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Last week’s findings from Hearing 
Officer David Spradling in the city’s dispute 
of three properties owned by Canterbury 
Woods drew keen response from both sides. 
While dismissing most of the allegations in 
the city’s complaint, Spradling ruled against 
Canterbury Woods, and the organization 
could be fined thousands of dollars a day 
for continued use of off-campus properties 
to house their clients unless such activity is 
halted by April 5.

In the ruling dated Feb. 4, Spradling 
sustained four of 11 violations alleged 
by the city of Pacific Grove in a letter to 
Canterbury Woods last year. The city cited 
violations of Canterbury’s use permit, and 
zoning violations. Spradling, who claims 
strong zoning knowledge from his business 
endeavors, upheld four of the zoning 
violations with cease-and-desist orders on 
each one.

William Conners, who represented 
the city at the hearing on Jan. 7, expressed 
satisfaction with Spradling’s findings, 
saying the hearing officer did a thorough 

job of looking at the facts. He stated that 
he had two former community development 
directors look at the issues and they agreed 
there was a violation of zoning ordinances. 
“His [Spradling’s] decision is absolutely 
grounded in facts,” Conners said.

“The ruling is wrong,” said John 
Sanger, the San Francisco-based attorney 
for Canterbury Woods, adding he was 
“shocked at the degree to which the hearing 
officer used his own experience to reach 
his decision instead of what was presented 
to him.” Sanger challenged Spradling’s 
definition of commercial use and stated 
that Canterbury Woods is recognized by 
the State of California as a non-profit public 
benefit corporation.

Because of the city’s new hearing 
process, which has only been used this 
one time so far, Sanger said there is no 
alternative now but to take the case to 
Superior Court. In a telephone interview 
this past Tuesday, Sanger said he is waiting 
for formal authorization from his client to 
go forward with a lawsuit against the city.

Hearing officer’s ruling
draws praise, criticism

In a cost-saving move six months ago, furlough days were adopted for all City 
employees except some police officers. But at the Feb. 3, 2010 City Council meeting, 
the furlough days for the rest of the year were cancelled.

City Manager Tom Frutchey, in response to a request from Mayor Carmelita 
Garcia, stated in the staff report that cancelling the furlough days would help staff 
advance the City council’s recently-adopted work plan and improve city services.

The estimated cost is $65,000, but Frutchey said that the City could afford to 
bear the cost.

City employee furlough days cancelled

Pointing to increased hours, 
attendance, number of programs and 
ability to add staff, Museum Director 
Lori Mannell gave her six-month report 
to the City Council as required by the 
partnership agreement between the 
City of Pacific Grove and the Museum 
Foundation of Pacific Grove, Inc.

There were 27 i tems on the 
“Operating Commitments of the Museum 
Foundation of Pacific Grove to the City 
of Pacific Grove,” of which all fall under 
the “complied” category or have been 
undertaken. A massive inventory of the 
Museum’s Collection has been under way 
and is on track for February completion. 
Also still pending but under way are 
an exhibits and programs plan for the 
coming year along with a budget (which 
is due in May, 2010) and an audit, due in 
October, 2010.

For its part, of the 10 items on the 
Operating Commitments of the City of 
Pacific Grove to the Museum Foundation, 
six have been completed. The City is still 
working on such projects as extracting 
the Museum’s utility bill from other bills 
and completing a building inspection to 
determine the condition of key items 
such as electrical, plumbing, roof and 

Museum report:
Everything is

going as 
planned
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Ongoing Mondays
Certified Farmers Market

4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove
Free, For Info: 831-384-6961

•

Opinion

See MUSEUM Page 2

We are pleased to help non-
profits and community groups 
publicize upcoming events. 
Space is limited and first-
come, first-served, so please 
try to get the word to us a 
week before our press dates, 
which are Thursdays.

email us at
editor@cedarstreettimes.com

Fax us at
831-324-4745

Please follow our Kiosk format 
and phone us if you have 
questions. Thanks!

Library Summit •  Page 15DARE graduates - Pages 12Page 4

Ongoing Tues. & Thurs.
Salsa Dancing

7 p.m. 
Chautauqua Hall

Central & 16th Avenues
Free

•

Times

Mondays in February
Mahalo Mondays

Fundraiser for
Gateway Center
10% of dinner sales

go to Gateway
Hula’s Island Grill

622 Lighthouse Ave
Monterey

www.hulastiki.com
•

Saturday, Feb. 13
7:30 p.m.

Bye Bye Birdie
General Admission: $12

Students, Seniors, Military: $6
Keck Auditorium at Stevenson 

School
3152 Forest Lake Road

Pebble Beach
 (831) 625-8389 

•

Feb. 10-March 10
Heart Month

Donate non-perishable food
to benefit local food pantries

at St. Angela’s and
St. Mary’s Episcopal.

Drop off at
PG City Hall or
PG Police or
PG Library

or pick up at your home
Call 831-760-0608

•

Passing the ‘torch’
Grandpa holds his Eagle badge, and 
says he’s hoping to pass it on to his 
grandson when the younger Scout 
earns the right to wear it.
More photos of the 100th Scout 
Birthday on page 12.

Scouting’s 100th birthday is celebrated

Fri. March 5
First Friday PG

Stores, businesses and
services open till 8 pm

Come on out!
•

Sunday, Feb. 28
3:00 p.m.

Benefit Concert
for Shelter Outreach Plus

40 musicians
By donation

First United Methodist Church
915 Sunset Dr. @ 17 Mile Dr.

(831) 372-5875 
•

Love Signs
Did you get a 
Valentine?
Page 8



Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported by Guy Chaney

Week ending 02/10/10 .................................... .53
Total for the season .................................... 13.29
To date last year (2009) ................................ 8.32
Wettest year ............................................................ 47.15
during rain year 7/1/97-6/30/98*
Driest year ................................................................. 9.87
during rain year 7/1/75-6/30/76*
*Data from http://www.weather.nps.navy.mil/renard.wx/

Photo courtesy of www.pacificgrove.com
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foundation of the Museum building. The city’s Museum advisory Board is also working 
on naming guidelines.

No part of the Museum collection has been given away or sold with the exception 
of eight Native American artifacts which, by law, actually belong to the tribe, in this 
case the White Mountain Apache Tribe. Those items have been on loan to the Museum 
since 1952. The City Council voted on Feb. 3 to comply with the North American Grave 
Protection and Repatriation Act request.

Eventually, according to PGMNH curator Mark Walker, the items will be returned 
to their owners. They were part of a loan between Merton Hinshaw of PGMNH and 
Dr. Emil Haury of the Arizon state Museum, and copies of correspondence between the 
two individuals indicates that this was a permanent loan to the Pacific Grove Museum 
of Natural History.

What started with a few small 
business owners, professionals and 
artists brainstorming ideas to get 
through these tough economic times 
has become a grassroots effort to 
support community, creativity and 
commerce. The effort has spread 
statewide, and it has come to Pacific 
Grove.

It’s called “First Friday.” In 
some communities it’s an elaborate 
event,  with entertainment and 
displays, websites and more. In some 
communities it’s more low-key. 

But everywhere it’s happening, 
communit ies are 
using the first Friday 
of each month to join 
together, to learn 
about each other 
and  t o  p romote 
local services and 
businesses.

In  Monte rey 
County, Old Town 
Salinas and San Juan 
Bautis ta  already 
have active First 
Friday events. The 
City of Monterey 
had its First Friday 
event kick-off on 
Feb .  5 ,  2010 a t 
the  fa i rgrounds . 
F i r s t  F r i d a y 
events have been 
established in the 
cities of Petaluma, 
C a r p i n t e r i a , 
T e h a c h a p i , 
B a k e r s f i e l d , 
Campbell and elsewhere. “The list is 
too long to report here,” said Adrianne 
Jonson of Artisana Gallery. “It is 
time to begin a First Friday event in 
Pacific Grove. When we band together 
we bring prosperity, culture and 
partnership to our community,” she 
said.

No memberships of any kind are 
required to participate, and there is no 
cost unless participants want to present 
a more elaborate production. “We are 
making an event that is accessible to 
everyone citywide, no matter your type 
of store, gallery, office or service,” said 
Donna Wobber, an artist and volunteer. 

The goal of First Friday P.G. 
is to bring positive energy and 
business to the city of Pacific Grove, 
say organizers. Every First Friday, 
beginning March 5, businesses and 
services will stay open until at least 8 

p.m. and create a regularly occurring 
event where locals and tourists can 
enjoy an evening exploring what these 
businesses and services offer. The 
public is invited to go out, visit open 
businesses and services, hopefully 
learn more about what’s available in 
the community and maybe eat out or 
enjoy some entertainment. 

The  even t  i s  no t  l imi t ed 
to downtown, either. First Friday 
organizers will be passing out flyers 
and using email and Facebook — plus 
old-fashioned word-of-mouth — to 
reach as many people as they can. So 

far, many businesses 
and services have 
agreed to participate, 
including the police 
depar tment ,  th is 
newspaper and a 
number of galleries. 
O r g a n i z e r s  a r e 
going to invest in 
inexpensive green 
flags which will 
serve as an identifier 
for participants; if 
the green flag is 
flying, that business, 
office or service 
will be open on the 
first Friday night of 
the month until at 
least 8:00 p.m. No 
other investment is 
needed. Participants 
are not required to 
invest in snacks or 
entertainment or 
even advertising, 

though such enticements will not be 
discouraged. Discounts, give-aways 
and other special offers are suggested.

Artists and entertainers are 
encouraged to pair up with local 
businesses to help showcase their 
talents. Restaurants, for example, 
might agree to offer a tray of snacks 
to a business in return for promotion 
or distribution of their menu at a shop 
or service business.

Anyone wishing to participate or 
get more information is encouraged 
to send an email to firstfridaypg@
gmail.com or to look for First Friday 
PG on Facebook. “Ground floor” 
organizers include Adrianne and 
Sandy at Artisana Gallery, Marge Ann 
at Cedar Street Times and Mary at I’m 
Puzzled. Stay tuned.

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and is published 
weekly at 311A Forest Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is printed on Friday and 
is available at various locations throughout the city as well as by e-mail 
subscription.

Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson 
News: Cameron Douglas • Joe Fabeets • Jon Guthrie

Contributors: Betsy Slinkard Alexander • Catherine Badin • Guy Chaney
Rhonda Farrah • Neil Jameson • Dr. Chip Lockwood • I. Ada Lott 

Richard Oh • Amy Coale-Solis
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Advertising Sales: Stacy Loving
Distribution: Kristi Portwood and Rich Hurley
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Lock your car
By Joe Fabeets

Pacific Grove Police Chief Darius 
Engles issued a press release this week 
to inform the community of the current 
crime situation in our fair city. The good 
news: Crimes against persons (criminal 
homicide, forcible rape, robbery and 
aggravated assault) continue to run at a low 
rate and intensity in PG, lower than other 
California cities. In fact, the rate for those 
crimes has gone relatively unchanged for 
a decade. The bad news: In the category 
of property crimes (burglary-breaking or 
entering, larceny-theft and motor vehicle 
theft) PG is bucking the national trend 
by posting about a 25 percent increase 
in those crimes, while in the rest of the 
country property crimes have gone down. 
In 2009, Pacific Grove had the highest 
reported number of property crimes in 
11 years.

“We have clearly lost some of our 
effectiveness in combating crime,” Engles 
wrote, referring to the community as a 
whole.

In 2009, more than 100 unlocked 
vehicles fell victim to theft in PG. Those 

incidents happened at all different times 
in all kinds of weather. Last week, an 
unlocked Toyota Corolla was ransacked 
late at night — in the rain. Jack Frost, once 
a powerful crime-stopper, seems to be 
ignored by today’s breed of opportunistic 
thief.

So, says the chief, please lock your 
car. Locking your house is a good idea too. 
“Locking your vehicles and homes take the 
opportunity [for crime] away, or at least 
make it much more difficult, or make the 
thief more noticeable in their criminal act.”

Summoning police can make the 
difference between a successful crime and 
a thwarted one: “Be observant and don’t 
be afraid to call the police. Many folks do 
not want to bother the police when they 
see suspicious activity, thinking it may 
be ‘nothing’...if you think something is 
suspicious, you are not wasting the police 
department’s time.” 

Engles encourages Neighborhood 
Watch programs. The police department 
and Pacific Grove Citizens’ Academy 
alumni conduct classes for residents who 
want to participate. 

For more information, call the Pacific 
Grove Police Department at (831)648-
3143.  

A grass-green flag to the community
First Friday events coming
to Pacific Grove March 5

These services, individuals 
and businesses have joined 
the First Friday movement 
so far:

Artisana Gallery
Cedar Street Times

Bob Pacelli
Vince Tuminello

Don and Donna Wobber
Pacific Grove Police Dept.

The Bookmark
Trotter Galleries

I’m Puzzled!
Capelli Salon

Murphy Robins/Crack Pot 
Gallery

Strouse & Strouse
Peter Silzer

Winning Wheels
Dress For Change

LAM Designs

LAM Designs
309 B Forest Ave. Pacific Grove

Remodeling, updating your kitchen or bath?
Call or come in for a Free in home

Consultation and Estimate
831•261•3062



PGHS Young Writers’ Club

Young Writers’ Corner
Kristen Ridout, Scholar Athlete 
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Children’s programs at the Library
The Pacific Grove Public Library hosts two weekly storytimes for children.  Pre-

school storytime for ages 2-5 is every Wednesday at 11:15 a.m.  After-school storytime, 
for ages 4-8 is Wednesdays at 3:45 p.m.  All storytime feature stories, rhymes, puppets 
and music for young people.

For more information, please call Lisa Maddalena at 648-5760.
Storytime themes:
February 20:  Let’s celebrate Chinese New Year!
February 27:  Lions and tigers, oh my!
These special programs are free. The Pacific Grove Public Library is located at 

550 Central Ave., Pacific Grove.    

Pacific Grove High School varsity girls lost to Carmel in a close game at  
Carmel on Friday. Pictured is Kristen Ridout, starting point guard for the 
Pacific Grove Breakers and a recent recipient of the KION scholar athlete 
award. In the varsity boys’ game, PG scored a victory against the rival Car-
mel Padres after a relatively close game. The final score was PG 44, Carmel 
33. Photo by Skyler Lewis.

Beauty

by Brianna Sanders

Beauty is a creature

Vile, hungry, insidious,

Leading lives astray by its rapture,

Listless, unyielding, drooling;

In her wake lay hanging jaws.

Beauty is a siren, 

Spouting temptation from her maw,

Wasted corpses are all you’ll find,

Of young maidens with beauty in mind,

For a skeleton is beautiful,

And in the name of that beauty, 

These things are more than plentiful,

For she is nothing but a plague,

Tempting weaker orbs to linger and feast, 

Upon the presence of this monster.

But do not give in, 

For beauty is a beast!

Hope

by Erika McLitus

Tossing pebbles into the river

Watching them sink below

Barely able to contain the shiver

That rattles and shakes my soul

Dropping pebbles into the wishing well

Like stars peering through the gloom

Feeling my heart expand and swell

The sensation leaving far too soon

Grasping, holding onto a tenuous thread

Fraying by the minute

Embracing the words my loved ones said

Once upon a forever ago

2010 Feast of Lanterns
Royal Court applications 
available at schools

Royal Court applications are currently available for the 2010 Feast of Lanterns 
Royal Court at the Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce, Pacific Grove High School 
and Pacific Grove Middle School. Completed applications must be delivered to the  
Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce, Pacific Grove High School or Pacific Grove 
Middle School no later than 3:00 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 26, 2010.

Service on the Royal Court is open to female students in grades 8 through 12 who 
reside in the Pacific Grove Unified School district. Applicants are not required to attend 
Pacific Grove schools.

Applicants and parents must attend an orientation meeting to be held Tuesday, 
March 2 at 6:30 p.m. at 700 Briggs Avenue, in the recreation room next to the office 
at Whispering Pines. The meeting will provide applicants an opportunity to receive an 
overview of the commitments and responsibilities for Royal Court members and their 
families. This meeting will also give applicants and their families an opportunity to 
receive answers to any questions they may have about service on the Royal Court. The 
applicants’ interview schedule will also be made available at that time.

Interviews will be held Saturday, March 6 also at 700 Briggs Avenue. All applicants 
will be interviewed by a panel of community leaders. All interviews must take place 
that day.

Any questions can be directed to Feast of Lanterns Board of Directors president, 
at 831-649-8737 or suerenz@sbcglobal.net.

The 2010 Feast of lanterns opening ceremony is tentatively set for May 7. Plans 
for this year’s Feast of Lanterns are somewhat different from past years but community 
participation is the most important component in making the Feast of Lanterns a success. 
Anyone wishing to volunteer should contact Sue Renz. Monetary contributions may be 
made to Pacific Grove Feast of Lanterns, Inc., P.O. Box 809, Pacific Grove, CA 93950.

The Feast of Lanterns, Inc. is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization, with an all-volunteer 
Board of Directors. The proceeds of the festival each year, minus operating expenses, 
fund an academic scholarship program for the Royal Court who are community-spirited, 
active high school students.



Hoops of Hope 
scores big

Following the inspirational appearance of Hoops of 
Hope founder Austin Gutwein in Pacific Grove on Jan. 14, 
students from PG Middle School and PG High staged their 
own Hoops of Hope fundraising event on Feb. 8 for children 
orphaned by AIDS. 

“You will have fun with us,” Austin promised in 
a YouTube video, and he made good on that promise. 
Everyone who participated in the PG Hoops of Hope day 
clearly enjoyed themselves. During that day, each school 
devoted all their Physical Education class time to the event. 
Students at the middle school were very enthusiastic and 
threw basketballs non-stop. “The kids have been eager,” said 
Middle School PE teacher Dessy Murphy.

At PG High, basketballs filled the air as students “took 
their best shot.” The activity continued into the evening, 
as Mayor Carmelita Garcia, City Manager Tom Frutchey 
and four other members of City Council joined organizer 
DiAnna Gamecho to shoot hoops at the high school. Again, 
that enjoyment of play while “doing something bigger than 
yourself” shone through. 

At the end of the day, the schools’ efforts netted a total 
of $1,748.50. Alana Buller led the student contributions with 
$220, followed by Marc Pasco of Trinity High in Monterey 
with $170 in sponsorships. “I am proud to say we did make 
a difference today,” said Gamecho, who extended her thanks 
to all who made PG Hoops of Hope a “joyous success.” 
The money will go to World Vision and then on where it’s 
needed: possibly to help build a hospital in Zambia or a high 
school in India.    

Students from PG Middle School and PG High School take their best shot. Photos by Cameron Douglas.

 The Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District is 
giving you the opportunity to learn how to paddle board 
standing up in Monterey Bay, develop a passion for art 
with a paintbrush at the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural 
History, or rock climb at the Sanctuary Rock Gym in Sand 
City in programs over the next week.

These classes, aimed for people of varying ages, 
are found in The Park District’s “Let’s Go Outdoors 
Adventures Activities Guide!”  It is available at area 
libraries and other locations.

Here are the details:

Stand-Up Paddle Boarding
Get a great workout and have a blast at the same time 

in the beautiful waters of Monterey Bay.  Tips of the trade 
and all gear and included.  Just bring a willing attitude and 
enthusiasm for an amazing time on the water.

Ages: 13 and up.
Site: Monterey Bay Kayaks, Monterey.
Offered by the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District 
(www.mprpd.org).
Instructor: Monterey Bay Kayaks. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 13, 10 a.m-12 noon.  Also offered 
same time and site on Saturday, March 13.
Cost:  $20 (district resident), $22 (non-district resident). 

The Naturals 
With their innate skills, and guided with enthusiastic 

encouragement, young budding artists will have the 
opportunity to create an acrylic masterpiece on canvas 
and learn how to capture nature through color mixing, 
blending and shading while their passion for art grows.

Ages 8-12.
Site: Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History, 165 
Forest Ave., Pacific Grove.
Offered by Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District 
(www.mprpd.org).
Instructor: Laurie Lindley Muender.
When: Wednesdays, Feb. 17, Feb. 24, and March 3, 3:30 
p.m.-4:45 p.m. each day.
Cost: $50, three-class series (district resident); $55 (non-
district resident).

