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The quaint outdoor seating area re-
cently installed by the Favolaros on the 
sidewalk at Ariana’s Cafe, 543 Lighthouse 
Avenue, has drawn admiring customers ... 
and complaints by some. Built completely 
by the book as regards size (it’s 8 x 20 feet) 
and sidewalk clearance (43 inches where 
48 is required), the outside seating area is 
enclosed by a low wrought iron fence. And 
therein lies the rub, apparently. 

The wrought iron fence is bolted to 
the sidewalk. Without having it solidly 
attached, the establishment could not serve 
alcohol outside. Not only is in an ABC 
regulation, said Marie Favolaro, “but it’s 
a safety hazard if someone could easily 
knock it over.”

The Favolaros had the plans approved 
every step of the way and signed off by 
interim Community Development depart-
ment director Steve Matazarro. Matazarro 
said the bolting of the fencing wasn’t part 
of the original plan, but he believes the city 
is sending mixed messages to merchants 
by talking about rescinding approval, as 
has been mentioned.

•

Sunday, June 29, Tony Campbell 
found what appears to be a boat fender 
from Japan with the word “Musashi” on 
it...and thousands of barnacles. We 
sent photos to Don Kohrs, Librarian at 
the Harold A. Miller Library at Hopkins 
Marine Station, who in turn showed 
them to a faculty member. Their con-
clusion is that the unfamiliar barnacles 
are “more likely than  not, Pelagic 
Gooseneck Barnacles of the genus 
Lepus.” The pelagic gooseneck bar-
nacle commonly settles on anything 
that has been floating in the ocean for 
a while. Thus it is hard to say when 
the barnacles got associated with the 
floatation device (i.e. boat fender). So 
even if the fender drifted from Japan, 
the barnacles could have become as-
sociated with the fender during time 
spent in the California current.”

•
As soon as you remove the red, white 

and blue bunting from Fourth of July, put 
up your Feast of Lanterns Decor. The 
Feast of Decor, a judged event of the 
lantern festival, had a deadline of Friday, 
July 18 with judging tset o take place on 
Monday, July 21. Winners of six awards, 
one for each member of the Royal Court, 
was announced at Opening Ceremonies on 
Wednesday, July 23 and the ribbons and 
certificates presented at Closing Ceremo-
nies on July 27.

•
NOAA’s Monterey Bay National Ma-

rine Sanctuary (MBNMS) has released a 
draft Environmental Assessment (EA) of 
a proposal by California American Water 
to develop and operate a temporary slant 
test well for obtaining information about 
the geologic, hydrogeologic, and water 
quality characteristics of coastal aquifers.

It is now valuable for public review 
and comment until July 26, 2014. The 

data obtained during the 24-month test-
ing and monitoring phase would be used 
to facilitate the planning and final design 
of a proposed subsurface slant well intake 
system and desalination plant to serve as 
the primary future water.

•

Fred Ignacio tries to convince his furry 
buddy that a bath is a good idea at 
Stone’s Pets which opened their new 
customer do-it-yourself pet wash.  
The wash features adaptable tubs, 
pre-heated water, rubber aprons... 
everything but the pet.

•
Jordan Pollacci, 24, already on parole 

for a conviction involving home burglar-
ies in Pacific Grove, was arrested June 26 
when deputies investigated an incident at 
17 Mile Drive at Bird Rock Road, Pebble 
Beach. A family had been standing and 
enjoying the views at the popular turnout 
when a man was spotted squatting down 
and reaching forward with a camera phone 
in his hand. The man was behind a woman 
taking pictures up her dress without her 
knowledge.

July 11-17, 2014
It’s a classic Prop. 13 structure. 

Inherited by California-American Water 
company in 1966 from its predecessor, 
Monterey County Water Works, the 
88-year-old pump house at the roundabout 
made by Gate St., Hillcrest, Sinex, Eardley 
and 9th in Pacific Grove is assessed, for tax 
purposes, at $23,653.00. Annual taxes on it 
are $293.38. But to historic preservation-
ists, it could be the Taj Mahal.

“It has a big story to tell about water 
here,” said Maureen Mason, chairwoman 
of the city’s Historic Resources Commit-
tee. “People invest in this town because 
they want the proximity to historic struc-
tures. It creates rising property values and 
thus taxes and thus income to the city, and 
worth to the community.”

•

Ragamuffin Musical Theatre Company
Presented Disney’s “Peter Pan 
Jr.”Based on the Disney film and J.M. 
Barrie’s enchanting play, Disney’s “Pe-
ter Pan Jr.” is a modern version of the 
timeless tale about a boy who wouldn’t 
grow up! Peter Pan introduces Wendy, 
her brothers, and the entire audience 
to all of the inhabitants of Never Land: 
Tinker Bell and the Fairies, the Lost 
Boys, Indians, Mermaids, Pirates, and 
even the infamous Captain Hook. 

•
Brian Brooks, a businessman and 

resident of Pacific Grove since 1998, an-

nounced that he would run for City Coun-
cil in the November 4 election.

“I have decided to seek a council seat, 
my first try at elective office, after giving 
the matter deep thought,” he said. “My 
wife, Theresa, and I feel that Pacific Grove 
is a very special and gorgeous place to live 
in and raise our young daughter. It has a 
great civic spirit and an involved citizenry.

•
Animal Friends Rescue Project is 

Doubling the Love on all kittens which 
means you can get twice the kitten love 
for one adoption fee. Visit the adoption 
center located at 560 Lighthouse Ave open 
everyday from 12-5, Pet Food Express 
in the Carmel Crossroads and Petco in 
Del Monte Shopping Center to find your 
purrfect new feline friends. All of the 
AFRP adoption center locations are burst-
ing with adorable kittens of every color 
who are looking for new homes. All cats 
and kittens are spayed/neutered, micro-
chipped, FELV/FIV tested, vaccinated 
for FVRCP, de-wormed, treated with flea 
treatment, all adopters also receive a free 
vet exam, one month of free vet insurance, 
and a cardboard carrier. AFRP will Double 
the Love (2 for 1 adoption fee) for kittens 
during the month of July so come in and 
add some kitten fun to your household.

•
Squid boats spent an unusual amount 

of time in Monterey Bay in 2014. Com-
mercial squid fishermen use the bright 
lights on smaller light boats, which 
have state permits, to lure their prey up 
from the depths. Large purse seiners
pull up the squid with the aid of a small 
skiff which draws the net around them.
Fishermen bring the nets to the sur-
face, then lower a vacuum pump into 
the net to pump the squid into the 
hold while culling and releasing other 
fish caught up in the net. Squid are 
processed in Moss Landing. There are 
limits on how many tons of squid can 
be pulled from the Bay.

•
The Monterey Museum of Art an-

nounced the appointment of three new 
members of the Board of Trustees as of 
July 1, 2014. On behalf of the Board of 
Trustees, President Melissa Burnett wel-
comes John A. Greenwald, Judith Mar-
shall, and Kim Negri: “John, Judith, and 
Kim are distinguished community leaders 
and have demonstrated deep commitment 
to the museum and its mission. Each of 
them brings a wealth of expertise and 
experience to the important role trustees 
play in governance and oversight of the 
Monterey Museum of Art.”

The addition of these trustees, a pro-
cess led by chair of the Trusteeship and 
Governance Committee Ronda Eubanks, 
brings the total number of board members 
to 15. The board is also pleased to an-
nounce that former trustee Craig Johnson 
has been named Trustee Emeritus, in rec-
ognition of his extraordinary and generous 
service to the Monterey Museum of Art. 
For more information, please visit http://
www.montereyart. org/about-mma/board-
of-trustees/

July 18-24, 2014
Teresa Brown brings a wealth of 

business acumen to her new position as 
Director of the non-profit Pacific Grove 
Art Center. 

After working with Chartwell School 
of Seaside building a green, sustainable 
campus for some 20 years, she went out 
on her own doing strategic plans, account-

ing processes and corporate training...dry 
stuff to some, but a lot of those things are 
exactly what the Art Center’s Board of 
Directors was looking for when they began 
the recruitment process. It was done by 
word of mouth.

And it helps that Brown is a painter, 
something she began doing 15 years ago. 
“It helps to balance me. It affects how I 
approach things,” she said. “And I was 
amazed when people started buying my 
paintings!”
Theresa Brown

•
Suddenly realizing that the State of 

California is breathing down their necks, 
the Pacific Grove City Council took an-
other baby step toward a ban of single-use 
plastic bags at the Wednesday, July 16 
meeting. They voted to have staff return 
with an ordinance so that they can hold a 
first reading and get it passed before the 
State steps in with their own ban, poten-
tially on September 1, 2014. Over the past 
five or more years, the Council has taken 
up the question on a number of occasions 
including twice so far in 2014. Each time 
they sent it back to staff. 

California is considering Senate Bill 
270 which would require local jurisdic-
tions to enact their own regulations on 
reusable bags and plastic bags, which 
could then be amended, or face a set of 
requirements which could not be altered 
by local jurisdictions which did not have 
their own in place.

•
Retired Pacific Grove Police Chief 

Tom Maudlin is spending a lot of his 
retirement repairing and restoring 
horse-drawn vehicles. The hearse 
above was a project for the San Benito 
Historical Society.

•
A motorcyclist was injured when he 

apparently took a curve at too high a speed 
and lost control. The accident happened at 
10:40 .m. on Friday, July 11. The injured 
man is from Marina and is 31 years old. 
Pacific Grove police officers say that nei-
ther alcohol nor drugs were believed to 
have been involved. 

The accident happened on Sunset 
Drive near the Beachcomber Inn. The 
rider had been travelling eastboung on 
Sunset from Asilomar State Beach when 
he failed to negotiate the curve and skid 
along Sunset Drive through the bushes 
and other vegetation along the shoulder 
of the road, coming to rest in front of the 
Beachcomber Inn. Witnesses performed 
first aid. The man was severely injured 
and was airlifted to the hospital.

•
On Saturday, July 12 at approximately 

12:30 a.m., officers were dispatched to the 
area of Presidio Blvd. and Austin Ave. in 
Pacific Grove, to investigate the report of 
a loud explosion that shook windows and 
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activated car alarms. Upon arrival, officers 
spoke with several nearby residents who 
had come out to investigate. They could 
smell what they initially thought was 
smoke from fireworks. 

After searching the surrounding area, 
officers discovered a large, homemade 
mortar-like device in the parking lot of 
EnviroTemp Heating and Cooling at 1236 
Presidio Blvd. It was evident that the de-
vice had recently been detonated because 
the building’s windows and exterior light 
fixtures were shattered. No injuries or 
other property damage were reported. The 
expended device was seized and is being 
processed for evidence.

July 25-31, 2014

With stellar local entertainment — in-

cluding the queen’s dad performing 
“O Sole Mio” to rousing applause 
— the 2014 Feast of Lanterns was 
officially opened on Wednesday, July 
23. Above, Queen Topaz, Minhee Cho, 
welcomes the audience to the event. 
L-R are Princess Ruby, Kimberly 
Huynh; Princess Pearl, Olivia Cain; 
Queen Topaz, Minhee Cho; Princess 
Turquoise, Caroline Gruber; Prin-
cess Garnet, Ashley Lyon; Princess 
Amethyst, Catherine Gruber. Chau-
tauqua Hall was full as the audience 
enjoyed Tongan dancing and singing 
by the Hautau Family, handbells by 
the Methodist Church handbell choir, 
and singing by the Cho family. All were 
welcomed by accordion music by Gor-
don Coleman.

•
A CalFire prisoner crew made short 

work of piles of brush and duff in George 
Washington Park this week, under the 
direction of City Arborist Al Weissfuss. 
He lectured them briefly on their mission 
(“management, thereby preserving”) and 
set them to work with chain saws and a 
chipper. While cautioning the crew about 
native plants and animals, he let them 
know that he was concerned about fire 
management in the wooded green belt in 
the center of a residential area. And this 
crew should know — the work would have 
begun earlier but they had been assigned to 
a wildland fire. They’ll take a week away 
and be back, said Weissfuss. 

He said he hoped to “fracture the can-
opy,” a term meaning to open it up to the 
sky, so that re-seeding on the forest floor 
has a better chance. Normally, the canopy 
would be fractured by a fire, a disease, or 
a treefall in bad weather. Weissfuss said 
he would be going back in later to plant 
more trees to replace dead and dying ones. 

•
In Pacific Grove, an air temperature 

of 66 degrees F. isn’t very cold at all. But 
it was pretty darned cold if you were one 
of the four Pacific Grove Police officers 
who’d been “called out” to be splashed 
with ice water. The event is a good natured 
way to raise money for the Fallen Officer 
fund. The officers who have been called 
out and have the ice water dumped on 

them and pay $10 each, or avoid having 
the ice water dumped on them by paying 
$100 each. 

Said Chief Vicki Myers, “I told them 
I would pay the avoidance fee on their 
behalf, but they said they would be good 
sports in the hopes of encouraging other 
participants, and let us soak them.”

•
Last night, Fri. July 18 at 11:40 PM, 

PGPD saw a vehicle run a stop sign at 
Presidio Blvd and Funston Ave. They 
recognized the car as belonging to suspects 
wanted for burglary. The driver refused to 
yield to the officer and took off on Hwy 68 
and onto Hwy 1. A chase ensued through 
Monterey, Seaside, Marina and the former 
Ft Ord. Monterey PD, Seaside PD, Sand 
City PD, Marina PD, Presidio PD, CHP 
and Monterey County Sheriffs joined the 
chase. The suspect vehicle was stopped at 
Las Palmas Pkwy and River Rd in Salinas 
with the help of Mo. Co. Sheriffs.

The driver, 35-year-old Victor 
Ramirez from Seaside was arrested for 
evading a peace officer, reckless driving, 
eluding a police officer by driving against 
traffic, unlawful possession of drugs, 
and being under the influence of drugs. 
The female passenger, Nichole Baker, a 
36-year-old woman from Pacific Grove, 
was arrested and charged with possession 
of narcotics and possession of burglar’s 
tools.

Aug. 1-7, 2014
Over the weekend of July 26-27, 

thousands of blue jellyfish-like animals 
with clear “sails” washed up on the 
beach at Asilomar, causing a flurry 
of conversation among locals. What 
are they? Could they be Portuguese 
Man O’ War? Pacific Grove resident 
Cy Colburn answered: They are vele-
lla, sometimes called “By-The-Wind-
Sailors.” Periodically, when the water 
temperature rises and the wind is just 
right, the unfortunate sea animals are 
blown onto the beach to be stranded 
when the tide recedes.
They die after a few days, and their 
skeletons are blown away by the wind.
Cyndi Dawson, environmental scientist 
at Asilmoar State Park, says the mass
strandings don’t happen every year on 
area beaches.

•
Cafe Ariana will be keeping their 

fence. The enterprising restaurant on 
Lighthouse which was among the first 
to take the City of Pacific Grove up on 
the suggestion of outdoor seating, will 
compromise on the subject of the fence’s 
attachment to the sidewalk and allow the 
City to make a sliding and lock-inplace 
connection which should be installed by 
August 6. 

The new connection will please the 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission ( Ari-
ana’s serves beer and wine) which requires 
an enclosure around outside seating. Maria 
Favaloro wanted the fence to be bolted as 
a safety precaution against people leaning 
on it and falling over. The City allegedly 
backed out on its original approval of the 
fencing after it had been installed. The 
fence originally was held in place by four 
bolts at each juncture.

•

New way-finding signs were placed 
downtown at the behest of the Busi-
ness Improvement district. They will 
hopefully direct visitors and locals alike 
to attractions and business off Light-
house. Of course, someone promptly 
ran over one of the signs and it had to 
be replaced.

•
The City of Pacific Grove has a new 

Community and Economic Development 
Director, a newly created position in Pa-
cific Grove. Mark J. Brodeur is currently 
the Assistant Director of Strategic Plan-
ning and Urban Design for the City of 
San Antonio. In that role, he authored the 
City’s first Downtown Design Guide and 
Downtown Streetscape Design Manual.

•
A re-landscaping project at Lovers 

Point Park is projected to save the City of 
Pacific Grove an estimated 700 gallons of 
potable water per day, or 76,000 per year. 
Key word: Turf reduction.

Cal-Am Water approached the City to 
promote water conservation by reducing 
the amount of turf the City needs to water. 
Public Works evaluated all parks and de-
termined that the five-acre park at Lovers 
Point uses the highest volume of water of 
all the City’s parks, due to a number of fac-
tors including intensive park usage by the 
public, its location next to Monterey Bay, 
shallow tree roots, and the age of the turf.

Aug. 8-14, 2014
A motley crew of mythical misfits 

appears to have taken over Cedar Street 
Times as Lord Farquaad (Pacific Grove’s 
Scott McQuiston, pictured at left with 
Fiona — Lara Fern), leads his minions 
against a large green ogre known as Shrek. 

Sprinkled like Tinkerbell’s fairy dust 
throughout this issue are news bytes and 
short stories, including the tale of P. Noc-
chio’s scheme to sell pebbles in Pebble 
Beach and B.B. Wolf reported huffing and 
puffing in proximity to Three Little Pigs’ 
brick house. 

There’s a police report filed by a fam-
ily of three bears who say their house 
was broken into and all their porridge 
eaten.

•
City Manager Tom Frutchey reports 

that Cal Am has submitted a formal appli-
cation to demolish the condemned pump 
house at Eardley. They had been given 
the choice to, by Aug. 1, either apply for 
a demolition permit or a building permit 
to restore or move the valve house. Some 
members of the Historic Resources Com-
mittee, among others, have asked that 
demolition be further considered as it is 
considered a historical building. 

