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Year in Review
By Shelby Birch

January 4-10, 2013
On Dec. 31, 2012 a Hispanic female 

robbed the Monterey Credit Union with 
a handgun. The suspect entered the bank 
and engaged the teller in conversation. She 
then gave the teller a handwritten note de-
manding money. The suspect pulled out a 
black semiautomatic handgun and showed 
it to the teller. She also told the teller there 
were two men outside with shotguns if the 
teller did not comply. The teller did com-
ply, giving the suspect money. The suspect 
then fled the bank and walked toward Cen-
tral Ave. [In August, a person matching 
the description was arrested after a failed  
bank robbery in Atascadero. Dubbed “The 
Central Coast Bandit,” Cristina Padilla is 
facing charges on six bank robberies and 
may face life in prison.]

Renee Crocker, a former downtown 
Pacific Grove business owner, was named 
the new Manager of the Tourist Infor-
mation Center. From 1990 to 2006, she 
owned Furniture in the Raw, which sold 
unfinished and finished furniture and ac-
cessories. The new manager said her top 
priority would be to work closely with staff 
and volunteers using guidelines to ensure 
consistency in presenting visitor informa-
tion. “It is important for all to be operating 
on the same page,” she said.

Hoping to expand shared services 
opportunities for the police departments 
of both cities, Pacific Grove and Seaside 
staff are looking for more capacity and 
efficiency in law enforcement and protec-
tion services. Police Chief Vicki Myers 
made a presentation to the City Council 
on Jan. 2 which outlined advantages for 
both departments.

January 11-17, 2013
At the Jan. 2 City Council meeting, 

San Francisco Attorney Karol Denniston, 
hired by the City to help seek a solu-
tion to the pension cost problem facing 
Pacific Grove, introduced the concept of 
“legislate, don’t litigate” to both the City 
Council and proponents of an initiative 
set on overturning the 2002 agreement 
with the city’s safety officer unions. A 
hastily-called meeting on Jan. 9 set the 
effort in motion.

OLLI continues its sixth year with 
a diverse range of courses and speakers 
specifically for those 50 and better. With 
support from the Bernard Osher Founda-
tion, the program is part of a national 
network that recognizes learning and 
exploration have no age limits. Members 
are inspired to take a fresh look at them-
selves, their world, and the possibilities 

that await them.

The Seventh Annual All Women’s 
Ball was held Saturday, January 19 from 
8-11 p.m. at All Saints’ Church in Carmel. 
All women are invited to come and “dance 
for a cause,” as the evening is to benefit the 
Community Human Services’ Elm House 
and Safe Place programs. Desserts, fun and 
Rock and Roll are on the program.

January 18-24, 2013
Sheriff’s deputies learned that the 

suspect, escaped prisoner James Rimbey, 
was at an address in Salinas in the 700 
block of Garner Ave. They obtained a 
Steagald warrant (written order issued by a 
court ordering the search of a third party’s 
home to arrest the suspect of a felony), and 
immediately Monterey County Joint Gang 
Task Force units went to the address and 
served the warrant. Rimbey was located 
inside the residence and was taken into 
custody without further incident. He was 
then transported to the Monterey County 
Jail for booking and lodging. He had not 
been considered dangerous.

Kevin Phillips, managing partner of 
much anticipated Beach House Restaurant, 
confirmed in a press release plans to open 
the restaurant to the public in the spring 
of 2013. “Although everyone involved 
had hoped we could complete this mas-
sive project by the new year, we felt it was 
more important to do the job right,” stated 
Phillips, “Now that the building is near 
completion, with plumbing and electrical 
inspection dates set, we will begin the 
interior construction. It’s a huge job but 
all the pieces are ready to drop into place 
and we hope to open sometime in March 
or early April.”

The fifth annual Underwater Parks 
Day will be celebrated Sat., Jan.19 to 
honor the implementation of a statewide 
network of marine protected areas. The 
celebration, which has its roots in Southern 
California, is being noted on the Central 

Coast for the first time this year.

January 25-Jan. 31, 2013
Kristin Nyunt, 38, the estranged wife 

of Pacific Grove Police commander John 
Nyunt is being held on $250,000 bond for 
ID theft, forgery and credit card fraud. She 
has entered a plea of “not guilty” to six 
counts involving three victims and dol-
lar amounts in the low thousands. Police 
Chief Vicki Myers said that Cdr. Nyunt, 
who filed for a divorce in 2010, has co-
operated and is not under suspicion. The 
alleged crimes date back to 2011. [Cdr. 
Nyunt retired in Dec., 2013. Pacific Grove 
is undertaking an administrative investiga-
tion into allegations by Mrs. Nyunt that 
he aided her and in fact that it was all his 
idea. That allegation will have no bearing 
on her case, according to the judge.]

In the last few weeks, you may have 
spied a few new faces among the library 
staff. They include two new part-time 
librarians as well as an on-call librarian. 
Mariam Intrator is our new Reference/ 
Local History Librarian Archivist. She 
received her Master of Library Science 
(MLS) degree from the University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill and is writ-
ing her dissertation for her Ph.D. in 
history. Also a linguist, she is fluent in 
French with basic conversation skills in 
Portuguese, Spanish, German and Czech. 
Alison Jackson is our new Reference/
Children’s Librarian. She has her MLS 
from San Jose State and edited the Cali-
fornia Library Association newsletter for 
children’s services. In addition to her work 
as a librarian, Ms. Jackson has published 
of four novels and seven picture books for 
children and young adults. We also have 
a new on-call librarian, Karen Weill, who 

is currently in the San Jose State Library 
Science program.

Pacific Grove native Scott Grover re-
ally has lively plans for the Golden State 
Theater in downtown Monterey. Lessee 
of the theater since September, Grover 
is determined to bring a full range of di-
verse events to the venue that will satisfy 
Monterey County’s thirst for top-notch 
entertainment. And he is off to a great start, 
producing 52 events in his first 100 days 
at the theater. [The Golden State Theater 
was forced into bankruptcy later this year 
and the City of Monterey is looking at 
buying it.]

February 1-7, 2013
About a week ago, drug-sniffing dogs 

were brought onto Pacific Grove High 
School without warning to students, as 
part of “routine residual detection search” 
that will occur a few times, sporadically, 
throughout the school year. The dogs 
themselves are specially trained to find 
drugs of almost any substance, includ-
ing marijuana, methamphetamines and 
cocaine residues, as well as alcohol. They 
search backpacks and lockers as well as 
desks.

The impressive range of musical tal-
ent that resides in our area was once again 

on display Friday, Jan. 25 when the Urban 
Renewal Jazz Vocal Ensemble took the 
stage at the Santa Catalina Performing Arts 
Center. Presented by the Dennis Murphy 
School of Music, directed by local music 
luminary Sean Boulware and accompanied 
by drums, keyboards, sax and bass guitar. 
The ensemble of 26 men and women 
wowed the audience with songs ranging 
from traditional jazz to pop.

Feb. 1, 2013 marks Jim Courtney’s 
first day in his new position as Assistant 
Fire Chief of the Monterey Fire Depart-
ment. Courtney was validated for the posi-
tion through a “comprehensive assessment 
center process,” said a fire department 
spokesperson. The assessment center 
included a written assignment, three inter-
view panels, and – of course – an interview 
with Monterey Fire Chief Andrew Miller.

February 8-14, 2013 
On Feb. 2 a approximately 5:35 a.m., 

Pacific Grove Police arrested 26-year-old 
Andrew Enriquez of Monterey after he 
was seen running with an axe in his hands. 
Enriquez attempted to evade officers by 
hiding underneath a parked vehicle in the 
100 block of Central Avenue.

NOAA’s Monterey Bay National Ma-
rine Sanctuary is seeking to fill seats on its 
advisory council. The council represents 
the public’s interests in sanctuary mat-
ters and provides advice to the sanctuary 
superintendent. Sanctuary staff are cur-
rently accepting applications for seats in 
business, industry, agriculture and educa-

Luke Lowell was our Breaker of the 
Week for Jan. 4 for basketball. He con-
tinued to stand out this fall in football.

Carolers entertained at Canter-
bury Woods.

Jazz Club, funded by parents and fans, 
is the chance for students at PGHS to 
play as members of Monterey Jazz 
Festival’s High School All-Star Band, 
the biggest event of the year for young 
jazz aficionados county-wide. Invited 
were Ella Scwirzke, Cameron Reeves, 
Reece O’Hagan, Rachel Choi, and 
Zachary T. Miller (not pictured)

Work began on a project to turn a 
portion of Fountain Ave., behind the 
Middle School, into a more pedestrian-
friendly area. Through traffic will be 
denied.

Five seatings of Pacific Grove citizens 
stood in line Sat., Jan. 26 to enjoy a 
meal in support of the children’s pool 
at Lovers Point. It was one of many 
such events to raise public money for 
the project. A matching grant by Rich-
ard and Beverly Stilwell put it over the 
top and the pool is now open -- when 
weather is warm! It has been named 
for the Stilwells.

Richard Oh of Otter Cove gave us 
-- among other recipes -- a Valentine 
recipe for brownies. And, of course, 
paired it with wine!



tigator Sepagan will be honored at the 
annual Monterey County Peace Officers 
Association Awards Dinner on February 
22. Sepagan is a former Pacific Grove 
Police Department detective.

On Sat., Feb. 9, the county-level reci-
tation for Poetry Out Loud was held, and 
for the second year in a row, Pacific Grove 
High School’s Arwa Awan took first place 
and will go on to the state level.

February 22-28, 2013
On Feb. 18 at approximately 3:40 

p.m. a neighbor saw a female subject enter 
St. Angela’s Church located at 148 8th 
St. and then promptly exit carrying mis-
cellaneous items. The neighbor became 
suspicious as they were aware this was 
not normal church operation hours. The 
neighbor walked closer to the location, at 
which time they saw the glass door that 
the female had entered and exited had 
been broken. The female got into a waiting 
vehicle occupied by a male and then left 
the area toward Monterey.

Monterey Peninsula College The-
atre Company’s 2013 season opens with 
“Cinderella,” a show to be enjoyed by the 
whole family. The play will be presented 
February 21 through March 10 at Carmel 
Middle School. Michele Vacca’s lively 
adaptation of this timeless and beloved 
French tale weaves together humor and 
romance, along with a generous touch of 
magic. Portraying the title character in the 
production is actress Ayanna Blount.