Learn the Ropes – Inside Climb 
 This two-hour class is the perfect introduction to rock 

climbing. The indoor program will teach the skills to get 
started.  Learn important safety tips, technique, footwork 
and training.  Practice the moves to get you outdoors.  
Equipment rental and full gym day-use are included.

Ages: 12 and up.
Site: Sanctuary Rock Gym, 1855 East Avenue, Sand City.
Offered by: Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District 
(www.mprpd.org).
Instructor: Sanctuary Rock Gym.
When: Wednesday, Feb. 17, 6 p.m.-8 p.m.  
Cost: $45 (district resident), $50 (non-district resident).   
Cost, if combined with outdoor climb class that will be 
offered March 7 and March 14 at Pinnacles National 
Monument-West, is total of $175 for a district resident 
and $193 for a non-district resident for both inside and 
outdoor classes.  

Pre-registration is strongly suggested for all classes 
and programs offered by the Monterey Peninsula Regional 
Park District (MPRPD).  Register online at www.mprpd.
org or in-person between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., Monday-
Thursday at the MPRPD office, 60 Garden Court, Suite 
325, Monterey (check, money order, Visa or MasterCard 
accepted).   If space is available, there is an additional 
charge of $5 to register the day of the class.  On-site 
registration begins 20 minutes prior to the start of the 
class.  All check-in and registration closes 5 minutes 
before the class begins. Contact is Joseph Narvaez, at 
372-3196, ext.  3.

Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District offers
paddleboarding, painting and rock climbing classes
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THIS IS A PAID ADVRTISEMENT.

TO THE CITIZENS OF PACIFIC GROVE . . .
   The City Got It Right!
The City of  Pacific Grove should be applauded for thoroughly investigating the Spazier neighborhood complaint against Canterbury Woods. The City 
issued a compliance order bringing Canterbury Woods’ violations to an enforcement hearing. The hearing officer, David Spradling, sustained four sepa-
rate citations against Episcopal Senior Communities (ESC), corporate owner of  Canterbury Woods.  The hearing officer ruled that Canterbury Woods 
is a commercial enterprise operating its business in the R-1 zone in violation of  ordinance 23.64.080. He stated: 
“Canterbury Woods has been expanded beyond the borders of  the R-4 zone applied to this facility.”  
 

   The City’s New Enforcement Policies Are Working!
The findings of  the hearing officer confirm that the costs (your tax dollars) the City is incurring are attributable to the aggressive corporate expansion 
policies of  ESC, and not to the Pacific Grove residents trying to protect their neighborhood.

   Zoning Designation
Canterbury Woods is allowed to operate its commercial business in  
the R-4  zone as shown on the adjacent map.  
The properties ESC has purchased and is operating as part of  its  
Canterbury Woods commercial business are all located in the R-1 zone  
on Spazier Avenue and 19th Street.  
The hearing officer relied on the following Pacific Grove 
zoning ordinance to find ESC in violation:  
23.64.080 Commercial uses – R-1, R-2 districts.

Commercial uses shall be prohibited  in any R-1 or R-2  
district except where existing as a nonconforming use.
[Ord. 210 N.S. § 11-141(1)(a)(7), 1952].  

The zoning map defines a clear boundary within which Canterbury  
Woods can operate its commercial business. The hearing officer’s decision  
states that Canterbury Woods is prohibited from operating its commercial  
business in the R-1 zoned Spazier Avenue neighborhood.  
There has been much spin put on this dispute by Canterbury Woods in  
the local media.  They have attempted to make the City of  Pacific Grove  
look bad by insisting they were given prior approval to expand into the R-1 zone.  After a thorough examination of  the evidence, however, hearing  
officer Spradling found that the City had not approved the use and occupancy of  these houses by Canterbury Woods residents.  We would suggest that 
anyone who still has doubts read the evidence presented in the hearing decision of  February 4, 2010, which is now part of  public record and available at 
City Hall.   

   Why Should We Still Be Concerned?
The ESC has already stated that it will appeal this decision in Superior Court.  This issue affects every homeowner in Pacific Grove, not just residents in 
the Spazier neighborhood.   
This is a property rights case that involves the sanctity of  the R-1 zone.  
Why should the ESC and what it wants be more important than preserving the residential character of  the Spazier neighborhood?  Shouldn’t the resi-
dents of  Pacific Grove have a say in changing the uses of  the R-1 zoning through the public hearing process? 
The R-1 single family zoning is the most basic and valuable district in the City.  Allowing an encroachment, without permit, from an adjoining district 
weakens the enforcement policy of  the City and its elected officials.  To allow a business to take over this zone (even one that sells to seniors) erodes the 
fabric of  the community.   
ESC, and its various affiliates, is reported to have assets in excess of  $300,000,000.  Canterbury Woods is in the business of  selling Life Care contracts 
to seniors.  Even though they take in millions of  dollars annually they are a non-profit corporation and pay virtually no property taxes.  RealQuest.com 
reports that in 2007 they paid $115.36 in property taxes for the Canterbury Woods campus at 651 Sinex Avenue.  
 If  allowed to expand without even an application and planning commission hearing the door is wide open for Canterbury Woods, Forest Hill Manor or 
any other like business to expand into the R-1 zone unabated.  Forest Hill Manor was required to have hearings and modify its use permit before adding 
to its operations.  The City’s approval in modifying the use permit was a requirement on property it already occupied within the boundary of  its group 
quarters designation.  
If  the ESC were to prevail every homeowner in Pacific Grove could be required to disclose the ability of  Canterbury Woods, or Forest Hill Manor, or 
any other corporation to expand unabated within the town.  As residents of  Spazier we have already been advised that were this expansion allowed, we 
would have to disclose it if  we were to sell our property.  
Even if  you do not own property you should be concerned.  Any home purchased by the ESC is permanently removed from the housing inventory, 
never to be sold or rented again.  If  you are a renter and the house you are renting is purchased by the ESC, and you do not qualify as a resident under 
the Canterbury Woods program, you would be forced to move.  

     

   To The Residents of Canterbury Woods . . .
We purchased our homes on Spazier Avenue knowing that the Canterbury Woods facility was part of  our general neighborhood, the same as the PG 
Middle and High Schools.  We did not buy our homes thinking that we would be forced to become part of  the Canterbury Woods campus.   We have 
always been, and will continue to be, good neighbors to Canterbury Woods’ residents.  Clearly the corporate owners of  Canterbury Woods are primar-
ily motivated to increase profits by encroaching into our residential neighborhood.  Some of  you have stopped by to express your support and concern 
for us. It is good to hear that if  you owned a home in our neighborhood you would be fighting too! 
The residents in the disputed units should be angry.  Very angry!  Their anger, however, should not be directed at the City of  Pacific Grove or the 
residents of  Spazier Avenue, but rather at the Episcopal Senior Communities.  ESC has created a very difficult situation for the residents of  Canterbury 
Woods.  ESC has known since 1993 that it was required to go through the proper City approval channels to expand the campus.  While ESC knew bet-
ter, it chose to circumvent the law.  Now, the ESC has been found to be in violation of  the R-1 zoning ordinance.  ESC sold them a contract to live in a 
life care residence it was not authorized by the City of  Pacific Grove to operate.
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    Author, Speaker, Entrepreneur, and Spiritual Teacher, Rhonda is dedicated to the practice 
of Wellness Empowerment, assisting individuals in developing life strategies to help them 
help themselves.  Her creative endeavors are dedicated to individual empowerment and the 
conscious evolution of humankind, that we may align perfectly with our Creator, fulf illing 
our Purpose while enjoying its Process.

Rhonda M. Farrah MA
Health & Wellness Unlimited

877-82COACH toll free
831-235-8928 direct line
thewellnessinstitute@comcast.net

www.thewellnessinstitute.tv
www.TheGreatProduct.com/wellnessunlimited

New You in 2010

By Catherine Badin

While you’re busy working on improving your “inner 
you” this year, don’t forget about giving your “outer you” 
a facelift, as well.  After all, first impressions really count 
and are sometimes the only calling card one has.  So if 
possible. it’s always a good idea to put your best foot, 
that is, outfit, forward.

“And how do I do that?” you might ask, given the 
current economy and high priced sales tags, without 
going broke and still appearing fashionable?  No, I’m 
not suggesting you buy all your clothes at second-hand 
establishments (although sometimes perfect jewels can be 
unearthed there). I’m suggesting that you forage in more 
familiar territory — your very own closets — to see what 
older pieces you can excavate and turn into more updated, 
improved versions.

In other words, if you spend an afternoon going 
through your closets I can pretty much guarantee you’ll 
find a gold mine of fashion opportunities just waiting to 
be discovered, tweaked, polished, shined and refitted into 
a total new “outer” you. 

At Pari’s Boutique & Alterations on Forest Avenue, 
directly next door to PG Hardware, you can take in your 
outdated outfits and fancy ensembles from most any 
decade and have them re-altered to look more au courant.  
Or, you can bring in favorite pieces you used to wear 
all the time, but which now hang lonely and ignored at 
the back of your closet due to, er.. size constraints, and 
rediscover their pleasures all over again. Pari’s will 
expertly refit them to your current proportions whether 
they’re taken in, or let out. Either way, for a small sum 
you can make out like a bandit without spending a month’s 
salary on high-priced department store goods. And you’ll 
still look like royalty.

Owned and operated by Pari Payan, Pari’s Boutique 
& Alterations has been restyling clothes for folks in 
Pacific Grove since 1993 when Pari and her family 
moved from Sacramento. Pari’s husband, Frank Payan, 
had attended Hartnell College in Salinas and of course 
fell in love with Pacific Grove.  It was his dream to be 
able to retire here.  Says daughter Golnesa, “My parents 
found PG an ideal place to raise a family, being as it’s so 
small, homey and quaint.”  

Originally setting up shop at Grand and Laurel for ten 
years, Pari’s has been in the current location for the past 
seven years, bringing all their clients with them.  Quite a 
testament to Pari’s tailoring skills which she learned from 
her family.  Pari’s mother taught her how to sew and alter 
garments, and at a young age she went to work in her 
Uncle Moe’s specialty store in San Jose where she learned 
the ins and outs of altering high-end men’s Italian suits.

