
This program is brought to you FREE by Pacific Grove’s only weekly NEWSpaper

Marge Ann Jameson, Publisher • Dixie Lane, Editorial • With Peter Mounteer and Others
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S P O N S O R S :
Project Bella/Domaine Hospitality, California American Water, Central Avenue Pharmacy, 

J.R. Rouse of Sotheby’s International Realty, & Asilomar Conference Grounds

FREE ADMISSION

PG Rotary Parade • Carnival Rides • Petting Zoo • Pony Rides • YMCA Fair   
Beer & Wine Garden • Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast • Pie Eating Contest

Quilt Show • Classic Car Display • Fireman Challenge • Mustache Competition

April 9 & 10, 2016
Saturday and Sunday
Downtown Pacific Grove

Good Old   
 Days

STREET FESTIVAL and FAIR

PACIFIC GROVE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 59TH ANNUAL



Welcome to Good Old Days!
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On behalf of the City of Pacific Grove 
and the Pacific Grove Chamber of Com-
merce, we wish to thank Alan Cohen for 
chairing the Good Old Days celebration 
for over 14 years. We greatly appreciate 
your time and energy. 
Now in our 59th year, Good Old Days 
continues to be the largest music and arts 
festival in the tri-county area, offering five 
entertainment venues and more than 230 
food and craft vendors. And admission is 
always free. The event schedule contains 
traditional favorites as well as many new 
entertainers and activities. 
We appreciate the groups and individu-
als responsible for bringing you such a 
great event. First, we wish to thank Pa-
cific Grove City Council and Mayor Bill 
Kampe for approving the Good Old 
Days. The event would not take place if it 
were not for the services provided by the 
City. More than 30 nonprofit groups and 
community service organizations will be 

at the event. Please patronize these great 
organizations. A special thanks to the vol-
unteer groups, the Good Old Days Plan-
ning Committee, and Chairman Alan 
Cohen. Finally, we wish to acknowledge 
the hard work and dedication of all city 
staff and department heads, especially the 
City’s public works crew. 
There is some pride that comes with liv-
ing on the Peninsula. How ever you are 
involved, this area sustains a community 
spirit like no other. Good Old Days is 
proud to be part of this spirit. 

Health Code Regulation: No 
Dogs in the Food Area

We recognize that pets are part of the 
family and as such, pets are welcome at 
the Good Old Days. Please help us com-
ply with the law by keeping pets away 
from the food sections during the Good 
Old Days. Thank you for respecting the 
law. 

Where to Eat
Although there are over 40 food vendors at the Good Old Days, we are requesting 
our members and locals to frequent the downtown restaurants during your visit to the 
festival. Pacific Grove restaurants support our schools, nonprofits, and youth groups. 
Below is a list for your consideration:
17th Street Grille
Aliotti’s Victorian Corner
Fandango Restaurant
Goodies Deli
Holly’s Lighthouse Café
International Cuisine
jeninni kitchen + wine bar
Mando’s Restaurant
Mauricio’s Restaurant

Max’s Grill
Pacific Thai Cuisine
Passionfish
Peppers MexiCali Café
Petra Restaurant
Red House Cafe
Toasties Café

Stephen Covell 

11am–2pm

Acoustic-Indie Soloist

The Wharf Rats

3pm–6pm

Classic Rock 5-piece

SATURDAY

SUNDAY
Victory Lane

1pm–4pm

Classic Rock Power Trio

This is the third annual PG Rotary Good Old Days Beer and Wine 
Garden. Located at the Rabobank courtyard on the corner of 
Lighthouse and Grand, a variety of premium craft beers hard cider 
and wine are available for purchase. Proceeds support the many 
wonderful service projects of Rotary. The Garden is open throughout 
Good Old Days weekend; Saturday from 9am to 6pm and Sunday 
from 9am to 5pm.

Stephen Covell 
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Acoustic-Indie Soloist

The Wharf Rats

3pm–6pm

Classic Rock 5-piece

SATURDAY

SUNDAY
Victory Lane

1pm–4pm

Classic Rock Power Trio

This is the third annual PG Rotary Good Old Days Beer and Wine 
Garden. Located at the Rabobank courtyard on the corner of 
Lighthouse and Grand, a variety of premium craft beers hard cider 
and wine are available for purchase. Proceeds support the many 
wonderful service projects of Rotary. The Garden is open throughout 
Good Old Days weekend; Saturday from 9am to 6pm and Sunday 
from 9am to 5pm.