The Monterey Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce recently named Julie Packard, 
Executive Director of the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium, as its 2012 Citizen of the Year. 
Mayor David K. Pendergrass was selected 
2012 Ruth Vreeland Memorial Public 
Official of the Year; and Dan Limesand, 
Director of Business Development and 
Contracting of the Community Hospital 
of the Monterey Peninsula, was named the 
recipient of the 2012 Robert C. Littlefield 
Award for Lifetime Achievement.

March 1-7, 2013
Administrative Services Manager 

Tony McFarlane reported to the City 
Council at its Feb. 20 meeting that, com-
pared to the same period last year, Pacific 
Grove’s revenues are up while expendi-
tures are down. But expenditures are still 
higher than revenue. Figures apply to the 
first six months of each year.

The 17th annual Pacific Grove Young 
Entrepreneur Awards (YEA!) Presentation 
was held on Tuesday, February 26, 2013 
at Pacific Grove Museum of Natural His-
tory in Pacific Grove. Approximately 200 
students, parents, teachers, administrators, 
city officials and business leaders were in 
attendance, including Pacific Grove Mayor 
Bill Kampe. The presentation acknowl-
edged approximately 125 Pacific Grove 
Middle School students who entered this 
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tion. Candidates will be selected based on 
their expertise and experience in relation 
to the seat for which they are applying, 
community and professional affiliations, 
and knowledge regarding the protection 
and management of marine resources. All 
interested parties are encouraged to apply.

Kevin Phillips and James Gilbert, 
partners in the highly anticipated Beach 
House Restaurant, have joined together 
to make a big splash in the fundraising 
campaign for the Lovers Point Kiddy Pool. 
Their donation of $10,000 was presented 
to the City of Pacific Grove on Wednes-
day, February 6, 2013, at 6pm, during 
the Pacific Grove City Council Meeting, 
held at City Hall, 300 Forest Ave., Pacific 
Grove. The donation was announced dur-
ing public comment at the beginning of 
the meeting.

February 15-21, 2013
Monterey Peninsula College The-

atre Company’s 2013 season opens with 
“Cinderella,” a show to be enjoyed by the 
whole family. The play will be presented 
February 21 through March 10 at Carmel 
Middle School. Michele Vacca’s lively 
adaptation of this timeless and beloved 
French tale weaves together humor and 
romance, along with a generous touch of 
magic. Portraying the title character in the 
production is actress Ayanna Blount.

Monterey County District Attorney 
Dean Flippo is has announced that District 
Attorney Investigator Adam Sepagan has 
been selected as the District Attorney’s 
Investigator of the Year for 2012. Inves-

year’s competition. A series of cash awards 
were presented to students who excelled 
in preparing comprehensive essays titled, 
“How I Will Create A Successful Busi-
ness” along with many prototypes of their 
products. Some youngsters, like Lauren 
Pick, were prepared to sell their product 
on the spot; Others, like Eli Elisco, may 
even see their products on local shalves 
in coming weeks. His “Snazzy Baggies, 
reusable shopping bags made from old T-
shirts, were being eyed by contest judge 
Sherry Chodosh for her store, Central 
coast Silkscreen.

The Save the Lovers Point Children’s 
Pool Campaign has announced the Reach 
for the Goal Donation Challenge. Through 
the generosity of an anonymous donor, 
all funds received before April 13, 2013 
will be matched dollar for dollar up to 
$100,000.

This year’s City Employee of the Year 
award recipient is Donald Mothershead, 
Senior Recreation Coordinator, who has 
worked with the City of Pacific Grove 
Recreation Department since 1981 and, 
in recent years, has been facing the for-
midable task of successfully maintaining 
and enhancing City recreation programs in 
the face of severe budget cuts and staffing 
reductions.

March 8-14, 2013
The “anonymous” donor who has 

made a match grant challenge of $100,000 
for support of the pool is ... drum roll 

please ... Mr. PG, Richard Stilwell (with 
four “L’s” he says). Since his name was 
leaked to the crowd at the Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon last Fri., March 1, 
a number of people have pledged funds, 
including $11,000 raised at the luncheon 
itself and another $2,500 raised at the 
celebration for pool campaign spearhead, 
Double those amounts with Mr. Stillwell’s 
match pledge, and the amount raised for 
the pool is more than $150,000. Requests 
for bids have gone out and are expected 
in this week.

CSU Monterey Bay provost Dr. Kathy 
Cruz-Uribe has accepted the position of 
chancellor at Indiana University East. 
Cruz-Uribe, who has served the campus 
as provost and vice president of academic 
affairs since 2007, will assume her new 
position July 1.

The Carmel Art Association is cur-
rently seeking new artist members and will 

conduct its 2013 jury for new members in 
April. Professional artists living within 35 
driving miles of Carmel for at least one 
year and who have exhibited their art work 
in at least one juried competitive show and 
one gallery are encouraged to apply. Art-
ists may apply in one of two categories, ei-
ther two dimensional or three dimensional 
art. Applications may be picked up at the 
Carmel Art Association gallery.

After three outings to the Sanctuary 
this past week, each one earlier in the 
morning than the last, we were unable to 
conduct an official count. This morning, 
Sat., March 2, we arrived at 6:30 a.m., just 
as the sun was rising, and the monarchs 
were already flying round.

March 15-21, 2013
At the March 7 meeting of the Pacific 

Grove Unified School District Board of 
Trustees, the Board reluctantly voted to 
send out “pink slips” to the certificated 
employees of the district’s nine adult 
education programs, pending direction 
from the State and its May budget revi-
sions. State law requires that employees 
be notified by March 15 each year if there 
is a chance they will not be rehired for the 
fall semester, yet budgets are not set until 
mid-June. Preliminary discussion of the 
budget for 2013-14 begins at the district’s 
March 21 meeting.

A group of parents and supporters at 
Parents’ Place, a fundamental part of the 
Pacific Grove community for more than 25 
years, are not waiting to learn whether the 
governor’s May revisions will wipe out 
funding for the parent education program, 
which is currently under the jurisdiction of 
the Adult Education program of the Pacific 
Grove Unified School District.

Dan Limesand of Community Hos-

Mrs. Trotter says the secret to her 
business longevity is quality. “Qual-
ity always sells,” she points out. We 
interviewed Mrs. Trotter as the City 
began a series of meetings aimed at 
examining economic vitality, particu-
larly downtown.

Representatives of the Business 
Improvement District, the Chamber 
of Commerce and City Hall gathered 
to ‘break ground’ as a project to im-
prove the intersection of Forest and 
Lighthouse began. The project was 
completed in record time.

John and Vickie Pearses attended 
a rally in Washington, DC with the 
Society of integrative and Compara-
tiveBiology (SICD), attempting to draw 
attention to the problem of climate 
change. John holds the banner, with 
Vicki behind him bundled up in a blue 
jacket. 

Fourth graders at Forest Grove El-
ementary were asked to choose a 
famous person and provide a complete 
report on the person’s life. Not only 
that, the children dressed up like that 
person and put on an “animatronic 
museum,” inviting parents, fellow 
students, and other interested people
to hear the stories and see the per-
sonifications.

The hyperbaric chamber at the fire-
house was closed due to insurance 
concerns. A fund-raising effort was 
begun within the diving community to 
make it possible to open again.

Tom Atchison, founder of Rocket 
Mavericks Space Foundation spoke 
recently at keynote at Disney World for 
Dassault Systems and SolidWorks. “I 
am standing in front of the photo from 
my high school with our mentor, Mr. 
McCullum and Steve Jobs when he 
was in high school.”

2013 year in review



of the Forest at Lighthouse infrastructure 
improvements. Mayor Bill Kampe rode 
with Tom Frutchey through a ribbon to 
symbolize the first car going through the 
intersection, although it has technically 
been open to traffic much longer.  The City 
of Pacific Grove Public Works crews were 
recognized for providing all of the finish 
work on the sidewalks.

April 26-May 2, 2013
The Rotary Club of Carmel Valley has 

honored the top students at Carmel High 
School, 25 in each of the four grades. The 
students, chosen by the school for their 
high academic achievements, received the 
special recognition at the Top 100 dinner 
held by Rotarians on Tuesday, April 16 at 
Rancho Cañada Golf Club. It was the 35th 
annual such dinner put on by the club to 
honor Carmel High students.

Cub Scouts from Monterey partici-
pated in an Earth Day service project at 
Asilomar State Beach. They learned about 
erosion and preservation from the Park do-
cents and rangers, and then set out to work 
on the dunes. The scouts, their leaders and 
parents collected kelp from the beach, 
bringing it back to the dunes to provide 
fertilizer for the seedling plants that they 
then planted on the dunes.

Susan Alexander, who writes on Elder 
Law, said California has taken the idea 
of managed care for low-income seniors 
and people with disabilities to a whole 
new level. Under an agreement with the 
Obama Administration announced at the 
end of March, the state will begin shifting 
both medical care and long-term support 
and services to managed care companies 
in just seven months.
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pital of the Monterey Peninsula has been 
named the winner of the Robert C. Little-
field Award for Lifetime Achievement 
after more than a decade of volunteerism 
with the Monterey Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce.

March 22-29, 2013
Cedar Street Irregulars get Best Over-

all award! We entered a competition with 
our idea to have an Android app produced 
by CSUMB and MPC student teams. They 
had 52 hours to complete the apps. 10 

projects pitched became 5 apps, 5 teams, 
3 awards.

John Barrymore III will direct, as well 
as star in William Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” 
at the Forest Theater. opening June 27. 
John Blyth Barrymore III is the great-
grandson of John Barrymore, who first 
performed this production to great success 
in the 1920s on the London stage. He is the 
son of the late John Drew Barrymore and 
brother of actress Drew Barrymore and is 
returning to the stage to revive the role that 
made his great-grandfather a theater icon. 

Cameron Douglas reported on the de-
creasing population of bees and discussed 
various possible reasons with Cindy Wal-
ters, a Pacific Grove restauranteur who 
keeps bees at her home in Carmel Valley.
In France, a specific pesticide was found 
to cause neurological problems in bees, 
and that pesticide was outlawed.

March 29-April 4, 2013
Arwa Awan, a senior at Pacific Grove 

High School in Monterey County, took 
first place in the 2013 California state fi-
nals of Poetry Out Loud and will represent 
the state in Washington DC at the national 

finals this spring. Connor Ricketts, a fresh-
man at Charter University Prep in El Do-
rado County, was the first runner-up and 
would represent California in the national 
finals if Awan was unable to attend. Shane 
Anderson, a sophomore at Bear River 
High School in Nevada County, was the 
second runner-up.

