
inherent in taking fewer calls.” 

Other options Frutchey proposed in his written report include annual checkups 
on all residences to ensure they have working smoke detectors, differential staffing 
at the Pacific Grove fire station, and retooling response policies for handling calls for 
emergency medical services. 

However, the city council is unlikely to revisit the ideas outlined in the presenta-
tion anytime soon without viable alternatives on the table, according to Pacific Grove 
mayor, Bill Kampe.

 

PFIRE From Page 1
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Help transport America’s heroes to visit the memorials 
built in their honor at NO COST to them. Thank these 

veterans before they are no longer with us!

VOLUNTEER/DONATE TODAY!
(408) 925-1999 • captcarlusnr@gmail.com

www.HonorFlightBayArea.org

HONOR A WWII 
VETERAN

With A Trip Of A LifetimeH H H H H H H H H H H H

 City of Pacific Grove 
Annual Notice of Vacancies 

BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 
The City of Pacific Grove is seeking applications for 
the following Boards, Commissions and Committees 
for vacancies that currently exist and/or terms that ex-
pire January/February 2016. For a complete descrip-
tion of the purposes and meeting schedule of each of 
the available Boards, Commissions, and Committees, 
please visit the City’s website at http://www.cityof-
pacificgrove.org/boards 
• Administrative Enforcement Hearing Officer Panel 
(5) 
• Architectural Review Board (5) 
• Economic Development Commission –General 
Business Owners (1); Citizens at large (2) 
• Golf Links Advisory Commission (4-hospitality/
business owner/manager) 
• Historic Resources Committee (7) 
• Museum Board (2) 
• Beautification and Natural Resources Committee (4) 
• Planning Commission (1) 
• Recreation Board(2) 
• Traffic Safety Commission (4) 
Appointees must be registered Pacific Grove voters, 
except for the Economic Development Commission. 
Applications for these vacancies will be accepted until 
5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 11, 2015. Interested 
persons may pick up an application at the City Clerk’s 
Office, 300 Forest Avenue or a copy may be down-
loaded from the City’s website at: http://www.cityof-
pacificgrove.org/sites/default/files/forms/city-clerk/
application-app-boards-commissions-12-14-09_0.pdf 
Further information may also be obtained by contact-
ing the City Clerk at (831) 648-3181 or by emailing 
cityclerk@cityofpacificgrove.org 
Publication Dates 11/13/15 TFN

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20152503

The following person is doing business as LIVER-
MORE GARAGE DOORS; SALINAS GARAGE 
DOORS; MONTEREY BAY GARAGE DOORS, 
18223 Caldwell Street, East Garrison, Monterey 
County, CA 93933:  JONATHAN LEE MANDOZA, 
8223 Caldwell Street, East Garrison, CA 93933. This 
statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County 
on December 16, 2015. This business is conducted by 
an individual. Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or names listed 
above on 10/02/15. Signed: Jonathan Lee Mendoza
Publication dates: 1/1, 1/8, 1/15, 1/22/16

Legal Notices

Wanda Sue Parrott

Homeless in Paradise

Discussing Harold E. Grice’s one-act 
play “The Houseless Hussies” raises my 
curiosity. “If Granny Annie gets sick, what 
happens to her?”

Harold responds, “After she gets well, 
what happens?” 

The reason for our conflab over 
coffee is to authenticate facts in Harold’s 
fictional play-in-progress about real life 
on the streets.  I report about the homeless 
scene on the Monterey Peninsula. Harold 
converts facts into generalities that could 
happen to anyone, anyplace, any time. 

He shows me his pencil sketch of the 
short, bulky protagonist, Granny Annie, 

who chooses to live alone in an encamp-
ment abandoned by her other friends. 
“What do you think?”

I say, “She looks like a woman who’s 
lived so long on the street that she’s street 
hard.” She is wearing a man’s suit and 
brogans á la thrift store. “Did you know 
one out of two homeless women served 
by the Gathering for Women  is past 50?”

“That’s what you said earlier. What 
else do you see now?”

“Like many houseless people with 
alcohol and drug addictions, she smokes 
whatever she can find.” In Harold’s sketch, 
Granny Annie brandishes a half-smoked 
cigar. “She presents a rough, tough  bring-
on-the-world’ image.”