SATURDAY

This is the fourth annual PG Rotary Good Old Days Beer 
and Wine Garden. Located at the Rabobank courtyard on 
the corner of Lighthouse and Grand, a variety of premum 
craft beers, hard cider and wine are available for purchase. 
Proceeds support the many wonderful service projects 
of rotary. The Garden is open throughout Good Old Days 
weekend; Saturdays from 9am to 6pm and Sunday from 9am 
to 5pm. For your enjoyment, we present, live at the Beer & 
Wine Garden...

Boscoe’s Brood
11pm - 1pm
Creative acoustic fun

The Wharf Rats
2pm - 5pm
Classic Rock 5-piece

Sean Ryan
1pm - 4pm
Acoustic originals & covers

SUNDAY

Best Mustache Competition
1pm 
$100 cash prize

Victory Lane
1:30pm-4:30pm
Classic Rock Power Trio

The Firefighter Combat Challenge will take place on Sunday, April 10, begin-
ning at 11:00 a.m. on Lighthouse Avenue, between 19th Street and Park Street.

SPECIAL NEEDS
Welcome to Good Old Days. All stages, sites, building and areas are accessible. Dis-
abled parking is available in the City’s parking lot between Bank of American & 
Fandango Restaurant. If you have any special needs, please contact Rita Pescatore at 
(831) 373-3304 or email rita@pacificgrove.org. All requests must be in writing and 
24 hours prior to the event. Thank you. 

Thank You Good Old Days 
Parade Chairman Ken Cuneo

The Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce extends a very special thank you to Ken 
Cuneo, PG City Council Member, for chairing the Pacific Grove Rotary Parade dur-
ing the Good Old Days. All of your hard work is greatly appreciated. 

- Moe Ammar, President, Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce

Free Fingerprinting for Children
The Pacific Grove Masonic Lodge #331 
will again fingerprint children free of 
charge in an effort to promote child safety 
and defense against abduction and preda-
tion. This service will be conducted at the 
Masonic Lodge during the hours of 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sat. April 9 and again 
on Sun., April 10, the days of the Good 
Old Days Celebration in Pacific Grove. 
The Masonic Lodge is located next to the 
Pacific Grove Post Office. Fingerprinting 
of young children has proven to be an ef-
fective tool in the process of locating and 
returning missing children. All are wel-
come. For more information, please call 
(831) 649-1834.

Firefighter Combat Challenge
Competitors start at a starting line, and on signal, run to climb a ladder with hose. 
Once at the top, they lay the hose down and reach over the edge to hoist another 
hose up to their level.
When they climb down, they aim the charged hose at a target.
The final event is the “Manikin Drag” with a 160-pound manikin.
And they’ll compete in their turnouts - fire repellant pants, helmets and coats of the 
sort they wear every time the alarm goes off.  set of turnouts, including  the breathing 
apparatus, weighs about 60 pounds. 



2016 Good Old Days On-Going Events Schedule
Saturday and Sunday, April 9 & 10 •  9 am – 5 pm

Monterey County’s Largest Arts & Crafts Show ~ Over 220 vendors from 12 states 
(On Lighthouse Ave. between 11th and Congress Ave.)

Have a Good Old Time!

H PACIFIC GROVE H
318 GRAND AVE.

831-375-4322

Service H Sales H Repair
CLOTHING: Castelli • Craft • Hincapie • Pearlizumi

SHOES: Sidi • Pearlizumi • Mavic
HELMETS: Giro • Bell
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Saturday Special Events
BookWorks Dance Stage  • All Day

A new attraction on Saturday only is the BookWorks Dance Stage.
Nine dance groups from around the Monterey Peninsula will perform 

back-to-back throughout the day. 
•
8 am – 11 am Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast
$5, Proceeds benefit Pacific Grove charities 
(Jewell Park across from the Museum)

10 am – 11 am  PG Rotary Good Old Days Parade
Over 100 entries!
 (On Pine Ave. between Granite and Grand Ave.)

10:30 am – 5 pm YMCA presents Kids Fair
Free event with lots of prizes!  Inflatable obstacle course, soccer, 
basketball, lacrosse, face painting, crafts and healthy snacks. (Jewell 
Park across from Museum, Central and Forest)

11 am – 5 pm Classic Car Show 
 (Grand Avenue between Laurel and Lighthouse Ave.)