The City’s Chief Building Official, 
John Kuehl, has checked with an outside 
structural engineer as to the building’s 
status and was told that, with the fencing 
now in place, the building itself poses no 
significant safety hazard. “If the building 
did fail, it would fall inward, and remain 
within the fencing,” Frutchey said. “John 
is also checking with our traffic engineer 
to ensure there are no immediate hazards 
posed by the fencing.” 

Frutchey said that if there are no im-
mediate hazards, then California law re-
quires Cal Am to conduct a CEQA analysis 
on its proposal to demolish the building, as 
the structure and site had been determined 
to be historic.

•

Otter, aka Tom Stevens, wrote in his 
column about the perils of packing up 
one’s domicile and moving.
He writes weekly.

•
The Pacific Grove city Council at its 

Wednesday, August 6 meeting heard a 
first reading of an ordinance that would 
ban single-use, plastic carryout bags to 
customers of all sales outlets, stores, 
shops, vehicles or other places of business 
within the City limits. Restaurants would 
be exempt, as well as prepared food sold 
at grocery stores and convenience stores’ 
food counters. Also exempt would be bags 
up to 11” x 17”, without handles, meant 
to transport produce, bulk food, or meat 
within a store or to separate food or mer-
chandise from other food or merchandise 
wht placed together in another bag. Plastic 
bags meant to protect ice cream would be 
exempt as well. Pharmacy bags meant to 
hold prescription medicine would also be 
exempt. 

The ordinance defines “reusable bag” 
as any bag with handles that is designed 
and manufactured for multiple use, It must 
be made of cloth or other washable woven 
fabric or made of a durable material at leat 
4.0 mils thick that can be cleaned or disin-
fected at least 125 times. It could be made 
of recyclable plastic (e.g. high density 
polyethylene, low density polyethylene, 
or polypropylene).

•

Fairy tale creatures have not only tak-
en over Cedar Street Times, but have
invaded the woods near Del Monte 
Park and Pebble Beach. Imported an-
nually to clear brush (and potentially 
leave fertilizer) the Billy Goats Gruff 
are oblivious to poison oak and do 
not discriminate between native and 
non-native species. When they’ve 
cleared the area of fire danger from 
underbrush, the goatherd will round 
them up and take them to another spot. 

Aug. 15-22, 2014
Jodi Frediani, who has been photo-

graphing marine life in Monterey Bay for 
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five years, will show some of her pictures 
when she talks about the humpback whale 
feeding frenzies and the magnificent 
biodiversity in the bay on Thurs., August 
28. She will be the guest speaker of the 
Monterey Bay Chapter of the American 
Cetacean Society in a program that begins 
at 7:30 p.m. in The Boat Works building at 
Hopkins Marine Station, 120 Ocean View 
Blvd., Pacific Grove. It is free and open 
to the public. 

Frediani will discuss whether the 
recent feeding frenzies are an anomaly or 
a sign of things to come. A graduate of the 
University of California at Santa Cruz, she 
has been involved with whale research for 
the past 13 years and is currently in charge 
of collecting fluke identification data for 
the North Atlantic humpbacks that give 
birth in Silver Bank, off the coast of the 
Dominican Republic.

A pod of whales seemed to exhale 
in unison and Jim Howes caught the 
picture. Whales made repeated “feed-
ing prenzies” in the Monterey Bay last 
summer, chasing anchovy schools 
which made a huge comeback.

•
Monterey Parkinson’s Support Group 

Meeting meets on Tuesdays at 3:00 p.m. 
The speaker in August was Dr. Laura 
Banks M.D., Neurology. Currently the 
group meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month at Sally Griffin Active Living 
Center, 700 Jewell Avenue, Pacific Grove.

•

Joan Skillman’s cartoon, “Skillshots,” 
deals with topical and timely local 
events. This week she brought to mind 
“Car Week,” with two shows in Pacific 
Grove and many others throughout the 
Monterey Peninsula.

•
Could you love your dentist if you 

found him to be conscientious, gentle, 
effective, easy on the eyes, and happens 
to have . . . a couple of believe it or not, 
additional hobbies like . . . cultivating 
plumerias, frangipanis . . . and wine? Fear 
not! None of these interests have distracted 
Dr. Love from his attention to detail, either 
in family, or dental finesse. Not 23 years of 
marital bliss to his wife Annette, who holds 
high honors of her own that they could 
boast; not short on parenting skills either, 
their daughter, Jennifer, is a 2010 Univer-
sity of Hawaii graduate, with degrees in 
anthropology and Japanese language. Nor 
over 15 years of producing plumerias and 
frangipani seedlings for your garden, (see 
www.lovestropicalnursery. com.) And not 
even his more recent interest in collabo-

rating with “Dad” as a vintner keeps him 
from his love for your smile.

Aug. 22-28, 2014

Pacific Grove Police Department 
began a celebration of their (and the 
city’s) 125th anniversary. This photo 
hangs in the lobby of the police depart-
ment along with other landmark photos 
of the department’s history from 1898 
forward. One of the landmarks of the 
Pacific Grove Police Department is 
the iconic sign prohibiting molestation 
of butterflies which hung in George 
Washington Park. At that time, the 
monarchs roosted there in pine trees. 
It was up to the Pacific Grove Police 
Department to enforce the ordinance. 
Now, as the department reaches the 
age of 125 years, the butterflies have 
moved to the eucalyptus trees near 
the Adult School and police have other 
serious crimes to worry about. The 
photos hang above a display cabinet 
with department mementos, including 
a 1937 police whistle; confiscated 
weapons like brass knuckles; a police 
log book with an entry that says “John 
Steignbeck [sic] reports a hit and run 
accident” and others. 

The California Coastal Commission 
has decided that harbor seal pups are a 
fragile coastal resource protected by the 
state’s Coastal Act. That was a unanimous 
decision last Thursday (August 14) when 
the commission approved a permit for 
the city of San Diego to close a popular 
LaJolla beach five months a year to keep 
people away from the harbor seal pups 
born there, and from the nursing mothers. 

It was a decision that should be an im-
portant precedent for Pacific Grove, which 
last year applied for a Coastal Commission 
permit to temporarily close an area near 
5th Street in the spring when harbor seals 
give birth there. 

Seasonal closures to keep people from 
disrupting the pupping have become com-
mon along the California coast in recent 
years, but this is the first time the Coastal 
Commission looked into it and found it to 
be warranted.

The Heritage Society of Pacific Grove 
is pleased to announce the opening
of the new Point Pinos Lighthouse 
gift shop.
The City of Pacific Grove and the 
Heritage Society several years ago 
entered into an agreement where the 
Society would begin the restoration 
and preservation of the lighthouse. 
One of the projects was to replicate 
two outbuildings that existed on the 
property during the property’s many 
iterations. The result of years of work 
and planning came to fruition on July 5 
when the second of the two buildings 
opened, housing a 165 sq. ft. gift shop.

•
What if your office water cooler de-

livered clean fresh water each day and you 
weren’t connected to the local water pur-
veyor, nor having it delivered in unwieldy 
jugs? What if you could just draw the water 
out of the air and not be concerned with 
extreme drought conditions? 

It’s possible, with an atmospheric 
water generator. And at their Monday, 
Aug. 18 meeting, the Water Management 
District even said it’s OK, becoming the 
first water district in California to approve 
the devices as alternative primary water 
sources. And it’s the first new water source 
outside of California American Water to 
be granted a permit by the MPWMD. But 
there are reservations on the approval.

The devices can only be approved for 
commercial use, and only as a primary 
source if completely disconnected from 
Cal-Am. And that’s one reason why it can’t 
currently be approved for residential use 
except as a secondary source for studios, 
for example. The health department will 
not allow disconnection from Cal-Am 
until complete reliability of the devices 
is proven.

•
Pacific Grove residents were recently 

mailed a Pacific Grove Public Library 
Survey. The goal of this survey is to 
gather input from the community in order 
to develop a strategic plan for the future 
of the library based on input from Pacific 
Grove citizens. 

The Pacific Grove Public Library 
exists to serve the community. “The mis-
sion of the library is to provide a welcom-
ing place and balanced collection while 
preserving the past and planning for the 
future.” The broad range of input from 
the community based on this survey will 
provide an understanding of what the com-
munity wants from their library. This input 
will enable the development of a plan for 
the future based on information from the 
community members themselves.

Aug. 29 - Sept. 4, 2014

Movers and shakers: The driving 
forces behind the new panel at the 
site of the Chinese Fishing Village Left 
to right: Janet Cohen, The Heritage 
Society of Pacific Grove; Gerry Low-
Sabado, 5th generation Pacific Grove 
Chinese Fishing Village descendant;
Annie Holdren Ph.D., Exhibitions 
Curator – Pacific Grove Museum of 
Natural History.

•
Expect to see more dogs in restaurants
after Jan. 1, 2015. As a result of AB 

1965, signed into law by Gov. Brown 
on Aug. 21, dogs will be allowed in res-
taurants under certain conditions. Those 
conditions have to do primarily with food 
safety: Dogs would not be allowed in areas 
where food was being prepared for people. 
And it will be up to individual restaura-
teurs whether or not they will allow Fido to 
accompany his people to their restaurant.

Local health departments could quash 
the state law as well, but that doesn’t ap-
pear to be an issue in Monterey County.

•
The Transportation Agency for Mon-

trey County board approved $3.2 funding 
to complete funding for a roundabout at the 
congested intersection of Holman High-
way 68 and Highway One southbound.

And at its recent meeting, staff mem-
bers presented an update to members of 
the Monterey City Council and kicked off 
a two-year public outreach.

The intersection, as we wrote in our 
April 26, 2013 issue, is a bottleneck for 
drivers going to and from Pacific Grove 
as well as Pebble Beach and Community 
Hospital. It is one of only two ways to 
leave Pacific Grove, and it doesn’t even 
belong to the City.

•
Funny Hats were the theme for the 
day when Canterbury Woods threw a 
party on the Great Lawn in honor of 
being named one of the Best Places 
to Work in the Greater Bay Area. Staff 
and residents enjoyed a summer bar-
becue, spirited games and raffles for 
a choice of prizes.

•

Sept. 5-11 2014
The educational-technical bonds 

called for by the upcoming Measure A are 
unique in that they are short term, accord-
ing to Pacific Grove School Superinten-
dent Ralph Porras. He notes that typical 
bonds are paid back slowly, resulting in a 
large amount of interest, nearly 50 percent 
of the total amount. These bonds will result 
in around 10 percent interest, leaving 90 
percent of the amount to be used to make 
purchases. A chart supplied by the district 
shows a conventionally financed $18 mil-
lion project fund requiring $14,309,325 in 
interest. The Ed-Tech Bond of Measure A 
will require interest of only $755,967 for 
a project fund of the same size, providing 
savings to the district of $13,553,358.

 The measure, which comes before 
voters on November 4, provides Pacific 
Grove schools funds to purchase comput-
ers, tablets, classroom technology tools, 
printers, copiers, scanners, technology 
equipment for science labs and other tech-
nology, including software.

•
Over the next month Public Works 

will perform crack and slurry sealing on 
many of our streets. Crews will be starting 
the project next week. The process will 
begin with the grinding out of the street 
markings and then filling the cracks with 
a petroleum-based product that prevents 
chipping of the edges and the intrusion of 
water. Once the crack seal is completed 
the contractor will slurry the roads. The 
contractor has notified the residents and 
businesses that will be affected by any 
detours or road closures both by placing A-
frame signs on the roads and notices. Once 
the roads have been slurred, then a painting 
crew will remark the road markings. 

The whole process will take up to 
45 days, but all closures or detours will 
only occur over the next two weeks. Road 
closures will occur for only a few hours 

during the slurry process.
[Fill in the Blank] @ Lovers Point is the 
title of a project to remodel the prop-
erty that once housed Lattitudes and 
before that, The Tinnery. The project 
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is working its way through Planning.
•

Twenty-six college interns from The 
Panetta Institute for Public Policy began 
work in offices of California delegation 
members of the United States House of 
Representatives in Washington, D.C.

These students are now spending 11 
weeks in Washington after participating 
in an intensive two-week course at the 
Panetta Institute that provided background 
on policy issues, the current political en-
vironment and training on how to work 
effectively in a congressional office. The 
students for this sixteenth annual program 
were nominated by the presidents of the 
California State University (CSU) cam-
puses, as well as the presidents of Domini-
can University of California, Saint Mary’s 
College of California and Santa Clara 
University for their exemplary scholastic 
achievements and their interest in politics 

and policy.
This year’s Historic Home Tour will 
take place on Sunday, October 5 from 
noon to 4 p.m. The featured artwork on 
all brochures and publicity is from a 
painting donated by local artist Cheryl 
Kampe.
Cheryl said she has always wanted to 
paint this particular house, and was 
happy to make it available to the Heri-
tage Society. It was framed by Glenn 
Gobel, and it can be seen around town 
for the next few weeks. Silent auction 
tickets for this special work will be 
available on the day of the home tour 
in Chautauqua Hall.

Sept. 12-18, 2014
“Little Free Libraries” are popping up 
all over, and it just so happens that 
Charter #14925 is right here in Pacific 
Grove.
Little Free Libraries are meant to 
operate on the honor system. Borrow-
ers choose a book to take home and 
leave a book for the next reader. The 
movement counts as its first example 
a Little Free Library in Hudson, WI built 
to resemble a one-room schoolhouse. 
Inspirations included Carnegie librar-
ies, and don’t we know about that here 
in Pacific Grove, where one of 2,509 
Andrew Carnegie funded is one of the 
few still used as a library. Proponents 
also point to Miss Lutie Stearns, a 
librarian who brought “traveling little 
libraries” to nearly 1400 locations in 

Wisconsin between 1895 and 1914.
•

Dr. Casey Lucius was asked to address 
the group of people from 26 nations who 
gathered at Asilomar Conference Grounds 
for a ceremony which has historically 
taken place in Campbell. She said she was 
honored to have been asked. She spoke of 
service/ contributions, opportunity, and 
action being the pillars of citizenship and 
gave examples from her own life of how 
these pillars are important to the lives of 
every citizen, natural or naturalized. 

“In 1915, President Wilson told a 
new group of new American citizens ‘you 
have vowed loyalty to no one, only to a 
great ideal, to a great body of principles, 
to a great hope of the human race,’” said 
Dr. Lucius.

•
Acrobatics is an ancient art form in 

China. Centuries ago, performers com-
bined dramatic folk arts and variety shows 
with the cultural roots of their civilization, 
and using common objects as stage props, 
created an acrobatic art unique to their 
culture. 

The National Acrobats of the People’s 
Republic of China continue this ancient 
tradition. The troupe’s gymnasts, jugglers, 
cyclists and tumblers combine drama, 
ballet and magic to make contemporary 
performances every bit as thrilling and 
entertaining as they were 3,000 years ago.

•
The Pacific Grove Police Department 
introduced Police Records Supervisor 
Joseph Wilkes and Police Services 
Technician Nancy Anzalone as the 
newest members of the City of Pacific 
Grove Police Department.

•

Sept. 19-25, 2014
Outdoor seating and dining, and on 

a separate but related topic, “parklets,” 
came before the City Council at the Sept. 
17 meeting. A presentation by the new 
Community and Economic Development 
Director, Mark Brodeur, resulted in a 
decision to hold a series of meetings/work-
shops to learn what restauranteurs, busi-
nesses, and the public want. The meetings 
will take place soon, as the Council wants 
to look at it again in early November. 

Brodeur recommended the City 
consider the following aspects of parklet 
design parameters in its deliberations: (1) 
Which streets may have a Parklet. (2) Staff 
recommends a two-part fee: approximately 
$300 in cost-recovery for permit process-
ing and inspection and $100 for a license 
to use the public right of way. (3) Whether 
a limit on the total number of parklets is 
warranted during the pilot program. Staff 
recommends 3 maximum on Lighthouse 
Ave. and 2 maximum on Central Ave. (4) 
Whether a is warranted. Staff suggests a 
post-installation inspection. (5) Whether 
to require neighboring property support. 
Staff recommends neighbor letters. (6) 
Staff recommends no more than two park-
ing spaces be allowed for each parklet at 
this time.

•
Pacific Grove’s Homeless Challenge 

Grant has held its wrap-up -- for now – 
and the grant award decision has been 
made. The committee of Councilmembers 
and City Managers has decided to grant 
$15,000 to the One Starfish Parking Pilot 

program so that it has the funds to get 
started. The program, which locates safe 
places for homeless people, particularly 
women, to park their vehicles overnight 
has already raised a substantial amount of 
money on its own. “We feel this program, 
which has worked well elsewhere, has a 
high probability of working on the Mon-
terey Peninsula also,” said co-instigator 
Rudy Fischer.

A combined grant of $20,000 was 
given to IHelp, The Gathering Place, and 
the Good Samaritan Center in Sand City 
to work collaboratively on projects that 
will benefit women. The coalition also 
provided The Fund for Homeless Women 

a grant of $5,000.
•

Wrestling: Ita Pantilat does it for fun 
and competition. From August 30 to 
September 6 2014, Pantilat competed 
in the World Masters Weightlifting 
Championships in Copenhagen, 
Denmark.
Not only did she take home first place 
for her age and weight class, but she 
also took home the title of Grand Mas-
ter, meaning that she had the highest 
overall score out of any of the women 
who competed, in all age and weight 
classes. Pantilat said that she was 
“surprised and proud” when she found 
out that she was named Grand Master.

•
Dr. Fred Sharpe, principal investiga-

tor for the Alaska Whale Foundation, will 
talk about the northern kin of the hump-
back whales that visit Monterey Bay on 
Thursday, Sept. 25, when he speaks at a 
Pacific Grove meeting of the Monterey 
Bay Chapter of the American Cetacean 
Society.