“That’s her self-defense,” Harold 
says. “I’m still working on her vulnerable 
secret. What do you think it should be?”

I hearken back to the Friends of 
Homeless Women meeting in November. 

What happens when Granny Annie is released?
Respite care is coming for the recovering hospitalized homeless

Guest speaker Teresa Erick-
son, President of the Board 
of  Directors of Community 
Housing Solutions (formerly 
Shelter Outreach Plus), dis-
cussed various illnesses that 
send homeless people to the 
hospital. They include can-
cer, diabetes and pneumonia. 
“She could be a diabetic who 
has gone without insulin. She 
comes into town for help and 
collapses on a bench. ”

“Does she die?” Harold 
asks.

I ponder the scenario. “No. A passing 
truck driver stops, covers her with a mov-
ing-van furniture cover, and calls 9-1-1. 
She’s saved from her diabetic coma at the 
hospital.”

“What happens after Granny Annie is 
released? Does she go back onto the street, 
where she got sick to begin with?”

“I’ll get back to you,” I say as our 
coffee hour ends and I switch mind modes 
from fiction-writing to fact-reporting, 
which means digging out my notes from 
the Friends of Homeless Women at St. 
Mary’s by the Sea Episcopal Church in 
Pacific Grove last Nov. 18.

A beautiful place to be homeless
Reyes Bonilla, director of Commu-

nity Housing Solutions (formerly Shelter 
Outreach Plus) for the past three years, 
opened the discussion. “We are negotiating 
with the board for respite care. Three years 
ago, Teresa Erickson, now President of the 
Board, had the realization that homeless 
people are getting discharged back onto 
the street and put the obligation on us to 
do something.” 

Teresa Erickson, a retired physical 
therapist who hails from Kansas City, 
said her husband is a minister. They ran 
a Sunday evening program called Break 
Away, offering meals and special services 
for mostly male panhandlers.

Erickson said, “We began to see 
young people and women--women who 
were pregnant and women with children-
-and entire families. A woman at one of 
our Sunday services gave birth that night.”

She said Monterey is a beautiful 
place to be homeless, but added, “People 

on the street need help with wound care. 
Diabetics can get infection. If you’re out in 
the cold, you’re exposed to every kind of 
germ, so your immune system is not great. 
. . . if people get sick, they go into the hos-
pital, get three square meals, and then it’s 
time they no longer need hospital care.” 

Those who qualify can continue get-
ting sub-acute care or rehabilitation, but 
others who need medical respite while they 
fully recover simply return to the places 
they got sick.

The Revolving Door
“I call it the Revolving Door,” Teresa 

Erickson said. “They get better, go out on 
the street, something happens, and they 
come back in.”

She said a woman who was living in 
a lean-to broke her leg. “When she didn’t 
need acute care any more, she went back 
to her tent on crutches. She ended up 
being beaten up and raped, and was back 
in the hospital under totally different cir-
cumstances.”

According to Erickson, plans were 
in the works for opening a six-bed re-
spite-care shelter in Seaside, operated 
by Community Housing Solutions in 
cooperation with Natividad and Salinas 
Valley hospitals in Salinas, and Commu-
nity Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula 
(CHOMP) in Monterey.

“It is a win –win situation,” Erickson 
said, adding, “I think six beds is not going 
to be enough.” As to respite care, she said, 
“The biggest million dollar question is 
what we’re going to do with quick turn-
around time. . . . When discharged where 
do they gather?”

Reyes Bonilla answered her question. 
“We have proposed healthcare delivery to 
homeless women by having doctors to give 
medical services on the streets. We plan 
to get mobile medical units on the street 
for both medical and mental healthcare”

Fast-forward to last week. I received 
an e-mail from Reyes Bonilla that an-
swered my question about the status of 
the respite care facility.

He says, “Hi Wanda, it is good to hear 
from you. . . . We were granted $40,000 
from the Fund for Homeless Women.   We 
were happy to receive these funds. With 
regards to respite care, we anticipate open-
ing February 1, 2016.”

Further details will be forthcoming as 
I receive them.