? pm Best Mustache Competition
 The Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce and Phill’s Barber 
Shop will be hosting the second annual Best Mustache Competition. 
The judging will be held at the Rotary Club Beer Garden by Phill 
Benson, owner of Phill’s Barber Shop.
 (Rabobank Courtyard, 561 Lighthouse Ave.)

4:30 pm Lighthouse Fellowship Pie Eating Contest
 Participate in or enjoy watching the first Lighthouse Fellowship 
Pie Eating Contest! Contestants must sign up before 3 pm at the 
Lighthouse Fellowship booth.
(Goodies Stage, 518 Lighthouse Ave.)

Sunday Special Events
11 am – 2:00 pm Monterey Fire Department Fire Fighters 
Combat Challenge
A great competition of several firemen from the tri-county. Enjoy and 
support your favorite Fire Department. For more information: 831-
646-3900. 

Carnival rides
for the entire family. (In front of the Post Office)

•
Pony rides ( Jewell Park across from PG Museum of Natural History)

•
Petting Zoo (18th and Lighthouse)

•
Bubble Fun Water Bubbles for kids to walk on water!

Kids get into the ball and try to run, crawl and walk on water. ( Jewell 
Park across from PG Museum of Natural History)

•
Good Old Days Latin Stage DJ Willi Entertainment is bringing 
the Latin Rhythm to PG.

Special guests from all over the county will be performing and 
instructing Latin Dances, Zumba and Latin Singers.

And everyone is welcome to dance with us!  (Chase Bank, Forest & 
Lighthouse)

•

Quilt Show by Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild 
10 am – 5 pm

$5 per person, children 18 and under free with parent
(Chautauqua Hall, 16th Street and Central Avenue)

For more information, visit www.mpqg.org
•

Pacific Grove Rotary Club Beer Garden • 9 am – 5 pm
Serving beer and wine. (Rabobank Courtyard, 561 Lighthouse Ave.)

•
Free Fingerprinting for Children • 10 am - 4 pm

Pacific Grove Masonic Lodge #331 will fingerprint children free 
of charge in an effort to promote child safety and defense against 

abduction and predation. All are welcome. For more information, call 
649-1834. (Masonic Lodge, 130 Congress Avenue)
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forest

Discover a whole new 
view on senior living.

551 Gibson Ave.  |  Pacific Grove, CA 93950
www.foresthillretirement.org

Owned and operated by California-Nevada Methodist Homes, 
a California non-profit organization.

RCFE Lic # 270700245
COA #050

Celebrating

YEARS

Over

Set in Pacific Grove on the Monterey Peninsula, Forest Hill is a full service 
retirement community that is truly like no other. Here, residents enjoy 
breathtaking views of both the Monterey Bay and the Pacific Ocean, in a 
community with unique architectural features, beautiful landscaping, and a 
variety of apartments and cottages.

This spectacular setting is matched with the finest amenities and the highest 
caliber of care. Our skilled nursing facility has been awarded the highest 
Medicare rating. And our dining is second to none with gourmet culinary 
creations from our team of master chefs. Come in and discover how Forest 
Hill can take life to new heights.

Views of the Ocean. Views of the Bay. 
And a whole new viewpoint on how rich life can be.

Proud to support the Pacific Grove Chamber of 
Commerce Good Ole Days Street Festival!

Call 831-646-6489 today to schedule 
a tour and see for yourself all that this dynamic 
full service retirement community has to offer. 

Member
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Back in the Good Old Days When Forest Hill was the Forest Hill Hotel-

