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For more live music events
try www.kikiwow.com

Pacific Grove’s

“Like” us on Facebook 
where we post short updates, 
traffic, weather, fun pictures 
and timely stuff. If you fol-
low us on Twitter, you’ll also 
get local sports updates and 
we even tweet tournaments 
and playoffs.

Mon. Jan 4
“Storyteller’s Studio
Monterey Library
Community Room

625 Pacific St.
831-646-3949

•
Fri. Jan. 8

Opening Gala Reception
Pacific Grove Art Center

568 Lighthouse Ave.
7-9 p.m.

Meet new artists; Justin Post 
classical-jazz pianist

•
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Cedar Street Times
will print as usual 

on
December 31 and 

deliver on New 
Years Day.

Merry Christmas    From All the Contributors
at

Pending final approval of a contract with 
the City, Ben Harvey has been selected as 
Interim City Manager for the City of Pacific 
Grove. At  closed session meeting Sat., Dec. 
19 the City Council interviewed the remain-
ing two of the dozens of applicants, and when 
they reconvened in open session, confirmed 
Ben Harvey as their choice.

Harvey comes to Pacific Grove from a 
position as city manager of Avalon, Califor-
nia, where he had served since September, 
2013, having brought that city from a $2 
million deficit to a balanced budget. He 
worked to reorganize that city’s recreation, 
public works, fire and finance departments 
leading, according to his resume, to more 
effective and efficient teams. He led Avalon’s 
event-hosting efforts for Catalina with Ann-
heuser-Busch and worked to successfully 
purchase a desalination unit and avoid a 50 
percent water rationing threat but at the same 
time allow for increased visitor counts.

He worked as region manager for local 
public affairs with Southern California Ed-
ison and did a stint with American Honda 
and another for Toyota Financial Services.

As management analyst at the City of 
Newport Beach, he specialized in personnel 
and risk management programs and policies. 
He was assistant to the City Administrator for 
the City of Bellflower for five years, from 
1992 to 1997.

Mr. Harvey’s resume points to a man 
with credentials and experience in prob-
lem-solving and concensus-building. That 
said, he was dismissed from his job at Avalon 
by a narrow vote, but it was not for cause. 

A message from Sgt. Fenton of the Pacific Grove Police Department: “Thank you 
Pacific Grove for donating the most toys in the Monterey County Crime Preven-
tion Officers Association’s annual toy drive. All of the toys are given to private and 
public social service agencies. Officers from Pacific Grove, Seaside, Presidio of 
Monterey, CHP and the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office, Carmel PD participated 
in the dropping off the toys at the Kris Kringle tree lot in Carmel.

One of the places where toys will be distributed is at the Community Christmas 
Dinner, held at the Monterey County Fairgrounds. The cost-free dinner is open 
to all, including those who just want some company. Come see what your editor 
looks like in her Mrs. Santa Claus outfit

Pending 
Contract, Interim 
City Manager 
Chosen

Ben Harvey

Successful Christmas Toy Drive

Year In Review
2015

(Jan. - March)
begins on Page 13
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Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal 
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is 
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
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website: www.cedarstreetimes.com

Times

Skillshots

Joan Skillman PHARVEY From Page 1

Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported by Jack Beigle from Canterbury Woods 

Week ending 12-24-15 .........................1.42” 
Total for the season ..............................5.77”
To date last year .................................17.07”
The historic average to this date is  ......5.78”
Wettest year .................................................47.15”
During rain year 07-01-97 through 06-30-98
Driest year ...................................................4.013”
During rain year 07-01-12 through 06-30-13

172 16th Street, Pacific Grove

(831) 372-3524
www.cottageveterinarycare.com

OFFICE HOURS:
 M-F 7:30-6:00  SAT 8:00-5:00  SUN Closed

Like

Providing a full spectrum of 
state of art medical and

surgical services
in our quaint cottage setting

10% Discount
Military, Seniors

and Peace of Mind adoptions*
( * Contact office for full details )

Members of that City Council speak highly of him.
Following negotiations about his contract, Mr. Harvey should be confirmed at the 

Jan. 6, 2016 meeting. He will shadow Tom Frutchey, who is scheduled to leave for a 
new position with the City of Paso Robles, on Jan. 16, 2016 and be sworn as Interim 
city Manager at that time.

The recorded rainfall at Canterbury 
Woods for the week ending 12-24-15 

is           1.42”
   

The year cumulative rainfall to 
date at Canterbury Woods is                                 

5.77”

The historic cumulative 
average to date is                                                           

5.78”

There will be a farewell event to honor outgoing City Manager 
Tom Frutchey on Tuesday Jan. 12, from 5:00-6:30 p.m. at Chautauqua 
Hall. Chautauqua Hall is located at the corner of Central Ave. and 16th 
Street. There will be complimentary hors d’oeuvres and no cover charge. 
For more information, contact Don Mothershead at 648-5722 x202 or 
dmothershead@cityofpacificgrove.org. The event will be hosted by Pa-
cific Grove Management Employee Association and Pacific Grove Police 
Officers Association and sponsored by EMC Planning Group.

Say Farewell to TomFrutchey

Newest member 
of Cedar Street 
Times’s Family!
We’ve waited a long time for 
our sports writer’s new baby. 
Meet Maverick Duke Charron
7 lbs., 7 ounces
20 inches
Born on 20 Dec, 2015 at 
5:33pm
Mom and baby are fine. 
Congratulations Jon and 
Sharon!

Sunset Suppers $990

The Beach house aT Lovers PoinT
Dinner & cockTaiLs From 4Pm DaiLy

Special menu served daily when seated by 5:30p and ordered by 6p. Subject to change without notice

www.BeachHousePG.com 
Dinner Reservations: 831-375-2345

At Lovers Point Beach
620 Ocean View Blvd. Pacific Grove 
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Be seen by thousands!
Call 831-342-4742 about FYI

MORE THAN A ROMAN SHADE.
Luxurious fabrics, soft consistent folds, and innovative operating systems 

that eliminate exposed cords. It's an art! Style and function blend seamlessly 
in Vignette® Modern Roman Shades. Ask for details.

© 2015 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.
52744

Paul’s Drapery
160 18th St 

Pacific Grove CA
M-F: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Closed 
Closed

831-372-4421
www.paulsdrapery.net

Follow Us At Facebook or Twitter

Help transport America’s heroes to visit the memorials 
built in their honor at NO COST to them. Thank these 

veterans before they are no longer with us!

VOLUNTEER/DONATE TODAY!
(408) 925-1999 • captcarlusnr@gmail.com

www.HonorFlightBayArea.org

HONOR A WWII 
VETERAN

With A Trip Of A LifetimeH H H H H H H H H H H H

Above, the Pacific Grove Police Department welcomes our two newest officers to the 
police department.  (L-R) Officer Ramon Munoz and Officer Luis Buenrostro Jr.They 
have completed the basic academy and immediately started in the field training 
program. They were sworn in Fri., Dec. 18 by outgoing Chief Vickie Myers. Below, City 
Manager Tom Frutchey swears in Rachel Beuttler, who was promoted from Corporal to 
Sergeant. Sgt. Beuttler has been with Pacific Grove Police Department for a number of 
years.

New in Blue

Last Saturday, after a busy day
of Christmas shopping, Kathleen and I

went to downtown Pacific Grove
for a great dinner and

shared a soufflé for dessert.
Through the windows we watched

people driving and walking around.
After dinner we drove down Lighthouse to admire the lights

on the trees; and then went to Candy Cane Lane to look at the 
ones put up by the wonderful residents there. 

It really struck us what a great city we have. By the time you 
read this it will be Christmas; and we want to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays; and hope
you have a great New Year in 2016.

All the Best,

Rudy and Kathleen Fischer
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Celebrating 25 years of Service!
Central Avenue Pharmacy
133 15th Street, Pacific Grove

831-373-1225
www.caprx.com

“CAPRX is committed to meeting the unique needs of patients and prescribers by 
providing quality compounding and outstanding  customer service.”

• One of the last hometown pharmacies on the Montery Peninsula!
• PCAB Accredited Compounding Specialty Pharmacy
• Home delivery
• Accepting most major insurance plans
• Easy prescription transfers
• Come see us! You’re a name, not a number – we welcome your questions 

Solutions Compounded PCAB Accredited Pharmacy

The Pet Food Bank has returned to the SPCA for 
Monterey County. This free service to those in need 
in our community helps two- and four-footed families 
stay together during difficult times and is supported by 
our generous donors. 

The Pet Food Bank is now located at the SPCA, 

1002 Monterey-Salinas Highway, across from Mazda 
Raceway Laguna Seca. Follow the SPCA road past the 
adoption center to Red’s Barn. The Pet Food Bank can 
be found just outside of Red’s Barn in a clearly marked 
cream-colored unit. The Pet Food Bank is self-service 
and is open daily from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.

SPCA Pet Food Bank is Open Again and Free to Needy Recipients
Recipients: The Pet Food Bank operates on do-

nations from the public, and while there is often food 
available please note that sometimes the shelves could 
be bare. We ask that you please be kind and only take 
what you need for a week. This program is also open to 
feral cat caretakers, depending on availability of food.

Donors: We thank our generous donors for making 
this program possible! To donate food, please follow 
the directions above to place your food in the bank or 
visit our Animal Shelter lobby for assistance.

For more information, please visit www.SPCAmc.
org.

The SPCA for Monterey County is your nonprofit, 
independent, donor-supported humane society that has 
been serving the animals and people of Monterey County 
since 1905. The SPCA is not a chapter of any other agency 
and does not have a parent organization.  They shelter 
homeless, neglected and abused pets and livestock, and 
provide humane education and countless other services 
to the community. They are the local agency you call to 
investigate animal cruelty, rescue and rehabilitate injured 
wildlife, and aid domestic animals in distress. Online at 
www.SPCAmc.org.
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Client: ESC - Canterbury Woods

Job No:  EPCW715-01fe - Rehab

Pub: Cedar Street Times
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AGENCY   RESIN 

CONTACT   Tim Paschke 415-987-4274

A not-for-profit community owned and operated by Episcopal Senior Communities. License No. 270708224 COA #89     EPCW721-01FE 122515

651 Sinex Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

canterburywoods-esc.org

5-Star Medicare Rated
24-Hour Care.

Families continue to applaud our quality of care for their loved ones. And because we’ve been a leader 

in providing the most complete care options for Rehab and Long Term Care residents, many come to us 

from outside of our community and find we are a perfect alternative to home care. Canterbury Woods 

sets new standards of care, comfort, and community.

For more information please call our admissions director, Tammy, at 831.657.4224.

Carmel Unified School District Is 
Recognized by the Monterey Regional 

Waste Management Board  for Exemplary 
Environmental Stewardship and the 

Distinction of Becoming the First School 
District in the Nation  to become a NOAA 

Ocean Guardian School District
At their December 18 meeting, the Monterey Regional Waste Management District 

(MRWMD) Board was pleased to present Carmel Unified School District (CUSD) with 
a resolution recognizing their commitment to exemplary environmental stewardship 
and earning the distinction of becoming the first school district in the nation to become 
a NOAA Ocean Guardian School District.

As an Ocean Guardian School District, CUSD has made a commitment to the 
protection and conservation of its local watersheds, the Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary, and the world’s ocean. They have also pledged to support each of their six 

schools’ staff, educators, and students in implementing a school or community-based 
conservation project, including waste reduction, recycling, composting, and/or litter 
prevention. The schools have committed to providing learning programs and oppor-
tunities that reflect environmentally sustainable practices, enabling all students to be 
environmentally active and committed “Ocean Guardians.”

Said Kimberle Herring of MRWMD, “MRWMD is excited that many of the projects 
and programs that have taken place within CUSD’s campuses and facilities have focused 
on the 4 Rs: waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and composting; including the reduction 
and elimination of single-use plastics, such as water bottles, drinking straws, and food 
wrappers. As part of CUSD’s participation in the Ocean Guardian School Program, 
this last spring they also participated in the first ever school food scrap collection and 
composting program on the peninsula.”

MRWMD’s Small Planet Education Program has supported these waste reduction 
and recycling efforts in partnership with NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuar-
ies over the last two years, and look forward to continued support of their efforts and 
commitment to environmental stewardship and education.

MRWMD Recognizes Carmel Schools for Environmental Stewardship
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Worship Directory

Center for Spiritual Awakening
522 Central Ave. • 831-372-1942 

Central Presbyterian Church of Pacific Grove
325 Central Ave. • 831-375-7207

Chabad of Monterey
2707 David Ave. • 831-643-2770

Christian Church Disciples of Christ of Pacific Grove
442 Central Ave. • 831-372-0363

Church of Christ
176 Central Ave. • 831-375-3741

Community Baptist Church
Monterey & Pine Avenues • 831-375-4311

First Baptist Church of Pacific Grove
246 Laurel Ave. • 831-373-0741

First Church of God
1023 David Ave. • 831-372-5005

First United Methodist Church of Pacific Grove
Worship: Sundays 10:00 a.m.

915 Sunset @ 17-Mile Dr. • 831-372-5875

Forest Hill United Methodist Church
Services 9 a.m. Sundays

551 Gibson Ave. • 831-372-7956 
Rev. Richard Bowman

Jehovah’s Witnesses of Pacific Grove
1100 Sunset Drive • 831-375-2138

Lighthouse Fellowship of Pacific Grove
PG Community Center, 515 Junipero Ave. • 831-333-0636

Manjushri Dharma Center
724 Forest Ave. • 831-917-3969

www.khenpokarten.org carmelkhenpo@gmail.com

Mayflower Presbyterian Church
141 14th St. • 831-373-4705

Peninsula Baptist Church
1116 Funston Ave. • 831-394-5712

Peninsula Christian Center
520 Pine Ave. • 831-373-0431

St. Angela Merici Catholic Church
146 8th St. • 831-655-4160

St. Anselm’s Anglican Church
Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

375 Lighthouse Ave. • 831-920-1620
Fr. Michael Bowhay

St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
Central Avenue & 12 th St. • 831-373-4441

Seventh-Day Adventist Church of the Monterey Peninsula
375 Lighthouse Ave. • 831-372-7818

Shoreline Community Church
Sunday Service 10 a.m.

Robert Down Elementary, 485 Pine Ave. • 831-655-0100
www.shorelinechurch.org

OUTSIDE PACIFIC GROVE
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

800 Cass St., Monterey • 831-373-1523
Pastor Bart Rall

Congregation Beth Israel
5716 Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel • 831-624-2015

Monterey Center for Spiritual Living
Sunday Service 10:30 am

400 West Franklin St., Monterey • 831-372-7326
www.montereycsl.org

Carmel Unified School District 
Announces new Board Officers

The Carmel Unified School District Board has selected Mark Stilwell as new board 
President and Karl Pallastrini as new board Clerk for the 12-month period starting this 
month.  The actions came at the board’s meeting on December 9.

Scott Laurence, as CUSD Superintendent, is the Secretary to the five-member 
Board. Rita Patel is the immediate past board President. 

The board also decided on committee assignments:
Community Human Services Board representative: Annette Yee Steck
Mission Trails Regional Occupation Executive Board: Karl Pallastrini
Monterey County School Boards Association Executive Council: Rita Patel
Legislative Representative: Karl Pallastrini
District Drug & Alcohol Committee: John Ellison
District Wellness Committee: Rita Patel
The board generally meets at 4:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesdays of 

the month.  Meetings are held in the Carmel Middle School Portable 1 building.

The 23rd annual First Night Monterey event will take place on Thursday, Decem-
ber 31 from 3 p.m. to midnight. The New Year’s Eve celebration features live music, 
parades and interactive art activities in downtown Monterey, Middlebury Institute of 
International Studies (MIIS) and Monterey City Hall.  

Enjoy entertainment and art installations at over 20 venues within walking distance. 
New venues include the MIIS campus and the City Council Chambers.  

First Night festivities will close the following streets:
• Pacific Street, between Madison Street and Jefferson Street, from 1-6 p.m.
• Alvarado Street from 2 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.
• Bonifacio Place, between Alvarado Street and Tyler Street, from 2 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.
• Franklin Street, between Calle Principal and Tyler Street, from 4 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.
• Jefferson Street, between Van Buren Street and Pacific Street, from 6 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
• Pierce Street from 6 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
• King Street from 6 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

Event parking is available in the downtown Monterey garages and MIIS and City 
Hall parking lots. For maps and information about entertainment venues, schedules and 
parking, visit  firstnightmonterey.org.

Monterey-Salinas Transit (MST) 
will offer a free ride to anyone wearing 
a First Night Monterey New Year’s Eve 
celebration button starting at 3:00 PM on 
December 31, 2015. On New Year’s Eve, 
MST bus lines will operate a Saturday 
schedule. After normal operating sched-
ules have ended, MST will provide addi-
tional service in association with the First 
Night New Year’s celebrations as follows:

 Getting there:
For those wearing First Night buttons, 

free rides are available on all operating 
MST lines, including MST RIDES ADA 
paratransit service, beginning at 3 PM. 
MST also offers a park-and-ride option 
from Del Monte Center. Park at Del Monte 
Center and catch a ride to the Monterey 
Transit Plaza in downtown Monterey free 
between 3:00 PM and 1:00 AM. Buses 
operate every 10 minutes.

