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12/31/10-1/7/11

2011 dawned as the Year of the
Rabbit, with a supposed outlook of
prosperity. At the time, we did a quick
check around town then and found a 12.4
unemployment rate. Le Chat Moderne,
Chocolate Dreams and Dress for Change
all moved away. Lattitudes shut down as
did Zoccalo’s and Matteo’s. The City was
struggling to run Pt. Pinos Grill and there
were vacancies in the commercial zones
on Forest, Lighthouse, and at Forest Hill.
We were celebrating two new businesses
in town – Kurt Heisig Music and Almost
to Paris – but both are gone now, and that
story came up later in the year as tenants
in their building battled mold and water.
We were celebrating renovations, which
seemed to be taking forever, at the Angwin
Building. And they still aren’t done more
than a year later.
There were bright spots: the Safeway
store on Forest Hill was undergoing a remodel, and the Pacific Grove Museum said
that visitor counts were way up.
We mentioned perennial vacancies at
the old Hallmark Store, which was finally
filled this year though late, and at the
former Lysakov Gallery across the street
from City Hall. Rented briefly for events,
the large spot is still empty.
Lighthouse Cinema was running classic films on certain nights. Bill Minor and
Taelen Thomas did a performance piece
built around the works of Ogden Nash.
On our Green Page, the Pacific Grove
Middle School Ocean Guardians wrote
about algal blooms and their detrimental
effect on wildlife and pets, and there were
3,442 monarchs counted in the Sanctuary,
down from the previous week.

A truck driver hit a Honda Accord and
knocked it up onto the sidewalk.

01/07/11-01/13/11

A 27-year landmark business, The
China Garden, was forced out of their
building when their lease was not renewed
Ratepayer Advocates filed suit for
a rehearing about tightening loopholes
in the Settlement Agreement for the Regional Water Project. They stated at the
time that they still basically supported the
agreement.
Jessie Frost Bray, beloved former
teacher and long-time member of the
school board died on Dec. 21, 2010 and
there was a celebration of her life on Jan.
22.
The annual Snowy Plover Rangewide meeting was held at the Museum.
Ofa Hautua and Sam Shaffer won
honorable mentions in football in the
Mission Trail Athletic League, and we had
two girls for Breakers of the Week – Alana
Buller and Michelle Bennier.
Skyler Lewis did an outstanding
photo essay on the Model Railroaders’
annual show at the American Tin Cannery.
Gov. Schwarzenegger appointed Pacific Grove’s former mayor Jeanne Byrne
to the fair board, and Officer Eva Rasul
was named School Resource Officer, a
position which had gone vacant due to
lack of funding. Rasul still serves in that
capacity. Selected as sworn Officer of the

70 applicants. Sultenich was the third
general manager ever of the park district,
which had been established in 1972.
Pamela Jungerberg, Reference Librarian, was chosen Pacific Grove Employee
of the Quarter. She would later resign to
take a job elsewhere with more security.
Canterbury Woods received the Monterey Bay Area Green Business Certification, the first local business with a medical
component to achieve the recognition.

01/21/11-01/27/11

A tree blocked traffic on Holman Highway, brought down in a storm No one
was injured.
Year for PG Police was Sgt. Joe Figueroa
while Maureen Roddick was named as
non-sworn Officer of the Year.
Former Councilmember and Police
Chief Scott Miller was sworn in as Monterey County Sheriff after a hard-won
campaign against the incumbent, Mike
Kanalakis.

01/14/11-01/20/11

Judy Archibald of Friends of the
Pacific Grove Library announced that the
board had voted to establish a foundation
for the purpose of enhancing and expanding library programs and services “using
a relatively stable source of funding.”
The primary function was said to be to
secure financial and in-kind donations
for programs, services, collections and
capital projects which would augment City
tax-supported funding and other public
support.The Foundation will be non-profit
and tax exempt and could raise confidence
of donors as such.
Long a source of confusion and contention, the window guidelines for buildings in the city were clarified, simplified,
and adopted by the City Council on Jan. 5,
2011. Looking at the new regulations, the
old ones must have been horrific indeed.
D.A.R.E. Students from Robert Down
School took a tour of the Police Department. The tour usually includes a visit to
the jail cell.
Pacific Grove’s James Sultenich was
hired as the new general manager of the
Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District. He was chosen from a field of about

On our cover the big story had to do
with Pt. Pinos Grill. We had called it “Pt.
Pinos Grill” and were corrected by Nancy
McDowell – there is no tilde. But that
wasn’t the story. It was actually about the
administration of the grill itself and the
fact that such a premiere site was being
run by the golf pro, who wanted out of
the restaurant business. It was staffed with
short-term, part-time people and the City
was due to confer with a new vendor Jan.
21 in closed session.
Inside we had a short story about the
carillons at City Hall. They were 40 years
old and had finally given up. The quote
to replace them was a little more than
$13,000 but there was $24,000 in a public
donation fund, so with City Council’s approval, we were on our way to new carillons. It didn’t happen right away (these
things never do) but we are now, at the
end of the year, enjoying Christmas carols
from the tower of City Hall.
John McCleary, ex-hippie and music
industry photographer (and married to
Joan McCleary, who was soon to retire
from the Pacific Grove Art Center) put
on an exhibit of photos he had taken in
Afghanistan in 1978.

Cameron Douglas did a feature story
on T. A. Work, whose hand was on
many of the buildings downtown Pacific Grove as a purveyor, contractor
and later banker.

We ran a full page of photos of Breaker
Girls’ Basketball against Santa Catalina, taken by Nate Phillips. The Breakers won the game in overtime.

Two Pacific Grove students, Jade
Hage, who plays viola and Julie Kim, violinist, went to Carnegie Hall as part of the
American High School Honors Orchestra.
Previously, Enoch Matsumura had taken
his trombone to Carnegie Hall.
On our Green Page, Cameron Douglas wrote about reusable shopping bags
as a growing industry. There is currently
a move under way to ban plastic bags in
Pacific Grove.
Aaron Corn, 19, the driver of a vehicle which crashed in on Feb. 21, 2010
injuring four and permanently crippling
Chelsie Hill, a promising dancer, pleaded
“no contest” to drunken driving resulting in personal injury and to auto theft.
The vehicle he was driving belonged to
an aquaintance and Corn took it without
the friend’s permission as they attended a

party in Pacific Grove.

1/28/11-2/3/11

Our cover photo was a backhoe working at Lovers Point Park to do Americans
With Disabilities Act upgrades under a
State Parks grant. Also on the front page
was a story by Don Wobber about the huge
jade rock he found years ago, and which
had graced the entryway at the Museum.
It has been moved to the garden outside
where it can still be admired.
California American Water sought
and was granted a moratorium on new
water hookups. There was an intervention
motion filed, to which Pacific Grove was a
party, in October, 2010 but the Administrative Law Judge ruled for the moratorium.\\

A spring bulb peeked out from among
the gravestones at El Carmelo Cenetery.
T.A.S.K. 4 Teens, with help from
Monterey-Pacific Rotary, began planning
for a return to four Nicaraguan orphanages, laden with a ton of donations such
as clothing, bed sheets, laptop computers,
school supplies and more.
We ran a story and pictures on what
10 years of neglect had done to Brokaw
Hall, the board-and-batten building sitting
alone in the Monarch Sanctuary. Once the
Del Monte Military Academy a century
ago, the building had been acquired by
the City of Pacific Grove to keep it from
being developed by the then-owner. There
was a grant and a bond issue, but it wasn’t
enough to maintain the building after acquisition. There was an attempt to make
it into an interpretive center, but the City
Council turned it down and ordered all
electrical and plumbing connections to be
removed. It was eventually listed on the
Historic Inventory, but that did not keep
it from decaying.
Ocean Guardians from the Middle
School wrote about the environmental
hazards of balloons, and how they are
using paper flowers instead. Because of
their efforts, Pacific Grove’s permits for
outdoor events now specify that balloons
are not permitted.
The scientists from Monarch Alert
noted that Monarchs had begun mating
activity. The count was at 3,429 and the
monarchs had moved from the conifers
to the eucalyptus.

