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Sheriff named in suit Fun, Fast
and Free:
following son’s arrest
Miller calls for DOJ investigation
of allegations in suit

By Cameron Douglas

Send your calendar items to:

The trolley
is running
By Nick Silvestri

Monterey County Sheriff Scott Miller and undersheriff Max Houser were named
by an officer in their own narcotics unit in a civil lawsuit filed in Superior Court on
July 1. The suit focuses on alleged improper actions by Houser and Miller prior to the
arrest of Miller’s son Jacob on narcotics charges. The suit states the court may rule in
favor of the plaintiff unless the defendants, Miller and Houser, respond within 30 days.
As of Wednesday, July 6, Miller stated in a news conference that he has not yet seen or
received a copy of the lawsuit.

‘Let me repeat: All allegations that have been made
are without merit.’

-- Sherriff Scott Miller

The plaintiff in the suit is Detective Sergeant Archie Warren of the sheriff’s office.
Warren’s attorney is Christopher W. Miller of Mastagni, Holstedt & Amick Miller &
Johnsen in Sacramento.
The suit’s First Cause of Action is listed as Obstruction of Justice; Conspiracy.
There, the suit claims that Houser learned of the imminent search of the younger
kioskcedarstreettimes@gmail.com
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See MILLER Page 2

It’s fast, fun and free; Monterey-Salinas
Transit (MST) is partnering with the city of
Pacific Grove to provide free trolley service
through downtown Pacific Grove. It began
Thurs., June 30 and will run until Labor Day.
The service is funded by the City of Pacific
Grove and is designed to draw visitors to the
attractions of Pacific Grove. The MST trolley
in Pacific Grove will operate daily circulating through the city. It will depart every 45
minutes from approximately 10:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. stopping at destinations including
the Monterey Bay Aquarium, Berwick Park,
Lovers Point, Asilomar Conference Center,
The Natural History Museum and numerous
other stops throughout the downtown area for
shopping and dining. The scenic route will
include a view of the bay along Ocean View
Blvd. from Hopkins Marine Station to Asilo-

See TROLLEY Page 5
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AED + training = survival pMILLER
City partners with CHOMP to provide
life-saving defibrillators

In November, 2010 Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula began a
program to bring more automated external defibrillators (AEDs) into communities on the Monterey Peninsula, along with the education on how laypeople can use
them.
AEDs are machines which deliver an electric shock in case of cardiac arrest.
Most often, a sudden cardia
arrest is caused by an abnormal hearth rhythm and defibrillation is the treatment.
The delivers an electric
shock to the heart that stops
the abnormal rhythm and allows a normal heart rhythm
to resume.
The American Heart
association says only abut 5
percent of all sudden cardiac
arrest victims survive in
places where no AED program has been established,
while survival rates as high
as 74 percent have been
reported where there is an
AED program.
CHOMP’s Tyler Heart
Institute brought the program to Pacific Grove. “We
hope they never have to
use them, but by placing an
automated external defibrilSigns similar to this will soon become familiar to
lator onsite, businesses, govPacific Grove citizens as more and more of the
ernment and organizations
life-saving devices are placed, and people are
are making a progressive
trained to use them.
step toward saving lives,”
said Mike Barber, RN, director of the Institute.
Education is provided through CHOMP’s employer wellness effort, the Working
Well Initiative. Personalized health profiles are compiled for employees of affiliates
and include on-site nlood pressure screening, screening for cholesterol and body
mass index.
The only cost to the City is for the box. Tyler Heart Institute checks and services
the AED and the city only pays for parts. Additional AEDs will cost $1800 and staff
are searching for a grant to pay for it.
Pacific Grove is one of the first three local entities to become an affiliate, along
with CSUMB and the city of Monterey. AEDs are currently located throughout the
City: at the police department, the golf links, the fire department, the recreation
department and there is now an AED outside of City Council chambers at City Hall.
And there are six staffers trained and ready to use it.
“I can’t wait until it saves a life!” said Polly Fry. Management Analyst. She also
pleased that now there are more than one layperson who knows how to use it. Training, she said, is good for two years and then will be updated.
Participating in the training were: Polly Fry, Human Resources; Julie Uretsky,
Housing; Don Mothershead, Recreation; Lynn Burgess, Community Development;
Lisa Hernandez, Finance; and Linda Pagnella, Library.

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California
on July 16, 2010. It is published weekly at 311A Forest Ave., Pacific
Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Fri. and
is available at various locations throughout the city as well as by e-mail
subscription.
Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
News: Cameron Douglas, Marge Ann Jameson
News Intern: Nick Silvestri
Contributors: Ben Alexander • Betsy Slinkard Alexander • Guy Chaney
Jon Guthrie • Amy Coale Solis • Rhonda Farrah
Linnet Harlan • Neil Jameson • Richard Oh • Dirrick Williams
Rich Hurley (Sports)
Photography: Cameron Douglas • Skyler Lewis
• Peter Mounteer • Nate Phillips
Distribution: Kristi Portwood and Rich Hurley
Advertising: Christine Miskimon

831.324.4742 Voice
831.324.4745 Fax

editor@cedarstreettimes.com
Email subscriptions:
subscribe@cedarstreettimes.com
Calendar items to:
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Miller’s living quarters prior to the team’s arrival and informed the sheriff, who in
turn alerted his wife. This, claims the suit, compromised the officers’ security as the
arrived to serve a search warrant.
The suit further claims that afterwards, Houser engaged Warren and other officers, including one from the Seaside Police Department, for the purpose of obtaining confidential information connected to the investigation and arrest of Jacob Miller.
The suit claims Houser exceeded his authority by questioning the Seaside officer, and
violated the Public Safety Officers Procedural Bill of Rights Act in his treatment of
Warren.
Reading from a media news release at a press conference outside the Monterey
County Sheriff’s Office in Salinas on July 6, Miller said the following: “On June 28,
my 25-year-old son was arrested for narcotics violations by members of my narcotics unit. My son has been arraigned and his case is going through the criminal justice
system, as it should be. I did not participate in the investigation of my son in any
way, shape or form. I did not know of the investigation whatsoever until the moments when he was being taken into custody at his apartment. Since being advised
of the arrest I have remained away from
the investigation, I had no participation in
the investigation either before or after his
arrest, and I’ve spoken with none of the
individuals involved in his arrest—none of
the investigating officers.
“Undersheriff Max Houser is responsible for the narcotics unit, as well as managing all of our investigative units as well
as our professional standards and training units. He is a man of unquestionable
character and integrity. He was brought in
specifically to oversee the narcotics unit
and multi-gang agency task forces here in
Monterey County. These are all areas of direct responsibility of Undersheriff Houser
and remain so at the present time.
“Various allegations have been directed at the undersheriff and me since the
Sheriff Scott Miller
arrest of my son, all of which are without
merit. Let me repeat: All allegations that
have been made are without merit.
“In order to separate fact from fiction, we’ve requested the assistance of the
California Department of Justice, to conduct an investigation into various components of the investigation and the subsequent issues that have been raised in recent
days,” Miller said. “We’ve asked them to be as expeditious as possible. We all realize
time is of the essence.”
Miller said his office initiated the request for a Department of Justice investigation on July 4.
Before taking questions, Miller spoke of the lawsuit. “This lawsuit, right now as
far as I know, is a purported lawsuit. Because while you in the news media have had
the lawsuit available to you for six days, as of this moment [gives correct time and
date] I have still not received a copy of the lawsuit. I have not been served. I do not
know the status of the lawsuit. I don’t know if it’s been filed, and all I know about
the lawsuit is what I’ve read in the newspapers and heard in the media, which started
last Friday,” he said.
“So six days after it allegedly was written and somehow processed I still have
not received a copy of the lawsuit. I have received nothing,” he continued. “All I
know of the lawsuit is what I have read and heard in the media.”
Miller declined to discuss questions on the lawsuit or the arrest of his son,
although he did say, “He is an adult. He’s going through the system. He has an attorney, and any questions regarding him and his case would have to go through his
attorney.”
Miller claimed he has not spoken with any of the investigating officers involved
in Jacob’s arrest. Asked of a possible prior rift between Warren and himself, Miller
answered, “I have gotten along well with Archie Warren over the six months I have
been sheriff. I believe I have gotten along well with everyone in the sheriff’s office.”
Jacob Miller was arrested at his apartment adjacent to Sheriff Miller’s home in
Pacific Grove. The charges are possession of methamphetamine for sale, possession
of a controlled substance without a prescription, narcotics paraphernalia, packaging
and digital scales. He entered a not guilty plea in Superior Court on June 30. He is
scheduled to appear in court again on August 9 for a preliminary calendar call. If he
is scheduled to return, the date will be August 11.
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Linnet Harlan

Shelf Life

Marge Ann Jameson
Summer Reading Club

With Summer Reading Club now past its halfway point, the Club has really hit its
stride, both with activities relating to it and with the reading completed by Club participants. Remember, last year Club readers devoured approximately 250,000 pages in
approximately two months. Let’s see if this year tops last year’s record.

Lego Showcase

The Lego Showcase, held at the library Thursday afternoon, June 30, was a hit
with all 75-80 people who attended. For two hours approximately forty-five children
dug into their Legos to give LEGOLAND a run for its money.
Creations included houses, a 4-foot skyscraper, a kangaroo, a Dr. Seuss-inspired
sculpture including a nod to The Cat in The Hat, spaceships, airplanes, castles, a horse
and a candy dispenser. Judging was performed by Mayor Garcia, Police Chief Darius
Engles, Senior Recreation CoordinatorDon Mothershead, Lego Expert Matthew Shonman, and, from the library staff, Doe King and Ivete Botsford. Every entrant received a
certificate and a cupcake with a Lego on it. The current plan is for the winning entries
to be displayed in the library display cases during the month of August.