Couple Married 74 Years
Honeymooned in Pacific Grove

As told to Marge Ann Jameson

Richard “Dick” Gamble’s family moved to Pacific Grove from an Alaskan mining 
camp in 1925. They lived on Bentley Street. His dad worked at the sand plant in 
Pebble Beach, and Dick went to Pacific Grove schools. In fact, he attended Robert H. 
Down elementary when Robert Down was the principal.
After graduating Pacific Grove High School in 1939 (when it was still on Forest, 
where the middle school is now) Dick went to Purdue University in Indiana.
It was there he met Barbara on a blind date. They fell in love and got engaged in 
1940. Dick left Purdue to join the Army and was stationed at Camp Roberts. His 
parents wouldn’t allow them to marry; so they waited until they were 21 and, in 1942, 
Barbara took a train from Indiana to join Dick and theywere married in the home of 
a Methodist minister in Salinas. 
They spent their honeymoon at the beautiful Forest Hill Hotel, where they spent four 
nights and remitted the grand sum of $16 for the stay. They have saved the receipt, 
and so has Forest Hill Manor, which has it on display in their lobby.
During their honeymoon, they spent a lot of time at various beaches and checked out 
the food on Fisherman’s Wharf. They didn’t have a car, so they moved about by bus or 
on foot.
As they couldn’t find a rental home near the Army base, Barbara went back to Indi-
ana, and later joined Dick at Ft. Sill, OK. They began the moving lifestyle typical of 
service members.The first of their five children was born in Mississippi, then Dick 
was shipped overseas to serve with Patton’s army in Germany and upon discharge 
returned to Purdue to graduate in 1948. 
His first job was in electrical engineering in Washington State first in Longview, WA 
and then in Seattle where he worked for 18 years, and then eight years in San Bruno. 
While in San Bruno they lived in Belmont. where they lived until retirement in 1978 
when they moved back to Pacific Grove.
“We  were lucky that prices in Pacific Grove were still reasonable,” said Dick. They 
bought a home on Bayview for $40,000 then and have lived there since.
Since retiring, “We have been busy after retirement doing volunteer work with the 
Hospice of the Central Coast and more recently, Meals On Wheels where Barbara 
still does office work.” Dick was a driver there till giving up their car. They have 
travelled to see their two daughters still in Seattle and one in Sedro Woolley, WA, 
ND  fourth in Savannah, GA. Their son lives in Campbell. The Gambles now have 
10 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.
Says Dick, “The changes in PG have been many but lots is the same, too. The beach 
is still here minus the big swimming pool. Holman’s still stands but is soon to change 
again. The sand plant gone, replaced by condos. I miss the old Grove theater and 
Irwin’s ice cream shop, among others.”
“Missing too of course is ‘my’ high school, but the auditorium is still standing,” he 
added.
Forest Hill is still standing, too, and as grand as ever, dominating the skyline as a 
senior living community where many have chosen to live out their retirement.

The Gambles now, and then.

A color post card from the era

The receipt for a four-night stay — $16.

A tri-fold brochure, courtesy of Forest Hill Manor, shows nearby at-
tractions: 17-Mike Drive, rhe swimming pool at Lovers Point.

The exterior of Forest Hill Manor looks much the same, but the vin-
tage of automobiles has changed. Courtesy Forest Hill Manor.
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Entertainment Schedule

Saturday, April 9
Moonalice Stage

13th Street and Lighthouse Avenue, 481 Lighthouse Avenue
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm: Moonalice
Moonalice is San Francisco’s renowned Psychedelic Rock and Blues Jam band who opened for U2 in 2011! These seasoned musicians feel that live music should be a communal 
experience where the listener and musicians feed and derive inspiration from each other. Their songs try to speak to everyone, mixing a variety of genres with extended musical 
improvisations that evoke a sense of adventure and exploration.  Moonalice has performed at Good Old Days to the delight of audiences for three years. They have become The 
Band of Good Old Days.

Bank of America Stage
16th Street and Lighthouse Avenue, 601 Lighthouse Avenue

10:00 am – 11:00 am: Cypressaires
The Monterey Peninsula Cypressaires are one of over 800 Chapters in the United 
States and Canada comprising the Barbershop Harmony Society. They specialize in 
the unaccompanied, four-part harmony style of singing known as “Barbershop”, and 
have delivered hundreds of critically acclaimed performances all over the Monterey 
Peninsula since they formed in 1956. The Cypressaires are a mainstay in the local cho-
ral scene, and their many appearances at PG Good Old Days have become a tradition.

11:30 am – 12:30 pm: Thom Cuneo Jazz Band
The “Thom Cuneo’s Jazz Band” was formed in 
2004 from a solid Group of Local Professional 
Jazz enthusiasts. They are an exciting high-en-
ergy band providing fresh insightful lyrics with 
a blend of gorgeous harmonies specializing in 
the traditional styles of Glen Miller, Peggy Lee, 
Sarah Vaughan, Miles Davis and Antonio-Carlos 
Jobim. They have an extensive repertory of Jazz, 
Blues, Latin and Bossa Nova with a big band 
swing with vocalist.  

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm: Linda Arceo Band
An accomplished, self-taught singer, 
songwriter, and acoustic rhythm guitar-
ist, Linda Arceo has had radio airplay 
throughout California. Her established 
career includes being the lead singer for 
various Top 40 cover bands of multiple 
genres but more importantly her own 
band, with which she played for many 
years. To date, she has recorded and dis-
tributed six CDs, a collection of music 
played at sold-out shows as a soloist, duo 
and bands. Her music influences include 
Classic Rock, New Country, Alternative 
music and Latin.  Linda’s music has been 
described as “Vintage Rock-Inspired In-
die Music.”