2/4/11-2/10/11

Who knew at the time? There was a
small item in the corner of the front page
about outsourcing the collection of business licenses. Deputy City Manager Jim
Becklenberg reported that staff constraints
kept the City from doing little more than
sending out reminders to known delinquencies. The Council eventually OK’d
the idea, which staff hoped would garner
anywhere from $30,000 to $100,000 for
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the city in the current year, against costs of
30 to 40 percent of revenue collected, with
no net cost to the City. When it eventually
came about, in the summer, businesses
were unhappy, to say the least – a fee was
tacked on and business were expected to
pay it.
All the City commissions and committees were fully staffed by volunteers.
The Special Events and Cultural Arts
Commission were abolished and their duties either abandoned or assigned to other
staff or committees.
CalPERS estimates were revised
downward. The total for 2010-11 was
$860,142. For the fiscal year 2011-12,
the estimate was for a $1,077,375 debt to
CalPERS and for 2012-13 the new estimate is $1,181,889 which is $60,889 less
than originally figured.
We also took a look at some light
standards under consideration for the
parking lot and walkway at the golf links.
Opponents complained that they were too
tall and too bright and they complained
that if there were lights it might also mean
that there would be people, something they
didn’t want. The lights in question were
the same ones used at Hopkins Marine and
were 16 feet tall. A year later, there are still
no lights at the golf links though there are
temporarily some people.

that the chain had invested so much money
in Pacific Grove.
Joanne Vanderhorst was seated on the
School Board, after three elimination polls
and the rhetorical question “WWJD?” –
“What would Jessie Do?” referring to the
late Jessie Bray whose remaining term
would be filled by Vanderhorst.
The temperature reached 74 degrees
– T-shirt weather – in Pacific Grove. Total rain for the season was only at 10.35
inches, compared to 12.35 the year before.
Congressman Sam Farr made a
personal visit to the Pacific Grove Adult
School to learn firsthand what budget cuts
would do to the school.

The Pacific Grove Chamber ran their
annual bus to the AT&T.
Katie Shain did a profile of young
Tanner Gray, an aspiring actor who was
appearing in the Storybook Th.
On the Green Page, Michael Polkabla
of BioMax Environmental did a page for
us on a subject near and dear to the hearts
of everyone in Pacific Grove – mold.

little buding ballerinas and ballet dancers.
Also in the realm of the rts, Stevenson
School presented “Once Upon a Mattress”;
bands and soloists were invited to join the
first ever Battle of the Bands and Soloists
competition at the Performing Arts Center;
and Carol Marquart reviewed shows at the
Artists Collective at Carl Cherry Center in
Carmel and the Fearless Minds Theatrical
production of five original plays at Hidden
Valley Theatre in Carmel Valley.

We were invited to a family reunion.
The Inn at 17 Mile Drive hosted its
own family reunion, with descendents
of the original homeowners, the de
Lorimers, eventually numbering 103
descending on Pacific Grove and a
photo was taken in the back yard.
“Sabrina,” with Audrey Hepburn,
Humphrey Bogart and William Holden,
was the classic movie reviewed before
showing at the Lighthouse Cinema. The
series was not renewed this year.
Retired PGHS art teacher Norm Muhl
attended the Renaissance Assembly to tell
fund-raisers there about his son’s illness.
Sean Muhl had a brain tumor, and students
and faculty joined together to raise funds
for his medical bills. There were concerts
and an art auction, raising more than $2000
at the concert alone.
The Renaissance Assembly at the high
school spotlighted music, art and poetry.
Participants in Mock Trial heard a
case about bullying, cyber bullying, and
assault, timely subjects in this day and age
of Facebook and other social networking
websites.

02/11/11-02/17/11

Safeway’s completed remodel was
celebrated on our front page. The chain
grocer had won permission to put a Starbuck’s franchise inside although they were
not allowed to put a sign up. There was
“Lifestyle” décor with softer lights and
wood flooring, and city leaders were happy

Teachers, administrators and school
district officials donned proper uniforms and caps and learned how to
ask “You want fries with that?” as a
fund-raiser was held at McDonald’s
to support the Natural High Club at
the high school.

Ballpark at the intersection of 17 Mile
Drive, Short Street, and Pico Avenue were
eased by the City Council on March 2,
allowing more play time for youth, including an extra month for high school teams.
We were treated to a series of photos by
Angela Coatu of T-Ball players.

02/25/11-03/03/11

On Feb. 16, 2011 a huge bulldozer
tore down the old Pacific Grove School
District office that had been salvaged, in
1948, from WWII U.S. Army housing.
The original high school had been gutted
and the district was in a spot, to say the
least. The spot lasted more than 60 years.
Under Measure D, new offices were built
on the other side of the Middle School
athletic field, on Hillcrest. There is now
a conference room, which was named for
the late Jessie Bray.
For his Senior Project, 17 year-old
Kellen Gibbs wrote and directed a featurelength movie based on the fan film series
of G. Norman Lippert’s James Potter
books, an authorized offshoot of the Harry
Potter books by J.K. Rowling. He used local actors and scenes, a full musical score,
and special effects.

02/18/11-02/24/11

A proposed ordinance which would
have placed more stringent restrictions on
the hiring and employment activities of
convicted sex offenders was turned down
5-2 by the City Council. The restrictions
were tighter than any community in the
state had thus far enacted, and councilmembers felt that it would have serious
impact on local businesses. They also
questioned how it might be enforced.
Students at Forest Grove School declared February to be “I Love the Library”
month and held a bake sale to raise money,
coming up with $141 toward a total goal
of $500.
In anticipation of her 100th birthday,
we devoted two pages to Madame Kira
Ivanovsky, the diva of dance at Pacific
Grove’s Ballet Fantasque, housed at Pacific Grove Art Center. What a joy to be
entrusted with photos from her youth in
Russia and to be allowed to photograph the

2011

The Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce named Polly Fry as City Employee of the Year. Polly is in charge
of human resources.
A reader wrote and asked why it was
that some restaurants locally were serving
sand dabs while others said there were no
sand dabs available. It all boiled down
to supply sources and labels: restaurants
which served “sand dabs” during the period in question that year were probably
serving Dover Sole. It takes five or six
pieces to make a serving of sand dabs.
Dover sole is larger and fleshier. Now
you know.
Also honored were Sofia Chang and
Michelle Malone, spelling champions at
Forest Grove School. And we published
the entire honor roll from Santa Catalina
School.
Nina Beatty offered a full page commentary on Smart Meters, and issue which
is still not settled, though recently it was
advertised that customers may opt for
a Smart Meter that is only average and
doesn’t broadcast data.
Pacific Grove High School Breakers
wrestling team took the Mission Trail
Athletic League title and we honored
Devin Brown, Jimmy Luscombe, Andy
Phillips, Juan Pina, Keaton Klockow, Roman Maaske, Trentin Diaz, Mike Paxton,
James Karasek, Jaewon Yun and Luis Pina
as our Breakers of the Week.
Monarch counts were down to 1,387
at the Sanctuary.

03/18/11-03/24/11

Restrictions on play at the Municipal

Our Green Page was a photo essay
of rogue plastic bags found blowing
around Pacific Grove, as we continued our push to get the darned things
banned.
A state law aimed at cleaning up
abandoned homes which were allowed
to deteriorate by the bank/owners was
enacted, allowing cities to levy fines and to
create their own ordinances. Pacific Grove
did just that, requiring lenders to inspect
the property and register it with the City,
then begin immediately to maintain it.
Reverse 9-1-1, called Alert Monterey
County, was put into place to alert land
line owners, listed and unlisted, of potential emergencies. But there are a growing
number of people who do not have land
lines and rely solely on cell phones. A
voice alert will be deliver to the cell phone
if the address associated with it is potentially impacted by an emergency situation.
When an earthquake and accompanying
tsunami struck Japan, there was a potential
for a tsunami here on this side of the Pacific Ocean, and in fact millions of dollars
worth of damage were done to Santa Cruz.
Many Pacific Grove residents received the
Reverse 9-1-1 call, but the tsunami did no
damage here, thankfully.
Poet In Residence Dr. Barbara Mossberg held a poetry workshop called “Problem Solving Through Poetry.”
Lee and Virginia Morris of Oakdale
were married at Lovers Point Sat. March
11, 1961. They returned to celebrate their
50th Anniversary, thanks to their four
children who paid for the trip.
Helen Johnson set up a foundation
with Community Foundation for the
butterfly sanctuary. Donations are taxdeductible. Also at the Sanctuary, Public
Works, docents, volunteers and scientists

Someone tried to pass a fake $100 bill
at Save Mart but an alert employee,
Bob Holcomb, caught it.
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met to discuss changes that might be made
to the sanctuary.