Magic Dan

Long-time P.G. favorite, Magic Dan, a magician haling from San Francisco who
has appeared at the library for nearly a decade, will be returning on Saturday, July 9,
at 2:00 p.m. at the library. Dan’s act mixes humor and audience participation to engage
everyone in the audience. “Parents like him as much as the kids,” says Senior Librarian, Lisa Maddalena.

Mask Making Workshop

There are a few slots remaining for registration in the mask-making workshop with
artist Charlsie Kelly on Wednesday, July 13, from 2:00-3:30 p.m. While most of the
Summer Reading Club activities are open to ages 2 and up, this workshop is restricted
to ages 6 and up and requires pre-registration, which can be completed at the library.
In keeping with the theme of this year’s Summer Reading Club, “One World, Many
Stories!” Ms Kelly is an artist who lives part-time in Pacific Grove and part-time in
Costa Rica. Participants make and decorate masks. Bring your imagination. Perhaps
you’ll create and decorate a mask of one of the characters in one of the stories you read
this summer.

Wonderful Donation

A big “thank you” to Cameron Douglas of Mustang Photography for donating an
iconic photo of Perkins Park in all its pink spring glory for use on the new library cards.
Stop by the library and ask to see the new cards.

Local Authors Festival

A Local Authors Festival benefiting six local libraries will be held Saturday July 23,
at the Barnyard shopping center on Saturday, July 23, from noon-4:00 p.m. Sponsored
by the Barnyard, the Monterey Herald and the Central Coast Writers, the Festival will
feature Hunter Finnel as the Master of Ceremonies as well as music and prizes. Last
year P.G. supplied more volunteers to assist in the Festival than any other town. If you
are interested in volunteering for this year’s festival, see Lisa Maddalena at the library.
Shifts are from 11:45 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. or from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

New Hours

Be sure to cast your vote at the library regarding how you want the 10 additional
hours authorized by the City Council for next year to be allocated. The library will
be open some additional hours on either Monday or Thursday and will be open some
additional hours in either the mornings or the evenings. While no one can guarantee
the outcome will be what you’d prefer, casting your vote allows you to be part of the
process. Ballots are available at the circulation desk.

Cop log
Driving Under the Influence, Arguing Under the Influence,
Sitting in the Car Under the Influence

Lawrence Phillip Reichert of Morgan Hill was pulled over for suspicion
of DUI, and it became a reality. He was over .08 percent.
Though his probation said he was not to consume alcohol, Alan Russell
Ellis of Seaside did it anyway and when he started an argument with a store
owner, in came the police. He was booked for disorderly conduct/alcohol and
possession of alcohol.
Anas Mohammad Faiz of Pacific Grove was arresed for DUI on Sunset.

No battery, just drunk

Battery was reported but when police arrived it was just Roger Rodriguez
Rubio being drunk and disorderly. He had four bench warrants for the same
thing out of Salinas. Suspect was bundled off to County jail.
A report of a suspicious vehicle resulted in Ian Daniel Walker of Santa
Cruz being arrested for DUI. He was sirring in the car with the engine running
on 14th Street.

Doesn’t add up

Three juveniles were contacted at Country Club Gate and appeared to be
under the influence of marijuana. Two ran and two were booked, but maybe
that’s because one of the ones who ran didn’t run fast enough.

Lost and Found

A wallet was lost on July second.
On Caledonia, a red leather bag with books and a wallet was lost.
A cell phone was found on Short St. The owner was located, but not by cell.
A drivers license was found on Lighthouse and turned in.

Just cleaning your car for you

Someone entered a car on Arkwright Ct., took the owner’s stuff and put
it behind the apartment complex. Everything was recovered.
A victim reported a theft from her unlocked vehicle on Evans Avenue.

Doggone Dogs

On Carmel Ave., two dogs jumped the fence and went visiting. Owner
was admonished and cited.
On Park Street, a woman was walking her dog when another dog lunged
at them from behind the fence. Her dog freaked and tripped her. She was
transported to CHOMP with cuts and abrasions.

Cat

A poor old dehydrated cat with an old wound to the eye was found in the
street on Willow,. It was transported to Cottage Veterinary Care.

Report by voice mail

A victim reported by voice mail that someone had scratched his vehicle
on Spruce Ave.

Another alarm

The alarm at Chase Bank sounded but the building was secure when officers arrived.

No alarm, just a bad check

Michelle Lynette Peevy of Hayward was arrested for trying to pass a
fraudulent check at the bank.

Vandalism or poor aim

Eggs were thrown at the front porch of a house on Grove Acre.

Definitely vandalism -- caught on film

Three juveniles were caught on film damaging the gate lock to a chain
link fence at Robert Down School.

Graffiti

Someone wrote stuff on a city building on Ocean View.

I’m not your Grammy

A smart grandma got a phone call from a guy who said he was her grandson and needed $4000. When he called her “Grammy” instead of what her
grandchildren usually call her, she hung up and called the cops.

No fishing!

A man was arrested for fishing in the Marine Reserve. We have signs for
tsunamis and dog poop, but do we have signs for no fishing? Hmmm.

This photo by Cameron Douglas now graces the Library’s new cards. If you
get one of the new ones, you’ll find it has a large version for your wallet and a
small version for your keychain. See the librarians at the front desk for more
information.

We’re read all over!
Cedar Street Times

831-324-4742
Now in Carmel, Monterey, Seaside and points beyond!
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Jon Guthrie

High Hats & Parasols
Dear Readers: Please bear in mind that historical articles such as “High Hats &
Parasols” present our history — good and bad — in the language and terminology
used at the time. The writings contained in “High Hats” are not our words. They are
quoted from Pacific Grove/Monterey publications from 100 years in the past. Our
journalistic predecessors held to the highest possible standards for their day, as do we
at Cedar Street Times. Please also note that any items listed for sale in “High Hats”
are “done deals,” and while we would all love to see those prices again, people also
worked for a dollar a day back then. Thanks for your understanding.

The News … from 1911.

The death of a czar

Various stories attend the death, allegedly by suicide, of Czar Nicholas I. One
version, told by a doctor of the Czar’s court, will be presented this weekend at the
Work Theater. As told by the good doctor, the physician was called by the Czar and
asked which poison would be the quickest and most painless. He was seeking a way
to quickly end his life. The czar added that he had resolved to commit suicide rather
than face the defeat of his royal army. The doctor objected. The Czar remonstrated
the protestations and commanded the physician to bring him a quantity of the medication under discussion. The doctor did as told and then departed. The next he heard of
Nicholas, the Czar was dead.
The musical dramatization of this report, and accompanying events of interest,
will be told in the “Romantic Demise of a Great Singer” (Nicholas fancied himself a
singer). The touring cast is among the finest that could be assembled. All who attend
will be pleased to have taken the trouble to do so. Shows commence Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30. One matinee on Sunday at 2.

Grovian an intrepid smoker

Phillip, who cares not to have his last name mentioned, has been given the worst
sort of news by his attending physician. Phillip has been an inveterate smoker since a
young boy of about nine years of age. Phillip reports – in his raspy, gasping remnants
of a voice – that he started out on dried grapevines, but soon came to favor cigarettes
of the roll-your-own variety. When a change was needed, a cigar or pipe (the latter
often hewn from a corn cob) would do nicely, thank you very much. But now, his doctor reports, all this smoking has cost Phillip the use of his lungs. And as we all know,
doing without lungs is the same as doing without life. Phillip, still in his 50s, said that
he is just glad that he will have time to arrange for the end of his time on earth. And
will he give up smoking during his last few months? Absolutely not!

County will not now call bond election

The board of supervisors for Monterey County met in special session yesterday
to finish up the undone work of the March term. The matter of raising a fund to cover
the cost of repairing storm damage to bridges, jetties, and roads was one of the principal matters of importance requiring consideration. Surveyor Lon Hare submitted an
estimate in the amount of $80,000 to make all repairs. Services to small bridges and
culverts were not included. Payment methods will be determined at the next meeting
which occurs in September, after summer break.

War declared on ground squirrels

If ground squirrels have their way, the Grove – indeed, most of Monterey County –
will be poxed with ground squirrel holes. Methods of killing, which include poisoning
and drowning by filling the holes with water, are under consideration. A suggestion to
import and distribute rattlesnakes was immediately discarded. Whatever the method
or methods, a health officer said, extermination is in order.

Japan will fight Uncle Sam

Admiral Fortier of the United States Navy made the following observation while
speaking at the Presidio of Monterey. “Japan is certain to attack America before 1915.”
The reason? “Japan cannot afford to wait until the Panama canal is open and fortified.”
Japan views the canal as being a passageway under construction for purposes of
military strength. The United States maintains that trade with China is the principal
reason for the digging. After the canal opens, America will have China as a customer
of the first order.
Fortier also noted the feelings of friendship Kaiser Wilhelm holds for the United
States. If Japan forces Germany into the dispute, Russia, France, and other nations
must inevitably be drawn into the conflict. A world-wide conflagration would then be
inevitable.

New library hours

The Carnegie Library of Pacific Grove has announced new hours for the summer
season. Each afternoon at 1:30 the library will open. Closure will be at 5:30. An evening session will be held from 7:30 until 8:30, Monday through Friday.

Notes from around the area…

The Frances Willard Lodge No. 237 of the International Order of Good Templers
has changed its meetings to every Friday evening at 8 in Scobie Hall. A cordial welcome
is extended to all who wish to attend. C. D. Todd, Commanding Templar.
The Del Monte Laundry Agencies has added wagons for improved pick up and
delivery. Got dirty drawers? No matter what needs laundering, call Main 45 for service. We’ll be there fast and have your nicely laundered clothing returned even faster.

And your bill amounts to …
•

Looking for a place to gather? Consider the Civic Hall. The club room is available for $2 per night or $4, all day. The rehearsal hall costs only 75¢ per hour.

•

St. Mary’s by the Sea plans to give a musical accompanied by refreshments in an
attempt to raise funds. Performing will be a Grovian Trio along with a variety
of soloists. Box refreshments will then be served. Tea sandwiches, cake, and a
prize are in each box. The suggested donation is 50¢ per person, which includes
both admission and the box lunch.