After moving to Sacramento, Pari next worked for a 
bridal clothing designer as a seamstress, and eventually 
learned how to design the gowns herself.  All this is to say 
that Pari is a master at her craft.  And she’s friendly.  “I’m 
a social person and love connecting with my customers,” 
states Pari.  

“Yes,” adds Golnesa, “My mom has really great 
customer service skills and word of mouth soon spread, 

so we were very successful from day one.”  
But six months ago Pari thought she might retire.  

After 28 years in the business, she wanted to try something 
new. So she sold the shop, which then started losing 
customers and was about to be closed. Pari didn’t want 
that to happen, so last October she decided to take it 
back. Daughter Golnesa, was unemployed at the time and 
decided to join forces with her mom. So now, Pari’s has 
been given a new lease on life and also has a pretty new 
face working on the premises.

Golnesa’s specialty is in finding vintage clothing and 
transforming their patterns and redesigning them into 
new garments.  “I have a fashion eye,” she says.  “I’ve 
always loved fashion, and designing clothes gives me 
the opportunity to do what I love.”  Plus, Golnesa will 
redesign clients’ clothes just sitting in their closets.  Prices 
vary depending on complexity, so take in your pieces for 
a quick estimate.

Pari’s alterations are offered on a “same day service” 
basis, so on a moment’s notice you can now look spiffy 
at your next business meeting, or simply smashing to that 
fancy dress affair you didn’t quite have time to go out and 
shop for.  And did you know that Pari’s also works on 
men’s garments?  “Yes,” attests Pari, “I’d say fifty percent 
of our clientele are men.”  Their men’s alteration pricing 
is comparable.  And speaking of pricing..

Basic alterations run as follows: $10 for basic pants 
hemming; $15 with lining.  $25-$45 for skirt hemming, 
depending on whether regular, with lining, or with slit. 
Taking in/Letting out of blouses, $25-$35 (based on how 

much work is involved); $25-$35 for pants; and $25-$55 
for dresses (depending on tapering and lining).  Business 
suits can be altered for as low as $40-$75; and evening 
wear/bridal gowns can get a facelift from between $65-
$100 on up, depending on fabric, beading, and how much 
time is involved.

In addition to their expert alterations, Pari’s carries 
a selection of new, ready to wear women’s clothing at 
very affordable prices.  An array of women’s slacks, 
jeans, dresses, skirts, blouses, jewelry, handbags, shawls, 
sunglasses and other accessories can be picked up for 
between $15-$75.  Sizes run from petite to plus.  As if 
that isn’t enough, they also always have a $10 off-season 
sale rack, year round.

 Too busy, or you work at home and just can’t leave 
the house?  No worries there, either.  Pari will personally 
come to your home or office for a private fitting, and will 
then deliver your items (minimum 4-5 items).  There’s a 
$20/hour fee for this service.

And with so much experience and personal care taken 
on each item, there’s really no excuse for your “outer” 
you not to look and feel as fabulous as your new “inner” 
you, is there?

Pari’s is located at 225 Forest Avenue
Hours are M-F 10-6pm; Sat. 10-4pm
831.375.0500
     
          
Story © 2010 by Catherine Badin

Redo your wardrobe for a ‘new’ you

Golnesa, left, and Pari Payan operate Pari’s Boutique & Alterations



Benefit concert for Shelter Outreach Plus
Sunday, February 28, 2010, 3:00 p.m.

First United Methodist Church of Pacific Grove
915 Sunset Dr. @ 17-mile Dr., Pacific Grove, CA, (831) 372-5875

 www.butterflychurch.org,  www.shelteroutreachplus.org

Make plans to enjoy a free benefit concert, “Music of the Ages” at First United 
Methodist Church in Pacific Grove, Sunday afternoon, February 28 at 3:00 p.m.

This afternoon of great music will have something for everyone and is being 
presented to benefit Shelter Outreach Plus.  The talents of over 40 musicians will come 
together for this free musical event with 100 percent of all donations going to help 
provide safe housing and compassionate support for homeless people in our community. 

The concert will feature the well known group, the Kevin Jordan Wild Coast 
Brass Quintet, and Barbara Vella on organ performing classical pieces by artists such 
as Mussorgsky, Monteverdi, and Strauss, as well as contemporary artists.  The concert 
will be as diverse as “La Bamba” on organ, with jazz percussion, and high energy gospel 
choral arrangements by local composer Peter Williams. The amazing conclusion will be  
Rutter’s “Gloria” with accompaniment of organ, brass, choir, handbells, and percussion.

Shelter Outreach Plus offers emergency shelter, transitional housing and other 
supportive services for men, women and children.

The cost of this performance is being independently underwritten. For more 
information call Kathryn Abbott, (831) 917-3528 or Sharon Ericksen, (813) 372-5875
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Peninsula Christian Center
520 Pine Avenue, 831-373-0431

First Baptist Church of Pacific Grove
246 Laurel Avenue, 831-373-0741

St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
Central Avenue & 12th Street, 831-373-4441

Community Baptist Church
Monterey & Pine Avenues, 831-375-4311

Peninsula Baptist Church
1116 Funston Avenue, 831-647-1610

St. Angela Merici Catholic Church
146 8th Street, 831-655-4160

Christian Church Disciples of Christ of Pacific Grove
442 Central Avenue, 831-372-0363

First Church of God
1023 David Avenue, 831-372-5005

Jehovah’s Witnesses of Pacific Grove
1100 Sunset Drive, 831-375-2138

Church of Christ
176 Central Avenue, 831-375-3741

Lighthouse Fellowship of Pacific Grove
804 Redwood Lane, 831-333-0636

Mayflower Presbyterian Church
141 14th Street, 831-373-4705

Central Presbyterian Church of Pacific Grove
325 Central Avenue, 831-375-7207

Seventh-Day Adventist Church of the Monterey Peninsula
375 Lighthouse Avenue, 831-372-7818

First United Methodist Church of Pacific Grove
915 Sunset @ 17-Mile Dr.,  Pacific Grove - (831) 372-5875

Worship:  Sundays @ 10:30 a.m.

Jon Guthrie

High Hats & Parasols
Paintings worth fortune shipped to Peninsula

J. J. Glennon has received at his home several shipping crates labeled with 
the word “pictures”, receipt of which coincided with occasion of a silver jubilee 
celebration.

Upon unpacking the crates, Glennon discovered pictures painted by Lumière, 
a Parisian artist alleged to be of considerable note. The worth of the collection is 
estimated to be $250,000.  They were brought to America by the Sacks Publishing 
Company, and then shipped by rail by the Herman Lutes Company.  The collection 
was specified as being “for the viewing pleasure of all who cared to look upon 
them.”

The paintings form a story of Christ and Christianity. The final rendition 
was finished about 1896.  After completing a tour, the oils are to be permanently 
displayed in the John Jacob Astor Library.

Child swallows safety pin
The infant son of Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Brown swallowed an open safety pin 

Monday evening, but is apparently none the worse for his experience.
The nature of the accident gave rise to grave fears on the part of the parents, 

who summoned Physician H. N. Yates to the scene. The doctor declared that the 
child stands an excellent chance of getting off with absolutely no ill effects.

Mrs. Brown was preparing the little fellow for bed when the open pin, which 
had been temporarily stuck into the child’s nightdress, dislodged by means of an 
inadvertent gesture, and flew into the infant’s mouth.

Young artist opens Grove studio
Lester D. Boronda, renowned plein air painter, has chosen Pacific Grove as a 

home and for the situation of his new studio.  So quietly did this artist come along 
that few people have earned awareness of his arrival here.

The new resident brings with him a wealth of talent.  In its Sunday edition, 
the San Francisco Call had this to say about the artist: “From Pacific Grove have 
come some two or three dozen samples of outstanding work on canvases by Lester 
Boronda.  Boronda has recently returned to the United States and then to the Grove 
after touring Europe.  His studio is located at 214 Chestnut street in Pacific Grove.  
Some of the artist’s finest studies are on display there.

Boronda is also a featured artist whose works hang in the Del Monte resort 
hotel gallery and there are several of his pieces at Paul Elder’s Gallery and at the 
Rabjohn and Morcom Gallery.  Most of those hanging at the latter gallery are clever 
little pieces, representing scenes from around Carmel, Pacific Grove, and Monterey.  
There are also about a dozen scenes from Paris, Venus, and London, locales viewed 
while Boronda was in Europe.”

Among local scenes, perhaps the most fascinating are those of old adobes 
rendered in gray tones and silver.

Cross-country walker speaks
Trying to raise funds to help Spanish-American war veterans, Edward Payson 

Weston spoke to an audience gathered at the Pacific Grove Hotel.  Weston promised 
that he will make one more transcontinental walk.  He plans to leave from San 
Francisco on February 1st at 4 P.m.  His last trip required 105 days for the making. 
Weston plans to break his own record by completing the adventure in less than 100 
days.

Around town…
• Here’s this week’s winning ticket in the drawing offered by Beardsley’s 

Grocery. Bring us  ticket number 18729 and take home a free, 10# sack of 
potatoes.

• If rumors hold true, Dr. Frederick Cook will soon be a single man. His wife 
stated that she planned to seek a divorce after learning of her husband’s 
disreputous activities.

• Augustus Blohm, of San Francisco, is a guest registered at the Centrella House.
• Charles Shaw is seriously ill with pneumonia. Shaw is being nursed at his home 

on the corner of Fifth and Gibson streets.
• Put up your company in style at the Pacific Grove Hotel. Telephone Main 45 

and ask for George H. Cordy.
• Need transportation?  E. R. Martin is eager to leave his Lighthouse address and 

pick you up.  Your choice of carriage or auto mobile.

For sale or rent…
• Need hay?  M. W. Hoffman and J. K. Miller will sell by the bale or in larger 

lots.  Picked up, 30¢ a bale or $3 per dozen bales.  Delivered, 5¢ per bale extra.  
Leave your order at the Grove Bakery.

• Men … look sharp wearing linen collars.  15¢ each.  9¢ each when purchased 
by the half-dozen.

• Check with J. M. Wood about renting a lovely home located on Forest Avenue 
near downtown, Pacific Grove.