Granny Annie’s Secret
Meanwhile, switching from facts back 

to fiction, I asked Harold E. Grice where 
he plans to go with his one-act play “The 
Houseless Hussies” and he says, “Granny 
Annie keeps growing. She’s sort of taking 
over now.  I might have to add more acts 
to this play.”

Stay tuned. When there are secrets 
to reveal about Granny Annie, you’ll first 
read about them here!

Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at amykitchen-
erfdn@hotmail.com or leave a message at  
The Yodel Lady at 831-899-5887.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20152524

The following person is doing business as TROIA 
PARTNERSHIP, 801 Foam St., Monterey, Monterey 
County, CA 93940:  JOHN A. TROIA, 801 Foam St., 
Monterey, CA 93940;  FRANK J. TROIA, 801 Foam 
St., Monterey, CA 93940. This statement was filed 
with the Clerk of Monterey County on December 
18, 2015. This business is conducted by co-partners. 
Registrant commenced to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names listed above on 
01/01/2001. Signed: John Troia
Publication dates: 12/25/15, 1/1, 1/8, 1/15/16

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20152570

The following person is doing business as  WELL 
SCENTS, 7020 Valley Greens Dr. Apt. 13, Carmel, 
Monterey County, CA 93923: CHERYL DIANE BEL-
LER, 7020 Valley Greens Dr. Apt. 13, Carmel, CA 
93923. This statement was filed with the Clerk of Mon-
terey County on December 29, 2015. This business is 
conducted by an individual. Registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on 7-1-15. Signed: Cheryl Beller
Publication dates: 1/15, 1/22, 1/29, 2/5/16

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20160057

The following person is doing business as  BLOCK 
ADVISORS, 99 Pacific St., Monterey, Monterey 
County, CA 93940: HRB TAX GROUP, INC. - MIS-
SOURI: One H&R Bock Way, Kansas City, MO 64105
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey 
County on January 11, 2016. This business is conduct-
ed by a corporation. Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 12/8/2015.
Signed: Bruce R. Daise, Vice President, Associate 
General Counsel and Chief Privacy Officer
Publication dates: 1/15, 1/22, 1/29, 2/5/16

Panel Presentation: 
Beyond War

The Peace Coalition of Mon-
terey County invites you to its 
25th Anniversary featuring a panel 
presentation of activists from across 
California, “Moving Toward a 
World Beyond War”.   Friday, Feb-
ruary 12 2016, 6 – 9 p.m. at Irvine 
Auditorium & Atrium at MIIS, 
499 Pierce Street Monterey.   Free 
admission, refreshments.   Contact: 
tomlee@redshift.com.
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When Measure 215, the Compassionate Use Act, passed in California in 1996, 
Pacific Grove voters voted for it by more than a two-to-one margin. “Yes” votes were 
5540 and “no” votes were 2347.

In 2010, when it came down to having a medical marijuana dispensary in the city 
limits, the then-seated city council scampered in the other direction, first passing an 
emergency moratorium banning dispensaries while the matter was studied. They said, 
in light of a preponderance of testimony in favor of the dispensary, they wanted staff 
to give them proposed regulations and to watch for the outcome of court cases in other 
cities. It looked like permission was going forward. Then, a few months later, when 
the moratorium was expiring and testimony against marijuana in general outstripped 
pro-dispensary testimony, they voted 5-1 to ban dispensaries in the city limits, noting 
that Federal law supersedes state law and thus city law. And despite what the voters 
indicated they wanted, the council had taken a vow to uphold federal and state law as 
well as city law, so they voted the other way.

Three of the council members seated then are no longer on the council. The lone 
dissenting vote was Robert Huitt’s, whose impassioned speech in favor of the Com-
passionate Use Act still echoes off the walls of City Council chambers.

Back then, legalization of various marijuana-related activities and would have 
allowed local governments to tax and control these activities under Prop. 19. Even so, 
the sale of cannabis would have remained illegal under federal law. Prop. 19 was on 
the November 2010 ballot, and it was defeated 53.5 percent to 46.5 percent. Where 

Council Votes to Tighten Anti-Marijuana Laws
the rest of the state voted no on marijuana legalization, Pacific Grove voted yes. 9322 
voters, 6922 ballots cast; 74.25 percent turnout. 4009 voted yes while 2719 voted no 
on Prop. 19. Today, it appears that a proposition in favor of recreational use of mari-
juana will once again be on the ballot under the The Marijuana Control, Legalization 
& Revenue Act.