Sharpe has researched the whales’ 
unique bubble netting for the past 20 years. 
That’s when humpbacks work as teams 
to release air through their blowholes 
to form columns of bubbles to trap and 
“net” groups of herring for lunge feeding. 
Sharpe has found that different whales 
have different specialty tasks and work 
in the same teams for decades, much like 
humans might.

•
Many people want to live in a more 

sustainable way but don’t know where to 
begin. Residents could join neighbors on 
an inspiring and informative self-guided 
tour featuring homes and gardens which 
model energy and water conservation, 
waste reduction, food production and 
more.

A map was available at the Pacific 
Grove Museum of Natural History, corner 
of Forest and Central Avenues in Pacific 
Grove. There was a drawing for prizes. 
The tour and the drawing were free of 
chargeand open to the public. 

Sept. 26-Oct 2, 2014
 An overflow crowd of mostly older 

people attended the recent candidates’ 
forum at the Community Center to hear 
the six candidates for three city council 
seats and two candidates for mayor answer 
questions from the audience.

Each candidate was given time for a 
brief statement, and then questions were 
asked. Each candidatem in rotating order, 
answered all the questions. Questions 
mostly concerned the city’s budget, the 
pension deficit, public works, downtown 

revitalization and the general administra-
tion of the city. There were three questions 
on water and small water projects.

•
On Monday, September 15, 2014, at 

approximately 11:15 p.m., the Monterey 
Fire Department sent a crew to assist in 
fighting of the King Fire which is located 
in El Dorado County. The King Fire is 
burning in steep terrain in the South Fork 
of the American River Canyon and Silver 
Creek Canyon north of the community of 
Pollock Pines. The fire nearly tripled in 
size on Wednesday with a run of over 10 
miles up the Rubicon Canyon towards Hell 
Hole Reservoir.

A 37-year-old man was arrested and 
charged with intentionally igniting the 
massive fire, which has burned 71,000 
acres of Sierra foothills east of Placerville 
while sending up a cloud of smoke visible 
as far as the Bay Area. El Dorado County 
authorities took Wayne Allen Huntsman 
into custody Wednesday on suspicion of 
felony arson and jailed him in lieu of $10 
million bail. The fire comes amid 10 other 
major blazes in the state. With Califor-
nia’s landscape parched after three years 
of drought, officials are worried about a 
fiery fall and have stepped up campaigns 
for fire safety.

•
You won’t want to miss the upcoming 

Great Big Gospel concert to be held on 
September 27 (sponsored by John L. Nash 
Jr. and the Monterey Peninsula Gospel 
Community Choir). This FREE commu-
nity concert will be at First Presbyterian 
Church in Salinas in honor of National 
Gospel Heritage Month (September).

•
It couldn’t have been a better week-
end to be outdoors, especially for 
the competitors in the Triathlon at 
Pacific Grove. Triathletes from all 
over showed up to take part in the 
festivities.

•
Michael Jones (PGHS Clss of 1992) 

submitted a grant proposal to Farmers In-
surance for their Dream Big Challenge, a 
grant that awards $100,000 to school proj-
ect proposals. His grant was the only one 
chosen in California to compete against 
two other proposals in this voting region. 

Jones now works as a teacher in King 
City and wrote his proposal to provide af-
ter- school classes that focus on digital art. 
The proposal provides technology as well 
as funding for staff for the after-school 
and summer sessions. The program will 
include classes for all of the elementary 
school campuses in King City.

•
Will Bullas believes in the fine art of 

fun. And pun. He has built it into a suc-
cessful career using images of animals to 
poke fun at human foibles.

Will and his wife and partner of 40 
years, Claudia, live just down the street 
and across a meadow from their son, 
daughterin- law and two grandchildren, 
ages 7 and 9, in what one might call a scene 
out of Americana. Their daily routine 
involves feeding the Indian runner ducks 
which live nearby in their pond and have 
been the inspiration of many of the humor-
ous animal paintings that have made him 
famous around the world. “Unknown by 
many and loved by so many” is how Will 
refers to this phenomenon.

2014 Year in Review
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April 4-10, 2014 

The 2014 Royal Court of the Feast of 
Lanterns was presented at Canterbury 
Woods on March 27. They are, Olivia 
Caine (Princess Pearl), Caroline Gru-
ber (Princess Turquoise), Ashley Lyon 
(Princess Garnet), Kimberly Huynh 
(Princess Ruby), Minhee Cho (Queen 
Topaz), Catherine Gruber (Princess 
Amethyst). They will be in the Good 
Old Days Parade, along with the 2013 
Royal Court.

•
The Monterey Bay Officers’ Spouses 

Club hosted its Spring Craft Sale Satur-
day, April 12 at the Las Mesa Elementary 
School. Admission is free and door prizes 
will go out to participating attendees. 
There are currently booths available for 
any interested vendors. Please contact 
our Craft Fair committee at craftfair@ 
montereybayosc.com for booth rental 
and more information. Shop for original, 
hand-crafted items from local artisans and 
select goods from home based-business 
owners. This is the perfect opportunity to 
find Easter, Mother’s Day, and graduation 
gifts. Proceeds from this event will go to 
the MBOSC Scholarship Fund and the La 
Mesa Elementary PTA.

•
Ceramic art classes started up at the 

Hilltop Ceramic Studio in Monterey for 
youth and adults. The exciting news is that 
more potters wheels have been delivered! 
Explore the wonderful world of clay with 
instructor and professional ceramic artist, 
Dana Goforth. Learn hand building tech-
niques or work on the wheel. Discover 
unique decoration and glazing methods. 
Emphasis is on developing your personal 
sense of form using fundamental skills. 
This is great fun for creative minds with 
or without clay experience. Beginning 
Monday, April 7, classes are twice a week 
for six weeks. 
The Lattitudes site at Lovers Point 

has been sold. A buyer from out of the 
country, Ostrich Inc., has purchased 
the Lattitudes building and land from 
the Elves family, who have owned it 
for more than 40 years. According to 
the seller’s agent, the buyer paid $2.5 
million cash fand intends to operate it 
as a restaurant.
The nearly 6,700 square foot building 
has been vacant for more than four 
years after Lattitudes closed in 2010. 
Before Lattitudes, the building house 
The Tinnery. At one time, “It was the 
Lovers Point drive-in and had the best 
onion rings in the world,” according to 
a local.

•
The Friends of the Marina Library 

hosted a concert by the Monterey County 
Chapter of Guitars Not Guns on Sat., April 
12, 2014 from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Marina 
Library Community Room, 190 Seaside 
Circle, Marina. Since 2009, the Monterey 

County chapter of Guitars Not Guns has 
taught more than 445 young people to play 
guitar. Students are between the ages of 8 
and 18 and are from throughout Monterey 
County. Classes are free. The organization 
provides guitars for students to use during 
the eight week class session. Those stu-
dents who complete the series of weekly 
lessons are able to keep their instruments.

•
At its last two meetings, the Pacific 

Grove High School Alumni Association 
has reviewed and approved five grant 
requests from various organizations at 
the high school, authorizing more than 
$3,750 for sports, academic, and other 
activities. Grants include $300.00 to the 
high school’s softball team for new arti-
ficial turf, $1,000 to the lacrosse team for 
helmets and other equipment, $1,000 to the 
school’s award-winning Mock Trial Team 
for its upcoming competition, $1000 to 
the school’s Sober Grad Night event, and 
$450 to the Pacific Grove High School 
Choir for registration for a high school 
choir competition in Anaheim.

April 11-17, 2014 

Ruth Welch is a member of quilting, 
wearable art and writing groups. Wall-
hung quilts display her prowess as a 
needlewoman. Ruth shows draperies, 
pillow. She exhibits the sunshine and 
enthusiasm of her youth not only in 
her art, but in every aspect of her life. 

•
Pacific Grove’s mayor, Bill Kampe, 

had four-way heart bypass surgery Tues-
day, April 8. The mayor, who bicycles 
and walks daily, said blockage was found 
during routine checkups in recent weeks 
and the surgery was scheduled. He told us 
that he feels the “city is in good hands” 
between the Mayor Pro Tem Robert Huitt, 
City Manager, staff, and the rest of the 
City Council. His wife, Cheryl, said that 
the surgery went well. 

Mayor Kampe, 69, said that the re-
covery could be as long as eight weeks, 
but that he hopes to be at the May 5 City 
council meeting. As of April 4, he was 
walking around and beginning physical 
therapy, as well as entertaining visitors.

•
More than 25 harbor seal pups have 

been born on Pacific Grove beaches in the 
past few weeks and it looked like there 
would be many more soon. And there 
were. By the end of the season, there was 
a record of more than 80. On the main 
pupping beach at Hopkins Marine Station, 
there were more than 20 births by April 
11since the first successful one on March 
24. In the spillover area at the bottom of 
5th Street, there were at least five since 
the first one.

•
Cedar Street Times published our first 

Summer Camp Guide.
•

PGHS hosted the first annual VAPA 
(visual and performing arts) during the 
week of April 14-18. The campus was 
closed at lunch every day so students could 
engage in art/music related activities. The 
Student Voices talent showcase took place 
on Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Student Union; an art expo was held in the 
library from 3:30-6:00 p.m. on Thursday; 
and the Collaboration of the Arts featuring 
state runner-up poet Haley Walker closed 
our the week long celebration. 

•
Community Hospital introduces its 

new plug-in station for electric vehicles 
with a gas pump hose “cutting” ceremony. 
The station can accommodate five vehicles 
and includes the first “fast charger” in 
Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San Benito 
counties. The station is open to Commu-
nity Hospital staff and volunteers as well 
as the public and will be the charging spot 
for Community Hospital’s newest vehicle, 
a Nissan LEAF. Nissan North America do-
nated the fast charger and will have LEAFs 
available for viewing and test drives.

April 18-24, 2014

In the face of attacks and criticism of 
Pacific Grove Police Chief Vicki Myers, 
City Manager Tom Frutchey – her super-
visor – brought an item to City Council 
on April 16 which expressed support for 
the embattled chief. It passed, with one 
abstention by Dan Miller. Casey Lucius 
said that she didn’t believe it was a matter 
for the particular forum of a city council 
meeting, but supported it. Regarding 
attacks by some media outlets and two 
retired employees, Frutchey said, “The 
information is distorted, outdated, or 
simply inaccurate.” He sought to set the 
record straight, especially for those who 
apparently “believe what they have read 
and heard.”

•
Pacific Grove Community High 

School has been quietly celebrating Earth 
Day every day of the school year, and 
beyond. They’ve outlasted other, larger 
programs and show no signs of slowing 
down. In fact, they are stepping up their 
efforts. 

In 2012, students planted native 
Monterey pines in protective shields. The 
trees outgrew the shields, so the students 
replaced the shields with wire and tree 
poles hoping to provide protection from 
deer and foot traffic for a few years. The 
protective shields were wisely saved as 
the students began their own tree nursery.

•
The Monterey Peninsula Water Man-

agement District (MPWMD) held a Rain-
water Harvesting Class on Sat. May 10 
from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. The free class covered 
general rainwater harvesting informa-
tion in addition to recommendations on 
water management and available rebate 
programs.

April 25-May 1, 2014
The Easter Bunny goes out to Rip Van 

Winkle Park (the dog park on Congress 
near Forest Grove School) and hides plas-
tic Easter eggs filled with doggie treats for 
the patrons to find. This year there were 46. 
Debbie Newell Foord posted, “The Easter 
Bunny does this every year! At least for as 
long as I have had Rocky, who is 7 years 
old!” The Easter Bunny is anonymous, 
and so is the photographer, and we’re 
told they may be related to whomever it 
is that decorates a tree in the dog park at 
Christmas time.

•
District Attorney Dean D. Flippo 

announced April 24 that once-popular 
retired Pacific Grove Police Commander 
John Nyunt has pled guilty to charges of 
making death threats against his estranged 
wife, Kristin, burglary of a business, and 
being an accessory after the fact to a 
crime. Nyunt received a three-year prison 
sentence. 

Kristen Nyunt was arrested in 2012 
and charged with 43 counts of identify 
theft, burglary, and fraud. She stands ac-
cused of burglarizing three homes and 
stealing the identities of several people. 
She alleged soon after that John Nyunt had 
put her up to it, but a judge at the time said 
that the accusation was not an excuse for 
her own culpability.

 •
Peace of Mind Dog Rescue (POMDR) 

will be bringing a dog from Sochi, Russia 
to the Monterey Peninsula to go up for 
adoption. The dog’s name is Cherry and 
she is a 22 pound, 5-year-old mixed breed.

Cherry was trapped to be destroyed 
during the culling of the dogs in Sochi, 
Russia to make way for the Olympics. 
Luckily a kind-hearted citizen sprung her 
from the trap and took her to a makeshift 
animal shelter. Rescue groups from around 
the world are being called upon to help 
take in these displaced dogs.

•

The Chamber of Commerce’s Good 
Old Days was bigger and better than 
ever.

Sally Baho wrote about earth-colored 
Easter eggs.

Just Run! Just Kids 3K welcomed 
3,500 young runners to the annual 
event, part of the Big Sur Marathon.

Dana Goforth’s column, 
Diggin’ It, sometimes 
takes a tongue-in-cheek 
bent. She wrote about 
garden gnomes in April, 
2014.
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May 2-8 2014
Pacific Repertory Theatre, the only 

professional theater on the Monterey 
Peninsula, held its annual Monterey Bay 
SpringFest Arts and Crafts Faire on May 
17 and 18 fat the Monterey State Historic 
Parks Custom House Plaza, at the top of 
Fisherman’s Wharf, in downtown Mon-
terey.

•
The SPCA for Monterey County’s 

19th Annual Wag n’ Walk was Saturday, 
May 3. Walk to end pet homelessness in 
Monterey County by supporting your lo-
cal, independent SPCA. The annual walk 
started at Shoreline Park in Monterey, near 
the Coast Guard Pier. The 2- or 4-mile 
walk began at 9:30. The event included 
great prizes, fun games, entertainment, and 
lots more. Best of all, every step taken and 
every donation raised helped all animals 
in need right here in Monterey County.

•

The Hootenanny, a community sing-
along and open jam celebrated its one 
hundredth session and played favorites 
from folk, blues, gospel, country, and clas-
sic rock. They dedicated this night to Pete 
Seeger, and his efforts to bring harmony 
to the world.

May 9-15, 2014
The Pacific Grove City Council has 

discussed a ban on single-use plastic 
bags a number of times, and once again, 
on May 7, failed to reach a decision. The 
County of Monterey had offered technical 
assistance to prepare a ban ordinance, but 
it was declined. 

Instead, and similar to results after the 
March 6, 2013 City Council meeting, di-
rection was given to staff to come up with 
a draft ordinance for a ban on the bags, 
along with a fee for paper bags similar to 
those charged by Monterey, Carmel, or 
even the County as a whole.

•
The same year, 1886, when Andrew 

Carnegie began making grants, which 
eventually totaled more than $55 million 
through 1919, Pacific Grove established a 
circulating library and community center 
at 165 Fountain. For $1 a year, patrons 
could gather to read and play parlor 
games. It became a free library in 1905, 
and in 1906 the City applied to Andrew 
Carnegie for a $10,000 grant to match its 
own $5,000 and a grant of land from the 
Pacific Improvement Company. 

On Sunday, May 4 at the launch of 
the new Pacific Grove Library Foundation, 
current head librarian, Steven Silveira told 
how recently uncovered papers show the 
correspondence between the Carnegie 
people and Pacific Grove was almost 
comical, with the city insisting that it de-
served a bigger grant than Carnegie was 
offering. Pacific Grove won.

The Pacific Grove Library was be-
gun in 1907. It is the last of the Carnegie 
Libraries still in use as a public library in 
Monterey County.

•

What started as an attempt to keep a 
bunch of her “restless kids” busy one 
summer grew into one of the Feast 
of Lanterns’ most popular events, the 
Pet Parade. In 1952, Ruby Nodilo was 
activities director at Caledonia Park 
when a larger group of kids than in 
past years were spending their sum-
mer afternoons at the Park.Looking for 
an activity that would keep kids of all 
ages occupied, Ruby, with the help of 
the children organized a pet parade. 
They made ribbons out of construc-

tion paper, mapped a parade route, 
and set a date. Children and their pets 
parading around the park seemed an 
innocent enough adventure.

May 16-22, 2014

•
Dogs were left in this parked vehicle 

in Pacific Grove on Tuesday, May 13 and 
were noticed by our photographer. Even 
though it was in partial shade and the 
window was cracked about three inches, it 
was a possibly lethal situation for the dogs. 
A thermometer on the dashboard showed 
just how hot it was: at 100.7 degrees 
outside the hot windshield, it was 120.6 
degrees inside.

•
On Wednesday, May 7, The SPCA for 

Monterey County rescued 14 dogs, four 
very young, tiny puppies and two cats from 
shocking, inhumane conditions in a Pacific 
Grove house in the 400 block of Fountain 
Ave. According to the SPCA, the small 
residence, inhabited by the owner and her 
adult son, was dangerously cluttered with 
piles of clothing, trash and garbage. The 
house was found by first responders to be 
filled with feces and urine. 

All 18 dogs, including four very 
young puppies, were locked in three small 
back rooms, where the overwhelming 
stench of ammonia from urine caused 
difficulty breathing and made humane of-
ficers’ eyes burn. The toxic conditions of 
the home were so extreme and unsafe that 
Pacific Grove Fire Department personnel 
recommended that animal rescuers not 
return inside the house without protective 
equipment due to high levels of ammonia 
gas. During the search of the home some 
doors had to be forced open by rescuers 
because they were blocked by deep piles 
of feces and garbage.