 
Getting home 

(from the Monterey Transit Plaza):
Shuttle to Del Monte Center: Return trips 

every 10 minutes until 1:00 a.m.         
New Monterey: Board lines 1 or 2. Last 

trip departs at 1:00 a.m.
Pacific Grove: For service to Forest Hill 

and downtown Pacific Grove, board 
lines 1 or 2. Last bus departs at 1:00 
a.m.

Carmel and Carmel Valley: Board line 
24 Carmel Rancho with the last trip 
departing at 12:45. Trips leaving the 
Monterey Transit Plaza at 12:20 AM 
and 12:45 AM will continue to Carmel 

First Night Events will Close 
Downtown Monterey Streets

Valley upon request.
Seaside and Sand City: Board JAZZ A 

Sand City via Hilby with the last trip 
departing at 2:30 a.m. Or board JAZZ 
B Sand City via Broadway with the last 
trip departing at 12:45 a.m.

Marina and Salinas: For direct service to 
Salinas via Marina board line 20 with 
the last trip departing at 12:45 a.m. 
Service to the CSUMB Quad, Preston 
Park, and Schoonover Park available 
upon request for trips leaving Monterey 
Transit Plaza after midnight. Upon ar-
rival at the Salinas Transit Center, buses 
will continue to Northridge shopping 
center via line 49 upon request. MST’s 
regularly-scheduled Saturday line 20 
will operate from Sand City Station 
until 2:49 AM. Catch JAZZ A at Monte-
rey Transit Plaza to access this service.

MST RIDES: ADA paratransit service 
will be available by reservation within 
three-quarters of a mile of any of the above 
fixed-route service for those registered in 
the program.

For the safety and convenience of our 
passengers, all MST buses will be free 
to everyone after midnight. All regularly 
scheduled and supplemental service is 
intended for use by First Night Monterey 
attendees as well as the general public.

 For more information, visit www.mst.
org or call Monterey-Salinas Transit toll 
free at 1-888-MST-BUS1.

MST Bus Service
to First Night Monterey

Free with First Night Button

Did you do something notable?
Have your Peeps email our Peeps: 

editor@cedarstreettimes.com
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Marge Ann Jameson
Cop Log

Cop Log 12/11/15 –12/18/15
Dead tree in the middle of the road, 18th St.

Officers decided it had to be moved so they called Public Works.
Dead tree in the middle of the fence, Crocker Ave.

A tree fell from one property to the roof of the next door property. Owner of the former tree 
said they’d been trying to coordinate with the neighbors because special equipment would be 
needed to remove the tree. Monterey Fire, Public Works, and PG&E also showed up.

Whoops, it did it again
Another tree fell over on Benito Ave. PG&E and Public Works also came.

And again!
A pine tree fell onto a residence on Melrose Place. Tree poked through the residence. May 

belong to the neighbor.
Will Santa get his letters?

Someone reported forced entry of an outgoing mail box on Lighthouse. Unknown if any 
mail was taken.

Non-injury accident, unlicensed driver
On Lighthouse. Drivers exchanged info, unlicensed driver cited, vehicle released to a valid 

driver.
Unwelcome visitor

An employee at a business on Forest said customers were complaining about a man bothering 
them and then sleeping on the sidewalk outside the business. He was identified by a passport, and 
was informed about private property trespass and asked to leave and not return. So far, so good.

Drunk in public
An elderly man fell in a park on Alder and was unable to get up, nor was his female com-

panion able to help him. Officer noticed that he smelled of alcohol. The bottle was confiscated 
and emptied and, due to his swollen ankles, the man agreed to seek medical attention and was 
transported to the hospital via ambulance.

Birth certificate in the middle of the road, Lighthouse Ave.
On Lighthouse. Officers attempted contact at last known address and put the birth certificate 

in a safe place.
Bicycle stolen on Grove Acre

The lock was probably stolen earlier because the bicycle sure wasn’t locked.
Vehicle stolen from Evans Ave.

Owner had been on vacation for several days Came home to no car. It was found by Mon-
terey PD the day before, illegally parked on private property.

Car vs. motorcycle. Car 1, motorcycle 0
A car pulled away from the curb on Pine, causing the motorcycle to take evasive action and 

run into a sign. Motorcycle driver injured his leg and was transported to CHOMP.
Burglary at restaurant on Central Ave.

No forced entry.
Swinging door whacks parked vehicle

On Gibson Ave., the door to a large truck was not properly latched at it swung open, hitting 
a parked vehicle.

Attempted scam thwarted
A man claiming to be from the IRS out of Florida and speaking with a heavy Indian accident 

called the reporting party and claimed he had conducted an audit and that they owed $4,200 in 
back taxes and fines. Then he contradicted himself and said he was from Redondo Beach, CA. 
Reporting party said that he used a tax service and was not concerned, and he hung up.

The old “Grandson in Jail” scam
A woman received numerous calls from a number she didn’t recognize. A weeping male 

said he was her grandson and needed bail money on a prepaid card. She figured it was a scam.
Request for civil standby witness to vandalism denied

A person on Presidio seems to be having property line problems with the neighbor and 
wanted police to witness destruction of removal of tarps from an improperly installed fence 
and wall. Police won’t do that. There are attorneys and building inspectors involved and much 
running around and waving of arms.

Bark Bark Bark becomes Walk Walk Walk
A woman on Laurel complained that her neighbor who lives on Cedar walks by her house 

frequently since the neighbor doesn’t own a car, and every time she walks by the dogs start 
barking. She said she said “It’s a good thing I don’t have a gun,” and said she was going to 
report the dogs to Animal Control. And the fight was on.

Dead batteries make for bark bark bark
The owner of a barking dog on Benito Ave. was contacted, and said the batteries for the 

shock collar must have died. He took the dog inside to solve the problem. Dog was probably 
a lot happier.

Dog at large
A dog was at large on 17th St. It had been microchipped so it was taken to doggie jail until 

the owners could come and spring it.
Drunken driving

Kate Brown was contacted during a traffic stop and found to be under the influence of 
alcohol. She was arrested and transported to County Jail to sleep it off.

We have phones, but not yours.
A woman accidentally left her cell phone on the roof of the car and drove off. The phones 

at the police station were searched, but hers wasn’t there.
At that price, she could have had plastic surgery

A woman had her hair done at a local salon a year ago. She came back and informed the 
beautician that she wanted the same products as before. The beautician applied a conditioner 
to strengthen her hair and then cut her hair and dyed it. The cost came to $600. Appalled, the 
customer negotiated it down to $500. She said she felt she should have been informed of the 
cost before the makeover was completed. She told police she felt she had been scammed and 
wanted to ensure that other customers don’t fall for their poor business practices.

Alarm activations
17th St.
17th St.
17th St.
Ransford Ave.

Fire Dept. Responds to 
Emergency Landing at 
Monterey Regional Airport

On December 8, 2015, at approximately 8:00 p.m., Monterey Fire Person-
nel responded to an emergency landing of an Air Force aerial refueling tanker/
cargo aircraft (KC-10) at the Monterey Regional Airport.

The aircraft originated from Travis Air Force Base, near Fairfield, with 
five crew members aboard and the planned destination was classified. 

The crew discovered smoke coming from the aircraft and followed emergen-
cy protocol by landing at the nearest airport that was able to handle that size plane.   
Monterey Fire Personnel from several units were deployed immediately due, 
in part, to the amount of fuel on board.  Once the plane was safely on the 
ground, firefighters inspected the aircraft and found no sign of fire. It was later 
determined the smoke may have been generated from a faulty air conditioning 
unit and it was taken to the airport’s jet center to be worked on.  The aircraft 
pilot and crew handled the situation extremely well in a calm and cool manner.

Monterey Police Receive 
Generous Donation

Members of the Monterey Police Department were able to spread some 
holiday cheer from just before Thanksgiving to through the new year, thanks 
to a generous donation.

An anonymous donor gifted the Monterey Police Association (MPA) 
$2,500.  This donation came with instructions to “pay it forward” for people 
who are in need.  The MPA then used the money to procure (100) $25.00 gift 
cards to Target and Safeway.  Officers have had the opportunity to interact 
within the community in a positive way that benefits everyone involved.

“In law enforcement, we often see tears of pain and sorrow.  It has been a 
gift to be able to reach out to those in need and see tears of joy and happiness,” 
said Officer Kim Zook.

“Giving them out was a great experience….each person was surprised 
and very thankful,” said Officer Brent Hall.

The donor had three requests:
They wanted to remain anonymous
They wanted to be able to give in a positive and meaningful way
They wanted to assist the police in being seen in a positive light and to 

assist in building community relationships.
The Monterey Police Association and the Monterey Police Department are 

honored to be able to participate in such a positive project during this holiday 
season and thank the anonymous donor for their generosity, caring and support.

Source: Wall St. Journal
America’s middle class, long a pillar of the U.S. economy and 

foundation of the American dream, has shrunk to the point where it no 
longer constitutes the majority of the adult population, according to 
the findings of a report from the Pew Research Center. After more than 
four decades of serving as the nation’s economic majority, the Ameri-
can middle class is now matched in number by those in the economic 
tiers above and below it.

There were 120.8 million adults in middle-income households in 
early 2015, compared with 121.3 million in lower- and upper-income 
households combined. It’s the first year that the latter total dwarfed the 
middle-income figure.

While the share of U.S. adults living in both upper- and lower-in-
come households rose alongside the declining share in the middle from 
1971 to 2015, the share in the upper-income tier grew more. 
The nation’s aggregate household income has substantially shifted 
from middle-income to upper-income households, driven by the grow-
ing size of the upper-income tier and more rapid gains in income at the 
top.

Fully 49 percent of U.S. aggregate income went to upper-income 
households in 2014, up from 29 percent in 1970. The share accruing to 
middle-income households was 43 percent in 2014, down substantially 
from 62 percent in 1970.  

Moreover, because of the housing market crisis and the Great 
Recession of 2007-09, middle-income Americans saw their median 
wealth (assets minus debts) fall by 28 percent from 2001 to 2013.

In 2015, 20 percent of American adults were in the lowest-income 
tier, up from 16 percent in 1971. On the opposite side, 9 percent are in 
the highest-income tier, more than double the 4 percent share in 1971.

At the same time, the shares of adults in the lower-middle or up-
per-middle income tiers were nearly unchanged.

Scott Dick 
Monterey County Assoc. of Realtors

Market Matters

America’s Middle Class 
Is No Longer the Majority
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“Aspects of Love” will feature the artwork of three local artists at the Sally Griffin 
Center, January 8 to March 4. The center is open Monday to Friday 9 a.m to 4:30 p.m., 
and is located at 700 Jewell Ave., Pacific Grove. The artists are Arlene Stigum, Belle 

“Across Third”, the Tame and Wild at Pebble Beach.
18” by 24”, oil on wood.
Arlene Stigum, 293-4300, www.stigum.com

Above: “Sunning Flowers”
24” × 36”, Acrylic on canvas
Sidney Angel Richardson, (831) 594-5147
Right: “Autumn at Lake El Estero”
12” by 12”, Oil on canvas.
Belle James,  333-6402

‘Aspects of Love’ Opens at Sally Griffin Center

James and Sidney Angel Richardson. Paintings will be available for purchase.
The Opening Reception will be Friday, January 15, 2016 5-7 p.m. All are 

welcome.

Medical Marijuana Subject of 
Discussion at Monterey Library

On Monday, January 11, 2016, 6 p.m., Valentia Piccinini of Synchronicity Holistic 
and Karen Mankins, RN, will discuss medical cannabis at the Monterey Public Library.  
Cannabis or "marijuana" is one of the oldest known and perhaps most controversial 
drugs around. It is used for treatment by millennias; particularly in China, India, as 
well as the Middle East. Cannabis became accepted as mainstream medicine by the 
19th century in the West. Please join us as we find out what happened. How did we get 
to where we are today? Learn about our own endocannabinoid system, the different 
strains today and what medicinal properties it might hold for our aging population. This 
event is part of The Next Chapter: Designing Your Ideal Life lecture series sponsored 
by the Friends of the Library and the Monterey Public Library Endowment Committee.  
Adults are invited to attend.  Admission is free, and reservations are required.  Call 
(831) 646-5632 or email thongchu@monterey.org.  The Monterey Public Library is 
located at 625 Pacific Street, Monterey.

World Affairs Council Asks:  
“Does Europe Have a Future?”

The European Union (EU) has a population of more than a half billion, a combined 
GNP larger than that of the United States, considerable wealth, advanced industries, 
and significant military. Nevertheless, Europe is currently struggling with fundamen-
tal challenges, including ISIS terror and unparalleled migration, as well as political, 
economic, and financial problems.

Colonel Peter Frank, NPGS Associate Military Professor, German Army, will 
discuss the root causes of Europe’s dilemmas today, the current situation, and the steps 
leaders are taking.

Thursday, January 21, 2016, 11:30 AM - Rancho Canada Golf Club, Carmel Valley 
Road. 

Auditors (lecture only) free at 12:50 p.m. Luncheon $25 Members and $35 
Non-members. MC/VISA ($2 extra) or Check; Vegetarian meal optional. RSVP (831) 
643-1855.  WWW.WACMB.ORG
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The Arts 
Are The Answer!

Join us on January 16 
at the Portola Hotel & Spa 
to honor our Champions!

The evening includes silent and live auctions with Auctioneer Butch 
Lindley, wine reception, special performances, gourmet dinner, the awards 
ceremony and dancing. The Master of Ceremonies is David Marzetti.
Tickets are $125 or if paid by January 4 they’re $95.

The event is a benefit for arts education.
See arts4mc.org for more information!

Champions of the Arts Gala

A crisp New Year breeze is ready 
to sweep through the Pacific Art Cen-
ter galleries at 568 Lighthouse Ave., 
invigorating the air and leaving behind 
fresh art for 2016. Art lovers are invited 
to come toast the New Year and new art 
at PGAC’s Gala Opening, set for Friday, 
Jan. 8 from 7 – 9 p.m. Meet the new 
artists, raise a glass of bubbly, and enjoy 
the classical and jazz improvisations of 
pianist Justin Post.

New exhibitors until Feb. 25:
Carol Aust -- Vantage Point

Carol Aust  is a figurative painter. 
Through her art she endeavors to express 
the human need for connection and 
belonging and the challenge of achieving 
either. Each subject in her paintings is at 
a critical juncture of a personal jour-
ney, sometimes celebratory, sometimes 
solitary.

Linda Fitch and Brett Thomas -- 
Night & Day

Linda Fitch and Brett Thomas  are 
members of  Image Makers  of Mon-
terey.    Both are black and white film 
photographers working in the traditional 
darkroom producing archival gelatin 
silver prints.    While Brett has a passion 
for the outdoors, Linda is compelled by 
the dreamlike world of the night.  Night 
& Day  offers our audience both.

Creating My Own Reality --   Antje 
Woolum

Orange County photographer  Antje 
Woolum  uses light, shadows and some 
crazy ideas to create abstract photog-
raphy from the beauty found in the 
details of life. Her recent work depicts 
more colorful fantasy as well as unique 
abstracts. She applies an offbeat perspec-
tive to capture her vision’s essence with 
her camera.

Marie Noorani -- Pulp and Impulse
“A compulsion to create, destroy, 

and reassemble drives my process.   
Noorani says “I create beautiful Fran-
kenstein monsters from the remains of 
handcrafted paper that has been ripped, 
stained, doused, and scorched.   I focus 
not on making paper, but on putting 
it back together.   My work celebrates 
indignity, repentance, reintegration, and 
latent optimism.”

Gala Opening at Pacific Grove Art Center Jan. 8

Here is the list of folks  who will be participating in our  Dec. 4  First Friday. This is 
our Grand Finale for 2015. We will be having Gallery Night  at PG Art Center and live 
music all over the place and many new participants! Also, if you know of neighboring 
businesses that would like to participate please let them know to contact Adrianne Jonson 
at firstfridaypg@gmail.com  or at Artisana Gallery. First Friday continues in 2016 with 
our kick-off event Feb. 5, during the AT&T Pro-Am Golf weekend.

First Friday Will Take a Brief Haitus in 
January, Return in February

Children’s Musical Auditions Slated
Audition Prep Class Offered by PacRep

Children’s Musical  Auditions  for  Disney’s “Alice in Wonderland Jr.,” directed 
by Gracie Poletti, will be held Saturday, February  5, 1 p.m. – 5 p.m., and Sunday, 
February  6, 9 am.-noon,  at the Golden Bough Playhouse, on Monte Verde between 
8th  and 9th, in Carmel.  Auditions will be limited to two minutes in total, consisting 
of one song excerpt and one monologue up to one minute each. Accompaniment will 
be provided. Please bring sheet music in appropriate key.

Rehearsals  for  Alice in Wonderland Jr., will begin in mid-March,  with perfor-
mances  at the Golden Bough Theatre  from April 1 –24, 2016.  