PG Middle School performed a concert
on Old Fisherman’s Wharf to raise
funds for earthquake and tsunami
relief in Japan. Musicians included
George Haugen, Cole Paris, Ali Mahmoud, Tyler Beron, Caleb Reyes, Allison Hudak, Emily Muller-Foster and
Quinn Murphy.

Cedar Street Times began to publish
winners of the “What Music Means to
Me” essay contest held in conjunction with
Bookmark Music. Connie St. Amour was a
Pacific Grove winner, while Eden Richard
of Atascadero was another.
Due to heavy rain, a retaining wall
began to buckle behind an apartment
complex on Moreland Avenue and it was
red-tagged as dangerous.
A mother, Stacey Jacobs, came up
with an idea to have her children fold 1000
cranes and gather pledges of $1 each for
relief for Japan. All proceeds went to the
Red Cross. Origami cranes are a symbol
of hope and good will, and it is believed
that the wishes of anyone who makes
1000 cranes will come true. Schools and
organizations in 29 states and Canada
joined the effort.
We ran a photo essay of the Powder

04/15/11-04/21/11

The Chief Building Inspector John
Keuhl determined that delapidated
Brokaw Hall must be demolished. He
ordered a 5-foot fence be erected for
safety, and ordered the building be
demolished by April 29, 2011. Kuehl
said the structure was “unsafe, unfit
for human occupancy and potentially
dangerous to tbe public.”
illness, death or other challenges. Senior
dogs are not as adoptable as younger dogs,
say organizers, but for moral reasons are
perhaps more deserving of care.
We did a preview of the 54th Annual
Good Old Days festival, set for April 9.
Rotarians hosted the annual Rotary
Invitational Track Meet despite a soggy
track.
We celebrated the posters made by
Pacific Grove Middle School’s Ocean
Guardians.
The final Monarch Count of the
season showed 25 monarchs left at the
Sanctuary.

They were celebrating Mardi Gras
at Canterbury Woods, while at the Golf
Links a first-time event connected with
the late Jack LaLanne was held. It was
called Golfreation and benefitted First
Tee, among other charities. It is set to be
an annual event and to alternate between
northern and southern California.

03/25/11-03/31/11

The City signed a contract with local
caterer (Aqua Terra) Dory Ford to take
over Pt. Pinos Grill at the Pacific Grove
Golf Links. There was celebrating all
around, except for the few who just can’t
help complaining: If he’s a caterer, won’t
there be catering trucks driving in and out
all the time? Really. They said that, out
loud, at a City Council meeting.
The City building official, John
Kuehl, met with tenants and the building
owner of a leaky, moldy building at 301
Grand Avenue to gauge progress. Cedar
Street Times had written about deplorable
conditions at the address earlier, prompted
by complaints of health problems caused
to tenants, one of whom was a disabled
veteran. The roof leaked and there was no
heat in the units, and a veritable river of
water ran through the lower suites whenever it rained. As of this writing, some work
has been done but the building remains a
problem. All but one of the tenants have
moved out, and new tenants have come
and gone.

Linda Pagnella, Librarian, as Citizen of
the Year in recognition of her volunteer
efforts. The award is called the James R.
Hughes Award.
City staff, local volunteers, and students from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo all
dug in to plant trees to replace some that
were damaged by over-zealous pruning.

04/08/11-04/14/11

Andrew Paxton was Breaker of the
Week. Each week during the school
year, we choose a male and a female
athlete for the honor.
Puff football game at the high school,
along with photos of the swim and dive
teams.

Miles the Shark. PGHS Swim team
Robyn Bursch, Jenny Moldenhauer,
Aubrie O’Dell, Kelly Prieto and Jessica
Riphenburg were all named to the Girls’
Soccer MTAL selections.
Michael Polkabla did a great story
on indoor air quality, encompassing such
thrilling subjects as mold and icky mites.
We reviewed the response of the
Emergency Operations Center to the
March 11, 2011 tsunami. “We expected a
one-foot wave. . .and that’s exactly what
we got,” said Monterey Fire Chief Andrew
Miller. CERT graduates had been feted on
March 10, and little did they expect that
they would be called out so soon.

“Every 15 Minutes,” the campaign
to end drunken driving, was presented at
Pacific Grove High School. It came complete with wrecked cars, “victims,” and
“drunken drivers” for both authenticity
and shock value.
Two labor organizations representing fire department employees agreed to
wage and benefit concessions, resulting
in an as-yet-undetermined savings to the
City. A larger percentage of salary will be
contributed toward retirement programs by
workers, and a two-tier retirement system
will be instituted whereby new hires will
received 2-at-50 benefits while longer term
employees remain at 3 at 50.
A man who had been feeding feral
cats decided to trap some of them and take
them to the ASPCA. Unfortunately, some
of them belonged to the neighbors and not
only that, the City got a sizeable bill for
the care of the animals.

04/01/11-04/07/11

Robert Marchand took top honors at
the state level in the Poetry Out Loud
competition. He was set to represent
California at the national level in April
when the competition took place
in Washington, DC. He performed
“Buick” by Carl Shapiro; “Chicago” by
Carl Sandburg; and “Dover Beach” by
Matthew Arnold.

A report prepared for the Monterey
County Board of Supervisors alleged that
there was “No consistency of findings
across studies regarding an association between non-thermal adverse health effects
and exposure to EMFs (electromagnetic
frequencies). . .” the sort found in PG&E’s
SmartMeters.
We did a profile on Peace of Mind
Dog Rescue, an organization dedicated to
finding new homes for dogs whose guardians can no longer care for them due to

Cesar Chavez’s birthday holiday was
celebrated by City employees who
played a tournament at the Golf Links.
April is National Poetry Month
and our Poet-in-Residence, Dr. Barbara
Mossberg, held workshops to celebrate.
They were well-attended, taking place at
the Library where it’s peaceful and quiet.
The Chamber of Commerce named

A suit meant to end a dispute over
zoning violations in off-campus housing
units at Canterbury Woods was settled
when a Monterey County Superior Court
judge ruled in favor of the retirement community. Neighbors had brought complaints
about the encroachment of what they saw
as commercial units on a neighborhood
zoned residential. The judge saw otherwise
and the City said it will not appeal.

We ran a photo essay of the fun and
games at Good Old Days, including
the parade.
Two reference librarians and a trained
library assistant resigned becoming the latest in a list of 25 employees who left, most
to find better benefits and more security
elsewhere. Some were recreation department employees whose departure was
expected, but some left after the passage
of an initiative to limit City contributions
to employees’ retirement to 10 percent of
the total contribution, leaving employees
to pay the rest to the CalPERS system.

There was a “baby boom” on Pacific
Grove’s beaches as seals pupped
near Hopkins Marine Station. Thom
Akeman wrote a story for our Green
Page, reminding people that, just
because they see a lone pup doesn’t
mean it’s in trouble and that people
should not touch the cute little guys,
no matter how much they cry “maaa!
maaa!”
Ben Alexander, PGA teaching pro at
Poppy Hills, recently accepted a teaching
position at Pacific Grove Golf Links and
agreed to write a weekly golf tips column
with Cedar Street Times.
PGHS La Crosse was 10-0-0 by April
15, 2011.

