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In This Issue

“Like” us on Facebook 
where we post short updates, 
traffic, weather, fun pictures 
and timely stuff. If you fol-
low us on Twitter, you’ll also 
get local sports updates and 
we even tweet tournaments 
and playoffs.
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Sat. Dec. 19
Howard Burnham 

as Charles Dickens in 
A Christmas Carol

6 PM
$10 at the door at 

the Little House, Jewell Park
•

Sat. Dec. 19
Tipperary at Juice n Java

7:30-9:30 PM
599 Lighthouse Ave.

•
Sun., Dec. 20
Holiday Cheer

Presented by the Monterey 
Community Band

MPC Music Hall (M-1)
Free

831-646-3811
•

Sun. Dec. 20
Sound & Vision

Concert Benefitting Youth Arts 
Collective

Wave Street Studios, 774 Wave 
St., Monterey

7 PM
•

Mon. Jan 4
“Storyteller’s Studio
Monterey Library
Community Room

625 Pacific St.
831-646-3949

•
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Steven Belcher Named Interim Police Chief
Former Santa Cruz Police Chief and Interim Chief of Marina, 

People, Get Ready!

El Niño, climate change, sea rise...or a combination of the three caused spectacular 
waves along the Cental Coast including the pier at Lovers Point last week. Don’t 
be sorry if you missed it. There will be more. Photo by Peter Mounteer

By Peter Mounteer

The Golf Links Advisory Commission 
at their December 9 meeting heard a report 
on recommendations for modest increases 
in certain rates at the Golf Links to come 
next year. 

The rate increase suggestion comes 
from course managers CourseCo, who 
took over the golf links earlier this year. 
Weekend rack rates for nine hole games 
and evenings will increase by $2 to $27, 
rental clubs will increase $5 while pull cart 
fees will increase a dollar each. Member-
ships will also increase, with $5 increases 
for Monarch Card holders regardless of 
residency and Links cardmembers will 
see $50 increases regardless of residency.

According to GLAC chair Bruce Ob-
bink the GLAC suggested that CourseCo 
reach out the various local golf clubs that 
play at the course including the seniors’ 
club, men’s, and women’s clubs to discuss 
their rates. These clubs formed years ago 
by seniors and are not necessarily formal-
ized clubs but rather fully independent 
recreational groups. The clubs, according 
to GLAC, are important because they play 
a lot of golf and bring in lots of local dollars 
to the course. 

Golf Rates 
May Rise 
Next Year

By Marge Ann Jameson

On Wednesday, Dec. 16, the City 
Council is approved the finalization of an 
agreement with Steven Belcher, former 
police chief of the City of Santa Cruz, as 
Interim Police Chief of Pacific Grove.

The position became available when 
Police Chief Vickie Myers notified Pacific 
Grove and Seaside, which had been sharing 
the position of police chief, that she would 
not longer be able to fill the post for both 
cities and would remain with Seaside. The 
agreement between the two cities ended 
Dec. 5, 2015. Myers was honored at the 
Dec. 16 City Council meeting.

Commander Rory Lakind is serving as 
Acting Chief. But as there is no one else 
in a management position with the police 
department, “that cannot be sustained” 
according to city manager Tom Frutchey. 
Thus the need for an interim chief.

Frutchey thanked Lakind for stepping 
in, and pointed out that he had even re-

mained on duty during a 24-hour period 
when illness in the upper echelon of the 
police force necessitated extra duty.

The search is on for a new police 
chief through a recruitment firm, Ralph 
Andersen & Associates. The timing of the 
hiring of the new police chief will be such 
that the new police chief will be selected 
and pass background investigation under 
the new city manager, as current city 
manager Tom Frutchey is leaving to take 
the position of city manager of the city of 
Paso Robles in January, 2016.

Other candidates were interviewed, 
but Mr. Belcher was the city manager’s 
selection as interim chief and the City 
Council concurred.

As a retiree under CalPERS, Belcher 
can only work 960 hours.

Steven Belcher was the Police chief 
of Santa Cruz from 1994-2003 when he 
retired after 32 years in law enforcement. 

Interim Police Chief Steven Belcher

Cedar Street Times
will print

on
December 24,

but will not
deliver on

Christmas Day.
Look for the

12-25-15 issue
on Sat., Dec. 26
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He and two other retired peace officers formed a private law enforcement consulting 
firm called Belcher, Ehle, Medina & Assoc., Inc. to advise municipalities and others on 
various aspects of police organization. He will be asked to perform a comprehensive 
review of Pacific Grove’s police department – its strengths and its challenges.

Belcher holds a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from Cal State University, 
Fresno. He has a master’s from Golden Gate University in San Francisco, and has 
attended the FBI National Academy.

He served as interim chief in Soledad and Marina.
He is no stranger to police departments with problems. After the police officers 

of Asheville, NC voted “no confidence” in their chief, Belcher was hired as interim 
police chief there. He also served as interim chief twice in East Palo Alto, CA and was 
brought in as interim chief to Bell, CA after that department’s chief was fired amid a 
massive corruption case that made headlines nationwide.

The contract between Belcher and the City of Pacific Grove is under negotiation.
The way the City of Pacific Grove is organized, the Chief of Police answers directly 

to the City Manager. Belcher would, when approved, be paid compensation prescribed 
by California Peace Officers Standards and Training (POST).

The City Council meeting of Dec. 16 dragged on until after 11:00 pm., and Belcher 
took a brief break during the discussion on short term vacation rentals to attend a POA 
function and introduce himself to his future officers.

When approved, Belcher should be available to start with the City during the week 
of December 16-23.

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal 
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is 
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is avail-
able at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.

Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Regular Contributors: Jack Beigle • Jon Charron• Scott Dick • Rabia Erduman • 
Dana Goforth • Kyle Krasa • Dixie Layne • Travis Long • Peter Mounteer • Peter 

Nichols • Laura Peet •Jean Prock • Jane Roland • Katie Shain • Peter Silzer • 
Joan Skillman • Tom Stevens • Eli Swanson • Kurt Vogel

Interns: Ivan Garcia, Cole Paris
Distribution: Debbie Birch, Amado Gonzales
Advertising and Promotions: Jolinda Fernhout

Cedar Street Irregulars
Ava, Bella G, Ben, Benjamin, Coleman, Dezi, Gabriel, Jesse, John,  

Kai, Kyle, Jacob, Josh, Josh, Luca, Meena, Nathan, Ryan, Shay

 831.324.4742 Voice
831.324.4745 Fax

editor@cedarstreettimes.com
Calendar items to: cedarstreettimes@gmail.com

website: www.cedarstreetimes.com

Times

Skillshots

Joan Skillman

PBELCHER From Page 1

Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported by Jack Beigle from Canterbury Woods 

Week ending 12-17-15 .........................1.10” 
Total for the season ..............................4.35”
To date last year .................................16.50”
The historic average to this date is  ......5.11”
Wettest year .................................................47.15”
During rain year 07-01-97 through 06-30-98
Driest year ...................................................4.013”
During rain year 07-01-12 through 06-30-13

172 16th Street, Pacific Grove

(831) 372-3524
www.cottageveterinarycare.com

OFFICE HOURS:
 M-F 7:30-6:00  SAT 8:00-5:00  SUN Closed

Like

Providing a full spectrum of 
state of art medical and

surgical services
in our quaint cottage setting

10% Discount
Military, Seniors

and Peace of Mind adoptions*
( * Contact office for full details )

Monterey County’s 
Best Locals’ Menu!

• Parmesan Crusted Chicken •
 • Fresh Catch of the Day • 

• Mile-High Meatloaf •
• Grilled Calamari Steak • 

• Italian Sausage Pasta Saute • 
• Flame Broiled Pork Loin Chop • 

Add a Glass of Draft Beer of House Wine —Just $2.99
Monday—Thursday, 2 Hours Free Parking 

Courtesy of the City of Monterey

www.abalonettimonterey.com

57 Fisherman’s Wharf, Monterey 
Call (831) 373-1851

LUNCH & DINNER$995
EVERY DAY!

Crime Prevention Officers 
Announce Annual Toy Drive

The Crime Prevention Officer’s Association of Monterey County is holding its 17th 
annual Toy Drive.  The toys donated will be distributed to needy children throughout 
Monterey County.

New (unwrapped) toys can be dropped off at the following locations:
California Highway Patrol, 960 E. Blanco, Salinas
CSUMB Police Department, 100 Campus Center, Seaside
Sheriff’s Office- Coastal Station, 1200 Aguajito Road, Monterey
Seaside Police Department, 400 Harcourt Avenue, Seaside
Carmel Police Department, Junipero Street/4th Avenue, Carmel
Presidio of Monterey  Police Department, 4468 Gigling Road, Seaside
Pacific Grove Police Department, 580 Pine Avenue, Pacific Grove
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Be seen by thousands!
Call 831-342-4742

about FYI

Pain
Stress

Fertility
Herbal Rx

Internal Medicine
Therapeutic Massage

Makiko Saiga, Senior Intern

Pacific Grove Acupuncture 
(831) 393-4876

50% off Coupon exp Jan 2016

Acupuncture & 
Pure Herbology

TWO GIRLS FROM CARMEL

HOUSECLEANING SPECIALISTS
Let Us Do The Work For You

(831) 626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

Experienced • Professional
Same Cleaner For A Personal Touch

Bonded • 30 Year Track Record

Lic. #01147233

Adorable cottage/bungalow one block from Lovers Point. 
1 bedroom, 1 bath, 528 sq.ft. Easy walk to town, beach, 
park, restaurants, post office and hiking path to Cannery 
Row and the Aquarium. $599,000

159 Pacific Ave.
Pacific Grove

WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE
Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111
1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)

Mon-Thu 4-9:30PM • Fri-Sat 11-10PM • Sun 12-9:30PM

www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

T he Fine s t  Gour me t  P izza

Winner of the 2010 PG Restaurant of the Year Award

Must present current coupon to get 
discount. Not combinable with other offers.
EXPIRES 01/18/16      

Rain or Shine
2 DAY Home

Xmas Bazaar
December 19TH & 20TH

11:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
134 San Bernabe Dr.

Monterey
(Close to 

Monterey High School)

MANY ARTISTANS...
XMAS BOUQUETS

JEWELERY
GIFT ITEMS

CALL 831.372-7159

Lively Celtic Music to Celebrate 
New License at Juice N Java

Tipperary, a lively traditional Celtic band, will be playing at Juice n Java in 
Pacific Grove on Saturday, December 19, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

This will be a new beginning for Juice n Java, which will be hosting a bar.
Tipperary band members include John Hancock and Shirley Tofte, fiddlers; 

Jan Cornish, banjo and flute; Linda Dryden, guitar and vocals; and Connie Conlee, 
bodhran, guitar and vocals. Celtic music fans: Come out and enjoy! Juice n Java 
is located at 599 Lighthouse Ave.in Pacific Grove.
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Richard “Dick” Trotter passed away peacefully at 
home on December 9, 2015. To Dick, life was an adven-
ture. He had fun exploring and never ceased his explo-
rations. His humor and zest for living were his legacy to 

all around him. 
Richard Herbert Trotter was born in Paines-

ville, Ohio, on August 30, 1924, to Ida Fern Trotter and 
James West Trotter. He had two brothers, James and Dale, 
and one sister, Carol Ann. He grew up in Alcoa, Tennes-
see, in the foothills of the Smoky Mountains where he 
graduated from high school in 1942. Dick enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps at the age of 18 on the first anniversary 
of Pearl Harbor. While in the 78th Fighter Squadron in 
the Pacific, he flew a P51 Mustang named “Luscious 
Lee" after his sweetheart.  He served in the Strategic Air 
Command as a Project Officer on the "Titan 2 Missile 
Program.”  Dick retired from the United States Air Force 
as a Major in 1964.

On August 20, 1946, Dick married Madelyn “Lee” 
Petruso, the love of his life. Dick and Lee had 5 children: 
Richard, Terry, Deborah, Jeffrey, and Cheryl. The family 
moved from Air Force bases ranging from Colorado to 
England, finally settling in Pacific Grove, California, 
in June 1965. Shortly afterwards, they opened Trotter's 
Antiques which remained open for 50 years. They took 
great pride in helping to contribute to the fabric of the 
local community. 

Dick was a longtime member of the Pacific Grove 
Rotary and served as President in 1986-1987. During 
his tenure he was at the helm of the club’s very suc-
cessful campaign for Rotary International’s Polio Plus 
Program to eradicate polio worldwide. He also founded 
the Monterey Bay Golfing Fellowship of Rotarians 
(MBGFR). Dick went on to become the only member 
of Rotary to win Regional, National, and eventually 
the “triple crown” at the International Golfing Fellowship 
of Rotarians (IGFR) Tournament in Portugal in 2002. 

Dick was also instrumental in opening the door for 
women to join the local Rotary Club by sponsoring its 
first female member. 

Golfing was considered to be his second career 
choice! Dick also had a great passion for bowling and for 
many years simultaneously was a standout team member 
in two local leagues.

Traveling with his family and sharing his love of 
adventure was a large part of Dick’s life. His travels 
included trips to Alaska, New Zealand, Australia, Africa, 
Croatia, Scotland, England, Ireland, Spain, Portugal, 
numerous National Monuments, and most recently the 

Grand Canyon, which he rafted down for the second time 
in August, four months before his passing.

Dick was a fervent 49er fan, buying season tickets 
during the late ’70s, eventually becoming the 9th longest 
season ticket holder. He believed the success of the team 
was dependent on the success of the tailgate and his 
enthusiasm was passed on to his children and grandsons.