With more than 1200 students par-
ticipating, the public can enjoy the largest 
gathering of young jazz talent in Northern 
California, outside of the Monterey Jazz 
Festival itself. Fifty-six groups from 14 
states and Japan are finalists in 2013, 
which includes the Festival’s 43rd Annual 
High School Jazz Competition.

The Pacific Grove Art Center held 
an art opening reception on Fri., April 12 
from 7 to 9 p.m. New exhibitions at the 
center will include the Central Coast Art 
Association’s 68th Semi-Annual Juried 
Show in the David Henry Gill Gallery, 
Antje Woolum’s “Creating My Own Re-
ality” photography exhibit in the Louise 
Cardeiro Boyer Gallery, Claire Harkins’ 
“Destinations and Divas” painting exhibit 
in the Nadine Annand Gallery, and Rich-
ard Murai’s “Signs of Life” photography 
exhibit in the Elmarie Dyke Gallery.

April 5-11, 2013
Recognizing the sometimes extreme 

needs which exist within the city’s borders, 
city staff has identified capital projects for 
the city for the next five years in advance 
of budget discussions which begin soon. 
A glance at the Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP) list shows that the bulk of the 
projects are public works-oriented and 
that some apply to crumbling infrastruc-
ture, long in need of attention, as well as 
cosmetic repairs such as exterior paint at 
City Hall and on street lamps. Landscap-
ing work, some lighting and signage on 
the Rec Trail are listed as well among the 
proposed 47 items.

The City of Pacific Grove is proud 
to announce the completion of the Light-
house and Forest Avenue Intersection 
Improvement Project. The official grand 
opening celebration will take place at 10 
a.m. on April 10, 2013 at the intersection 
in downtown Pacific Grove.

Marine Life Studies will kick off 
Earth Month with the Take It to the Streets 
Coastal Community Cleanup on Monday, 
April 1 from noon to 3 p.m. It is an effort 
to stop marine pollution at the source. A 
Marine Life Studies Plastic Police initia-

tive, it takes participants along the bike 
path along the coastline, Heritage Harbor, 
and the streets of downtown Monterey to 
pick up trash. The plan is to collect marine 
pollution before it can reach the ocean 
through storm drains and local watersheds.

April 12-18, 2013
Stuart Elder, a 30-year-old Pacific 

Grove resident, was arrested for drunken 
driving and vehicular manslaughter Sun-
day night, April 7 following a crash in 
Pebble Beach in which two Pebble Beach 
residents were killed and a passenger with 
Elder, since identified as Selvia Gattas, 20, 
of Pebble Beach, was seriously injured.

Popular author Alison Jackson is the 

new children’s librarian at the Pacific 
Grove Public Library. Ms. Jackson comes 
to our library with more than 20 years of 
experience as a children’s librarian, both in 
Southern California and Orlando, Florida. 
Her many published books for children 
appeal to young readers in preschool, el-
ementary, and middle school. I Know an 
Old Lady Who Swallowed a Pie (Viking 
Penguin) is a favorite Thanksgiving story 
among teachers and librarians nationwide.

Linda Dryden, producer of the ‘Asi-
lomar Centennial’ production, lives in 
Pacific Grove. When she learned of the 
Asilomar Centennial, she decided to 
showcase the celebration through music. 

April 19-25, 2013
Pacific Grove High School’s $7 mil-

lion stadium has become one of the most 
coveted spots on the Monterey Peninsula. 
Everyone wants to play there, and that 
appears to be the problem. Scheduling 
conflicts, garbage, noise, unruly fans, 
lights staying on too late at night as well 
as bicycles being used on the track are 
among the complaints voiced to school 
administrators. Skateboarders using the 
pole vault pit cover as a jump have broken 
it and concrete steps have chips out from 
skateboards.

On Wednesday, April 10, the Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Business Im-
provement District hosted the opening 

Pacific Grove professional pianist 
Michael Martinez shares the grand 
piano at the Monterey wharf. “Play Me, 
I’m Yours” an art project originated in 
England as the brainchild of British 
artist Luke Jerram. A piano acts as a 

A driver took out the pole at Trader 
Joe’s on Monday and damaged the 
facade of the building. Parking lot con-
structionsurely added to the confusion. 
He was reportedly not injured. It was 
the second such incident since Trader 
Joe’s took over the former Blockbuster 
space and began an expansion. 

Wearing a well-deserved tiara, Lisa 
Maddalena retired from her 30-year 
career at the Pacific Grove Public 
Library, the last six of which were as 
head librarian. Feted by a library full of 
adults and children, Lisa graciously re-
ceived a proclamation from Mayor Bill 
Kampe and a scrapbook of memories 
of the past 30 years. There were three 
sizeable donations to the library made 
in her honor as well.

In 1962, the First United Methodist 
Church, a founding church in Pacific 
Grove, realized they’d outgrown their 
Assembly Hall on Lighthouse and 
began a new campus on Sunset, 
called by many “the Butterfly Church” 
because of the beautiful stained glass 
windows in the sanctuary. Members 
and the public celebrated 50 year on 
Sun., April 7.

In addition to the traditional pairing of 
Boston Marathon and Big Sur Mara-
thon events, the Big Sur Marathon 
provided opportunities for all runners to 
unite and pay homage to victims, run-
ners and the entire Boston community 
in an effort to honor those affected by 
tragic events at the Boston Marathon.

More than 50 baby seals have been 
born on Pacific Grove beaches during 
the past month – including one historic 
birth that closed the main beach at 
Lovers Point for a week – and more 
are expected in the next few weeks.

Pacific Grove Senior Planner Sarah 
Hardgrave addresses members of the 
community at a contentious meeting 
about Greenwood Park plans. Sarah 
has moved on to greener pastures.

2013 year in review
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Year in Review
April 26-May 2, 2013

As reported in TAMC’s recent annual 
Report, a roundabout at the intersection of 
Holman Highway and Highway 1 may see 
ground breaking in June 2015. The final 
design should be completed by June 2015, 
at which time the project will progress into 
the construction phase.

Cub Scouts from Monterey partici-
pated in an Earth Day service project at 
Asilomar State Beach. They learned about 
erosion and preservation from the Park do-
cents and rangers, and then set out to work 
on the dunes. The scouts, their leaders and 
parents collected kelp from the beach, 
bringing it back to the dunes to provide 
fertilizer for the seedling plants that they 
then planted on the dunes.

As donations topped $200,000, 
demolition of the old pool at Lovers 
Point began; the contract calls for the 
Pool to be completed by late June. 
“We have been working with the con-
tractor to finish before then,” said Don 
Mothershead, with help from a grant by 
Richard and Beverly Stillwell.

May 3-9, 2013
A more cautious City Council than 

the previous one voted to commission an 
independent report on the possible rami-
fications of the recent citizens’ initiative 
to nullify Ordinance 02-18, the “3@50” 
retirement agreement giving the city’s 
public safety workers three percent for 
each year worked and the offer to retire 
at age 50. The initiative would not only 
declare it null and void but would state 
that it was enacted illegally.

Canterbury Woods recently hosted 
a table at the 10th Annual Table Affair 
benefit at Pebble Beach. With themes 
ranging from Downton Abbey to Midnight 
at the Oasis, from Winter Wonderland to 
Knights of the Round Table, and from Out 
of Africa to AFRP’s “It’s Raining Cats and 
Dogs,” the elaborately decorated tables 
were a feast for the eyes. “Color Your 
World Canterbury” featured photographs 
of the Jade Garden, Rose Garden, Japanese 
Garden and Great Lawn at Canterbury 
Woods printed on canvas placemats. The 
colorful, fragrant flowers adorning the 
table all came from Canterbury Woods 
as well. Scattered among succulents and 
moss-covered rocks, easels, painter’s 
palettes, and paint brushes with just the 
right “painterly patina,” reflected the ar-
tistic theme. Canterbury Woods residents 
enjoyed perusing the many tables, along 
with the excited crowd that was happy to 
support this year’s beneficiaries: Redwings 
Horse Sanctuary and the SPCA Wildlife 
Rescue and Rehabilitation Center.

One in five Monterey County resi-
dents needs food assistance. To help re-
spond to this need, the All Saints’ Outreach 
Commission will host the second annual 
Small Bites for Big Hunger on Friday, May 
3, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. in Seccombe Hall at 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Carmel. 
Complimentary valet parking is available 
at Lincoln Street and Ninth Avenue. The 
evening features local celebrity chefs who 
will offer signature small bites paired with 
wines from local wineries. 

May 10-16, 2013
The California Office of Traffic Safety 

(OTS) declared April to be Distracted 
Driver Awareness Month. As part of 
that campaign, the OTS asked local law 
enforcement agencies to pay particular 
attention and take enforcement actions 
for violations involving distracted drivers, 
specifically the use of handheld devices 
while driving, including talking and tex-
ting. During the campaign, the Pacific 
Grove Police Department issued 18 cita-
tions for drivers using a handheld device 
while driving.

The viewing of baby seals along 
Pacific Grove beaches is in its eighth 
week now and readily visible from sev-
eral places along the Coastal Trail. The 
numbers vary from time to time, but the 
places seem to have stabilized in the past 
week with fewer protection signs and bar-
ricades stolen. On Wednesday afternoon, 
for example, there were 55 seal pups on the 
beach at Hopkins Marine Station, 12 on the 
beach and rocks in the 5th Street area, one 
on the Lovers Point beach and a few on 

the beach visible from the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium – more than 70 in all.

May 17-23 2013

The Royal Court of the 2013 Feast of 
Lanterns was presented for the first 
time at Canterbury Woods on Mon., 
May 13. Queen Topaz for this year is 
Courtney Lyon. The event leading up 
to the pageant on Lovers Point are 
beginning!

The City Council voted May 16 to 
“seek declaratory relief” from a court 
concerning a citizens’ initiative which 
would declare null and void the 2002 
ordinance which set in place a “3%@50” 
retirement plan for public safety employ-
ees. No one was overly happy, and least 
of all proponents of the citizens’ initiative. 
The initiative would attach a declara-
tion of illegality to the decision of the 
2002 Council and would require retirees 
to return money they have received. It 
would change current safety employees’ 
agreements mid-stream, but no part of the 
initiative indicates how these steps would 
be achieved.