Auditions will take place by appointment only at the Golden Bough Playhouse, 
Monte Verde between 8th and 9th, in Carmel-by-the-Sea. Appointments can be made 
by calling  Cindy Womack at (831) 622-0100 ext.100.  Pictures and resumes may be 
emailed to: contact@pacrep.org or mailed to PacRep Theatre, PO. Box 222035, Car-
mel, CA 93922.

To help students  prepare for auditioning, PacRep’s School of Dramatic Arts is 
offering an Audition Prep Class from Jan. 9 – Feb. 6, 2016. There are three sessions 
available (9 a.m.-10 a.m.; 10:15-11:15; 11:30-12:30) and enrollment is limited. Classes 
for ages 8 and up will be taught by instructor, Janice Perl. Visit www.schoolofdramati-
carts.org for more information.
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Otter Views
Tom Stevens

‘Tis Star Wars Season
Jane Roland
Animal Tales and  
Other Random Thoughts

Happy New Year 2016 

You will be reading this the day after 
Christmas.  For some of you it was a won-
derful occasion, for others not so much.  
Every so often when it is time to get out 
of bed and go to work, I start feeling a bit 
sorry for myself. “Why can’t I lie here 
with my cat and then get up and do what 
I choose with the day?” “Why must I go 
to work?”

Then I think of “It’s a Wonderful 
Life,” which we watched the other night 
for the first time in years. Because I work 
and helped AFRP establish the shop many 
lives have been saved, four-legged and 
two-, many folk have a place to go and 
because my role as manager is much like 
that of a bartender: I am a sounding board.  
People come in who have read my column 
or just know me from exposure to the shop. 
They sit down to chat and ask for advice or 
just an ear. I have been exposed to tragedy 
and to happy life events.  Initially I could 
work all day, go home, cook and then 
spend the evening researching my ancestry 
or other interesting activities.  Now, I close 
up, go home and watch television all night.

But wait. I have a valuable resource, 
my husband, John. Not only does he do 
an extraordinary amount for the shop and 
parent organization, but he performs all of 
the duties that were once mine.

His job ended some years ago at a 
time when finding a new one at his age 
was virtually impossible. God knows he 
looked day after day, trudging from one 
interview to another, great interest until 
the potential employer saw the white hair 
and wrinkles. I was employed and likely 
to remain so as long as I could perform.

Little by little he took over the house-
hold tasks, the marketing, much of the 
cooking, other shopping and, yes, ladies 
and gentlemen, the washing, ironing and 
bed-changing. He volunteers at least two 
days a week at the shop and is active in 
our PG Rotary Club. We are a great team.  
I have through my long involvement with 
AFRP met friends for life, have beloved 
animals, and, once I am up and dressed I 
look forward to the day. One thing about 
working in a benefit shop: every day is a 
new experience, we never know what will 
come through the doors, in the way of peo-
ple and donations. What would I do with 
my life were I unemployed?  I can’t answer 
that. I love to write but I’m not disciplined 
enough to adjust to the regime necessary to 
pen a book. I do not golf, and while I love 
bridge, once or twice a week is enough.  I 
suppose I would immerse myself in volun-
teer work, now I do that, but am fortunate 
to receive some remuneration with a group 
of people and a cause I adore. I play in a 
bridge group that has continued for years 
and attend my monthly book group as 
well as Rotary which I adore. Yes, life is 
different, but it is good.

I am happy that people seem to enjoy 
my column and thank the editors, starting 
with Lee Yarborough and, now, Marge 
Ann Jameson, who have permitted me 
to continue, because I thoroughly enjoy 
what I do.

Every so often I receive written com-
ments and I will send you one from last 
week’s CATS AND MERRY CHRIST-
MAS, from my cousin, Mary Shaw: 
“When Will and I were at the ranch (River) 
I went to play tennis at the Tennis Ranch 
and when I came back to my car a black 
cat was seated firmly in the back seat. I 
said....‘well ok...Will likes cats’ and off 
we went. Back at RR the dogs chased her 
and she escaped to the roof top where she 
remained for several days until appearing 
in the kitchen with a meow which I took 
to mean ‘where is my dinner?’ After that 

she started joining us at cocktail time but 
she still would not go near Will. After a 
few days of this he said ‘I’m never going 
to make it with that cat, you had better take 
her to the SPCA.’ She looked at him and 
went over and jumped on his lap, curled 
up and began purring.  After that she 
lived where we lived and to ripe old age 
of ???”  I remembered that cat, sitting in 
the window at the house on Pierce Street 
(Casa de la Torre) in Monterey. We named 
her Desdemona.Will loved opera, so we 
named her that despite the Desdemona in 
the opera being white. At least she had a 
black lover which I am afraid her name-
sake never had…I don’t think.”  

Speaking of that Monterey home, we 
had many happy moments there, many on 
Christmas Eve, a tradition that continued 
when Will built a house on Lisbon Lane 
for the couple. As I mentioned, in recent 
years the families have expanded and we 
no longer celebrate holidays together.  
However, Mary is the only one left of the 
second generation of cousins, I cherish 
her and am happy she is my relative. We 
share a love of animals which, because of 
her insight and perseverance, has led to 
many creatures finding wonderful forever 
homes.

Christmas is different. We once at-
tended many parties and hosted quite a 
few. I was somewhat lavish with my gifts 
to family and friends. I have found, howev-
er, that because of certain restraints I now 
must really think about what I do, what 
would someone like, is it appropriate? 
I start collecting in January, some come 
from my own trove that I believe would 
be appreciated, some come into that shop, 
where better to spend my “hard-earned 
shekels,” buy a gift, feed a dog or cat.  
Festivities are minimal, Christmas Eve 
will be spent with fellow Rotarians feeding 
homeless men at St. Angela’s, Christmas 
morning with Jay and his family.  The rest 
of the time we improvise, but I can think 
of no better way to spend a day with my 
dear husband, our AFRP pup, Annie, and 
the two cats. Ellen and her group arrive 
on Sunday so we will see everyone but 
Jennie’s family, living happily in Denver.

I thank God that I am not alone with 
no friends, or huddling under a sleeping 
bag in the woods as is a homeless man 
who once worked in our building. When-
ever you feel deprived or sad, remember 
those who have nothing. May your New 
Year be all that you hope, and if you have 
a “spoonful of sugar” share, you will find 
the sweetness will last.

Jane Roland manages the AFRP 
Treasure Shop at 160 Fountain Avenue 
and is a happy member of Pacific Grove 
Rotary. She, her husband, John and Annie 
wish you a Happy New Year. The cats 
don’t care. They just want their treats...
gcr770@aol.com

It’s Christmas Day, and we all have better things to do. So I’m turning this column 
over to my longtime muse, Squid Face.

Some people never find their muses, but I was lucky. I found mine in 1977 in a 
neighborhood pharmacy that doubled as a toy store, and he’s been with me ever since. 

It was Christmas week, and I was gift-shopping for my co-workers at a daily news-
paper. The first Star Wars movie had come out that fall, so the pharmacy was awash in 
X-wing fighters, plastic light sabers and rubberized action figures. 

The best value was a set of sculpted soap bars depicting various Star Wars charac-
ters. Princess Leia was a pink soap bar. Chewbacca was brown. Yoda was jade green. 
Darth Vader was coal black. Each figure peered out through a cellophane window in 
his or her little box, as if cryogenically frozen by Jabba the Hutt. 

The price was right, so I swept an armful of Star Wars soaps into my shopping 
basket. But I was still a few gifts short. Then I spotted a battalion of Thumbelina-sized 
action figures across the aisle. 

“Those are special,” I thought. “Only publishers and editors get those.”
The figures included Yoda, Leia, Vader, Luke Skywalker, C-3PO, Han Solo, even 

Obi-Wan Kenobi. I mentally tagged them for their likely human recipients, but one 
figure was so grotesque I had to keep him for myself: Squid Face.

He is a blue-eyed, cephalopod-faced man in a flowing cape. His body is the color 
of oatmeal. He has fangs where his nose should be and tentacles squirming from his 
cheeks. His brain is turned inside-out, a condition I recognize. 

It has been 38 years since I met my muse. Sometimes it seems it all happened a long 
time ago in a galaxy far, far away. The pharmacy with the toy shelf has since moved 
on, as have the colleagues who got the Darth Vader soap bars. Was there a connection?

But as I met Squid Face’s stern gaze earlier this week, I realized some things haven’t 
changed. Here it is Christmas Day, 2015, and we’re ready to watch Star Wars all over 
again, or re-watch it, as the case may be.

This latest episode is the seventh overall, if my count is correct, and it has already 
set records for opening week receipts both nationally and world-wide. Released 10 
long years after the previous installment, this one is titled “Star Wars VII: The Force 
Awakens.”

I need to make a shameful disclaimer here: I’ve been out of the loop on Star Wars 
since 1999, when the “prequel trilogy” opened with “Star Wars I: The Phantom Men-
ace.” Having been astounded by the wit, inventiveness, and epic storytelling of the first 
three films (now called the middle trilogy), I felt badly let down by “Phantom Menace.”

The film’s stars were no lightweights – Ewan McGregor played the young Obi-Wan 
Kenobi; Liam Neeson his Jedi mentor Qui-Gonn Jinn; Natalie Portman the young Queen 
Amidala. But they lacked the brio and chemistry of original Star Warriors Harrison Ford, 
Alec Guinness, Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamill and James Earl Jones (or his voice, anyway). 

As “The Phantom Menace” unspooled, I had a bad feeling that the crackling, rau-
cous spirit of the three original films had been betrayed. The kid who played Anakin 
Skywalker (the future Darth Vader) was so wooden the pundits nicknamed him “Man-
nequin” Skywalker. Ewan McGregor described his role as “just standing behind Liam” 
for most of the film. Neeson reportedly felt so constrained during “Phantom Menace” 
he was ready to retire from film acting in disgust.

After “Phantom Menace,” I fell off the Star Wars bandwagon for a dozen years, 
skipped the two other “prequels,” and wasn’t surprised when George Lucas sold the 
prosperous but creatively faltering franchise to Disney in 2012. 

Now we have Disney’s first Star Wars project, artfully timed for pre-Christmas 
release with all the usual merchandising and marketing tie-ins. To avoid the publicity 
blitz, you’d have to live in a swamp on Dagobah or a cave on Tatooine.

The new film’s structure suggests Disney was anxious to reconnect with jilted 
Star Wars viewers who tuned out years ago. Original stars Ford, Hamill and Fisher 
return in cameos, all looking haggard and world-weary from their galactic travails. 
The original droids C-3PO and R2D2 also reappear, and the old Millennium Falcon 
fires up once again. 

“The Force Awakens” pays sly homage to Lucas’ original films in other ways. 
Imperial walkers and star ships rust in the desert, and a 1,000-year old pirate played by 
Lupita Nyongo’o runs a bar full of intergalactic scoundrels and cut-throats.

If this all sounds suspiciously familiar, it is. But Squid Face says check it out, and 
also, Merry Christmas.  
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Your achievements

Peeps

Upon the retirement of Reverend 
Richard Leslie, of St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church in Pacific Grove, California the 
Church began searching for an interim 
priest. A search committee was appoint-
ed by the Vestry and after a review of 
several applicants for the position they 
recently completed their assignment. A 
recommendation was made to the Vestry 
on December 14, 2016 and they accept-
ed the recommendation appointing Rev-
erend Vincent Raj as the interim Rector. 
The interim Rector will serve until the 
Vestry selects a full time Rector. The full 
time Rector search is estimated to take 
several months. 

Reverend Raj received his Licenti-
ate Degree/Theology in 1971 and was 
awarded a Magna cum Laude degree. He 
started his religious service in the Catho-
lic Church until 2000 when he moved to 
the Episcopal Church as a lay associate 
in St. James Episcopal Church in Monte-
rey California. In addition to Church ser-
vice he has been the Director of a Senior 
Adult Program for the Salvation Army, 

Dean of the Salinas Valley deanery. 
Reverend Vincent Raj was born and 

educated in Delhi, India. He has been 
a resident of the peninsula area since 
1992 where he served as the Executive 
Director of the Beacon House in Pacific 
Grove. He has served as an interim rec-
tor and lay associate in several Episcopal 
Church’s in Watsonville, Salinas, Mon-
terey and Pacific Grove. He served as 
Rector of St. George Episcopal Church 
in Salinas California 2002 to 2010.

Reverend Raj said “St. Mary’s is 
where my Episcopal Priestly ministry 
began. I believe I am well qualified and 

Rev. Vincent Raj named Interim Pastor at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

Rev. Vincent Raj

As befits a Seaman from the hospitality-centered Monterey Peninsula, Culinary 
Specialist Seaman Apprentice Christopher Wisdom, from Monterey, stirs gravy 
in the aft galley of the Navy’s only forward-deployed aircraft carrier, USS Ronald 
Reagan (CVN 76). The Ronald Reagan provides a combat-ready force that 
protects and defends the collective maritime interests of the U.S. and its allies 
and partners in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman MacAdam Kane 

well suited to serve St. Mary’s Church in 
the capacity of Interim Rector. My skills 
in education, knowledge and experience 
in all aspects of pastoral care, parish 
administration and leadership will serve 
the members of St. Mary’s Church.”

Monica Nathan, Senior Warden of 
St. Mary’s Church Vestry said “we are 
most fortunate to have Reverend Raj 
serve as our Interim Rector. Our Parish 
knows him well and we are pleased to 
have someone that is so well acquainted 
with our Church to help us as we search 
for a full time Rector.” 

founder and convener of the Communi-
ty of Interfaith Colleagues, member of 
Episcopal Bishop Search Committee and 

Serving Over the Holidays
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Previous editions of  Cedar Street Times
can be found at 

www.cedarstreettimes.com 
under the tab “Back Issues”

Central Coast Art Association’s first 
meeting of the new year, Monday, Jan-
uary 25 will feature the widely known 
Monterey artist, Mark Farina, who will 
demonstrate painting a larger painting 
from a plain air study.

The Central Coast Art Association 
regularly meets 7–9 p.m., usually on the 
fourth Monday of the month at the Mon-
terey Youth Center, 777 Pearl St (next 
to Dennis the Menace Park), Monterey. 
Attendance is free and open to the public.

Inspired the spectacular scenery of 
Monterey, Mark’s plein air painting be-
came his passion with his paintings juried 
into many shows, including Oil Painters 
of America, Butler Institute of American 
Art, American Impressionist Society, Wa-
tercolor West and more. Please check his 
website, MFarinaStudio.com for the great 
variety of Mark’s subject matter and his 
complete resume.

Mark Farina Featured at 
Central Coast Art Association

China Cover Ice Plant
Oil, 12 x 9
By Mark Farina

Students in Santa Catalina School’s Art 1 class now know a thing or two about 
endangered birds - thanks to a recent studio project bridging art and the natural world. 
Their studies resulted in approximately 35 acrylic paintings, which are on display at 
the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History through January.

Art teacher, and artist, Claire Lerner said the students showed a remarkable in-
terest in exploring the plight of endangered birds. The students learned how to stretch 
their own canvas, viewed the art of James Audubon, and studied traditional painting 
techniques in the class. 

“Blake Matheson of the Monterey Chapter of the Audubon Society visited with 
the students in our art studio and shared the importance of protecting these birds. The 
students spent a considerable amount of time rendering each bird in an effort to commu-
nicate to the viewer the importance of saving these wonderful creatures,” Lerner said.

A free, public reception will be held at the Museum on Wednesday, January 20 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

“We’re very excited to exhibit the students’ art and were very impressed by the 
hard work put into each piece in the display,” said Museum Executive Director Jeanette 
Kihs. “The Museum’s mission of inspiration, discovery and stewardship of our natural 
world makes us a perfect fit to host this exhibit.”

The Museum is located at 165 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove. For more in-
formation on this event, visit the Museum’s website at http://www.pgmuseum.org/
exhibitions/#santacatalina.

Taking flight in art:
Santa Catalina School Art exhibit 

features endangered birds

Talia Varjian, then in her freshman year, painted “Greater Sandhill Crane,” She 
painted in acrylics.

Learn traditional watercolor techniques to create fresh, dynamic colorful 
orchids.  at the Lyceum’s new workshop with Claudia Stevens.

A multiple step method is provided for students to lay the ground work for 
a successful  painting.  

Bringing art to science: observation, attention to detail, plant structure, mea-
surement, and accuracy are made fun with integrating fine art skills into your work. 

There will be plenty of opportunity for personal assistance and fun additions 
for your tool box. Claudia’s lectures are simple, straightforward and manageable 
which will give you all the tools you need to create striking botanical subjects. 
An art reception will be held at the end.

Ages: 12 - Adult
Dates: Two Sundays; Jan 17 & 24, 2016
Hours: 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Instructor: Claudia Stevens
Class Size: Limited to 8 students
Fee: $75
Questions?   Call us at 831-372-6098 or email general@lyceum.org.

Orchid Painting Workshop
with Claudia Stevens

Two Sundays, January 17 & 24, 2016

The Gentrain Society of Monterey Peninsula College is sponsoring two free 
public lectures in January, 2016. For additional detail and illustrations please see the 
Gentrain website.