Dick was a prankster, with a wily sense of humor and 
a love for life that not only infused his family but every-
one around him. He was just fun to be around! He prided 
himself on doing things with family and friends, creating 
memories and thrived on "holding court.” He loved telling 
jokes, reciting favorite poems, sharing humorous stories 
and singing classic songs.

He is survived by his beloved wife Madelyn of nearly 
70 years, son Terry, daughter-in-law Paula, daughter Cher-
yl and her life partner Kate, as well as many loving grand-
children, great grandchildren, extended family, and their 
precious dog “Nappy.” Dick was preceded in death by 
their children Rich, Deborah, and Jeffrey. 

Dick will be missed by all who knew him and will 
always remain in our hearts. He was the kind of person we 
were all fortunate to know as he greatly enriched the lives 
he touched. He was loved and respected and he inspired 
others to embrace life. He was our hero and left the world 
a better place for having lived. The family is comforted 
in knowing that as he begins his new adventure, he will 
"still be buying Green Bananas” as he always liked to say. 

The family would like to thank the Cottages of Car-
mel for greatly adding to the enjoyment of the last year 
of his life; to Hospice of the Central Coast who provided 
compassionate care; and especially to Marilyn, the family 
caregiver, who has been an “angel" in Dick and Lee’s life 
over the past year. 

There will be a viewing on Sunday, December 20 
from 1-5pm at The Paul Mortuary, 390 Lighthouse Av-
enue, Pacific Grove. A Celebration of Dick’s life will be 
held on Sunday, February 7, from 12-3pm at Bayonet 
& Black Horse Golf Course, 1 McClure Way, Seaside.

In lieu of flowers the family requests donations be 
made to Pacific Grove Rotary Legacy Fund,  P.O. Box 
51, Pacific Grove, CA 93950; Bay Area Honor Flight 
Foundation, 809 Laurel Street #53, San Carlos, CA 94970, 
and/or Hospice of the Central Coast, 2 Upper Ragsdale 
Drive, Suite D210, Monterey, CA 93940.

Obituary

Richard ‘Dick’ Trotter

‘Dick’ Trotter Dies at 91
Trotter’s Antiques Was Open for 50 Years

Poetry

Rudolph Tenenbaum

Time and Us
Time is always at our service.
Always sculpting at our surface.

Every change is on time. Time will plan it
On a human face and a planet.

Those grooves, those scars, those craters.
Time is one of the greatst creators.

Look at me. Look at Mars. Look at Venus.
Time and us.

No love lost between us.
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Marge Ann Jameson
Cop Log

12-05-15 to 12-11-15
Vandalism to fence

A section of fence on Del Monte Blvd. was reported to have been vandalized.
Vehicle vs. Bicycle

A bicyclist struck a vehicle. the vehicle suddenly stopped and the cyclist rearended 
it. Both vehicles found to be at fault.

Found dog
a woman brought a dog in to the PGPD that she had found. The dog was returned 

to its owner.
Found marijuana

Subjcts were contacted during a vehicle check on Ocean View Blvd. and found to 
be in possession of marijuana The dope (not the driver) was confiscated and booked 
for destruction.

Drunk and hollering
A drunk man was yelling in public. He was found to be unable to care for himself 

and was booked for public intoxication.
Theft of gorilla

A stuffed gorilla wa reported stolen. It was located on the Rec Trail with the arms 
torn off. Returned to owner sans arms.

Just eating out
Someone reported possible suspicious people in a vehicle parked on Forest. Turns 

out the were just eating dinner and didn’t appear to be involved in any suspicious 
activity.

Any suspicious activity
A generator appeared to have been dropped on school property and reporting 

party thought it might have been staged for theft from the school. The generator was 
secured inside the gymnasium and school resource officer was notified for followup.

Mountain lion - the short version
Report of a bobcat turned out to be a mountain lion. Police, Fire, Fish & Wildlife 

all took part in tranquilizing the catamount and moving her to US Forest land south 
of Carmel Valley.

Mountain lion’s friends out tomcatting
On Dec. 11, 2015, a mountain lion was seen crossing Highway 68 and going into 

Pebble Beach near the SFB Morse Gate.
On Wed., Dec. 11, another mountain lion triggered a trail camera in Santa Cruz 

on Branciforte near Bay Ave.
At least it wasn’t a tattoo

A man reported his on again-off again girlfriend stole his phone and wrote on his 
arm while he was sleeping. The phone was later retrieved in Marina when she threw 
it at him. 

Wandering LOL
An elderly female was found wandering around 2nd St. The reporting party asked 

if she was lost and she said she was. Reporting party took her to the police office where 
her caregiver was notified to pick her up.

Drunk and stumbling around
A person was contacted during a ped check and found to be drunk and unable to 

care for himself. He was taken to Monterey PD and lodged untl sober.
Flat tires lead to drug arrest

A vehicle with two flat tires was checked out on Ocean View Blvd. The person 
inside was sound asleep. They were arrested for drug violations.

The case of the escaped communication device
A woman turned in a communication device that she thought fell off a truck that 

took a corner too fast. She wanted to keep it if the owner wasn’t found, but a little 
handwriting analysis led to the probably owner, who claimed it.

Sir, police don’t give out guns
A man who was convinced that someone was following him requested that the 

police give him a gun. They issued a BOL but not a gun.
More dirty money

Laundry room at an apartment complex was broken into and two machines were 
tampered with. Money was taken from one of them.

More problems with Exes
A man reported that his ex, who has tampered with his car in the past, had cut his 

brake lines. He said that he was afraid for his life.
Uh oh. Unlocked vehicles are back

Person items were taken from a vehicle on Lighthouse Ave. There was no forced 
entry becuse the owner conveniently left the car unlocked.

A woman reported someone rummaged through her unlocked vehicle on Light-
house Ave during the night. Nothing was taken.

Items were reported stolen from an unlocked vehicle on Evans Ave.
When locks don’t work

A convertible top was sliced open while the vehicle was parked in apartment 
parking lot on Lighthouse Ave.

A woman reported that someone tampered with her vehicle overnight and stole 
her sunglasses.

3 bikes stolen, 2 recovered.
Three bikes were stolen from a business on Ocean View Blvd. Two were recov-

ered. They have suspect info.
Breaking up is hard to do

A woman said her ex-boyfriend had created fake online dating personalities about 
her. He admitted it. She’s looking into a restaining order.

Trees not obeying boundaries
A tree on 18th fell into the middle of the road. Public Works arrived on the scene 

and moved the tree.
On Crocker, a tree fell from one yard into the neighbor’s. Tenants, owners, utilities 

and others were all involved in the incident.

Fire Department Toy Drive
The Monterey Fireman’s Association, a nonprofit organization comprised of mem-

bers of Monterey Fire Department, is now accepting donations of unwrapped NEW 
toys for its annual Toy Drive to assist families in need.

Donations will be accepted in marked barrels at all five fire station locations:
Fire Station 1 – 600 Pacific Street, Monterey (corner of Pacific & Madison Streets)
Fire Station 2 – 582 Hawthorne Street, Monterey
Fire Station 3 – 401 Dela Vina Street, Monterey
Fire Station 4 – 600 Pine Avenue, Pacific Grove
Fire Station 5 – 6th & San Carlos Streets, Carmel-by-the-Sea

Suspects Arrested in 
Cannery Row Burglary

On Wednesday, December 9, 2015 at 3:00 a.m., Monterey Police officers responded 
to a report of suspicious persons outside The Giant Artichoke, 711 Cannery Row, in the 
Monterey Canning company building.

Upon arrival, officers discovered the business had been burglarized and observed 
four subjects fleeing the area. Officers created a perimeter and conducted a search, 
locating all four subjects hiding a short distance away. 

Four subjects were arrested: Michael Lopez, 26; Juan O’Brien, 23; Melissa Cana-
les, 20, all from San Jose; and Adina Jimenez, 18, from Morgan Hill. They were each 
booked into the Monterey County Jail for burglary. 

Officers from Pacific Grove Police Department and Seaside Police Department 
assisted with this investigation. 

Anyone with information is asked to call the Investigations Division at 831-646-
3814 or the confidential tip line at 831-646-3840.

Shoppers Beware: Armed 
Robbery at Del Monte Center 

A man used the outdoor Bank of America ATM at Del Monte Shopping Center 
on Thurs., Dec. 10. Once he walked back to his vehicle in the south parking lot of the 
center, he was approached by two female suspects who demanded his wallet. The victim 
handed over his wallet. The suspects then demanded his ATM PIN and the victim refused 
to provide his PIN. One suspect was armed with a handgun who proceeded to strike 
the victim in the head several times with the handgun. Both suspects then fled on foot.

The victim then drove home to Prunedale where he reported the incident at approx-
imately at 5:38 p.m. Monterey Police investigated. The victim was then transported to 
a local hospital for treatment of minor injuries. 

Suspect 1 is a white female, 25-30 years old, 5’6” – 5’8”, medium build, blond 
hair, wearing a white short sleeve shirt, pants, armed with a black handgun. 

Suspect 2 is an African-American female, 20-25 years old, 5’6”, no description 
of  clothing. 

Anyone with information can call the Investigations Division at 831-646-3814 or 
the confidential tip line at 831-646-3840.

Loaves, Fishes & Computers (LFC) 
has been named the non-profit organiza-
tion of the year, in the Human Services 
category, by the Non-Profit Alliance of 
Monterey County.   LFC was recognized 
for its service to the community on Thurs-
day, December 3 at NAMC’s annual break-
fast at the Hyatt Regency in Monterey.

The Non-Profit Alliance of Monterey 
County is an unincorporated membership 
organization representing a range of key 
actors in the nonprofit industry whose 
mission is to increase the capacity and 
collective power of the nonprofit industry 
for the benefit of all people in Monterey 
County.

“LFC is fortunate to be selected a 
Non-Profit of the year.” Said LFC Ex-
ecutive Director, Christian Mendelsohn.   
“It’s an incredible honor indeed, most 
especially because of the hundreds of es-
tablished & well-known Monterey County 
nonprofits.   We’re humbled and honored 
to accept such an award on behalf of LFC 
and our incredible volunteer team, who are 
our very lifeblood.”

LFC has provided more than 1700 
computers (as of 11/2015)  to Monterey 
County low-income individuals, house-
holds, and organizations.  Also, LFC 
volunteers have provided thousands of 
hours of one-on-one computer repairs to 
low-income clients. In addition, LFC has 
trained and exposed thousands of volun-
teers and students to computer repair and 
tech support.

It’s estimated there are over 68,000 
Monterey County residents living at or  
below the poverty line. Without computers 
or regular online access to information, 
low income families often fall into the 
“digital divide.” Unable to buy and/or use 

Loaves, Fishes & Computers named 
non-profit organization of the year

technology that many  employers, schools 
and government institutions have come to 
expect, these  families can fall further and 
further behind.  

LFC takes donated computer equip-
ment, trains volunteers to refurbish 
computers and provide these low-cost, 
complete computer systems to in-need 
residents of Monterey counties. LFC’s 
hope is to keep all people connected to the 
resources, opportunities, and community 
through technology. LFC believes that by 
providing a low-income family or individ-
ual with a ready-to-use computer can help 
them achieve their goals of job searching, 
career advancement, education, or life 
improvement.

Last week LFC donated seven refur-
bished computers to graduates of Ladies 
First, a non-profit organization that builds 
girls self-esteem, leadership and other 
life skills through workshops and by 
opening doors to academic opportunities 
and cultural events.   LFC believes that 
by providing a low-income family or 
individual with a ready-to-use computer 
can help them achieve their goals of job 
searching, career advancement, education, 
or life improvement.

Those interested in supporting the 
work of LFC are encouraged to make a 
monetary contribution through the Mon-
terey County Gives! Campaign at https://
www.montereycountygives.com/nonprof-
it/loaves-fishes-computers/   “Every $200 
we raise this year will help us deliver our 
“Big Idea” to provide our unique, cus-
tomized “DUO” dual-language computer 
at no cost to a qualifying low-income 
family right here in Monterey County.” 
said Mendelsohn.
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Worship Directory

Center for Spiritual Awakening
522 Central Ave. • 831-372-1942 

Central Presbyterian Church of Pacific Grove
325 Central Ave. • 831-375-7207

Chabad of Monterey
2707 David Ave. • 831-643-2770

Christian Church Disciples of Christ of Pacific Grove
442 Central Ave. • 831-372-0363

Church of Christ
176 Central Ave. • 831-375-3741

Community Baptist Church
Monterey & Pine Avenues • 831-375-4311

First Baptist Church of Pacific Grove
246 Laurel Ave. • 831-373-0741

First Church of God
1023 David Ave. • 831-372-5005

First United Methodist Church of Pacific Grove
Worship: Sundays 10:00 a.m.