• Buy your fruit trees from the Monterey Land Company.  Prices begin at 50¢ for 
a tree.  Also … a small number of eucalyptus plantings on hand.  $1 each.  See 
H. R. O’Bryan.

• You are invited to take full advantage of the “closing out” prices in many 
articles of men’s clothing offered by the Golden Rule Bazaar.

• Enjoy a jumble from the Grove Bakery.  With a cup of coffee, 12¢.
• It isn’t your fault that the bread didn’t turn out well.  You should have used Port 

Costa Flour. Ask for a sample sack today.
• Get ready for spring with Great Northern Seed Company flower seeds.  Choose 

from our selection of kinds and colors.  Prices range from 10¢ to 90¢ per packet.



PPine
You earned every gray hair on  your head, 
and I love each one.

Snuggle Bunny

furaniki
sensei

ai ni shishou
nashi
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Love Signs
To all my

loyal customers
I  y you guys!

B’s Coffee

Mention this heart and receive 
50% off your morning java

My dearest love:
I’m so grateful for all

you’ve given me.
I  y you more

each day
Mowgli

Carolyn Love. 
The luckiest day of my life - 
When you opened the door and    
  I saw you for the f irst time.
          I love you, darling.

              Wayne

Wayne,
Thank you for always
being there. You have 
turned my tears to laughter.
      All my love,
            Carolyn

Marita’s Shoes & Boutique
Mention this ad
Receive 20% Off
Your Valentine’s

Purchase
Valid thru
2/14/10

Ppine
You earned every gray hair 
on your head, and I love 
each one.

Snuggle Bunny

Mom:
Happy Valentine’s Day!

Skyler

Cami Bear-
You wag my tail!

Soul Bear,
I’m just kwazy

about you!
Beets

Colton & Audrey:
Oh man, God!

My dream has finally 
come true!
I  love you!

Daddy

Rich,
You are my Best Friend and 
the LOVE of MY LIFE. I’m 

looking forward to our future 
and many more years

of Happiness.
I LOVE YOU

- Stacy

Mom:
Happy Valentine’s Day!

to my first 
and best
Valentine
#1 Kid

  To my LOVING
family -
Children, grandchildren and loved ones, 
Thank you for your loving support in all 
   I do. I am who I am because of your
       love and I LOVE YOU very much!
            -DiAnna aka: mama,
                      grammie, auntie

Trevor

You are my SUNSHINE 
     I'm so proud of you. 

Happy Valentines Day Baby.
 I love you BUNCHES

MOMMY~

EUNICE,
YOU EMPOWER ME

All my luv
E-

Melita,
Lots of love and kisses,

Robere

Stacy
Happy Valentine’s Day 

Honey!
I love you very much

Rich
Trotters Antiques

590 Lighthouse
Happy 

Valentine’s
Day!



 Carol Genrich, CPA
For Peace of Mind

 
516 Forest Ave., Ste 150 (831) 649-1040
Pacific Grove, CA 93950 www.carolgenrichcpa.com
 

The personal touch  -  By appointment
FREE initial consultation
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Small Business Websites
PROFESSIONAL, PERSONAL, ECONOMICAL, EASY.

PacificGroveWebsites.com
info@pacificgrovewebsites.com

POSTCARD DESIGN
AND PRINTING

FOR YOUR SALES AND MARKETING
View examples at

www.pacificgrovewebsites.com/postcards.html
INFO@PACIFICGROVEWEBSITES.COM

SERVICEAt Your
Book PuBlishing services
Free consultation • 27 Years Experience

All types of books • Consulting & development
Patricia Hamilton, Publisher • 831-649-6640

publishingbiz@sbcglobal.net
www.ParkPlacePublications.com

The Arts

Now Showing

Children’s and Teens’ Classes
at Pacific Grove Art Center

“Capture Your Vision” for Middle School Students. 2-dimensional, painting, pastel, 
colored pencil.

Mondays, Jan. 11-Feb. 15, 2010, 3:30-5 pm.
$60 per 6-week session.

Call Julie Heilman at 831-920-2318.

“Wild Wednesdays” for Ages 8-12. A structured, project-oriented class starting 
with drawing faces, and continuing with a new project each week.

Wednesdays, Jan. 13 to  Feb. 17, 2010, 3:30-5 pm. $60 per 6-week session.
Call Julie Heilman at 831-920-2318.

“Creativity Unlimited” for Grades 2-5. 3-dimensional art, working with clay, glue 
guns, fabric, and mixed media.

Ongoing
Pacific Grove Art center

568 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove
Art Center Open Wednesday-Saturday 12-5 p.m

January 8-February 18, 2010
“Earth Tones” Emily DuBois, Rebecca Fogg, Yuri Ordjonikidze, and Will Tait

“Celebrate Color,” Oil Paintings by Claire C. Oppenhuizen
“The Art of Sukhdev Dail: Retrospective Exhibition”

“But A Dream,” Paintings by Zachary Kirshner

Adult art classes and workshops
at Pacific Grove Art Center

"Overview of Watercolor" for Adults. Basics of limited palette method to 
experimental, including watercolor printmaking. All skill levels welcome.

Tuesdays, Jan. 12-Feb. 16, 2010, 6 weeks, 6-9 pm.
$90. Must pre-register one week prior to class.

Call Jane Flury at 831-373-1494 or email artnants@aol.com.

"Fruits & Veggies (& A Few Nuts),” an ongoing class for adults working in 
watercolor or acrylic. There will be inspiration from seasonal items to fill your paper 
or canvas. We share lots of encouragement, techniques, and great networking. Come 
join the fun

Wednesdays, 1-3 pm, $60 per 6-week session
Call Instructor, Julie Heilman, at 831-920-2318

Watercolor Printmaking with Jane Flury
Starts Thursday, January 14, 6-9PM, runs 3 weeks for $75 

This will be a fun, experimental class great for the beginner printmaker. Some 
materials provided. Pre-register one week prior to class. For more information please 
call 373-1494 or e-mail artnants@aol.com

Life Drawing
6-9 pm. Drop-in model fee: $10.

Call Instructor Mark Farina at 831-373-0886.

"Essence of France"
Oils Paintings on Canvas by Robert Lewis

GALLERY ELITE
on San Carlos between 5th and 6th Streets

directly across the street from the Hog's Breath

Science illustrator and instructor Erin E. Hunter will lead “Art + Nature: 
Drawing From the Collections,” a series of sketching and drawing classes based 
on collections at the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History.

The class will run from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Sundays, Feb. 7-28, with sessions 
focusing on botanicals, birds, mammals and insects.

The schedule is as follows (all classes are on Sunday afternoon): 

February 14: Birds 
February 21: Mammals 
February 28: Insects

Working in various media, participants will explore plant and animal 
anatomy, drawing techniques, nature journaling, field sketching tips, color theory 
and more.

Classes are open to all skill levels, including beginners, and the four classes 
may be taken individually or as a package.

Classes are $25 each, or all four for $95. A materials list will be available 
upon sign-up.

To register, call 831-648-5716, ext. 17.

Nature drawing class
offered at PG Museum

Your ad here
$15/week + free color

831-324-4742

"Depression Kitchen" a collection of green depression glass, jadeite glass, 
old tins and enamelware from the 1930's and 40's will be exhibited by Tina 
Martinez   at the Cannery Row Antiques Mall upstairs gallery. The exhibit 
runs February 6 through the end of March. The mall is located at 471 Wave St. 
Mall hours are 10am-5:30pm everyday. For more information call 655-0264

Depression Glass, more at Cannery Row

At Artisana Gallery
309 Forest Avenue

Architectural Explorations
A Community Mapping:  From 

Fragmentation to Wholeness
Artist: Tracy Parker
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Marvin Sheffield, DVM.

Living Wild in PG

Some of our most beautiful and 
wonderful springtime avian arrivals 
include the many species of warblers, 
orioles, thrushes, flycatchers and indigo 
buntings, to name a few.  These are 
neotropical migrants that breed in the 
United States, but winter in Central or 
South America.

These birds have a north-with- 
spring, and south-with-autumn migratory 
behavioral pattern built in. Many of the 
species that utilize the Pacific Coast 
Migratory route often fan out onto an 
established Gulf Coastal Migratory route. 
This route offers less open ocean for them 
to cross nonstop. However the routes taken 
depend upon the species and prevailing 
weather patterns, which may blow them 
off course.

While southerly winds prevail across 
the Gulf of Mexico, frequent cold fronts 
now surge down from the North, hitting 
the unsuspecting migrants over the Gulf. 
If the cold front is not too strong, the 
birds try to fly above it at a higher altitude 
by climbing onto southerly winds that 
override the colder air mass.

If the head-on cold front is a powerful 
one, the birds do their best to fly through 
it, resulting in overtaxing themselves. 
What might have been a 24-hour flight 
nonstop over the Gulf of Mexico now 
becomes an exhausting marathon lasting 
up to 40 hours. Even though the birds had 
put on body fat in South America, they 
now have depleted it, and in the case of 
a little warbler, its muscle mass is rapidly 
catabolized as its powerful wing and 
breast muscles try to keep it airborne. 
Those migrants that deplete their muscle 
mass become rapidly emaciated as they 
run out of energy, falling into the water to 
die. For those that manage to fight their 
way through the storm and reach our Gulf 
Coast, survival is contingent upon their 
finding a sheltered forest with fresh water 
and insect food sources.

Global Warming comes into play as 
an additional hazard for these exhausted 
migrants. While they may find some 
forested shelter Stateside to rest in, they 
may find their food sources depleted. 
Some of the results of global warming are 
milder winters resulting in premature plant 
blossoming, concomitant with premature 
acceleration of the insects’ life cycles and 
creating a paucity of food available to 
these weary birds arriving on schedule. 
The migrants now out of synchrony with 

their instinctive food sources have to 
continue to fly farther north or else die of 
starvation. 

Exposure to more frequent spring 
storms is another factor forcing them to 
fly farther inland, searching for food and 
forest shelter; which is being replaced with 
commercial development and residential 
sprawl.

Weather radar has been tracking 
migrating bird flocks since the early 
1960’s. The current radar maps show a 
decrease in more than half of the migrants 
crossing the Gulf of Mexico each spring.