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 
Gentrain Society Lecture: Drought and Desperation: 

New State Mandates and the Monterey Peninsula
Monterey Peninsula College Lecture Forum 103

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Free; MPC Parking $2.00

Information: www.gentrain.org ; info@gentrain.org ; 372-0895
Dave Stoldt and Stephanie Locke, General Manager and Water Demand Man-

ager for the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District respectively, will speak 
on the multi-year drought conditions that have led to four Emergency Orders by Cal-
ifornia’s Governor and new State-wide mandates. Learn about the weather patterns 
and problems associated with warming state-wide temperatures, and explore the 
possible local impacts if this winter’s El Nino rainfall does not materialize. 

Wednesday, January 20, 2016 
Gentrain Society Lecture: The Life and Legacy of Isadora Duncan: 

A Revolution in Aesthetics Through Dance
Monterey Peninsula College Lecture Forum 103

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Free; MPC Parking $2.00

Information: www.gentrain.org; info@gentrain.org ; 372-0895

Lois Flood, solo dancer and founder of Diablo Dance Theater, will perform the 
stunning classical dances of the legendary Isadora Duncan. Duncan (1877-1927) in-
troduced a revolutionary way of expressing universal human emotions, ranging from 
the dramatic and lyrical to the heroic, creating a beautiful expressive dance based 
on natural movements. Music by Chopin, Schubert and Gluck will accompany these 
historical dances, choreographed by Isadora and passed on to Lois by the second 
generation of Duncan Dancers. Lois will include a narrative describing Isadora’s 
many new ideas in Art and Politics. 

Gentrain Programs for January

Innovative Photographic Works 
Open 2016 Season

The Center For Photographic Art (CPA)   presents the first exhibition of the 2016 
season with the exciting new work of two innovative photographers, Jane Olin and 
Elizabeth Opalenik. On the Edge of Chance opens January 16 and   is on display 
through Februaury 27. 

Artists lecture, Sat., Jan. 16, 4:00 pm., Carpenter Hall, Sunset Center
Opening Reception, catalog sales and raffle, Jan. 16 at the CPA Gallery, 5:00 - 7:00 

p.m. CPA Gallery is located at San Carlos and 9th Avenue at the Sunset Center, Carmel. 
The event is free and open to the public.
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Jan. 2-8, 2015 

Ocean Rescue of Two 
Kayakers: 3rd Swims to 
Lovers Point

Though the day started out calm and 
beautiful, by mid-afternoon the wind 
kicked up and whitecaps covered the Mon-
terey Bay. Wind gusts as high as 35 mph 
and swells of six feet rushed in.

Three kayakers out for a day on the 
Bay were caught in the middle of it and, 
despite the sunny day, found themselves 
in trouble by about 3:00.

Rescuers from the Coast Guard, State 
Parks, Monterey fire and Pacific Grove 
Police rushed to the scene.

One kayaker was pulled from the wa-
ter and one was clinging to the rocks in the 
cove between Lovers Point and Hopkins 
Marine Station. He was rescued. The third 
was able to paddle to Lovers Point.

The two rescued kayakers were taken 
to Community Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula where they were treated.

•

‘Tis the Season at 
Canterbury Woods

‘Twas a season of carolers, revelers, 
and travelers at Canterbury Woods.  
Music filled the air throughout the 
holidays, including young voices 
from Santa Catalina and Stevenson 
schools, as well as the Boy Scouts. 
There were parties galore, and a jaunt 
to Spanish Bay—with its elaborate 
Gingerbread Village, not to mention 
the glorious vista and melodies of the 
bagpiper at sunset.   Father Christmas 
made his  appearance in the form of 
Segway Santa--a sign of the times, 
and a jolly wrap-up for 2014—as 
Father Time ushers in a Happy New 
Year 2015!

At the Dec. 17 City Council meeting, 
William Merry of the Monterey Regional 
Waste Management District made a brief 
presentation about increased fees needed, 
included in which was a statement that the 
“75 percent diversion by 2020 is a goal, but 
it's about to become a [state] mandate.” He 
reminded the Council that about 150 years 
remain on the local landfill and that more 
needs to be done to meet goals.

The District is making great strides 
in materials recovery, part of which is 
the plan to use a “densifier” to recycle/
reuse styrofoam, also known as expanded 
polystyrene.

•

•
Styrofooam Recycling 
May be in its Infancy 
but offers great hope

Endangered Species Act 
Protection Looms for 

Monarchs
Feds Issue Initial Positive 

Finding on Petition Following 90 
Percent Decline

In response to a petition by the Center 
for Biological Diversity, Center for Food 
Safety, Xerces Society and renowned mon-
arch scientist Dr. Lincoln Brower, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service has announced 
that Endangered Species Act protection 
may be warranted for monarch butterflies. 
The agency will now conduct a one-year 
status review on monarchs, which have 
declined by 90 percent in the past 20 years.

•
Snipped From the Cop 

Log
Dave’s not here

A male was reported knocking on the 
door of a business after hours. Said his 
friend lived there. Friend’s name started 
with a “T” but he couldn’t remember the 
rest. He was determined to be in need of 
medical attention and was transported to 
the hospital.
Dog, lost dog, found dog, barking dog, 

no dog found
A dog was reported lost from 18th St.
A dog was found on Del Monte Blvd. 

No indication whether it might have been 
the lost dog from 18th St.

A dog was found on 17 Mile Drive, 
too.

A barking dog was reported, but it 
wasn’t barking when the officer went to 
Ripple Ave. to check.

Pursuit abandoned due to reckless 
driving

A motorcyclist was observed driving 
recklessly on Ocean View. Officer attempt-
ed to catch up, but the motorcyclist sped up 
and got even more reckless so the officer 

•
Jan. 9-15, 2015

Coastal Commission 
Approves Seal Pup 
Fencing Protection
The California Coastal Commission 

has granted approval for Pacific Grove 
to temporarily close the beaches in the 
5th-8th Streets vicinity to protect the 
vulnerable harbor seal pups born there 
each spring.

 The commission, meeting Wednes-
day in Santa Monica, unanimously con-

sented to a staff recommendation to allow 
the kinds of lattice and split-rail fencing 
the city installed last spring along the 
east side of Berwick Park and over to the 
connect with the permanent fence around 
Hopkins Marine Station.

 The approval was for a three-year 
waiver from the cumbersome processes 
required for a full coastal development 
permit. The fencing used last year doesn’t 

Lecture: California Indian Baskets
Saturday, Jan. 24 u 3-4:30 PM
Special lecture and slide presentation by 
basketry scholar Ralph Shanks on the  
history and culture of California Indian baskets.
Admission $5 at the auditorium door  
and free for Museum members.

•
Jan. 16-22, 2015

Imagine poking through photos on 
EBay, and coming across the image of 
a street you recognized, even though 
the photo was more than a century old. 
It was the beginning of a major project 
for Pacific Grove’s Pat Hathaway and 
co-author Julianne Burton-Carvajal and 
a beautiful book about the California 
plain air artist, Rowena Meeks Abdy. 
The book was launched last weekend, on 
January 10, 2015.

•
Jan. 23-29, 2016

Fed up with the ever-increasing num-
bers of Western gulls nesting on rooftops, 
stealing garbage, and whitewashing build-
ings – and people – city officials in Pacific

Grove will try another tactic this 
season. They’re calling in the reserves: 
falcons.

Papier maché owls didn’t even phase 
the pesky gulls. Nets and spikes on roof-
lines were only marginally effective. Re-
corded distress cries broadcast from City 
Hall seemed only to distress passersby 
as gulls merely moved to other buildings 
to spread their foul-smelling feces down 
walls and windows and on the heads 
and shoulders of unlucky pedestrians. 
A campaign to keep garbage containers 
covered, and litter containers protected by 
gull-proof lids has shown success, but the 
gulls still show up every afternoon, perch 
on parapets and the peaks of roofs, dive-
bomb diners and steal sandwiches right out 
of children’s hands at the middle school.

The city will, under a Federal Aviation 
Administration permit, deploy reconnais-
sance drones to fly over commercial build-
ings downtown and photograph rooftops 
to expose the locations of any nests. they 
say they will not fly over residential areas.

Property owners will then be contact-
ed and warned to remove the nests before a 
certain date in late February, or face fines.

The city can make referrals for 
contractors willing to climb up on local 
buildings and take the nests out.

But after that date in February, it will 
be too late. Western gulls are protected 
under the international migratory bird 
treaty and it will be a serious offense to 
disturb a nesting gull.

The next step will be to deploy falcons 
to scare away the gulls, and to discourage 
them out of fear from building new nests.

West Coast Falconry will release two 
or three of the raptors, which are trained to 
go back to their handlers, to make forays 
over the rooftops. They should frighten the 
gulls enough that they will leave, but the 
falconers will return and make a second 
sweep to make sure the gulls have left.

•
The Monterey County Convention & 

Visitors Bureau released the results of its 
2014 Brand Impact Study and the estimate 
of the economic impact exceeds $216 
million for calendar year 2014 and $96 
million for the first half of the 2014-2015 
fiscal year (July 1 – Dec 31, 2014). 

•
He’s only 22 years old, but Phill 

Benson likes to say that he has 22 years of 
experience in the art of barber shops. The 
Campbell native is the fourth generation of 
folks in the barber business, which started 
with his great grandparents’ barber supply 
company that his parents still operate. 
“I’ve been in and out of barber shops all 
my life,” he says.

Phill, a genial fellow, was just finish-
ing barber school and attending San Jose

State, studying business and market-
ing, when his uncle told him there was a 
barber shop in Pacific Grove that needed 
a partner. He drove down and was invited 
to do Gene Allen’s hair, then was invited 
to stay permanently and eventually buy 
the business.

Jan. 30-Feb. 6, 2015
Tony Sollecito is probably experi-

encing déjà vu all over again. The current 
president of the Pacific Grove Unified 
School District was just brought out of 
retirement to run the troubled King City 
Police Department, at least for up to six 
months. The announcement was made 
public Monday, Jan. 27.

•
Rabbi Bruce Greenbaum of Congre-

gation Beth Israel, located near the mouth 
of Carmel Valley, is the new president of 
the Pacific Association of Reform Rab-
bis (PARR), which covers eight western 
states. 

•

Ensemble cast from PacRep’s SoDA-
onStage season opening production 
of “The Pirates of Penzance” playing 
Jan 30 – Feb 22 at the Golden Bough
Theatre.

2015 Year in Review 1
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Feb.13-19, 2015
Plastic Bags Banned

The long-awaited/much debated ban 
on plastic bags in retail establishments in 
Pacific Grove will go into effect on March 
1, 2015. The ban: 
• Applies to all retail stores starting on 

3/1/2015 
• Does not apply to restaurants 
• Prohibits all single-use plastic carry out 

bags 
• Requires a 10¢ minimum charge on all 

compliant carry out bags 
• Charge must be indicated on customer 

transaction receipt and is not taxable 
• Allows stores keep the charge

Compliant carry out bags include 
paper bags labeled with a 40 percent 
post-consumer recycled content and reus-
able carryout bags designed to last through 
at east 125 uses and are cleanable. Bags 
which are subject to a 10-cent charge are 
all single-use paper carry out bags. The 
solution: Bring your own bag. Don’t use 
a bag at all if you’re only buying one or a 
few items that can be easily carried. The 
new ordinance does not apply to bags 
used for: 
• Loose bulk items such as produce, 

nuts, grains, candy, meat, fish, or small 
hardware such as screws and nails. 

• Protection of goods or to protect against 
contamination of other goods in the 
same bag such as a bag used to protect 
bottles, wet items, and greeting cards. 

• Pharmacy bags used to contain prescrip-
tion drugs. 

• The 10-cent charge also does not ap-
ply to EBT, WIC, CalFresh, or other 
government- subsidized purchase pro-
grams. 

•

Santa Catalina Student 
 Wins Poetry Out Loud
Santa Catalina senior Sharmaine Sun 

has won the county competition that em- 
phasizes language skill and public speak- 
ing. She now advances to the California 
State Finals in Sacramento on March 15 
and 16. 

Sun competed against four other 
students in Monterey County’s 6th annual 
Poetry Out Loud competition. The other 
high schools that participated this year 
were Gonzales High, Millennium Charter 
School, Pacific Grove High and York 

•

PG Man Guilty of 
Manslaughter in Drunken 

Driving  Incident
A Pacific Grove man has been found 

guilty of killing two women and injuring 
his passenger in a 2013 accident in Pebble 
Beach. 

2015 Year in Review2
Feb. 6-12, 2015 

School Board OKs $2.5 
million in Tech Bonds
The Pacific Grove School Board 

passed a resolution approving the issuance 
and sale of $2.5 million in technology 
bonds at its January 22 meeting. The 
bonds were approved by voters in the 
November, 2014 election when Measure 
A was passed by a comfort- able margin. 
According to Assistant School Superinten-
dent Rick Miller the issuance will be the 
first from the measure and will be all that 
is drawn for at least three years. The first 
major purchase will be 1200 Chromebook 
computers for classroom use, Miller said. 
The computers will belong to the school 
and remain there. The purchase of the 
Chromebooks was suggested by the dis-
trict’s Technology Committee (consisting 
of PG District staff members) in a recent 
meeting. 

•

First Friday Merges 
with Art Walks

This First Friday is the first First 
Friday P.G. event that is the result of the 
merger of the Art & Wine Walk and First 
Friday into one event. Won’t you join in 
the premiere of First Friday P.G. 2015? It 
is a wonderful reason to explore downtown 
Pacific Grove in the evening. 

“This is an exciting venture,” explains 
Moe Ammar, Pacific Grove Chamber 
of Commerce president. Ammar credits 
Mayor Bill Kampe “for encouraging the 
two downtown events, First Friday and 
the Wine & Art Walk, to merge into one 
monthly downtown event. With one event, 
there is a lot more excitement and a lot 
more businesses and people participating.” 

•

Water Use Down
The Monterey Peninsula Water Man-

agement District announced that the Mon-
terey Peninsula service area has achieved 
the lowest residential per person, per day 
water usage in the state of California for 
the month of December. In addition, the 
area reduced its overall water use by 23.1 
percent over 2013. 

•

Exhibit Celebrats Steinbeck
“Steinbeck: The Art of Fiction,” an 

exhibit of sculpture, photography, and 
paintings featuring artistic interpretations 
of the author’s fiction opened in Pacific 
Grove at the American Tin Cannery this 
week. In addition to the permanent exhibit, 
the show will include one-day showings 
and lectures by featured artists during its 
run. The exhibit celebrates Steinbeck’s 
enduring talent and love of Pacific Grove 
– his muse. 

•

Travis on Short-Term 
Rentals and Income Taxes

“So you decided to put your home 
up for rent for two weeks surrounding the 
AT&T Pebble Beach National Pro-Am. 
Fortunately for you, it was rumored that 
Arnold Palmer once spent the afternoon 
on your front lawn. As a result, there are 
so many prospective renters that you are 

having to beat them away with golf clubs. 
Finally you settle on a renter and a 

nice fat $40,000 check for two weeks! 
Score! But then you remember this pesky 
thing you do each year called taxes, and 
you start wondering how you are going 
to report this on your tax returns. The 
surprising answer is that it won’t get re-
ported at all. There is a rule which states 
if you rent your home for 14 days or less 
during the year, you do not have to report 
the income. All $40,000 is tax free! But 
what if your renters need an extension of 
one day? Don’t do it! If you do, the entire 
amount is now taxable on Schedule E.“

So says Travis Long, who writes on 
taxes for us twice each month. Shaes of 
short-term vacation rentals.

•

Mike Ottmar Dies
John Miller, former recreation di-

rector for the City of Pacific Grove who 
now lives in Oklahoma, was one of the 

speakers at the celebration of the life of 
Mike Ottmar, held on Saturday, Jan. 31. 

Close to 400 people attended the 
gathering at Pacific Grove High School. 

Ottmar, who died on Jan. 24, was in 
education for 35 years and was a coach 
for 40 years. 

He taught math and physical educa-
tion, and later became assistant principal 
at Pacific Grove High School and principal 
at Pacific Grove Middle School. 

•

Stuart Elder, 31, of Pacific Grove has 
been found guilty of two counts of gross 
vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated 
with a special enhancement of causing 
great bodily injury to his passenger, driv- 
ing under the influence causing injury, and 
driving under the influence with a blood 
alcohol level of .8 or higher and a special 
enhancement for injuring multiple victims. 
His blood alcohol level was more than 
twice the legal limit. 

He faces up to 15 years in prison 
for the deaths of Linda LaRone, 65, and 
Sharon Daly, 72. The women were the 
former owners of Stone’s pet shop in 
Pacific Grove. 

•

A Dog on a Mission
Bixby, a 5-year-old border collie mix, 

has a personal goal. She and her human, 
Mike Minnick, want to spread the word 
about the joys of adopting shelter animals 
by bicycling around the United States. 
Well, Mike bicycles. Bixby rides along 
in a Bixby-sized crate on the back of his 
special cargo bike, enjoying the scenery 
and occasionally taking a nap. 