•

The Southern Pacific offers special summer rates from the Grove to Chicago.
Travel all the way for $33.60. Train changes required.

References: Pacific Grove Review, Monterey Daily Cypress, Del Monte Weekly,
Salinas Index, Monterey County Post, Bullions’ Grammar (1890).
Know some news or trivia from a century ago? Contact the author Jon Guthrie:
profguthrie@gmail.com.

E-MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS
The Green Way To Get Your Local News

Get the best of local news and great local photography
each Thursday, at least 12 hours before everyone else.
We’ll send you a link to the latest issue of Cedar Street
Times online. It’s free and only costs the environment
what an email costs. Read it at your leisure and you
won’t have to go out and try to find it on the newsstands.
But if picking up Cedar Street Times is your excuse
for a walk, don’t let us stop you. You can find it at
more than 100 locations across Pacific Grove, Carmel, Seaside, Monterey and Pebble Beach beginning
Thursday nights.
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13th Annual May Faire
Monterey Bay Charter
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1004 David Avenue
mbayschool.org
831-655-4638
•

Tickets 831-620-2048
•
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Illustrating Nature
PG Museum
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of work by
CSUMB Science Illustration
students
•
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Pacific Grove Community News

9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
“Problem Solving through Poetry”
Poet- in-Residence
Poetry Workshop
Dr. Barbara Mossberg
PG Public Library
$15
648-5760
LMaddale@pacificgrove.lib.ca.us

Marge

5-7 PM

Funny Girl - Page 17 Opening Reception

City, tenants tag property owner
over mold, leaks and more

10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Pet Trust Seminar
Peace of Mind Dog Rescue
700 Jewel Ave., PG
831 718-9122
•

1:30 PM
Steve Palumbi presents his book:
The Death & Life of Monterey Bay
Canterbury Woods
651 Sinex Ave. Pacific Grove
No Charge-Community
Welcome RSVP 657-4193 or
Canterburywoods-esc.org

•
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10:00 a.m. Registration
Jack LaLanne Celebrity
‘GOLFREATION’
PG Golf Links
77 Asilomar Boulevard
1-916-922-3596
www.cahperd.org/jack.html
º
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p TROLLEY From Page 1

mar State Beach. Recorded onboard narration provided by the Monterey Bay Aquarium
provides passengers with information on the city’s history and points of interest.
The Victorian-style trolley is designed to capture the look and feel of an authentic
turn-of-the-century streetcar, say planners. The 27-passenger coach boasts modern
features: wheelchair accessibility using vehicle-mounted electric lifts, and “kneeling
bus” capabilities to make boarding easier. “Smart Bus” AVL/GPS technology will
continuously track location of vehicles via satellite and trigger announcements specific
to the location of the trolley, and onboard security cameras will provide added safety
for passengers and coach operators.

Times• Page 5

YMCA offers children’s swim lessons
and open swim at PGHS
YMCA will offer summer swim lessons for children at the Pacific Grove High
School pool, 615 Sunset Avenue, Pacific Grove.
Classes are offered for children ages 4 and 5 at $74 and 6 through 12 at $60, and
will be divided according to ability. Eight lessons of 25 minute each are open.
There will be two sessions: Session #2 July 11 - July 21 and Session #3 is July
25 - August 4. Class times vary depending upon which ability class the child is in.
There will also be an Open Swim for both children and adults on Fridays from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Cost for the open swim is $3 per person. For more information call the
YMCA at 831-373-4167 ot visit their website at www.centralcoastymca.org .

Audodon Society Meeting

Back by popular demand

L-R: Councilmembers Alan Cohen, and Ken Cuneo, Mayor Carmelita Garcia,
and B.I.D. president Tom McMahon at the inaugural run of the new trolley.

Feast of Lanterns
Art Show opens at
MBEC Gallery

Monterey Audubon is once again thrilled to host the legendary Alvaro
Jaramillo for an important talk on the ecology and identification of Gulls.
Last year Al treated us to a special presentation on how to improve birding
technique. This year we’re happy to hear his exposition on the much-feared
identification challenges of the Laridae as well as the rich natural history of
this complicated family. Al studied ecology and evolution in Canada, earning a
master’s degree studying co-evolution in Argentine cowbirds. Research forays
and backpacking trips introduced Alvaro to the riches of the Neotropics, where
he has traveled extensively. His recent Birds of Chile is now the standard field
guide for that country.
His New World Blackbirds: The Icterids deals with the biology and identification of this fascinating group of birds. He has also contributed both popular
and scientific articles in various publications and wrote the icterid chapter for
The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior. Most recently Al finished co-editing
a Spanish translation of A Neotropical Companion for Birder’s Exchange. (from
fieldguides.com)
The talk will be held on Tues., July 12 at 7:30 a.m. at the Pacific Grove
Museum of Natural History.

A SUMMER
TO REMEMBER

The Royal Court has begun making visits, the lanterns are up downtown, merchants change their window
displays and Pacific Grove is getting ready to crown
another Queen Topaz. And the Art Show has opened.
This year’s Feast of Lanterns Art Competition is
being held at MBEC Gallery, 153 Fountain Avenue in
Pacific Grove. MBEC hasn’t been at that location for
very long, but one of the principals, Suzie Blodgett, was
a member of the Royal Court. MBEC has graciously offered a percentage of all sales to the Feast of Lanterns, not
just entries in the Feast of Lanterns competition, during
the month of July.
The show will hang until the day after closing ceremonies. Prizes are offered for wall-hung and sculpture
categories, and there is a special award for People’s
Choice which, of course, won’t be given until everyone
has had a chance to see the various works of art on display.
There will be an artists’ reception on Sun., July 10
from 4-8 p.m. at the gallery.

At Pacific Grove High School

SWIM LESSONS

831.373.4167

FRIDAY OPEN SWIM

Special Feast of Lanterns
exhibit at Cannery Row
Antique Mall opens July 12
The Feast of Lanterns was born as the closing ceremonies at the end of the summer Chautauqua program
in Pacific Grove. The Chautauqua movement fostered the
first book groups and the first inexpensive adult education
in the United States – Teddy Roosevelt called the Chautauqua movement “the most American thing about America.”
“Vincent Circles” were created from the Chautauqua
movement as a way to discuss the scientific, cultural and
literary ideas of the day. These groups were mostly held
at member’s homes much like the book groups of today.
During this Feast of Lanterns month, local adult
education art teacher and Pacific Grove memorabilia
collector Jane Flury will host an exhibit of rare Pacific
Grove memorabilia at the Cannery Row Antique Mall,
The exhibit will include Feast of Lanterns memorabilia,
rare photos of Pacific Grove’s Chinatown and a rare log
book of a Pacific Grove Vincent Circle.
An exhibit reception will be held at the Cannery Row
Antique Mall Sunday, July 24 from 2-4 p.m. The exhibit
will run from July 12 through August 12. The mall is
located at 471 Wave St., Monterey. Mall hours are 10-5
everyday. For more information contact Jane at 402-5367
or the mall at 655-0264

SBA Lending
Commercial Lending
Merchant Credit Card Services
Comprehensive Business Banking
#1

SBA Lender in
Monterey County

New!!
$5,000,000
SBA Loan Limit

CALL TODAY!

Monterey 649-4600  Salinas 422-4600
Carmel Rancho 625-4300
Pacific Grove 655-4300
Carmel-by-the-Sea 626-6999
Member F.D.I.C.  SBA Preferred Lender
Equal Housing Lender

Charles T. Chrietzberg, Jr.
Your Local “Pro” Banker

Page 6 • CEDAR STREET

Times • July 1, 2011

Pacific Grove

Sports
Summer swimming now open Ben Alexander
at Lovers Point
Golf Tips
Runs through August 6

The Recreation Department has just announced that recreational swim will open
Fri., July 1 at Lovers Point pool. Swimming is open to children 1-8 years of age; children under 6 years of age must be accompanied by a paying adult. Children older than
8 are welcome with permission of the lifeguard on duty.
Hours are Mon.-Sat., noon to 4:00 p.m. Cost is $2 per person and can be paid daily
at the pool. Access is ADA compliant and there will be a lifeguard on duty.
A Swim Card is also available for families or groups who swim frequently. The
card is good for 50 swims at the Lovers Point Pool during recreational swim hours,
and must be used by Aug. 6. For Pacific Grove residents, the cost is $50. Non-residents
are $65. The Swim Cards are available only at City Hall (they’re not available at the
pool) at 300 Forest Avenue.

Club fitting

FRIDAY IS KIWANIS KICK-OFF DAY
In thanks for help over the years from Bob Blade, opening day Friday, July 1 has
been declared Kiwanis Kick-Off Day and admission will be half-price, or $1.
For more information, call Don Mothershead at the Recreation Department at City
Hall, 831-648-3130.

Call Christine
831-324-4742
to place your ad

F.Y.I.
For Your Information. . .

Ben Alexander PGA
PGA Teaching Professional,
Pacific Grove Golf Links,
Poppy Hills Golf Course
PGA Teacher Of The Year,
No Cal PGA
831-277-9001
www.benalexandergolf.com

JR Rouse presents:

Pacific Grove
Financial Group
Jon Pariser

Junior Golf Camp at PG
opens July 11

702-A Forest Ave., Pacific Grove
Securities offered through LPL Financial

Bus. 831-333-0369 • Cell 831-236-6863
Fax 831-649-1706
Email jon.pariser@lpl.com
CA Ins. Lic. OC22305

Sales and
Property Management
still only 5%

Understanding
the
Vibrant People
Monterey
Peninsula
FLEXIBLE
Real Estate
Marketplace
Plans.

Tony SanFilippo, joined in 2007

623 Lighthouse Ave., in PG
831-655-4708
EricLMarsh@aol.com

Meet a community of wonderfully vibrant residents and see why our Life Care

Join us
14th
at 5:00 PM
mostThursday,
complete senior living July
community,
please call 657.4193.