915 Sunset @ 17-Mile Dr. • 831-372-5875

Forest Hill United Methodist Church
Services 9 a.m. Sundays

551 Gibson Ave. • 831-372-7956 
Rev. Richard Bowman

Jehovah’s Witnesses of Pacific Grove
1100 Sunset Drive • 831-375-2138

Lighthouse Fellowship of Pacific Grove
PG Community Center, 515 Junipero Ave. • 831-333-0636

Manjushri Dharma Center
724 Forest Ave. • 831-917-3969

www.khenpokarten.org carmelkhenpo@gmail.com

Mayflower Presbyterian Church
141 14th St. • 831-373-4705

Peninsula Baptist Church
1116 Funston Ave. • 831-394-5712

Peninsula Christian Center
520 Pine Ave. • 831-373-0431

St. Angela Merici Catholic Church
146 8th St. • 831-655-4160

St. Anselm’s Anglican Church
Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

375 Lighthouse Ave. • 831-920-1620
Fr. Michael Bowhay

St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
Central Avenue & 12 th St. • 831-373-4441

Seventh-Day Adventist Church of the Monterey Peninsula
375 Lighthouse Ave. • 831-372-7818

Shoreline Community Church
Sunday Service 10 a.m.

Robert Down Elementary, 485 Pine Ave. • 831-655-0100
www.shorelinechurch.org

OUTSIDE PACIFIC GROVE
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

800 Cass St., Monterey • 831-373-1523
Pastor Bart Rall

Congregation Beth Israel
5716 Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel • 831-624-2015

Monterey Center for Spiritual Living
Sunday Service 10:30 am

400 West Franklin St., Monterey • 831-372-7326
www.montereycsl.org

Jane Roland
Animal Tales and  
Other Random Thoughts

CATS!

Last night we had the pleasure of 
seeing CATS at The Golden Bough The-
atre. As I watched this wondrous perfor-
mance I thought back on the days when 
I first knew Steven Moorer, the founder 
and Executive Director of Pacific Rep-
ertory Theatre... He was a young actor 
at Children’s Experimental Theatre, in 
which our daughter, Ellen, was involved, 
under the guidance of Marcia Hovick.  
John and I were on the board and created 
the Angels, a fund-raising group. We 
watched Steven mature and become 
one of the stars on the Peninsula. Later 
when I was the Executive Director of the 
Lyceum, he had started his own theater, 
Grovemont, on Hoffman, the site of 
Paper Wing today. Later he expanded 
to downtown Monterey.  Finally he 
recognized his dream. The organization-
al name changed to Pacific Repertory 
Theatre in 1994 when the company 
acquired the historic site of the Golden 
Bough Playhouse in downtown Carmel, 
and announced intentions to establish 
a professional theatre for the region. In 
2001, in order to facilitate an appearance 
by Olympia Dukakis and  in Chek-
hov’s “The Cherry Orchard,” the com-
pany entered into a seasonal agreement 
with Actors’ Equity Association, and as 
a result, it became the only professional 
theater in Monterey County. Looking 
at the playbill I saw many people with 
whom I had been associated in the 
past: Jim Bennett, who I first met when 
we were on the board of the Frohman 
Academy, Dan Gotch, Jennie’s wonder-
ful sixth grade teacher and many others.  
“CATS” has finished its run. If you did 
not see it you missed one of the most 
outstanding events in theater. Those of 
you who choose to spend hundreds (or 
more) to attend professional offerings in 
the cities of the world are missing oppor-
tunities to witness the future. “CATS” 
was filled with felines (yes, they were), 
the dancing, the singing, costumes and 
sets were superb and a friend who went 
with us, a man who has been involved in 
the profession for years, was astounded. 
It was a remarkable, wonderful evening.  

Cats!  There are those who adore 
them, those who hate them, few are am-
bivalent. One of the first books I read or 
was read to me was Rudyard Kipling’s 
“The Cat Who Walked By Himself” 
from “Just So Stories.” All creatures 
were wild, but woman tamed man and 
all of the wild animals, except cat who 
said “Nenni!, I am the Cat who walks by 
himself, and all places are alike to me. I 
will not come.” Eventually, with bribes, 
Cat condescended to enjoy the cave, but 
he was still his own “Cat.”  TS Elliott, in 
“Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats” 
said:

The Naming of Cats is a difficult matter,
It isn’t just one of your holiday games;
You may think at first I’m as mad as a 
hatter
When I tell you, a cat must have THREE 
DIFFERENT NAMES.
First of all, there’s the name that the 
family use daily,
Such as Peter, Augustus, Alonzo or 
James,
Such as Victor or Jonathan, George or 
Bill Bailey--
All of them sensible everyday names.

He continued the poem, discuss-
ing the importance of giving cats three 
names, and from this delightful romp 
came the hit musical “CATS.” Eugene 
Field wrote of the Gingham Dog and 
Calico Cat in “The Duel,” and Dr. Seuss 

has entertained generations with “The 
Cat in the Hat.” I could spend the entire 
column discussing books and poems 
about cats, but this is not an essay.

I have discussed with friends felines 
and how often they are named for peo-
ple, friends or famous individuals. We 
had a Joe Montana (no Steve Young yet), 
Reggie Jackson, Molly Malone, Michael 
Crawford, and now Toby McGuire and 
Samson (because our pup, Delilah, came 
first.)  Cats are owned by no one; they 
do not serve at your pleasure but deign 
to provide you with their company. They 
are instinctive and sensing that some-
one doesn’t care for them, impose their 
presence, as if to say “I am Cat, I will 
tame you”.

I find cats fascinating and delightful, 
some not as nice as others but all are 
mercurial. One day Mike and Joe spotted 
a gopher which ran behind a pot.  From 
the first sighting until the end of the day 
they took turns guarding the rodent until 
finally one of them trapped it, and go-
pher remains garnished our patio.  Mike 
was my cat and left the family room in 
the morning to run around and jump into 
bed with me. The day he died (old age, 
but tragic) we were given a kitten. He 
slept in the family room, but the first day 
he was let out, he ran around the house 
into the window and leapt into the bed. 
Joe became enraged when we adopted 
Toby and left home, but not far, just next 
door to the Flavins, and later, across the 
street (to the Clemens, remember the 
story of Bruiser Joe?), but most of them 
stay home and will find their way back if 
lost. Here’s to the cat, long may he walk 
by himself, if he comes home.

Remember Paper Wing Theatre 
will present “Avenue Q,” opening on 
Dec. 26 at 8:00 p.m., continuing through 
January 10.  Fridays and Saturday nights 
and Sunday matinees at 3:00 p.m.  We 
have seen it twice and will go again.  
Not because son, Jay, is one of the 
puppet masters, but because we enjoy it 
thoroughly.  Get your tickets soon, it has 
sold out every year.

I no longer send Christmas cards. 
My handwriting is too poor, never great, 
but having arthritic hands has made 
things worse. My artists, Jennie and Jus-
tin, now have careers. However, know 
that we love you all and wish you a 
blessed holiday season. From John, Jane, 
Annie, Toby and Sammy.

Jane Roland manages the AFRP 
Treasure Shop at 160 Fountain Avenue in 
Pacific Grove. Gcr770@aol.com 

.
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Photos by Peter Mounteer

Beautiful weather and an enthusiastic crowd made 
for a successful event.
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Natural Healing 
on the Monterey Peninsula

Dr. Jacquelyn van Deusen-Byrd, DAOM, LAc

Natural Healing 
for Holiday Stress

Pain
Stress

Fertility
Herbal Rx

Internal Medicine
Therapeutic Massage

Pacific Grove Acupuncture 
(831) 393-4876

Holiday Specials!

Acupuncture & 
Pure Herbology

The holiday season is upon us here on the Monterey Coast, with all of its fun, ex-
citement, and yes, stress. Whether we are with family or friends, the holidays can be a 
stressful time as we try to juggle home, education, social, and religious activities. Stress 
can be debilitating, and unfortunately, lead to medical conditions that can impinge on 
the holiday mood and activities. When we let go of stress, or how we view stressors 
(e.g. holiday travel, work, finances, family, health), both our emotional and physical 
health increases. Let’s see if we can embrace the holiday spirit, while improving our 
outlook this season.

Stress hazards commonly include an increase in blood pressure and chronic pain, 
aggravation of existing mental disorders, fatigue, and a lowered immune system. 
According to the American Psychological Foundation, an unfortunate 54 percent of 
Americans indicate stress is a significant factor in their lives. The WHO, World Health 
Organization, advises us that stress-related travel (e.g. holiday flight delays, change in 
climate and diet) can adversely our immune systems, lowering resistance to disease 
and potentially exacerbating existing depression or mental illness.

The good news? Avoiding stress hazards is relatively easy, especially if we plan 
ahead and make small life style changes now. If you are prone to stress, Mindful Med-
itation and CBT (Cognitive Behavior Therapy) may provide relief. By learning how 
to self-adjust our thinking and perception, we can manage our reactions to perceived 
negative events, social interactions, and trauma - another wonderful aspect of natural 
healing. Our environment may not change, but we have changed, and begin to feel better. 

Stress can also be relieved by physical activity, natural healing. Many of us drop 
our normal exercise during the holidays, losing the benefits of cardiovascular exercise, 
weight management, and the endorphin release which increases our sense of well-be-
ing and happiness. Exercise during the holiday stress provides an outlet for pent-up 
emotions and tension in the body (headaches, muscular pain, fatigue). Mild stretching 
and meditative exercises (e.g. yoga, pilates, qigong, tai chi) can enhance your health at 
home or in the gym, while fitting into a busy holiday schedule. Because you are taking 
care of yourself, you feel better and will tend to eat in a healthy manner.

Here at Pacific Grove Acupuncture, we focus on natural healing, both complemen-
tary and alternative to allopathic medicine. Our senior doctors and interns are available 
to work with you over the holidays.  Take advantage of our holiday specials, and give 
us a call, (831) 393-4876.  

Dr. Jacquelyn van Deusen-Byrd is a Doctor of Oriental Medicine, and Califor-
nia-licensed acupuncturist and master herbalist.  She is also a Professor of Herbology 
at Five Branches University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, San Jose, CA.  Makiko 
Saiga is a senior intern of Traditional Asian Medicine and Acupuncture, and skilled 
massage therapist.  You can reach either Dr. Jacquelyn or Makiko at Pacific Grove 
Acupuncture (831) 393-4876, www.pacificgroveacupuncture.com.

Ph: 831-643-2457 • Fax: 831-643-2094

www.ElderFocus.com 
2100 Garden Road, Suite C • Monterey

jkd@ElderFocus.com • Vicki@ElderFocus.com

• Licensed Professional Fiduciary
• Certified Care Manager
• Conservatorships
• Special Needs Trusts
• Health Care Agent
• Professional Organizing

Care Management & Fiduciary Services
Jacquie DePetris, LCSW, CCM, LPF

Vicki Lyftogt, CLPF

We are proud of the reputation
we have earned.

MaryNina Hill
36 Years of Service

Our vision is to be recognized as the most 
professional, ethical and highest quality 
funeral service provider on the Monterey 
Peninsula. We always go the extra mile 
in helping people. We are committed to 
offering the highest level of service by always 
listening and responding to the needs of 
those we serve.

390 Lighthouse Avenue, PG
Call 831-375-4191

or visit
www.ThePaulMortuary.com FD-280

Tree Removal After Lawsuit has Neighbors Upset
By Peter Mounteer

Some Pacific Grove residents living 
around the golf course are not very happy 
with the recent removal of six eucalyptus 
trees from the fifth hole overlooking their 
properties on Jewell Avenue, saying the 
removal and its consequences poses a 
threat to their property values.

The trees were removed from the 
course as a result of a settlement between 
the city and several residents living imme-
diately next to the fifth hole, who claimed 
the trees, which were showing signs of 
structural damage, posed a direct threat 
to their properties if they should become 
so weak they would fall down. Per the 
settlement agreement and resulting from 
the removal, the city is required to put up 
sufficient netting in the place of the trees 
to prevent wayward golf balls from going 
through the windows of those homes im-
mediately next to the golf course. The nets 
are what the property owners on Jewell 
Avenue primarily object to, with many 
stating the erection of nets will obscure 
their ocean view and reduce the value of 
their homes.

At a meeting of the Golf Links Advi-
sory Committee on Wednesday last week, 
several residents of the neighborhood 
voiced these concerns. Among them was 
Lita Messina, who took time off of work 
to attend the GLAC meeting and owns 
a home overlooking the area of the golf 
course where the trees were removed, took 
issue with the netting.

“I wanna know how that’s going to be 
determined. What type of fencing? How 
high it’s gonna be? How far it’s gonna go 

down because that’s gonna affect the value 
of our properties,” Messina stated during 
the meeting. 

Speaking of the way the plaintiffs, 
Robert Morelli, Marion Trenton-Morelli 
and Nancy Dalton, secured the agreement, 
via action “in court,” Messina said she 
thought this was fundamentally unfair to 
others in the neighborhood.

“I know those people won the agree-
ment, going through court, and I don’t 
think that that’s right to any of the other 
residents on Jewell Avenue that were never 
noticed that this was going to happen,” 
Messina said. “So I don’t think that’s prop-
er. I think we should have been noticed that 
this was happening and we should have a 
voice in it.”

Head of the City’s Planning Depart-
ment, Dan Gho, stepped up to the podium 
following Messina’s comments to assure 
the committee that the City had done its 
due diligence regarding the trees on the 
golf course. The city has been monitoring 
10 eucalyptus trees since 2008, remov-
ing four of them in 2012 for “structural 
deficiencies” according to Gho, who also 
mentioned the city council made the de-
cision to “proceed with the removal of the 
trees” in a closed session. 

Gho said that though he has met with 
contractors to put up netting where the 
trees were, no plan exists yet as to exact-
ly what type of netting would be there, 
though options were discussed.

“Today was the first initial conversa-
tions that we had with him [Judge] about 
what type of netting we should put up, I’ve 
asked him to give me options of netting 
adjacent to the chain link fence similar to 

what we already have there on the fifth 
hole behind the cypress trees,” Gho said. 