Together, they have visited more 
than 80 animal shelters from Maine to 
California during a two-year adventure 
that has topped 8,200 miles and 31 states... 
and rising. 

Last weekend, they visited Pacific 
Grove rescues, Animal Friends Rescue 
Project and Peace of Mind Dog Rescue, 
and set about finding a place to stay by 
posting on social media. 

•
Students and staff from Robert H. 

Down Elementary School recently partic-
ipated in The Great Kindness Challenge 
- a week dedicated to creating a culture 
of kindness. The program is a proactive, 
positive, bullying-prevention program that 
declares, “Kindness matters!” 

•
Feb, 20-26, 2015

Flat Clint Was A Thing
Bob from Vinyl Revolution on Forest 

Ave. was one of thousands of people who 
posed with a “Flat Clint” to raise money 
for a favorite charity during the AT&T. 
Six charities were chosen and as photos 
were posted on social media and tagged 
“#flatclint,” money was put into a pool by 
AT&T to be divided among the charities 
later. While there is no report yet on the 
amounts raised, social media and TV were 
abuzz. Thanks to the wonderful weather 
we experienced, record crowds were re-
ported and the Pacific Grove Chamber of 
Commerce said that the shuttle bus they 
offer was full to the brim daily. 

•

Scary Back Pack
On Thursday, Feb. 6, while restau-

rants all over the Peninsula were full of 
celebrities and fans of the AT&T National 
Pro Am, Carmel Police were forced to 
evacuate four blocks of downtown Carmel, 
both businesses and residences because of 
a “suspicious package.”

At about 1:00 p.m., a man left his 
camouflage-printed backpack at the offices 
of an engineering firm, saying he didn’t 
want to carry it around and would be “right 
back.” He wasn’t.

At about 5:00 an employee of the firm 
called police, who made the decision to 
evacuate the area, cordon it off, and inves-
tigate. They called the Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Bomb Squad.

Bomb squad technicians x-rayed the 
bag and noticed mostly clothing and per-
sonal effects. But when they noticed some 
sort of electronics and some wiring, they 
elected to detonate the back pack. No one 
was injured.

Some people are understandably 
upset. One restaurateur, Walter Georis of 
Casanova, said they had 300 reservations 
and had 40 employees waiting to go back 
to work.

The owner of the back pack has been 
identified and could face charges.
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City Leases Railroad Right-

of-Way
The 8.35-acre Union Pacific Railroad 

right-of-way, subject of much public con-
cern when a “for sale” sign went up in 
2008, will be quietly leased by the City of 
Pacific Grove as soon as papers are signed. 
There will be no rent charged. 

The open space is about 1.4 miles long 
and stretches to Sinex Avenue, including 
an area through the front nine holes of the 
golf links and along the back side of El 
Carmelo Cemetery. 

•
Despite rainy weather before and 

after, the 30th Annual Together with Love 
5/10K Run/Walk was a huge success 
raising over $36,000. 1031 competitive 
runners, joggers, and walkers crossed the 
finish line and 54 kids participated in the 
1K kids’ Fun Run, with many coming 
from Boys and Girls Club of Monterey 
County and the Community Partner- ship 
for Youth. 

One hundred percent of the money 
raised goes directly to the Rape Crisis 
Center’s various programs. 

Did you hear the  
Sound of Music  

at Pacific Grove Middle 
School? 

•
Breaker of the Week Maya Srithatan 

was selected as Breaker of the Week for  
Co-directing “The Devil Inside”, 4 Years 
of Stage Management and Visual Audio. 
She’s in her fourth year of stage manage-
ment and visual audio and is one of the 

class of 2015.
• 

Feb. 27-March 6. 2015
The Western Flyer, 72’ Monterey 

fishing boat, a purse seiner, made world-fa-
mous by author John Steinbeck and ma-
rine biologist Edward F. Ricketts on their 
1940 voyage to Baja California’s Sea of 
Cortez has been saved from dereliction, 
ac- quired for preservation and restoration 
as a floating classroom to operate from 
her historic home harbor of Monterey. 
The $2 million project was announced 
as part of the Steinbeck Symposium last 
weekend. The boat will be restored in Port 
Townsend,WA where she was found after 
having been sunk twice and languishing 
under a different name. The saga contin-
ues. Part of the charm of the story is that 
she was found because Bob Enea, whose 
family once owned the boat and in fact 
rented it to Steinbeck, remembered the 
radio call number. The call went out, and 
the Wester Flyer answered.

Casey Lucius Contemplates 
Run for US Congress

Concerned about the state of affairs in 
Washington, D.C. and in the world in gen-
eral, freshman Pacific Grove city council 
member Casey Lucius is exploring the idea 
of a run for U.S. Congress. But she feels 
there is not a lot to put out in print just yet. 

“I’m just putting the feelers out 
there,” said the young mother. “So far I’ve 
gotten a positive response from the people 
I’ve talked with.” 

Lucius’s term on the city council is up 
in 2016. If she were to run for a national 
office, the  Hatch Act requires that she 
resign her current position at the Naval 
Postgraduate School. She has already 
spoken with her department managers at 
NPS about the possibility. 

•

Bowl-A-Thon Under Way
Local women with breast cancer 

who have young children will receive 
much- needed financial assistance from the 
annual Breast Cancer Assistance Group of 
the Monterey Peninsula’s annual Bowl-A-
Thon. The event will be held at Monterey 
Lanes, 2161 N. Fremont in Monterey. The 
event is set for March 14. 

Donations, sponsors and team sign-
ups are sought. Silent Auction or raffle 
items could include products, gift cards, 
or services, for example. 

Sponsors are sought at various levels.
•

Hootenanny Celebrates 1965 
Freedom Marches

On Sat., March 14 at 7-9:30 p.m. 
Hootenanny celebrates the 50th anni-
versary of the three freedom marches in 
1965. They were the catalyst of the Selma 
Voting Rights Movement and led to the 
passage that year of the Voting Rights 
Act, a landmark federal achievement. This 
community sing-along and open jam is 
free and using our songbooks we will be 
singing gospel, blues, Motown, early Rock 
& Roll, and our favorites at: Hootenanny 
CV, P.G. Art Center, 568 Lighthouse Ave., 
Pacific Grove. 

For info call Vic Selby 375-6141. 
•

The Pacific Grove Young Entre- pre-
neur Awards (YEA!) Presentation will be 
held on Tuesday, March 3, 2015, from 
5:30pm to 7:30pm at Pacific Grove Mu-
seum of Natural History in Pacific Grove. 
The presentation will acknowl- edge 
approximately 120 Pacific Grove Middle 
School students who entered this year’s 
competition. A series of cash awards will 
be presented to those stu- dents who ex-
celled in preparing compre- hensive essays 
titled, “How I Will Create A Successful 
Business.” 

•

Sculptor Dies
Dorothy Fowler, renowned sculptor, 

passed away peacefully on February 14, 
2015. A Memorial service was held Mon-
day, February 23 in Spokane. 

Balanced on a rock in Lovers Point 
Park is a life-size bronze statue of a boy 
with a sailboat pointing across the bay – as 
if to dream about tomorrow or remember 
yesterday. The artist’s signature with its 
always present cross tells very little of 
this vibrant, lively woman artist – Dorothy 
Fowler. 

She graduated from Pacific Grove 
High School just before World War II 
was over. 

•

AFRP Takes in 5 Abandoned 
Kittens Left in Dumpster in 

King City 
Animal Friends Rescue Project came 

to the aid of the Monterey County Animal 
Services on Tuesday February 24th when 
they received information that five aban-
doned 2 week old kittens had been found 
in a trash bag in a dumpster in King City. 
The shel- ter routinely seeks help with 
underage kittens needing time and space 
to reach an age appropriate for adoption. 
AFRP took the five kittens whose eyes had 
not yet opened in and placed them into 
a foster home able to provide the young 
ones with round the clock bottle feeding. 
“AFRP is there for the 100’s of underage 
kittens that come into our shelter system 
during the spring and summer months. We 
provide loving foster homes and all the 
necessary medical care needed to get these 
precious lives ready for their new homes” 
said Executive Director Kelly Lehrian. 

•

Fish Lecture
On Thursday, March 5, join the Pacif-

ic Grove Museum of Natural History and 
Sean Hayes with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for 
a special illustrated lecture on steelhead 
trout. 

•

City Employee  
of the Year, Dan Gho 

The Pacific Grove Chamber of Com-
merce will honor the City Employee of the 
Year at a reception on Thursday, March 
12, from 5-6:30 p.m. at Passionfish, 701 
Lighthouse Ave. The event will be hosted 
by res- taurant owners Ted and Cindy Wal-
ter and is open to the public free of charge. 

This year’s award recipient is Public 
Works Super- intendent Daniel Gho, a City 
employee since 2008 who was appointed 
to his present post in February 2014. 

•

March 7-13, 2015
The Pacific Grove Museum of Natural 

History has announced the end of monarch 
butterfly season in Pacific Grove. 

Volunteers counted only 1,400 mon-
archs at the Sanctuary over the weekend 
of Febru- ary 28-March 1, down from a 
count of 6,700 two weeks ago. 

At the height of the season, 24,000 
were counted, up 10,000 from the top 
count in the 2013-2014 season. 

•
Kyle Krasa, who writes a bi-weekly 

column about estate planning, graced us 
with a story of teaching his 4 year-old 
son about “ephemeral.” Like the pages of 
a weekly newspaper. Sort of.

•

March 20-26, 2015
Sea Lion Adults and Pups Are Starv-

ing Due to Warmer Waters 
•

“Paddy,” the first surviving Harbor 
Seal pup born on Pacific Grove beaches 
(this time, Hopkins) suckles. He (or she) 
appears to be doing well, learning to swim, 
and generally being cute. Photo by Kim 
Worrell 

•

Local Men Get a Bright Idea
So you’re cleaning up after a night at 

your work as a bartender, polishing glasses 
and restocking cocktail napkins, and you 
get a bright idea. 

Why not ride your bicycle across the 
United States and see if you can raise some 
money for a favorite cause, like Dorothy’s 
Place? You turn to your coworker, and say, 
“Hey, Luke, I’ve got an idea...” 

Thus began Dan and Luke’s excellent 
adventure. 

Dan Troia, a Pacific Grove native, and 
his friend, Luke Young, took off on a pair 
of touring bicycles with 50 pounds of gear 
and not much of a plan.

Next Week:
2015 Year in Review

5, 6, 7, 8
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and in relatively close vicinity to people. 
Coyotes are naturally fearful of 

humans but may become a threat if they 
become comfortable around humans or are 
given access to food and garbage.

•

Poetry In The Grove  
Explores the poetry of  

Naomi Shihab Nye 
Saturday, April 4 from 4-6pm at the 

Little House in Jewell Park. 
“I support all people on earth who 

have bodies like and unlike my body” 
Poetry In The Grove meets from 

4-6pm on the first Saturday of each month 
at the Little House in Jewell Park, 578 
Central Ave, Pacific Grove. A different 
poet is discussed each month. These meet-
ings are cosponsored by the Pacific Grove 
Poetry Collective, The Pacific Grove Poet 
In Residence Program and the Pacific 
Grove Library. 

•
``Loving Watercolor, Paintings by 

Nancy Hauk,’’ featuring images of Cali-
for- nia and France, will run from April 17 
through May 30 at the Pacific Grove Public 
Library’s newly uncovered gallery space 
in the historic Andrew Carnegie Building 
at 550 Central Avenue. 

The opening reception will be held 
Friday, April 17, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. and 
will also serve as a fundraiser for those 
who wish to contribute to the gallery 
space, which will close for a few months 
after the exhibit for refurbishment. Work 
planned includes removing carpet and 
refinishing the floors as well as installing 
glass doors to the gallery space. 

•

Good Old Days Mustache 
Competition 

On Saturday, April 11 at 3:00 p.m., the 
Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce and 
Phill’s Barber Shop will be hosting the first 
annual Best Mustache Competition at the 
Pacific Grove Good Old Days. The judging 
will be held at Phill’s Barber Shop, located 
at 610 Lighthouse Ave., where new owner 
Phill Benson will choose a winner. 

•

Traditionally the Pacific Grove Ro-
tary Club selects a prominent individual 
who has well served the community as its 
Grand Marshal for the Rotary Good Old 
Days Parade held this year on Saturday 
April 11 at 10 a.m. sharp. So it comes as 
no surprise that the Rotary has selected 
Alan Cohen as this year’s Grand Marshal. 

•

Helen Johnson’s Bequest 
to the Museum Will fund 

Monarch Programs
Helen Johnson loved monarchs. So 

much so she provided a generous estate 
gift establishing the Helen Johnson 
Monarch Endowment Fund. This endow-
ment, at just over $800,000, will support 
monarch education and monarch citizen 
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Part of the plan did involve raising 
funds for Dorothy’s Place, a Franciscan 
shelter project in Salinas. “I was asked 
to give food to the homeless, so I went to 
check out Dorothy’s Pace,” said Troia. “I 
wanted to help immediately.”

“We winged it,” said Dan. “We didn’t 
know what we were doing.” 

On Tuesday, March 24, the public will 
have a chance to go on the tour with them 
when they pres- ent their film at the Per- 
forming Arts Center at the middle school 
at 6:30 p.m. Admission is free, and there 
will be a chance to donate to fund their 
next adventure. 

•

Pony League’s Special Night 
for Differently Abled Players

The evening before Opening Day, 
Pacific Grove’s Pony League players and 
parents hosted a special night at the Munic-
ipal field, for players who can’t sign up for 
regular baseball due to differing abilities. 

Fourteen players between the ages of 
5 and 21 attended and suited up in jerseys 
to learn to bat, catch, field, and make it 
around the bases. 

There were also more than 30 vol-
unteers from sixth, seventh, and eighth 
grades who coached and encouraged the 
new players. 

•

Active Older Adults at 
Pacific Grove Adult School

Older adults on the Monterey Penin-
sula are fortunate to have a resource that 
can help them improve their strength, flex-
ibility, balance, and overall conditioning. 
They can improve the quality of the lives 
by having more energy and improved 
mobility. The resource is the Active Older 
Adult fitness classes offered by the Pacific 
Grove Adult School. They have six very 
competent and enthusiastic instructors 
who offer 14 different types of exercise 
classes. There is something for all interests 
and ability levels. 

•
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Carmel to Charge 
for Auto Events 

Concours Auto Rally Pulls Out of 
Carmel Portion of their Route 

Facing budget issues, as other area 
cities do, Carmel is seeking ways to 
recover costs of city functions. One of 
those is the hosting of the Pacific Grove 
Concours Auto Rally as it rolls through 
Carmel on one afternoon per year during 
Car Week. 

Carmel’s community activities and 
cul- tural commission director Janice 
Bombard advised that the Pacific Grove 

charitable event be charged expenses such 
as police overtime, placement of barri-
cades by Public Works, and other items.

•

Sidewalks Under Study
Citing a number of reasons, not the 

least of which are California law and 
the Ameri- cans with Disabilities Act, 
Councilmember Rudy Fischer asked the 
City Council to direct staff to make a 
recommendations on a policy setting both 
design standards and cost-sharing criteria 
for sidewalk installa- tion and maintenance 
within the city limits of Pacific Grove. 

California Streets and Highways Code 
provides that owners of lots or portions of 
lots fronting public streets maintain them. 
The ADA provides that sidewalks and 
pedestrian pathways be accessible for 
indi- viduals with disabilities. But large 
portions of Pacific Grove still do not have 
sidewalks or have sidewalks which are in 
disrepair and therefore dangerous, and part 
of the justification is cost. 

•
An early morning arson fire on March 

21 destroyed the Monterey Food Bank’s 
small fleet of refrigerated trucks and the 
loading dock in Salinas. Smoke damage 
necessitated the destruction of a ware-
house full of food donated to help feed 
Monterey County’s hungry. 

Original estimates put the damage 
at $500,000 but have since risen to more 
than $1 million. Thousands have rallied 
to replenish the food stores and donate 
cash to help get the bank back in business. 
Collection points sprang up and Califor-
nia Water Service, among other private 
donors, gave $10,000. 

An informal group of five local 
funders announced grants of $418,500 to 
the Food Bank for Monterey County. 

•
Forty-two local non-profit, charitable 

and youth organizations have received 
grant funding from the Big Sur Inter-
national Marathon’s fall event, the Half 
Marathon on Monterey Bay. 

Groups ranging from scout troops to 
high school athletic teams to human ser-
vices groups such as Habitat for Humanity, 
Community Partnership for Youth (CPY), 
Juve- nile Impact and others have received 
grant funds in appreciation of their volun-
teerism with the fall event. 

In total, the non-profit marathon orga-
nization awarded $64,000 from the 2014 
Half Marathon on Monterey Bay. 

•

Don’t orget Coyotes
Pacific Grove Animal Control has 

been informed of coyote sightings in sev-
eral neighborhoods around Pacific Grove, 

science for this and future generations in 
perpetuity. 