04/22/11-04/28/11

The 50th Annual Wildflower Show
opened to hundreds of aficionados at the
Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History
Special Exhibits Hall.
Monterey County law enforcement
officials were bracing for the effects expected by the “realignment” transferring
low-level offenders from state custody to
county facilities under AB109.
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PGHS Interact Club, the Rotarysponsored service club for teenagers,
raised $1,300 at Good Old Days with a
book sale for the purchase of books and
to help fund the Library’s Teen Center.
A fifth-grade class in Nebraska,

as first chair clarinet for the State of California, and Larry Haggquist, the chairman
of PGHS’s English Department, performing Coleridge’s Kublai Khan in drag.
Rabobank, N.A. relocated to Pacific
Grove, opening their doors on May 2 at
561 Lighthouse Avenue, from their old
location at 599 Lighthouse Avenue, which
is now P.G. Juice N Java.
Grace Ashby is named Women Who
Care 2011 Woman of the Year, by Meals
on Wheels of the Monterey Peninsula.
Pamela Jungerberg, a reference librarian at Pacific Grove Public Library,
announced her resignation and her plans
to join the library at the Monterey Institute
of International Studies.

05/27/11-06/02/11

05/13/11-05/19/11

Alyssa, Nic, Julius, Denny, Caroline,
Marissa and Colton take a break from
shelling peas.The class would share
its bounty with other students under
the Harvest of the Month program,
where local farmers give a box of produce and students prepare it for their
fellow classmates.

PGHS English Dept. Chairman,
Larry Haggquist received the Allen Griffin Award for Excellence in High School
Teaching for his efforts with Poetry Out
Loud, the frequently featured Young Writers Club, and work as an English teacher.
The Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce opened its new Visitor Center on
Central Avenue.

whose teacher has been pen pals with Mary
Hisemann, a teacher at Robert Down,
joined forces with Hisemann’s students
to create 1,000 cranes for the Japan relief
project.
The City honored volunteers who
serve the City on commissions, committees, and in other ways at an annual dinner.
Special honors went to Ken Hinshaw as
Volunteer of the Year. Bob Pacelli was
given special recognition for his work in
the Butterfly Sanctuary.

04/29/11-05/05/11

PGMS principal since 2008, Mary
Reidel, announced her intention to retire
from the position effective July 1, 2011,
to be replaced by her Vice Principal, Buck
Roggeman.
The Board of Directors of the Feast
of Lanterns announces the 2011 Royal
Court, consisting of Lindsay Morgan as
Queen Topaz, Allison Naylor as Princess
Amethyst, Katy Osheik as Princess Tourquoise, and Courtney Lyon as Princess
Ruby.
Jim Gilbert, the owner of the Monterey Wharf’s Abalonetti Seafood Restaurant made an agreement with property
owner Robert Enea, to lease the Old Bath
House property at Lovers Point and reopen the restaurant.

05/06/11-05/12/11

Yann Brown of Pacific Grove won first
place in the soloist category at the
Battle of the Bands and Soloists.
Michael Groshong receives the city
honor of Employee of the Quarter for his
work as a Housing Rehabilitation Inspector with the Housing Department.
The Pacific Grove High School
Alumni Association awarded 14 graduating seniors a total of $12,300 in scholarships to Beau Frank, Savannah Lee, Taylor
Odell, Chloe Peterson, Jade Hage, Ross
Bullington, Peter Sujan, Pierce Guderski,
Alana Buller, Morgan Brown, Andrew
Eckles, Jiyeong Song, Chris Odell, and
Sean Merchack.

05/20/11-05/26/11

A self-guided tour of artists’ studios
benefitted Youth Arts Collective (YAC),
a non-profit after-school studio for
students ages 14-22.
York School students knitted 350 hats
for newborn babies at Natividad Medical
Center just in time for Mother’s Day.
Pacific Grove High School’s Arts
Collaboration was held on April 29th and
featured three Poetry Out Loud California
state champs, all from Pacific Grove High
School; they were, 2009’s Kylie Batlin,
2010’s Morgan Brown, and 2011’s Robert
Marchand. The collaboration also featured
Brian Bekker on piano, Enoch Matsumura

The DiFranco Dance Project gave its
spring concert.
Legislation to protect California’s
threatened sea otter population, authored
by assemblyman Bill Monning-D, passed
this week, in a landslide 72-3 vote.
Over 100 workers of the UNITE
HERE Local 483 AFL-CIO came together
for an organized protest of working conditions at Asilomar Conference Grounds.
The students of Dr. Robert Pucci, a
teacher at York School and Pacific Grove
resident, presented Pucci with customized
Converse sneakers in red and black, the
colors of York School.
The Imperial Owners Association of
Northern California put on a classic cars
auto show displaying 24 examples of
Chrysler’s top of the line cars on Lighthouse Avenue.
Pacific Grove High School Principal
Matt Bell and Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Ralph Porras presented the graduating
class of 2011 featuring over 130 students.

Fourth grade students of Robert H.
Down Elementary School held their
“Famous Person’s” Event in order to
give students the opportunity to get
inside the head of a famous person.
The Monterey Peninsula Choral Society performed “Vocal Mosaic: Sing the
Rhythm of the Earth” at the Golden State
Theatre in Monterey on May 27, 2011, and
received an invitation to perform several
events at the 2012 Summer Olympics in
London.
Canterbury Woods welcomed “newbies” at an annual dinner to socialize and
make connections with the help of some
wine and music.
The Purple Carpet made its annual coastal debut on the shores of Pacific
Grove’s beaches.
The Pacific Grove Art Center announced a variety of new exhibits to
feature work by Michael Stansbury, Robert Lewis, and Joanne Keane, as well as
members of the Monterey Peninsula Art
Foudation.
York School announced its 2011
graduating class of just under 60 seniors.
On June 2, 2011 a benefit concert for
the Japanese nuclear power crisis was held
at the Peninsula Christian Center.

06/03/11-06/09/11

The Cedar Street Times went airborne
in a Cessna 172 with news writer Cameron Douglas, instructor Ben Ellsworth,
and Nicole Lasorada of Barton Gilanelli
& Associates advertising firm a part of a
public relations operation to encourage
more people to either learn how to pilot
and aircraft or purchase one for ownership.
Pacific Grove City Council voted 5-2
in favor of the demolition of the dilapidated Brokaw Hall in the Butterfly Sanctuary.
A balanced budget of $31 million
was presented to the City Council by Jim
Becklenberg, Deputy City Manager, with
$3.1 million in reserve.

2011

The Monterey Regional Park District
held its 12th annual Summer Wildflower
Show on June 11 & 12 at Garland Park.
Robert H. Down Elementary School
teacher, Marybeth Rinehart, was escorted
to campus on her last day of school by a
parade of bagpipers and yardstick wielding warriors (the other faculty members)
to commemorate her retirement.
Austrian exchange student Sofie Hoertler reflected on her year in Pacific Grove
as an AFS/Intercultural Programs foreign
exchange student, from Austria.
Linda Pagnella is honored by the
Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce as
Citizen of the Year, most notably for her
20 year commitment to the Board of PG
P.R.I.D.E.
Jim Becklenberg, Deputy City Manager of Pacific Grove, was named Public
Official of the Year.
Gary and George Wilson, the current
owners of Wilson Plumbing and Heating,
were honored for continuing the family
business for 70 years to date.
Chamber Ambassador of the Year for
2011 was Mike Milliorn, owner of Milliorn Insurance Services, Tom McMahon,
the owner of Monterey Bay Laundry Co.
was honored as well.

06/18/11-06/23/11

Members of the Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity completed their ride from San Francisco as part of the Journey of Hope, run
by Push America, a non profit established
in 1977 by the fraternity. The total distance
is 12,000 miles split among 100 riders.
The Pacific Grove Heritage Society
recognized seven private Pacific Grove
residences for Heritage Society awards in
2011, narrowed down from 24 nominations, which were sampled from an inventory of over 1200 homes.
We profiled up and coming filmmaker Kellen Gibbs for his progressive
work on the five part undead apocalypse
series Crisis.
On Friday, June 24, 2011 the Monterey Jazz Festival’s Monterey County
High School All-Star Band and High
School Honor Vocal Jazz Ensemble
departed for a three day tour of the midwestern United States, visiting Kansas
and Missouri.

06/24/11-06/30/11

06/10/11-06/17/11

On May 27th, the students at Robert
H. Down Elementary School performed
the traditional Maypole Dance to celebrate
the beginning of summer, on their last day
of school.