2:30 pm – 3:30 pm: The Snarky Cats

Moonalice

Moonalice is a psychedelic, roots-rock band of seasoned musicians mixing a variety of 
genres with  extended musical improvisations.
Every show has an original art poster, created by a well-known artist, and with its own 
unique Moonalice “legend.”  The poster is free to all attendees.  www.moonaliceposter.
com. This year, the poster artist for Saturday, April 9, 2016 is Gregg Gordon. The 
poster artist for Sunday, April 10, 2016 is Dennis Larkins,
All Moonalice concerts are  broadcast live in HD  and available in an online archive 
shortly after their set.  www.moonalice.com
Over 407k on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/moonalice • Over 67k on Twit-
ter:  https://twitter.com/moonalice
Moonalice was the brainchild of the great producer T Bone Burnett in 2007 because 
he wanted to create a band with a San Francisco 60’s sound. Moonalice  plays mostly 
original material mixed with some covers, and during their extended freeform jams the 
band moves as one, drawing from many musical genres honed from  years of experi-
ence playing with various major acts.  
Moonalice band members are:
Barry Sless: lead guitar, pedal steel guitar, bass (Phil  Lesh & Friends, David Nelson  
Band, Kingfish, Cowboy Jazz)
Pete Sears: bass, guitar, keyboards, vocals (Doobie Decibel System, Sam Gopal Dream, 
Rod Stewart, Long John Baldry, original Jefferson Starship, Hot Tuna, Peter Rowan, 
Jimi Hendrix, Jerry Garcia, Bob Weir,  Phil Lesh & Friends,  Steve Kimock, David 
Nelson,  John Lee Hooker and more).

Roger McNamee:   rhythm and lead guitar, bass, vocals (Doobie Decibel System 
(DDS) Duo with Jason Crosby and Doobie   Decibel System (DDS) Band with 
Jason Crosby,  Pete Sears,   Dan “Lebo” Lebowitz  and  Jay Lane.  Plus Guff, The 
Engineers, Random Axes, Flying  Other Brothers)
John Molo: drums, vocals (Bruce Hornsby &  The Range, John Fogerty, Phil Lesh & 
Friends, The Other Ones).  
Big Steve Parish: Manager, Road Scholar, Medicine Man, Story Teller. (Grateful   
Dead family member and co-founder of  Jerry Garcia Band).  
Moonalice’s hit  single “It’s 4:20 Somewhere” has been downloaded over  4.6 mil-
lion times. You can download it  at  http://www.moonalice.com/song/its-420-some-
where. Moonalice   now has a   radio station of its own. Find Moonalice Radio on  
moonalice.com.  You’ll find all the band members sharing stories and playing a wide 
variety of their favorite music – classic rock, reggae, Americana, oldies, blues, soul 
and jam bands. Plus Moongirl, 420 news, storyteller/medicine man Big Steve Par-
ish, the  Doobie Decibel System, and  TheHash.org, with DJ Ben Fong-Torres every 
weekend.
‘Moonalice 420 Gathering of the Tribe 2014’ short film  by Jay Blakesberg and Alex 
Fischer featuring Moonalice posters, select artists and their inspiration.    The seven 
minute video can be viewed at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iwYvJhlJn0k
Videos are available on  moonalice.com  and every show poster (each with a unique 
legend) can be viewed at  moonaliceposters.com.   
Moonalice  photos by legendary photographer, Bob Minkin:  

Names of band members from left to right: John Molo, Pete Sears, Barry Sless & Roger McNamee

Linda Arceo Band

Thom Cuneo Jazz Band



1:45 pm – 2:30 pm: Minarets High School Singer-Songwriter & Chorus Classes
Singer-Songwriter is a class that allows 
creative expression to be fostered with 
song writing structure instruction.  Per-
forming at this year’s Good Old Days 
will be:  Emily Anderson, Ayami Sap-
pington, Sophia Manning, and Joseph 
Salazar.   The Chorus class prepares 
songs seasonally and will be performing 
selections from their Spring Concert 
coming up in May.