By The Sea
24 Hour Mobile Service

and affordable contract options offer financial advantages that make living here

Antique locks • Lock-outs • Safe Repair
Keys • Commercial/residential re-keying

Reservations: 657-4193 or craj@jtm-esc.org

831.620.0611

postcard perfect. For more information or a personal tour at Monterey Peninsula’s

Your place nestled on the coast.

Hair Replacement
& Educational Center
230 Grand Avenue
Pacific Grove
831.920.7185
www.boomeranghairstudio.com

Most of us go to the PGA Professional
and seek advice how to play this wonderful
game of golf better. I always do a short interview with the player asking a few simple
questions of their golfing back round and
usually I conclude that most players have
never been thru a club fitting.
Let me share with you right now, club
fitting is not an option, IT’S MANDATORY to play better golf. PGA Tour and PGA
Club Professionals have all been through a
fitting to fit their own set to their golf game.
Yes, it’s very important to have good swing
from lessons but if the set of clubs is not fit
to you it will affect the shots. Call me and
we can set up a club fitting for you. It’s only
a small cost but its an investment that will
last you a lifetime of golf.
I was just in Southern California on
some golf business with the LPGA Tour
Professional with whom I teach and we
went over to the club fitting facility with all
of the tools to fit clubs. After a short time
we discovered I had the WRONG shaft in
my driver which wasn’t allowing my driver
to perform the best for me. I would hook
the ball with my own driver if I missed the
shot. We changed shafts and the difference
was truly life-changing for me. I added 25
yards with my driver and the shots were
much straighter.
Remember, if it can happen to me
having the wrong set up for my equipment
it can happen to you. Get a club fitting.

canterburywoods-esc.org

651 Sinex Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

651 Sinex Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950
EPCW577-01CD 083110

EPCW577-01
CD 083110
A fully accredited, non-denominational,
not-for-profit
community owned and operated

A fully accredited,bynon-denominational,
not-for-profit
community
owned and operated
Episcopal Senior Communities
Lic. No. 270708224
COA #89
by Episcopal Senior Communities • Lic. No. 270708224 COA #89

The Pacific Grove Golf Links has just
released the schedule for its annual summer Junior Golf Camp Series. The three
day camps will take place at the historic
Pacific Grove Golf Links Monday through
Wednesday from 10am to noon July 11-13
and August 1-3.
"Having the opportunity to be introduced to or improve at the game of golf in
a low pressure atmosphere is important"
commented Head PGA Professional Joe
Riekena. "We want our kids to learn the
game, but have fun while they are doing
it. The game is so much more than just
swing and grip, they are learning about
life as well."
The camps are open to children of
all ages and abilities and instruction is
focused on their level of knowledge. While
the basics such as the full swing, grip and
stance are covered, time is also spent on
learning about the clubs themselves, course
etiquette and the rules of golf. The cost is
40.00 per session.
"As a publically owned course we
have a responsibility to our community,"
continued Riekena. "If we can teach the
game and have even a few of our students
continue playing, we have given them a
great physical and social activity to last
a lifetime."
For more information or to sign your
child up for one of the Junior Camp sessions, contact the Pacific Grove Golf Links
Golf Shop at 831.648.5775 or log onto
www.pggolflinks.com
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Hometown 4th of July
Celebrating in a smalltown way

(L-R) John Adams (Mitch Davis), Ben
Franklin (Ron Cohen) and Thomas
Jefferson (Keith Decker) denounce
King George III with a reading of the
Declaration of Independence.
Members of the Armed Forces Color
Guard present their flags.
PG City Council member Robert Huitt
emcees the celebration.
Tanner Gray sings the national anthem.
Dr. Richard Kazarin takes the crowd
back to 1776 with a rousing speech.
Members of the Pacific Grove Riptide
greet the audience as councilmember
Huitt does a lively two-step.
The 2011 Feast of Lanterns Royal
Court (L-R): Courtney Lyon; Katie Ohsiek; Allison Naylor; Lindsey Morgan
Guitarist Chris Stine and singer Kate
Daniel perform with the band “Firefly.”

Photos by
Cameron
Douglas
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Events and more

Up and Coming
Youth Art Workshops at PG Art Center
Ages 8-14

Five Sessions: Monday-Fri., 2:30-5:30 p.m., $100 per Session.
Dates

Theme

July 11-July 15
July 18-July 22
July 25-July 29

Animals
Aquatics
Feast of Lanterns

For young artists open to exploring their creativity in a supportive environment. We’ll
do T-shirts, papier mache, beading, clay, and, of course, drawing and painting.
Sign up ASAP before classes fill up. Limited scholarships available.
Contact teacher, Julie Heilman, at 917-0009 for further information.

Annual ‘Tiny Treasures’ raffle is on
Pacifc Grove Art Center’s
annual fundraiser, Tiny Treasures,
is on now. 130 miniature original works of art by some of the
leading artists on the penninsula
will be raffled with a drawing on
July 13 at 5:30 p.m. (need not
be present to win). “Since there
will be 130 separate drawings,
your chances of winning an
original framed piece of art for
a $5 raffle ticket are good,” said
Jaqui Hope, director of the PG art
Center. Tickets are on sale now
for $5.00 each or 10 for $40.00
through 5p.m. on July 13 at the
Art Center, 568 Lighthouse Ave.,
Pacific Grove, open noon-5:00
p.m., Wednesdays through Sat.s
and 1:00-4:00 p.m. Sun.s.This
fundraiser provides support for
afterschool and summer art workshops for kids, art education for
adults, and exhibits and events for
the entire community.

Classes at the
PG Art Center
Beginning Watercolor Class with Jane Flury 9a.m.-12p.m. Thursdays at Vista
Lobos, Carmel. This is an overview class using the limited palette method and
will cover the basics of watercolor. Class will work from still life. All skill levels
welcome. 10 week session $50. Next session starts June 23, 2011. Pre-register
through Carmel Adult School 624-1714
Outdoor Painting with Jane Flury- ongoing, 10a.m.-1p.m. Sat.s. Class meets
at various locations around the Monterey Peninsula. All media and skill levels
welcome. Lots of instruction available. $20 drop-in fee. For more information
or location schedule call 402-5367 or e-mail: artnants@aol.com

Art Walk set for Fri., July 22

Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce will host the next Wine, Art & Music Walk
on Fri., July 22, from 6:00-9:00 pm. in downtown Pacific Grove. Participating venues
include Barry Marshall Art Gallery – 213 Grand Avenue; Monterey Bay Educational
Center and Gallery – 153 Fountain Avenue; Strouse and Strouse Studio Gallery – 178
Grand Avenue; Sprout Boutique – 210 ½ Forest Avenue; Glenn Gobel Custom Frames
– 562 Lighthouse Avenue; Sun Studios - 208 Forest Avenue; Tessuti Zoo - 171 Forest
Avenue; and Artisana Gallery – 309-A Forest Avenue.
The Pacific Grove Art Center will open from 7:00-9:00 p.m. with the opening of
a new show.
The event is complimentary and open to the public. Art Walk maps are available at any of the above locations or the Chamber. For more information, contact the
Chamber at (831) 373-3304.

NOW SHOWING at PG Art Center
Through July 14th, 2011

“Tiny Treasures,”
PGAC’s annual fundraiser show of miniature works.
“Flight,”
Monterey Peninsula Art Foundation’s
annual all member show.
“Flowers I Have Known,”
The photography of Michael Stansbury.
“The Landscape Illuminated,”
Oils on canvas by Robert Lewis.
“Riotous Characters,” Silk fiber Art by Joanne Keane
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Monterey Peninsula Republican Women Federated Luncheon

The luncheon meeting of the Monterey Peninsula Republican Women Federated club will be held
on Thurs., July 14 at Rancho Canada Golf Club, 4860 Carmel Valley Rd. The speaker will be Celeste
Tabriz-Freedman. Tabriz-Freedman is the Vice-Chair of the Santa Cruz County Republican Executive
Committee. She was a driving force behind the formation of Pajaro Valley Republicans, which covers
parts of North Monterey County as well as Santa Cruz County.
Tabriz-Freedman will discuss her book, Shame on Me, which explores the assumption by many,
blacks included, that black people are inherently liberal.
Social time is at 11:30 and the luncheon starts at noon. Cost will be $22 per member and their guests,
$25 for non-members. RSVP before Mon., July 11: Call Diane at 645-9309 to RSVP or email her at
dllcare@sbcglobal.net

Campaign for referendum on bus station

LandWatch and Fort Ord Rec Users are spearheading a campaign to get a referendum on the ballot
for a direct vote by the electorate to overturn the Monterey County Supervisors’ decision to approve the
MST/Whispering Oaks development at Fort Ord. Supporters of the referendum say the project would
remove some 3,400 to 4,400 oak trees, and they say that alternative sites exist. All eight Citizens for
Sustainable Monterey County (CSMC)’s local action groups, including Sustainable Pacific Grove,
support the campaign, and are asking for volunteers to circulate a petition to get the referendum on the
ballot. For more information on this issue and its importance visit http://www.sustainablemontereycounty.
org/whispering-oaks.html.

Kurt Heisig Music

Now showing at
ARTISANA GALLERY

309A Forest Avenue Pacific Grove

Natural Splendor
of the Central Coast

LessONs

Sax, Trumpet, Clarinet, Etc.

featuring the photography of
Adrianne Jonson,
Greg Magee,
Marcia Stearns
and new Big Sur Jade Sculpture
by Don Wobber.

831-920-1883
512 Polk St.
Monterey

“Natural Splendor” open through July 15.

MPRPD classes this week

The art and poetry of flowers, watercolor painting, a look into
Monterey history and classes in organic gardening are all on tap as
the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District (mprpd.org) continues
with a wide selection of summer activities.
Details are below. For full information on all summer programs
offered by The Park District, please see the Let’s Go Outdoors! Adventure Activities guide or go on-line at mprpd.org.