•
Harbor seal pupping along the Pacific 

Grove shoreline has a few weeks to go, 
but it’s already being listed as the most 

successful season since the births started 
alongside the coastal recreation trail in 
1998. There were 90 living pups on one 
day this month in the two rookeries that are 
closely watched, a record that surpassed 
the 87 in 2011.

There are still 60 to 80 pups seen on 
almost any day, depending on the time, 
the level of the tide and the strength of the 
surf. Most of those are on the permanently 
fenced beach at Hopkins Marine Station, 
where 30 pups were still nursing one day 
this week while more than 30 others were 
already weaned and on their own. In the 
temporarily fenced spillover rookery in 
the 5th Street Cove, there were six nursing 
pups and their moms on the sand and rocks 
at that time, along with about 10 juveniles 
and adults, a couple of them still looking 
pregnant.

May 23-29, 2014
On Monday, May 19, at a special 

assembly at Robert Down Elementary 
School, Miztli Corona proudly presented 
a certificate of appreciation, made out 
to Robert Down School, to Mrs. Linda 
Williams from President Abel Torres, the 
village president of El Limón in Jalisco, 
Mexico recognizing the both Robert Down 
and Pacific Grove communities’ generous 
support for Miztli’s project to rebuild the 
walls of a local kindergarten.

Pacific Grove Heritage Homes Pres-
ervation Award was bestowed on 520 
Ninth Street. Owner: Christine Crozier. 
Designer/Contractor: Mark Travaille, 
Travaille Brothers and Others

•
On May 14, a Pebble Beach security 

guard was conducting a vehicle check on 
17 Mile Drive when he noticed his own 
property in the back of a pickup truck. It 
had apparently been stolen from the Car-
mel Valley area. He attempted to detain the 
two people in the truck, the female driver 
backed into him and drove away. 

The security guard was not seriously 
injured and was able to identify the female 
driver. The Sheriff’s office is now seeking 
the female, Rosamaria Best, age approxi-
mately 40, of Prunedale. She is 5’4”, 200 
pounds, with brown eyes and green hair. 
The male passenger ,about 30 years old, 
is about 5’7”, 180 pounds, with black eyes 
and brown hair. The vehicle is a 1995 Ford 
pickup truck, tan in color, license plate 
number 16820F1.

Stillwell Children’s Pool
Opens!

@ Lovers Point
May 23 - September 1

Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays
(+ Labor Day)
Noon-4:30 PM

Monday-Thursday
(starting June 9)

2:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Weekdays - $2.00 per person
Weekends - $4.00 per person•

•
Imagine chatting it up with Steven 

Jobs, like Pacific Grove Unified School 
District Superintendent Ralph Porras got 
to do (right) when fourth graders at Robert 
Down School set up their annual Famous 
Persons Day. Who would you choose to 
talk with? More importantly, who would 

Gary Kildall was a tech genius who 
lived in Pacific Grove. His innovations 
skyrocketed to millions in sales and the 
devotion of masses for his innovation 
and vision to see what will be the basic 
way computers operate even today. 
Unfortunately, Gary passed away in 
1994 and never saw the wonders of 
Wi-Fi, true tablet computers, and smart 
phones that distract us for hours with 
Flappy Birds and Angry Birds.
April 25  a commemoration of Kildall’s 
development with an unveiling of a 
commemorative plaque at 801 Light-
house Avenue site was held.

Ken Krings is part of the neighborhood 
group which, each spring, cleans up 
the Magic Carpet on Ocean View Blvd. 
Trash and landscape maintenance, 
including pulling weeds and edging 
the ice plant is all part of the job, along 
with a healthy dose of fellowship. The 
ice plant at Perkins Park is world-
famous; less so is Hayes Perkins, the 
self-effacing man who originall less 
so is Hayes Perkins, the self-effacing 
man who originally planted the seaside 
garden when he retired here in 1943. 

Panetta Lecture: Role of Government
in Dealing with Depressions, Wars,
Equality and Poverty L-R Senator Alan 
Simpson, Mrs.Sylvia Panetta, Con-
gressman Barney Frank and Secretary 
Panetta.

Robyn Hutman, filming in Aiselukhar-
ka, Nepal for her feature-length docu-
mentary, “Searching for Nepal.” She 
used a “Kickstarter” campaign to get 
started.

50 years ago a few ladies in the Mon-
terey area wanted to get together to 
sing…..just for fun. They met in each
other’s homes for a while. Then they 
began to grow in numbers and popu-
larity. Eventually the City of Monterey 
Parks and Recreation Department 
took them on and became the spon-
sor of The Monterey Choraleers. Now 
numbering over 250 gals through 
the years, the current group consists 
of about 25 ladies that still meet on 
Monday afternoons at Monterey’s 
Hilltop Center. They range in age from 
50 to 90.



Page 12 • CEDAR STREET Times  • December 19, 2014 

2014 Year in Review

MORE NEXT WEEK

you choose to study, and then portray, even 
if it’s only for one day? 

Students chose a famous person, 
dead or alive, and learned about them so 
that they could share with others as fel-
low students and others got to see them 
in action. Whether it was a sports hero 
or a favorite guitarist, a Supreme Court 
Justice or an actress, they worked hard 
and deserve acclaim.

•
Chapman Caddell, a sophomore at 

Stevenson School in Pebble Beach, par-
ticipated in the 2014 Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair (IISEF) and 
emerged with the Physics and Astronomy 
“Best of Category” Award. Caddell com-
peted against 1,800 students from more 
than 70 countries, regions and territories. 
He interacted with students and scientists, 
including Nobel Laureates, and underwent 
eight hours of interviews with 21 judges, 
most of whom were physicists from 
around the world.

•

•
One of the nation’s top marine biolo-

gists, Steve Palumbi, will discuss his new 
book, The Extreme Life of the Sea, when 
he speaks to the Monterey Bay Chapter 
of the American Cetacean Society on 
Thursday, May 29. The program begins 
at 7:30 p.m. in The Boat Works building 
at Hopkins Marine Station, 120 Ocean 
View Blvd., Pacific Grove. It is free and 
open to the public.

June 6-12, 2014
“It ain’t over ‘til it’s over,” as Yogi 

Berra said, but even though some 22,969 
mail ballots and ballots delivered to poll-
ing places remain to be hand-counted, it’s 
probably over for Measure O. Supporters 
of the initiative, which would require 
a study into public ownership of water 
for a great portion of Monterey County, 
are looking at the figures and conceding 
defeat. 

Public Water Now co-founder George 
Riley, the driving force behind Measure O, 
said that he and Ron Cohen, Public Water 
Now’s president, are likely going to close 
it down soon and will not pursue public 
water for a while yet. “We made a sizable 
impact,” he said. “There’s a legitimate 
question on public ownership” he added, 
and said that there will continue to be 
a watchdog faction. keeping an eye on 

California American Water.
Wednesday, June 4, at about 2:15 
p.m., a 1997 Lincoln Town Car driven 
by Bert Mendelsohn of San Diego 
ran into the Coldwell Banker Real 
Estate office at 650 Lighthouse Ave. 
It appears he lost control, jumped the 
curb, struck a pole and crossed the 
sidewalk, coming to rest several feet 
inside the building. 
The passenger, Lottie Mendelsohn, 
93, had minor injuries and was trans-
ported to CHOMP as a precaution. 
Neither Mr. Mendelsohn nor their blind 
dog, which was in the car, was injured. 
It is not known when the business will 
reopen. Monterey Fire, Pacific Grove 
Police, and an ambulance responded.

A fund-raising brunch to benefit the 
Feast of Lanterns was set for Sunday, 
June 22, at the Beach House restaurant at 
Lovers Point. The $50-a-person brunch 
was the kick-off to the Feast of Lanterns 
season. Only 100 tickets were sold for the 
event, which also included silent and live 
auctions. Tickets and more information 
are available at Pacific Grove Travel, 593 
Lighthouse Ave., 373-0631. The Feast of 
Lanterns is always the last weekend in 
July, this year July 23-27.

June 13-19, 2014
The Pacific Grove Unified School 

District held two discussions and public 
hearings on the 2014-2015 school district 
budget on Tuesday, June 3 and Thursday, 
June 5, finally passing the budget without 
fanfare at the June 5 meeting. No public 
comments were offered at either meeting.

•

Dr. Karin Forney, research biologist 
with the Marine Mammal and Turtle Divi-
sion of NOAA’s Southwest Fisheries Sci-
ence Center in Santa Cruz, discussed the 
latest attempts to reduce human impacts 
on whales, dolphins and porpoises on 
June 26, when she spoke to the Monterey 
Bay Chapter of the American Cetacean 
Society. The program was free and open 
to the public. 

Federal scientists have surveyed 

marine mammals within the California 
Current ecosystem since 1991 to estimate 
populations and monitor trends. They have 
developed methods to assess localized 
impacts from naval activities, ships, fish-
ing bycatch and energy development, and 
have provided models to the U.S. Navy 
and other ocean users to try to mitigate 
potential harm.

June 20-26, 2014
At their budget meeting on Tuesday, 

June 10, the Carmel City Council made 
Carmel the fourth city to sign on to the 
Pacific Grove Homeless Challenge Grant. 
Carmel joins Pacific Grove, Monterey, and 
Sand City in allocating money to identify 
and fund longterm programs to reduce 
homelessness on the Monterey Peninsula. 

The 2013 Monterey County Homeless 
Census and Survey concluded that there 
are 2,590 homeless people in Monterey 
County. Of that amount, 1,244 of them 
(almost half) live in the Peninsula cities.

•
Downtown business owners, by 

and large members of the Business Im-
provement District, met in an informal 
atmosphere on June 17 to discuss issues 
they confront which are peculiar to doing 
business in downtown Pacific Grove. They 
also offered suggestions as to what, if any-
thing, the City could or would do to make 
downtown more successful. Present were 
a mix of restaurateurs, merchants, office 
and gallery owners as well as the Pacific 
Grove Museum of Natural History, the 
motorcycle museum, and this newspaper, 
as well as Mayor Bill Kampe, Mayor Pro 
Tem Robert Huitt, City Manager Tom 
Frutchey and Moe Ammar of the Chamber 
of Commerce.

• 
A citizen phoned in a suspicious item 

they saw in a flower bed on the bike trail 
along Ocean View Blvd., near the intersec-
tion with 10th Street at about 7:00 p.m. 
on June 17. Officers were dispatched and 
found what appeared to be a homemade 
explosive device. The area was cordoned 
off from Monterey Street to 8th St. on 
Ocean View Blvd. 

The Monterey County Sheriff’s Bomb 
Squad retrieved the item using a remote 
controlled robot, which fired a charge and 
destroyed the possible bomb. Fragments 
were collected and will be analyzed, ac-
cording to Pacific Grove Police Depart-
ment Cdr. Cassie McSorley. That may 
take several weeks. Cdr. McSorley said 
that all indications are that it was, in fact, 
a pipe bomb.

•
Tom and Ali Radcliffe are living their 

dream right here in Pacific Grove. The 
owners of Stone’s Pet Store are opening 
their first Stone’s Pet Wash now on David 
Avenue, right around the corner from 
their shop. Complete with five washing 
bays, pet shampoos, towels, Earth Bath 
products, blow dryers, all eco-friendly and 

Skye-Marie McKenna Jensen of Pa-
cific Grove was presented with her ap-
pointment to the United States Coast 
Guard Academy. From left to right are: 
Paul Tanks, MHS NJROTC Senior 
Naval Science Instructor; Carl Morello, 
Coast Guard Academy Admissions 
Partner; and Master Sergeant David 
Duffield, MHS NJROTC Naval Science 
Instructor. The awards ceremony took 
place at Monterey High School on May 
23, 2014.

non allergenic... and ready for your pets. 
The grand opening is scheduled for June 
28 from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. and will feature 
a “doggie ice cream social” plus treats for 
every pet wash. There will be giveaways 
and special promotions announced during 
the day of celebration.

June 27-July 3, 2014

Judge Thomas Wills has found for the 
City of Pacific Grove in its countersuit to 
the suit brought against it by Sally Jean 
Aberg, Frances Grate and Daniel Davis 
(Aberg, et al v. City of Pacific Grove) 
concerning the “Citizen’s Initiative Pe-
tition,” which attempted to rescind the 
City’s adoption of an ordinance in 2002 
which gave “3 @ 50” retirement to safety 
personnel.

On Jan. 21, 2014, the judge had ruled 
that the City was bound to place the initia-
tive on the November, 2014 ballot but he 
made it clear that he would not resolve 
the entire matter until the question of the 
City’s request for a declaratory ruling as 
to the legality of the recession of “3@50” 
was settled. Also taken into consideration 
was the related Pacific Grove Police Of-
ficers Association suit against the City in 
which Judge Wills had ruled that contrac-
tual rights to a pension are vested.

•
The Carmel City Council has entered 

into an agreement with Green Waste Re-
covery of San Jose for collection of solid 
waste, recycling and organics in the city 
for a 15-year term beginning July 1, 2015. 
Council members unanimously approved 
the contract during a special single-issue 
City Council meeting on Tuesday, June 17, 
in the City Hall council chambers. Waste 
Management Inc., which was the other fi-
nalist in this process, has held the contract 
with Carmel for many years.

•
A four-day police crackdown on 

drunk and drugged drivers starts on Thurs-
day, July 3, and continues until midnight 
Sunday, July 6, in Monterey County and 
San Benito County.

California Highway Patrol command-
ers in the Gilroy-Hollister, King City and 
Monterey squads will send out all avail-
able officers during the entire Indepen-
dence Day weekend.

•
Kevin Phillips, partner at The Beach 

House on Lovers Point, found himself 
in the midst of royalty of the Feast of 
Lanterns sort as he hosted a brunch and 
silent/ live auction to benefit the Feast of 
Lanterns. Babz Sayer, featured artist at 
Tessuti Zoo, along with Emily Owens, 
Tessuti Zoo owner, enjoyed the festivities 
with other friends in appropriate headgear. 
Feast of Lanterns execs Joni Birch, current 
president, and Marabee Boone, past presi-
dent.  Sold-out crowd applauded auction 
activities. The Beach House also brought 
in acoustic guitar players and donated a 
coveted “ringside” table for the night of the 
Pageant, July 27 to be auctioned to lucky 
bidder Debby Beck of Sotheby’s.

On Friday, May 28, 15 students gradu-
ated from Pacific Grove Community 
High School. They are, in alphabetical 
order: Arturo Acevedo Diaz, Eric An-
thony Amorin, Timothy Edward Avila,
Jasmine Erlinda Bixler, Edison Hiroto 
Cho, Zachary James Daubs, Ashley 
Morgan Dinkel, Molly Jean Han-
son, Trina Corinna Mamaia, Johna-
thon Daniel Mares, Steven Jonathan 
Moore, Juan Daniel Morales Martinez, 
Alexander Dean Clark Paulsell, and 
Joseph Mario.

Brandt’s Cormorants are currently 
nesting near the Coast Guard Pier in 
Monterey, where this mother bird was 
photographed by Marge Brigadier. 
Cormorants feed on small fish and can 
dive some 40 feet to the sea floor in 
search of dinner. This bird exhibits the 
blue throat of breeding season.

Pacific Grove residents Linda and Jim 
Pagnella and Susie Joyce were among 
more than 80 CERT members who 
responded to a drill on Sat., June 21.
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Jan. 3-9 2014
The County Board of Supervisors has 

been accused of violating the Brown Act 
in its closed-door meetings concerning 
performance evaluations of David Char-
davoyne, general manager of the Monterey 
County Water Resource Agency. It would 
appear that, after seven closed-door ses-
sions on the matter, employee evaluation 
is not at all what they were talking about. 
It was water. Specifically, it was about 
the sale of water from the Salinas River 
Watershed to California American Water, 
among others.

•
Central Coast Art Association artists 

Sarah Leonard, Heidi McGurrin and Julie 
Heilman hosted a reception to open an 
exhibit of their work from 5-7  p.m. on Fri-
day, January 10 at the Sally Griffin Center. 

These three artists present a wide 
array of vivid images in two dimensional 
media. Sarah Leonard has worked and 
taught youth in graphic design, stained 
glass and printing, but now specializes in 
a humorous eye toward animals, gardens 
and food using acrylic paints. A profes-
sional photographer, Heidi McGurrin 
Above: “She Phoenix” – mixed media 
by Heidi McGurrin emphasizes energetic 
human contact through strong, colorful 
images in mixed media. Julie Heilman is 
known locally as a teacher of art to chil-
dren through the Pacific Grove Art Center. 

DUI suspects killed no one over the 
20-day Avoid the 20 crackdown on the 
crime in Monterey and San Benito coun-
ties. The enhanced enforcement ended at 
midnight on New Year’s Day. 

Officers and deputies arrested 120 
DUI suspects since the enforcement event 
began on Dec. 13, up eight percent from 
last year’s total of 111. This brings the 
DUI arrest total to 2,089 since Avoid the 
20 began eight years ago.

Jan. 10-16, 2014 
Dan Presser, owner of Four Winds 

Travel in Carmel, will speak on “Searching 
for My Roots in Ukraine” at Wednesday’s 
(Jan. 8) meeting of the Double Nickels & 
Up Lunch Club at Good Shepherd Episco-
pal Church, 301 Corral de Tierra Road in 
Corral de Tierra. A catered lunch will be 
served at noon in the church parish hall, 
301 Corral de Tierra Road, followed by 
the program. 

•
On December 21 and 22 Monterey 

Fire Department personnel along with 
volunteers and the Kiwanis helped locate 
needy families, collect and wrap toys then 
distribute the toys to families in Pacific 
Grove, which included more than 100 
children. There were a total of more than 
240  gifts distributed on the Monterey Pen-
insula. A big “thank you” to the residents 

of the Peninsula who donated the toys and 
to the volunteers who assisted to help make 
this a successful event.