Options include extending that netting 
that’s already there and and expanding it 
the length of the run where the trees were 
and also putting up what Gho called “bal-
lard style” netting similar to what already 
exists there, which are a series of laterally 
oriented single nets that “provide some 
means of protection to the residents within 
the monarch pines community.” 

Gho also promised forthcoming infor-
mation on the costs associated with various 

netting proposals as well as drawings for 
the netting. 

“I will put it into staff report and 
present it to city council if it is above the 
city managers authorization to present 
the work which is above $35,000, if its 
above $35,000 it will go to city council 
and they will weigh in about the contract 
and finalizing up the agreement at that 
point members of the public will have the 
opportunity to address the city council 
with their opinion.”

Gho said members of the public were 
not invited to address the council about 
the matter of the trees as it was an “active 
litigation” measure, active litigations are 
not discussed in public forum with the city 
as they are confidential.

Following Gho’s comments Messina 
reiterated her frustration with the confi-
dentiality of the process that led to the 
tree removal.

“I just don’t agree with what [Gho’s] 
saying that because it was closed sessions 

that we weren’t allowed to be notified that 
might be, the council, the way they handle 
things, but I don’t think anything like that 
should be secret when it pertains to our 
livelihood and the value of our property,” 
Messina said. “I just don’t agree that we 
weren’t noticed of anything, if we were 
noticed we would have been here arguing 
our position…but when we know nothing 
of whats going on until its in the paper and 
the trees are going down and the netting 
is going up, that’s what really frustrating 
to me.”

The committee expressed understand-
ing of Messina’s concerns but cautioned 
that because the city council made the 
decisions associated with the tree removal 
they are the appropriate body to which 
Messina and other residents should voice 
their concerns, which Messina said she 
would do.

Pacific Grove resident Luke Coletti 
expressed support for the eucalyptus 
removal and clarified that the trees were 
not located in the coastal zone, meaning 
the California Coastal Commission need 
not be involved.

Gho did not immediately return phone 
calls requesting an update on what type 
of netting is being considered for the area 
where the trees were removed.

No plan exists yet as 
to exactly what type 
of netting would be 
there. 
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Sally Baho

From Post Cards to Recipes

Pelamushi: Georgian Grape Juice Pudding

A Georgian courtyard of 
grape vines

It was just on the outskirts of Tbilisi, 
Georgia that I discovered my love of Con-
cord grape juice. 

We were in Tbilisi doing field re-
search on the role of women in various cul-
tures but being a closet food scholar, I was 
fascinated by the food - the ingredients, the 
presentation, the preparation.  Everywhere 
we went, I would touch, taste, smell the 
food, and buy snacks to taste the flavors 
of Georgia.  Food tells a story and it was 
that story I was trying to understand, while 
not speaking Georgian or Russian (the 
second language in Georgia, thanks to the 
former Soviet Union).  It was autumn and 
the signs of preserving the harvest were 
all around us – fruit laid out to dry in the 
arid sun and basketfuls of grapes awaiting 
their destiny in liquid form.  

We had arranged for a driver to take 
us to our next destination, Yerevan, Arme-
nia’s capital but thanks to a bureaucratic 
snafu we found ourselves back in Georgia 
having driven to the border of Armenia 
and sent home as our driver, Goergi had 
an expired passport and the Armenians 
would not let him cross the border. Feeling 
awful for having messing up our plans, he 
insisted that we stay with his Aunt Jema 
who would have us overnight.  The next 
day he would take us again. We arrived 
at the house and Jema gave us a tour, it 
was a crooked two story building with 
a courtyard covered in grape vines. She 
showed us to her guest room - she of 
course thought my colleague and I were 
mother and daughter, a common mistake 
made while on our travels – and had 
pushed the beds together.  We did not want 
to embarrass her and so did not correct her 
and slept together in a queen “sized” bed.  

Georgia is Old World and you can 
really feel it.  There is a deep-rooted 
culture that is prevalent in every aspect 
of life and especially in the food, food 
preservation is common, pickling and 
drying, curing and jamming.  Georgi – our 
driver and self-appointed tour and culture 

guide – told us that the very common food 
churchkhela (nuts strung on a string and 
then dipped in a thickened fruit juice) was 
eaten by warriors in the past as it had a 
lot of energy (calories) and didn’t spoil, 
a couple churchkhela would be enough 
calories for the day while a soldier was 
out away from home.  

Jema effortlessly prepared lunch and 
after a long, leisurely meal with homemade 
wine – that, despite being stored in a re-
purposed 1 liter water bottle, was served 
in the most fine of Czech crystal glasses – 
taught me how to make pelamushi (a sweet 
Georgian grape pudding).  We first boiled 
the Concord grape juice in a battered pot.  
She poured me a small glassful so I would 
remember the taste and be able to find the 
right grape once back home. Next, we 
added cornmeal and stirred constantly so 
it wouldn’t get lumpy.  I recognized the 
method, it was like the cream of wheat my 
mom had taught me to make when I could 
just see over the stovetop.  Jema instructed 
me to lay a few walnut halves on saucers 
and she poured a little bit of the pudding 
on each saucer to cool.  

We sat around the table and ate the 
pelamushi along with homemade chacha 
a Georgian brandy.  Thank God we had 
the sweet pudding to cut the burn of the 
brandy! 

Pelamushi Recipe
4 parts Concord grape juice
1 part cornmeal 
Walnut halves 
In a saucepan, bring the Concord 

grape juice to a boil.  Once the juice is 
boiling, lower the heat and slowly add 
the cornmeal, stirring constantly so as to 
avoid lumps.  

Place the walnut halves in the bottom 
of a bowl or serve with the walnuts on 
top.  Enjoy! 

Churchkhela and other fruits 
hung to dry in a shop in Tbilisi.  
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Otter Views
Tom Stevens

Holiday Book Ideas

Books occupied much of my year, 
so here are a few suggestions for readers 
on your gift list. These are in paper, but 
all should be available digitally. Format 
is secondary; main thing, keep reading!

Non-fiction
A Kim Jong Il Production. Just as 

Hitler dreamt of building a millennial city, 
North Korea’s late Supreme Leader was a 
frustrated film producer. So frustrated, he 
kidnapped South Korea’s top director and 
actress and set them to work. Paul Fisch-
er’s true-life account is as adventuresome 
and grotesque as the monster movie they 
made. 

Cool Gray City of Love. Bay Area 
newsman Gary Kamiya loves to wander 
the hills, valleys and waterfronts of San 
Francisco. In this collection of 49 “views,” 
he brings the city vividly to life, penning 
colorful vignettes of people, neighbor-
hoods and history. Delightful.

Humans of New York. From the 
other coast comes this remarkable project 
by photojournalist Brandon Stanton, who 
spent three years documenting everyday 
New Yorkers. His portraits and interview 
excerpts reveal a unique gift for reaching 
the hearts of his subjects. 

Dancers Among Us. Seeing profes-
sional dancers on stage is a privilege, but 
when they pop up in elevators, shower 
stalls, railroad yards, crosswalks and biker 
bars, it’s head-spinning fun. Photographer 
Jordan Matter captures the world’s best 
dancers in weirdly unfamiliar settings. The 
end notes are as remarkable as the images.  

Lights Out. While terrorism carried 
out by guns and suicide vests rivets the 
world’s attention, former TV newsman 
Ted Koppel explores cyber war’s vaster 
threat. His vision of a hostile shutdown of 
America’s energy grid should be required 
reading for U.S. policymakers. 

The Sixth Extinction. New Yorker 
science writer Elizabeth Kolbert delivers 
a fascinating history of earth’s five previ-
ous extinction events and the current one. 
Each segment reads like a mystery story, 
replete with discoveries, personalities, and 
life-and-death controversies. 

Detroit. As told by a passionate insid-
er, this closeup of a great American city’s 
descent into chaos and corruption is a dark 
masterpiece of investigative journalism. 
Author Charlie LeDuff’s love for his home 
town is evident on every page, as is his 
mounting anger. 

1963: Year of the Revolution. Read-
ers of a certain vintage will enjoy this 
cheeky collection of photos and interviews 
from swinging London. Set on the eve of 
The Beatles’ breakout, author Robin Mor-
gan tells how a barber, a fashion designer 
and a party girl toppled an empire. 

Fiction
The Remedy for Love. You wouldn’t 

think a “beach book” could take place in 
a 100-year blizzard, but this one works. 
Bill Roorbach’s page-turner is part sur-
vival story, part romantic clash, and all 
the way fun. 

The Free. Writer Willy Vlantin was 
a lucky find for me. This beautiful, bit-
tersweet novel of the unsung heroism of 
“ordinary” people belongs on the same 
shelf with Steinbeck, Dennis Johnson and 
Annie Proulx.

Narrow Road to the Deep North. 
Richard Flanagan’s novel details the Bur-
ma Road enslavement that made an intro-
spective Australian surgeon an unwilling 
World War II hero and a philandering 
husband thereafter. This one fully deserves 
its Booker Prize. Dark, poetic and brilliant.

The Good Lord Bird. If Mark Twain 
had written a picaresque novel about the 
abolitionist John Brown, it would read 
like this. James McBride narrates Brown’s 
doomed, tragic-comic quest through the 
person of an 11-year-old black boy who 
dresses as a girl to escape discovery. An 
artful blend of satire, racial history and 
hilarity.

World Gone By. Dennis Lehane 
concludes the Boston gangster trilogy that 
started with The Given Day. Now settled in 
post-war Tampa, consigliere Joe Coughlin 
foresees the mob’s forced exit from Cuba 
while revisiting episodes from his own 
past. Deep and haunting.

The Water Knife. What if the west 
really does run dry? Paolo Bacigalupi 
imagines a take-no-prisoners legal and 
paramilitary war for the Colorado River’s 
dwindling flow. Las Vegas and Los An-
geles are merciless and well-armed. Poor 
parched Phoenix is hell on earth.

Red Sorghum. At once soulful and 
salty, Mo Yan’s award-winning tales of 
Chinese villagers in the 1930s and 1940s 
are as richly pictorial as a gilded screen. 
Peopling his China with bandits, gamblers, 
soldiers, lovers and gritty farmers, Mo Yan 
rivals Tolstoy and Dickens.

The Bees. Laline Paull’s unique 
adventure takes place in a bee 
colony, and all her characters are 
bees or wasps. With robust humor 
and pacing, Paull gives readers a 
bee’s-eye view of a world imper-
iled from without by herbicides 
and from within by political 
rivalries. Intense. 

Arts and Entertainment. 
Rivalries also enliven Chris Be-
ha’s timely comedy of a mediocre 
actor’s lust for fame. Using social 
networks, the actor makes a Faus-
tian bargain to get his wish, then 
lives to regret it. 

For the kids
Mix It Up; Fortunately the 

Milk; The One and Only Ivan; 
The Day the Crayons Came 
Home; Beautiful Legos; Wonder. 

The following is adapted from 
Mayor Bill Kampe’s speech at the 
retirement ceremony for outgoing 
coutmaster Dave Randall.

Dave Randall retired  from his 
role as Scoutmaster at a ceremony at 
Chautauqua Hall, where Troop 90 has 
met for many years.

Dave served as Scoutmaster from 
2006-2015, which is a tremendously 
long time to support weekly meetings 
and activities. Prior to that he sup-
ported BSA Pack 126 locally from 
2001-2006. Both of his sons went 
through Troop 90 and achieved Eagle 
Scout rank.

Dave has shepherded many of our 
local youth through the program to 
the rank of Eagle Scout. To date with 
Troop 90 he has accumulated more 
than 106 camping trips encompassing 
316 nights in the wilderness and 81 
hikes covering 1400 miles with Scouts 
in tow.

He will stay on with Troop 90 as 
an Assistant Scout Master and has been 
asked by the Boy Scouting organiza-
tion to serve as a District Chairman.

Troop 90 can trace its local roots 
back to the early 20th century and a 
chartering document from October, 
1917 requesting charter for “Troop 1” 
which was later reorganized as Troop 
90. The troop has claimed to be the old-
est BSA troop west of the Mississippi, 
with newspaper clippings to back up 
the claim.

“Through the decades since, 
Troop 90 has amassed a tremendous 
record of service to the community and 
the encouragement and development 
of many fine young men locally.”

The incoming Scoutmaster is 
Craig Whiteside. Whiteside is a profes-
sor at the Naval Postgraduate School. 
He was a career Army infantry officer,  
and was himself an Eagle Scout. He 
graduated from West Point and has 
a doctorate in political science. He is 
married (to Jackie) and has four chil-
dren: A daughter at UCLA, a daughter 
at Pacific Grove High School, a son at 
Pacific Grove Middle School, and a 
3-year-old, Max.

Whitewide has been the assistant 
Scoutmaster in the troop for two years.

The passing of the flag ceremony in-
volved a number of Scouts,including this 
Eagle Scout candidate, Hugh Hudson.

Dave Randall receives congratulations from Jeff Hylink (left).

Incoming Scoutmaster Craig White-
side.

Dave Randall, right, with Patrick Bishop, 
the chairman for awards and recognition.