The Pacific Grove Recreation Depart-
ment will host a free British Soccer Camp 
promotional Event on Wed., May 22 from 
5:30 – 7 p.m. for boys and girls six – 14 
years old. Members of the Challenger 
Sports’ British Soccer Camp staff will be at 
the Pacific Grove Middle School Athletic 
Field at 835 Fountain Avenue running a 
free skills clinic session. They will also be 
on hand to tell players and parents more 
about the popular British Soccer Camp 
program that proved to be a great hit last 
summer in Pacific Grove.

May 24-30, 2013
On the centennial of arguably the 

greatest underdog triumph in sports, an 
award-winning author and artist have 
teamed up to bring the tale to life in a beau-
tifully illustrated picture book. Francis and 
Eddie (Why Not Books, June 2013) tells 
the true story of how 20-year-old amateur 
golfer Francis Ouimet and his 10-year-old 
caddie shocked the world by winning the 
1913 U.S. Open against all odds. It is the 

first children’s book about this seminal 
moment in golf history.

Asilomar’s breathtaking 107 acres, 
one mile of coastline and the life that in-
habits them are the crown jewels of Pacific 
Grove. Fortunately these lands are under 
the jurisdiction of the California State park 
System and the watchful eye and loving 
care of Asilomar ranger/ environmental 
scientist Cyndi Dawson, her dedicated 
staff, and community volunteers of all 
ages. We profiled Ranger Dawson in this 
issue.

In an attempt to force the City to either 
enact the citizens’ initiative of 2013 or to 
put it on the next ballot, a writ of mandate 
has been filed in court by Sally Aberg, 
Frances Grate and Daniel Davis, leading 
proponents of the citizens’ initiative. On 
Fri., May 17, Superior Court Judge Thom-
as Wills ruled that the citizens’ initiative of 
2010 and subsequently Measure R, which 
attempted to change the City’s charter to 
make the citizens’ initiative legal, were 
both unconstitutional. Not including staff 
time spent on the question over the months 
and years, the City has spent more than 
$100,000 on the question.

May 31-June 6, 2013
On May 30, the Administrative Law 

Judge overseeing the proceedings concern-
ing California American Water’s Monterey 
Peninsula Water Supply Project issued a 
ruling which delays the PUC’s decision on 
the project until after the issuance of the 
Draft Environmental Impact Report and 
subsequent comments.

A group of citizens deeply involved 
with Peninsula water problems has issued 
a call for public purchase of California 
American Water and its assets, by eminent 
domain if necessary. Ron Cohen of Pebble 
Beach, along with about 15 others, has 
established a group called Public Water 
Now to organize a ballot initiative for the 
June, 2014 election. The initiative, which 
would need about 6,500 signatures county-
wide, would call for voter approval to 
require the Water Management District to 
purchase the assets of Cal-Am. He seeks 
to have the WMD run the company on the 
public’s behalf.

The Feast of Lanterns Board of Di-
rectors is proud to announce “Lighting 
the Way” – Lantern Award, new for 2013. 
This is a chance for those folks in our com-
munity that do a beautiful job decorating 
their house for the Feast of Lanterns to 
be acknowledged. If you are interested 
in being considered for the award, please 

Gardeners of all ages celebrated 
Earth Day in the Pacific Grove Com-
munity Garden.

Dustin Moranda, 31 of Pacific Grove 
decided to make this year’s Big Sur 
International Marathon one to remem-
ber, and he’s not even a runner. His girl 
friend, Ashley Smallman, 27, a “fitness 
fanatic” (in Dustin’s words) and avid 
runner, was running her third marathon 
— second Big Sur — so Dustin took 
the opportunity to propose marriage.

Nick Gonzalez, Lela Hautau, Tommy 
Carroll, Brett Hodges. Front row: Taylor 
Gonzalez, Stevie Carroll took Cedar 
Street Times with them when six youth 
from the First United Methodist Church 
in Pacific Grove went to Portland, OR  
April 19-21 to participate in a Sierra 
Service Project Weekend of Service 
(www.sierraserviceproject.org). There 
they joined 30 other youth from Or-
egon and Washington to do handy-
work at Dignity Village, the Northeast 
Emergency Foodhouse, and Wisdom 
of the Elders.

On April 28 late in the night, the SPCA 
for Monterey County received a call 
concerning animals at the home of 
Illagene Quaglia, who had been ar-
rested the previous day on charges 
of animal hoarding. Staff arrived at the 
home at 1a.m. and rescued 22 cats, 24 
dogs, and seven puppies plus two cats 
found in the trunk of Quaglia’s car by 
Monterey Police. Peter Mounteer did 
a comprehensive story on what makes 
people hoard animals.

Leading the annual Walk of Remem-
brance of inhabitants of the Chinese 
Fishing Village at Pt. Alones was Gerry 
Low-Sabado, a direct descendant 
of those people burned out of their 
homes and livelihood more than 100 
years ago. There were talks at the Pa-
cific Grove Museum of Natural History 
and a walk along the Rec Trail to the 
site of the Village.
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message or share a picture of your deco-
rated home in Pacific Grove and it will be 
forwarded to the Queen Mom Linda Lyon. 
At the beginning of July the Royal Court 
will spend an afternoon touring our lovely 
town and selecting their favorite decorated 
home or business. Each member of the 
Royal Court will select their favorite. Then 
a time will be set up to have your home or 
business photographed with the member of 
the Royal Court that selected you.

June 7-13, 2013
The governor backed down on his 

January proposal which would have shift-
ed all adult education to the community 
colleges, a move unpopular with both adult 
education institutions and community 
colleges. Instead, there will likely be a 
two-year study about how to best provide 
education services to adult learners. The 
adult education program at Pacific Grove 
Unified School District provides a broad 
spectrum of instruction, some of which 
may be shifted to Monterey Peninsula 
College in years to come. Teachers given 
“pink slips” were greatly relieved.

In response to concerns about the 
future of Parents’ Place and the years of 
funding cuts it has sustained, Friends of 
Parents’ Place, a 501(c)3 nonprofit orga-
nization whose sole mission is to support 
Parents’ Place, will host a community 
forum on Friday, June 7 from 12:00 – 1:00 
p.m. at the Pacific Grove Community Cen-
ter (515 Junipero). The entire community 
is welcome.

June 14-20, 2013
Robert A. Quinn, mayor of Pacific 

Grove from 1971-1978, died Sunday, June 
9, 2013 at the Westland Hospice House in 
Monterey at the age of 83. He had been 
in failing health from the effects of colon 
cancer.

Beginning Thurs., June 20 and con-

tinuing through Labor Day Monday, Sept. 
2, bright blue mini buses with scenic mu-
rals on their sides will ply the route from 
Breakwater Cove on Cannery Row along 
the waterfront to Seven Gables Inn, then 
make a loop through downtown Pacific 
Grove and return to Cannery Row. They 
will run Thursdays through Sundays, every 
30 minutes from 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.

On Friday, June 14, at 7 p.m., the Her-
itage Society of Pacific Grove will pres-
ent “Lost Towns of Monterey County,” 
a lecture by local historian Meg Clovis, 
focusing on Monterey County places that 
once flourished but are largely lost to the 
sands of time. All proceeds will benefit the 
Heritage Society. The event will be held at 
the Pacific Grove Performing Arts Center, 
on the Pacific Grove Middle School cam-
pus at 835 Forest Avenue. Tickets are free 
for Heritage Society Members, $10 for 
non-members and $15 for non-member 
families and couples.

June 21-27, 2013

The public and City Council members 
at the Wed., June 19 meeting weighed 
in on the question of outsourcing police 
functions to another agency when it was 
raised for public input. No decision was 
asked of the Council, and none was made 
except to ask staff to examine the propos-
als submitted by other agencies more 
deeply, continue negotiations with the 
Police Officers Association, and return at 
a special meeting next Wed., June 26 with 
more information.

On June 8, 2013, members of the 
Monterey Fire Department raised approxi-
mately $4,000 to benefit the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association. The Muscular 
Dystrophy Association (MDA) is the 
nonprofit health agency dedicated to cur-
ing muscular dystrophy, ALS and related 
diseases today affecting more than one 
million Americans. 

Peace of Mind Dog Rescue will host 
its third annual fundraiser on Sun., June 30 
from 1 p.m. until 4 p.m. at Carmel Mission 
Inn on Rio Road near Carmel. The theme 
this year is retro ’60s: “peace, love and old 
dogs.” Guests are encouraged to dress in 
’60s attire. A prize will be awarded for the 
grooviest outfit.

June 28-July 4, 2013

Fire Chief Andrew Miller of the 
consolidated fire department will retire of-
ficially July 9. Miller, who spent 25 years 
on the Pacific Grove Fire Department and 
was chief for 10 years, became assistant 
chief of the Monterey Fire Department 
and then became chief when Chief Sam 
Mazza retired.

The Pacific Grove City Council, in a 
special meeting on Wed., June 26, asked 
City Manager Tom Frutchey and staff to 
return within six months with a compre-
hensive analysis of the four options for po-
lice services; with City of Monterey, with 
the County of Monterey, with Seaside, and 
standing alone (retaining police services 
within Pacific Grove). None was overly 
popular with either councilmembers or the 
public except keeping the current police 
department intact, but the question appar-
ently boils down to being able to pay for 
whatever method is chosen.

July 5-11, 2013
On June 28, 2013, Pacific Grove 

Police Department was alerted to a vandal-
ism that had occurred sometime the night 
before to the Stillwell Children’s Pool 
at Lovers Point. Several large rocks and 
traffic cones had been apparently thrown 
from the bluff above the pool onto the pool 
cover, pool deck, and lifeguard’s chair. 
The lifeguard’s chair was broken but no 
other damage to the pool or pool deck 
was sustained.

For the first time ever, YAC will open 
its art studio to young artists ages 8-13, 
to try their hands at sculpting, painting, 
drawing and airbrushing. This two-week 
workshop will be guided by Marcia Perry, 
YAC’s co-founder, and Cortina Whitmore, 
YAC’s office manager, along with past and 
current YACsters, as mentors.

Fans together to enjoy a day of Japa-
nese foods and festivities at the Monterey 
Peninsula Obon Festival. The Obon Festi-
val is held at the Buddhist Temple in Sea-
side. Festival-goers will enjoy Japanese 
foods and desserts, exhibits, martial arts, 
music, a visit by the Pacific Grove Feast 
of Lanterns Royal Court, and the heart-
pounding sounds of Taiko drumming. 