And on Wed., Jan. 6, 2016, the council faced the question of Compassionate Use 
once again.

California has acted on Compassionate Use, passing the Medical Marijuana 
Regulation and Safety Act, requiring a State license for all medical marijuana busi-
nesses – dispensary sales, delivery service, cultivation, transport or distribution. Such 
businesses may only operate if they have both state and local permission. Civil and 
criminal penalties have been set up for operating without a state license.

Each city must establish a land use ordinance regulating the cultivation of marijuana 
by March 1, 2016. If the city does not, the State Department of Food and Agriculture 
will be the sole licensing authority for medical marijuana cultivation applicants.

Once again, the Pacific Grove City Council voted to tighten language on the 2010 
ordinance as it applies to cultivating and selling marijuana in Pacific Grove, with a 
second reading to take place on Jan. 20 2016.  The new language will prevent the State 
from taking precedence. Any move toward what Pacific Grove voters may have been 
advocating will likely not take place until federal law is loosened.

Above: Family meal of Pastel de Choclo; Below, Me eating Pastel de Choclo 
at Sol’s house 

Pastel de Choclo at the Mercado 
Central, Santiago, Chile. 

We all have our ways of starting con-
versations and friendships; my friendship 
with Sol and the acquisition of this recipe 
was started over a pair of screaming yel-
low patent leather pumps in Santiago.  We 
were both attending a stodgy workshop in 
Chile’s capital where all attendees were 
wearing black, white, or some shade in 
between. Sol stuck out with her big red 
hair, her contagious laugh, and her warm 
character; I spotted her at one of the coffee 
breaks, laughing over a joke, standing tall 
in her yellow pumps and I knew we would 
get along.

We bonded over fashion, hair, her 
daughter (who was my age), and quickly 
forged a friendship. My love of food and 
cooking was instantly apparent and she 
offered (for her daughter) to teach me 
some traditional Chilean dishes from 
start to finish, that is, from going grocery 
shopping all the way to eating the meal at 
her home with her lovely family.  

I was surprised by the supermarket…
it was huge, and Javi, Sol’s daughter, told 
me that it was owned by some multination-
al corporation, Walmart, maybe I’d heard 
of it? We went shopping on a Friday af-
ternoon and as you would expect, families 
and young couples were doing the grocery 
shopping for weekend barbecues and get- 
togethers. It didn’t feel “foreign” at all.

We cooked in the family’s cozy home 
on the outskirts of Santiago, listening to 
old Frank Sinatra songs softly humming 
from Javi’s laptop.  I jotted notes at each 
step and tasted along the way. As the 
entrée, the Pastel de Chocolo (see recipe 
below) cooked in the oven; we set the 
table – tablecloths, chargers, wine glasses, 
the whole nine yards. Lunch lasted for two 
hours and we even enjoyed a leisurely so-
bremesa – the after lunch lounging around 
the table over coffee, herbal tea, sweets, 
and delightful conversation, with people 
coming and going, for a nap, a phone 
call, to watch TV, and return to the table 
for sustenance and the comfort of sitting 
around the table with their loved ones.   

Pastel de Choclo (Corn Pie) Recipe 
Makes 12 individual pies 

Piño 
(ground beef filling) 
1 kg ground beef 
6 white onions 
1 tbsp. butter 
½ tsp. cumin 
2 tsp. paprika 
Oregano 
Black pepper, Salt

Chicken 
Chicken breast (can be any part of the 
chicken) 
Leaves of a celery stalk 

Choclo (corn crust) 
4 kg corn kernels (that is, 8 bags of 500 
g. frozen corn kernels or about 40 ears of 
corn). If using frozen corn, you will want 
to take the corn out of the freezer ahead of 
time and allow to reach room temperature, 
or defrost in the microwave. If using full 
ears of corn, you will want to use a sharp 
knife to saw off the corn kernels from 
their stalk. 
Sugar 
Salt 
Basil, optional 