Did you do something outstanding?
Have your Peeps email our Peeps at

editor@cedarstreettimes.com

Outgoing Scoutmaster Honored
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Artisana Gallery
Eco-Friendly, Fair Trade Holiday Gifts

Felt Ornaments, 2016 Calendars
40 Local Artists & more

612 Lighthouse Ave. • 655-9775

Artisana Gallery
Eco-Friendly, Fair Trade Holiday Gifts

Felt Ornaments, 2016 Calendars
40 Local Artists & more

612 Lighthouse Ave. • 655-9775

309 Forest Ave., Pacifi c Grove
831.372.1388

imagineartsupplies@gmail.com

Art Supplies for a Creative 
Community

Butterfly By the Sea
623 Lighthouse Ave. 

(between 17th & 18th)

“Pacific Grove’s one stop shop 
for all things Butterfly”

Also visit Butterfly Botanicals, 
our side garden, 

for your holiday table needs

Hours: 10-4 831-402-3011

Gift Shop

8 9

3

5

7 1   

4

2

6

Home for the Holidays

299 Grand Ave. • 375.7474

FREE ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY &  
SATURDAY EVENINGS

 Excellent Holiday Wine & Champagne Selections

•  Santa Lucia Highlands Wines 
10% off purchase of 4 or more

• Craft Beer
• Single Malt Scotches
• Gift Bags
• Deli Sandwiches

Celebrate the Holidays!
Craft Beer
Single Malt Scotches
Excellent Holiday  
Wine & Champagne 
selections
10% Off 4 or more 
bottles of  wine 

318 Grand Ave. • 831-375-4322

Gifts 
for the 
bicyclists
in your life

WINNING WHEELS
BICYCLE SHOP

318 Grand Ave. • 831-375-4322

• Bicycles
• Components
• Service

• Accessories
• Gifts for riders in your life

Merry Christmas!
We thank you for
your business

WINNING WHEELS
BICYCLE SHOP
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17
TH

Elegant Gifts 
from

Fat 
Willy’s 

Antiques

831-801-9553 • 590 Lighthouse 

Thurs-Mon 
10 AM - 5 PM

or by appointment

 

Taft & Teak 
 

Hardwood Furniture & Home Décor 

Come in for some great last minute  
gifts, toys and Holiday decorations! 

 

Beautiful Ornaments & Holiday Décor  
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James Karasek, 2012 PGHS graduate, has recently finished his 

fourth season of college football, being awarded “2015 Outstand-
ing Defensive Lineman.”

 As a starting Defensive End playing football for Mercyhurst 
University out of Erie, PA, this makes James’ fourth defensive 
MVP award for three different football teams:

Mercyhurst University
• 2015 Football Outstanding Defensive Lineman
• Two year starter, Defensive line, Long snapper

Monterey Peninsula Community College
• Team MVP award, Captain, Most outstanding Defensive Lineman
• Northern Cal Region III first team defense
• Two year starter, Defensive line, Long snapper

Pacific Grove High School 
• Max Preps California Division IV All-State 2nd Team
• Monterey Herald All Monterey County team selection
• Team MVP award (two years), Captain (two years)
• MTAL Lineman of the Year (two years)
• MTAL First Team Offense/Defense Lineman (two years)
• Three year varsity starter, Defense, Offense, Long snapper

James Karasek – Three time award winner
Gentrain Looks at Water in January Lectures at MPC
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Previous editions of  
Cedar Street Times

can be found at 
www.cedarstreettimes.com 
under the tab “Back Issues”

www.bermudezfamilyfunerals.com 
 

Introducing… 
The new and only family-owned 
cremation and burial provider 

on the Monterey Peninsula.

Located in Old Downtown Monterey 
475 Washington St., A 
Monterey, CA  93940 

FD -2266

Nick Bermudez, former General Manager of Mission Mortuary in 
Monterey and Mission Memorial park and Seaside Funeral Home 
and Ronald Siebe, former owner of the The Paul Mortuary in 
Pacific Grove, have joined together to offer our community 
affordable cremation and burial services.  family owned has 
special meaning to the residents of the Peninsula and we are 
 proud to offer over 75 years of combined experience to our 
neighbors.   

Direct Cremation 
$1,495 

Complete 

Traditional Funeral 
Package 
$2,995 

Casket and sales tax not included 

Available 24/7 

831-324-0404
Nick Bermudez, Owner 

FDR 1639 Ronald Siebe 
FDR 490

*We honor all 
preened contracts 
written at other 

funeral providers.  
we do the transfer 

for you.

Family owned 
means: 

You save thousands 
of dollars while 

receiving the best 
service compared 
to the over-priced 
corporate out of 

state owned 
funeral providers. 

A few sample offerings:

Steve Covell, president of the Pacific Grove Rotary Club Legacy Fund hands 
a check to Gil Ruiz, head baseball coach at PG High School.
The Legacy Fund is an arm of the Rotary club that contributes funds to various 
projects in Pacific Grove. The Legacy Fund contributed $2,700 to the PGHS 
Baseball fund to resurface the baseball diamond at the high school. Other proj-
ects the PG Rotary Legacy Fund has recently funded include buying tricycles for 
Forest Grove Elementary School and new sound equipment for the Performing 
Arts Center at PG Middle School. 

Rotary Helps Resurface Baseball Diamond Breaker of the Week
Will Return

After
Winter Break
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Early data from Western Monarch 
Thanksgiving Count suggests a small in-
crease in butterfly numbers in some parts 
of the overwintering range.

But populations of monarch butter-
flies are still far below historic numbers.

First reports from monarch overwin-
tering sites in California surveyed during 
the Xerces Society’s Western Monarch 
Thanksgiving Count suggest that 2015 
may have been a better year for the belea-
guered monarch butterfly in the western 
United States. The overall population size 
is still far lower than it was in the 1990s, 
when more than one million butterflies 
were counted.

The surveys indicate that sites north 
of Santa Cruz are hosting more butterflies 
than previous years, whereas sites in Mon-
terey, San Luis Obispo, and Santa Barbara 
Counties are reporting fewer numbers of 
butterflies on average. Several new sites 
have been reported, including some from 
Marin County with up to 10,000 monarchs. 
The data is not yet available for Santa Cruz 
County and southern California.

“The count data that our volunteers 
are now sending in give a first glimpse at 

the number of monarchs overwintering in 
California,” said Sarina Jepsen, director of 
the Xerces Society’s endangered species 
program. “We’re happy that numbers 
seem to be higher at some of the northern 
California sites that have been surveyed, 
but monarch populations have not yet 
recovered in the western U.S.”

Monarchs from as far away as Idaho 
and Arizona converge on tree groves along 
the California coast to spend the winter. 
Because most monarchs from the western 
United States are clustered together on 
the coast, an accurate assessment of the 
health of western monarch populations 
is possible.

The Xerces Society’s Western Mon-
arch Thanksgiving Count began in 1997 
and is the longest running effort to monitor 
overwintering monarchs in California. 
The count happens during a three-week 
period centered on Thanksgiving. Biolo-
gists, land managers, and citizen scientists 
visit overwintering sites year after year to 
monitor the butterflies. This year, more 
than 85 volunteers surveyed over 130 sites. 
A complete analysis of the 2015 Western 
Monarch Thanksgiving Count will be 

available in late January 2016.
“It is exciting to begin to get a picture 

of how many butterflies are arriving to 
spend the winter,” said Candace Fallon, 

The Bellwether Thanksgiving Count:
More Monarchs but Still Less Than Historical Numbers

Xerces Society Optimistic But Still Urge Care
count coordinator for the Xerces Society. 
“Volunteer efforts such as this are critically 
important to understanding the status of 
western monarch butterflies.”

Please note that these data are not final and are subject to change as we 
receive additional data sheets. A finalized version of the data will be released 
later this winter.

Western Monarch Thanksgiving Count Data 1997-2014

Less monarchs 
in Pacific Grove 
than last year

The monarchs have returned to Pa-
cific Grove’s Monarch Sanctuary for the 
2015-2016 winter season, but in fewer 
numbers. 

More than 24,000 monarchs were 
observed during last year’s Thanksgiv-
ing count, which observes monarchs at a 
number of Monterey County locations. 
This year, just over 11,000 butterflies 
were recorded by volunteers with the Pa-
cific Grove Museum of Natural History 
- less than half from the year before.

That doesn’t mean their population 
has declined, however, only that they 
aren’t making it easy to be counted. 
According to the Xerces Society, a non-
profit organization that protects wildlife 
through the conservation of invertebrates 
and their habitat, monarch populations 
might be seeing a small increase, but in 
other areas, such as north of Santa Cruz 
and new locations found in Marin Coun-
ty, where more than 10,000 monarchs 
were recently counted.

“We’re happy that numbers seem 
to be higher at some of the northern 
California sites that have been surveyed, 
but monarch populations have not yet 
recovered in the western U.S,” said 
Sarina Jepsen in a recent news release. 
Jepsen is director of the Xerces Society’s 
endangered species program.

Allison Watson, education programs 
manager with the Museum, said there 
are a number of ways to help western 
monarchs as they travel their migratory 
route. Planting milkweed is recommend-
ed for areas more than 10 miles from an 
overwintering site. 

“In the Monterey Peninsula, people 
can help monarchs by planting native 
flowers,” Watson said. “This not only 
helps monarchs dealing with summer 
habitat loss, but also helps with climate 
change by taking more carbon out of our 
atmosphere.”

While this year’s numbers are lower 
than the year before, they are closer 
to the 2013-2014 Thanksgiving count, 
which recorded approximately 13,420 
monarchs in Monterey County. The 
year before that, a total of 10,790 were 
recorded. For more information, visit 
the Museum’s website at http://www.
pgmuseum.org/monarchcounts.

Column #62
Sidebar to Homeless in Paradise
To run Friday 12-18-15

Case for warming shelters 
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Legal Notices
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME:

Petition of JEE UN CHONG
Case No. 15CV000277

Filed NOVEMBER 17, 2015. To all interested persons: Petitioner JEE UN CHONG filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing name as follows: present name MARCUS LAMONT BERLINSKY to proposed 
name MARCUS LAMONT HEWITT. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter shall 
appear before this court at the hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, why the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. Any person objecting to the name changes described above must file a written objection 
that includes the reasons for the objection at least two court days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and 
must appear at the hearing to show cause why the petition should not be granted. If no written objection is timely 
filed, the court may grant the petition without a hearing. Notice of hearing date: JANUARY 8, 2016 Time: 9:00 
AM Dept. 15.  The address of the court is: Superior Court of California, County of Monterey, 1200 Aguajito 
Road, Monterey, CA 93940. A copy of this Order To Show Cause shall be published at least once each week for 
four consecutive weeks prior to the date set for hearing on the petition in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: CEDAR STREET TIMES. DATE:  November 17, 2015 Judge of the Superior 
Court: Thomas W. Wills. Publication dates: 11/27, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18/15

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No. 20152382

The following person is doing business as LAUB'S 
COUNTRY STORE, S/W corner San Carlos & Ocean 
Ave., Carmel, Monterey County, CA 93921:  LAUB 
AMERICA CORPORATION, 108 Arboleda Lane, 
Carmel Valley, CA 93924. This statement was filed 
with the Clerk of Monterey County on December 2, 
2015. This business is conducted by a corporation. 
Registrant commenced to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names listed above on 
6/12/72. Signed: Eddene C. McNamara ,CFO.
Publication dates: 12/11, 12/18, 12/25/15, 1/1/16

 City of Pacific Grove 
Annual Notice of Vacancies 

BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 
The City of Pacific Grove is seeking applications for the following Boards, Commissions and Committees for 
vacancies that currently exist and/or terms that expire January/February 2016. For a complete description of the 
purposes and meeting schedule of each of the available Boards, Commissions, and Committees, please visit the 
City’s website at http://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/boards 
• Administrative Enforcement Hearing Officer Panel (5) 
• Architectural Review Board (5) 
• Economic Development Commission –General Business Owners (1); Citizens at large (2) 
• Golf Links Advisory Commission (4-hospitality/business owner/manager) 
• Historic Resources Committee (7) 
• Museum Board (2) 
• Beautification and Natural Resources Committee (4) 
• Planning Commission (1) 
• Recreation Board(2) 
• Traffic Safety Commission (4) 
Appointees must be registered Pacific Grove voters, except for the Economic Development Commission. 
Applications for these vacancies will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 11, 2015. Interested 
persons may pick up an application at the City Clerk’s Office, 300 Forest Avenue or a copy may be download-
ed from the City’s website at: http://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/sites/default/files/forms/city-clerk/applica-
tion-app-boards-commissions-12-14-09_0.pdf Further information may also be obtained by contacting the City 
Clerk at (831) 648-3181 or by emailing cityclerk@cityofpacificgrove.org 
Publication Dates 11/13/15 TFN

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20152401

The following person is doing business as ROBINA'S 
ORGANICS, 1700 Old Stage Rd., Salinas, Monterey 
County, CA 93903:  ROBINA BHATTI-HAUGE, 
1911 Chennault Ct., Marina, CA 93933 and EVAN 
HAUGE, 1911 Chennault Ct., Marina, CA 93933. 
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey 
County on December 4, 2015. This business is con-
ducted by a married couple. Registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 11/26/15. Signed: Robina 
Bhatti-Hauge.
Publication dates: 12/11, 12/18, 12/25/15, 1/1/16

Legal Notices

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No. 20152420

The following person is doing business as GRAV-
ITY WINE HOUSE, 28275 Alta Street, Gonzales, 
Monterey County, CA 93926:  SLH FARMS, A 
CALIFORNIA CORPORATION, 28275 Alta Street, 
Gonzales, CA 93926. This statement was filed with 
the Clerk of Monterey County on December 8, 
2015. This business is conducted by a corporation. 
Registrant commenced to transact business under 
the fictitious business name or names listed above 
on 12/1/15. Signed: Mark Pisoni, President.
Publication dates: 12/18, 12/25/15, 1/1, 1/8/16

 

The following person is doing business as STRIVIN 
FOR A BUCK ENT., 1744 Lasalle Ave., Seaside, 
Monterey County, CA 93955:  DARREL G. SO-
SLAND, 1744 Lasalle Ave., Seaside, CA 93955. JOE 
G. KLOTZ, 517 11th St., Pacific Grove, CA 93950. 
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey 
County on December 14, 2015. This business is 
conducted by co-partners. Registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on N/A. Signed: Joe Klotz and 
Darrel Sosland
Publication dates: 12/18, 12/25/15, 1/1, 1/8/16

A Holiday Wish
By Senator Bill Monning

During the holiday season it is easy to become overwhelmed with errands and 
tasks that are inherently linked to this time of year, such as shopping for gifts, bak-
ing, and visiting family and friends.