 

Steven Packer, MD, president/CEO of 
Community Hospital, center, receives 
a $200,000 check from Auxiliary 
members, from left, Jane Roberts, 
Chuck Wash, Mary Castagna, Aux-
iliary president, Lisa Sargisson, and 
Barbara Furtado. 

A targeted effort to improve care of 
older adults while they are in the hospital 
has received a $200,000 contribution from 
the Auxiliary of Community Hospital of 
the Monterey Peninsula, completing a 
five-year, $1 million pledge by the service 
organization. The Auxiliary’s gift supports 
Nurses Improving Care for Healthsystem 
Elders (NICHE), a program created at 
New York University College of Nursing 
and subsequently adopted at more than 
500 hospitals and healthcare facilities 
throughout North America.

•
Paper Wing Theatre held auditions for 

its 2014 season on Saturday and Sunday, 
January 11 and 12 at 11 a.m. at the theatre. 
Appointments are available, but walk ins 
are also welcomed. Actors will be asked 
to cold read from the script of choice. All 
experience levels are invited and no previ-
ous experience is necessary.

Shows for the season include:“A 
Tribute to ‘Oh Brother, Where Art Thou?’” 
All ages are needed for this play. “Three 
Guys in Drag Selling Their Stuff”; three 
men aged 35 and above are needed.  “Jesus 
Hates Me”; four men and two women are 
required. “The Lyons”; two women and 
three men are needed. “Reservoir Dogs” 
will require eight men and one woman. 
“Nerve” calls for two actors, one a man 
and one a woman. “Salome”; all ages over 
18 are needed. “1984” can use actors of all 
ages over 15. “Rocky Horror”; auditions 
will be held at a later date. 

•
Public Water Now, the local grass-

roots organization established in early 
2013 to create public ownership of the 
Monterey Peninsula water system, has 
announced that it has surpassed the num-
ber of valid signatures required to put its 
public ownership initiative on the June 
2014 ballot.

Jan. 17-23, 2014

Recently the city has proposed that 
the contract for waste collection be put out 
for bid. Waste Management returned with 
an annual rate of $3.9 million to provide 
the services to Pacific Grove residents. 
A good price to be sure, but then things 
got interesting. Green Waste Recovery of 
San Jose has submitted a bid of their own. 
They have offered to begin collection for 
Pacific Grove residents in the same way 
as Waste Management does for $3.6 mil-
lion, a significant savings to the city and 
therefore the residents.

Many Pacific Grove residents re-
ceived a note from their Waste Manage-
ment driver this week conveying the 
news of their possible replacement. Some 
residents have interpreted this to mean 
that their friendly drivers are likely to be 
replaced. Green Waste has in the past, and 
promises in this case, to hire drivers who 
already know the area. Union representa-
tives have presented a letter to the city 
stating that the drivers they represent will 
indeed be hired by Green Waste due to 
their extensive knowledge of the area and 
their service to residents of Pacific Grove. 
As a result, the only changes to waste col-
lection will be the name on the truck and 
the cost to the city.

Attorney Pamela Silkwood, repre-
senting the Salinas Valley Water Coalition 
and Ron Chesshire, delivered a demand 
at its Jan. 14 meeting that the Monterey 
County Board of Supervisors cease and 
desist illegal conduct – violation of the 
Brown Act – and a Public Records Act 
request for records of certain actions taken 
behind closed doors. The letter she deliv-
ered also requested that all future closed 
sessions be video recorded so as to protect 
the County against future allegations of 
violations of the Brown Act. Recently, 
Ron Chesshire, a union official, made 
public evidence of Brown Act violations 
on the part of the Board of Supervisors, 
done when they allegedly conducted per-
formance evaluations of Monterey County 
Water Resources Agency general manager 
David Chardavoyne on Nov. 5. 

•
At its January 9 meeting, the Pacific 

Grove High School Alumni Association 
installed its 2014 officers and directors. 
Officers include Beth Penney, class of 
1973, president; Edie Adams McDon-
ald, class of 1956, vice president; Patty 
Fifer Keiffer, class of 1960, recording 
secretary; Donna Murphy, class of 1979, 
corresponding secretary; and Erin Langton 
Field, class of 1971, treasurer. In addition, 
Ike Smith, class of 1961; Sheri Stillwell 
Hauswirth, class of 1971; Phil Nash, class 
of 1988; Mike Bowhay, class of 1956; 
Les Field, class of 1972; Nancy Fowlston 
Lenno, class of 1962; and John Amor, 
class of 1964, were named to the board of 
directors. The 24-member PGHSAA board 
meets seven times each year to manage the 
Association’s business, consider requests 
from the high school for funding, award 
scholarships to graduating Pacific Grove 
High School students, and plan activities. 

On Sat., Jan. 11 Pacific Grove Mason-
ic Lodge 331 held an officer installation 
ceremony jointly with Monterey Lodge 
217. The ceremony, which was open to the 
public, was held at the PG Masonic Lodge 
across from the post office. The following 
officers and their positions were installed 
in the Pacific Grove Lodge: 

Kurt Ferguson, PM, Worshipful Mas-
ter; Justin Gutfeld, Senior Warden; Mark 
Burger Junior Warden; Ronald Chambliss, 
PM, Treasurer; David Salinger, PM, 
Secretary; Herschel R. Amos, PM, Chap-
lain; Tom J. Thiel, Senior Deacon; Ken 
Muscutt, Junior Deadon; Kenneth Cuneo, 
Marshall; Aaron Cullor, Senior Steward; 
Jason M. Walters, Junior Steward; Bennie 
W. Cooper, PM,Tiler. The “PM” designa-
tion denotes a past master. 

The Pacific Grove Masonic Lodge has 
contributed to the City of Pacific Grove 
over the past 117 years in various ways, 
most recently in hosting a spaghetti feast 
which raised more than $5,000 for the 
Stilwell Children’s Pool. The Lodge estab-
lished scholarships for worthy PGHA stu-
dents. During Good Old Days, the Lodge 
held a child identification program to help 
protect children from abductions. Masons 
do not actively recruit new members; 
rather individuals seek out membership 
by contacting a Mason. 2 B 1 Ask 1. For 
more infroramtion about the Pacific Grove 
Masonic Lodge or about Freemasonry 
please call 831-649-1834.

A large group showed up on Saturday, 
January 11 to take part in the opening 
of the newly constructed Pacific Grove 
High School pool. PG High School 
Principal Matt Bell led the festivities. 
Representatives of the Pacific Grove 
Unified School District Board and the 
PG High swim team ceremonially 
poured jugs of water saved from the 
old pool into the new water before 
members of the swim team dove in to 
be the first to swim in the long-awaited 
pool. 
The Monterey Bay Swim Club was also 
in attendance and became the second 
group to enter the pool, along with a 
few brave residents, including school 
board member John Paff. 
By the time the old Chester Aluminum 
Pool was torn down it was one of 
only two left in the western part of the 
United States.

On Friday January 10 from 7-9 p.m. 
the Pacific Grove Art Center hosted 
an opening reception for January’s 
exhibits. Above, Central Coast painter 
Lee Lawson creates soft, approach-
able dreamscapes that echo a deep 
knowing of the heart’s inner landscape.

Director of Public Works/Community 
Development Mike Zimmer has an-
nounced his retirement. His last day
was Jan. 17. Dan Gho stepped up to 
the duties in Public Works.

Cinderella, and certainly Peter, Peter 
Pumpkin Eater would relish this fresh 
salad made with ingredients from the 
Pacific Grove Farmers’ Market. Sally 
Baho presented the salad recipe in her 
column this month.

Assemblymember Mark Stone (DMon-
terey Bay) has introduced Assembly 
Bill 1504, legislation that would protect 
wildlife and preserve California’s coast 
and waterways by banning cigarette 
filters. Filters, commonly known as 
cigarette butts, are a costly and 
prevalent source of litter in California 
communities and recreational areas.
Though the legislation did not pass, 
it had wide support and has been 
reintroduced.

2014 Year in Review
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Jan. 24-30, 2014
The Pacific Grove City Council voted 

Jan. 15 to enter negotiations with the top 
two golf course management candidates 
which responded to the Request for Pro-
posals to determine whether or not to enter 
into a modified management agreement 
with one or the other. An option is also 
available to enter into a longer-term lease 
for the operations and maintenance of 
the Pacific Grove Golf Links. Faced with 
declining usage of the Pacific Grove Golf 
Links and thus revenue from this asset, 
the City of Pacific Grove has attempted 
various management strategies to run the 
Links more effectively on behalf of the 
citizens but a combination of factors still 
leaves the City’s jewel in financial trouble. 
Following the report and recommenda-
tions of Golf Convergence in 2011, many 
of that company’s suggestions were imple-
mented, including rate revisions, market-
ing strategies, and employee reductions. 

 

Dubbing it a “complex matter,” Judge 
Thomas Wills on Tues., Jan. 21 set a date 
of June 26 for the declaratory relief hear-
ing requested by the City of Pacific Grove 
in the matter of Aberg v. City of Pacific 
Grove. The plaintiffs, Sally Aberg, Dan 
Davis and Frances Grate filed a writ of 
mandate against the City to force the City 
to place the matter of the citizens’ initiative 
concerning police department pensions on 
the ballot. The initiative met the number 
requirements to be placed on the ballot. 

•
In another case filed by the PG Police 

Officers Association Wills earlier in 2013 
ruled that a different citizens’ initiative 
to not be constitutional, affirming City 
Attorney David Laredo’s opinion that the 
city charter states that matters of salary and 
pension are not up to the citizens to decide. 
Laredo had suggested Measure R, which 
would have made changes to the charter 
as a potential effort to make the initiative 
legal, but Wills ruled that the results of 
Measure R were also illegal. For the cur-
rent initiative, the City requested declara-
tory relief after consulting with municipal 
law attorney Michael Colantuono, hoping 
for a ruling in plenty of time to put the 
matter on the November ballot should that 
be the decision of the judge. 

Jan. 31-Feb. 6, 2014
Assistant School Superintendent Rick 

Miller presented a summary of California 
Governor Jerry Brown’s 2014-2015 bud-
get proposal to the Pacific Grove Unified 
School District Board at the Board’s 
regular meeting, held January 16 at Com-
munity High School. The proposal, Miller 
said, is the first official announcement of 
the state budget for the coming fiscal year 
and will be revised in May to provide 
more detail. 

“School districts,” Miller said, “watch 
closely for the release of these documents 
and use them as the basis for developing 
their own district plans.” He stressed that 
many of the budget’s details, such as the 
Local Control Funding Formula, have no  
bearing on the local district’s funding, 
sincefunding here comes entirely from 
property tax revenues and fluctuates as 
property tax revenues fluctuate. The LCFF 
proposes an expected 10.9 percent increase 
in funding next year for  districts affected 
by the formula, and provides higher in-
creases for districts with a large number of 
English language learners and low-income 
families. The state will also begin  paying 
back cash deferrals which have been im-
posed over the last several years for those 
schools affected by the formula. 

•
On Jan. 21, Don Wobber was sung 

into the next world by Threshold Singers. 
He had been in declining health. Don may 
be best known locally as a jade sculptor, 
having a number of pieces on display, 
notably at Artisana Gallery, as well as a 
large piece at the Pacific Grove Museum 
of Natural History. He set a record for 
the largest piece of Big Sur jade — 9,000 
pounds — ever recovered from the ocean. 
That piece is on display at the Oakland 
Museum. He is also widely known for 
discovering, and filming underwater, the 
social interactions of starfish. He is sur-
vived by two sons and his wife, Donna. 

•
Sarah DeLoach, majoring in general 

studies from Pacific Grove, has earned a 
spot on the list for excellence in academics 
at Georgia Southern University.

Feb. 7-13, 2014

Kitchen improvements, including the 
long-awaited regulation hood and a new 
stove/oven combo, as well as other repairs 
are being undertaken at venerable Chau-
tauqua Hall. Dan Gho from Public Works 
says they are also working on the floors, 
the walls, and the counters in the more 
than 100-yearold landmark building. Go 
ahead and book your wedding reception 
through City Hall.

 •
Joe Fillmore’s Eagle Scout project 

involved nearly 80 people and months of 
organizing before they took spade to dirt 

at Veterans Memorial Park in Monterey. 
He dreamed up the project in May, 2013, 
got approval from his Troop (132) and the 
scouting board, including Mike Djubacek 
of Rapid Printers, and began working to 
see the project through. 

Joe did a landscaping project, planting 
drought-resistant plants. He researched 
what would be needed down to the finest 
detail, and began working on permission 
from the rangers, looking for donations, 

and lining up volunteers. He gathered 
information on how to do the fund-raising 
and asking for suggestions on how to 
complete the actual work. Joe had every 
detail worked out, down to reflector vests 
for volunteers who helped direct traffic 
around the work area to prevent car vs. 
volunteer accidents. 

Feb. 14-20, 2014
 Boston got nuthin’ on Pacific Grove. 

Not marathons, not pops orchestras. The 
32 members of the new Pacific Grove 
music group can attest to that.

•
Conductor Barbara Priest saw a need 

for the orchestra when, due to rescheduling 
at the middle school, some young students 
could not get into advanced orchestra 
and band classes, “We wanted to give 
them a place to play,” she said. So the 
orchestra was formed in December, 2013 
and began practicing a diverse program 
of what are termed a “pops” repertoire, 
including popular music and familiar clas-
sical pieces. Pieces might include movie 
themes, television, and even video game 
themes as well as familiar pieces like “The 
1812 Overture.”

•
On Wed., Feb. 6, a motorist in a van 

struck and knocked over a fire hydrant 
near 17th and Laurel Streets in Pacific 
Grove. The result was a geyser which 
spewed water into the air...and the gutter. 
Pacific Grove Police responded at 12:54 
p.m. as did Monterey Fire Department 
and, within the hour, California American 
Water. The hydrant was capped and the 
spill controlled, but not before it created 
a number of problems “downstream.” “An 
incident like that creates what we call a 
‘hard pull’ on the system,” said Luke Gi-
anni of Cal-Am. “The reult is that residual 
sediment is forced through the pipes due to 
the increase pressured cause by the draw 
on the line.” And hundreds of customers 
downhill of the event may have experi-
enced discolored — and frighteningly so 
— water coming from their home spigots 
and welling in their toilets. “We tested it 
for bacteria,” said Gianni. “There was no 
health risk.” 

Pacific Grove High School’s Mock Trial 
Team bested Carmel High School and 
Palma High School to become the 

winners of the 2013/2014 Monterey 
County Mock Trial Competition, for the 
third year in a row.

•
On Fri., Feb. 7 at approximately 5:40 

a.m., the Pacific Grove Police Depart-
ment and the Monterey Fire Department 
responded to a traffic collision at the cor-
ner of 14th Street and Lighthouse Ave. in 
Pacific Grove. 

A small garbage truck had been pick-
ing up a dumpster when the dumpster 
came loose from the truck and began to 
roll downhill, northbound on 14th Street. 
The driver jumped out hoping to stop the 
dumpster but he forgot to put the truck in 
park. The truck began to roll downhill, 
too, and veered onto the sidewalk where 
it struck two parked cars and a house. It 
then struck an SUV that was parked in the 
driveway of another house, which pushed 
the SUV into that house. 

•
Six Awards of Excellence will be 

presented to business people at the Pa-
cific Grove Chamber of Commerce’s 
93rd Annual Membership Luncheon on 
Fri., March 14, at the Inn at Spanish Bay. 
Featured speaker will be San Jose Mayor 
Chuck Reed, who will talk about his 
proposed Pension Reform Act of 2014 to 
allow cities, counties and other govern-
mental agencies to control skyrocketing 
retirement costs.

Feb. 21-27, 2014
With the last-minute agreement of the 

General Employees Association (GEA) 
and Management Employees Association 
(ME), the City Council voted Wed., Feb. 
19 to approve  a contract with CourseCo 
to manage the Pacific Grove Golf Links. 
A 10-year lease with two five-year options 
will be signed. CourseCo, according to the 
agenda report, played a significant role in 
gaining the agreement of the unions to sup-
port their lease. Important parts included:

Pacific Grove High School World 
Language Project held its annual Taco 
dinner and Silent Auction fundraisers to 
provide an opportunity of a lifetime for the 
students of Pacific Grove High School’s 
French and Spanish Clubs European trip 
that will take the students on tours of Paris, 
Biarritz, Madrid, Barcelona, Pamplona, 
and San Sebastian to name just a few cities. 
The trip is not offered every year, because 
of the expense, but every other year to 
allow the group to hold fundraisers, work 
part time jobs and raise funds. 

•
Officer Brian Gorman has been se-

lected as the 2013 Pacific Grove Police 
Officer of the Year. Officer Gorman was 
selected by his peers for his dedication, 
commitment, integrity, teamwork and 
service. In addition to his service to the 
Pacific Grove community, Officer Gorman 
recently   returned from active military 
duty during which he distinguished him-

Go team, go...to Australia. Breaker 
girls basketball began raising funds for 
a  tournament trip in June 2014.

With California facing water shortfalls 
in the driest year in recorded state his-
tory, a rain dance event was organized 
by Sally Hance Sirocky and Patricia 
Hamilton. It was held during the weekly 
farmers market, and people danced, 
chanted, and beat drums to entice 
the rain. Joyce Day Meuse, led the 
rain dance.

Pacific Grove is home to SmoothJazz.
com, the number one Internet radio 
station for smooth jazz in the world. 
With more than 49 million monthly 
tune-ins from all over the globe, 10 
million fans reached each week on 
Facebook and over a million You Tube
views, SmoothJazz.com has become 
a multi-media powerhouse in the mu-
sic business.
SmoothJazz.com was founded by 
Sandy Shore of PG, above interview-
ing saxophonist Candy Dulfer.