Other ingredients – filling 
Black olives (can be pitted or unpitted)
6 hard-boiled eggs, peeled 
Sultanas, soaked in water 
Turbinado sugar for topping 

Equipment 
12 shallow clay bowls 
To make piño, finely dice the white 

onions. Place in a medium sized pot and 
pour hot water over the onions and let boil 
for a minute or two. Dump out hot water 
and run cold water over them. Squeeze 
the excess water out of the onions, taking 
fistfuls of onion and squeezing well with 
both hands. In the same pot, melt the 
butter and add onions, stir well for 1 or 
2 minutes then add ground beef, spices, 
salt and pepper and cook over low heat 
until the beef is cooked well all the way 
through and the onions are translucent, 
about 10-15 minutes. 

In a separate pot, cover chicken with 
water and add celery leaves, bring to a 
boil and allow to simmer until chicken 
is cooked all the way through. Both piño 
and chicken can be prepared ahead of time 
and kept in the refrigerator until ready to 
assemble the corn pie. In a food processor, 
blend corn well. (If using basil, add in with 
the corn when blending). Put in a double 
boiler (baño maria) with the sugar and salt. 
Cook the corn slowly, stirring constantly 
in the double boiler for about 20 minutes. 

To assemble pastel de choclo, evenly 
distribute piño in the clay bowls, add 
chicken, sultanas, half a hard-boiled egg, 
and a black olive. Ladle the corn mix-
ture into each bowl. Top with turbinado 
sugar and bake until pie starts to bubble. 
Carefully remove from oven and serve, 
contents will be extremely hot. Serve with 
sugar alongside as some people like to add 
additional sugar on top. 

 

Sally Baho

Post Cards from the Kitchen
Chile

How Screaming Yellow Pumps Led to a Corn Pie
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Pacific Grove

Sports

Anyone can putt regardless of 
physical strength or even age. The 
quickest way to lower scores is through 
putting efficiency. Putting in golf is 
like art in school. It is important to 
keep it creative & unique by using your 
own style. The importance of putting 
is almost always underestimated. The 
confidence (or lack of) in your putting 
will affect the rest of your game in 
many ways. It has a “domino effect.” 
If you’re weary of your putting, your 
chipping/pitching around the greens 
will have added pressure. If you’re 
chipping and pitching suffers, your 
iron game from the fairway will in-
volve added pressure. If you’re pro-
ficient in your putting, you “free up” 
the rest of your game. There are times 
when you will salvage quality scores 
through great putting and there will 
be times when your best rounds will 
result because things fall together in 
your long game AND you putt well. 
Efficient putting is essential in both 
cases. 

I wanted to make a few sugges-
tions to help you improve your scores 

Kurt Vogel, PGA
Director of Golf & General Manager

Pacific Grove Golf Links

Around the Greens

in 2016.
Direction - Use a line on your 

ball (or use the script on the ball) to 
help you aim your ball on the correct 
aiming point. When you stand over 
the ball this practice will help you 
see the direction. 

Ball Position - Play the ball 
slightly ahead of the middle in your 
stance. This ball position will help to 
get the ball rolling vs. hitting down.

Vision - Practice putting while 
looking at the hole – this will im-
prove your feel and trust, especially 
on short putts. We don’t throw a ball 
at a target while looking at our arm?

The Motion - Your shoulders, 
arms and hands on the putter form a 
triangle in your setup position. Focus 
on tilting this triangle back and forth 
in making your putting stroke.

Analyze - Track your putting 
stats - strive for 34 or less putts in an 
18-Hole round. If you regularly have 
35 or more putts, take the time you 
become more efficient on the greens.

Until next time,
Kurt Vogel, PGA

Let’s PUTT it all together in 2016

Other News from the Golf Course…

2015 Membership Cards – I want to remind our readers about the 
benefits of purchasing one of our local membership cards. For $25.00, our 
“Monarch Card” allow our PG residents to play unlimited golf for roughly 35 
percent off our already low normal rates. Our “Lighthouse” Card is available 
for $300.00 and allows PG Residents to play unlimited golf for roughly 50 
percent off normal rates. If you really want the best deal, our “Links” Card is 
available for $1250.00 and allows you to play unlimited golf for cart fee only!