However, it is important to remember that there are members in our community 
who do not have the means to purchase gifts for their children, who struggle to put 
food on the table even though they work full-time, or may not have a home for the 
holidays.  

It is my holiday wish that during this holiday season people slow down and 
remember those who are less fortunate than themselves, as well as try to give of 
themselves to others.  

Generosity does not need to be monetary.  Spending time with those you value 
and love is one of the most important gifts you can give.  The act of giving yourself 
is a meaningful and powerful experience and simple acts of kindness can warm the 
heart more than any gifts.  

My family and I volunteer locally year round and I encourage you to volunteer 
during this holiday season.  The joy that it brings us is incredibly rewarding and a 
powerful reminder of the meaning of the season.  

I wish you and those you love a peaceful and happy holiday season and a 
healthy and fulfilling 2016.   

This Holiday Season, Military Families 
Need Support
Editor:

Most troops have returned home from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Fewer than 10,000 U.S. soldiers remain in Afghanistan, down from a peak of more 

than 100,000 in June 2011. Only about 3,000 remain in Iraq, down from more than 
166,000 in October 2007. 

But life isn’t necessarily back to normal for service members and their families.
While we have fewer troops on the ground, we’re still covering the skies and the 

seas. Our naval presence is as high as it’s been for decades. Turmoil in the Middle East, 
Europe and the Asia-Pacific has our military in a state of constant readiness.

All that adds up to this: Times are not getting easier for the men and women of the 
military and their families. They need our support today as much as ever. And as we 
enjoy the holiday season, we should remember this fact. 

The demands on our servicemen and women remain high, and I’m not just talking 
about those who are forward-deployed. Anyone who has served at home knows that 
stateside duty is demanding in its own right. 

When you’re overseas, you’re expected to miss birthday parties, graduations and 
anniversaries.

Your family understands why you’re not there.
But when you’re back home, your family expects you to be around, even though 

much of your time is still not your own. The schedule is strenuous, the hours are long 
and you’re often focused on preparing for the next deployment.

You get a few hours to rest, then it’s back to work. Your family still needs you 
-- and you need them -- but your obligation to the service is ironclad. 

Civilians have taken to calling this work-life balance. Military families have long 
known it simply as the way life is.

I bring this up because while we rightly praise the service and sacrifices that millions 
of servicemen and women have made for our nation, we rarely give enough credit to 
the families. They’re the ones who help service members stay resolute.

Veterans and their families deserve our support and resources. It’s too easy to ignore 
the many sacrifices that these families make each day. 

Fortunately, policymakers -- including military veterans, by no coincidence -- have 
come through on this front.

Child development centers help young military families make ends meet. Base 
housing eases the stress of frequent moves. First-rate medical care helps keep service 
members and families healthy. And access to counseling -- whether before deployment 
or after -- helps families work through their demanding lifestyle.

Even seemingly little things matter, like the cheaper groceries at on-base com-
missaries.

Continued government support helps, but it isn’t enough. Private-sector programs 
for veterans and their families help fill the gap.

At my firm, Raytheon, we recently pledged $10 million over five years to fund 
scholarships for veterans through Student Veterans of America, along with educational 
support for military families through Boys & Girls Clubs of America.

There is still more we can all do. We should collectively advocate across public 
and private sectors to increase support for our service members and veterans. 

We must make clear to our servicemen and women that our commitment to them 
and their families is unwavering.

Rick Hunt, Vice Adm. USN (ret.)
Retired U.S Navy Vice Adm. Rick Hunt is vice president of the Raytheon 

U.S. Business Development organization.

Your Letters

Opinion

Familiar Faces: New Funeral 
Establishment Opens in Monterey

New family owned funeral establishment opens in downtown Monterey.  Bermu-
dez Family Cremations and Funerals owner Nick Bermudez(former General Manager 
of Mission Mortuary in Monterey and Mission Memorial Park and Seaside Funeral 
Home, Seaside) has joined with Ronald Siebe (former owner of The Paul Mortuary in 
Pacific Grove) to provide affordable cremation and burial services. Bermudez Family 
Cremations and Funerals is the only family owned provider on the Monterey Peninsula. 
Others are corporate owned with home offices are in Houston, TX and Orlando, FL.

For more information please contact Bermudez Family Cremations and Funerals 
at 831-324-0404 or visit at 475 Washington St., A, Monterey, CA  93940.  Online info 
also available at www.bermudezfamilyfunerals.com 

Monterey Library Will Digitize 
Old Monterey Newspapers

Historic Monterey Newspapers on Microfilm Now Being Digitized Monterey 
Public Library’s holdings of Monterey newspapers on microfilm from 1846 – 1930 
are currently being digitized and will be unavailable until approximately the end of 
January 2016. The digitized newspapers will be stored on a cloud host server where 
they will be accessible online from anywhere with an Internet connection. Searching 
will be faster, can be done by date, name, and event, and there will be adjustable tool 
for optimizing image quality for both text and photos.

The $10,000 project was funded by the City of Monterey. It will not include Pacific 
Grove newspapers of the era, but rather will be almost exclusively the Monterey Herald.

If you have questions, please call the Library Help Desk at (831) 646-3933.
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The City of Monterey has been 
awarded a grant from the California 
Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) to im-
plement a year-long program of traffic 
safety education and public awareness. 
The City of Monterey will use the 
funding as part of the City’s ongoing 
commitment to keep our roadways safe 
and improve the quality of life through 
education, enforcement and engineer-
ing. The Transportation Engineering 
Staff, in partnership with the California 
Office of Traffic Safety, kick started 
a year-long Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Safety Program on Nov 17, with goals 
focusing on reducing the number of 
bicyclists and pedestrians in traffic 
collisions.

The City is committed to support-
ing and promoting alternative modes 
of transportation such as bicycling and 
walking. In 2013, the City developed 
and adopted a Multi-Modal Mobility 
Plan. The result of this effort promotes 
biking and walking in lieu of driving. 
Because more people are choosing to 
commute by walking and biking, this 
OTS grant provides valuable safety 
education

The grant will fund the devel-
opment of age-appropriate education 
programs that will increase awareness 
of traffic rules, rights and responsibil-
ities. These programs are developed 
to be attractive and interactive in an 
effort to truly impact students with the 
traffic safety messages imparted. At the 
elementary school level, parents and 
teachers are drawn into the program 
as active role models and mentors in 

Monterey Gets Grant for Traffic Safety Awareness
traffic safety. The City will conduct 
presentations and workshops in an effort 
to build students’ skills. Additional 
outreach efforts will include programs 
targeting the senior population along 
with a multicultural approach addressing 
safer driving and walking behaviors. The 
City will also use the grant funding to 
purchase necessary educational materi-
als. In addition, the grant will cover the 
purchase of over 300 bicycle helmets 
and other safety equipment for distribu-
tion to school age children.

Traffic safety programs hinge on 
a combination of enforcement, engi-
neering and education to be successful. 
While the City of Monterey is diligent 
in providing traffic enforcement by the 
Police Department and traffic engineer-
ing solutions, this OTS Grant fulfills the 
education portion of traffic safety in the 
City of Monterey. This program will en-
hance the safety of all users in our City.

Bicycle and pedestrian fatalities are 
rising in California as more people use 
these non-motorized means of transpor-
tation. In 2013, California witnessed 701 
pedestrian and 141 bicyclists killed that 
year, together amounting to nearly 29 
percent of all roadway deaths. A national 
study reveals that pedestrians and drivers 
do not obey laws and signals consistent-
ly and many often use cell phones while 
walking or driving. Only 60 percent of 
pedestrians said they expected drivers 
to stop when they were in crosswalks, 
even though they have the right-of-way. 
Therefore, the Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Safety Program will set out to remind 
everyone – drivers, bicyclists and pedes-

trians – to be attentive, avoid distrac-
tions, and follow traffic laws, especially 
at intersections.

Funding for this program is provided 
by a grant from the California Office of 
Traffic Safety through the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration.  

The following safety tips can save 
lives:  

Bicyclists:
• Wear properly fitted bicycle helmets 

every time they ride.  
• Riders are considered vehicle operators; 

they are required to obey the same rules 
of the road as other vehicle operators - 
including obeying traffic signs, signals, 
and lane markings.  

• When cycling in the street, cyclists must 
ride in the same direction as traffic.

• Bicyclists should increase their visibility 
to drivers by wearing fluorescent or 
brightly colored clothing during the day, 
and at dawn and dusk.  

• To be noticed when riding at night, the 
law requires a front light and a red 
reflector to the rear.

• Use hand signals so drivers, cyclists, 
and pedestrians know what you’re 
going to do.  

Pedestrians:
• Be predictable. Follow the rules of the 

road, cross at crosswalks or intersec-
tions, and obey signs and signals.  

• Look left-right-left before crossing a 
street.

• Walk facing traffic and as far from traffic 

as possible if there is no sidewalk.
• Pay attention to the traffic moving around 

you.  
• Make eye contact with drivers as they ap-

proach. Never assume a driver sees you.
• Wear bright clothing during the day and 

reflective materials (or use a flashlight) 
at night.

Drivers:
• Look out for pedestrians, especially in 

hard-to-see conditions such as at night 
or in bad weather.

• Slow down and be prepared to stop when 
turning or entering a crosswalk where 
pedestrians are likely to be.

• Stop at the crosswalk stop line to give 
drivers in other lanes an opportunity 
to see and yield to the pedestrians too.

• Be cautious when backing up – pedes-
trians, especially young children, can 
move across your path. See www.saf-
ercar.gov/parents/backover.htm  

• Be courteous; ‘Share the road’ with 
bicyclists - allow at least three feet of 
clearance when passing bicyclists.

• Look for cyclists before opening a car 
door or pulling out from a parking 
space.

• Yield to cyclists at intersections and as 
directed by signs and signals.  

• Be especially watchful for riders when 
making turns, either left or right.

In order to include everyone in the 
enjoyment of safe walking and bicycling, 
keep attentive for updates about upcoming 
events and information regarding traffic 
safety efforts.  

By Judy Avila

Today we hear so much talk 
about immigration reform and 
many pros and cons about this 
complicated issue. Everyone has 
an opinion, but it’s hard to really 
understand unless you have expe-
rienced the waiting and agonizing 
over the fate of your life simply be-
cause you wish to live in the United 
States—but you didn’t happen to 
be born under the Stars and Stripes 
and you don’t have legal status. It 
makes you wonder if we are all 
created equal.

I was one of those people who 
entered the United States with a 
“Visitor Permit” for a six-month 
stay. Once I was here, at the age 
of 16, I realized the opportunities 
I could have. The most important 
one was going to school. I had 
not been in school since I was 12; 
at the time, the Portuguese had a 
dictatorship form of government 
that allowed only children to go to 
grammar school for free. After age 
12, schools charged tuition, and my 
parents could not afford schooling 
for us. My father was a carpenter 
and what he received in pay barely 
kept enough food on the table for 
our family. 

What were my options once 
I landed in America? First of all, 
I started taking night classes for 
non-English-speaking people, and 
a few months later I registered at 
Pacific Grove High School. We 
asked for an extension on my visa, 
and I was granted a few more 
months. My uncle and aunt, who 
were American citizens and with 
whom I was living, started adop-
tion proceedings when they were 

advised that there was a possibility I 
could stay as their daughter. However, 
after much paperwork, red tape, and 
a lot of expense, we were informed 
by the Immigration Office that they 
didn’t recognize adoption for children 
over 14 years of age as a way to gain 
legal residence. However, through that 
process I gained parents (and legal 
guardians) in the United States, which 
certainly was a plus for me.

Now what? Back to our lawyer 
and state senator Fred Farr, who had 
been handling my case from the be-
ginning. After much thought and re-
search, Senator Farr decided to intro-
duce a bill in Congress on my behalf. 
It was called HR 2128, and it asked 
special permission for me to stay in 
the United States. Now all we could do 
was wait and pray this bill would pass. 
Many neighbors, friends, and teachers 
wrote letters on my behalf in support 
of this bill. They all pointed out that 
I was a deserving person and a good 
student, and that I had a good family 
to take care of me. About six months 
later we received the much anticipated 
news. My bill had passed! It had been 
approved and signed by Charles M. 
Teague, M.C., who was our Congress-
man in the House of Representatives 
at the time (around 1959). I was now 
a legal resident of the United States. 
Five years later I became an American 
Citizen, sworn in at the San Francisco 
Supreme Court in 1965.