The Language of Flowers

Behold the magic of a flower opening its eyes for the first time.
Get up close to see and respond to the new life sprouting beneath our
feet in this flower walk, writing and art workshop. Can you write
a flower? Can you draw its colorful scent? Discover the poet and
artist within.
Ages 7-adult, children 13 and younger must be accompanied
by paid adult, Saturday, 9, 11 AM-2 PM, Jacks Peak County Park,
25020 Jacks Peak Park Road, Monterey, $15 (district resident), $17
(non-district resident). Instructor: Patrice Vecchione.

Boundless Watercolor Painting

Capture the essence of watercolor landscapes in this unique,
interactive watercolor class. Develop color blending and brush
stroke techniques as you compose sketches of plants, landscapes
and nature. Your creativity and imagination are limitless in this
encouraging setting.
Ages 16-adult, Sunday, July 10, 12:30 PM-3:30 PM, Garland
Ranch Regional Park Museum, 700 W. Carmel Valley Road, $20
(district resident), $22 (non- district resident) per class, plus $5
materials fee. Instructor: Marino Lofink.

Lifestyles of Monterey’s Past

Journey into the cultural roots and rich heritage of Monterey as
you enter its historic and secret gardens. This walking tour peeks
into the lives of the city’s early ruling families and explores their
influence on present-day Monterey. Enjoy stories steeped in cultural
history from a renowned local historian. (Supplements 4th grade
California history curriculum.)
Ages 9-adult, children 12 and under must be accompanied by a
paid adult, Sunday, 10, 2 PM-4 PM, downtown Monterey (see mprpd.
org for details), $10 (district resident), $11 (non-district resident).
Instructor: Monica Hudson.

Organic Summer Gardening

54th ANNUAL ST. MARY’S

Come find a taste of sunshine in beautiful Carmel Valley! Reap
the bounty of corn, tomatoes, beans, squash, raspberries, sunflowers or zinnias. Tend a crop of Peruvian quinoa and experiment with
companion planting and permaculture techniques, composting, soil
preparation, seeding, growing and harvesting. Identify and observe
beneficial insects too.
Ages 5-adult, children 12 and under must be accompanied by
adult. Tuesdays and Thursdays, July 12, July 14, July 19 and July
21, 10 AM-12 noon, each day. Tularcitos School Garden, 35 Ford
Road, Carmel Valley, $12 (district resident), $14 (non-district ) per
class. Instructor: Margot Grych.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
SHOW & SALE
ON THE MONTEREY PENINSULA
Friday, July 8 - 10 am to 5 pm
Saturday, July 9 - 10 am to 5 pm
Sunday, July 10 - 11 am to 4 pm
2011
Donation $6.00 - Good for All 3 Days
Daily Luncheon, $8.00
Snack Bar Open Daily
Silent Auction

Pre-registration is strongly suggested for all classes and programs offered by the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District
(MPRPD). Register online at www.mprpd.org or in-person between
11 AM–1 PM, Tuesday-Friday at the MPRPD office, 60 Garden
Court, Suite 325, Monterey (check, money order, Visa or MasterCard
or Discover accepted). If space is available, there is an additional
charge of $5 to register the day of the class. On-site registration begins
20 minutes prior to the start of the class. All check-in and registration
closes 5 minutes before the class begins. Contact is Joseph Narvaez,
at 372-3196, ext. 3.

ST. MARY’S BY-THE-SEA
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Corner of 12th & Central Avenue
Pacific Grove, California

831.373.4441

You are invited…
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o share a spectacular lunch and learn more about retirement living at Forest Hill Manor from
Resident-Hosts. With so many choices in senior housing and services today, it can be difficult to
make an informed decision. What better way to get straight-from-the-shoulder answers than to talk
with residents who may have had similar experiences. You’ll enjoy finding out first-hand what makes
this Continuing Care Retirement Community number one on the Monterey Peninsula.

It’s Your Choice: Wednesday, July 13 or Thursday, July 21 at 12:30 p.m.
k Learn about the many advantages Residents
find in living at Forest Hill Manor.
Ask them what was the most important factor
in making the decision.
k Learn about the benefits of Continuing Care.
You and your family will appreciate the peace
of mind with lifetime access to assisted living
or skilled nursing care when and if you need it.

551 Gibson Avenue
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
(831) 657-5200 Toll Free (866) 657-4900
www.foresthillmanor.org
A continuing care retirement community
of California-Nevada Methodist Homes
RCFE lic # 270700245 COA #050

FHM_CT_L&L0711.indd 1

k Learn more about the estate-enhancing options
in Entrance Fees (and NO second person Fees).
You’ll be delighted to know that there is no
upper age limit!

SPACE
IS LIMITED
Reservations
Required

k Learn more about the stateof-the-art Medicare Certified
Skilled Nursing Center.
You’ll find how grateful your kids
are knowing that you will have health care
if and when you need it without moving.

k Learn how comforting it is to simplify your life
with maintenance-free living.
Find out the special incentives that lead to the
question, “Why Not Now?”

While you’re here, you may also tour the community and see the wonderful selection of apartments
(many with breathtaking views), the amenities, and life-enriching services. Most of all, you’ll sense the
friendly, welcoming feeling of being home.

RSVP: (831) 657-5200 or toll free (866) 657-4900 before July 11.
6/28/11 6:11 PM
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New You

Health and Well-Being

Where has all the anger gone?

Where has all the anger gone?
For the last month, I have been asking myself, what should the topic be in
this article? My first thought was anger. I
thought I would write not about how bad
it is, but rather what ever happen to it? It
seems more and more that anger has got
a bad rap from what I call an over sensitive, super passive, spoiled brat society of
entitlement. Nowadays if you raise your
voice, flail your arms, or even pass a stern
look, you can bet your bottom dollar there
will be some self-righteous do-gooder
ready to call the police, suggest an anger
management course, offer a recommendation to visit their therapist, or cast you as a
criminal personality like Jeffery Dahmer
or Ted Kaczynski.
I am not advocating that we amend
our Constitution to include vigilantism or
right-to-revenge, however, we must keep
in mind that anger is a natural, normal
emotion. I know anger mis-managed can
be an awful thing, I think mis-managed
anger is just as bad as suppressed (which
would be the same as mismanaged) or
micro-managed anger. Anger is a good
sign that something is wrong (and not
always with them, him, her, or it).
In those days when I grew up, people
got mad, angry, ticked off, P.O’d, and a
whole bunch of other things whenever
lines were crossed and boundaries abused
or ignored, and it was O-K. Not too long
ago people use to get angry and when they
did, they did something change what was
wrong. I wonder, is the world so perfect
that there is nothing wrong with the way
things are, or are have we become so
conditioned as to believe that we can’t get
angry and pitch a fit. It seems as goes the
right to enjoy the emotion of anger, so goes
activism, certain rights, and the power and
voice of the individual. I was discussing
this issue of how we have quarantined anger and what some of the possible effects
may be, a very dear friend said; “Accountability and responsibility are vanishing
commodities.” From a generational standpoint, I find this to be somewhat true, and

surround-sound or CDs, no cell phones,
no personal computers, no Internet and
no chat rooms. WE HAD FRIENDS
and we went outside and found them!
We fell out of trees, got cut, broke bones
and teeth, and there were no lawsuits
from those accidents. We would get
spankings with wooden spoons, switches,
ping-pong paddles, or just a bare hand
or a “ling kock”, and no one would
call child services to report abuse. We
ate worms, mud pies made from dirt,
and he worms did not live in us forever.
We were given BB guns for our 10th
birthdays, made up games with sticks and
tennis balls, and – although we were told
it would happen --- we did not put out very
many eyes. We rode bikes or walked to a
friend’s house and knocked on the door or
rang the bell, or just walked in and talked
to them.
Little League had tryouts and not everyone made the team. Those who didn’t
had to learn to deal with disappointment.
Imagine that!!
The idea of a parent bailing us out if
we broke the law was unheard of. They
actually sided with the law!
These generations have produced
some of the best risk-takers, problem
solvers, and inventors ever. The past 50
to 85 years have seen an explosion of innovation and new ideas. We had freedom,
failure, success, and responsibility, and we
learned how to deal with it all. If YOU are
one of those born between 1925-1970,
CONGRATULATIONS!”
Well, this does not address the issue
of anger, but it does fit, don’t you think?
Whether we look to the past, present, or future, I think each of us can find something
to be a little angry about. The question is
not if we become angry - or if we are angry.
The question is, do we have the character
and fortitude to do something with that
anger that will make a difference.