How do we stop this downward trend? 
Ornithologists have to become more 
proactive if avian species are to survive. 
Protecting the birds tropical winter homes, 
from slash and burn deforestation is most 
important in the Caribbean, Central and 
South America. 

Promoting more eco-tourism is one 
method that has worked very well in 
Costa Rica for mammalian species and 
amphibians, as well as birds. Stateside 
concerns have to be publicized so that the 
American public is made more aware of 
what we stand to lose; since most of these 
migrants are insectivorous, they are a boon 
to our gardens, farms and ecology.

Reaching out to farmers is another 
method that helped in saving our bobolinks. 
If we can induce a farmer to allow a small 
tree stand, even as small as 50x50 feet 
in the middle of a large corn field, that 
volunteers could plant with native shrubs 
and trees, it would serve as an emergency 
way station with shelter and food for 
migrants to rest and feed in. 

Working with farmers to preserve 
portions of existing Coastal swamp bottom 
land forests is essential for migrants too. 
Such “thickets” even if small in size are 
very helpful providing they are numerous 
enough.

Lastly, legislation needs to be 
enforced to curb the avaricious plans of 
developers, who jump the gun in draining 
marshlands of strategic importance for 
wildlife without a proper EIR, and to 

keep them from building in existing flood 
plains as well. This ultimately is a boon 
for people as well.

If homeowners can overcome their 
infatuation with foreign exotics, and 

devote some of their garden to native trees 
and shrubs that these birds have evolved 
with, that too is helpful. Tired migrants 
need these small oasis of native plants 
and shrubs.

T h e  C o r n e l l  L a b o r a t o r y  o f 
Ornithology in Ithaca, New York can be 
an excellent source of information as to 
what to plant in order to attract these birds.

 Marvin J.Sheffield, D.V.M.

One of the ongoing endeavors of Sustainable Pacific Grove is public 
education and the empowerment of people to make smarter choices for home 
and commercial energy use. Here are two pieces of information that may be 
useful if you are looking to make such improvements. 

PACE bonds (Property Assessed Clean Energy) help create funding 
for buildings to be retrofitted for energy independence. According to the 
PACENOW website (www.pacenow.org), “A PACE bond is a bond where 
the proceeds are lent to commercial and residential property owners to 
finance energy retrofits (efficiency measures and small renewable energy 
systems) and who then repay their loans over 20 years via an annual 
assessment on their property tax bill. PACE bonds can be issued by 
municipal financing districts or finance companies and the proceeds can be 
typically used to retrofit both commercial and residential properties.”

Here in California, Governor Schwartzenegger in 2008 signed Assembly 
Bill 811, giving all California cities and counties the ability to offer low-
interest loans for energy-efficiency projects and solar panels to homeowners 
and small businesses. Recipients would pay back the loans through 
assessments on property tax bills; if they move, the outstanding loan balance 
is taken over by the new owner. 

AB811 has not gone unnoticed by our local government. In her State 
of the City address last Monday, Mayor Carmelita Garcia said, “We became 
the first city in the county to adopt resolutions approving participation in the 
AB811, and California First program providing low-cost loans to individuals 
wanting to upgrade their homes with energy efficiency improvements. 
This move sends a clear message that we are serious about protecting our 
environment. We are taking action to help support that message and at the 
same time looking at ways to help our residents participate in this effort 
without it being cost prohibitive.”

There is a great resource to assist property owners in making choices 
by using the Home Energy Saver website, which brings advanced building 
simulation software to interactive World Wide Web pages to help consumers 
identify the technologies that will save them the most energy and money. 
Log on to: hes.lbl.gov/ 

Hazards facing migratory birds

More from Sustainable Pacific Grove:
Smart choices for energy use



The Works Cafe presents

SIMPLE 
PLEASURES

“Celebration of Love”

Saturday
Feburary 13th

7:30-9:30 PM
$10 Admission

667 Lighthouse
(across from the

Post Office)
Pacific Grove
831-372-2242

Ames Anderson
mandolin, guitar, dobro, violin, vocals

Mary Anne Anderson
vocals, guitar, autoharp

With Special Guests
Michael Kainer

and Robert Marcum

Business as usual in “The Life” 
Restaurants hold a certain magnetic 

and magical hold over people. If I’ve heard 
it once, I’ve heard it a million times…
”Someday, I want to open a restaurant 
of my own.”  This statement is always 
delivered with the same dreamy far away 
look quickly followed up with at least a 
couple of the reasons listed below: 

Everyone likes my cooking and says 
I should have my own place. 

I love entertaining people over good 
food and wine. 

I think it would be sooooo fun to have 
my own restaurant. 

My food would show these local chefs 
a thing or two and I would have the best 
service ever! 

My grandmother’s recipes deserve a 
restaurant. 

blah, de blah, de blah. 
Nowhere in the minds of these dreamy 

novices is there a shred of the reality of 
what the people in that line of work call, 
“being in the life” or just ‘the life’ for 
short.  I can tell you first hand about ‘the 
life’.  I have been a gold card carrying 
member for thirty five years.  It is a tough, 
stressful, demanding, all encompassing 
and all devouring monster that shows 
brief moments of kindness, humanity 
with liberal doses of dark comedy mostly 
stemming from the foibles of the humans 
in it. 

 Success in the restaurant business is 
rare and sudden restaurant death syndrome 
(SRDSS for short) is constantly lurking 
around the next corner.  The Grim Reaper 
of Restaurants is a cunning little devil that 
wears many masks. He could show up with 
scythe in hand in the form of: an economic 

downturn or the latest outbreak of e-coli. 
Or he could be terrorists piloting airplanes 
into buildings or an earthquake that rattles 
your clientele for weeks. Perhaps he might 
be an extraordinary string of bad weather 
that results in power outages that ruin your 
inventory and your business or a person in 
a wheelchair that goes from place to place 
suing people for non-compliance of the 
vast array of ADA laws. 

 If you survive that bunch of magical 
‘fun times’ you can always look forward 
to having your employees suing you 
out of business for slipping and falling 
on the ice cube THEY dropped on the 
floor or the inevitable sexual harassment 
suit that is slapped on you because the 
bartender made a suggestive comment to 
a server, which is also somehow always 
the business owner’s fault.  

I’ve got  a couple of books worth 
of amazing, fun, heart-wrenching, gut 
clenching restaurant war stories just like 
anyone who has spent even a day in ‘the 
life’, but today I’d like to share a story 
that belongs to some other stressed out 
operator that is about to be sued from all 
sides. This article recently appeared in the 
Sacramento Bee, but honestly, it could be 
from Anywhere USA. Workplace violence 
is no stranger to ‘the life’. 

So, the next time you say, “Someday 
I’m going to open My Own Restaurant…” 

Imagine this nightmare occurring 
in your dining room in full view of your 
guests and ask yourself over and over…
am I really ready to sign up for ‘the life?”  

In future columns, I promise to relay 
the sunnier side of ‘the life’.  It’s not 
all doom and gloom with intermittent 
stabbings in the dining room taking place. 
It has its’ moments that are completely 
redeeming, but you’ve got to learn to roll 
with the punches and take the good with 
the bad and the sweet with the bitter. 

As I always say, “Follow your nose 
and your gut and decide for yourself. 
Eat often, eat well and support our local 
restaurants.” 

Argument over Chef’s 
Hat Turns into
Hotel Stabbing

The stabbing took place at 
the Radisson Hotel in Sacramento 
on Sunday, January 24, 2010. An 
argument over a chef’s hat escalated 
into a bloody knife attack in front 
of shocked guests at a Sacramento 
hotel this weekend, leaving one chef 
seriously injured and another on the 
run, according to authorities.

The suspect and victim both 
worked at the Radisson Hotel on 
Leisure Lane, according to authorities, 
and an argument between the two 
spiraled out of control on Sunday. The 
suspect was allegedly angry with the 
victim for not wearing his chef hat and 
began cursing at him.

“I think it escalated so quickly 

Are you sure you want to do this?
that others didn’t realize it was going 
to become violent,” said Sacramento 
Police Department spokesperson 
Laura Peck. The suspect picked up 
an eight-inch filet knife and stabbed 
his colleague repeatedly, according 
to witnesses. An army recruit and two 
off-duty police officers came to the aid 
of the stabbing victim as the suspect 
allegedly left the scene through a back 
door at the hotel. He has not yet been 
located by investigators.

The victim, who has not been 
identified, was hospitalized but is 
expected to survive.
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I. Ada Lott

Eating Out in PG

Chip Allen Lockwood, Ph.D., Ch. T.
311B Forest Avenue

Pacific Grove
831-601-0778

Hypnotherapy
Spiritual Coach and Counselor

Dr. Lockwood has been a member of the local community for over 13 years. His work is 
conducted in-office on an appointment basis and sessions are one and one half hours in length.

The Strange, the Tragic & the Fun 
Restaurant Stories That Boggle the Mind
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Mahalo Mondays
4:30-9:00 p.m. 

During February
at

Hula’s Island Grill
and Tiki Room

622 Lighthouse Ave.
Monterey

831.655.4852
Hula’s has “a passion for fun, friendly, enthusiastic service, 
the freshest fish, great steaks, seafood, and an overall 
menu which includes a hint of Asian, a dash of Latin and a 
touch of Caribbean, all with Hawaiian inspiration.”

10% of dinner sales
benefit

Gateway Center

Have some GREAT food while supporting Gateway Center!
All proceeds received will go toward operating expenses for 

the people with developmental disabilities, whom we provide 
with residential living and  day programs.   

We look forward to seeing you, your friends and your family 
at Hula’s! 

To view their menu, please go to www.hulastiki.com

The Pacific Grove Young 
Entrepreneur Awards (YEA!) 
presentation will be held 
on Tuesday,  February 23, 
from 5:30pm to 7:30pm at 
Pacific Grove Museum of 
Natural History in Pacific  
Grove.  The presentation 
will acknowledge 
approximately 130 Pacific 
Grove Middle School  
students who entered this 
year’s competition. A 
series of cash awards will 
be presented  to those students who 
excelled in preparing comprehensive 
essays titled, “How I Will  Create A 
Successful Business.”

Entrepenuer and former Pacific 
Grove Mayor Dan Cort will serve as 
Masters of Ceremonies.  Students, 
parents, teachers, administrators, 
city officials and business leaders are  
invited to attend. Refreshments will be 
available to guests.