July 12-18, 2013
Thanks to a grant from the Com-

munity Foundation for Monterey County 
and Community Emergency Response 

Volunteers (CERV) ongoing community 
fundraising efforts, CERV has purchased 
essential emergency equipment and medi-
cal supplies to supplement the available 
resources of the Monterey and Pacific 
Grove CERT programs. This equipment 
will be distributed to the 10 neighbor-
hood CERT containers that are used by 
Monterey CERT volunteers to do search 
and rescue, triage, initial damage assess-
ments, first aid, rescue cribbing (lifting and 
stabilizing large objects), etc. CERT teams 
can be deployed during any emergency or 
disaster event.

The 14th Annual International Film 
Festival, presented by the Monterey Bay 
Chapter of the United Nations Associa-
tion, will be held Friday through Sunday, 
November 1 – 3. As in past years, the 
festival will screen diverse international 
documentary films, all designed to raise 
awareness and to educate and mobilize 
the community about critical global issues.

July 19-25, 2013
After 20 years and hundreds of thou-

sands of records, Bob Gamber at Vinyl 
Revolution in Monterey is packing up 
shop. He’s moving his business from its 
230 Lighthouse Avenue location to a new 
location at 309B Forest Avenue in Pacific 
Grove. The building he’s operating out of 
now has been condemned by the City of 
Monterey for being structurally unsafe. 
Gamber speculates the building may 
have been damaged in the 1989 Loma 
Prieta earthquake that rocked California’s 
Central Coast.

At graduation ceremonies held May 
29 at the Performing Arts Center, eight 
Community High School seniors re-
ceived their diplomas from instructors 
Brad Woodyard and Elena Diebolt: 
Laura Diaz-Vasquez, Savannah Laura 
Pitt, Tiperia Connie Mamaia, Jeffrey 
Amadeus Weighill, Laura Ashley

Dorothy Maras-Ildez was selected as 
Woman of the Year 2013 at the kick-off
celebration for Meals on Wheels of the 
Monterey Peninsula’s Women Who 
Care (And the Men Who Love Them) 
Campaign. The campaign is an ef-
fort to raise funds for home-delivered 
meals for homebound seniors, includ-
ing “Save Our Breakfast.” “A dollar 
a day will buy breakfast for a senior 
citizen,” said Viveca Lohr, Executive
Director of Meals on Wheels, located 
in Pacific Grove at the Sally Griffin 
Center.

“Push Girls,” the reality television se-
ries on the Sundance channel stars 
our own Chelsie Hill (second from left, 
above). The series, which just began 
airing its second season, has won a 
Critics’ Choice Television Award for 
Best Reality Series.

Tonja Morris, art conservator, 
works on a red-tailed hawk, part 
of the Rollo Beck collection at the 
Pacific Grove Museum of Natural 
History. Celebrating the Museum’s 
Adopt-A-Bird program, we had a 
profile on what it takes to conserve 
a stuffed bird.

Aquarium Day of Discovery for Dis-
abled Kids: Dive staff member Jocelyn 
Ostomel helps Jacob Wiebe, 10, be-
come comfortable in the water.

Miranda Salinger took the “first dip,” an 
honor her parents, Wendi and Dave, 
won at an auction. Then everyone else 
jumped in when the Stillwell Children’s 
Pool at Lovers Point opened.

Gull chicks prance around on the roof
of a commercial building in Pacific
Grove. Is the nest behind the skylight?
Mom appears to be ready to drive the
photographer off. A community meet-
ing with experts was held to see if 
something could be done about the 
pesky birds, which are protected by 
law.

“Denis” by Jerry Williamson was 
featured in a story by Wendy Ashby 
and Sandra Lake about the popular 
Art Walk, which takes place during 
warmer months.
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On July 11, 2013 the 54-year-old 

male owner of a residence in the 60 block 
of 17 Mile Drive in Pacific Grove inter-
rupted a burglar in his home. He had only 
been away a short while. The homeowner 
grabbed a kitchen knife and in a physical 
altercation with the subject, he stabbed the 
subject in self-defense. The subject fled 
the house in a blue, 2009 Buick LaCrosse 
sedan, California license number 6JES296, 
driven by a female. The homeowners was 
commended by the Pacific Grove police 
department in later ceremonies.

Ten thousand dollars makes a price-
less difference to the men of The Bridge 
Ministry, who seek to reform themselves 
and change their lives by accepting the 
teachings of Jesus as a way out of crip-

pling drug addiction. One such man is 
Duke Kelso, a graduate of the Bridge 
Restoration Ministry’s 2012 program. He 
is trying to raise $10,000 in the 3rd annual 
Bridge to Bridge Ride Fundraiser to help 
men currently in the program pay their fees 
and rebuild their lives.

July 26-Aug. 1, 2013
On Friday, July 19 Omar Norzagaray 

was sworn in as postmaster at the Pacific 
Grove Post Office by Aron Jones, Manager 
of Post Office Operations. Norzagaray 
started his postal career as a distribution 
clerk at the Pacific Grove Post Office in 
April 2001. In 2004, he was promoted 
to supervisor of customer services at the 
Seaside Post Office, later serving as the 
acting postmaster there.

John Weed and Stuart Mason will 
present a performance of traditional fiddle 
tunes and songs that explore the musical 
connections between Ireland and America, 
with tastes of Scotland, Canada, and more 
on Sat., Aug. 3 at the Carl Cherry Center 
for the Arts. On fiddle, guitar, mandola, 
and banjo they bridge the Atlantic to 
recreate a lost magic that resonates with 
the listener of today. Both are members 
of the well-known Celtic powerhouse 
Molly’s Revenge, the old-time bluegrass 
group Little Black Train, and the Irish trio 
Story Road. With Molly’s Revenge, Stuart 

Mason and John Weed have appeared on 
festival stages from Glasgow, Scotland to 
Shanghai, China.

Aug. 2-8, 2013
The Monterey Peninsula Regional 

Water Authority announced July 31 that 
“substantial agreements” have been 
reached by the MPRWA, Cal-Am water 
company, and a number of the intervenors 
who had expressed concerns about Cal-
Am’s water project plans.

MPRWA’s designated negotiator, Car-
mel Mayor Jason Burnett – the MPRWA 
vice-president – said that all six Peninsula 
mayors, the Board of the Monterey Penin-
sula Water Management District and the 
Monterey County Board of Supervisors all 
support the agreement. Other stakeholders 
supporting the agreement include envi-
ronmental advocates, Peninsula business 
interests, and Salinas Valley agricultural 
representatives.

The Pacific Grove Rotary Club which 
meets at noon on Tuesdays at The Inn at 
Spanish Bay in Pebble Beach will have as 
the speaker on August 6, Bill Vandevort, 
Training Specialist, State Fire Training 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion. 

It’s August again when the classic car 
world focuses on the Monterey Peninsula 
for the biggest car event in the world. 

Other places have historic car races, car 
tours, auctions or a Concours D’ Elegance, 
but the Monterey area has all these within 
the same nine days. Historic week begins 
with the Pre-Reunion races at Mazda 
Raceway Laguna Seca on Sat, Aug. 10 
and ends with the Pebble Beach Concours 
D’Elegance and the Gooding Auction at 
Pebble Beach on Sun., Aug. 18. More 
than 75 percent of the cars racing the Pre-
Reunion races you will see at the Rolex 
Monterey Motorsport Reunion races the 
following weekend starting on Fri., Aug. 
16. Access to the track for the Pre-Reunion 
is still free or for the cost of the county park 
entrance fee per car.

Aug. 9-15, 2013
Property owner Nader Agha has ap-

proached the City about reviving plans for 
a hotel on the site of the existing Holman 
Building, and the City Council has also 
revived the Holman Hotel subcommittee 
in response. In December, the subcommit-
tee  was again dissolved due to there being 
nothing to do.

Lesson Number One: They are not 
“seagulls.” They are “Western Gulls.” That 
minute distinction doesn’t negate the fact 
that they are smelly, noisy, messy, and a 
potential health hazard. They steal food 
wherever they can – sometimes right out 
of children’s hands at lunch hour at the 
Pacific Grove Middle School – and are 
fiercely protective of their nests and their 
young. They prey on other species, some 
of which are near extinction, and they eat 
steelhead and oysters in the Monterey 
Bay Sanctuary. In other parts of Central 
California, they collide with airplanes, 
get sucked into jet engines, and swarm 
landfills. A public meeting was held to 
brainstorm on what to do about the influx 
in the downtown area.

At about 11:00 p.m. Monday night, 

an Amber Alert awakened people all 
over California, including Pacific Grove, 
where television programming was inter-
rupted and cell phones issued high-pitched 
alarms. It was the first such alert issued by 
State officials since the system was estab-
lished.People polled said they thought it 
was unnecessary to awaken the entire state 
in such a shocking manner.

Automobilia Monterey kicks off its 
eleventh year on Tues., Aug. 13 and wraps 
up the following day, Wed., Aug. 14. Only 
at Automobilia Monterey will you find 
the finest pre- and post-war automobile 
memorabilia, the world’s most extensive 
inventory of vintage auto posters, a wide 
range of original classic car accoutre-
ments, vintage books and documents, 
original art and photography. Forty ven-
dors have been selected.

Aug. 16-22, 2013
On August 8, 2013 at approximately 

2:50 p.m., a 15-year-old male Pacific 
Grove High School student was ap-
proached by an adult male on Sunset Av-
enue in front of the high school stadium on 
Sunset. According to the student, the male 
asked, “If you had a cell phone, would 
you be able to call someone if I kidnapped 
you?” The student ran to a nearby passerby 
and the male left the area walking on Sun-
set Avenue towards Asilomar.

Patricia Conklin, 47, of Pacific Grove 
was found guilty by a jury on three sepa-
rate counts of elder abuse involving her 
77- year-old mother. The jury trial began 
on Aug. 5, 2013. The jury started delibera-
tions late Friday afternoon and returned 
their verdict Monday morning.

Helen Johnson is best known in Pa-
cific Grove as a butterfly benefactress, but 
she also supports other diverse non-profits 
such as a Navajo Mission in Arizona, and 

bat research. A resident of Canterbury 
Woods, she recently celebrated her 90th 
birthday with friends and staff. A highlight 
of the party was a phone conversation with 
Lincon Brower of Virginia, who is known 
worldwide as an expert on monarch but-
terflies. She also received greetings from 
another monarch expert, Don Davis of 
Ontario, Canada.