PG Practice Range – We’ve recently redesigned the range tee area and 
added a new ball dispensing machine! The public is now welcome to purchase 
range balls directly from the machine using exact cash or a credit card. There 
are now three quantities of balls available ($5-$8-$12). Those who would like 
to practice may park along Asilomar Blvd. to access the range.  

Central Coast Silkscreen & Embroidery
215 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove
831.372.1401

Breaker of the Week
Brad Sendell

Brad scored 24 of Pacific 
Grove’s 47 points Wednes-
day night in a gritty 47-37 win 
over Carmel. Sendell hit two 
key three-pointers late in the 
game that helped seal the win. 
A three-year varsity starter, 
the Junior leads the Breakers 
in scoring -- this season he 
averages 17 points per game. 
Sendell was crowned MTAL 
MVP last season, and his per-
formances this season point to 
another terrific campaign.  

 
January 12, 2016 – “Individual Medal Play”

 
Flight #1 (17 & under handicaps)

1st Place  -  Tony Perualt 64 Net

Tie 2nd Place -  Augie Scornaienchi 67
 Manny Bettencourt 67

Tie 4th Place Jeff Dickey 68
 Larry Wells 68

Tie 6th Robert Sanchez 71
 Jerry Robertson 71
 Michael Johnston 71

Flight #2 (18 & over handicaps)

Tie 1st Place Walt Matteson 71 Net
 Dudley Bynoe 71
 Jim Mullen 71
 Del Redding 71
 Guy Francis 71

  
 

Pacific Grove Golf Links Scoreboard

PG Senior Club Results

Used Demo Golf Clubs
at tremendous discounts

beginning on Friday Jan. 8 2016
in the Pacific Grove Golf Shop

77 Asilomar Boulevard
Pacific Grove

Men’s & Ladies
Irons Sets

from Titleist, Ping, Cobra & Taylor Made

Drivers & Fairway Woods
from Taylor Made, Titleist, Cobra

Many Wedges & Putters
(831) 648-5775
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CLEANING

TWO GIRLS FROM CARMEL
PHONE: 831-626-4426
EXPERIENCED • PROFESSIONAL • BONDED

ENTERTAINMENT

Call 831-238-5282
www.montereybaybelles.blogspot.com

FLOORING/WINDOW COVERING

AREA RUGS • CARPET • CORK 
• HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • VINYL  

UPHOLSTERY • WINDOW COVERINGS

Home Town Service Since 1979

GRAND AVENUE
FLOORING & INTERIORS

WWW.GRANDAVEFLOORING.COM
831-372-0521

CA Lic # 675298

PETS

CONSTRUCTION

WINDOW CLEANING

MORTUARY

THE PAUL MORTUARY
FD-280 

390 Lighthouse Avenue · Pacific Grove 
831-375-4191 · www.thepaulmortuary.com 

INC.

ATTORNEY

JOSEPH BILECI JR.
Attorney at Law                      

Wills/Trusts/Estates; Real Estate  
Transactions/Disputes; Contract/ 

Construction Law      
215 W. Franklin, Ste. 216,  

Monterey, CA 93940
831-920-2075

Cal. Licensed Real Estate Broker #01104712

BLINDS

Kayman Klean WindoWs

KaymanBenetti.Com
707-344-1848
Monterey/Napa/Tahoe

PUBLISHING

Writer & Book ServiceS

Free consultation • All genres
Patricia Hamilton, Publisher • 831-649-6640

publishingbiz@sbcglobal.net
www.parkplacepublications.com

F.Y.I.At Your Service!

Travis H. Long, CPA 
706-B Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove 
831-333-1041 ·  www.tlongcpa.com 

TAX SERVICE

STORM PREPARATION

French Drain, Roof, Gutter & 
Downspout Cleaning

Weather Stripping
Backup Generator, Sump Pump

831.655.3821
krconstructioninc@msn.com • Lic. #700124

INC.
CONSTRUCTION

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

Kitchen and Bath Remodel
Windows and Doors

Full Service Construction
831.655.3821

krconstructioninc@msn.com • Lic. #700124

CONSTRUCTION

Remodeling • Kitchens
Bathrooms • Additions • Remodels

Fencing • Decking
831.655.3821

krconstructioninc@msn.com • Lic. #700124

CONSTRUCTION
INC.