Dirrick Williams

Principle Living
I wonder if this is because we’ve lost our
perspective about anger.
After hearing what my friend had
to say, I prayed, read more, and talk to
others in an attempt to find some way, if
there were a way, to tie our passive social
position to the decline - or the vanishing
of the commodities of accountability and
responsibility. Just as I was getting started
on this quest, two things came across my
desk. The first were a couple of Bible
verses which read, “In your anger do not
sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you
are still angry, and do not give the devil
a foothold - Eph. 4:26-27.” Clearly, this
does not mean that anger is a bad thing;
however, while angry we can or may do
bad things. We treat anger like it itself is
sin when it is not. Sin is action (in thought
or deed) that prevents us from living to our
greatest potential whether we are angry
or not! So why are we so opposed to and
freaked out about anger? Why are we so
scared? Why are we living in fear? When
did anger become the scapegoat for what
we do “while in” our anger? And when we
will become angry enough to do something
about it?
The second thing that came across my
desk was an email that I have included for
your reading pleasure. I don’t think its that
far off. Matter of fact, I think it explains
a great deal.
““TO ALL THE KIDS WHO SURVIVED THE 1930s, ‘40s, ‘50s, ‘60s and
‘70s!”
First, we survived being born to mothers
who may have smoked and/or drank
while they were pregnant. They took as-

pirin, ate blue cheese dressing, tuna from
a can, and didn’t get tested for diabetes.
Then, after that trauma, we were put
to sleep on our tummies in baby cribs
covered with bright colored lead-based
paints.
We had no childproof lids on medicine
bottles, locks on doors or cabinets, and,
when we rode our bikes, we had baseball
caps, not helmets, on our heads. As
infants and children, we would ride in
cars with no car seats, no booster seats,
no seat belts, no air bags, bald tires and
sometimes no brakes. Riding in the back
of a pick- up truck on a warm day was
always a special treat. We drank water
from the garden hose and not from a
bottle.
We shared one soft drink with four
friends, from one bottle, and no one actually died from this. We ate cupcakes, white
bread, real butter, and bacon. We drank
Kool-Aid made with real white sugar, and
we weren’t overweight. WHY? Because we
were always outside playing...that’s why!
We would leave home in the morning
and play all day, as long as we were back
when the streetlights came on. No one was
able to reach us all day -- And, we were
OKAY. We would spend hours building
our go-carts out of scraps and then ride
them down the hill, only to find out we
forgot the brakes.. After running into the
bushes a few times, we learned to solve
the problem.
We did not have Play Stations,
Nintendo™s and X-boxes. There were
Pray and meditate daily… it makes
no video games, no 150 channels on a difference
cable, no video movies or DVDs, no

Transform your negative beliefs. . .
transform your life.
Rabia Erduman, CHT, CMP, RPP, CST
Author of Veils of Separation

831-277-9029
www.wuweiwu.com

Transpersonal Hypnotherapy • Reiki
Craniosacral Therapy • Polarity Therapy
Nervous System Healing • Trauma Release
CDs: Chakra Meditation, Relaxation, Meditation, Inner Guides
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Hot and Sour soup: Just the thing for a foggy day
This time of year in particular, when
the merchants put lanterns in their windows and the trees are hung with lights
and lanterns, I think of my travels to China
and how the cities look at night. With the
summer heat and mugginess, the streets
are packed with people at night when it
gets a little cooler. Shops bustle, people
gather on street corners and in cafes just
like any other city.
Not an issue in foggy Pacific Grove,
is it?
On one trip in particular, we were
about a week into a tour and were in Xian,
home of the terra cotta warriors. We’d
eaten so much oily, overcooked Chinese
food that we were about to pass out from
the thought of one more meal like that.
I cornered our guide and told him that
if he didn’t get us some fresh food that we
could actually crunch, we were going to
leave him down in that hole in the ground
with those mean-looking statues and go
foraging on our own -- not something

Neil Jameson

The Retired
Firehouse Cook
China wants, a bunch of angry Americans
thrashing around in their fields.
Surprise, surprise, he found us a Mongolian barbecue where we could choose
all the wonderful greens we liked and eat
them like a salad -- something the guidebooks say never to do -- instead of having
them stir fried. A little garlic sauce and we
were happy. And not one of us got sick.
The guide was redeemed and we
resumed our trip. I’m always reminded
of that incident when I see stories on TV
about the terra cotta warriors or when I
pass a Mongolian barbecue restaurant.

PS, there are a couple in San Jose though
I don’t know of one on the Monterey
Peninsula.
On to the recipe. You all know how
I like crock pot cooking if you’ve been
reading my columns for any length of time.
This recipe is dirt simple, as are most crock
pot recipes, and is just the thing for taking
in your thermos to watch the pageant on
the pier, knowing -- as the tourists don’t
-- that it’s gonna get chilly out there before
Queen Topaz gets her crown.
See you at Feast of Lanterns.

Mongolian Fire Oil (I got it in Ben
Lomond) may account for the expressions on these terra cotta warriors’
faces

Crock Pot Hot & Sour Soup
1 cup cubed firm tofu
2 cups chicken broth
2 cups water
1 package of sliced mushrooms
1 can bamboo shoots
1 can sliced water chestnuts
2 tablespoons soy sauce (La Choy is
gluten-free)
1 teaspoon sesame oil
3 Tbsp. rice wine vinegar
1/4 to 1/2 tsp. red pepper flakes
green onion for garnish
If you really like it spicy, experiment
with Mongolian fire oil in place of the
sesame oil.
The Direction
Combine everything in your slow
cooker. Use a 3 or 4 quart crock pot.
Cook on low for 7-9 hours or high 4-5
hours. Taste. If you need more of the sour
flavor, add more rice wine vinegar. If you
need more of the hot flavor, add more red
pepper flakes. Garnish with sliced green
onion.
Make up some plain white rice to
cleanse the palate, they say, but it’s really
to put on some of the fire.

Central Presbyterian Church of Pacific Grove
325 Central Avenue, 831-375-7207
Chabad of Monterey
2707 David Avenue, Pacific Grove, 831-643-2770
Christian Church Disciples of Christ of Pacific Grove
442 Central Avenue, 831-372-0363
Church of Christ
176 Central Avenue, 831-375-3741
Community Baptist Church
Monterey & Pine Avenues, 831-375-4311
First Baptist Church of Pacific Grove
246 Laurel Avenue, 831-373-0741
First Church of God
1023 David Avenue, 831-372-5005
First United Methodist Church of Pacific Grove
915 Sunset @ 17-Mile Dr., Pacific Grove - (831) 372-5875
Worship: Sun.s @ 10:00 a.m.
Jehovah’s Witnesses of Pacific Grove
1100 Sunset Drive, 831-375-2138

Give your family one last gift ....

Lighthouse Fellowship of Pacific Grove
804 Redwood Lane, 831-333-0636
Mayflower Presbyterian Church
141 14th Street, 831-373-4705
Pacific Coast Church
522 Central Avenue, 831-372-1942
Peninsula Christian Center
520 Pine Avenue, 831-373-0431
Peninsula Baptist Church
1116 Funston Avenue, 831-647
St. Angela Merici Catholic Church
146 8th Street, 831-655-4160
St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
Central Avenue & 12th Street, 831-373-4441
Seventh-Day Adventist Church of the Monterey Peninsula
375 Lighthouse Avenue, 831-372-7818

Established in the late 1890s, beautiful El Carmelo Cemetery
in Pacific Grove has just opened a new section. With its
spectacular ocean views from almost any point on the grounds
and peaceful surroundings, El Carmelo has always been
regarded as an ideal final resting place.
Special pricing for Pacific Grove residents.
Please contact El Carmelo Cemetery Office,
located in City Hall, for more information.

831.648.3172
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
www.ci.pg.ca.us/cemetery
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Your achievements

Peeps
20 years of Tap Bananas: On with the show
This year marks the twentieth year that Tap Bananas have been practicing to
bring their volunteer performances out to community events around the Monterey
Peninsula.
As their story goes, in 1991 Carol Tefertiller organized a senior excursion for
the Monterey Senior Center in 1991. That particular event happened to be a cruise to
Mexico. One of the activities on board, of all things, happened to be a Tap class.
Stars were born in the eyes of the traveling ladies. Tefertiller said “June Kostik
loved it and suggested we start a club when we returned home.”
Evidence of the joy they have brought is reflected in the trail of smiling faces
they have left in their wake.
Currently, Pacific Grove’s Lois LeBlanc brings fresh choreography continuously
to the troop. Diligently twice weekly the Tap Bananas show up to learn routines at
the Monterey Schooltz Center.
The Tap Bananas now boast nearly twenty members which has varied thorough
the years. They plan to be performing again this year at the fair grounds and their
familiar favorite retirement centers.
Long-standing member, Carol Marquart, has written this endearing rhyme in
honor of this landmark and to the generous stewardship, time and devotion Lois
Leblanc has religiously invested in maintaining the lasting integrity of the club.

A POEM TO OUR TAP TEACHER,
LOIS LEBLANC
By Carol Marquart
I started out at 63
which is kind of late for a tap dancer, see.
The first thing that I learned
was shuffle step ball change,
And then the triple
which felt mighty strange.
I did the shim sham with grace and style,
But the shuffle step brush up shuffle step toe took
me a while
And with the Shuffle off to Buffalo,
the learning curve was rather slow.
The high kicks never felt just right,
Because my muscles were way too tight.
Sometimes it’s very hard, I think
to get your legs and arms in sync.
The Grapevine is also very sharp,
But I can’t always keep my legs apart.
The Time Step is really hard, I find,
Because I usually kick the next in line.
The Jazz Step is nice and the Basketball Turn
Those are the two that are easiest to learn,
I like the Cha Cha and the Parade Step too
Those aren’t really hard to do.

Joan Skillman kicking up her heels to “Mame”

Our teacher, Lois, is nice to us,
She doesn’t bark or scream or cuss,
Her choreography steps and strong and clean,
But she keeps adding numbers to our routine.
So the Tap Bananas are waiting in back,
With lots of custumes on the rack,
They’ve changed their duds and are ready to go,
So I’ll stop talking and let’s go on with the show!

What have you been up to?
Weddings, birthdays, promotions. . .

(R-L) “Anything Goes” Carol Marquart, Judi Hemphill, Bill Hogerheiden, Beryl
Czuleger, Rose Terrowski Katie Shain, Joan Blackwell and Lois LeBlanc,
choreographer for the company

Have your peeps email our peeps!
We’ll get you into print.
editor@ cedarstreettimes.com
831-324-4742
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Your achievements

Peeps

Our New Hometown

Photos
courtesy
Melanie
Rogers

Top: Melanie Rogers, left, and her mom: Melanie rented an
entire B&B and brought her whole family to invade Pacific
Grove with bicycles and karaoke.