Aug. 23-29, 2013
Mike Zimmer of the City of Pacific 

Grove Public Works Department made a 
presentation at the recent Pacific Grove 
Unified school District Board meeting 
to update the board on traffic projects 
around the city, particularly as they affect 
the schools.

The Fountain Avenue cul-de-sac proj-
ect, intended to provide a safe drop-off/
pick-up spot for parents and students, is 
proceeding as planned. A companion to 
that, the sidewalk completion along Hill-
crest Avenue on the south side of Pacific 
Grove Middle School, including an ADA 
ramp at the intersection of Sinex and For-
est Avenues, is expected to be completed 
under budget.

The Pacific Grove Hyperbaric Cham-
ber, which is housed at the firehouse, has 
reopened and is again available for emer-
gency treatment of divers suffering from 
hyperbaric trauma. As the only multi-place 
emergency chamber for California divers 
between Fairfield and Santa Catalina Is-
land — and one of only three in the entire 
state — it is an important, life-saving 
facility.

Museum of Monterey will host an 
evening of reading from the best of Bill 
Minor’s new book, “The Inherited Heart: 
An American Memoir,” along with new 
poems and prose set to music performed 
by Minor on piano, Jaqui Hope on vocals 
and Heath Proskin on bass. Poems, new 
prose and short lyric portions from the 
book are mixed with original recently 
composed pieces and standard songs from 
the era depicted.

Aug. 30-Sept. 5, 2013
In an effort to avoid the contention 

and concerns that came to the fore during 
the spring 2013 harbor seal pupping sea-
son, the City of Pacific Grove will update 
and revise the 2007 policy enacted Dec. 
19, 2007 and make it part of the Municipal 
Code. As part of the Municipal Code, it can 
be enforced to a level not possible with a 
resolution or City Council policy.

On Wed., Aug. 28 a suspicious pack-
age was left at the front of the Monterey 
Public Library, 625 Pacific, Monterey at 
approximately 11:25 a.m. As a result, the 
library was evacuated, along with the Fire 
Department, the Police Department and 
the City Manager’s office. Nearby busi-
nesses were also evacuated. It turned out 
to be recyclable batteries.

A woman identified as Cristina Fer-
nandez Padilla, 50, of Watsonville has 
been arrested for a series of bank robberies 
along the Central Coast and in Modesto. 
Dubbed “The Central Coast Bandit,” Pa-
dilla is believed to have been involved in 
six robberies and one attempted robbery.

Pacific Grove Rotary held their annual 
Kick Out Party at Point Pinos Grill in 
PG, “kicking out” the old board and 
welcoming the new.

A court of a different sort visited the 
Pacific Grove City Council meeting 
on Wed., July 17. The Royal Court of 
the Feast of Lanterns paid a visit and 
received a proclamation by the mayor. 
While Court activities have been on-
going all spring, festivities begin in 
earnest with the annual Chalk Fest on 
July 20 and opening ceremonies on 
July 24, when the Court wishes happy 
birthday to the City of Pacific Grove. 

Games, songs, projects, Bible adven-
tures and snacks are offered at May-
flower Presbyterian Church, during 
Vacation Bible School.

Even though it has been open and en-
joyed by many for quite a few weeks, 
the official ribbon-cutting for the Beach 
House was held last week. Front row,
L-R, Mayor Bill Kampe, Council-
member Alan Cohen, former mayor 
Dan Cort, manager Kevin Phillips, 
and Chamber Ambassador Marylynn 
Andreas.

Even though it has been open and 
enjoyed by many for quite a few 
weeks, the official ribbon-cutting for 
the Beach House was held last week. 
Front row, L-R, Mayor Bill Kampe, 
Councilmember Alan Cohen, former 
mayor Dan Cort, manager Kevin 
Phillips, and Chamber Ambassador 
Marylynn Andreas.

Ann Jealous and Caroline Haskell 
discussed their work, “Combined 
Destinies: Whites Sharing Grief about 
Racism,” a collection of stories from 
writers who explore these highly 
charged issues in their personal lives 
at Pacific Grove Library.

During Auto Week, This 1962 Chevro-
let Corvette was stolen from the drive-
way where it was parked at a Pacific 
Grove bed and breakfast inn. It was 
recovered later with damage.



Page 12 • CEDAR STREET Times • January 3, 2014 

Year in Review
Sept. 27- Oct. 3, 2013 

The SPCA for Monterey County will 
hold its 20th annual Wild Celebration on 
Sunday, October 6 from 2 to 5:30 p.m. 
at Holman Ranch located at 60 Holman 
Road just east of Carmel Valley Village. 
Gourmet food, fine wine and a wide vari-
ety of silent and live auction items will be 
featured, all to support The SPCA’s Wild-
life Rescue and Rehabilitation Center, the 
only center of its kind in Monterey County.

 
The Pacific Grove Museum of Natu-

ral History announces six place-based 
awards to be given to artists juried into 
the exhibition “Central Coast Landscapes: 
Celebrating Nature in Painting.” The 
exhibition opens Nov 9, 2013 and closes 
April 5, 2014.

October 12-13 is Monterey’s History 
Fest or annual “history open house.” The 
weekend is full of activities to explore 
local history. Visit historic buildings and 
sites, join the “treasure a hunt for history” 
by following the path of clever clues, take 
one of the guided tours to some of Cali-
fornia’s most historic places, attend the 
Constitutional Convention reenactment, 
visit a Civil War encampment with cannon 
musket firing demonstrations and a horse 
drawn ambulance.

 Oct. 4-10, 2013 
Two controversial voter initiatives 

are vying for support on the Nov. 5, 2013 
ballot: Measures K and M. Each seeks to 
address future land use on the former Fort 
Ord Lands. A comprehensive Fort Ord 

Reuse Plan was developed in 1995-96 and 
included input from stakeholders including 
the County of Monterey; the cities of Del 
Rey Oaks, Marina, Monterey and Seaside; 
the Fort Ord Reuse Authority (FORA) and 
the Local Agency Formation Commission, 
as prescribed by state law. Many indi-
viduals and groups also participated in the 
process of establishing the plan, including 
a veterans’ cemetery which already has 
gained two grants.

Officer Eva Rasul likely will soon 
return to duty as School Resource Officer, 
serving the schools of the Pacific Grove 
Unified School District. Pacific Grove City 
Council approved funding of half the cost, 
and the other half will likely be approved 
by the school board when it meets Oct. 3.

A group of downtown stakeholders 
-- property owners, business owners, 
City leaders, the Business Improvement 
District (a tax district downtown to which 
all downtown businesses belong) and the 
Chamber of Commerce -- and interested 
citizens have been meeting with Economic 
Development manager Kurt Overmeyer 
over a period of months to discuss vari-
ous issues and potential solutions to the 
questions around bringing back a vital 
prosperous downtown area.

 
Oct. 11-17 2013 

The US Department of Veterans Af-
fairs has announced its intention to award 
the state of California $6.7 million to build 
the California Coast State Veterans Cem-
etery at Fort Ord. The funds will cover all 
construction costs associated with building 
Phase One of the cemetery. The project is 
estimated to cost $9.4 million.

There are not only monarch butterflies 
in the Monarch Sanctuary, they were on 
parade last weekend, along with other 
insects, farmers, clowns, patriots, otters, 
moon jellies, and more. There were a 
few wannabe butterflies who will all too 
soon head off to grade school and their 
kindergarten year. Brave Middle School 
and High School band members donned 
their uniforms in the 80-degree weather 
and kept the little marchers in time as 
parents, townspeople and tourists dived 
for the shade.

After five years of being printed at the 
Watsonville Register-Pajaronian, Cedar 
Street Times will now be printed by SF 
Newspapers. The venerable old press at 
the R-P is being retired. All customers and 
the Watsonville newspaper itself will be 
printed at other sites in the future.

 
Oct. 18-24, 2013 

A ribbon cutting was held this past 
Monday at Lighthouse Preschool, a parent 
cooperative preschool under the umbrella 
of Pacific Grove Adult school. A beauti-
ful new play structure has been installed 
on the site to enhance the play experience 
of all of the children. Kim Biggio, lead 
teacher of Lighthouse Preschool, wrote a 
grant proposal to the Monterey Peninsula 
Foundation and the school was awarded 
$10,000 towards the purchase of the 
structure. Pacific Grove Unified School 
District contributed the additional $15,000 
necessary to make this dream come true.

The recent resignation of Mariphil 
Romanow-Cole, former principal of Forest 
Grove Elementary School, who accepted 
a position at the Monterey County Office 
of Education, set off a quick shuffle of 
administrators in Pacific Grove Unified 
School District, sending former Forest 
Grove principal Craig Beller back to For-
est Grove from his position as principal 
at the Adult School and Community 
High School; moving Barbara Martinez 
away from the position of vice principal 
of Pacific Grove High into the breach to 
fill the principal’s position at the Adult 
and Community High schools, and mov-
ing Sean Keller from his English teacher 
position to become assistant principal at 
the high school.

The second annual trick or treating 
event will be held in downtown Pacific 
Grove on Saturday, October 26 from 10 
a.m. until 4 p.m.

 
Oct. 25-31, 2013 

At recent Business Vitality Working 
Group meetings, one of the items para-

mount on the list of improvements to be 
made downtown – and at the top of the 
“60-Day or Sooner” list – is extending 
the time limits of downtown parking to 
allow customers more time to shop and to 
patronize downtown merchants.

Pacific Grove’s volunteer Commu-
nity Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
experienced a banner year in 2013, add-
ing to its cadre of trained first responders 
and building its supply of emergency 
resources. Volunteer numbers burgeoned 
from 35 to 48, with 3 more enrolled in the 
fall training program.

The original copyright production 
of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat” opened at Santa Catalina 
School Theatre last weekend, and it’s 
overflowing with tricks and treats for the 
whole family.

 
Nov. 1-7, 2013 

Pacific Grove’s mayor, Bill Kampe, 
and four other mayors (Chuck Reed of 
San Jose, Pat Morris of San Bernardino, 
Miguel Pulido of Santa Ana and Tom 
Tait of Anaheim) have submitted a ballot 
initiative for statewide pension reform 
to the Attorney General of the  State of 
California and asked that she consider it 
as soon as possible.