A record number of children, schools,
good deeds and miles were logged in
the JUST RUN youth fitness program
for the 2010-11 school year.

The former Hallmark store at 570
Lighthouse Avenue was leased by Alliance on Aging and is currently set to
become “Spirals” and upscale second
hand and consignment store.
The Monterey Peninsula Regional
Special Response Unit trained at Pacific
Grove High School in preparation for
potential hostage or other dangerous situations that could occur on campus.
Leo Laska and Sue McCloud were
re-elected to chair and vice chair, respectively, to the Board of Directors for the
Monterey Regional Waste Management
District, for the 2011-2012 fiscal year.
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We’re proud to present the second half of our Year in Review for 2011. Thank
you for the phone calls and emails encouraging us to do it. These stories and pictures
are only highlights, of course. They may not be the most earth-shattering thing we
reported on that week. but they show Life in Pacific Grove. There was lots more
inside each issue. Our weekly newspaper has grown to twice the size it was when
we started out in 2008 and we continue to flirt with increasing our pages as ad
revenue warrants.

7/1/11-7/7/11

We put on our front page a story about
the Feast of Lanterns endeavoring to renew the Feast of Salads, which had been
abandoned due to poor participation by
restaurants. With better times, it was hope
that once again it would prove profitable
-- and it did.

Also on the front page was a story
about the arrest of the son of Monterey
County Sheriff Scott Miller for posession of methamphetamine for sale,
possession of a controlled substance
without a prescription and narcotics
paraphernalia including pipes, syringes, packaging and digital scales.
The sheriff’s department made the
arrest and though Sheriff Miller said
he was “staying completely away from
this,” a fracas over the methods used
later ensued.
The Little Store in Del Monte Park
was sold and the Daniels family bid goodbye to Pacific Grove. And Pacific Grove
bid goodby to an era. The little commercial
enclave in the middle of the neighborhood
had been grandfathered in since the early
1950s. It is now a private residence.
Volunteers prepared for the annual Fourth of July hometown celebration
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce,
the City of Pacific Grove, Grove Market,
Earthbound Farms, PG Florist, Asilomar
and SaveMart. It included a barbecue
lunch and a reading of the Declaration
of Independence presented by the Pacific
Grove Rotary Club and read by professional actors.

The MST tourist trolley began running
June 30 and would run until Labor Day,
offering free rides to the public every
45 minutes in a loop that included
Cannery Row, Asilomar Conference
Centerand other popular sites. There
was a recorded narration on board
describing the view.

07/08/11-07/14/11

The 54th Annual Antiques and Collectibles Show and sale went on at St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church.
Sheriff Miller called for a Department
of Justice investigation into the allegations
of a suit brought by officers in the narcotics
unit, following the arrest of Miller’s son
in a narcotics investigation.
The City and Community Hospital
of the Monterey Peninsula partnered to
provide defibrillators, plus training in
their use, for various buildings in the city
-- City Hall, the police department, the
fire department, the golf links and the
recreation department. Six staffers were
trained in its use.
Tap Bananas celebrated 20 years of
entertaining the public with dance.
Melanie Rogers had a birthday party
and rented an entire B&B so she could
entertain her whole family -- and their
bicycles.
The Ragamuffin Musical Theatre
Compny presented Mulan, Jr. on stage at
the Pacific Grove Middle School Performing Arts Center.

07/15/11-07/21/11

Tom Pollacci pleaded no contest at
the start of his second rape trial on July
11. He thereby avoided a long sentence,
but will serve at least 85 percent of the 8
years for the first conviction and 6 for the
second. At that time, the state will conduct
an evaluation to see if he qualifies as a
sexually violent predator. The liquor store
owned by his family, where at least two of

You may read the stories in full and see the pictures full size by going to our website
at www.cedarstreettimes.com and looking for the archives. Every issue we’ve done
since the website was born is there.
In addition, there are stories that never make it into the print version because of
their timeliness. You’ll find them right on the home page.
“Like” us on Facebook and/or follow us on Twitter and you’ll get updates and
reminders on a daily basis.

07/22/11-07/28/11

Jon Guthrie did a story on a ship that
went down off Pacific Grove, the Star
of the West. which might have had
treasure aboard. The site is part of
the Sanctuary and divers had to get
special dispensation to even search
for it, let alone explore it if they found it.
Mayor Carmelita Garcia gave her
State of the City address, at the beginning
of the fiscal year. She lauded voilunteer
efforts in the city, including everything
from cataloging pot holes to rehabilitating
the Little House at Jewell Park and the Pt.
Pinos Lighthouse.The issue of excessive
building and planning department fees
was settled for the Grand Jury, the city
had banned, marijuana dispensaries, and
rightened smoking regulations during the
previous fiscal year.
A law which would have increased
fines and cost recovery for social hosting
violations was sent back to staff because it
was felt by city council members to be too
broad and would encompass any number
of misdemeanors as well. The proposal
was to raise the fine to $25,000 from the
then-current $1,000.
Race fans were encouraged to take the
bus — free for ticket holders— to go to the
Moto GP race at Laguna Seca.

We profiled the Sons of the American
Revolution local chapter which had recently received an award for increased
membership.
the crimes occurred, has since been sold.
Extraneous claims were dismissed
in the Police Officers’ Association suit
against the City over the legality of Measure R, the retirement benefit limitation
measure passed by voters as an initiative.
Now the parties are down to brass tacks.
Monterey-Salinas Transit gained approval from the Board of Supervisors for
a new facility on the former Ft. Ord. Later
in the year, environmental groups gained
enough signatures to set the approval aside
and put the matter to the voters by ballot.
We opined about the mess at the sheriff’s department, asking for one thing why
they didn’t let PGPD in on the bust and
for another, who invited the press — they
were there, with cameras, waiting for the
narcotics squad. Messy.

Court of the Feast of Lanterns, taken by
Barney Morgan who would later play
the Mandarin in the pageant on the pier.
Holding origami cranes, they posed in the
garden at Canterbury Woods: Courtney
Lyon, Katy Osiek, Allison Naylor and
Lindsey Morgan, Queen Topaz.
Former Mayor Jeanne Byrne announced her candidacy for Water Board,
saying that “We need leadership, not further studies and lack of action.”

Fire ravaged an historical house at
305 Cypress. It had been listed for
sale at $519,000. The fire apparently
started in the basement of an apartment.
The City purchased an electric “mule”
vehicle for the use of the Public Works
Department. It has a pickup-type bed and
the top speed is 25 mph.
We wrote an editorial stating our belief that excessive fines for social hosting
violations were not going to be a deterrent
to underage drinking, because no one
thinks they’re going to get caught.
Our Green Page was written by Bruce
Cowan, and concerned the never-ending
tree question in Pacific Grove.

08/05/11-08/11/11

On our front page, and in a gallery inside, were photos of the Feast of Lanterns.
The celebration not only returned to the
Lovers Point pier and beach, but fireworks
were sent off to thrill the spectators The
Feast of Lanterns Pageant had been moved
to an indoor venue and admission charged
in the previous year because donations
were down and there was not enough to
both fund scholarships and the crowdpleasing fireworks.

Susan Morrow came aboard as the
new City Clerk. She had previously
been City Clerk in Simi Valley and
Aliso Viejo.
Screening for invasive mussels was
in effect for boaters on inland lakes and
reservoirs.
KRML radio, featured in the Clint
Eastwood movie Play Misty For Me, was
sold to Scot McKay, a local man who says
he will keep it going.

07/29/11-08/04/11

Our front page photo was of the Royal

Speaking of pets, we did an article
about Kali the Wonder Dog, who found
a gas leak in her owners’ home and
led them to it before a tragedy could
happen.
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after a May 12 arrest for similar charges,
was arrested as was his wife, Ramoueng
Kaeorawang, a Thai national, on suspicion
of manufacturing child pornography. He
had originally been arrested at his place of
work, but a continuing investigation led to
a search of his grandmother’s home and
the subsequent arrest.