The YEA! program offers Pacific 
Grove students an opportunity to win 
cash and prizes for  their submissions 
of comprehensive business plans 
and/or essays outlining a fictitious  
business. First, second, and third place 
cash prizes are awarded to qualified  
participants. All entries receive merit 
prizes and certificates.  The winning 
entries  will be announced the night of 
the awards presentation.

Entries were judged by a team 
of volunteers from various local 
businesses and  organizations,  
including: Julie Blue, Chrysalis 
Corp.; Mario Mancilla, Kinko’s; 
Valerie  Morin, H&R Block; Craig and 

The Pacific Grove 
Young Entrepreneur Awards 

Presentation 
Tuesday, February 23, 2010 

5:30pm - 7:30pm 
Pacific Grove Museum of 

Natural History, Pacific Grove

Your Achievements

Peeps

Rebecca Riddell with Riddell & Riddell 
Advertising; Dan Cort,  Cort Company; 

Joseph Rock, 
Architect; Mari 
Demera, Trellis 
Garden Market; 
Robert &  Leela 
Markham, The 
Works; Katie Allen; 
Monterey Federal 
Credit Union. 

The judging  
committee used 
a set criteria to 

determine the most comprehensive 
entries. Awards are as follows: 1st Place 
$300/2nd place $200/ 3rd place $100/ 
Honorable Mention(s) $10.00 each. 

Each of the judges may select an 
entry to receive an honorable mention.

The YEA! Program, formed in 
1996, stimulates Pacific Grove students’ 
interest in business  and serves to better 
prepare them for entering the work 
force or college.  This year’s  program 
is funded by generous contributions 
from the following businesses and  
individuals: Alberto Barreto; Chrysalis 
Software, Inc.; Cedar Street Times; 
Cort Co. —  Dan Cort & Family; Barry 
Dolowich, CPA; Bechler Patisserie; D& 
S Upholstery; Scott Miller; Monterey 
Mirror Maze; Dr. Susan Nilmeier; 
Passionfish Restaurant; Thomas Pile; 
Riddell & Riddell Advertising; David 
Spradling; and Winning Wheels. The 
Young Entrepreneur Awards Program 
is under the fiscal sponsorship of the 
Action Council of Monterey County.

For further information regarding 
the Young Entrepreneur Awards call 
Rebecca Riddell at 831-646-0351.

Sixty-three elementary school 
students from three fifth-grade classes 
gathered in the auditorium at Robert 
Down School on Feb. 9 for a D.A.R.E. 
graduation ceremony. Mayor Carmelita 
Garcia and council member Alan Cohen, 
fresh from shooting baskets for Hoops 
of Hope the night before, each spoke to 
the graduating class. Police Chief Darius 
Engles also addressed the crowd. Several 
other police officers attended, along with 
Fire Chief Andrew Miller.   

D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education) is a program that teaches kids 
good decision-making skills to help them 
avoid high-risk behavior so they can grow 
up healthy, safe and secure. 

Pacific Grove police officer Eva 
Rasul heads up the program here. Students 
meet once a week for 12 weeks for fun 
activities and education about drug abuse, 
bullying and how to make good choices. 
As proud parents and relatives watched, 
she handed certificates to all the graduates 
and received a bouquet of roses in return.

Then the pizzas arrived, provided 
through the fundraising efforts of Cohen 
and the PG Auto Rally. 

In the past three years, more than 220 
communities have started new D.A.R.E. 
programs. 

D.A.R.E. graduates honored
Left: PG Police Officer Eva Rasul was honored at the graduation ceremony. 
She heads up the program locally. Below, graduates, councilmembers, staff 
and police representatives. . .just before the photographer said “Smile!” 
Below, right: Rasul congratulated each graduate and gave them their certifi-
cates as Robert Down Principal Linda Williams looked on.
Photos by Cameron Douglas

130 young entrepreneurs
to be feted February 23
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100 years of Boy Scouting

Photos by Skyler Lewis

When the Boy Scouts of America celebrated its 100th year, Chautaqua Hall filled with celebrants young and not 
so young. Above, Scoutmaster Dave Laredo greets Matt Overfield, PG’s newest Eagle Scout, along with a Life 
Scout, a 2nd Class Scout, and a Bear. Above, left, he talks with a couple who were Cub Scout leaders in the 
1930’s and 1940’s. About 225 people celebrated the event.



Page 14 • CEDAR STREET Times • February 12, 2010

Roses are red, yellow, pink, white, and. . .
By Catherine Badin

Roses are Red
Violets are Blue.. 
Yikes! it’s almost Valentine’s Day!
So, what are you gonna do?

As Valentine’s Day approaches 
one thing is apparent - people 
everywhere in Pacific Grove are on 
the lookout for that perfect gift that 
states, “I Love You,” in that perfect 
way.  And while jewelry, candy and 
gold bullion bars may be at the top of 
the list for some of you as “the main 
attraction”.. flowers, as always and 
without exception, are de rigueur on 
V-Day.

Oh! Flowers, originally located 
where the purple-painted AFRP 
adoption center is now housed, 
moved into its’ current spot on 
Fountain Avenue in 2008, shortly 
after The Wooden Nickel was sold 
and subdivided into several retail 
spaces.

Original owner, Esther Oh, 
has operated Oh! Flowers for the 
past five years, previously with her 
brother, John, as partner.  She brought 
Liisa Lesser in a year ago as her new 
partner. 

Esther and John grew up in 
California and moved up and down 
the coast until settling in the area 
five years ago.  She worked behind 
the scenes as a Librarian, but has 
always loved plants and flowers.  
Coincidentally, John was working 
at FLOR DE, a well-established 
florist in PG, when Esther found 
out it was up for sale and they both 
joined forces and decided to buy the 
business.  

Last year when Esther needed 
some additional help over Valentine’s 
Day, John’s wife’s sister, Liisa 
Lesser, offered to fly in from Dallas 
to help out in the shop over the busy 
holiday weekend.  It all seemed to 
flow and come together, and when 
John offered to sell Liisa his half of 
the business, she enthusiastically 
agreed.

Lesser grew up learning all 
about flowers, plants and garden 
landscaping from her parents, 
who were both professional 
landscape designers.  She worked 
as a professional pilot for corporate 
charters for thirteen years, but when 
the company went belly up Liisa 
decided to go back to her roots.  
Packing up all her belongings, Lesser 
moved to the Monterey Peninsula 
to become joint owner at OH’s and 
is now happily celebrating her first 
year anniversary in partnership with 
Esther.

As one enters Oh! Flowers, the 
lush scent of full floral bouquets 
and the clean aroma of fern plants 
immediately fill the nostrils.  The 
shop has been totally revamped 
and repainted, including putting in 
skylights to create a spacious, airy 
feel.  Everything positively vibrates 
with light and is perfectly suited to 

Catherine Badin

Businesses thriving
showcasing Oh! Flowers’ colorful 
array of plants and flowers. 

A full service florist, Oh! 
Flowers sells ferns and other green 
plants, flowering plants, wreaths, 
dish gardens, balloons and specialty 
decorative items.  A majority of their 
flowers are locally grown and come 
from Watsonville and Salinas.  Are 
you an orchid lover?  Oh! Flowers 
stocks phalaenopsis, cymbidium and 
odontoglossum; and other tropical 
plants can always be special ordered.  
A good part of Oh! Flowers business 
comes from doing weddings, floral 
events, parties, dinners, proms and 
graduation parties.  Special events 
aside, the shop does same day 
delivery.  Clients who are too busy to 
come into the shop can also order by 
phone, or on the web.  

One attractive program offered 
at Oh! Flowers is their “Flower of 
the Month Club.”   Explains Liisa, 
“People can order seasonal bouquets 
to be delivered monthly within our 
local area from Pebble Beach, Carmel 
and PG, all the way to Salinas.  We 
customize programs according to 
taste, whether it be a single bud 
vase, a dozen roses, or a mixed 
arrangement.”

“Yes,” adds Esther.  “It takes the 
stress out of things to remember, or 
if you entertain a lot. This is a way to 
keep on top of things and show your 
loved ones that you care!” 

And just what is the pricing 
for such floral beauty?  Small 
arrangements start at $35; massive 
arrangements can run as high as 
$300.  Delivery to local areas is $6; 
further out will total closer to $15.  
And over Valentine’s Day this year, 
Oh! Flowers is offering free delivery 
and a 10% discount to members who 
pay in full for the yearly “Flower of 
the Month Club” program. 

While Esther admits to noticing 
some effects of the economy during 
this past year, she is quick to 
emphasize, “We are very optimistic 
about the future and that our business 
will continue to grow.”

Liisa agrees. She adds, “Having 
come from a place like Dallas with 
its’ bright lights, big city, concrete 
shopping malls and big hair motifs 
Pacific Grove is a refreshing change.  
I’m really enjoying the small town 
feel and the slower pace of living.  
There’s nowhere I would rather be!”         

Oh! Flowers takes all major 
credit cards, so what are you waiting 
for? Whatever your “other gift” is for 
this Valentine’s Day,  flowers from 
Oh!s will definitely add a few gold 
stars to your dance card.  

Hours:
M-F 9-4:30 pm; Saturday 10-3pm
Located at: 155 Fountain Avenue (near 
Central Ave.)
831.657.2188
www.ohflowers.com

Story & photos © 2010 by Catherine 
Badin
catherinebadin@yahoo.com

Daniels Corner Market
aka Little Store

1202 Shafter Ave. • Buena Vista & Shafter Avenues
Pacific Grove • 831-644-0456

M-F 6:30 am-8 pm, Sat. 7:30 am-8 pm, Sun 7:30 am-6 pm
Bring your sweetie in on Valentine’s

Buy yourself a cup of coffee
mention this ad

and get the other for FREE

Ocean Treasures Fine Jewelry
216 Grand Avenue, Pacific Grove

831-372-7800
To all our customers

We wish you a happy Valentine’s Day!
Stop by before 2/14 and receive 25% off 

your Valentine purchase!

Top: Esther Oh, left, and partner Liisa Lesser of Oh! Flowers, located at 155 
Fountain Avenue (lower photo).