Not very many people are as 
lucky as I was, especially nowadays, 
and I will forever be grateful to those 
who gave me the opportunity. We 
hope that many of the deserving 
people who yearn to be part of this 
country will have a fighting chance 
to live in the United States.

Judy Avila
Pacific Grove

Forever Grateful 
For Opportunities to Change Immigration Status

Scott Dick 
Monterey County Association of Realtors

Money Matters
Source: Bustle

Millennials are projected to number 
75.3 million for 2015, surpassing a project-
ed 74.9 million for Baby Boomers. Mil-
lennials will therefore comprise a greater 
percentage of the population than Baby 
Boomers for the first time. Howmuch.net 
conducted a survey to gain insight into 
the saving habits of this age group. Since 
millennials are growing as a percentage of 
the population, their savings and spending 
habits will increasingly have a major im-
pact on the overall economy.

More than 50 percent of millennials 
have less than $1,000 in savings. This 
would indicate that most millennials do 
not have a cushion to fall back on in case 
of an emergency, not to mention the funds 
for a down payment on a home.

The survey found 56.3 percent 
of millennials earning $25,000 to 

Study Finds Majority of 
Millennials Have $1,000 or Less 
in Savings

$49,000 had less than $1,000 in sav-
ings. This compared with 31.2 percent 
of those earning $75,000 to $99,999. 
Among those earning $100,000 to 
$149,000, 14.8 percent had savings of 
$5,000 to $10,000.

Also, 14.3 percent of those with 
savings of $10,000 to $20,000 were those 
millennials with incomes in excess of 
$150,000, the highest percentage in that 
range of savings.  

For a gender comparison, 56.7 percent 
of females have less than $1,000 in savings 
as compared to 46.5 percent for males.

Notably, 57.6 percent of respondents 
from the ages of 18 to 24 have less than 
$1,000 in savings. This compared to 47.1 
percent of those from the ages of 25 to 34.

For savings of $1,000 to $5,000, 19.6 
percent of respondents from 18 to 24 had 
savings in this range, compared to 16.6 
percent of those from 25 to 34.

Hone Your Storytelling Skills 
at the Monterey Library

The Monterey Public Library will present a monthly “Storyteller’s Studio” begin-
ning Monday, January 4, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m., in the Library Community Room. Serious 
storytellers are invited to come and practice the art and craft of the oral tradition with 
support from peers. Adult storytellers are invited to participate. 

The Library is located at 625 Pacific Street, Monterey.   For more information call 
(831) 646-3949 or email mccombs@monterey.org.   
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By Patricia Hamilton

and Joyce Krieg

Tracing the Deepest Roots of a Family Tree
When most of us think about putting 

together a family tree, we assume our 
research will take us back a few hundred 
years at the most. After that—unless we 
happen to be descended from royalty—the 
written records are scarce or non-existent 
and the genealogical trail will peter out

Or so we think.
Today, amazing strides in DNA 

research enable us to trace our family 
heritage far beyond Ellis Island, beyond 
the Mayflower, beyond even the Siberian 
land bridge, to the very dawn of civiliza-
tion itself. From 2016 all the way back to 
15,000 BCE—all in a few drops of saliva!

In this week’s “Keepers of Our Cul-
ture,” Patricia Hamilton shares the latest 
in her saga of self-discovery:

A Journey of 17,000 Years 
Back in Time

My cousin researched our Griswold 
family line from the present day back to 
500 A.D. To augment and complete the 
work that many in my family have done 
on several family lines, I’ve commissioned 
two anthropologists—Drs. Alexis Bunten 
and Siamak Naficy—to unearth my hidden 
history from my ancient ancestral roots 
17,000 years ago to today.

Names and exact dates are not avail-
able of course, but through their analysis 
of my maternal genome (DNA), scien-
tific research into epochs of history, and 
informed conjecture, I will be able to 
construct a linear line describing where 
my ancestral families lived and what their 
lives were like, from ancient beginnings to 
the present. This exciting augmentation to 
my family’s history is the perfect building 
block to finishing my memoir.

The adventure begins this coming 
Sunday, when I fly to Paris, France, to 
embark on my first Heritage Cultural Tour.

From the Basque Country 
to Dordogne, France

My ancestral journey begins January 
5, 2016, in magical Cantabria, a lush 
region of northern Spain, where jagged 
mountains meet the sea. The genetic muta-
tion that distinguishes the women carrying 
my “V” genetic signature took place here 
about 17,000 years ago. This is where my 
line of female ancestors begins. You may 
remember “Vi,” the reconstruction of a 

Magdalenian woman dressed in furs to 
survive the harsh ice age climate, from a 
previous “Keepers of Our Culture” col-
umn. I carry her ancient genome, and it’s 
her footsteps I’ll be walking in.

Approximately 15 percent of the cur-
rent population of Cantabria, Spain, shares 
my ancestral genes through an ancient 
Paleolithic past. I’ll be visiting archeolog-
ical and natural history museums, similar 
to our PG Natural History Museum, with 
exhibits of ancestral tools and dioramas of 
living conditions. I’ll learn about ancient 
daily lives and their hardships and chal-
lenges. What will it feel like to greet the 
living relatives in person, to chat with them 
at a café, to mingle amidst them in shops, 
and to pass them by on the sidewalks? I 
can’t wait to find out!

Following the itinerary Alexis and 
Siamak have prepared for me, I’ll walk the 
sands of the beaches where my ancestors 
walked, set foot on the mountainous steps 
and valleys where they hunted, and lay my 
head down in the caves where they slept.

As I trace tribal migrations, I’ll make 
my way to Dordogne, France, known as 
“the capital of prehistoric Europe.” Here 
I will explore the caves where Vi might 
have lived and try my hand at “hunting and 
gathering.” I plan to spend a day touring 
the countryside and visiting one of the 
local chateaus.

I’ll finish my adventure following 
my ancestors’ footsteps January 15 on a 
regional tour. As I speak with local farmers 
and vintners, I will learn about their special 
relationship to this place, and along the 
way, gain a deeply personal appreciation 
of the land that was home to my ancestors.

Future Heritage Cultural Tours
This tour is one of several that will 

be personalized for me. When my family 
tree genealogy, which I have traced back 

through several generations, is combined 
with the genetic information, which these 
scientists have traced forward from ancient 
roots, I will have a linear accounting of 
details of family life about my most distant 
relatives through the centuries to myself: 
from northern Spain through France, to 
northern Europe, across to North America, 
from east to west coasts, to me, here today 
in Pacific Grove, California.

I will have a multi-leveled, composite 
portrait of my entire family beyond record-
ed human history: their genetic influences, 
their societies, how they lived, and the 
challenges they endured.

My complete Heritage Cultural Tour 
itinerary is posted on keepersofourculture.
com. Sign up to Follow and receive stories 
during my journey.

Our Nature and Nurture Together
When I combine ancestral informa-

tion with the stories I’ve written about 
my own life experiences, family traits and 
tendencies—so-called genetic predispo-
sitions—will emerge. A more interesting, 
informative, and colorful portrait of my 
own life will come into focus.

As we know now, it’s not “nature ver-
sus nurture,” but “nature and nurture” that 
determines who we are. Nature is defined 
as what’s in our genetic code (DNA), and 
nurture is defined as the traits, knowledge, 
and personality quirks we acquire during 
our particular life experiences.

David Brooks, in his book “The So-
cial Animal,” defines five major influences 
that determine who we are: DNA, family, 
cultures we live in, education, and reflec-

tion. With my genetic analysis and my 
stories, I’ll have a comprehensive self-por-
trait, similar to those of Harold and Erica, 
the fictional couple Brooks describes.

To write our life stories about nur-
ture—and ignore nature—leaves half a 
legacy.

Benefits to Our Families
Writing one’s memoirs has been prov-

en to be the most important thing we can 
do for our families. Life stories increase 
self-esteem and optimism, help all of us 
gain new insights for self-understanding, 
and experience the power of being heard. 
And looking back at one’s life leads to 
good feelings about going ahead.

I’m extremely fortunate to include 
this element of DNA analysis to under-
score and amplify these benefits. I’m 
grateful for the work of Alexis and Siamak, 
who are pioneers in DNA analysis, which 
so far has been dominated by study of 
DNA’s impact on health issues.

Spit Party in Pacific Grove
Want to find out more about DNA and 

family history? In the new year, Alexis and 
Siamak will be offering their services to 
the public, starting locally with a “Spit 
Party” in Pacific Grove to collect DNA 
samples. At this seminar, Drs. Bunten 
and Naficy will share the benefits of DNA 
analysis, explain how genetic data can best 
be interpreted using the scientific tools on 
hand, and share personal stories of reve-
lations revealed through DNA discovery. 
You’ll send off your own sample of saliva 
for preliminary DNA analysis services and 
get your questions answered. To reserve a 
space, and to follow Patricia’s complete 
Cultural Heritage Tour, go to Keeperso-
fOurCulture.com.

Patricia Hamilton is the owner of 
Park Place Publications, 591 Lighthouse 
Ave #10 here in Pacific Grove, offering 
creative and dependable writing and 
publishing services since 1982. For de-
tails, contact Patricia at publishingbiz@
sbcglobal.net.

Cantabria, Spain, 
where Patricia’s Cul-
tural Heritage Tour 
will begin

Prehistoric paintings on the walls of Cueva Covalanas, where 
Patricia’s earliest ancestors lived.

The picture-perfect Château de Beynac in the Dor-
dogne region, known as the “prehistoric capital of 
Europe.” 

The Gentrain Society of Monterey Peninsula College is sponsoring two free 
public lectures in January, 2016. For additional detail and illustrations please see the 
Gentrain website.

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 
Gentrain Society Lecture: Drought and Desperation: 

New State Mandates and the Monterey Peninsula
Monterey Peninsula College Lecture Forum 103

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Free; MPC Parking $2.00

Information: www.gentrain.org ; info@gentrain.org ; 372-0895
Dave Stoldt and Stephanie Locke, General Manager and Water Demand Man-

ager for the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District respectively, will speak 
on the multi-year drought conditions that have led to four Emergency Orders by Cal-
ifornia’s Governor and new State-wide mandates. Learn about the weather patterns 
and problems associated with warming state-wide temperatures, and explore the 
possible local impacts if this winter’s El Nino rainfall does not materialize. 

Wednesday, January 20, 2016 
Gentrain Society Lecture: The Life and Legacy of Isadora Duncan: 

A Revolution in Aesthetics Through Dance
Monterey Peninsula College Lecture Forum 103

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Free; MPC Parking $2.00

Information: www.gentrain.org; info@gentrain.org ; 372-0895

Lois Flood, solo dancer and founder of Diablo Dance Theater, will perform the 
stunning classical dances of the legendary Isadora Duncan. Duncan (1877-1927) in-
troduced a revolutionary way of expressing universal human emotions, ranging from 
the dramatic and lyrical to the heroic, creating a beautiful expressive dance based 
on natural movements. Music by Chopin, Schubert and Gluck will accompany these 
historical dances, choreographed by Isadora and passed on to Lois by the second 
generation of Duncan Dancers. Lois will include a narrative describing Isadora’s 
many new ideas in Art and Politics. 

Gentrain Programs for January
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El Niño Weather Watch
Storm-survival tips from Sandbags to Sand City  

Part Seven

Wanda Sue Parrott

Homeless in Paradise
(Weather fore-

casts predict the Monterey Peninsula will be hard hit by 
El Niño conditions this winter, with potential flooding and 
frigid temperatures that could be deadly for unsheltered 
persons. What is being done to provide shelter and ser-
vice if dire predictions materialize? This series explores 
foul-weather aid for everyone.)

The recent storm zapped my television set. Living 
without television this week has been challenging.  If El 
Niño weren’t predicted to fully arrive next week and last 
a month or longer, the loss of TV would be great. 

I might use the quiet time to read the stack of un-
finished books on my bedside table; however, since the 
Monterey Peninsula is predicted to undergo flooding, 
mudslides, downed trees, and power outages, having no 
TV weather news right now isn’t a good idea. 

What’s true for me is also valid for residents of oth-
er low-lying areas, such as Carmel Valley (which has a 
record of flooding) and Sand City. Neither community re-
sponded to my recent storm-watch questionnaire seeking 
information on where residents should go in emergencies 
that leave both houseless residents, as well as property 
owners and tenants, temporarily homeless.

Pacific Grove, Monterey and Seaside responded and 
their emergency disaster information appears in recent 
editions of this column. So, where does that leave those 
communities that didn’t reply, starting with the stretch of 
coastline that doesn’t really seem much like a bonafide 
city, but is one? 

Sand City: land along the strand of sand
Sand City, which occupies less than two miles of 

land along the strand of oceanside sand north of Monte-
rey and south of old Fort Ord, is replete with mayor, city 
council, and police department, but no fire department 
or public  schools.

It has been a city since its incorporation on May 30, 
1960, at which time it was mainly industrial, known for 
mining sand once-renowned as “the finest of all sifted 
sand in the world.” Today its unofficial reputation is “lo-
cation of the highest per-capita income of any community 
in the country.”

It’s not that the 400 or so official residents of Sand 
City are rich, since the 2010 census showed the majority 
at poverty-or-below level of income; it’s that revenues 
generated by its two shopping centers rake in gadzillions 
of dollars.

Known today for its employment of about 3,000 
people, and its daily attraction of between 40,000 to 
50,000 shoppers, Sand City is not reputed to be the 
chosen home of drifting homeless persons. But home it 
is to those who vanish from view as they pitch tents or 
roll up in sleeping bags during temperate weather, only 
to reappear with sunrise.