3:00 pm – 3:45 pm: Minarets High 
School Show Band
The Show Band  is a Career Technical 
Education oriented course that utilizes 
top performers from across the music de-
partment. The band simulates the preparation and performance style band you might 
see on a cruise ship or in an amusement park; exposing the students to what goes into 
being a professional musician/performer

4:15 pm – 5:00 pm: Samz School of Rock
Samz School of Rock has been coaching 
student bands since Sept. 2010.  Students 
who attended their summer rock camps re-
ally enjoyed their experiences and wanted 
to continue playing music with their peers. 
Founder, Sam Martinez decided to help 
these students build their musical abilities, 
assemble youth bands and gain public ex-
posure by performing at local community 
events.  
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The San Francisco Bay Area based 
Snarky Cats Band play Psychedelic Blues 
Rock.   An exciting jambalaya of old 
and new musical influences that always 
changes and keeps shows fresh, enter-
taining and always full of surprises for 
the audience. 

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm: The LightFighters
The LightFighters propulsive sound will jolt you out of your seat and serve you up 
with the feel-good, rhythm-drenched, rock and roll sonics of yesterday. Hailing from 
a land where California surf and sun meet the picturesque valleys that conjure up im-
ages of a Steinbeck novel, this Monterey and Salinas based outfit maintains a grass 
roots approach to songwriting and production.   
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm: Stu Heydon Blues Band

17th Street Grille Stage
17th Street and Lighthouse Avenue, 617 Lighthouse Avenue

Goodies Stage
Fountain Avenue and Lighthouse Avenue, 518 Lighthouse Avenue

10:15 am – 11:00 am: The Moonglow Band
The Moonglow Band finds delight in playing Great American Songbook Standards. 
The core of the band is Bari Roberts on guitar and vocals, and Michael Gaines on 
Upright Bass and vocals. Joining the band will be several guest musicians. Come and 
enjoy the sweet swinging sound of Moonglow. Moonglow plays at a weekly ballroom 
dance, as well as for private venues on the Monterey Peninsula. The band plays trios 
as well as larger ensembles as requested.

11:30 am – 12:15 pm: Slingshot
Slingshot is a four-piece band with Venetia Britton on Vocals, Jim Miksche on Gui-
tar, Craig Corfiatis on Bass, and Dennis Gonsalves on drums. They hail from the 
Central Valley in California. They play a blend of blues, R&B, and blues rock and 
have recently been in the studio, working on some originals tunes that they’ll be shar-
ing with you at  Good Old Days.

12:45 pm – 1:30 pm: Minarets High Rock Music Performance Class
Rock Music Performance is a class that 
focuses on modern day performing, 
while gaining an understanding of the 
history and progression of rock music.  
The students sometimes are assigned 
groups and sometimes assemble their 
own.   Performing at this year’s Good 
Old Days is a group of seniors: Jacob 
Vela, Alex Bourdet, Jacob Little, Cal-
vin Casey.

Bank of America Stage cont’d
Stu was taught by John L. Hooker and 
has toured for over 30 years all over North 
America. For the past 20 years, Stu has 
taught blues and recorded most musicians 
in Monterey and continues to teach and 
record at Carmel Recording Studio in the 
barnyard. Stu will be inducted into the 
Canadian Hall of Fame this September 
and already has a Lifetime Achievement 
Award, Best Guitarist Award, and a Paul 
Harris Award from the Carmel Rotary.

The Snarky Cats

Stu Heydon Blues Band

10:00 am – 10:45 am: Hazel Mountain
Hazel Mountain is coming to PG straight from grandma’s back porch with a rootsy 
blend of classic Americana. Clap your hands and tap your toes, and join in a chorus or 
two with Craig Collord on banjo, Rebecca Stone on fiddle, and Lee Tuten on guitar. 
Good times at Good Old Days!

11:15 am – 12:00 pm: ASha-Med
ASha-Med, the garage-and-everything-
else rock band, are proud to be playing 
the Good Old Days Celebration for their 
eighth straight year. ASha-Med funnels 
it’s influences, bands such as the Re-
placements, Tom Waits, Toy Dolls and 
the Beatles, through a garage-punk filter, 
sprinkling in some traditional folk and 
classical for good measure. The result is 
a sound different enough to turn heads 
and stop passers-by every year they play 
the festival. 

12:30 pm – 1:15 pm: Charmas
Charmas, from Santa Cruz, plays tradi-
tional and modern Celtic music, mixed with 
classic rock, pop, ska, reggae, and whatever 
else inspires people to dance and sing. Col-
lectively, this 5-piece band features lead and 
harmony vocals, flute, low whistle, fiddle, 
Great Highland bagpipes, saxophone, gui-
tar, bass, and kit drums. Check out samples 
of their music at www.charmasband.com.