All Saints’ students followed the excite-
ment of alumna Brita Sigorney’s way 
to Sochi through her dad’s stories and 
reports during morning Chapel.
All Saints’ Athletic Director Thad 
Sigourney and his wife Julie went 
to Sochi, Russia, to cheer on their 
daughter Brita in the XXII Olympic 
Winter Games. 
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self by earning the Bronze Star. “Officer 
Gorman has distinguished himself as a 
very good officer and an excellent person 
with a tremendous work ethic. He is very 
deserving of this honor,” said Police Chief 
Vicki L. H. Myers.

Officer Gorman will be formally 
recognized at the Monterey County Peace 
Officers 43rd Annual Peace Officer of the 
Year Awards Dinner on Fri., Feb. 21.

•
The Forest Theatre Guild is delighted 

to announce its newly elected serving 
board of directors. 

Steve Retsky will serve as president. 
Carrie Glenn will serve as Vice President 
and Lenora Carey will serve as treasurer. 
Crystal Honn will serve as secretary. 

Returning board members also in-
clude Joseph Bryant, III, William Birch 
and Brian Fulmer.

At the end of the last term the board 
of directors appointed a new executive 
director, YvonneHildebrand-Bowen. 

The Guild also welcomes the ad-
dition of Charlotte Hirahara as its new 
bookkeeper. The board of directors and 
members of the Forest Theatre Guild are 
excited for the upcoming season and look 
forward to getting down to the business 
of playing. For further information, please 
call 831-626-1681 or visit their website at 
www. ForestTheatreGuild.org

Feb. 28-March 6, 2014
On Mon., Feb. 24, between 12:30 

a.m. and 12:45 a.m., a burglary occurred 
at the Point Pinos Grill located at 79 Asi-
lomar Ave. A Pacific Grove police officer 
discovered the suspects’ vehicle, a black 
SUV, while conducting a business check at 
the location and interrupted the burglary. 
The suspects fled the scene in the suspect 
vehicle as the officer approached in his 
marked patrol vehicle. The driver of the 
suspect vehicle accelerated out of the park-
ing lot and fled northbound on Asilomar 
Ave. The suspect vehicle failed to stop 
at the intersection of Asilomar Ave. and 
Ocean View Blvd., then continued east-
bound on Ocean View Blvd. The officer 
pursued the suspect vehicle but soon dis-
continued pursuit because of the suspect 
driver’s extremely reckless driving.

The Carmel Valley Chamber of Com-
merce and AT & T held the “Night with the 
Stars” event on Sunday, March 2 at The 
Peninsula Ballroom at the newly renovated 
Quail Lodge & Golf Club located at 8000 
Valley Greens Drive, Carmel. The event 
showcased a live broadcast of the Acad-
emy Awards®. The chamber brought a 
little bit of Hollywood to Carmel Valley by 
creating a red carpet entrance with cameras 
and Hollywood memorabilia. 

•
Monterey Bay Officer’s Spouses 

Club held the annual wine, beer, and food 
tasting, and silent auction event on Sat., 
March 8 from 6-11:00 p.m. Attendees 

sampled tastings throughout the night from 
local vineyards, wineries, breweries, and 
restaurants. The evening also featured a 
silent auction. This event ws held in the 
beautiful Barbara McNitt ballroom of the 
historic Herrmann Hall on the campus of 
Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, 
California. 

Proceeds from the fundraiser support 
donations to local charities and scholar-
ships for military dependents. Tickets 
range from $30 to $55. Attendees are 
invited to wear cocktail attire. This event 
is open to the public 21 years of age and 
older. Public and Non-military tickets 
must be purchased by March 4. All other 
military personnel may purchase by March 
4 on line, March 6, at the Trident Room 
from 3:30 – 5:30 p.m., or at the door the 
evening of the event. 

Mayor Bill Kampe’s State of the City 
address, delivered to a crowd of nearly 100 
on Tues., Feb. 18, was a factfilled snapshot 
of Pacific Grove’s major challenges in-
cluding water, pensions, business vitality, 
the budget, city staff and the desire for a 
constructive dialog on local issues. Kampe 
offered listeners a synopsis of what is be-
ing done to meet those challenges, from 
the Local Water Project to out-sourcing 
some positions on City staff. While he 
had a 7+-page speech written out, he used 
it only as a “crib sheet” and spoke almost 
extemporaneously, punctuating his speech 
with humorous anecdotes. He stayed on 
subject until the question-and-answer 
portion, and kept the entire event down 
to one hour.

March 7-13, 2014
At the March 5, 2013 City Council 

meeting, a number of citizens, many of 
them wearing the blue jackets of Bay Net 
volunteers, spoke regarding the need for 
fencing to protect the seals from human 
interference during the pupping season 
which is imminent. 

When the city codified the 2007 

policy concerning protection of harbor 
seals which choose to pup on Pacific Grove 
beaches (while at the same time protecting 
beaches popular with humans from being 
chosen by seals) temporary fencing was 
part of the mix. Fence design suggestions 
were to have been part of the City’s appli-
cation to the Coastal Commission because 
fencing requires California Coastal Com-
mission permission. Bay Net volunteers 
were incensed because apparently the 
“ball was dropped” due to staff changes 
on the City level, and the application did 
not go to the state in time for this year’s 
pupping season.

As a result, a waiver was sought, but 
the waiver only allowed for “symbolic” 
fencing, such as a low post and cable or 
rope, similar to the fencing at the Butterfly 
Sanctuary. Thom Akeman, long a seal pup 
advocate, told the Council that rope-and-
cable fencing is practically useless and 
suggested the waiver be withdrawn. The 
City Council apparently agreed, acting on 
the public comments and promising to act 
on the fencing question. “I’ve been anx-
ious about this,” said Mayor Bill Kampe. 
“There is concern about advocating for 
aesthetics over protection.” The neces-
sary fencing can be complemented by 
signage, but he acknowledged that signs 
alone won’t keep people out of the seals’ 
territory.

•

The Carmel Valley Women’s Club and 
Foundation presented its 65 Unforgettable 
Years anniversary celebration with its an-
nual benefit fashion show and luncheon 
at the Inn at Spanish Bay, 2700 -17 Mile 
Drive, Pebble Beach, April 2. The event 
featured a silent auction, live auction, 
vendor boutiques, and an exciting runway 
fashion show featuring clothing and ac-
cessories for men, women and children.

•
Monterey County District Attorney 

Dean Flippo announced March 3 that John 
Nyunt, a former police commander with 
the Pacific Grove Police Department, was 
arrested early Saturday morning, March 
1, at his home in Monterey. Nyunt was 
booked on felony charges of committing 
criminal threats in violation of Penal Code 
section 422. The victim of the threats is his 
former wife, Kristin Nyunt. Apparently 
the threat or threats took place in 2012, 
before Kristin Nyunt was jailed on credit 
card forgery charges. She remains in jail 

in Santa Cruz county. Nyunt is being held 
on $500,000 bail. His arraignment was on 
March 4. Pacific Grove Police Chief Vicki 
Myers stated that as Nyunt is retired and 
that this is a Monterey District Attorney 

case, she has no statement on the matter.
•

The Monterey Bay Belles Women’s 
Barbershop Chorus is proud to present 
the first annual invitational a cappella 
showcase, a benefit to support and enhance 
Monterey County school vocal music 
programs. The event features adult a cap-
pella and school choirs from near and far. 
Performers include the Bay Belles, the 
Cannery Rogues, Madregallia!, Urban 
Renewal, Voci, Chartwell School, Notre 
Dame High School and Millennium 
Charter High School. Special guests, 
“Pitch Please” from San Jose State Univer-
sity will perform their amazing energetic 
sounds in the style of the hit television 
show, “The Sing Off.” 

March 14-20, 2014
A $25,000 technology audit was 

suggested as a remedy for the failure of 
Measure G in the November 2013 election. 
Dale Scott of the DS&C firm reported to 
the Pacific Grove Unified School District 
Board that the district “didn’t do a very 
good job in getting information out” before 
the election. The measure failed by just a 
few votes, gaining a majority but falling 
just short of the 55 percent vote needed to 
pass. Scott, who was charged by the Board 
with creating a survey to help develop a 
strategy for bringing the bond issue back 
before the public, reported on the survey 
at the Board’s regular meeting March 6. 
He said there was an indication in the data 
that some people may have voted against 
the measure last time because they weren’t 
sure why the district needed the money, 
and some may have felt the district has a 
record of wasting money.

•
Seventy-five Robert H. Down fifth 

grade students graduated from the DARE 
program with honored guests in atten-
dance: Mayor Kampe, Councilman Cu-
neo, Chief Meyers, Cmdr. McSorley, Sgt. 
Perez, Asst. Superintendent Rick Miller, 
Asst. to the Superintendent Mandy Freitag, 
and several parents and family members 

At the swearing-in ceremony for new 
Interim Police Commander Cassie 
McSorley Tuesday, Feb. 25, she 
stood for a photo with two of the many 
other female members of the Pacific 
Grove Police Department. At left is 
Chief Vicki Myers and on the right is 
Melanie Rogers, Police Administration 
Services Manager. Cassie McSorley 
was sworn in Feb. 25 as interim police 
commander.

Herb Miller performing on the beach 
during Feast of Lanterns, 1958. The 
Glenn Miller Orchestra has made two 
appearances at the Center for Per-
forming Arts, including one on March 
16, 2014.

The drought has brought indigenous 
mountain lions closer to populated 
areas. We presented  story on what to 
do, and what not to do, if you encoun-
ter one of these “specially protected 
species.”

Public Works hard at work fixing the 
curb at Lighthouse and Forest. It was 
determined that it stuck out too far and 
everyone ran into it.

Salinas may claim him, but Pacific 
Grove was John Steinbeck’s muse. 
Dixie Layne wrote about the many 
homes he lived in here.

 Canterbury Woods recently held their 
annual Employee Recognition Day to 
honor staff who have reached mile-
stones in their years of service.

Tony Campbell “captured” this butterfly 
at Asilomar. Over the last few warm 
days, dozens have been seen all over 
town but they are no longer clustering 
in the Sanctuary, where volunteers 
counted only 100 last week and 50 this 
week. They may be on their way home.
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of graduates.
The students spent 10 weeks learn-

ing about topics such as decision making 
skills, bullying, the harmful effects of 
drugs and alcohol, and dealing with peer 
pressure. They also participated in an ex-
tra “fun day” with Ofc. Rasul where they 
got to try on Fatal Vision goggles, which 
simulate what your vision would look like 
at different stages of impairment, and then 
tried to complete various tasks.

Kate Thomas, a much-loved em-
ployee of Grove Market, was killed by a 
suspected drunken driver early Saturday 
morning, March 8. At about 1:00 a.m., 
CHP received a call of a collision in-
volving a vehicle versus a pedestrian on 
Esquiline Road, south of Carmel Valley 
Road. Upon arrival, officers determined 
that a pedestrian who was identified as 
Kate Thomas, 25 years, from Carmel 
Valley, was walking south on Esquiline 
Road when she was struck by a 2001 
Toyota Highlander, also traveling south on 
Esquiline Road. The pedestrian sustained 
major injuries and was transported to the 
Community Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula (CHOMP) where she was later 
pronounced deceased at 2:02 a.m. The 
driver of the Toyota, Breezie Snyder, 28, 
from Carmel Valley, was placed under 
arrest for suspicion of driving under the 
influence and transported to the Monterey 
County jail where she was booked for DUI 
and vehicular manslaughter. The cause of 
the collision is currently under investiga-
tion by the California Highway Patrol.

March 21-27, 2014
You may not have heard the term 

“parklet,” but you probably already know 
what it means, having seen them in other 
cities. Soon you’ll have firsthand experi-
ence. Think “pop-up” – another term be-
coming popular in the American lexicon.

A parklet refers to the conversion of 
parking space into some other use, such as 

a small park, a seating area, a play area, or 
outdoor dining, among other uses, where 
a pop-up, quickly installed and easily re-
movable, use is made of space otherwise 
used for storing cars…or parking. It’s 
temporary, and proponents hope it will also 
be attractive to people who use downtown 
Pacific Grove.

•
The Pacific Grove High School pool 

is up and running and in regular use by 
several local groups, according to a report 
by PG High Principal Matt Bell to the Pa-
cific Grove Unified School District Board 
at the Board’s March 6 meeting. Bell 
said it is important to have a consistent 
schedule for the pool to maximize use and 
minimize expense. Groups now using the 
pool or planning to include the high school 
swimming team, Pacific Grove Adult 
School, the Monterey Bay Swimming 
Club and Legacy Water Polo. Bell said it 
is important that the high school develops 
relationships with these groups to ensure 
that safety is top priority and equipment 
is properly maintained and chemicals used 
properly. The high school has use of the 
pool from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. weekdays from 
August-May, and until 5:30 p.m. in swim-
ming season, February-May.

•
On Sunday 3-16-14 at about 11:15 

a.m., a motorcycle officer was northbound 
on Highway 101 near Highway 156 in 
Prunedale when she observed a vehicle 
traveling at a high rate of speed on US-101 
south of SR-156. The officer pulled her 
motorcycle behind the suspect vehicle (an 
Acura, SUV, grey in color) and activated 
her code 3 lights. The Acura slowed to 20 
mph in the #2 (slow) lane of traffic. The 
Acura then hit its brakes rapidly and came 
to a complete stop in the #2 lane of traffic, 
causing the motorcycle to collide with the 
Acura. The officer was knocked from the 
motorcycle. Traffic at the time was mod-
erate, according to investigating officers.

Preliminary investigations indicate 
that this may have been an intentional 
act. After the collision, the Acura’s 
driver looked over to see the officer on the 
ground, then quickly accelerated from the 
#2 lane of traffic to the #1 lane of traffic at 
a high rate of speed. The officer has been 
released from the hospital but will remain 
off duty for a possible two weeks. 

March 28-April 3, 2014
A gala fund-raiser, The Butterfly 

Ball, was the occasion to show the public 
the concept drawings of the planned But-
terfly Pavilion to be built in the Pacific 
Grove Museum of Natural History native 
plant garden. The Pacific Grove Library’s 

Pavilion in its present form was designed 
by architect Marcy Wong of Donn Logan 
Architects and features a dome which is 
clear on the lower half and opaque on the 
top. There is an entryway which allows 
visitors to enter and leave while not al-
lowing any butterflies to escape. During 
the “off” season, the dome can be used 
for other purposes, such as conferences 
and receptions. It will only house native 
butterflies and plants and will only be open 
from May to August to avoid contamina-
tion of the visiting monarch population 
with the captive one.

Swallowtails and California’s official 
state insect, the California dogface, are 
on the guest list, along many other native 
butterflies which will be sourced from a 
farm in Carmel Valley.

Initially funded with a $50,000 David 
and Lucille Packard grant, maintenance 
costs are projected to include staff, heat-
ing, and the cost of goods. Staffing will 
include oversight of the health of the plants 
and insects and a guide who will also 
provide a talk about etiquette to incom-
ing visitors. The process of City approval 
is set to begin. Opening is projected for 
May, 2015.

“They say if you can make school as 
interesting as a video game you’ve got 
something,” says Roby Hyde, speaking 
proudly of the Pacific Grove High School 
robotics team he coaches. “Here we’ve 
got an interesting combination,” he says, 
explaining that principles of math and 
science, as well as teamwork and social 
skills, can be taught in a fun way. The 
BreakerBots, as the team is called, meet 
for three hours twice a week after school 
and all day on Saturdays to work on their 

Alli Haylings and Sabas Mayorga 
prticipated in the Run or Dye 5K run 
for charity,

Actor-writer Howard Burnham recre-
ated General Jimmy Doolittle making 
a BBC/CBS broadcast from London 
in 1944. Burnham recreates many 
historical figures to the delight of fans 
who gather to listen to him at the Little 
House in Jewel Park.

The Pacific Grove Public Library held 
its second Persian New Year celebra-
tion March 22. This year Persian music 
and dancers and the poetry of Hafiz 
were added to the celebration. Gol-
noush Pak explained all the goodies 
on the Norooz table.

At the Butterfly Ball on March 22, Mu-
seum Executive Director Lori Mannel 
unveiled the concept drawings of the 
planned Butterfly Pavilion to an excited 
crowd of partygoers. The concept is 
a dome with a butterfly-safe entry in 
which native butterflies will live out 
their life cycles.

California Poetry Out Loud State 
Runner-up, Haley Walker (L) with her 
teacher and coach Larry Haggquist, 
who was recipient of the Poetry Out 
Loud "Hero Award."

robot for upcoming competitions. Hyde 
explains that there are two parts to each 
robot, the part that moves around on the 
floor and the “shooter.” 

This year’s robot is required to play a 
kind of robot basketball. Three robots join 
together and play the game against three 
other teams’ robots. Points are given for 
various parts of the game, including, of 
course, shooting the ball. The robots’ net, 
Hyde explains, is lower than a standard 
basketball net. No changes are allowed to 
the rolling base after it is first entered each 
season, but the team is busy now making 
changes to improve the shooter. The design 
will work as a catapult.

•
A robbery suspect killed by Salinas 

police officers in front of WingStop in 
Salinas Thursday night, March 20 turned 
out to be the suspect sought in a hit-and-
run incident which injured a California 
Highway Patrol motor officer.

Ruiz was shot and killed after bran-
dishing a weapon – which turned out to be 
an Airsoft pellet gun – in the parking lot 
of the WingStop restaurant. During a press 
conference, officials said they also believe 
Ruiz robbed two fast food restaurants and 
intentionally harmed the CHP officer.

•
Edgar Antonio Garcia De Paz, former 

girls’ soccer coach at Carmel High School, 
entered a no contest plea to one count of 
felony oral copulation of a person younger 
than 18 years old.