Where do the drifters and panhandlers, the drug-ad-
dicted veteran, the old woman with her dog—and oth-
ers—go during inclement weather?

The Salvation Army is a refuge where meals are 
served and some transitional housing is available. I could 
find no actual emergency shelter or warming shelter listed 
for Sand City. In my opinion, this needs to be rectified.

Disaster relief for Sand City and Del Rey Oaks
My call to the Red Cross to confirm disaster-relief 

shelter locations for both Sand City and Del Rey Oaks 
was not returned by press time, so this advice is pre-
sumed appropriate for both communities:
Oldemeyer Center, 986 Hilby Ave., Seaside

Boys & Girls Club, 1284 La Salle Ave., Seaside
Seaside High School, 2200 Noche Buena St., Seaside
Comprehensive facts are available from both the Seaside 
and Monterey websites, which have emergency disaster 
preparedness programs posted online at:
City of Monterey: www.monterey.org/stormcenter .
City of Seaside: http://ci.seaside.ca.us/index.aspx-
?page=445 and http://ci.seaside.ca.us/index.aspx-
?page=445 .

Carmel, Carmel Valley, Pebble Beach, 
Monterey County and beyond

Neither Carmel/Carmel Valley nor Pebble Beach 
responded to my questionnaire, but a friend who lives 
in Pebble Beach will be picking up free sandbags from 
the nearest fire department and affirms that “the bags are 
heavy, weighing more than 8 pounds each.” 

Reporter Kelly Nix says in the current edition of The 
Carmel Pine Cone that Carmel’s public works director, 
Rob Mullane, outlined numerous winter storm prepara-
tions the city has completed, including cleaning out storm 
drains and gutters.

Also, the public works department has sandbags for 
businesses and residents of Carmel. No mention was made 
of homeless persons, emergency- or warming-shelter 
locations. For such details, contact the Red Cross: 831-
624-6921.

Mike Niccum, general manager of the Pebble Beach 
Community Services District (PBCSD) did not respond 
to me, but told the Carmel Pine Cone it has a list of Del 

Monte Forest residents, including the elderly, who might 
need assistance during storms. In power outages, attempts 
are made to reach them by phone; if unsuccessful, at-
tempts are then made to visit them.

At the other end of the peninsula, Marina did not 
respond, either. For details about Marina’s emergency 
disaster preparedness visit: http://www.ci.marina.ca.us/
index.aspx?NID=218 

 A helpful El Niño preparation list, that includes 
excellent instructions for filling and laying sandbags, 
appears on the Pebble Beach website at www.pbcsd.org. 
The only thing missing is instructions about where to go 
in case emergency shelter is needed. For more information 
call 831-373-1274. 

The website advises keeping a battery-operated radio 
handy so you can access weather news if your TV loses 
its memory like mine did in last week’s storm. 

Or, why not use your e-equipment to access news 
straight from the experts, the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Association Weather Service?  They’re online 
at http://www.wrn.noaa.gov/mtr .  

The day El Nino’s precursor raised 20-foot waves in 
Pacific Grove and zapped my Comcast program, an old 
bag lady stood by her plastic-draped shopping cart at a 
Sand City corner. Clad in plastic poncho and old wornout 
wet boots, she stood immobile as cars went by,  going 
nowhere because she had nowhere to go.

And Great Spirit whispered words of a wise Native 
American as I passed by in my warm, dry car: “Judge 
not until you have walked a mile in the other person’s 
moccasins.” 

I could not have stood there like a carved wooden 
female statue of Poor Old Kalijah frozen in the wind and 
rain. Could you?

(Thus ends this 7-part series. Thanks to those who an-
swered my questionnaire. Good news is that the long-ne-
glected topic of warming shelters was on the agenda at 
Monterey City Council’s meeting on Tues., Dec. 15. Stay 
tuned as further details unfold!  )

Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at amykitchenerfdn@
hotmail.com or leave a message at The Yodel Lady at 
831-899-5887.

Case for warming 
shelters won 
by dead men

 While inclement weather was 
killing my Comcast last Sunday, advocates for 
public warming shelters were preparing argu-
ments to give at Monterey’s city council meeting 
on Tues., Dec. 15.

Two homeless men beat them to it.
Sometime between Sun. night and Mon. 

morning, they froze to death in the 500 block 
of Munras Ave., Monterey.

More details will be released after the 
sheriff concludes investigation of the case won 
by the men who proved warming shelters are 
needed across the peninsula whether El Niño 
is a hit or miss.

Carmel’s Harrison Memorial Library receives 
National Award from the Library Journal

The City of Carmel-by-the-Sea’s Harrison Memorial Library has been honored by  the Library Journal with a 
prestigious national Star Library award, which only a small percentage of public libraries in the United States receive.

Carmel received the award based on the magazine’s Index of Public Library Service, which compares public 
libraries in the United States with their spending  peers based on circulation, library visits, program attendance and 
public Internet computer use.  This was the second year in a row that Carmel received this  award.

“We are very pleased to be given this honor,” said Janet Bombard, the Library and  Community Activities Di-
rector for Carmel-by-the-Sea.  “It reflects the great  support that the library receives from our City Council and City 
Hall, the tireless efforts by the Carmel Public Library Foundation, the dedication of our patrons who  help make the 
library a special place, and the diligent work of our dedicated staff.”

Carmel-by-the-Sea Mayor Jason Burnett said, “It’s great that others are  recognizing what we in Carmel have 
long known.  We are very fortunate to have  one of the country’s best libraries due in large part to the great partnership 
between  the library and the library foundation.”

Carmel was one of only 261 public libraries in the country so honored out of 7,663 U.S. public libraries that were 
evaluated.  The honors were announced in the November issue of the Library Journal.  The survey is sponsored by 
Baker & Taylor’s Bibliostat. Scores on the Library Journal Index are produced by measuring the relationships  between 
each library’s statistics and the averages for its expenditure category.

Harrison Memorial Library is located at Ocean Avenue and Lincoln Street with the  library’s Park branch at 
Sixth Avenue and Mission Street. 
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CLEANING

TWO GIRLS FROM CARMEL
PHONE: 831-626-4426
EXPERIENCED • PROFESSIONAL • BONDED

ENTERTAINMENT

Call 831-238-5282
www.montereybaybelles.blogspot.com

FLOORING/WINDOW COVERING

AREA RUGS • CARPET • CORK 
• HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • VINYL  

UPHOLSTERY • WINDOW COVERINGS

Home Town Service Since 1979

GRAND AVENUE
FLOORING & INTERIORS

WWW.GRANDAVEFLOORING.COM
831-372-0521

CA Lic # 675298

PETS

CONSTRUCTION

WINDOW CLEANING

MORTUARY

THE PAUL MORTUARY
FD-280 

390 Lighthouse Avenue · Pacific Grove 
831-375-4191 · www.thepaulmortuary.com 

INC.

ATTORNEY

JOSEPH BILECI JR.
Attorney at Law                      

Wills/Trusts/Estates; Real Estate  
Transactions/Disputes; Contract/ 

Construction Law      
215 W. Franklin, Ste. 216,  

Monterey, CA 93940
831-920-2075

Cal. Licensed Real Estate Broker #01104712

BLINDS

Kayman Klean WindoWs

KaymanBenetti.Com
707-344-1848
Monterey/Napa/Tahoe

PUBLISHING

Writer & Book ServiceS

Free consultation • All genres
Patricia Hamilton, Publisher • 831-649-6640

publishingbiz@sbcglobal.net
www.parkplacepublications.com

F.Y.I.At Your Service!

Travis H. Long, CPA 
706-B Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove 
831-333-1041 ·  www.tlongcpa.com 

TAX SERVICE

STORM PREPARATION

French Drain, Roof, Gutter & 
Downspout Cleaning

Weather Stripping
Backup Generator, Sump Pump

831.655.3821
krconstructioninc@msn.com • Lic. #700124

INC.
CONSTRUCTION

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

Kitchen and Bath Remodel
Windows and Doors

Full Service Construction
831.655.3821

krconstructioninc@msn.com • Lic. #700124

CONSTRUCTION

Remodeling • Kitchens
Bathrooms • Additions • Remodels

Fencing • Decking
831.655.3821

krconstructioninc@msn.com • Lic. #700124

CONSTRUCTION
INC.

ELDER CARE SERVICES

Elder Focus, LLC
2100 Garden Rd., #C, Monterey

jkd@ElderFocus.com
Vickie@ElderFocus.com

831-643-2457

Jameson’s Classic
MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM                      

Classic European and American
Bikes & Sidecars 1936-2000

Free/Donation/Advice, too!
305 Forest Avenue,  

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
OPEN WEEKENDS & HOLIDAYS Noon - 5:00 PM
Across the street from City Hall but a lot more fun

831-331-3335
CONSTRUCTION

Be seen By
Thousands

Call 831-324-4742
about FYI

Be seen By
Thousands

Call 831-324-4742
about FYI

Brian Swanson is a 15 year resident of Pacific Grove. 
Born and raised in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and Saint 
Paul, Swanson studied at Mankato State University and holds 
BS degrees in sociology, business management and industrial 
relations.  The music bug caught him early and rather than pur-
suing a career path in his area of study Swanson found himself, 
shortly after graduating college, working for Capitol/EMI Re-
cords and playing in bands in his spare time. This ultimately led 
to his present position as an agent for Monterey International, 
a booking agency with offices in both Carmel and Chicago. 
Swanson oversees the agency’s performing arts and private 
events business interests.

Swanson has been married for 15 years and has two children 
in the PGUSD.

(Above) Superintendent Porras administered the 
oath of office to new board member Brian Swanson 
and returning member Debbie Crandell.

John Thibeau was elected to serve as President of 
the School Board through December, 2016 and John 
Paff will serve as Vice President for that same term. 
Photos by Michael Sizemore

Brian Swanson Joins PGUSD Board as Tony Sollecito is Honored

Outgoing Pacific Grove School District Board president 
Tony Sollecito was first elected in 2007. Sollecito’s  30-year 
law enforcement career began in 1970 when he got a job with 
the Seaside Police Department. He then became chief of police 
in Seaside and retired from there, but was called back as interim 
police chief in March, 2010. At the time, he said he informed the 
Seaside City Council that his position on the school board here 
in Pacific Grove was paramount in his life. “Every time there’s a 
school board meeting, I miss a City Council meeting,” he said. “I 
have a duty to the people who elected me to the school board.”

Sollecito says he and his family originally bought their home 
in the Pacific Grove school district because he was so impressed 
with Pacific Grove schools. His twin daughters were in Middle 
School when he retired from Seaside PD. We quoted him then 
as saying that, if the girls decided to go to Monterey Peninsula 
College, he might even run for a position on that board as well.

The Pacific Grove School Board honored 
Tony Sollecito, right, outgoing president, for 
eight years of service, at its Thurs., Dec. 10 
meeting. School Superintendent Ralph Por-
ras presented an award to Tony Sollecito.
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MONTEREY PENINSULA BROKERAGE   |   sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Pacific Grove 831.372.7700  |  Carmel-by-theSea 831.624.9700

Carmel Rancho 831.624.9700  |  Carmel Valley 831.659.2267

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. 

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.                                                                                           

Visit onlywithus.com to discover the 
benefits available through us alone.

PEBBEL BEACH  |  2927 Old 17 Mile Drive
Single level home offers 4BR suites, with a 
guest house offering 2 beds and 2 baths and 
White water views. $3,995,000

J.R. Rouse   831.277.3464

MONTEREY  |  641 Toyon Drive
Classic 1960’s ranch style 3BR/2BA attached 
oversized 2 car garage. Quiet inviting gardens. 
Mountain and sparkling city light views. $735,000

Deane Ramoni   831.917.6080

MONTEREY  |  $749,000
Spacious 4BR/3BA unit has a well designed 
floorplan. Living room with fireplace, forest 
views and wet bar. Storage throughout.

Shawn Quinn   831.236.4318

PACIFIC GROVE  |  214 13th Street
Charming remodeled 2BR/2BA home plus 
1BA/1BA guest house. Has water views from 
the master bedroom. $1,049,000

Debby Beck   831.915.9710

PEBBLE BEACH  |  $1,648,000
Custom designed 4764 sq. ft. multi-level home 
with 4 large bedroom suites, 4.5 baths, and 
beautifully designed kitchen with all the amenities.

Stephanie Park   831.229.0092

MONTEREY  |  225 Madera Court
Stunning one story 4BR/3.5BA designer series 
home in impeccable condition. Located on a flat 
corner lot with beautiful gardens. $1,675,000

Sandra Schirmer   831.869.2424

PACIFIC GROVE  |  218 Chestnut Street
This 2BR/1BA Pagrovian Cottage is centrally 
located, close to town, golf, and offers easy 
access to the trails. $779,000

J.R. Rouse   831.277.3464

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-3

PACIFIC GROVE  |  862 17 Mile Drive
Main home features 2BR/2BA with new carpet, 
hardwood floors & a detached 1BR/1BA unit 
with full kitchen. $850,000

Arleen Hardenstein   831.915.8989

MONTEREY  |  829 Doud Street 
Located in Peter’s Gate, this 3BR/2BA home 
features a wealth of upgrades, including 
plumbing, electrical & roof. $895,000

Glen Alder   831.601.5313

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-3

OPEN SAT 2-4

OPEN SAT & SUN 2:30-4:30

OPEN FRI & SUN 1-4

OPEN SAT 2-4, SUN 1-3