Johnson’s endowment has become the 
largest gift bequeathed to the Museum in 
its long history. On Monday, March 23, 
Johnson’s executor Gail Delorey presented 
a check to Museum Foundation’s Board 
of Directors. 

•
The Pacific Grove boys’ basketball 

team had one of its best seasons in recent 
memory, finishing with an overall record 
of 19-6 and winning its second straight 
Mission Trail Athletic League Champion-
ship. The Breakers also made it to the CCS 
Division IV semi-finals before falling to 
number one seed Santa Cruz 55-48. 

The last time the Breakers made it that 
far in the CCS playoffs was in the 2007-
2008 season, where they finished with an 
overall record of 19-8. 

Along with winning 19 games this 
season, the Breakers took home three top 
individual awards; coach of the year, most 
valuable player, and defensive player of 
the year. 

Head coach Dan Powers received 
honors as MTAL coach of the year and 
won the ‘Golden Whistle’ Award from 
KSBW. “I think they are a reflection of the 
kids I coach,” Powers said about winning 
both awards. “They are nice honors and 
it’s nice to receive some of the recognition, 
but they’re not the real reason I coach.”

• 
Carmel Gets New Public 

Rest Rooms
The City of Carmel-by-the-Sea 

opened its new public restroom facility 
on Scenic Road at Santa Lucia Avenue in 
December. The structure, which has been 
a goal of the City for many years, replaces 
temporary portable restrooms.

A formal opening will be held some-
time in January. 

You KNOW That’s not 
all that happened in 
the first three months 
of 2015. All of our back 
issues can be found 
on our website at www.
cedarstreettimes.com 
under “Back Issues.”
And we’ll have another 
installment net week.
Our  “Years in Review” 
sections from past years 
can also be found on 
our website, all in PDF 
format.
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Tree Trivia
• Around 25-30 million trees are sold each year.*
• Over 100,000,000 acres of farm land are dedicated to growing a variety 

of trees.*
• Trees take 6-8 years to mature for harvest, faster if growth chemicals are 

used.*
• The most common tree is the Douglas Fir.*
• In 1853, Franklin Pierce brought the first Christmas tree to the White 

House.
• Teddy Roosevelt banned the Christmas tree while in office for environ-

mental reasons.
• The first Christmas tree to grace the Vatican was in 1982.
• Early artificial trees were created out of green-dyed goose feathers.
• In 1883 Sears, Roebuck & Co. offered the first artificial tree—33 limbs 

for .50 cents and 55 limbs for $1.
• Tree ‘skirts’ were used to collect the wax drippings of the candles used in 

early decoration.

*Source: National Christmas Tree Association

Modern Christmas Trees
It is generally believed that in the 

1600s, the Germans were the first to 
actually whack down a tree and bring it 
inside the home. I doubt if a gaping hole 
was an issue. The trees were decorated 
with shiny apples, golden straw stars, and 
occasionally handmade lace. If trees were 
scarce, devote Christians built pyramids of 
wood and decorated them with evergreen 
boughs and candles. 

Research indicates that Martin Luther 
was the first to adorn his indoor tree with 
more than natural decorations and added 
lighted candles. While walking home one 

Diggin’ It
Dana Goforth

Tannenbaum Tales
evening, he was struck with the beauty of 
the twinkling stars that framed the ever-
green trees and decided to recapture the 
feeling inside. 

But it wasn’t until 1848 or so that 
an indoor tree became hugely popular. A 
woodcut illustration on the cover of The Il-
lustrated London News depicted the much 
loved Queen Victoria and Prince Albert 
standing around an elaborately decorated 
tree with their children. What was done at 
the British Royal court was immediately 
fashionable, and the custom of bringing an 
evergreen tree indoors was born.

With the advent of accessible elec-
tricity in the early 1900s, candles went by 
the wayside — much to the relief of early 
insurance companies who, unsuccessfully, 
tried to ban the custom. Edward Johnson, 
vice president of the Edison Electric Light 
Company, created the first string of lights 
that trussed up a holiday tree.

Today, millions of trees are sold 
around the world making it a multi-billion 
dollar industry… and that’s not including 
all the decorations and lights that are sold 
to brighten every Christmas.

Legend and lore shroud the evolution 
of the Christmas tree as we know it today. 
During my research for this column, I 
was amazed that nearly every indigenous 
tribe, in both the Northern and Southern 
hemisphere, have a celebration around the 
winter solstice. Many include the theme of 
rebirth, celebrating the sun, and the use of 
plants in some form. 

I also need to point out that my mother 
got past the flocked tree craze of the 1960s 
and, much to the relief of my dad, realized 
that gaps in the tree meant she had more 
space to fill with her ornaments.

Happiest of holidays everyone!

Dana Goforth lives in Pacific Grove 
with three longhaired cats and a garden 
that is constantly evolving. She is a writer, 
artist, teacher, and gardener. You can read 
other articles by Dana at www.closedmon-
day.wordpress.com

The perfect Christmas tree? All 
Christmas trees are perfect! —Charles 
N. Barnard

If there is a talent gene attributed to 
finding the perfect Christmas tree, my 
mother had it. Every year, we drove to the 
local Boy Scout lot and hunted — Mom 
in the lead. She had to look at every tree, 
lift every branch, and make sure the tree 
was not too short nor too tall. There had 
to be enough space at the top to host her 
favorite topper ornament. Of course, the 
tree had to be fresh, fresh, fresh, and very 
fragrant. A Douglas Fir was too compact 
to hold her amazing collection of wooden 
Santa and nutcracker ornaments, so she 
gravitated to the Noble Fir, preferably of 
the silvertip species. The spacing between 
the branches had to be just right and the 
tips arching just so. 

After she purchased the tree, Mom 
ordered it flocked with fake, white snow. 
“To better show off the tinsel,” she said. 
Why, you ask, would someone purchase 
an expensive and beautiful silvertip only 
to cloak it in white glue and cotton fibers? 
Well, that’s just the way it was.

One year, my mother was too ill to 
shop for the tree. So she sent my dad and 
me. Big mistake. We drove downtown to 
the cheap tree lot and dad spent all of five 
minutes choosing the tree before he flung it 
into the back of the truck. I was confused, 
and said so, but he was dad and I let it go.

When we got home, Dad strung the 
tree by its top branches from the rafters 
in the garage. He cut away several lower 
branches and put them aside. I watched in 
bewilderment as he found his electric drill, 
chose the appropriate size bit, and drilled 
several holes into the trunk where there 
was a huge gap between the branches. It 
was at that time when Mom poked her 
head through the door and saw the may-
hem Dad was inflicting on the poor tree. 
I knew her look and ran away before the 
yelling started.

In fairness to Dad, he did get a Noble 
Fir and groomed his tree with a home 
flocking kit, which included the use of a 
vacuum cleaner. The evidence remained in 
the garage, on the shelves, and behind the 
washer and dryer for months. That year, 
Mother constantly reminded us of what a 
paltry tree it was. Except probably to the 
tree itself.

Origins of the Christmas Tree
Long before a tree was used by 

Christians to celebrate the birth of a 
child, ancient peoples were bringing in 
the greens to commemorate the winter 
solstice (usually December 21 or 22). In 
most cultures, the solstice represented the 
returning of life after death and a celebra-
tion was called for. 

The Druids of Great Britain, also 
known as wood priests, brought holly and 
mistletoe inside during the deep, dark, 
wintery days. Holly in particular was 
considered a “par excellence” protective 
tree and it’s red berries symbolize the 
returning to life of Mother Earth. Ever-
green branches also graced the doors of 
Druid households, much like the wreaths 
we use today.

Also rooted in ancient Celtic beliefs is 
the Roman feast of Saturnalia in honor of 
Saturn, the god of agriculture and harvest. 
The celebration began December 17th and 
lasted for a week full of much merriment 
and, ahem, debauchery. Roman houses 
were decorated with greens, they gave 
gifts of coins for prosperity, and lit many 
candles to light one’s journey through life 
and to welcome the return of the sun.

On an interesting note, in the 4th cen-
tury BCE, the Roman Catholic Church 
adopted Saturnalia into their holy doc-
trines. “In return for ensuring massive 
observance of the anniversary of the Sav-
ior’s birth by assigning it to this resonant 
date (December 25th), the Church agreed 
to allow the holiday to be celebrated 
more or less the way it had always been,” 
writes professor Stephen Nissenbaum of 
Amherst. Excess merriment included.

The ancient Egyptians also honored 
the return of their sun god, Ra. According 
to Egyptian lore, there was much fighting 
going on in the heavens with all the gods 
and goddesses taking part. After the sol-
stice ended and the days became longer, 
Ra emerged yet again, symbolizing trium-
phant of life over death. In celebration, 
the Egyptians decorated their homes with 
green palm rushes.

In Scandinavia, early Norsemen also 
known as Vikings brought in branches 
of evergreens to celebrate the revival of 
their sun god Balder. Some even decorated 
their doorways to protect the family from 
ghosts, witches and others with evil on 
their minds.

fghjik
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Planning for
Each Generation

Kyle A. Krasa, Esq.

Travis on Taxes
Travis H. Long, CPA

Every January, I travel from the mod-
erate climate of the Monterey Peninsula 
to the frozen lakes of Minnesota to par-
ticipate in one of the largest pond hockey 
tournaments in the country. While most 
“snowbirds” are escaping the winter, I’m 
gleefully jumping into it.

As a hockey fan growing up on the 
Monterey Peninsula, it is   a very special 
treat to experience the sport “as nature 
intended.”   The tournament is held on a 
large lake where over 2,000 like-minded 
participants make the annual pilgrimage 
for a long weekend of fun and enthusi-
asm in the cold. It’s one of the most epic 
experiences of the year and something 
we look forward to as soon as the previ-
ous year’s tournament is over and we’re 
heading home.

When I anticipate an experience like 
the pond hockey tournament, I often worry 
about whether something will go wrong. 
What if I get sick or injured and that causes 
me to miss the five days I look forward 
to the whole year? I always make sure to 
get my flu shot well in advance and I take 
extra precaution in the weeks leading up 
to the annual event.

There is one aspect that is not under 
anybody’s control: the weather. It is cru-
cial that we thread that needle between 
unbearable below-zero temperatures and 
an unseasonable warm spell that melts the 
ice. In the past years, I had always been 
lucky. This year, however, is a different 
story. With less than a month until the 
tournament, the organizers made the deci-
sion to postpone the tournament by a few 
weeks due to the fact that the lake has not 
fully frozen over yet.

Our team already made travel, lodg-
ing, and vacation-time arrangements and 
we could not adjust to the new schedule. 
At the same time, there is no guarantee that 
the lake will be frozen by the rescheduled 
dates. We were collectively bummed out 
that we won’t get to experience the joy of 
the Land of 10,000 Frozen Hockey Ponds 
for at least another year. However, every-
body took it in stride. We understand that 

Contingency Planning

nobody has any control over the weather 
and we need to make the best of it.

I compared this disappointing expe-
rience to a star player being injured and 
out for a season. While it is a heartbreak 
to miss an entire year, once the player 
is back on the team the next season, the 
missed games will seem like a blip on the 
screen. With any luck, in January of 2017 
we will be back on the frozen Minnesota 
pond, trying to prevent hypothermia from 
setting in, and happily playing the sport 
that we love so much in an environment 
that Californians don’t often have the 
opportunity to enjoy.

As I discussed with my teammates, 
this is the way it goes sometimes. Life is 
messy and it does not always go according 
to plan. We all understand this and, after 
taking some time to process the change, 
we were prepared to move forward with 
amended plans.

Having a back-up plan is critical. 
When it comes to estate planning, we 
often only think about scenarios on the 
surface, never fully contemplating what 
we would like to happen if the ideas that 
we have in our minds cannot work out due 
to an unforeseen change of circumstances. 
A comprehensive plan should anticipate 
reasonably foreseeable contingencies with 
alternate plans ready to be triggered should 
the need arise. In establishing a new estate 
plan or reviewing an existing plan, take the 
time to consider a “Plan B” and a “Plan C” 
in addition to your “Plan A.” Sometimes 
the backup plans end up being critical and 
more valuable than the original plan.

KRASA LAW, Inc. is located at 704-D 
Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 
and Kyle may be reached at 831-920-0205.

Disclaimer: This article is for general 
information only. Reading this article 
does not establish an attorney-client 
relationship. Before acting on any of 
the information presented in this article, 
you should consult a competent attorney 
who is licensed to practice law in your 
community.

My vision of Santa's workshop is that 
it is built into his home at the North Pole.  
Being that it is quite chilly there, why 
would you want to leave the warmth of one 
building to go to another?  It is also highly 
unlikely that he would need a separate office 
"in-town" at the North Pole.  Betting on the 
idea that it is built into his home, he would 
certainly seem eligible for a home office 
deduction.  

Whether or not he would use the Form 
8829 - Expenses for Business Use of Your 
Home would depend on his legal structure, 
however.  Is he Santa Claus, sole propri-
etor?  Is it Santa Claus, Inc. of which he is 
a greater than 2% shareholder employee?  
Or maybe it is Santa's Workshop, LLC?  
If it is an LLC, it is possible it could be a 
Single Member LLC if the North Pole has 
community property laws.  If that is the 
case, Santa and Mrs. Claus would be treated 
as one member and the entity disregarded 
for federal tax purposes.  Well, I suppose 
that is for Santa and the IRS to worry about!  
Maybe we should focus on you instead...

If you use part of your home for busi-
ness purposes, you may be able to claim a 
home office deduction using Form 8829 - 
Expenses for Business Use of Your Home.  
The space must be used exclusively and reg-
ularly for business purposes and it must be 
your principal business location - meaning 
that it must be the main place where mana-
gerial activities occur for your business, and 
you have no other space where substantial 
managerial activities occur.

You can claim this deduction as a sole 
proprietor, but also as an employee, if your 
employer expects you to maintain an office 
in your home and provides no other fixed 
location for you to work.  It is best if this 
type of arrangement is spelled out in your 

employment agreement.  
The Form 8829 is used specifically 

for sole proprietors filing a Schedule C.  
If  you are an employee claiming a home 
office deduction, or a partner, or if you 
are filing in conjunction with a Schedule 
F for a farm, you must use the "Worksheet 
to Figure the Deduction for Business Use 
of Your Home" in Publication 587 to cal-
culate the expenses instead.  It essentially 
accomplishes the same purpose, except 
whereas the Form 8829 is filed with the 
returns, the worksheet is not.

The Form 8829 and the worksheet 
in Publication 587 focus on calculating a 
deduction based on actual expenses.  There 
is a relatively new simplified method also.  
It allows you to deduct a flat $5 per square 
foot up to a maximum of $1,500 a year.

We will now spend some time focus-
ing on the Form 8829 itself.  If you would 
like to read a more in-depth analysis on the 
home office deduction discussed above, I 
wrote a three part series on this topic on 
July 26, August 9, and August 23 of 2013.  
You can find them on my website at:

 http://blog.tlongcpa.com/2013/07/26/
home-office-new-option-for-2013/

Part I of the Form 8829 determines 
the business percentage you will use to 
apply to the home office expenses you 
incur.  You divide the business use square 
footage by the total square footage to de-
termine the percentage that will be applied 
to the expenses.  