•
Anglers will be in a hurry to head 

out into Monterey Bay early on Saturday, 
April 5, when the 2014 recreational salm-
on season opens. But with large numbers 
of sea otters living in the Moss Landing 
area, wildlife experts are concerned about 
accidental deaths of otters struck by boats 
speeding out to sea. 

The Monterey Bay Aquarium, Moss 
Landing Harbor District, Friends of the 
Sea Otter and other local organizations 
ask recreational anglers and boaters to 
safeguard sea otters and other marine 
mammals and birds by slowing down in 
and around Elkhorn Slough and Moss 
Landing Harbor.

Some baby seals were born on a Pa-
cific Grove beach this week and there 
are dozens more expected in the next 

month or two.
This is the newest generation of har-

bor seals -- those speckled, torpedoshaped, 
chunky marine mammals that spend their 
days trying to sleep on the rocks and 
beaches along the shoreline so they can 
hunt in the ocean all night. The new pups 
– one born Monday morning, one Tuesday 
afternoon, a third Wednesday morning – 
have been hanging  around the beach at 
Hopkins Marine Stationright alongside 
our coastal recreation trail. They were 
all with their moms -- nursing, napping, 
taking swimming lessons and frolicking – 
and appeared to be the first of this year’s 
healthy pups.

This is the 16th year harbor seals 
have given birth on that beach, with more 
than 70 births in some years. Every year 
they draw more and more spectators – and 
fans – to watch one of the sweetest shows 
in nature.
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Michele Bruno from Community High 
School gave Albert Weisfuss, the City 
arborist, 100 trees students grew from 
seed to be planted in the butterfly 
sanctuary and George Washington 
Park. Students are making a video and 
will be presenting it to the Beautifica-
tion and Natural Resources Committee 
on October 10.

Soon, as part of their Adopt a Tree 
program, students will go to various 
groups, make a presentation, and give a 
tray of seeds away to willing recipients. 
The recipient will be asked to take care of 
the tray of seeds of Monterey Pines which 
includes a soil mixture with fertilizer for 
a period of time. Trees take two to three 
months to sprout. The potential is there for 
2000 trees (100 in each tray the size of a 
cafeteria tray).

•
Pacific Grove approved an item on 

the October 2, 2014 agenda to draft a 
pilot program by ordinance which would 
allow people to sleep in their vehicles on 
certain properties on a permit-only basis. 
Expected to come up on the October 16 
agenda, the program would allow religious 
institutions, businesses, or public entities 
to apply for a permit to allow overnight 
sleeping in vehicles on their paved parking 
area. The parking area would be required 
to have a building on the owned or leased 
property and “vehicle” is defined as a pas-
senger car, passenger truck, recreational 
vehicle, or motor home – buses and com-
mercial vehicles would be excluded. 

The property owner would register 
with the City and obtain a “temporary 
vehicle occupancy permit.” The owner 
would then be able to allow a named 
person or persons to temporarily sleep 
overnight on their property. Trash, recy-
cling bins, and sanitary facilities must be 
provided by the property owner. Security 
or site supervision including an “on-site 
monitor” who would be physically avail-
able to the site within 30 minutes is re-
quired. A maximum of seven vehicles per 
property would be allowed, and no permit 
would be issued if it conflicts with uses of 
adjacent properties.

October 10-16, 2014

On Oct. 6, an SUV shot through the 
intersection of Fountain and Lighthouse 
backwards, crashed through the window 
and wall and came to rest in the Fountain 
side of Victorian Corner restaurant. There 
were customers in the restaurant but none 
were injured. Barely escaping, but injured, 
was Mary Aliotti, co-owner of the restau-
rant who had been sitting by the window 
where the SUV went in. The Pacific Grove 

police responded, along with Monterey 
Fire and an ambulance which transported 
Mrs. Aliotti and the driver of another car, 
which was parked in the path of the SUV. 
The driver of the SUV was not injured. 

Names and other details were not 
available at press time, but officials at 
PGPD advise that the CHP is making a 
special investigation into the accident due 
to the reported high rate of speed at which 
the SUV went backward, and the possibil-
ity of mechanical failure (such as a stuck 
accelerator) of the vehicle. Said eyewit-
ness Dixie Layne, “The SUV was parked 
across from the theater on Lighthouse, in 
the center street parking. I happened to 
be looking out my third story window at 
where she was parked and all of a sudden 
the SUV shot backward across Lighthouse, 
across the corner of the sidewalk of Foun-
tain and Lighthouse taking out the stop 
sign and street sign, then across Fountain, 
across the sidewalk and directly into the 
restaurant.”

•

The American Institute of Wine & 
Food (AIWF) and Les Dames d’Escoffier 
International (LDEI) Monterey Bay Chap-
ters are pleased to present Gathering of the 
Gourmands honoring Chef and Disciple 
of Escoffier Cal Stamenov. The event 
takes place on Sunday, October 19 at the 
InterContinental The Clement, Monterey, 
750 Cannery Row starting at 5:30 p.m. 
with no-host cocktails, complimentary 
wine and hors d’oeuvres (donated by the 
Disciples of Escoffier).

•

•
More than 30 interested residents and 

business owners attended the “Outdoor 
Dining Workshop” hosted by the City 
and facilitated by Mark Brodeur, Pacific 

Grove’s new Director of Community and 
Economic Development. Brodeur’s expe-
rience in city planning, zoning, and devel-
opment was on display as he presented the 
City’s draft plan for outdoor dining and the 
results of the outdoor dining online survey.

He answered questions, and solic-
ited comments and ideas all the while 
maintaining a civil discourse among the 
diverse views exhibited from the attend-
ees. Stephanie Locke of the Monterey 
Peninsula Water Management District 
stopped by for a moment to ensure all 
present that the District would be moni-
toring water usage for increases related 
to Pacific Grove’s outdoor dining areas; 
she confirmed they would also be doing 
the same for Monterey.

•

In searching for his Eagle Scout 
Project, Alexander Ateshian, a senior at 
Stevenson School, wanted to do something 
that truly made a difference in the commu-
nity. He wanted to go beyond the needs of a 
church and hillsides that need bark. While 
speaking with Jeanie Gould at the Cancer 
Society Discovery Shop in Pacific Grove, 
Alexander found a project that would truly 
make a difference. He was made aware of 
the Gateway Center’s Reindollar in Mari-
na. Gateway Center provides a wide range 
of services, including residential care, for 
young adults with moderate intellectual 
disabilities. Reindollar goes beyond this 
by providing care for young adults with 
some of the most severe intellectual dis-
abilities in Monterey County. The home, 
run by Darren and Wendy Adler, is truly 
the only of its kind in Monterey County. 
Gateway cannot afford extra maintenance 
of the home, so Alexander’s assistance was 
met with much appreciation.

Prior to Alexander’s project, Reindol-
lar had a back yard unfit for the young 
adults in the home with seizure and mobil-
ity issues that put them at risk of constantly 
falling in an uneven yard dotted with low 
wooden posts and walls, with a hard, slip-
pery ground.

•

October 17-24, 2014

•
Dory Ford’s application to the Alco-

holic Beverage Control department for a 
type 47 license – the ability to serve hard 
liquor – has run up against a snag. Ford, 
proprietor of the Pt. Pinos Grill, made ap-
plication recently and, likely in response 
to letters from individuals opposed to the 
idea, the ABC contacted the City of Pacific 
Grove to learn whether or not hard alcohol 
was allowed in the “Open Space” district.

The City advises that the golf course 
and the grill are in the “O” district, but the 

General Plan and municipal code envision 
much more than just open space in that 
zoning district. The O District includes 
properties such as Chautauqua Hall and 
the Beach House, where hard liquor is cur-
rently being sold as part of doing business. 

The City’s general plan does not 
specifically mention alcohol sales, though 
it does mention ancillary uses. The mu-
nicipal code does address the question of 
alcohol sales.

•
Downtown businesses in the Business 

Improvement District have teamed up 
again to offer a safe trick-or-treating event 
to children on Saturday, October 25. The 
event is free of charge. 

In addition to the popular scarecrow 
contest in which businesses compete, they 
will pass out candy to children between the 
hours of 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. The 
B.I.D. is also responsible for the seasonal 
decorating on Lighthouse Avenue.

•
During the 40-day celebration of 

the Friends of the Pacific Grove Public 
Library 40th anniversary from September 
15 through October 25, an event is planned 
to emphasize the relationship between the 
health and vitality of the community’s 
library and the health and vitality of local 
businesses. 

Every Wednesday between Septem-
ber 15 and October 25 (that is, September 
17 and 24, October 1, 8, 15, and 22) is a 
night to Dine Out With Friends. On each 
of these Wednesdays, a local restaurant 
will be highlighted. Community members 
will be encouraged to eat a meal or enjoy 
a snack at the highlighted restaurant. Each 
restaurant will contribute a portion of its 
profits from that day to the Friends of the 
Pacific Grove Public Library. Friends will 
give all of that money to the library.

October 24-30, 2014

•
Currently, the City of Pacific Grove’s 

demands for irrigation for the Municipal 
Golf Links and the El Carmel Cemetery 
have been met using potable water from 
California American Water Company 
(Cal-Am)

The City has been seeking its own 
sources to relieve cost of and dependence 
on Cal- Am, especially as Cal-Am ap-
proaches the deadline of a Cease-And-
Desist order with no project of its own 
having broken ground. There has been 
significant progress in planning and engi-
neering a recycled water project, known 
as the City of Pacific Grove Local Water 
Project. Phase I of the Local Water Project 
will replace dependence on Cal-Am for ap-
proximately 125 acre-feet / year (0.25 mil-
lion gallons per day) of irrigation demands 
with non-potable supplies, according to a 
recent staff report.

•
On Saturday, November 15, the Pa-

cific Grove Chamber of Commerce will 
showcase the talent of the town’s chefs 
at Flavors of Pacific Grove: A Celebra-
tion of the Great Chefs of Pacific Grove, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at The Inn at 
Spanish Bay. Join us for an evening filled 

The annual Butterfly Parade came off 
without a hitch.

Butterflies have arrived, both the real 
ones and the fantasy ones, Check 
out the colorful butterflies adorning 
the light posts on Lighthouse Avenue. 
Each artist donated their time and 
talents to create a unique piece of 
art. This is just the beginning—there 
will eventually be up to 50 butterflies 
adorning the main streets of downtown 
Pacific Grove. Vote for your favorite by 
visiting downtownpacificgrove. com for 
ballot box locations. In early 2015 the 
butterflies will be sold in a silent auc-
tion with proceeds directly benefiting 
the PG Art Center. Start looking for 
your favorite!

Tom Stevens, aka Otter, wrote about 
lutefisk. We’re not sure why.

Breaker Band entertained at halftime 
during the Homecoming Game. The 
Breaker football squad won, 48-7.

Residents on Buena Vista love to 
decorate for Halloween.
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with celebrated chefs, acclaimed Monterey 
County wines, the Money Band, and more. 
There will also be a silent and live auction. 

The event is $50 per person (limited 
to 300 tickets) Tickets must be purchased 
and picked up prior to the event. This 
event sells out. For more information and 
to buy tickets : www.pacificgrove.org or 
(831) 373-3304.

•

•
Travel back in time! Frank Sinatra, 

Dean Martin, Sammy Davis, Jr. and even 
Marilyn Monroe. Here’s a chance for the 
community to see what it was liked in their 
heyday. Enjoy a great afternoon with the 
fabulous Rat Pack. Bring the whole family 
to “A Toast to the Rat Pack” coming to the 
Golden State Theatre.

•
All of the art displayed in the Gill 

Gallery has been generously donated by 
local artists and patrons for our major an-
nual fundraiser, The Patrons’ Show. Raffle 
ticket sales will begin at 7 p.m. on open-
ing night, October 16, 2014. Tickets are 
$50 for current Art Center members and 
$75 for non-members. Sales are strictly 
limited; everyone who purchases a ticket 
will receive a work of art.

On Sunday, December 7, at 2 p.m., 
ticket holders will gather in the Gill Gal-
lery while tickets are drawn. The person 
whose ticket is drawn first will be able to 
choose a piece from all of the art in the 
gallery. The holder of the second ticket to 
be drawn then selects a piece, and so on. 
The drawing will proceed, and art will 
be selected until the last ticket is drawn. 
Ticket holders or their representatives 
must be present at the drawing.

Oct. 31- Nov. 7, 2014
Two recent incidents – one presumed 

fatal – serve to remind locals and tourists 
alike to take extra care near the ocean dur-
ing high surf and rip current advisories. 

On October 19, at 11:53 in the morn-
ing, Coast Guard Station Monterey ad-
vised the San Francisco Command Center 
that an adult male had been washed off the 
rocks at Soberanes Point. A 47-foot motor 
life boat was launched out of Monterey 
and a rescue helicopter crew was sent from 
San Francisco state Park lifeguards and 
the California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection responded from the shore. 

Cal Fire launched a small rescue boat 
but were unable to get close to the victim, 
prevented by high waves and the rocks at 
Soberanes Point. A life guard from Asi-
lomar State Park paddled out on a rescue 
board and was able to pull the man from 
the water. The lifeguard and the victim 
were then recovered by the rescue crew 
from Monterey, with the assistance of the 
Cal Fire rescue boat. 

They were taken to Monterey for 
evaluation. The victim suffered mild hy-
pothermia and was transported to CHOMP. 

An incident on Oct. 25 did not have 
the same outcome. At about 5:00 p.m., 
the Coast Guard received a report of two 
swimmers, later identified as brothers aged 
16 and 18, who were swept out to sea by 
a heavy rip current. A surfer on the scene 
was able to rescue the younger brother 
and take him back to shore, but when he 
returned for the older brother he was no 
longer visible.

Dana Goforth, who writes ‘Diggin; It,’ 
chose to write about the plants that 
witches use.

With a Motor Lifeboat and helicop-
ter, Coast Guard and Monterey Fire and 
California state Park lifeguards ashore, 
the search continued through the night. At 
11:45 a.m. the next morning, Coast Guard 
suspended the search. The missing, and 
presumed drowned, victim is identified 
as 18 year-old Moraga resident Bryan 
Capdevielle.

•
1940 Doorn House, Holland. The 

Nazis are crossing the frontier. Churchill 
sends the Kaiser the offer of an R.A.F. 
plane to fly him and the Empress Hermine 
to England. Wilhelm is given an hour to 
make up his mind. The sometime “All 
Highest” proceeds to review his life-long 
love-hate feelings for his British relatives, 
the outbreak of the Great War, President 
Wilson’s attempts at mediation, the Lu-
sitania Affair, the Zimmerman Telegram, 
Pershing and his doughboys, abdication 
and exile to Holland, and the rise of Hitler.

•

•
Folksinger and autoharp virtuoso 

Adam Miller grew up in Pacific Grove. 
In the photo below, from December, 1970, 
Mr. Hayes’s fifth grade class at Forest 
Grove School is performing a Christmas 
concert. The late Muriel Brady leads the 
choir. But the kid in front, playing the 
autoharp, is not Adam: He’s the one just 
behind the autoharp player, wearing white 
slacks. The autoharp came later. 

Adam recalls setting a goal to learn 
every song he ever heard, even as a child. 
A folklorist/song-collector in an age of 
iPods, Adam has a repertoire of more than 
5,000 songs and growing. He has made a 
career of collecting American songs and 
the stories behind them, and performing 
them to all kinds of audiences nationwide. 
And he started here, collecting 78s and 
asking people to remember old folk songs. 
In his home in Oregon, he has shelves 
chock full of music books and drawers 
stuffed with notes.

•

Nov. 7-13, 2014
The makeup of Pacific Grove’s city 

council for the next two years is set. A 
no-nonsense mayor who provided posi-
tive leadership, Bill Kampe’s 2,572 votes 
(75.36 percent) appears to be insurmount-
able by single-issue candidate John Moore.

Three seats on the city council were 
open with Al Cohen being termed out, and 
six men threw their hats in the ring.

Voters of Pacific Grove returned the 

Howard Burnham as “Kaiser Bill”

two incumbents, Ken Cuneo and Rudy 
Fischer to their respective seats on the 
dais. Both ran on their records and the 
achievements of the current city council. 
Cuneo topped the votes at 1,897 (21.82 
percent. It was the third seat that was 
up for grabs, and newcomer Bill Peake 
appears to have come out on top of the 
remaining candidates with 1,818 votes 
(20.91 percent). Behind him were former 
postmaster Shannon Cardwell at 1,330 
votes (15.20 percent), newcomer Brian 
Brooks at 1,022 votes (11.75 percent), 
and repeat candidate Robert Pacelli at 907 
votes (10.43 percent).

•

Favorite baker Hector DeSmet died on 
November 1. The son of an immigrant 
from Belgium, his career spanned 70 
years.

•
They came from near and far (in the 

case of our contact, Gail Graham Jacob-
son, from Connecticut) to hold a 50th high 
school reunion at Quail Lodge earlier in 
October. Gail stopped in the Cedar Street 
Times office to tell us how her father had 
a full service print shop in our premises, 
which are now home to the Motorcycle 
Museum.

At that time, when an episode of 
“Then Came Bronson” was filmed here, 
there was also a law firm housed upstairs 
on the Forest Avenue side.

•

The Whale Entanglement Team (WET) 
disentangled another whale in the 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctu-
ary on October 29, 2014. It is believed 
the whale had been entangled for 
three weeks. 

•

Nov. 14-20, 2014
Our front page proudly proclaimed 

that, without much fanfare or celebration, 
the Fish and Wildlife Commission has 
quietly changed the name of a local Marine 
Protected Area to honor Pacific Grove’s 
first woman mayor, a tireless advocate for 
the ocean. The name change became effec-
tive on Oct. 1. It is now Lovers Point-Julia 
Platt State Marine Reserve, commemorat-
ing the embryologist and political figure 
whose brand of fire was rarely seen from 
women in the 19th century.