ASha-Med

Minarets High School Show Band

Mambo Wally

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm: Mambo Wally 
Layin’ down the groove that makes 
that body move! Mambo Wally is a lo-
cal bunch that loves to entertain playing 
Punk to Funk with a solid Blues founda-
tion.

3:15 pm – 4:00 pm: Bay Belles 
Come and enjoy the beautiful a cappella 
sounds of the Bay Belles as they sing fa-
vorite love songs of the past. New love, 
old love, love gone astray, this group of 
bedazzled ladies have a song for every 
occasion. You’re welcome to join in sing-
ing with the Chorus because “Harmony 
Loves Company!” Bay Belles

Lighthouse Fellowship 
Pie Eating Contest

On Saturday, April 9 from 4:30 – 5:15 pm 
at the Goodies Stage, participate in or enjoy 
watching the first Lighthouse Fellowship Pie 
Eating Contest! There will be multiple heats 
designated by age range with a maximum 20 
per heat. Contestants must sign up before 3 
pm at the Lighthouse Fellowship booth.



2:00pm - 2:30pm: Sammy’s Animation Dance 
Animation Dance Community, estab-
lished in 2013, is the continuation of JJs 
Dance Studio out of Hollister.  Under the 
direction of Sammy Ramirez of So You 
Think You Can Dance, dancers are trained 
in all styles of hip hop dance. They are a 
family that train together, play together, 
and grow together. Enjoy their popping, 
locking, breakin, and animating. It’s art 
and passion.

2:30pm - 3:15pm: Latin Jazz Collective 
The Latin Jazz Collective is a seven-piece high energy Latin Jazz ensemble led by per-
cussionist John Nava and drummer Martin Binder. Founded by their close partnership 
and common vision in 2010, their goal is to perform a wide variety of Afro Caribbean 
music with passion, precision, and musical authenticity. Creating a rich emergence of 
original and established contemporary Jazz compositions with traditional and modern 
Latin rhythms as the prime driving musical force, LJC performs for audiences far and 
wide in a variety of settings including public and private concert venues, nightclubs, 
and festivals. With over 50 years of combined musical experience in the studio, on 
stage, and in the classroom, the members of LJC maintain active performance sched-
ules as band leaders, arrangers, and music educators throughout the Central California 
Coast and Bay Areas.

3:15pm - 3:30pm: UCSC Sabrosura Dance Troupe 
Sabrosura is the Latin American dance 
troupe at the UCSC campus. Their mis-
sion is to spread the Latin American and 
Caribbean culture/rituals through the 
art of dance. Sabrusura is a student-run 
organization in which the students run 
meetings, choreograph routines, put to-
gether music mixes for performances, 
and raise funds. They perform around the 
UCSC campus (and outside the campus 
by popular demand) and bring people the 
Latin American culture through dance. 
Sabrosura is a safe space and welcomes 
non-dancers to become members and join the Sabrosura family. They hope that ev-
eryone gets inspired by their performances.

3:25pm - 3:30pm: DJ Willi’s Latin Dance Team 
DJ Willi’s Latin Dance Team consists of different dance level students. DJ Willi 
teaches Latin Dance every Wednesday night at 201 Main St. in Downtown Salinas at 
7:30 pm followed by social dancing at 8:15 pm. 

3:30pm - 5:00pm: Latin Jazz Collective
See above at 2:30 pm - 3:15 pm

11:00 am – 11:45 am: PGHS Breaker Girls Dance Team
The Pacific Grove High School Breaker 
Girls Dance Team was founded in 2005 
to support both PGHS and the perform-
ing arts community in Pacific Grove. 
Their goal is to bring awareness to the 
performing arts in the Pacific Grove area, 
and they strive to be a positive represen-
tation of Pacific Grove High School. The 
Breaker Girls annual “Spring Spectacular” 
will be held on April 30 at 6:00 pm at the 
Pacific Grove Performing Arts Center. 