The City Council extended an agreement with the City of Carmel to share the
services of a motorcycle officer.
A Request for Proposals was issued
for an outside consultant to examine the
operation of the municipal Golf Links,
including the restaurant, parking, maintenance, pro shop, etc.
Michael Polkabla did a story on lead
abatement in homes for our Green Page.

08/12/11-08/18/11

Peter Mounteer photographed the
“Lanterns of Peace” ceremony held by
the Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom to commemorate
the bombing of the Japanese cities Hiroshima and Nagasaki which brought
World War II to an end
City staff, builders, vendors and volunteers celebrated a “Summer of Progress”
at Lovers Point Park, where the pool was
retrofitted to new safety standards and a
patio was constructed, along with many
other improvements. A lunch of hot dogs,
popcorn and soft drinks was offered by
vendors at the grill.
As the pool was due to close, an
annual event took place: opening it up
to dogs, who were allowed to swim and
chase balls and generally have a great time
in the water.
Parking downtown had been on the
agenda at the City Council meeting, where
some people actually complained about
the fact that their tires were being marked
in unusual spots so that they missed the
mark and wound up with a ticket. “Pacific
Grove Police officers are here to make
sure the rules are enforced, not to show
you how to not to get caught,” said Police
Chief Darius Engles. He added that “the
Constitution does not gurantee you a parking space.”

On our Green Page, there was an
essay by Gail Griffin about a pair of
Black Oyster Catchers which nested
on the rocky shore and attempted to
raise chicks there.
Vacancies on the Pacific Grove Unified School District Board of Trustees were
filled without the necessity of an election.
New on board will be Debbie Crandell,
while incumbents Tony Sollecito and Mike
Niccum will return.
Four teachers were profiled on our
Peeps page.

Cameron Douglas also did a photo essay on the second annual “The Little
Car Show,” dedicated to smurf-sized
vehicles.
Cameron Douglas did a photo essay
on the interior of the city-owned Old Bath
House, still set up for dinner as it was
on the night it closed in 2005. Work will
finally begin on the retrofitting for ADA
compliance and a vendor has been signed
for the lease on the restaurant portion.

08/27/11-09/01/11

The Pacific Grove Unified School
District brough in a new money man –
Rick Miller replaced the retiring Robin
Blakley.
The embattled desalination plant
called the Regional Water Project was
further clouded by the revelation of a secret nondisclosure agreement signed by
six Peninsula mayors, including Pacific
Grove Mayor Carmelita Garcia; Carmel
Mayor Sue McCloud; Sand City Mayor
David Pendergrass; Seaside Mayor Felix
Bachofner; Del Rey Oaks Mayor Jerry
Edelen; and Monterey Mayor Chuck Della
Sala. The same six mayors signed a letter
to Monterey County Board of Supervisors
chair Jane Parker urging “rapid resolution”
of the potential conflict of interest issues
involved Steve Collins. It only got worse
as criminal charges were filed against Collins later in the fall.
The Retired Firehouse Cook ran a
recipe for just one cookie.
A reading of “Fortune’s Way”. featuring Teresa Del Piero as Effie Fortune,
was scheduled for Sept. 8. The play was
written by Steve Hauk. Effie Fortune was
a local fine artist who turned to liturgical
art. St, Angela’s in Pacific Grove was her
first project.

09/09/11-09/16/11

The school board was re-examining
its policy on grade requirements for extracurricular activities, including sports. The
current policy is more stringent than the
California Interscholastic Federation.
The Monterey Bay Poetry Consortium announced an evening of Poetry and
Original Music with Bill Minor, Maggie
Paul and Heath Proskin.
We ran a four-page photo essay on
the 17th Annual Concours Auto Rally.
We figured people must be interested
in it, there are so many car shows in

We wrote about memories of the fog
horn on a point down by the ocean
which was slated for destruction, having outlived its usefulness. It all came
down to a jar of beach glass.

08/19/11-08/26/11

Responding to a neighbor complaint,
Mayor Garcia expressed “grave disappointment” over the Coastal Commission’s
decision to allow NOAA to put 20-foot
light standards in their parking lot.

A driver, Flavio Aguiar, went berserk
in the parking lot at the Wells Fargo Bank
on Forest Hill and smashed into thee other
vehicles. One person was sent to the hospital. Aguiar was arrested for driving under
the influence.
The “Welcome” sign that stood at
Highway 68 near Syida was stolen. The
4x6-foot redwood sign said, “Welcome to
Pacific Grove/Butterfly Town USA.” Valued at $3,500, the City -- and the citizens
-- want it back.
New reporter/photojournalist Peter
Mounteer got, as one of his early assignments, interviews with four new teachers
at the Middle School and High School.

09/02/11-09/08/11

Jason Wright, already out on bail

for college chose Monterey Peninsula College as their first destination, and cost was
likely the reason. Cameron Douglas did a
story about it for our front page.
We had a great picture of the Pacific
Grove Triathlon on our front page and
more pictures inside. The annual event is
getting more popular every year. We also
profiled a local triathlete, Dr. Les Waddel,
who has invented a shoe that helped him
finish third in his division.
Santa Cruz County Supervisors
unanimously banned single-use plastic
bags from retailers and food vendors.
There will be a 10-cent fee on paper bags.
Pacific Grove will consider a similar ordinance soon.
Scores for the STAR tests were released, showing an increase in the numbers
of students taking the test and testing
proficient in high-level math and science.
EAP, the option at the end of the STAR
test, didn’t show as lofty results, however,
but officials say they’re working on it.

Canterbury Woods celebrated its annual Jazz in the Woods event, drawing
some 300 guests from outside and
130 from Canterbury Woods.
Three people were arrested for being
under the influence of a controlled substance, negligent discharge of a firearm,
and possession of paraphernalia. Sean
Lessen-Dees, Ian Peel and Jeffery Rutt
were arrested after making false 9-1-1
calls alleging they were being robbed and
chased.

09/09/11-09/15/11

The remains of a Pacific Grove woman missing since 1983 were discovered in
a wooded area near Del Monte Shopping
Center in Monterey. A land surveyor working there found the bones of Jennifer Lynn
Morris near where her car was found 28
years ago.
Ocean Guardians at Pacific Grove
Middle School posed with a banner they’d
won, having been honored by Congressman Sam Farr and NOAA for their efforts
on behalf of the environment.
We did a synopsis of two measures
which were to appear on the November
ballot -- Measures V (which passed) and
U (which didn’t).

Moonalice, the original rock band that
is a throwback to days of the Grateful
Dead and others, was set to play in
the Bank of America parking lot during
Cherry’s Jubilee car show. We love
them especially because they print
beautiful posters that are original to

09/16/11-09/22/11

Most Pacific Grove students heading

Mozzo Kush entertained triathletes
and spectators alike at the Triathlon.
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The school district reiterated current
academic requirements for extra-curricular
activities, including sports. They were
to be examined in the future, but were
currently more stringent than California
Interscholastic Federation requirements.
MPC was presenting “Beowulf” at the
Storybook Theatre, and a new show was
scheduled at the Pacific Grove Art Center.
Two potatoes were found on the sidewalk at the corner of Forest and Laurel.

9/23/11-9/29/11

We shone the spotlight on a class
of math students who were learning
by making quilts – which they then
donated. the story has been picked
up by the local daily, and even by the
The Finance Dept. announced that
the Pacific Grove Golf Links had lost
$413,000 in the fiscal year ending June
30, 2011. That put the reserve for the golf
course enterprise fund down to $143,658,
dangerously close to having to dip into the
General Fund.
Downtown businesses and Forest Hill
commercial businesses were examining
changes in commercial zoning, including
alcohol service regulations, franchises and
more in an effort to attract businesses to
long-vacant properties and improve the
overall look and atmosphere of the two
business districts.