Birthday party brings
PG denizen’s family to town
By Melanie Rogers
I wanted to share a story that speaks
to the one thing that Pagrovians pride
themselves on most, a sense of family.
I recently hosted a party in our beloved
town and invited my family to come and
enjoy it. I am the only member of my
family that has ever lived in Monterey
County (I’ve been here for over 23 years)
much less in Pacific Grove. I’ve told
them what a great town it is, but it was
time they experienced it for themselves.
The planning began a year ago in
June. The event would be my 50th birthday party and weekend “retreat.” I was
the last of the five “kids” in my family to
turn this ripe young age and I wanted to
start my “golden years” with a bang.
The first difficult decision was to
choose a venue, of course it would have
to be in PG. My partner, Jan, and I own a
house here, but our quaint little “cottage” is only 530 square feet and that just
wasn’t going to be enough space for the
family to gather. Our goal was for the
family to really experience PG and for
them to (hopefully) love it as much as
we do. So we searched for a B&B that
would work, and after looking at several
options, we realized that we needed to

narrow it down to a place that allowed
kids (who knew that kids aren’t always
welcome at B&Bs? Not me!).
When we arrived at The Inn at 213
17 Mile Drive, we knew we had located
something special. When we met the
Inn Keeper, Jas, with his Scottish charm
and mouth-watering descriptions of
what the food would be like, we knew
we had found the right place (having a
deer in the yard at the time didn’t hurt).
I made reservations on the spot (a year
in advance) and decided to just book
the entire Inn. After all, there would be
no quiet and/or romantic evenings for
anyone else while my family was there,
so it was only right. The rooms were
beautiful and those that weren’t reserved
for “blood” family were filled with old
friends who were considered family
(most have known my family for well
over 20 years). The head count totaled
28 adults, five kids and two dogs. The
ages would range from “barely born”
(my grand-niece who was born in early
June) to my “well seasoned” mother
(don’t you DARE call her “elderly”).
There would be four generations of my
family converging onto PG, it would be
absolutely glorious!
Fast forward a year, the RSVPs had
been received and the menu set, all that
was left was for the family to arrive. On

Friday, June 24th (my actual birthday),
the family began to trickle in. They
drove in from Napa, Sacramento, Mariposa and the SF bay area. The Inn let
me set up a barbeque outside on Friday
afternoon so my weary travelers could
just come in and relax. The family took
over the place (in their usual fashion)
and the volume at the Inn rose to levels
it probably hasn’t heard in recent years.
The “volume” included story telling,
laughing and singing, but to my surprise
it didn’t prompt a visit from PGPD’s finest. I know our karaoke singing wasn’t
that good but I’d like to think it was a
happy noise and the neighbors were too
busy laughing at us to be angry.
On Saturday, there were a few
“group” activities planned but we really
just wanted the family to enjoy PG, so
everything was optional. I guided a bike
tour of the south end and made sure to
talk about the butterfly sanctuary, the
golf course, the lighthouse and the John
Denver memorial. I guided a second
bike tour of the north end, showing off
the recreation trail, the harbor seals at
Hopkins Marine Station and the new
visitors’ center. Many folks walked
downtown to check out the shops and
some took advantage of our guest passes
to the Aquarium. Come the evening, we
had a delectable salmon dinner (prepared

by Jas) and of course, birthday cake and
singing (Ed, you were the best!).
Then, it was time for the test. We
had alluded to the possibility of a Pacific
Grove quiz prior to the family’s arrival
so our guests were also tasked with
gathering information (if not subliminally) as they enjoyed their stay. There
were 20 questions and prizes to be had
for the correct (or even close) answers.
These prizes included PG trinkets such
as key rings, bottle openers, magnets,
etc. [Note: Someone needs to get in the
PG trinket business, the choices were
pretty slim!] Rest assured, our guests left
PG with a lot more knowledge about our
town than they came with, whether they
needed/wanted the information or not.
Sunday was bittersweet. After
a scrumptious breakfast, the family
seemed to not want to leave. This was in
part because from the moment the family
began to arrive, until check out time on
Sunday, the Inn became our “home” and
now we were having to leave “home (it’s
much harder the second time around).
Both the charm of the Inn and the charm
of Pacific Grove had captured my family’s hearts and they all took wonderful
memories away with them. I couldn’t
have asked for a better birthday gift!
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Your letters

Opinion
Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District
sets informational meeting

Marabee Boone

Guest Opinion
So often in the course of a week, and in the lifetime of an issue confronting the people, opinions and suggestions flow in to the newspaper's
emails and facebook page. We read every one. We answer the phone ourselves, too, and essay to respond to all voicemails.
There was the person upset about mosquitos in the sewer and the intrepid Cameron Douglas went out and stuck his arm down there to get a water sample. We also responded when the woman called about her neighbor's
compost pile being an attraction to rats, but we didn't ask Cameron to stick
his arm in that one. He has his limits. We worked for weeks with the tenant
of a moldy building, and though it's still not resolved, we're on it.
We're pretty much a one-person show when it comes to editorials and
responding to issues, however, and often we find that the space (and time)
that a bona fide editorial would take is better spent on a story or a picture.
And often your letters, emails and phone calls are too brief to be considered
for publication.
Here's our solution: Periodically, we'll present “Cedar Street: Walk/
Don't Walk,” based on the models of “Pats and Pans” and the various
thumbs-up, thumbs-down columns we see all over. If it's a “walk,” it means
we're happy about it. If it says “don't walk,” we think something ought to be
done.
Enjoy it. And don't hesitate to contribute.
FEAST OF LANTERNS: A Board of eight and a few committee
members have worked diligently since January (actually, they never
stopped since last year’s event) to bring the Feast of Lanterns back
WALK to the pier. Trying to raise money in times like these was not easy,
but a number of citizens and businesses have come forth, some with
as much as $1000 and in one case $2000, to produce the event. And
this week the Coast Guard finally came through with the permit
which means that NOAA will be giving their OK. President Sue
Renz has signed the contract with the pyrotechnic company. There
will be fireworks to celebrate the crowning of Queen Topaz on the
pier at Lovers Point.
FEAST OF LANTERNS: What’s disappointing is the number of
people who only care about the fireworks and who flatly refused
to help out, financially or otherwise, because the question of the
DON’T fireworks was up in the air. What a slap in the face that was. FireWALK works don’t go back to the original celebration of the closing of
the Chautauqua Assembly 106 years ago -- they were added later.
The weeklong celebration is so much more than a chance to sit on
the beach and watch a free show. No, the Chamber of Commerce
doesn’t come up with any cash. No, the city doesn’t come up with
any cash though they forgave some fees. The Business Improvement
District did come up with some cash, but it’s only a small portion
of what’s needed. Think about it when you’re in the store and see
the little collection can on the counter.

Legal Notices

Michael Adamson, a member of the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District
(MPRPD) Board of Directors, will hold a public meeting on Monday night, July 18,
for members of his ward to have a dialogue about the mission of the MPRPD and
community needs. Adamson manages Monterey County Bank in Pacific Grove.
It will be held from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Monterey Public Library, 625
Pacific St. in Monterey.
Adamson’s ward includes much of Monterey, all of Del Rey Oaks and the southern portion of Fort Ord.
Jim Sulentich, also of Pacific Grove, became general manager of the MPRPD
in late February of this year. He will also will be on hand to hear from the public.
Area voters created the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District in 1972. It
has preserved and protected over 20,000 acres of parklands and open space.

Letters to the Editor

Cedar Street Times welcomes your letters on subjects of interest to the
citizens of Pacific Grove as well as our readers elsewhere. We prefer that letters be on local topics. At present we have not set limits on length though we
do reserve the right to edit letters for space constraints, so please be concise.
We will contact you to verify authenticity so your email address and/or
telephone number must be included as well as your name and city of residence.
We will not publish unsigned letters or letters which defame or slander
or libel.
Cedar Street Times is an adjudicated newspaper published weekly at 311A
Forest Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is printed on Fri. and is available at various locations throughout the city as well as by e-mail subscription.

Marge Ann Jameson, Editor/Publisher
Phone 831-324-4742 • Fax 831-324-4745
Email: editor@cedarstreettimes.com

Legal Notices
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20111390
The following person is doing business as BIG SUR PET CARE, 782 Syida Dr., Pacific Grove, Monterey
County, CA 93950; Daniel Galfano. This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on June 23,
2011. Registrant commenced to transact business under the fictitious business name or names listed above on
N/A. Signed: Daniel Galfano. This business is conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 07/01, 07/08,
07/15, 07/22/11
RENEWAL
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20111384
The following person is doing business as ALBERTO’S RISTORANTE, 1219 Forest Ave., Pacific
Grove, Monterey County, CA 93950; Alberto Bonatelli, 2099 David, Monterey, CA. 93950. This statement
was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on June
23, 2011. Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names listed
above on2/2000. Signed: Alberto Bonatelli. This business is conducted by an individual. Publication dates:
07/01, 07/08, 07/15, 07/22/11

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20111305
The following person is doing business as COASTAL
CRUZ'N, 170 Grand Ave., Suite A, Pacific Grove,
Monterey County, CA 93950; Benjamin James Snow,
830 ½ Grove Acre Ave., Pacific Grove, CA. 93950.
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey
County on June 14, 2011. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name or
names listed above on n/a. Signed: Benjamin Snow.
This business is conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 07/01, 07/08, 07/15, 07/22/11