Home daycare providers have special 
rules as they are allowed to use the space 
for both personal use and work use.  They 
have an additional calculation in Part I 
where they divide the total hours for the 
year that the space was used for daycare 

Merry Christmas!
Back to Basics Part XXX - Form 8829- 
Expenses for Business Use of Your 
Home

See LONG Page 21
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Legal Notices
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 

STATEMENT 
File No. 20152382

The following person is doing busi-
ness as LAUB'S COUNTRY STORE, 
S/W corner San Carlos & Ocean Ave., 
Carmel, Monterey County, CA 93921:  
LAUB AMERICA CORPORATION, 
108 Arboleda Lane, Carmel Valley, 
CA 93924. This statement was filed 
with the Clerk of Monterey County 
on December 2, 2015. This business 
is conducted by a corporation. Regis-
trant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 6/12/72. 
Signed: Eddene C. McNamara ,CFO.
Publication dates: 12/11, 12/18, 
12/25/15, 1/1/16

 City of Pacific Grove 
Annual Notice of Vacancies 

BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 
The City of Pacific Grove is seeking applications for the following Boards, Commissions and Committees for 
vacancies that currently exist and/or terms that expire January/February 2016. For a complete description of the 
purposes and meeting schedule of each of the available Boards, Commissions, and Committees, please visit the 
City’s website at http://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/boards 
• Administrative Enforcement Hearing Officer Panel (5) 
• Architectural Review Board (5) 
• Economic Development Commission –General Business Owners (1); Citizens at large (2) 
• Golf Links Advisory Commission (4-hospitality/business owner/manager) 
• Historic Resources Committee (7) 
• Museum Board (2) 
• Beautification and Natural Resources Committee (4) 
• Planning Commission (1) 
• Recreation Board(2) 
• Traffic Safety Commission (4) 
Appointees must be registered Pacific Grove voters, except for the Economic Development Commission. 
Applications for these vacancies will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 11, 2015. Interested 
persons may pick up an application at the City Clerk’s Office, 300 Forest Avenue or a copy may be download-
ed from the City’s website at: http://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/sites/default/files/forms/city-clerk/applica-
tion-app-boards-commissions-12-14-09_0.pdf Further information may also be obtained by contacting the City 
Clerk at (831) 648-3181 or by emailing cityclerk@cityofpacificgrove.org 
Publication Dates 11/13/15 TFN

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

File No. 20152401

The following person is doing busi-
ness as ROBINA'S ORGANICS, 
1700 Old Stage Rd., Salinas, Mon-
terey County, CA 93903:  ROBINA 
BHATTI-HAUGE, 1911 Chennault 
Ct., Marina, CA 93933 and EVAN 
HAUGE, 1911 Chennault Ct., Marina, 
CA 93933. This statement was filed 
with the Clerk of Monterey County on 
December 4, 2015. This business is 
conducted by a married couple. Regis-
trant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 11/26/15. 
Signed: Robina Bhatti-Hauge.
Publication dates: 12/11, 12/18, 
12/25/15, 1/1/16

Legal Notices

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT File No. 20152420

The following person is doing 
business as GRAVITY WINE 
HOUSE, 28275 Alta Street, Gonza-
les, Monterey County, CA 93926:  
SLH FARMS, A CALIFORNIA 
CORPORATION, 28275 Alta Street, 
Gonzales, CA 93926. This statement 
was filed with the Clerk of Monterey 
County on December 8, 2015. This 
business is conducted by a corpo-
ration. Registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious 
business name or names listed above 
on 12/1/15. Signed: Mark Pisoni, 
President.
Publication dates: 12/18, 12/25/15, 
1/1, 1/8/16 

The following person is doing busi-
ness as STRIVIN FOR A BUCK 
ENT., 1744 Lasalle Ave., Seaside, 
Monterey County, CA 93955:  DAR-
REL G. SOSLAND, 1744 Lasalle 
Ave., Seaside, CA 93955. JOE G. 
KLOTZ, 517 11th St., Pacific Grove, 
CA 93950. This statement was filed 
with the Clerk of Monterey County on 
December 14, 2015. This business is 
conducted by co-partners. Registrant 
commenced to transact business under 
the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on N/A. Signed: Joe 
Klotz and Darrel Sosland
Publication dates: 12/18, 12/25/15, 
1/1, 1/8/16

We are an
ADJUDICATED
NEWSPAPER.

Please call

831-324-4742
for your legal publication needs.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No. 20152524

The following person is doing business as TROIA PARTNERSHIP, 801 Foam St., Monterey, Monterey County, 
CA 93940:  JOHN A. TROIA, 801 Foam St., Monterey, CA 93940;  FRANK J. TROIA, 801 Foam St., Monterey, 
CA 93940. This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on December 18, 2015. This business is 
conducted by co-partners. Registrant commenced to transact business under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 01/01/2001. Signed: John Troia
Publication dates: 12/25/15, 1/1, 1/8, 1/15/16
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Triathlon at Pacific Grove 
moves to June 10- 12 in 2016

After 21 years with a September date, Tri-California Events has moved the Triathlon 
at Pacific Grove from September to June. 

“With so many races in the fall and so few in the spring and summer we believe 
that this event will fit in everyone’s schedule.  There is an Olympic Distance race on 
Saturday.  On Sunday there is a 5K&10K Run and a Sprint Distance Triathlon.  Many 
triathletes are completing what is called PG Squared (PG2) and doing the triathlons on 
both days.  The Monterey Bay where the event is held is one of the greatest destinations 
in the world so, do an event and enjoy the local beauty,” said a spokesperson.

Pacific Grove

Sports

Veterans’ smiles were as big as the kids’ grins, when Monterey Elks Lodge #1285 
honored the Veterans Transition Center of Monterey County at a Christmas din-
ner and gifts event at the Marina American Legion Thursday eveing (12/17/15)
Coastal Cuisine, the Elks’ caterer, served prime rib from a carving station to 177 
formerly-homeless veterans and their families, many of them either living in the 

Veterans Treated to Prime Rib Dinner by Elks Lodge 1285
177 Formerly Homeless Vets and Families Treated to Dinner, Gifts

VTC transitional housing units on historic Fort Ord or “alumni” of the program, 
now living on their own as productive citizens. 
Baking skills and time were donated by 18 Elks’ volunteers. “It gave us great 
pleasure to serve those that served us so selflessly,” said caterer Caron De 
Seguirant.

Central Coast Silkscreen & Embroidery
215 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove
831.372.1401

Breaker of the Week
Zach Goodwin

Zach participates in a 
multitude of activities around 
campus. Goodwin participates 
in cross country, soccer, 
and track. In addition, Zach 
is a member of the PGHS 
band — he is the percussion 
section leader. With a 4.4 
GPA, Goodwin is strong in the 
classroom as well. 

REACH Basketball returns January 23
Families with children, ages 6 – 22, who have special needs are enthusiastically 

invited to participate in Special Kids Crusade’s REACH Basketball program, which 
begins the weekend of January 23.   Participants will meet for one hour per weekend 
for a total of six weeks, at one of two locations: the Boys & Girls Club at 1332 La Salle 
Avenue in Seaside and the Salinas Community YMCA at 117 Clay Street in Salinas.   
Registration cost for either location is $50.   To register, visit  www.SpecialKidsCrusade.
org  or call  (831) 372-2730.

REACH Basketball, so-named for Special Kids Crusade’s mission to help special 
kids “reach” for the stars, gives children with developmental disabilities the opportunity 
to play the game of basketball.   Through weekly one-on-one connections with their 
volunteer partners, REACH participants get a chance to develop gross motor skills, 
enhance cognitive abilities, and practice socializing with peers and adults in a nurturing 
and supportive environment.  

Special Kids Crusade is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit whose mission is to develop resources, 
raise awareness and provide support for children with developmental disabilities and 
their families.  

Breaker Basketball Recap
Pacific Grove vs. Gilroy 12/19/15

Despite giving its starters limited playing time due to a big lead, Pacific Grove 
defeated the visiting Mustangs from Gilroy on Dec. 19 by a score of 59-32. Gilroy 
never led.

After Gilroy won the opening tip-off, Brad Sendell found Sam Fenstermaker with 
a nifty pass in the paint to give the Breakers a 2-0 lead.

The Breakers ran their lead to 9 with a three from Jake Merenda with one minute 
remaining in the 1st quarter. Merenda finished with 10 points.

After starting off slow, the PG shooters warmed up, Brad Sendell hit two threes 
from nearly the exact same spot midway through the 2nd on ensuing possessions to 
kickstart the Breaker offense.

Pacific Grove led 15-6 at the end of the 1st.
Gilroy managed only 5 points in the 2nd quarter. Enough said. The Mustangs found 

themselves facing a 16-point deficit at the half.
The Breakers gave their starters lots of rest, and other players stepped up during 

their time in the spotlight. Korley Shaoul had 5 points when he came on in the 4th 
quarter and Emmett Small added 4.

Uche Ebo finished with 4 points, but he also drew two key charges facing off against 
Gilroy’s Elijah Floyd. Floyd paced the Mustangs with 8 points.

By the end of the 3rd, Pacific Grove had a commanding 44-21 lead.
The Breakers stretched their lead further with 4 4th-quarter points from Zack Miller 

and the aforementioned 5 from Shaoul.
Needing to keep the ball with 20 seconds to go in the game, Apollo Marquez pulled 

of two neat moves at the buzzer to keep possession.
The Breakers(5-1) lost to Half Moon Bay on Tuesday, Dec. 22.
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By Patricia Hamilton

and Joyce Krieg

Stitching Her Way through Fashion History
As Keepers of Our Culture, our mis-

sion includes maintaining the memories 
of disappearing arts and crafts. We’re not 
talking only about lost skills from long 
ago like churning butter, but also more 
recent talents and trades that are rapidly 
facing extinction in the digital age. In the 
not-too-distant future, no living person 
will remain with first-hand experience 
in using a manual typewriter, installing 
an under-dash eight-track tape deck, or 
developing film in a darkroom. 

Columnist Joyce Krieg recently dis-
covered the personal value of keeping in 
touch with the arts and crafts of the past 
with this account of a quest to create a 
costume for the Great Dickens Christmas 
Fair in San Francisco.

Memories of Life before Forever 21
Those of you young enough not to yet 

be swamped with pitches to join AARP 
may find it hard to believe, but there was a 
time—not all that long ago—when women 
and girls made their own clothes. “Made” 
as in shopping for a pattern, cutting out 
fabric and sitting down at a sewing ma-
chine. Certainly this was true for those of 
us growing up in ordinary, middle-class 
families in Northern California in the 
1960s.

In those simpler times, there were no 
stores like H & M and Forever 21, or even 
Target, where you could find cute, current 
fashions at prices an average middle-class 
family could afford. Sure, we had Macy’s, 
The Emporium and—my favorite!—Jo-
seph Magnin, stores that could be counted 

on to stock the latest trends. But the price 
tags were well beyond the budget of my 
family and that of most of my friends. We 
were working-class J.C. Penney families.  
Penney’s, Sears and “Monkey Ward,” of-
fering plain little shirtwaist dresses, dumpy 
wrap-around skirts and boring sweater 
sets, perfect for secretaries, librarians 
or—even worse—our mothers.

These were the groovy, mod, pop art 
years, that mid-point in the 60s between 
Camelot and the arrival of the hippies, 
where Carnaby Street ruled the fashion 
scene. My classmates and I were desperate 
over kicky Mary Quant miniskirts, poor-
boy sweaters, sweet little flower print 
A-line dresses with wide white collars, 
and straight shifts in geometric blocks of 
primary colors. 

Only one solution presented itself: 
learn to sew.

Most of us grew up in homes with 
a sewing machine, with mothers who’d 
survived the Great Depression and World 
War II and were handy with needle and 
thread. So by the time we arrived at the 
required Home Ec class in high school, 
we already knew the basics, and some 
of us were more skilled than the teacher. 
For one hour every day, we could devote 
ourselves to the thing we worshipped most 
(well, besides boys)—clothes!

Every Shopping Center Had 
at Least One Fabric Store

How we poured over the latest issues 
of Seventeen and Ingenue as if those slick 
pages contained the answers to the myster-
ies of the universe! After school activities 
involved excursions to Valley Fair where 
we’d inspect the new arrivals at Macy’s 
and Joseph Magnin, soaking in details, fig-
uring out how it was made, assessing how 
hard it would be to re-create the look. Then 
we’d take ourselves to the nearest House 
of Fabrics or Home Yardage—every shop-
ping center had at least one fabric store in 

those days—flipping through the pattern 
books until we found the closest match to 
the latest style, spending our babysitting 
money on fabric and notions.

Like those GEICO commercials 
would say, if you were a middle-class teen 
girl in the 1960s, it’s what you did.

I can’t recall exactly when I stopped 
making all my clothes, but it was probably 
in the early 1970s, when I left home and 
went to work as a daily newspaper report-
er. I’m guessing it was a combination of 
no longer having the time, plus earning a 
salary large enough to cover a splurge at 
Joseph Magnin. It seems like right around 
that time, most of the women of my gen-
eration—those girls I sewed with back 
in high school—had given up on making 
their clothes as well. 

I might have lived the rest of my life 
without ever again laying out a pattern or 
slicing scissors through a length of fabric 
had not fate intervened in the form of the 
Great Dickens Christmas Fair in San Fran-
cisco.  I’d been attending this event off-
and-on for years, and recently my BFF and 
I got the crazy notion that it might be fun 
to show up at this year’s fair in costume. 

Sure, I could have rented a Victorian 
outfit. Or cobbled something together from 
“finds” at Goodwill or on Etsy. But some-
how, the seed of inspiration was planted in 
my mind—do it yourself! Sew! 

The Quest for the  
Perfect Dickens Fair Costume
And so the quest began. After several 

trips to Jo-Ann stores in Salinas and the 
Bay Area, I armed myself with a pattern 
that didn’t look too difficult, yards of 
red-and-green plaid, plus the required 
braid trim and buttons. I know, what was 
I thinking, trying to match plaid for my 
first sewing project after all those years? 

Now, I do happen to own a sewing 
machine, a little plastic portable purchased 
for crafts projects like pillow covers. But 

actually sew something to wear? Would I 
even remember how?

All I can say is, as soon as I opened 
that Butterick envelope, unfolded the 
instruction sheet and spread out the tis-
sue-paper pattern—it’s like the years melt-
ed away. Not only did I easily remember 
the mechanics of sewing, but I was flooded 
with the sheer joy of the creative process. 
That first daring slice of scissors through 
fabric … pinning together the pieces, 
matching notches and circles … the steady 
snick-snick-snick of the mechanical needle 
… the smell of warm cotton and dye as I 
pressed open the seams … I became part of 
a great tradition of creative women stretch-
ing back to the development of the home 
sewing machine in the early decades of 
the Industrial Revolution. Interesting that 
I was now attempting to use the machine 
to make a costume inspired by that very 
same period in history! 

The Sheer Joy of Creation—and 
Matching Plaids

Sure, it was fun to appear in costume 
at the Dickens Fair, but the real satisfaction 
came in the act of creation itself. And yes, 
I got the plaids to match!

The tables have definitely turned in 
the 50-plus years that have passed since 
I first coaxed a piece of fabric under the 
pressure foot of my mother’s big cabinet 
Singer. Cute, trendy fashions are readily 
available at the big chain retailers, and 
it’s actually less costly to buy them ready-
made than to DIY.

 And yet, just the other day at Del 
Monte Center as I flipped through the racks 
of clothing, I found myself studying details 
and methods of construction, and I heard 
myself saying, “I’ll bet I could make this!”

Joyce Krieg is an associate of Patricia 
Hamilton, owner of Park Place Publica-
tions, 591 Lighthouse Ave #10 here in 
Pacific Grove, offering creative and de-
pendable writing and publishing services 
since 1982. For details on creating your 
own book, contact Patricia at publishing-
biz@sbcglobal.net.

Photo Captions:

Far left: Joyce Krieg arrives at the 
Great Dickens Christmas Fair in San 
Francisco in her DIY Victorian cos-
tume.

Lft: Joyce’s cat Topaz lends a helping 
hand to her home sewing project.

Right: A vintage sewing pattern from 
the 1960s.

services, by the total number of hours in 
the year.  This percentage is then multi-
plied by the square footage percentage to 
finally arrive at the reduced percentage to 
apply to the expenses.

Part II of the Form 8829 is where you 
will list all your expenses of maintaining 
your home, such as property taxes, mort-
gage interest, insurance, utilities, repairs, 
etc.  The direct column is for expenses that 
were 100 percent deductible and should 
not have the business use percentage ap-
plied.  Perhaps you repainted your home 
office only.  This would be an example of 

a direct expense.  If you had painted the 
entire house, then you would list it under 
indirect expense.  The business use per-
centage would then limit your deduction 
to the relative portion of the home used 
for business.

A home office deduction is gener-
ally not allowed to create a loss on your 
schedule C with the exception of the 
portion related to real property taxes and 
mortgage interest since they would have 
been deductible on Schedule A anyway.  If 
the other operating expenses of your home 
office create a loss, that loss is suspended 
and carried over to future years.  Part II 
has additional lines to handle any carried 
over losses from prior years as well.  The 

amount of deduction from the bottom of 
Part II carries over to your Schedule C for 
deduction on that form.

Part III handles the depreciation ex-
pense on your home - basically its wear 
and tear over time.  Depreciation is a use-
it-or-lose-it concept, so you are better off 
taking it if eligible.  Some tax preparers 
incorrectly advise people not to take de-
preciation expense on their home in order 
to avoid tax recapture problems when they 
sell.  What they are failing to grasp is that 
recapture is based on depreciation that 
was "allowed or allowable."  So even if 
you do not take the depreciation expense 
when you were entitled to it, you have to 
treat it as if you did take it when you sell, 

and you would still be subject to any of the 
same recapture taxes.  Part III is a feeder 
calculation back into the depreciation 
expense line in Part II.

Part IV is essentially the final sum-
mary of any carryovers available for the 
next year.

If you have questions about other 
schedules or forms in your tax returns, 
prior articles in our Back to Basics series 
on personal tax returns are republished on 
my website at www.tlongcpa.com/blog .

Travis H. Long, CPA, Inc. is located 
at 706-B Forest Avenue, PG, 93950 and 
focuses on trust, estate, individual, and 
business taxation. Travis can be reached 
at 831-333-1041.

PLONG From Page 18
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You Don’t Have to be Homeless To Freeze to Death
When the weather outside is frightful

Wanda Sue Parrott

Homeless in Paradise

(Winter began officially on Tues., Dec. 22, bringing 
both cold and the return of  longer daylight. This two-part 
series explores the process of freezing to death in order to 
demystify it and acquaint you with frostbite and hypother-
mia in yourself and others during the cold days ahead.)

Part One
This column shares season’s warmest greetings 

mixed with homage to the men who froze to death last 
week in Monterey. 