Déja vu all over again – a neighbor
spotted Jeffery Rutt, 19, climbing
through the window into an apartment
where he nd two others had been
arrested a week earlier on drug and
gun charges. A police standoff ensued
which culminated in Rutt’s arrest.
Pacific Grove Police Chief Darius
Engles said there was a decrease in Part
I crimes (the most violent). He attributed
the drop to the number of arrests. But
“our challenge has been property crimes,”
he said.
Artisana Gallery was set to celebrate
Dia De Los Muertes with an exhibit of
related art and images.
On Sept. 24 the second Blessing of the
Monarch Sanctuary was celebrated with a
blessing by Louise Ramirez, head of the
Ohlone-Castanoan-Esselen Nation of the
Central Coast.
The Rocky Onos Relay Team was
profiled. They finished second in their
division at the Triathlon race the week
previous, and were set to do another raise
– a fund-raising one – to benefit Dorothy’s
Place.
A new exhibit, featuring the “fin

art” of Ray Troll, opened at the Museum.
Troll is the mural artist who decorated the
NOAA building down by the ocean.

9/30/11-10/6/11

The Pacific Grove Unified School
District was working with the City of
Pacific Grove to solve pedestrian safety
issues around the Middle School on Forest Avenue. The district used Measure D
funds to examine options, and came up
with a concept involving two cul-de-sacs
that meet at a permanent pedestrian path
across Fountain Avenue, blocking the road
to through traffic and providing a safe
place for parents to drop off their children.
The City passed an ordinance requiring registration and fees for burglar alarms
at residences. Cost recovery has become
an issue with rising numbers of false and
mistaken alarms.
Carmel took steps to come closer to
a full contract for fire service with the
City of Monterey, like Pacific Grove has.
Chief Andrew Miller, himself from Pacific
Grove, was looking forward to sealing the
agreement.
A home on Ocean View Blvd. was
listed for sale for some $16 million, a
record.
Chautauqua Days was set to kick off
with three days of showcase events, including the Historic Home Tour, Heritage
Birdhouses, music, puppets, art at Artists
in Chautauqua, exhibit opening at the
Museum and more.
The Big Sur Half Marathon announced they’d be replacing the Run
Forrest Run 5K with a new family-friendly
5K race called the Lighthouse 5K. It will
showcase Pacific Grove.

art” was celebrated at an opening at the
Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History.
His tongue-in-cheek (and often pun-incheek) works are known world wide.
Included in our paper was the fall
edition of the Knockout, the student newspaper from Pacific Grove High School.
Produced entirely by the students, we offer them space inside our paper at cost so
they won’t have to pay all the extraneous
costs that go along with production of a
newspaper.
Due to popular demand, the model of
the Chinese Fishing Village that used to
stand about where Hopkins Marine Lab
is now was held over at the Pacific Grove
Museum of Natural History.
Save Our Shores reported that 4,543
pounds of trash were removed from
Monterey County waterways during the
Coastal Cleanup volunteer litter pick-up
campaign.

2011

to allow more room for passenger drop-off.
We got a tour of the recycling center
at Waste Management in Castroville and
learned that yes, Virginia, they do sort all
that stuff by hand. Very interesting tour
and not at all stinky.

The new class of students at the
Citizens Academy of the Pacific
Grove Police Department got a
10/14/11-10/20/11
taste of police work and learned
Consultants hired by California that the average career for an
American Water made their report, stating
Cal-Am Water’s general manthat the Regional Water Project, the desaliager
was shipped out. Craig Annation plant in Marina, was still the most
thony
was terminated as of Dec.
cost-effective. . . at some $404,000,000.
30. No announcement has been
forthcoming as to a replacement,
or the reason for Anthony’s termination. The company is, of course,
experiencing serious problems due
to the state cease-and-desist order
to stop pumping water from the
Carmel River to meet domestic
demand.
The exiled leader of China’s
20 millionUyghurs, that nation’s
A rare Olive Ridley sea turtle was oppressed Muslim minority, set
beached near Hopkins Marine Lab. 10 conditions for any future husThe turtle was taken by a veterinarian band she might consider. One of
10/7/11-10/13/11
It was time for the Monarchs butter- to be cared for and eventually freed. those conditions was that he serve
flies to return, and the sure sign was the Though sea turtles do come ashore, prison time for his beliefs. Rebiyah
72nd annual Butterfly Parade. Hundreds of this particular type prefers warmer Kadeer’s story was told in a film
school children were dressed in costumes waters than those found on the Cali- by Jeff Daniels called “10 Conditions of Love.” It was screened at
-- the youngest being butterflies -- and fornia coast.
the United Nations film festival
paraded down Pine Avenue. Afterward,
and Peter Mounteer got the phone
the Butterfly Bazaar was held. Could the
Monterey was set to discuss a plastic
interview with Daniels.
butterflies be far behind?
bag ban on Oct. 17.
The California Commission on Peace
Officer Standards offered a free analysis
of the options for increased sharing of
services between Pacific Grove Police
Department and the City of Carmel. The
City Council gave its go-ahead.
Cal-Am did a study of water supply
options just in case the Regional Water
Project, now under fire from all directions,
fails to get off the ground. Steve Collins
and chief Curtis Weeks of the Monterey
County Water Resource Agency recently
came under fire for possible ethics violations and conflict of interest. Collins resigned from the board in April and Weeks’s
position there ended Oct. 7.

Blakely Bowley was named Employee
of the Quarter for the City of Pacific
Grove.
There was a ribbon cutting for the
Sensory Garden at the Blind and Visually
Impaired Center. We later did a photographic tour.
Twenty York students were named
National Merit Scholars.Ray Troll’s “fin

Carmel was holding community
meetings to discuss water options.
Pacific Grove High School celebrated
Homecoming by trouncing Gonzales
45-11.
We did a full page spread on the
Heritage Homes for the Birds, the annual
auction of unique birdhouses made by
local citizens and artists. The record price
this year was $350.
We also celebrated the Blessing of the
Animals at Canterbury Woods
Artists in Chautauqua and the bird
house event were part of Chautauqua
Days.

10/21/11-10/27/11

No one came to occupy Lighthouse
Avenue, but they were marching by the
hundreds in Monterey and Salinas and
Cameron Douglas wrote about being in
the middle of it.
We profiled Persis Anne Tomingas,
Pacific Grove Community High School
graduate of 2009, who is in Japan fulfilling
her dream of learning the language and
producing music.
“Benghazi Rising” was one of the
films shown at the annual United Nations
International Film Festival. The film is
about the revolution in Libya.

11/4/11-11/10/11

Naysayers bellow constantly about
the shared service agreement with Monterey Fire, sometimes to the embarassing point of badgering the Chief at City
Council meetings. But response times
are better, there’s 100 percent coverage .
. . and now the City received a refund of
$14,146 for fiscal year 2010-11. We put
the story in a little box on our front page,
hoping they’ll notice it, but we’re not really counting on it.
Candy Cane Lane is all dressed up for
Christmas as we write our year in review,
and it was all dressed up for Halloween
(we heard estimates of 1000 children trickor-treating there). The City can’t figure
out, however, how to pay for new street
lights there and residents are left in the
dark with antiquated street lamps. Public
Works is searching for grants. We suggested Homeland Security. It’s a thought.

10/28/11-11/3/11

Happy Halloween! We had photos
of some decorated houses, and a couple
of creepy stories from the Young Writers
Club.
The center line on Forest Avenue between Sinex and Hillcrest -- in front of the
Middle School -- was moved over a skotch

Students at Stevenson School’s Carmel campus raised more than $900
for breast cancer screening for lowincome women. They posed in their
“Carmel Campus Thinks Pink” Tshirts,
forming the familiar pink ribbon.
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After having been directed to monitor lawsuits brought against jurisdictions
which banned plastic bags, City staff was
happy to report positive outcomes of those
lawsuits, including a California Supreme
Court ruling for the City of Manhattan
Beach. A ban on non-biodegradable plastic
bags at retail establishments, and possibly
a fee on paper bags, is another step closer
to reality.
A group of friends got together and
solicited donations for The Hope Center
instead of trick or treating. They collected
358 non-perishable food items, toiletries
and pet food out of 200 homes solicited.
We got on our high horse about the
people who ruined a free recycling bin
for everyone else by tossing TVs and
mattresses in it. Sick of paying for the bill
and cleaning up the mess, Pebble Beach
Company took it out.
Monarch Alert announced that they
have begun counting Monarch butterflies,
as they do each winter when the migrating
insects arrive on the Central Coast for their
winter vacation.

