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Councilmember Rudy Fischer an-
nounced this week that he will withdraw 
from running for Mayor of Pacific Grove. 
Citing his desire to do what is best for the 
city and the fact that he does not wish to 
divide the city and force the residents to 
choose between him and incumbent mayor 
Bill Kampe, Fischer sent an email out on 
June 20. He said, “Actually, I never intend-
ed to run against Bill, because he and I do 
agree on the approach and solution to a great 
many issues.”

Fischer was first to announce that he 
was running, back in the first week of Jan-
uary, 2016. At that time, Kampe had not an-
nounced his own candidacy for re-election.

Fischer pointed out that he had prom-
ised to serve on the council for four years 
after serving his first four-year term. He will 
now serve until 2018, at which time he says 
he will likely run for mayor.

Fischer believes strongly that the 
Council needs the 
kind of institutional 
knowledge, conti-
nuity and stability 
that comes with re-
turning members. 
He points out that 
Casey Lucius will 
not run for re-elec-
tion because she is 
running for Con-
gress in the No-
vember election. 
Either Bill Kampe 
or Dan Miller will be off the council, de-
pending on the outcome of the mayoral race. 
Dan Miller has announced his intention but 
has not yet filed papers with the City. Ken 
Cuneo and Bill Peake are both mid-term.

Robert Huitt is eligible to run again but 
has not yet announced his intention. He has 
filed a candidate’s intention statement with 
the City Clerk. Both Huitt and Miller ran 
and won for two-year terms after vacancies 
on the council, and are thus eligible for 
another term on the council according to 
the city charter.

Also filing a Candidate’s Intention 
Statement for a City Council seat were Alan 
Cohen, as previously announced; Cynthia 
Garfield; and Nick Smith, a member of the 
Planning Commission. Dan Miller has not 
returned the statement he asked for to the 
City Clerk but has time to do so.

A declaration of candidacy must be 
filed between July 18 and August 12 of 
this year for the November election. If no 
incumbent files, new candidates have until 
August 17 to file.

Rudy Fischer’s letter in which he 
withdrew his candidacy is on page 18 of 
this issue.
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Fri. June 24
Open Mic Nights

Pacific Grove Art Center
68 Lighthouse Ave.
Doors open 6PM

Performances 7 to 10:30 PM
831-375-2208

No charge, donations welcome
•

Sat. June 25
Drought Tolerant Gardening

Free Workshop
Carmel Middle School

4380 Carmel Valley Road, 
Carmel

To RSVP, montereywaterinfo.org
or call Stephanie Kister at 

831.658.5601 
•

Sun. June 26
Feast of Lanterns kick-off brunch

At the Beach House
Lovers Point

12 p.m. 
Live and silent auctions
Tickets $50 per person 

at PG Travel only
•

Wed. June 29
Dine Out With Friends

to Benefit Fiends of the Library
Fishwife Seafood Restaurant at 

Asilomar Beach
1996 1/2 Sunset  Dr., 

Pacific Grove
375-7107 • Hours 11 - 9 

•
Sat. July 9

GoldCoast Rods CarShow
Downtown Pacific Grove

9 SM - 3 PM
•

Sun. July 10
Obon Festival

Honoring ancestors
Buddhist Temple

1155 Noche Buena St., Seaside
Noon-6 PM

Food, enertainment, exhibits
www.MontereyBuddhist.org

•
Fridays

Pacific Groove Dance Jam
Chautauqua Hall 8-10 PM

Dance to DJs
Adults $10/Teens $5

Youth Free • 1st Time Free
info@dancejampg.org

•
Saturdays

Dance at Chautauqua Hall
June 18 6PM: Dance lesson is 
Nightclub Two-step with John 

Ferreira
General Ballroom, nightclub and 

line dance 7-10 PM
•

Through June 30
6:30 – 8:30 PM

Julia’s Vegetarian Restaurant
1180 Unit F Forest Ave

Mondays Vincent Randazzo
Tuesdays Rick Chelew

Wednesdays Dave Holodiloff
Thursdays Buddy Comfort
831-656-9533 - No cover 
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See FINDING HANK Page 2

Was Hank, the grumpy octopus character in 
“Finding Dory,” modeled on an Aquarium 

official we all know and love?
Pixar’s “Finding Dory” has blown previous records 

for opening day box office receipts out of the water, if 
you’ll pardon the pun. “‘Finding Dory’ has taken $136.2m 
(£93.3m) on its opening weekend - making it the most 
successful launch for an animated film in US box office 
history,” according to the BBC. “The sequel to ‘Find-
ing Nemo’ has unseated ‘Shrek the Third’ - which took 
$121.6m (£83.1m) on its release in 2007.”

Pixar used the Monterey Bay Aquarium as the main 
model for “Finding Dory,” calling it “MLI.” Among other 
characters, including “Dory” the blue tang, is a crabby 
octopus called “Hank.”

So was the curmudgeonly cephalopod “Hank” named 
for our own Hank Armstrong, vice president of communi-
cations at the Aquarium? Hank says no, but Pixar doesn’t 
confirm nor deny.

“Hank” has, in fact, been hiding (as only real octopuses can do) in every Disney/ 
Pixar animated film since 1995, according to ohmydisney.com. The director of “Find-
ing Dory,” Andrew Stanton, says that there are people internally at Pixar who didn’t 
know about Hank hiding in their animated films. Stanton said, “Hank started off as a 
bit of an inside joke between those of us who were here at Pixar in the very beginning, 
but since then, finding a place for him in our films has become part of our culture.”

Those familiar with older software know the term “Easter Egg,” which is how 
Pixar refers to ‘Hank.’ They’re secret effects or responses that occur only when a cer-
tain sequence of computer commands is given. Often, they are (or were) jokes hidden 
by programmers in splash screens or images in the software.

Now “Hank” is out.
Pixar sent a stuffed version of the “septopus” (he only has seven tentacles) to 

Hank Armstrong recently, along with a note.
Says Hank, “We have a wonderful relationship with them and hugely appreciate 

the chance to work on such a fun project. It took several years of periodic meticulous 
study and filming here for them to capture what they needed, right down to the dried 
gum on the underside of a bench on the deck,” he said. “The MLI exterior is a fanciful 
mixture of different places with parts of us [the Aquarium]. Behind the scenes at MLI 

Hank and Hank

Above: Pixar’s ‘Hank’ (left) and Pacific Grove’s ‘Hank.” Is there a resemblance?
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