The fact two men found lying near each other in a 
lot across from Trader Joe’s were homeless is incidental, 
since human can suffer fatal hypothermia anywhere, both 
outdoors, as in houseless and indoors, as in sheltered. 

The men in Monterey were lightly clad, unlike arctic 
explorers in this old engraving who were properly attired 
for frigid weather, but froze anyway.

Because the local men died outdoors, after refusing 
resources from Monterey police, were they martyrs who 
asked for what they got, heroes for the homeless cause, 
or victims? 

They actually had neither ice nor snow to contend 
with; however, the wind chill factor made the razor-sharp 
air feel like it was freezing (32 degrees Fahrenheit) or 
below. Average temperatures that stormy weekend ranged 
between low 50s and 40s.

Insight into freezing persons
Author Peter Stark’s poetic headline in Outside 

magazine (May 2, 2004) sums up hypothermia’s effect 
on the freezing victim’s  mind:

As Freezing Persons 
Recollect the Snow—
First Chill— 
Then Stupor—
Then the Letting Go

Stark, a hypothermia survivor, says there is no precise 
core temperature at which the human body perishes from 
cold.  “At Dachau’s cold-water immersion baths, Nazi 
doctors calculated death to arrive at around 77 degrees 
Fahrenheit. “The lowest recorded core temperature in a 
surviving adult is 60.8 degrees.”

“Core” temperature is the internal temperature in the 
human body, not the atmospheric  temperature outside it. 
Normal adult core temperature is 98.6 degrees Fahrenheit .  

According to Stark, “For a child it’s lower: In 1994, 
a two-year-old girl in Saskatchewan wandered out of 
her house into a minus-40 night. She was found near her 
doorstep the next morning, limbs frozen solid, her core 

temperature 57 degrees. She lived.”
(More about Stark, who was frozen in fetal position 

when rescued, will appear in next week’s column.) 
The cold remains a mystery

Stark adds, “The cold remains a mystery, more 
prone to fell men than women, more lethal to the thin and 
well-muscled than to those with avoirdupois, and least 
forgiving to the arrogant and the unaware.”

What signs, other than feeling over-chilled, might 
have warned the Monterey men they were starting to 
freeze?

If awake and alert, they sensed the onset of hypo-
thermia in their fingers and toes, starting with the tips 
feeling prickly, then chilled, and followed by numbness 
that spread upward around the nails and then through 
their limbs.

Generally, such cold-numbed extremities are precur-
sors of “frostbite” and can be reversed by warming the 
hands or feet graually. Beyond feeling mild-to-moderate 
discomfort, cold extremities become viable when the skin 
starts to change color.

With Jack Frost nippng at your nose. . .
I saw a black man being treated for hypothermia in 

the hospital. His vibrant mahogany-hued skin was ashen 
gray. He looked like a ghost.

In a light-skinned person, a blue or purple caste trans-
forms the digits to a dark hue, whereas nose and cheeks 
that are pricked by needle-sharp cold might actually turn 
ruddy and seem to glow like Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer. 

The medical term for discoloration of the hands and 
feet is Peripheral Cyanosis.

 
Wikipedia along with some online medical dictio-

naries define Cyanosis as: a physical sign causing bluish 
discoloration of the skin and mucous membranes. Cyano-
sis is caused by a lack of oxygen in the blood. Cyanosis 
is associated with cold temperatures, heart failure, lung 
diseases, and smothering. It is seen in infants at birth as 
a result of heart defects, respiratory distress syndrome, 

or lung and breathing problems.
When such neo-nates are born dead they’re called 

“blue babies.”
If the decedents in Monterey nipped on alcohol to 

warm their insides, or possibly ingested drugs to deaden 
pain, they might have knocked themselves out. 

Survivors of hypothermia frequently describe 
recovering from a stuporlike condition in which they 
hallucinate, turn so hot they sweat profusely, and even 
rip off their clothing in order to cool down. Many who 
don’t recover slip away in a comatose cold-induced sleep.

Until a full report is received by the Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Department, the main thing we know is that the 
two unidentified men achieved in death what no previous 
warming-shelter advocates’ protestations, pleadings and 

Brent Gill

In The Shadow of The Sequoias

Assigned to the Rough Fire east 
of Shaver Lake in the Sierra National 
Forest, I was dispatched with another 
driver to deliver two pickup-loads of 
hose, pumps, and fittings to Drop Point 
11 (DP-11).   We had one pickup almost 
unloaded when a young man rode up on 
a big quad. He introduced himself as the 
man in charge of Division Charley.   

He said the first load was fine where 
we unloaded it, but my pallet of hose 
would need to go to another location.   
When I asked where, he pointed vaguely 
over his shoulder at a forested ridge.   
His description was, “a little ways out 
that way.”   I noticed he wasn’t pointing 
down the nice graveled road, but out 
into the forest.   

I told him I wasn’t familiar with 
those roads, but he assured me I’d be 
fine.   “I’ll wait on every intersection.”

He roared off down the gravel road 
about 100 yards, then turned onto a 
dirt road leading up the hill.   The dust 
boiled up behind him.   As I turned onto 
the same road I was nearly blinded by 
the fog of dirt.  I tried to fall back until 
the breeze cleared it away.  One big 
problem.  No breeze.   

I tried hard to keep up even though 
it was impossible to lose him for the 
trail of dust marked his path quite plain-
ly.   I made sure my windows were up 
tight but dust that fine is most persistent, 
and lots of it filtered in anyway.

A mile or so later, I swung into a 

clearing to find the quad stopped next 
to a big Forest Service truck.  The ANF 
on the bumper revealed he was out of 
the Angeles National Forest.  The quad 
driver and the truck crew were all in 
conversation.   

He came over to me a moment later.   
“These guys will lead you on in.  Just 
follow them.”

If I thought the amount of dust 
fogging up behind a quad was bad, 
the amount of dust thrown up by the 
truck was even worse  Driving west we 
followed a narrow road up the side of 
the ridge, straight into the setting sun.  
The sun shining into the roiling dust lit 
it up like a brown fog. I was completely 
blind.   I tried to stay on the road, but for 
30 yards or so, I could only look straight 
down out my side window at the plants 
along the side of the narrow road.   If I 
could see any roadway, I was too far to 
the right.   If the bank was too close I 
was too far left.   

I let the truck get further ahead in 
an unsuccessful effort to dissipate the 
dust.  Rounding a corner, I discovered 

the ANF truck crossways the road trying 
to turn around.  I stopped to wait, and 
a firefighter walked over to me with a 
funny look on his face.

 “The driver made a wrong turn.   
We’re going in the wrong direction.   
You’ll have to turn around.”

That’s not the easiest thing to do 
on narrow dirt roads, but I did find a 
spot.   After about three back-and-turns, 
I got headed in the right direction, then 
followed the truck  back toward the 
south again.   

A couple of miles further, we met up 
with a pickup. The driver walked over 
to me and said, “I’ll take you on to our 
drop point.   Follow me.”

The further around the end of the 
ridge we went, the dustier and looser the 
road surface became.   Finally, I saw a 
rubber water tank where I found a crew 
of four firefighters awaiting my arrival.   

I pulled up, untied the pallet, and 
the guys quickly emptied the bed.   I 
turned to the driver of the pickup.   “My 
only concern going back is being able to 
crawl back up those steepest spots.   I’m 

only a two wheel drive, not four.   With a 
load on the back I know it’s no big deal.   
But empty, I’m not too sure.”

He assured me it would be no prob-
lem.  He said he’d made it fine in his 
two wheel drive truck.  Fortunately the 
steepest spots were not loose gravel, but 
were fairly rocky.  I just geared down 
and crawled out with no problem.

When I started back around the 
ridge I discovered the ANF truck waiting 
to lead me safely out.  The pickup driver 
had told me to watch for a specific tee 
intersection and to take the right fork.   
When we arrived at a tee, the ANF truck 
went left.  Assuming I was to follow 
him, we continued on.   

Soon I realized this was not familiar 
at all. Evidently, so did the ANF driver, 
for he stopped.   I told them I was turn-
ing around, and this time I was going to 
take the lead.   When I got back to that 
tee intersection I took the other side and 
soon began to see familiar ground.   A 
few minutes later I was back on the main 
road and on my way back to camp.   

The steep spots were no problem, 
and other than the fogging dust covering 
everything in the cab, it was a successful 
trip.   Even after I got home and had the 
truck washed, urging the guys to vacuum 
out the cab thoroughly, it still smelled 
like dust. Only when I got out the hose 
and compressor and literally blew out 
the cab, did I get rid of the smell of the 
dust.

Where exactly is ‘a little ways out that way?’
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CLEANING

TWO GIRLS FROM CARMEL
PHONE: 831-626-4426
EXPERIENCED • PROFESSIONAL • BONDED

ENTERTAINMENT

Call 831-238-5282
www.montereybaybelles.blogspot.com

FLOORING/WINDOW COVERING

AREA RUGS • CARPET • CORK 
• HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • VINYL  

UPHOLSTERY • WINDOW COVERINGS

Home Town Service Since 1979

GRAND AVENUE
FLOORING & INTERIORS

WWW.GRANDAVEFLOORING.COM
831-372-0521

CA Lic # 675298

PETS

CONSTRUCTION

WINDOW CLEANING

MORTUARY

THE PAUL MORTUARY
FD-280 

390 Lighthouse Avenue · Pacific Grove 
831-375-4191 · www.thepaulmortuary.com 

INC.

ATTORNEY

JOSEPH BILECI JR.
Attorney at Law                      

Wills/Trusts/Estates; Real Estate  
Transactions/Disputes; Contract/ 

Construction Law      
215 W. Franklin, Ste. 216,  

Monterey, CA 93940
831-920-2075

Cal. Licensed Real Estate Broker #01104712

BLINDS

Kayman Klean WindoWs

KaymanBenetti.Com
707-344-1848
Monterey/Napa/Tahoe

PUBLISHING

Writer & Book ServiceS

Free consultation • All genres
Patricia Hamilton, Publisher • 831-649-6640

publishingbiz@sbcglobal.net
www.parkplacepublications.com

F.Y.I.At Your Service!

Travis H. Long, CPA 
706-B Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove 
831-333-1041 ·  www.tlongcpa.com 

TAX SERVICE

STORM PREPARATION

French Drain, Roof, Gutter & 
Downspout Cleaning

Weather Stripping
Backup Generator, Sump Pump

831.655.3821
krconstructioninc@msn.com • Lic. #700124

INC.
CONSTRUCTION

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

Kitchen and Bath Remodel
Windows and Doors

Full Service Construction
831.655.3821

krconstructioninc@msn.com • Lic. #700124

CONSTRUCTION

Remodeling • Kitchens
Bathrooms • Additions • Remodels

Fencing • Decking
831.655.3821

krconstructioninc@msn.com • Lic. #700124

CONSTRUCTION
INC.

ELDER CARE SERVICES

Elder Focus, LLC
2100 Garden Rd., #C, Monterey

jkd@ElderFocus.com
Vickie@ElderFocus.com

831-643-2457

Jameson’s Classic
MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM                      

Classic European and American
Bikes & Sidecars 1936-2000

Free/Donation/Advice, too!
305 Forest Avenue,  

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
OPEN WEEKENDS & HOLIDAYS Noon - 5:00 PM
Across the street from City Hall but a lot more fun

831-331-3335
CONSTRUCTION

Be seen By
Thousands

Call 831-324-4742
about FYI

Be seen By
Thousands

Call 831-324-4742
about FYI

proposals had accomplished: they convinced city and 
county officials across the Monterey Peninsula that 
something must be done—pronto!

At long last, warming shelters are coming
On Tues., Dec. 16, 2015, one day after the dead men 

were found, Monterey City Council approved $56,504 
for homeless issues. One half will be used for temporary 
shelters and the other half is to be designated as the 
2016 Monterey Homeless Challenge (in the image of 
the 2014 Pacific Grove Homeless Challenge which will 
be covered in this column early next year).

Also last Tuesday, the Monterey County Board of 
Supervisors agreed to help finance expansion of home-
less shelter services on the Monterey Peninsula and in 
Salinas by allocating  $76,065 from county general fund 
reserves to pay half the cost of expanding hours of oper-
ation at Dorothy’s Place Drop-In Center in Salinas and 
adding up to 50 shelter beds on the Monterey Peninsula 
through the Interfaith Homeless Emergency Lodging 
Program, or I-HELP.

The fire is so delightful. . . 

At the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Monterey 
Peninsula, where this cardboard mantel made by Carol 
Collin (left) and me is located, between 36 and 42 guests 
of  I-HELP for Men and I-HELP for Women already re-
ceive warm meals and safe, dry overnight shelter at least 
once each month. If more beds are added, adjustments will 
be necessary for funding such social justice operations 
at the church.

UUCMP also hosts Gathering for Women (formerly 
The Gathering Place) every Tuesday, and has been a 
principal promoter of One Starfish Safe Parking Program 
for women who live in their vehicles. 

If interested in helping sustain the operating costs 
(heat, water and lights), you may still send gifts to UUC-
MP, 490 Aguajito Rd., Carmel 93921. In the memo section 
state: Mantel Fund. 

Your contribution gift stocking will be hung by the 
chimney with care, even if  Saint Nicholas has already 
been there!

Thanks. Merry Christmas.

(Next week: True hypothermia-survival memoirs.)

Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at amykitchenerfdn@
hotmail.com or leave a message at  

The Yodel Lady at 831-899-5887.

PHOMELESS From Page 22 Children’s Musical 
Auditions Slated 

Audition Prep Class Offered
Children’s Musical  Auditions  for  Disney’s “Alice in 

Wonderland Jr.,” directed by Gracie Poletti, will be held 
Saturday, February  5, 1 p.m. – 5 p.m., and Sunday, Feb-
ruary  6, 9 am.-noon,  at the Golden Bough Playhouse, on 
Monte Verde between 8th  and 9th, in Carmel.  Auditions 
will be limited to two minutes in total, consisting of one 
song excerpt and one monologue up to one minute each. 
Accompaniment will be provided. Please bring sheet 
music in appropriate key.

Rehearsals  for  Alice in Wonderland Jr., will begin 
in mid-March,  with performances  at the Golden Bough 
Theatre  from April 1 –24, 2016.  

Auditions will take place by appointment only at the 
Golden Bough Playhouse, Monte Verde between 8th and 
9th, in Carmel-by-the-Sea. Appointments can be made 
by calling  Cindy Womack at (831) 622-0100 ext.100.  
Pictures and resumes may be emailed to: contact@pacrep.
org or mailed to PacRep Theatre, PO. Box 222035, Car-
mel, CA 93922.

To help students  prepare for auditioning, PacRep’s 
School of Dramatic Arts is offering an Audition Prep 
Class from Jan. 9 – Feb. 6, 2016. There are three sessions 
available (9 a.m.-10 a.m.; 10:15-11:15; 11:30-12:30) and 
enrollment is limited. Classes for ages 8 and up will be 
taught by instructor, Janice Perl. Visit www.schoolofdra-
maticarts.org for more information.
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MONTERRA  |  $795,000
1.79 acre parcel has an engineered pad and has views 
of Monterey Bay and the Steinbeck hills. Beautiful 
natural surroundings and sun-filled afternoons.

Mike Jashinski   831.236.8913

PEBBLE BEACH  |  1103 Mariners Way
3BR/3BA home with formal living room, vaulted 
ceiling, formal dining room and oversized great 
room with fireplace.  4+ car garage. $1,199,000

Debby Beck   831.915.9710

PEBBLE BEACH  |  $3,898,000
“Carnoustie Manor”. A Classically Elegant 7,300
sq. ft. 6 bedroom, 7 bath home with library, 
office, 8 fireplaces, wine storage, and lap pool. 

Sam Piffero   831.236.5389

PACIFIC GROVE  |  $2,465,000
Dramatic ocean, golf course, and Point Pinos 
Lighthouse views from this .46 acre lot. Re-
markable potential.

Dave Randall   831.241.8871

PEBBLE BEACH  |  $1,525,000
Located in a park-like setting is this lovely 
single-level, 3BR/2BA home with a stunning 
remodeled kitchen. 

Maryanne Radzis   831.233.2834

PACIFIC GROVE  |  $1,297,795
3BR/2BA cottage in the coveted community of 
Asilomar. Showcasing an expansive floor plan 
and is  one block from the beach.  

Nicole Truszkowski   831.238.7449

MONTEREY  |  $945,000
Perched upon a hilltop, this 4BR/3BA mid-cen-
tury abode Showcases panoramic ocean views 
with dramatic outdoor living decks. 

Nicole Truszkowski   831.238.7449

PEBBLE BEACH  |  $1,275,000
Located just a stroll away from Spanish Bay 
is this updated 3BR/2BA home situated on a 
large corner lot. 

Tina Carpenter, Phylicia Erickson   831.521.0231

PEBBLE BEACH  |  $899,000
Wonderful 4BR/3BA Pebble Beach Ranch 
home with large square footage and lot. 
Hardwood floors and open living/dining area.

Debby Beck   831.915.9710

OPEN SAT 12-2