The recent leadership vacancy at For-
est Grove Elementary School provided 
District Superintendent Ralph Gómez Por-
ras the opportunity to promote well-quali-
fied district employees into new leadership 
roles. Barbara Martinez, previous assistant 
principal at Pacific Grove High School is 

Over two mornings, volunteer inter-
viewers from the community partici-
pated in mock employment interviews 
with seniors at Pacific Grove High 
School. The students prepared re-
sumes stating a real or imagined job 
objective and were interviewed and 
then advised on interview techniques. 
The exercise is an annual event for 
Karinne Gordon’s English class. 

Luminary female pioneer of the music 
world, award winning, historically iconic 
“Jazzwoman,” as featured in Jazz-
woman magazine, recent recipient of 
San Francisco’s Yoshi Heritage Jazz 
Society award, Dottie Dodgion plays 
every Thursday night to audiences’ 
delight at the Inn at Spanish Bay. And 
she’s been playing there for seven 
years. Katie Shain and Mike Clancy in-
terviewed this energetic senior citizen.

Forest Hill Manor’s Luau began with 
decoration of the dining room and 
lobby and leis, each with the Hawaiian 
parallel to our own names on them, 
and then the Luau dinner. Wow! There 
was whole roast pig, Mochico chicken, 
Kalua pork, gingered sweet potatoes, 
pineapple upside down cake, macada-
mia nut cream pie and assorted other 
salads and vegetables. The meal was 
followed by Ray Paul and Lee Durley, 
singing Hawaiian songs. LeeAnn and 
Brianna, a mother and daughter team 
did a variety of Hawaiian dances and 
demonstrated Hula dance moves.

Golfers are supposed to replace their 
turf divots in the divot holes – and many 
do, especially those who feel a sense 
of pride in their golf course. However, 
PG Golf Course gets lots of visitors who 
love to play our beautiful course; and 
many aren’t quite as conscientious as 
local golfers in the task of divot replace-
ment.  The result is that, if we want our 
course to look as beautiful as it can, the 
task of divot repair falls upon us locals. 
“Jerry's Kids is a group of older golfers 
who have taken it upon themselves to 
repair divots and replant with seed if 
necessary.

After a nationwide recruitment, which 
stimulated much interest and many 
highly qualified applicants, the City is 
pleased to announce the selection of 
Steven Silveria as the new librarian.

Carnivorous plants number in the 
hundreds, if not thousands. Contrary 
to popular belief, these plants live not 
only in steamy, humid jungles but also 
in arid, desert environments. Dana 
Goforth wrote about ghoulish plants 
in her Diggin’ It column. 

During the Downtown Business Trick-
or-Treat event held Sat., Oct. 26, a 
family that included a kitty cat, an otter 
and a very small tiger met with Officer 
Mark Young at Rabobank. Business 
decorated and distributed treats. Pa-
cific Grove Police Officers dispensed 
junior officer badges, too. 



now principal at the Pacific Grove Adult 
Education Center (AEC).

Winning entries from the Hospice 
Foundation’s children’s art contest will be 
featured in Monterey Peninsula Airport’s 
new exhibition, “Youth Tributes: Honor-
ing and Remembering,” with a free public 
opening on Fri., Nov. 1 from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m.

 
Nov 8-14, 2013 

Measure G, the unique “tech bond” 
which would have provided money for 
Pacific Grove schools to purchase much-
needed technology for students, gained a 
simple majority from the outset of vote-
counting on Election Night, Tues., Nov. 5.

The City Manager's suggestion that 
the Council issue a Request For Propos-
als for a number of jobs to be outsourced 
was aimed at more than one department 
and certainly more than one classification 
of job. A number of people spoke at the 
meeting and the bulk of individuals who 
addressed the Council were against any 
sort of outsourcing, but alternate sugges-
tions were not forthcoming.

At 7:20 a.m. on Sun., Nov. 3, emer-
gency personnel responded to several calls 
from the area of the Pacific Grove Golf 
Links and discovered a burned body at 
the scene of a fire at the men's restroom 
at Crespi Pond at the Golf Links. The 
building, which has since been repaired, 
was cordoned off with police tape. The 
fire appeared to have occurred outside the 
men's bathroom side and the fence was 
been virtually destroyed. I0nitial reports 
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say that there was no more than one person 
-- the victim -- involved. Toxicology and 
autopsy results were returned in Decem-
ber, 2013 and proved inconclusive.

Stuart Elder, 31, of Pacific Grove, on 
11/8/13 will be formally charged with two 
counts of gross vehicular manslaughter 
while intoxicated, one each for the death 
of Pebble Beach residents Sharon Daly 
and Linda Larone plus a special enhance-
ment of causing great bodily injury to a 
third person, Selvia Gattas. The charges 
are the result of an April 7, 2013 collision 
that left the two Pebble Beach women dead 
and Elder's companion, Gattas, seriously 
injured. Families of Daly and Larone have 
recently filed a civil suit in the matter.

 
Nov 15-21, 2013 

The City Council, at its recent meet-
ing, approved the first reading of a new 
sign ordinance it hopes will not only 
streamline the permit process – a long-
term goal – but will also result in a down-
town with signage that's heavy on graphics 
and more attractive to customers.

The Friends of the Pacific Grove Pub-
lic Library is one of the local charitable or-
ganizations chosen this year to participate 
in Monterey Gives! Monterey Gives! is an 
annual event sponsored by The Monterey 
County Weekly, in collaboration with the 
Community Foundation. Organizations are 
chosen based on the quality of their“big 
idea.”

Robert Down Elementary School on 
Pine Avenue honored veterans and active 
military personnel on Friday, November 8. 
In the school “Ottertorium,” the students 
heard inspirational words from United 
States Army Sergeant First Class Timothy 
Keesecker. Sergeant First Class Kees-
ecker and his sons, Carter and Jack, were 
the Masters of Ceremony for the event. 
Sergeant First Class Keesecker explained 
the history behind Veterans Day. Carter 

More than 1400 children and adults 
attended the recent Science Satur-
day at the Pacific Grove Museum of 
Natural History: Spiders & Snakes. 
Pat Stadille, a Carmel Middle School 
teacher, brought his collection of spi-
ders -- including tarantulas -- which 
the children handled. Wally Brode from 
Stone’s Pet Shop is a terrarium spe-
cialist and he brought his pythons and 
boas. This young lady doesn’t appear 
to be impressed, however.

Is there anyone over the age of, say, 
60 who doesn’t know all the words to 
“Hang Down Your Head, Tom Dooley?” 
The Kingston Trio performed Thurs-
day, Nov. 21 at the Performing Arts 
Center in Pacific Grove (PG Middle 
School Auditorium) to a full house.

and Jack Keesecker led the students in the 
Pledge of Allegiance and in singing a pa-
triotic song. A moment of silence was held 
in honor of deceased military members for 
their service in protection of our country.

 
Nov 22-28, 2013 

Reiko K. Koo lived a quiet life in 
Pacific Grove. She married Bonok Koo,a 
Chinese immigrant who taught at the 
Defense Language Institute, in 1961 and 
they lived on Bishop Avenue. Mrs. Koo 
purchased a home on Jewell and an apart-
ment on David in Monterey. After her 
husband of 25 years died in 1986, she lived 
out her life in Pacific Grove. She died in 
2012. The apartment house and the home 
were sold, along with her furnishings and 
other personal belongings.

Let the Monterey Bay Aquarium 
treat you this holiday season. Monterey 
County residents receive free aquarium 
admission between Sat., Dec. 7 and Sun., 
Dec. 15 during its annual community 
open house. Free admission for Monterey 
County residents is an annual thank you to 
the community for its support of the non-
profit aquarium. It’s a great time of year to 
experience the wonders of the aquarium. 
Admission is good for all aquarium ex-
hibits and programs, including the far-out 
world of the Jellies Experience.

In an effort to curb motor vehicle fa-
talities and injuries caused by aggressive 
driving and speeding, California’s number 
one contributor to collisions, the California 
Highway Patrol has launched an enforce-
ment and public education campaign to 
“help prevent unsafe driving and deadly 
collisions.”

 
Nov 29-Dec. 6, 2013 

Questions and accusations continue 
to swirl around now-retired Police Com-
mander John Nyunt, whose estranged 
wife, Kristen Nyunt, has been ordered to 
stand trial on 43 charges including iden-
tify theft, forgery, credit card fraud and 
burglary. Pacific Grove Police Department 

Signs which sprouted near City Hall in 
time for the Nov. 6 City Council meet-
ing were also carried by protestors 
outside the meeting. They are aimed 
at the city’s aim to request proposals 
for outsourcing more city services, 
though no firm decision was made on 
whether or not to actually carry out the 
outsourcing.

There’s a lot of flap at the Pacific 
Grove Museum of Natural History 
about a new native butterfly habitat to 
be sited in the Native Plant Garden on 
the museum grounds. An exhibitions 
designer has been hired and a request 
for proposals for an architect went out
last week. Staying true to the mu-
seum’s mission, it will only house na-
tive butterflies and plants. And staying 
true to the overwintering population 
of monarchs, it will only be open from 
May to August to avoid contamination 
of the visiting population with the cap-
tive one. But monarchs won’t be the 
only winged guests.

“We call it the Shoe Strings concert. 
We emphasize collaboration instead 
of competition,” says Pacific Grove 
director Dave Hoffman of the third col-
laborative concert with Pacific Grove 
and Carmel High School orchestras. 
Carmel director is Brian Handley. The 
concert is an alternative to the annual 
grudge football game, the Shoe Game.

An early morning blaze at Peppers 
Mexicali Cafe at 170 Forest Ave. 
caused rerouting of pedestrians but 
did not disrupt the running of the Big 
Sur Half Marathon. Div. Chief Jim 
Brown told reporters that it was likely 
caused by a buildup of grease inside 
a flue. He estimated damage to the 
restaurant at $5,000 to $10,000. Re-
sponders had the fire under control 
before the 8:00 a.m. race.

Chief Vickie Myers has confirmed that an 
internal investigation has been ordered, 
using an outside investigator, to determine 
Cdr. Nyunt's culpability in the case, if any.

The Pacific Grove City Council at 
its Nov. 20 meeting tackled the issue of 
Pebble Beach Company’s proposed inclu-
sionary housing in the Del Monte Forest 
. Council members Ken Cuneo and Dan 
Miller, along with Mayor Bill Kampe, 
cited the concerns raised by a number of 
Pacific Grove and Pebble Beach residents 
about the location of the proposed housing 
in "Area D" next to the Del Monte Park 
neighborhood.