York School took title to 101 acres of
marine chaparral adjacent to the school to
be used for an environmental laboratory as
well as some athletic fields.
Taylor Jones wrote an engaging review of a performance by Something Cool
Trio, which took place at the Alternative
Cafe.
We got huffy on the opinion page
about the low turnout for the election,
pointing out that people in the Middle East
are dying for the right to do what we treat
so offhandedly.

11/18/11-11/24/11

Breakers varsity team lost the
Shoe Game to Carmel, but JV whupped ‘em in the Sock Game.
To quote our editorial that
week: “OK, it seemed like a pretty
flimsy way to go about it, but we
were convinced it was legal and so
were five of the seven members of
the Pacific Grove City Council who
passed an emergency ordinance to
allow the dining purveyor at the
Pt. Pinos Grill to remain open after
‘nautical twilight.’” The grand experiment goes on Thursday through
Sunday evenings through February,
despite a lawsuit and a lot of hollering at the microphones in City
Council chambers.
Stephen Phillip Collins, former director on the Board of the
Monterey County Water Resources
Agency, was formally charged with
two felony counts of conflict of interest and 31 felony counts of grand
The intrepid Lola, a small dog owned theft and six misdemeanor counts.
by Nancy Shammas, spent two weeks
Another E-waste recycling day
in the wilderness on her own. She was was held at the high school grounds
finally lured back and is home and safe as a benefit for Hope Services

face each other not only in the primary in
June but in November as well, due to the
new “top two” primary rules in California.
We profiled Larry Zeller, a Pacific
Grove specialist in hair loss, owner of
Boomerang Hair Studio.
Second graders from Robert Down
elementary school delivered 10 quilts they
had helped make to Community Hospital
to comfort infants in the nursery.
Last year when we went to the Wild
Game Feed, we won a tour of the
salmon nursery run by Monterey
Peninsula Water Management District. This year, after the annual Wild
Game Feed, we finally published our
story – along with a salsa recipe – on
the Green Page.

11/25/11-12/1/11

Dr. Barbara Mossberg, our poet-inresidence, visited the Occupy Washington
DC encampment and gave out Ansel Adams’ images and words to the tent library
poetry/arts section.
The Teen Center is now open at the
Pacific Grove Library, funded by grants
and donations, the center is run by a Teen
Board and includes best-sellers, homework help, DVDs and visiting lecturers
and workshops.
Three Stevenson students – Chris
Jaeger, Skyler Finnell and Nick Halamandaris – all signed letters of intent for

in Pacific Grove, sporting a mysterious
scar and not telling anyone where she
had been.

11/11/11-11/17/11

Jeanne Byrne took the lead early and
stayed there, unseating incumbent Regina
Doyle for a seat on the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District Board
for District 4. Open to all ideas for water
sources, Byrne ran on a platform of “do
something!”
Measure U, which eased many of
the restrictions placed on hospitalities by
Measure C some 25 years ago, received
71.97 percent of the vote. Now all we
need is water.
Measure V, the parcel tax measure
aimed at educational programs for Pacific
Grove schools, did not pass. It gained an
impressive majority of 61.44 percent but
it needed 66.66 percent to pass.

A mystery was solved as the sign from
the old Dream Theater was unloaded
from a truck to go into a display at the
Museum of Monterey. Purchased by
a Pacific Grove man when the theater
was torn down in about 1982, it had
been in his back yard. Many over the
years had wondered, in blogs and
forums, about what happened to it.
An exhibit entitled “I Read The News
Today, Oh Boy!” went up at the Pacific
Grove Library, and an opening reception was held. The exhibit, under the
auspices of our Poet-In-Residence,
Dr. Barbara Mossberg, paired visual
artists with poets to respond to items
from the news.

Girl Scout Troop 2033 paid a
visit to Canterbury Woods to learn
about Girl Scouting of the past. The
younger girls have been scouting
together since first grade. They are
now in the fifth grade.
Peter Mounteer got a comprehesive tour of the wastewater
recycling plant in Marina and did a
two-page story on it. They recycle
the water year round, but it is only
used by agriculture in the summer.
Kevin Zamzow-Pollock was The rest is pumped into the ocean.
among the graduates of the What if they gave it one more
CERT training held with the fire round of processing then sent it to
department.
recharge the aquifer?
There was an armed robbery Nov. 9
at the Chase Bank at Country Club Gate
Center. Wearing rubber masks of prior
presidents, the robbers ordered customers
to get on the floor and took an undisclosed
amount of cash. Police have no leads.

(the page numbers were wrong – not
the first time we’ve forgotten to change
the date)
Because a reader had requested it, we
also did a story on light pollution. Her concerns had to do with lights left on outside
at night, primarily at properties where no
one was in residence.

athletic scholarships.

12/2/11-12/8/11

Jim Keegan of Golf Convergence, a
consultant from Colorado, delivered his
report on the Pacific Grove Municipal
Golf Links, causing a bit of a stir when he
talked about a “culture of entitlement like
no other place” he’d ever seen. He made
suggestions including update of the customer data base for marketing purposes,
lengthening the course to attract bigger
tournaments, and getting rid of freebies
and annual cards.
The Pacific Grove High School Junior
Varsity football team took honors in the
Mission Trail Athletic League by finishing
7-0 in league play and 8-2 overall. They
beat Carmel in the “Sock Game” but varsity did not fare nearly as well.
The controversial – to some – “experiment” to allow evening dining at the Pt.
Pinos Grill at the Golf Links passed its first
hurdle when a judge denied the petitioner’s
request for a temporary restraining order in
a suit filed to stop the experiment.
Mayor Carmelita Garcia announced
formally that she is running for the California Assembly seat soon to be vacated
by Bill Monning. Monning is running
for State Senate. Garcia’ opponent is
Mark Stone of Santa Cruz County, also a
Democrat, so it appears that the two will

12/9/11-12/15/11

Christmas is coming! The Parade of
Lights was held downtown and about 2000
people came out to see the floats and bands
and dance troupes.
Debbie Crandell was sworn in as the
newest member of the School Board, as
other trustees played musical chairs:
Jim Becklenberg, the popular Deputy City Manager who steered the City
through some hard financial times and set
it on the road to stability, announced his
departure. In January, 2012, he will take a
post in Colorado, where is wife has family.
The Library continued its Food For
Fines program, where non-perishable food
can be donated in place of fines for late
library books.
The police department joined the annual drive for new toys for needy children
by placing bins in the lobby of the police
department.
Also for the holidays, CHOMP announced their annual Holiday Blood
Drive.
The National Moden Railroad Association set up their annual model railroad
display at the American Tin Cannery. The
free show has become a favorite holiday
event.
The Little House at Jewell Park was
finally opened after months of volunteer
efforts to rehabilitate it. The Monterey
Peninsula Regional Park District contributed $40,000 for the project, and new
regional manager Jim Sultenich, who lives
in Pacific Grove, was on hand to cut the
ribbon.
12/16/11-12/12/11
New school board officers were
elected -- John Thubeau as President, and
Tony Sollecito as vice president.
Our front page photo was the start
of the Jingle Bell Run for the arthritis
foundation.

Varsity wrestlers went to a
tournament in Half Moon Bay and
came home with three wrestlers
placing.
After our forum on the state of
journalism today, we ran a lengthy
piece by Robert Lewis on his view.
We also ran some outstanding photos by Chip Scheuer on the clearing
of Occupy Santa Cruz by police.
The Knockout appeared again
as well. Go, Breakers!
12/23/11-12/29/11

We featured a “Balloon Menorah” on our front page.
The judge in a suit brought
by Ag Land against the Regional
Water Project ordered a new EIR.
Back to the drawing board.
We profiled an Eagle Scout
candidate who got his friends to
help rehab the field at Arnett Park.
Breakers soccer team has a 6-11 preseason record. They return the
first week in January.
Daniel Giovinazzo was named
as one of two of Congressman Sam
Farr’s choices for the US Naval
Academy.
Danielle Powers of York
School, signed a letter of intent for
a swim scholarship at Fresno State.