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20111257
The following person is doing business as FIELD OF
DREAMS, 170 Grand Ave. Suite A, Pacific Grove,
Monterey County, CA 93950; Field of Dreams LLC,
50 Quarter Deck Way, Pacific Grove, CA 93950;
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey
County on June 08, 2011. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name
or name(s) listed above on 6/1/2011. Signed: Neil
MacLaren, President. This business is conducted by a
limited liability company. Publication dates: 7/1, 7/8/,
7/15, 7/22/11.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20111327
The following person is doing business as LFC, 1
Geary Plaza., Seaside, Monterey County, CA 93955;
Lithia Financial Corporation, 360 E. Jackson Street,
Medford, OR 97501; This statement was filed with
the Clerk of Monterey County on June 15, 2011.
Registrant commenced to transact business under the
fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on
N/A. Signed: Brad Gray, President. This business is
conducted by a corporation, incorporated in the state
of Oregon. Publication dates: 7/1, 7/8/, 7/15, 7/22/11.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20111328
The following person is doing business as LFC, 1781
Del Monte Blvd., Seaside, Monterey County, CA
93955; Lithia Financial Corporation, 360 E. Jackson
Street, Medford, OR 97501; This statement was filed
with the Clerk of Monterey County on June 15, 2011.
Registrant commenced to transact business under the
fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on
N/A. Signed: Brad Gray, President. This business is
conducted by a corporation, incorporated in the state
of Oregon. Publication dates: 7/1, 7/8/, 7/15, 7/22/11.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20111285
The following person is doing business as EL SOL
MOTORS, INC., 724 E. Market St., Salinas, Monterey County, CA 93905; El Sol Motors, Inc., 1843
Buckingham Dr., Salinas, CA 93950. This statement
was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on June
13, 2011. Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names listed
above on 06/13/11. Signed: Salvador Argueta, Vice
President. This business is conducted by a corporation.
Publication dates: 07/01, 07/08, 07/15, 07/22/11

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20111211
The following person is doing business as Z LIGHT
SOLE PROPRIETORSHIP, 99 Matisse Circle, Aliso
Viejo, Orange County, CA 92656; Lanlan Wang, 37
Elizabeth Lane, Irvine, CA 92602; This statement was
filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on June 2,
2011. Registrant commenced to transact business under
the fictitious business name or name(s) listed above
on 12/16/2010. Signed: Lanlan Wang. This business
is conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 6/17.
6/24, 7/1, 7/8/11.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20111212
The following persons are doing business as OMEGA
LAND PARTNERSHIP, 99 Matisse Circle, Aliso
Viejo, Orange County, CA 92656; Lanlan Wang, 37
Elizabeth Lane, Irvine, CA 92602; Chris Ormsbee, 99
Matisse Circle, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656. This statement
was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on June
2, 2011. Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed
above on 12/16/2010. Signed: Lanlan Wang. This business is conducted by a general partnership. Publication
dates: 6/17, 6/24, 7/1, 7/8/11.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20111213
The following persons are doing business as ZION
LIGHT PARTNERSHIP, 99 Matisse Circle, Aliso
Viejo, Orange County, CA 92656; Lanlan Wang, 37
Elizabeth Lane, Irvine, CA 92602; Chris Ormsbee, 99
Matisse Circle, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656. This statement
was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on June
2, 2011. Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed
above on 12/16/2010. Signed: Lanlan Wang. This
business is conducted by a general partnership. Publication dates: 6/17, 6/24, 7/1, 7/8/11.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20111345
The following persons are doing business as SCARLET IBIS PICTURES, 1518 N. Highland Ave., Hollywood, Los Angeles County, CA 90028; Jeff Clark,
Guadalupe 2 AW of 2nd, Carmel, CA 93921; Alan
Calzatti, 230 S. Rexford Dr., Beverly Hills, CA 90212.
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey
County on June 17, 2011. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name or
name(s) listed above on 6/15/2011. Signed: Jeff Clark.
This business is conducted by a general partnership.
Publication dates: 6/24, 7/1, 7/8, 7/15/11.
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Lego Land at the Library
At the Lego Showcase at the library on June 30, children were
invited to build things out of Legos. And build they did. Reports
of a 4-foot skyscraper, a kangaroo, a monument to the Cat in
the Hat and more reached our office.
Below, Mayor Carmelita Garcia was one of the celebrity judges.
At right, a young man checks his entry, Diane Grindol of the
Friends of the Library was the photographer.

RAGAMUFFIN MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY
proudly presents

Disney’s

Mulan, Jr.
when:

Saturday, July 9
2:00 pm
Saturday, July 9
7:00 pm
Sunday, July 10
2:00 pm

where:

Pacific Grove Middle School
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
835 Forest Ave.
Pacific Grove

ALL SEATS $5.00
This program is sponsored by the City of Pacific Grove Recreation Department
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The Green Page
Keeping the blaze at bay
By Cameron Douglas
California enjoyed plentiful rains
last winter, and the drought has been
declared over for the moment. While our
water supplies are good, huge areas of
dry, brown grass can still provide ample
fuel for wildfires. As we move into the
heart of fire season, fire safety officials
are reminding citizens and property
owners to adhere to fire safety guidelines.
For homes located on large lots, Cal
Fire states 100 feet of defensible space
will dramatically increase a home’s
chance of surviving a wildfire. This
starts with a 30-foot “Lean, Clean and
Green zone” around the house itself
where flammable vegetation should be
heavily reduced or eliminated. Another
70 feet beyond that (or to the property
line) should be a “Reduced Fuel Zone.”
Depending on the steepness of the terrain, horizontal and vertical plant spacing improves the chances of stopping
a wildfire before it burns your home.
Larger trees should have their lower
limbs removed and all plants removed
beneath the tree to eliminate a vertical
“fire ladder.”
Also keep trees trimmed at least 10
feet away from chimneys, and remove
dead limbs hanging over your house or
garage. Chimneys are required by law
to have a screen of not more than a halfinch mesh over the outlet.
In Pacific Grove, there are many
properties that encompass less than 100
feet. We have a wide variety of properties: Close-knit, widely paved neighborhoods between Sinex and Pine; large,

rural open areas near Asilomar; and
many apartment complexes. PG runs the
gamut of fire prevention. But the basic
rules apply: clear out the dead stuff, keep
pine needles and other debris out of gutters, maintain trees and clear the ground
beneath them.
When clearing vegetation, consider
using a string trimmer. Even a gas-powered trimmer is safer than a lawn mower,
which has its engine right down at the
ground. One small spark can start a fire,
even in the course of trying to prevent
one.
Jim Gunter, a fire inspector with the
Monterey Fire Department, drives every
street in PG each year to look for potential fire dangers. These typically include
large accumulations of dry grass or other
clumps of dead vegetation adjacent to
houses. “We often encounter the same
properties in need of attention,” said
Gunter. So far this year, he has delivered
approximately 140 notices and letters
informing property owners of needed
corrections. The notices generally allow
10 working days for the property to
come into compliance.
Most people want to do the right
thing, and even those who are slow to do
so generally get around to it. “We want
voluntary compliance,” Gunter said,
adding that he works with property owners to allow a reasonable length of time
for corrections to be made. In a case of
prolonged inaction, the Municipal Code
does allow for an outside agency to
come in and perform fire hazard abatement. It hasn’t been necessary. “I’ve
never had to go through that process
with anybody,” said Gunter.
Gunter also visits more than 250
apartment complex addresses each year.

Fire prevention in the home
Wildfires destroy acres of buildings and vegetation, but most fatal fires start
inside the home. Here is a home fire safety checklist, courtesy of the Monterey
Fire Department:
•

In case of fire, the most important thing to do is “get out and stay out!”
Call 911 from a neighbor’s house.

•

Have smoke detectors in every bedroom and in the hallway areas outside
each bedroom.

•

Check smoke detectors monthly by pushing the test button.

•

Replace smoke detector batteries if you have not done so in the past year.

•

Develop and practice a home fire escape plan: Exit Drill In The Home
(EDITH)

•

Maintain a minimum 3-foot clearance around heat-producing appliances or
anything with a pilot light, such as water heaters and furnaces.

•

Have a minimum 5-lb. dry chemical fire extinguisher with a rating of at
least 2A-10BC.

•

Store flammable liquids such as gasoline, paint thinner, oil-based paints
and propane tanks outside your home in a shed or detached garage. Never
store flammable liquids or propane containers of any kind in the same
room, garage or closet with an open flame from a furnace or water heater.

•

Check all plugs and electrical cords to lamps, appliances and computers to make sure they are not worn or damaged. If cords are even slightly
damaged, have a qualified repairperson replace the cord or plug. Never run
cords beneath carpets or pads.

•

Carefully check electric blankets for wear and replace them per the manufacturer’s specifications.

•

Keep all cooking appliances such as stoves, ovens and microwaves clean
and free of grease accumulations.

•

If you ever use your fireplace, have it professionally checked and cleaned
annually.

•

Keep your roof clear of any accumulations of leaves or pines needles.
Keep a 30-foot are around your home free of dry, flammable vegetation.

•

Keep a screen or spark arresting device on your chimney.

•

Use outdoor cooking grills with caution. Never use gasoline to start the fire
and don’t add charcoal lighter once the fire has started.

As of July 1, 2011 every single family home (a building where people live)
in California is required by law to have a carbon monoxide detector in operation.
Installation is the responsibility of the property owner.
The bill requires that alarm devices, which can cost less than $30, to be installed in existing single-family homes that have a fossil-fuel burning appliance,
fireplace or attached garage. All other residential units, such as apartments, will
have to have the detectors in place by Jan. 1, 2013.
For more information, call the Monterey Fire Department at (831) 646-3900.

Volunteers Hit the Beaches
for Pollution Prevention

Save Our Shores (SOS) staff, stewards, and community volunteers worked together
at Del Monte Beach at Wharf #2 to educate beach goers how to properly dispose of
their trash, and inform them the negative impacts pollution has for marine species and
the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.
Every year, when all the Fourth of July festivities have come and gone, Monterey
County beaches are left trashed and polluted with literally thousands of pounds of unnecessary garbage, much of it one-time use disposables.
That’s why Save Our Shores began Pollution Prevention Day in Santa Cruz on July
4 of 2008, and because of their efforts to educate beach goers about the negative effect
that trash has on our oceans, July 5 cleanup data shows a steep decline in the amount
of trash that winds up on area beaches after the long Fourth of July holiday weekend.
On Pollution Prevention Day 2011 for Monterey County, Save Our Shores volunteers handed out trash and recycling bags in order to decrease the amount of litter
left on the beach.
For more information about Save Our Shores and Pollution Prevention Day contact Colleen Bednarz at (831) 462-5660 ext. 2 or email at colleen@saveourshores.org.