Get in the spirit this holiday season at 
the Arthritis Foundation’s 4th Annual Jin-
gle Bell Run/ Walk for Arthritis®. Be one 
of the thousands of runners and walkers 
who hit the nation’s pavements, pathways 
and parks this winter to fight arthritis, the 
nation’s most common cause of disability, 
or just come out and cheer the teams on.

Dec. 7-12 2013
The November 21 meeting of the Pa-

cific Grove United School District Board 
was Mike Niccum’s last as a member of 
the board. After 10 years as a school board 
member, of which four (2007-2011) were 
served as chairman, Niccum felt it was 
time for him to step down now that he no 
longer has a child in the system..

 Ronald Franklin Dillon of Salinas 
was arrested by Monterey County Sher-
iffs on charges of burglary, possession of 
burglary tools, possession of stolen prop-
erty, possession of controlled substance, 

In 1994, Fort Ord closed, leaving 
behind 28,000 acres...”Extraordinary 
Ord” explores the fort’s storied history, 
takes viewers deep into the 18,000 
acres of epic wilderness, and exam-
ines the various proposals, successes 
and challenges faced on its behalf by 
the Monterey Bay community. This 
shot is of a prescribed burn under-
taken by BLM to clear the area of 
unexploded ordnance. Film by Eric 
Palmer features interviews with local 
officials and others and was a featured 
selection at the Monarch Film Festival.

Service dogs can provide a safety net 
for families living with Autism Spec-
trum Disorder, assisting with autistic 
behaviors as well as protecting from 
dangers such asbolting and wander-
ing. Service dogs can also provide af-
fection and communication outlets for 
children with autism. Pawsitive Service 
Dog Solutions is now available on the 
Monterey Peninsula.
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possession of drug paraphernalia, illegal 
use of a police scanner, illegal U-turn, and 
probation violation. Evidence was found 
which linked him to burglaries on San 
Benancio Rd., Toro Park, and incidents in 
the Carmel Valley area.

The long-anticipated second an-
nual Monarch Film Festival will return on 
Wed., Dec. 11 and Thurs., Dec. 12 begin-
ning at 4:15 p.m. at Lighthouse Cinemas in 
Pacific Grove. This two-day event features 
works from nine local film professionals 
and students as well as documentaries, 
features and shorts from all over the world. 
The awards ceremony and second screen-
ing featuring the winning selections will 
be the following day, Dec. 12 at 6:00 p.m. 
Join us in celebrating cinematic achieve-
ments from independent film makers, and 
enjoy the “Locals’ Corner” – films made 
exclusively by local film makers and stu-
dents showing on the big screen, giving 
our home town a chance to support the 
local film making community.

 
Dec. 13-19, 2013

Another water bond proposal has been 
put forth, and on Tues., Dec. 17 a hearing 
has been set which will focus on the loom-
ing water crisis and what the proposed 
water bond could do about it. Besides the 

legislators scheduled to give opening re-
marks, including Assemblymember Mark 
Stone which represents our area, there will 
be testimony from: John Ricker, Direc-
tor, Santa Cruz County Water Resources 
Division; Dave Stoldt, General Manager, 
Monterey Peninsula Water Management 
District; and Richard LeWarne, Assistant 
Director, Environmental Health Bureau, 
Monterey Department of Health

Children and Christmas were every-
where on Caledonia Ave. on Sat., Dec. 
7. At Caledonia Park, there was the 20th 
Annual Stillwell’s Fun in the Park with 
rides, bounce houses, a petting zoo and 
entertainment – including the Snowman 
and Snow Queen and of course Mr. & 
Mrs. Claus. Walking just a short distance 
to the other end of Caledonia Ave., families 
enjoyed indoor fun at the Pacific Grove 
Adult School’s Co-Op Preschool 33rd An-
nual Winterfest. The Children’s Store and 
General Store offered affordable presents 
that were gift-wrapped for free. There 
was plenty of delicious food at the Snow 
Café and the Bake Sale offered a variety 
of festive desserts. Prizes were won at the 
Ice Fishing game and children stood in line 
to have their faces painted. Many gener-
ous Pacific Grove businesses contributed 
prizes to the raffle.

El Dorado County District Attorney 
Vern Pierson has announced that the jury 
in the penalty phase trial of convicted se-
rial murderer Joseph Michael Nissensohn 
has concluded. After deliberating for ap-
proximately 90 minutes, the jury returned 
with a verdict in favor of the death penalty.

 
Dec. 20-26, 2013

Cristina Padilla, also known locally 
as “The Central Coast Bandit,” stands 
accused of robbing the Monterey Credit 
Union at 161 Fountain Avenue in Pacific 
Grove on New Year’s Eve 2011. If she 
is convicted of that charge, as well as 
13 other charges she faces in San Luis 
Obispo County, she could be eligible for 
a “third strike,” making a life sentence a 
possibility.

The CCS Div. IV Championship game 
between the Pacific Grove Breakers 
and the Sacred Heart Prep Gators 
was an exciting one. The Dec. 7 
game, played under the lights at Inde-
pendence High School in San Jose, 
saw a number of fans make the trek 
to support the team, and even more 
watching a live stream on the Inter-
net and following our play-by-play on 
Facebook and Twitter. It was a good 
one, but the Breakers went down to a 
powerhouse Sacred Heart team 56-21. 
Their ground-pounding style of play 
was more than our high-flying style 
could conquer.

A lone, large elephant seal climbed 
onto a Pacific Grove beach during the 
weekend and joined the hundreds of 
smaller harbor seals that frequent the 
place. The visiting elephant seal is 
an adult male, believed to be about 
5 years old and weighs an estimated 
1,600 pounds or more. The big guy 
shimmied to the top of the beach and 
slept there peacefully for the next few 
days. This is believed to be the sixth 
bull elephant to visit the Hopkins Ma-
rine Beach which has become a harbor 
seal rookery. It is hoped he will move 
on, but as of New Year’s Eve, he was 
still hanging out on the beach with his 
smaller cousins.

Enhanced DUI enforcement is in store 
for Monterey and San Benito counties as 
local police begin the eighth annual holi-
day crackdown. With this campaign a new 
year of special funding begins with a grant 
from the California Office of Traffic Safety 
through the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration. The Salinas Police 
Department has received a $212,787 grant 
to coordinate Avoid the 20. Other police 
agencies in the county receive funds for 
the DUI saturation patrols.

John Koza, long-time director of the 
Camerata Singers, was profiled in our 
Dec. 13 issue. The singers made an 
appearance at the First United Meth-
odist Church.

The Pfeiffer Fire in Big Sur: An SPCA 
vehicle containing evacuee animals 
heads down the road into an eerie 
sunset. The SPCA rescued and relo-
cated alpacas, goats, sheep, llamas, 
chickens and more. As of 6:00 pm. 
Wed., Dec. 18, officials advised that 
all but the chickens had been moved 
to other shelter. The evacuation 
watch was issued Dec. 17 at 3:00 
p.m. the Red Cross set up an evacu-
ation center at Fernwood Resort, but 
by 5:00 p.m. Dec. 18 closed it down 
as not many people were coming 
in for help. Most, said a Red Cross 
spokeswoman, were sheltering with 
family and friends elsewhere. Ac-
commodations were also offered by 
nearby hotels and restaurants.
The Big Sur “Pfeiffer Fire” sparked 
Sun., Dec. 15 or early morning 
Mon., Dec. 16 and by press time 
Thurs., Dec. 19 was at 79 percent 
containment, with 917 acres burned. 
Estimates are that 22 structures 
were destroyed, though hundreds 
of firefighters from various jurisdic-
tions fought the blaze in rough ter-
rain, aided by four air tankers and 
four helicopters. Officials declared 
100 percent containment Friday. No 
figures are available yet on numbers
left homeless -- those and damage 
estimate costs will come later when 
the fire is out and the investigators 
move in.
Air quality advisories were issue on 
Tues. and Wed. as smoke was car-
ried by the wind to inland areas as 
well as coastal cities.

An uncertain future: Young refugees 
boarded a plane in Tanzania bound 
for repatriation in an unsettled South 
Africa. Photo is a still from footage shot 
by Bob Pacelli on behalf of the UN. 
the death of Nelson Mandela brought 
back a flood of memories for the local 
cameraman, who chronicled the refu-
gee crises of the 1990s for the United 
Nations and met Nelson Mandela and 
his then-wife, Winnie Mandela, on 
separate occasions.

Not just birders will want to hear this 
talk on Sat., Jan. 4 at 3:00 p.m. about the 
natural history of cormorants. Evolution 
has crafted the only creature on Earth that 
can migrate the length of a continent, dive 
and hunt deep underwater, perch comfort-
ably on a branch of a wire, walk on land, 
climb up cliff-faces, feed on thousands of 
different species, and live beside both fresh 
and salt water in a vast global range of 
temperatures and altitudes, often in close 
proximity to humans.

 
Dec. 27, 2013-Jan. 2, 2014

The Pacific Grove Peace Officers As-
sociation, suffering morale issues and job 
security uncertainty, has agreed to a new 
contract with the City of Pacific Grove. 
There is no change in salary, but other 
provisions from the previous agreement 
saw big changes.

Howard Burnham will present several 
live performances at the Little House in 
Jewell Park in the near future, including 
“Charles Dickens” performing his “A 
Christmas Carol” on Saturday, December 
28 at two showings, 3:30 and 5:30 p.m. 
On Saturday, January 18, he will present 
“Rats, Riots and Romantics: a guide to 
19th century Paris with the poet, Theophile 
Gautier” at 5:30 p.m. On Saturday, Febru-
ary 15, he will perform a Valentine’s Day 
program, “And the bride wore: a humor-
ous look at wedding fashions and customs 
through the ages” at 5:30 p.m.

Local merchants reported successful 
Black Fridays, though none opened on 
Thanksgiving, bucking a national phe-
nomenon. Shop Small Saturdays and 
Cyber Mondays also brought smiles 
to the faces of local shops which have 
been suffering during the economic 
downturn of the past few years.

A simple, elegant window graced the 
Fountain Avenue location of the AFRP 
Treasure Shop for the holiday season.

The

Associates of  

Cedar Street 

Times

wish you a 

Happy

New

Year!

You can look forward 
to more of the same  
local news in the com-
ing year. We invite 
you to read the rest of 
these stories and more  
photos on our website

at  
www.cedarstreettimes.com 

in the  
“Back Issues” section.