By Cameron Douglas

As children played in the garden and families 
toured the many exhibits, a dedicated group of citizens 
and town leaders convened in the meeting room of 
the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History for the 
first PG Library Summit on Feb. 6. The large turnout 
— more than 100 people — included city council 
members, library staff, past and present library board 
members, Friends of the library and other members of 
the community.

The event served as a brainstorming session to 
determine how to keep the library viable and serving 
in the best public interest. Elin Kelsey served as event 
facilitator. Kelsey is a writer and consultant who 
specializes in communicating science to the public and 
leading change within governmental, non-governmental 
and non-profit organizations. 

At the Feb. 6 summit, people were given the chance 
to select courses of action that held interest for them and 
to host groups for those actions. By the size of some 
groups, certain topics seemed to generate heated interest. 
A large group, hosted by Friends of the Library secretary 
Judy Archibald, shared ideas about the formation of a 
library foundation similar to the one now in place for 
the museum. “There are a lot of resources out there,” 
said Archibald.

Council member and library liaison Lisa Bennett’s 
group focused on the appropriate role of city council 
in supporting the library. They broke it down to four 
steps: Take a stand on important issues; allocate as much 
money as possible; think long-term; initiate and support 
a measure to secure sustained, stable funding, and keep 
that funding separate from the general fund. 

In another part of the room, about 30 people 
gathered where Linda Bailey led a discussion on a 
possible ballot measure to fund the library. Stung by the 
narrow defeat of Measure J last November, proponents 
of a special library tax worked to ascertain what went 
wrong with Measure J and craft a bill that will succeed.

Besides the breakout groups, people exchanged 
hellos and ideas one-on-one. Scott Miller, the former 
PG police chief now running for Monterey County 
sheriff, listened intently to the discussions. Budget and 
Finance Manager Jim Becklenberg has kids use both 
the public library and libraries at school. At the summit, 
he suggested, “More collaboration with schools is an 
important opportunity to explore.”

The event showed great promise; not just from 
the rich exchange of ideas, but from the cross-section 
of townspeople who attended. Some put aside past 
differences of opinion in order to come and work 
together. “I’m so grateful to everyone who’s turned out 
this morning,” said Senior Librarian Lisa Maddalena, 
adding that many had passed up a chance to sleep in. 
“It means so much to me and my staff.”

What’s next
In true community fashion, Lisa Bennett’s mom 

volunteered to collate reports and lists of actionable 
items from the group leaders and type them up along 
with the attendance list. That information will be 
distributed among the library staff for review. A follow-
up meeting will be held on a date to be announced.   
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Strong turnout, sound ideas
First library summit

Above, left: Friends of   the Library secretary Judy 
Archibald leads the discussion of a library founda-
tion.
above, right: (L-R) Council member Robert Huitt 
and city finance manager Jim Becklenberg listen to 
long-time library supporter Pam Cain.
Right: Former police chief Scott Miller (center).
Below, left: (L-R) Acting Library Board Chair Laura 
Courtney Headley, City Manager Tom Frutchey 
and event facilitator Elin Kelsey.
Below, right: (L-R) Event facilitator Elin Kelsey and 
Senior Librarian Lisa Maddalena.

Library Board member Anthony Pearsall 
contributes to the discussion of a possible 

new library ballot measure.

Photos by Cameron Douglas
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By Marge Ann Jameson

By the time he took a cabin in 
Pacific Grove in order to collect sea 
bird specimens in Monterey Bay in 
1946, only four years before his death 
in 1950, Rollo Beck had established a 
reputation for “rare skill and indomitable 
persistence” and had a record for field 
work in sea birds which “had placed him 
in a class by himself.”(Robert Cunham 
Murphy, Oceanic Birds of South 
America). He was known in the circles 
of museums of natural history as one of 
the most successful collectors of wild 
bird specimens the world had known to 
date.

It is estimated by his great-nephews, 
Rollo Beck Parsons and Gibbe Parsons, 
that Beck was responsible for some 
65,000 specimens which grace the 
collections of such venerable institutions 
as the American Museum of Natural 
History – and the few hundred which 
form the bulk of the collection in the 
Pacific Grove Museum of Natural 
History.

Gibbe, the younger brother, has 
become the family historian and 
collector of his great uncle’s legacy and 
works closely with museum curators and 
directors. There are collections of Beck 
birds, some numbering in the thousands, 
in dozens of museums.

The shotgun in the display at 
Pacific Grove was handed down to 
Rollo Parsons. It was too big for him 
as a child, so it was cut down, thereby 
ruining it as far as any collectible value 
as a firearm but making it a great piece 
of family history.

Rollo, who resembles his famous 
antecedent, remembers his great uncle as 
jovial and energetic. He recalls that, as a 
child, there were some artifacts from the 
South Pacific which were on the family 
hearth, items that have long since been 
donated to a museum.

For Rollo Beck was more than 
a collector of birds. In his quest to 
answer questions of distribution and 
identification, he also amassed a great 
quantity of data and associated nests, 
notes and photographs and more than a 
few pieces of cultural anthropology.

He was also a most skilled 
taxidermy artist, skinning, stuffing, 
posing and preserving thousands of 
specimens himself. He made careful 
measurements, notes on the stomach 
contents of the specimens, descriptions 
of colors, and drawings and photographs. 
He carefully recorded series illustrating 
the growth and development of given 
species from egg to adult.

Beck, who dropped out of school 
while in the eighth grade, was born 
in Los Gatos in 1870. His interest in 
bird collecting began, according to his 
autobiography, when the family moved 
to the Berryessa area of San Jose. He 
learned to prepare bird skins from a 
friend and began to mount specimens 
as well as to identify them from 
guidebooks available at the time,joining 
the American Ornithological Union in 
1894.

Perhaps his first field trip was a 
six-week journey to the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, a trip he repeated in 1896 
when he went to Lake Tahoe and 
Yosemite. 

In 1897 he made what must have 
been an uncomfortable journey, to say 
the least, driving a horsedrawn spring-
wagon three hundred miles to Santa 
Barbara, where he had the opportunity 
to join a Rothschild Expedition to the 
Galapagos Islands, a trip he was to make 
four times, the last in 1905. He was later 
commissioned to help the California 
Academy of Sciences to replace their 

collection, burned in a fire in 1906. He 
collected in Mexico and Costa Rica as 
well, and in 1907 married Ida Menzies 
who accompanied him on his journeys as 
his assistant, sailing with him to Alaska 
in 1908 and to South America in 1912.

From 1912 to 1929, he collected 
for the American Museum of Natural 
History in such far-flung places as the 
Andes and the Falkland Islands. In 
1920, they journeyed to Samoa, Fiji and 
Tonga: “We had enjoyed the blessings 
of regular American food and had 
learned to handle our own motor car, 
but we though a visit to the South Seas 
for a couple of years would not be too 
hard to bear. . .” he wrote in his brief 
autobiography. The “few years” became 
eight. On their way home via Australia 
they were asked to go to New Guinea 
and collect birds of paradise, which they 
did for another year, finally sailing for 
the United States and landing in New 
York in 1929.

From 1930 until he died, he and his 
wife maintained a fruit ranch in Planada, 
Merced County, California from where 
he made short trips to collect birds in 
San Francisco Bay, Gilroy, Los Banos 
and other nearby areas, including the 
Monterey Bay.

Letter of  Instructions*
From Walter Rothschild

to Capt. Samuel A. Robinson
Dated February, 1897

“It is estimated that it will require at 
least 8 months for Field work which 
with time of  travel estimated at 2 
months will make about 10 months 
but if  it requires longer, You are to 
extend it.

You will sail from New York by 
Steamer March 20 destination 
Panama ‘City’. . . Arriving at Panama 
You will use all possible efforts to 
procure a suitable Vessel of  say 40 
tons which you estimate can be done 
at an expense of  $100. per month

Supplies to procure at Sailing.
[the letter included such items as 
“Rope for cliff  climbing, cheap 
straw hats, box of  dry sand. . .] $300 
estimated to cover this. The $1300. 
was estimated to be sufficient to keep, 
party from day of  landing at Panama 
till return 6 months. We think it will 
go 8 months but if  not, on return 
to Panama if  time is extended by 
reason of  successful inducements 
such as finding of  specimens and 
that the nature of  land warranted 
more time, funds for the balance will 
be sent to you, but I must impress it 
on your mind to GUARD VERY 
CAREFULLY THE FUNDS, not 
let a Dollar go except as is absolutely 
necessary. . .

YOU WILL CAREFULLY GO 
OVER THE ENTIRE GROUND 
OF EACH ISLAND Securing Birds 
at least 50 of  a kind . . .
MAMMALS a good series
LIZZARDS say 50 of  a kind in 
Alcohol
EGGS & NESTS ‘Not to the loss 
of  time’
and TORTOISE LIVE OR DEAD 
Ever specimen that you can obtain 
large and small. If  bones or parts 
they to be tied up and marked so that 
there will be no question about them.
Look for Toads and Frogs ‘supposed 
not to be found’.
IN FACT EVERY THING THAT 
WILL BE OF INTEREST”
* Spelling and punctuation preserved

Sailing for
the Galapagos
Scientific Expedition
was the first of four
Beck would make to

the Galapagos

The schooner “Academy” was 
sailed to the Galapagos in 1905Above: Rollo Beck and Ida Mezies 

Beck

Rollo Beck Parsons, left, and his brother Gibbe visited the Rollo Beck exhibit 
at the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History recently. Pacific Grove is 
only one of many museums which hold Rollo Beck collections. The speci-
mens here are mostly from the Monterey Bay.

The “crew” of the California Academy of Sciences Galapagos Expedition 
School Academy included (standing, L-R) Frederick T. Nelson, mate; Alban 
Stewart, botanist; Ernest S. King, assistant herpetologist; Rollo Beck, expedi-
tion leader,; Joseph S. hunter, ornithologist; Joseph R. Slevin, herpetologist; 
Edward W. Gifford, ornithologist; Washington H. Ochsner, geologist and con-
chologist; Francis X. Williams, entomologist. (Seated) Captain J. J. Parker, 
navigator. The photo is dated June, 1905.

Museum’s Beck collection in good company
Esteemed ornithologist collected some 65,000 birds for various museums