•
On Thursday, Nov. 6, at 4:30 a.m. an 

intruder, identified as Jason Rutt, entered 
an unlocked Pacific Grove residence in the 
600 block of Acorn Court. He also entered 
two other garages that were not locked. As 

he had not been detained by the time stu-
dents were expected at area schools, “soft 
lockdown” was issued and the school dis-
trict issued notice to parents and guardians 
of students at Forest Grove elementary, 
Pacific Grove Community High School, 
Monterey Bay Charter School and Pacific 
Grove High School. Later, an email was 
sent which stated that the suspect had been 
apprehended and that the soft lockdown 
was lifted. But the suspect had not been 
taken into custody.

Pacific Grove Police have released 
a report on how the erroneous email was 
sent out yesterday by the Pacific Grove 
Unified School District, one which advised 
parents/guardians that a suspect had been 
detained.

Shortly after the suspect was identi-
fied, Pacific Grove Police and a Monterey 
County Sheriff’s Office Canine Team 
located a male who matched the suspect’s 
physical characteristics and who was 
wearing similar clothing.

The male was stopped and questioned 
to determine his identity. Officers properly 
advised over the radio that a subject was 
detained. Once officers determined the 
male was not Jason Rutt, the person was 
free to go.

Hearing over the radio that a person 
was detained and then finding out that 
officers ended the search, a Pacific Grove 
police officer erroneously advised the 
Pacific Grove Unified School District 
that Jason Rutt had been apprehended. 
Based on the information received from 
the police officer, the District sent out a 
second notification advising the suspect 
was apprehended. Parents relaxed, but 
many became incensed upon learning that 
the “all clear” was in error.

Nov. 21-27, 2014
Big numbers! During Sunday’s tag-

ging at the Pacific Grove Monarch Sanc-
tuary on Nov. 15, Museum staff counted 
a whopping 24,122 monarch butterflies, 
2,300 of which were tagged in an effort 
to better understand the migration of the 
overwintering population which visits 
Pacific Grove each year.

Monarch numbers are up in Pacific 
Grove by approximately 10,000 compared 
to last year’s season peak count.

Twenty-one trained, passionate vol-
unteers filled the Pacific Grove Monarch 
Sanctuary to test and screen this year’s 
population of overwintering monarchs 
for a particular bacterium which attacks 
monarchs.

Thanksgiving weekend, which is next 
weekend, is considered the peak time for 
monarch counts. 

•
TAMC Monterey, working with the 

City of Monterey, has produced videos 
to help drivers who use the Highway 
68/Highway 1 interchange understand 
the concept of a roundabout as well as 
advantages of the installation. At present, 
there is one of these very informative 
videos online at http://goo.gl/dVNekd 
while others will be posted soon. There 
will also be public information meetings 

See Next Page

Luke Herzog has penned his second 
Young Adult fantasy novel which will be
released on his 14th birthday Novem-
ber 28. Luke is an 8th grader at Pacific 
Grove Middle School.
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in the near future.

•
Mike Clancy reviewed Worthy Fights, 

the memoir of former Secretary of De-
fense, Leon Panetta, saying that it gives 
significant insight into this son of Italian 
immigrants who lived the American dream 
while rising to the highest levels of power 
in the U.S. government. The book also 
provides a thrilling ringside seat for some 
of the most consequential events in recent 
U.S. history, including the operation that 
brought Osama bin Laden to justice.

•

At the 2012 Olympic Games held in 
London, the only Americans to bring 
home medals in boxing were women:
Marien Esparza, a bronze in flyweight, 
and Clarissa Shields, a gold in middle-
weight. And it was the first time women 
boxed in the Olympics.
Jamie Mitchell intends to be in Rio de
Janeiro in 2016 to continue the new 
tradition. She’s leaving soon for the 
Olympic tryouts in Spokane, WA and 
is raising funds to finance her trip.
She lives in Pacific Grove and has 
learned her basics at boxing clubs in 
Monterey and Salinas.

•

•
SPCA ran a contest to name a particu-

lar “breed” of terrier mix dogs.
Every year, the SPCA for Monterey 

County and other local shelters receive 
hundreds of little scruffy dogs that we call 
“terrier mixes.” These dogs and puppies 
are all under 15 pounds, wiry-haired, of 
all colors, and incredibly, almost inde-
scribably, cute.

But with 260 coming in to the SPCA 
this year alone, and with only 17 potential 
adopters currently looking for “terriers” 
out of more than 3,000 registrations on our 
Pet Alert Program, the SPCA decided to 
do more to help these cutie-pies find new, 
loving homes.

In a later issue, we announced that the 
new name is “Monterey Jacks.”

•
Kyle Krasa, an attorney who special-

izes in estate planning, wrote this week on 
the drawbacks of thinking you can get rid 
of everything and sail off on a cruise ship, 
beliving it’s cheaper than living at home.

Nov. 28-Dec. 5, 2014
“While turkey and trimmings may 

be standard Thanksgiving food for most 
families, I witnessed a holiday season 
banquet where festive fare was recycled 
garbage spiced with ‘boosted’ essentials 

that fed a homeless ‘family’ at Laguna 
Grande Park in Seaside.”

Thus began Wanda Sue Parrott’s col-
umn, “Homeless in Paradise.” Wanda Sue 

writes weekly on the local homeless issue.
•

In the first game of the CCS Div. 
IV playoffs, The Pacific Grove High 
School Breakers overcame the San 
Lorenzo Valley Cougars 37-13 before 
a joyous and celebratory crowd. Friday 
night, Nov. 28 they met the Monte Vista 
Christians at Breaker Stadium. Arch 
rivals the Carmel Padres also won the 
first game in their bracket. But both 
were defeated and went no farther in 
the playoffs. 

•
Susan Alexander, Esq. writes about 

elder law each month in Cedar Street 
times. In this issue, she wrote about the 
importance of financial and health check-
ups for loved ones, emphasizing dignity 
for the senior involved.

•
Darian and Linda Houde celebrated 

their 45th wedding anniversary on No-
vember 29.

•
The SPCA for Monterey County 

advises drivers to use extreme caution 
when driving to avoid hitting deer on area 
roadways this time of year. September, 
October, and November is deer mating 
season on the central coast and deer are 
significantly more likely to be on the move 
near and across roadways.

•
Patricia Hamilton and Joyce Krieg 

have begun a series called “Keepers of our 
Culture,” which has an emphasis on writ-
ing memoirs. This week, Patricia wrote an 

expose on herself - her first experience, 
such as it was, with sex.

•
Our intrepid mayor, Bill Kampe, got up 
early to take this photo of runners who 
participated in the Big Sur Marathon, 
an annual event.

Dec. 5-11, 2014

With a Pineapple Express sending a 
series of heavy rainstorms our way, 
we were happy to print CHP tips on 
driving in heavy rain.

•
The City Council examined a pair of 

proposed ordinances concerning sidewalk 
dining in Pacific Grove and, after taking 
public input and examining alternatives, 

directed planning staff to come back in 
two weeks (Dec. 17) with an ordinance 
of which they can make a first reading.

The new ordinance will be a pilot 
program with an update and review in 
one year.

Items which will be addressed in 
a new, more specific ordinance include 
many which were vague and open to end-
less interpretation. The new ordinance also 
restricts the size of the outdoor seating 
area to a percentage of the total sidewalk 
width. The existing ordinance simply rec-
ommended using ADA law, which is only 
four feet, but staff recommends five feet.

The consensus of the council wants 
to see allowed street furniture spelled out, 
including umbrellas, portable heaters, bar-
riers and enclosures including planters.

Councilmember Dan Miller wanted 
to be assured that no logos or advertising 
would be allowed on umbrellas. Signage 
will likely be restricted, and Director of 
Community and Economic Development 
Mark Brodeur pointed out that there 
should be wording concerning a prohibi-
tion on feeding seagulls and other wildlife.

Barriers will not be required if no 
alcohol is to be served on the public 
sidewalk.

Alcoholic Beverage Control rules 
require such a barrier if beer, wine, or other 
alcoholic beverages are to be served. No 
attachment to the sidewalk or the building 
will be allowed. under the old ordinance.

Dec. 12-18, 2014

The omnibus spending bill that Con-
gress will likely vote on this week will 
include the bipartisan Rohrabacher-
Farr ( Rep. Sam Farr, D-Calif ) amend-
ment which prevents the federal gov-
ernment from using funds to arrest and 
prosecute medical marijuana patients 
or distributors who are in compliance 
with their state’s laws.
The budget passed.

•
Solar capacity in California has more 

than doubled in the last two years, saving 
the government millions in utilities costs 
and framing the third largest oil-producing 
state as a poster child for clean energy.

Several regions in the state have 
formed public-private partnerships in an 
effort to “go solar,” and this year

But in Monterey County? Just a hand-
ful of public installations are in place — 
only a fraction of its projected capacity.

Heidi Zamzow wrote a story on a fo-
rum led by public agencies and consulting 
firms touting solar energy.

•
Since the recession of 2008-2009, 

America’s economy experienced its best 
year in 2014, as the country’s economic 
recovery continues to improve. Anticipat-
ing the growth ahead, Realtor.com’s chief 
economist Jonathan Smoke has released 
his first forecast for the housing market 

in 2015, and Kevin Stone, who writes 

weekly for Monterey County Association 
of Realtors, listed the predictions for us.

•
Mary Pommerich reviewed the “not 
exactly family-friendly’ but very recom-
mendable “the Full Monty” at Pac Rep.

•
The parking limit downtown over the 

2014-15 holiday season has been increased 
to three hours from the existing two hours.

Community and Economic Devel-
opment Director Mark Brodeur told the 
Council that research shows two-hour 
limits are not conducive to a “park once” 
customer-friendly atmosphere. It is hoped 
that customers will eat a leisurely meal and 
then spend some time shopping, especially 
over the holidays.

Decals with the new time limit will be 
placed on existing signs, and then removed 
when the experiment is over — or not. The 
Economic Development Commission, the 
Business Improvement District, and the 
Chamber of Commerce will each be asked 
to analyze and report on the effective-
ness, and the time limit may be extended 
permanently.

Dec. 19-26, 2014
On Dec. 11, 2014 at about 9:00 p.m. 

an officer on patrol heard a loud bang and 
a witness ran toward him. The witness 
said that a man had lit and thrown an ex-
plosive device near the gas station. When 
confronted, the man discarded an unlit 
device that was retrieved by the witness 
and given to the officer.

The officer identified the device as a 
“seal bomb,” which is a small explosive 
device used by fishermen to scare away 
seals.

The officer arrested Michael Harley 
Henderson, 28, of Pacific Grove.

•
A graduate of Pacific Grove High-

School, Class of 1937, has bequeathed 
$196,430.76 to three schools in the Pacific 
Grove Unified School District she had 
attended.

Georgia Lyke Shetenhelm died in-

November, 2014 at her childhood home 
in Pacific Grove.

•
A young Jingler shows off his medal 
after the Jingle Bell Run.

•
The Breaker Classic featured a little 

bit of everything over the weekend from a 
couple of blow outs to two overtime thrill-
ers. Jon Charron, our sports writer, tweets 
and writes about Breaker sports each week.

•
Dec. 27, 2015 - Jan. 1, 2015

Travis Long, CPA, has been taking us 
back to basics in a series on personal tax 
returns. Travis writes twice monthly on 
subjects of financial  interest.

• See Next Page

Jean and Ed Cavallini celebrated their 
70th wedding anniversary.
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The Monterey Fisherman’s Wharf 
Association continues to team up with 
noted Monterey Bay Fisheries Historian 
and author, Tim Thomas, who is offering 
monthly “Wharf Walks -Walking Tours 
at Monterey’s Old Fisherman’s Wharf” 
(www.montereywharf.com) on the first 
Saturday of every month from 10:00 AM 
- Noon.

Wharf Walks will be held on Saturday, 
January 3rd and February 7th focusing 
on “Gray Whales of the Monterey Bay.”   
Tours meet at the head of Old Fisherman’s 
Wharf (near the pink “Harbor House” 
store, #1 Old Fisherman’s Wharf, Mon-
terey. Advance reservations are required 
by calling Tim Thomas at (831) 521-3304 
or via email timsardine@yahoo.com.

The tour is for ages 10-adult only 
and the cost is $20 for adults and kids are 
$15 (10-15 years).   Group Rates are also 
available.   

NEW! Monterey Bay Whale Watch 
(http://www.montereybaywhalewatch.
com) on Monterey’s Old Fisherman’s 
Wharf will offer a $3.00 off coupon for all 
Wharf Walks participants of the January 
3rd and February 7th Wharf Walk. After 
taking the Wharf Walk, participants are 
also invited to enjoy a complimentary 
appetizer of delicious calamari (squid) - 
either traditional style or pesto calamari - 
with a purchased entrée, at Paluca Trattoria 
located at the head of the Wharf.

About Wharf Walks
For thousands of years people have 

made their living fishing the Monterey 
Bay, beginning with the Rumsien Ohlone, 
the Native People of the Monterey area. 
From abalone to rockfish, everything 
was fished and utilized and the Monterey 
Bay was a multi-cultural stew, made up 
of whalers from the Azores, squid fisher-
men from China, salmon fishermen and 
abalone divers from Japan, and Sicilians 
fishing sardines in the “dark of the moon.” 
This entertaining tour of Old Fisherman’s 
Wharf and the waterfront will take us back 
in time to explore the history of the Mon-
terey Wharf, early history of the Monterey 
waterfront, The Rumsien/Ohlone People-
-Monterey’s first fishermen, the abalone 
industry, whaling the bay and of course, 
the legendary sardine industry. Discover 
some of the people and cultures of Mon-
terey’s colorful past and hear fascinating 
stories about Old Fisherman’s Wharf 
and those who worked and walked there. 
Learn more about the sardine and squid 
industry, too.

About Tim Thomas
Tim Thomas, fourth-generation native 

of the Monterey area, is a popular speaker 
and lively tour guide. For 16 years, he was 
historian and curator for the Monterey 
Maritime & History Museum and has 
worked with the Monterey Bay Aquarium, 
California State Parks and the Monterey 
Bay National Marine Sanctuary. He is 
author of “The Abalone King of Monterey: 
‘Pop’ Ernest Doelter,” “The Japanese on 
the Monterey Peninsula” and co-author of 
“Monterey’s Waterfront.”

About Monterey’s Old Fisherman’s 
Wharf:

Visitors to Monterey’s Old Fisher-
man’s Wharf will want to plan their visit to 
include lunch or dinner at one of the many 
Wharf restaurants.   Many restaurants will 
be featuring special Columbus Day Week-
end small bites during the upcoming Ev-
erything Italian! Columbus Day Weekend 
Celebration on October 11 and 12, 2014.

By gong to www.montereywharf.com 
, visitors to Monterey’s Old Fisherman’s 
Wharf can also access the “Wonders of the 
Wharf” free VIP Card promotion with 25 
special offers (coupons) easily accessible 
on the website that can be shown on a 
smart phone or iPad. For more informa-
tion, email info@montereywharf.com or 
call (831) 238-0777.

Monterey Whaler Mike Noon on the Monterey Wharf, circa 1900 - provided by 
Tim Thomas

Japanese Whale meat, California Sea Products Company, Moss Landing. This 
was canned by the Sea Pride Cannery on Cannery Row,   circa, 1926 

Monterey whalers “flensing a whale near the   Monterey Wharf, circa, 1875 
-  provided by Tim Thomas

Wharf Walks
At Monterey’s Old Fisherman’s Wharf” focus on Gray Whales 

Students and friends gathered in the 
Carmel Foundation’s Technology Cen-
ter recently to view and celebrate the 
touching video memoirs produced by 
these nine local participants.

•
That multi-level retreat out in the 

middle of nowhere that was your dream 
house when younger, becomes not as 
dreamy as age starts to creep in. Stairs 
become harder to climb. The distance from 
everyday necessities, especially health-
care, has now become something to worry 
about. These, among other considerations, 
affect real estate decisions when one gets 
to middle age, according to Patrick Ryan 
of Sotheby’s International Realty.

•

Anthony Coppla is the Pacific Grove 
High School standout quarterback, set to 
play baseball in the spring, and then he 
plans to be off to college. In 2012, he took 
first place in the NFL Punt, Pass & Kick 
competition team championship with the 
San Francisco 49ers.

Younger brother Nicholas, 15, quar-
terback for the high school junior varsity 
team, is right behind him as defending 
champ in PP&K. He has hopes of making 
the varsity team for the next two years.

And younger sister Lauren, 13, is tops 
in the Sectional PP&K competition and 
plans to play softball with the school team.

Dad was second in the world in arm 
wrestling last time he competed, in 2010.

The Copplas take athletics seriously.
•

THE END (of 2014!)

New Contest
What was your favorite story, or 

the one you felt was most important 
in Cedar Street Times in 2014? Was 
it the runaway garbage truck? Seal 
pups? The plastic bag ban? Ocean 
rescues? What’s your favorite fea-
ture: Money? Seniors? Sports? Or 
the ever-popular Cop Log?

Let us know. From all the re-
sponses over the next two weeks, until 
01/07/15, we’ll choose a winner and 
give them two Sunset Specials at The 
Beach House. Wine’s on you, though.

Write us at
editor@cedarstreettimes.com

Past issues can be found on our 
website at www.cedarstreettimes.com 
(click on the “Past Issues” tab). We’ll 
post the 2014 Year in Review shortly.

Review


	12-26-14
	12-19-14
	12-12-14
	Pages from cedarstreet 01-02-15web.pdf