ELDER CARE SERVICES

Elder Focus, LLC
2100 Garden Rd., #C, Monterey

jkd@ElderFocus.com
Vickie@ElderFocus.com

831-643-2457

Jameson’s Classic
MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM                      

Classic European and American
Bikes & Sidecars 1936-2000

Free/Donation/Advice, too!
305 Forest Avenue,  

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
OPEN WEEKENDS & HOLIDAYS Noon - 5:00 PM
Across the street from City Hall but a lot more fun

831-331-3335
CONSTRUCTION

Be seen By
Thousands

Call 831-324-4742
about FYI

Be seen By
Thousands

Call 831-324-4742
about FYI

Your Achievements

Peeps

The Cub Scouts from Pack 126, Den 1 came to the station Jan. 12 and got a 
demonstration by Del Rey Oaks K-9 Officer Chris Salpek and his partner, Sarik. 
Sarik, who is from Slovakia, only “speaks” German. Chris had help from Ray-
mond, who put on the bite suit and showed how Sarik finds wanted people, as 
well can search for explosives. A discussion followed led by Commander Rory 
Lakind and Public Services Technician Michaela Basanese focusing on types 
of evidence, evidence collection, and careers in law enforcement. 

Above, (back row) Michaela Basanese and Cdr. Rory Lakind, and  (front row) 
Cub Scouts left to right (name withheld at parents’ request), Beckett Heywood, 
Roman Arroyo, Brodie Brock, and Christopher Platt. PGPD photo.

Scouts Visit Police Station
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MONTEREY PENINSULA BROKERAGE   |   sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Pacific Grove 831.372.7700  |  Carmel-by-theSea 831.624.9700

Carmel Rancho 831.624.9700  |  Carmel Valley 831.659.2267

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. 

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.                                                                                           

Visit onlywithus.com to discover the 
benefits available through us alone.

MONTEREY  |  $645,000
Located in Bay Ridge Estates is this 
approximately 11+ acre lot. Expansive views with 
available plans.

Paul Riddolls   831.917.2111

MONTERRA  |  $3,650,000
Exquisite 5BR/5.5BA home provides a private 
sanctuary for outdoor entertaining and lovely views 
of Monterey Bay. Gorgeous courtyard. 

Mike Jashinski   831.236.8913

MONTEREY  |  14 La Playa Street
Delightful 2BR/2.5BA town home with a remodeled 
kitchen, water views and decks off the bed-
rooms. $1,050,000

Colleen Goldsmith   831.917.8290

OPEN SUN 12-3

PACIFIC GROVE  | 704 9th Street
Sweet 2BR/1BA cottage. Maintenance free 
yard, corner lot, one car garage, double-paned 
windows, and fresh paint in and out. $615000

Arleen Hardenstein   831.915.8989

PACIFIC GROVE  |  $1,575,000
Panoramic White Water Views from this lovely 
2BR/2BA, plus artist studio home. 

J.R. Rouse   831.277.3464

PEBBLE BEACH  |  $2,455,000
Fantastic view home with white water & sunsets. Over 
3800 sq ft, 5BR/3.5BA, separate guest quarters. 
Oversized 15,000 sq. ft. lot with privacy. $2,455,000

Mick Pfaff   831.588.2154

PEBBLE BEACH  |  $9,980,000
Magnificent stone manor radiates world-class 
ambiance with seaside lifestyle. 4 ocean side 
terraces provide white water coastal views. 

Nicole Truszkowski   831.238.7449

PEBBLE BEACH  |  $5,895,000
Spectacular ocean views from this Tuscan style 
estate. Features an levator, wine cellar, theater, 
outdoor kitchen, master suite, 5 fireplaces 

Noel Beutel & Steve Beutel   831.277.1169

MONTERRA  |  $3,950,000
4BR/3.5BA Spanish mission compound with 
authentic custom finishes, Over 5,800 sf. with a 
guest casita and stunning views. 

Mike Jashinski   831.236.8913

OPEN SAT 2-4, SUN 1-3