11:45 am – 12:30 pm: Stevenson School 
Dance
The dance program at the Stevenson 
School Carmel Campus offers PK to 
grade 8 students the opportunity to study 
dance. The dance program is known for 
its artistry and performances. In addition 
to the daily dance curriculum, their af-
ter-school program includes the Carmel 
Campus Dance Company, designed to 
advance dancers’ technique in many styles 
of movement for students in grades 4-8.  
Dance Company meets twice a week to learn choreography that is shared with audi-
ences in the Monterey community.  For more information, please visit stevensonschool.
org or call 831-574-4607.     
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BookWorks Dance Stage
Lighthouse Avenue and Park Street, 667 Lighthouse Avenue

Sammy’s Animation Dance Company

Huli a hahai Mai la’u 
Salinas Hula Dance Team

UC Santa Cruz Sabrosura Dance Troupe

Stevenson Lower School Dance Class

zahar Flamenco de Monterey

PGHS Breaker Girls Dance Team

Chase Bank Stage
Forest Avenue and Lighthouse Avenue, 569 Lighthouse Avenue

All Day: DJ Wilfredo Prudencio
DJ Willi is a U.S. Navy Veteran, DJ, Dance Instructor, Artist, Event Designer, and 
Graphic Designer. He has taught dancing for the past 10 years, but has focused on 
Salsa and Bachata for the past 6 years. DJ Willi has DJ’d since high school and carried 
it over into the military life, and later made it his own business in the civilian world. 
He has teamed up with Monterey Zumba Network and others to bring you amazing 
Zumba Instructors, Live Music, Singers, Dance performers and more! 

11:30am - 12:00pm: Furious 5 Dance Team 

12:00pm - 12:30pm: Janessa Ozaeta  
Local young performing artist. Comes from sing-
ing at church to doing the national anthem for lo-
cal events and performing around the community

12:30pm - 1:00pm: Raizes do Brasil
In 1982, Mestre Ralil founded Centro Cultural de 
Capoeira Raízes do Brasil in Brasilia, Brazil with 
the goal of empowering the city’s under-represent-
ed children and adults.  In spite of facing incred-
ible socio-economic odds, many of Mestre Ralil’s 
students have employed the lessons of capoeira to 
overcome challenges outside of the roda and now 
thrive as active and visible leaders. Raizes do Brasil now has branches in all 24 states 
of Brazil, several European countries and seven schools in the United States.

1:00pm - 1:30pm: Aguila Real Folklorico 

1:30pm - 2:00pm: Hula Huli a Hahai Mai la’u 
Huli A Hahai Mai ‘Ia U Hula group hails 
from the beautiful island of Salinas under 
the direction of Kapuakiele, instructor 
and choreographer.  To simply translate 
the group’s name, it is “Turn and Follow 
Me.” This hula group specializes in Au-
ana (modern hula), Kahiko (traditional 
hula), Tahitian, Aparima, and Island 
Praise Hula.  They  perform at churches, 
schools, hospitals, private birthdays, and 
weddings. There is no age limit to join 
this group, so if you can swing your hips 
from age 3 to 90, see Kapuakiele for in-
formation.

12:30 pm – 1:15 pm: Azahar Flamenco de Monterey
Azahar Flamenco de Monterey is a stu-
dent group from Pacific Grove formed in 
2014 under teacher Jessica Lucido. The 
group’s focus is to preserve and share with 
the public authentic flamenco dance and 
music. Azahar Flamenco has performed at 
many local events including the Language 
Capital of the World Festival and Christ-
mas in the Adobes. The group meets at the 
Pacific Grove Adult Education Center 
and classes are ongoing.

1:15 pm – 2:00 pm: RockStar Dance Studio
RockStar Dance Studio loves being part of downtown Pacific Grove. Since the studio 
opened in 2010, RockStar has experienced wonderful students, parents, teachers, op-
portunities and so much more. The Show Team are national champions who brought 
home a title last summer. They are very proud of all their students. RockStar Dance 
Studio are grateful and thankful of support of all the parents and community. This 
season, their annual showcase is patriotic themes. They are spearheading a campaign 
to give back to all who serve in the military, law enforcement, fire fighters, veterans. . 
.everyone and anyone who is a hero! Thank you! 

Saturday morning
April 9 • 8 am – 11 am

Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast
$5, Proceeds benefit

Pacific Grove charities 
(Jewell Park

across from the Museum)

Free Meals for Active Military
Steve Gorman of Gorman Real Estate is partnering with the Pacific Grove 
Police Officers Association to sponsor a free meal for all active military in at-
tendance at the 59th Annual Good Old Days celebration. Show your active 
military ID at the Support our Troops food booth, located at the corner of 
Lighthouse and 16th Street, and enjoy your free meal. 
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Park Ave. Belly Dancers

3:30 pm – 4:15 pm: Dance Center Carmel
The Dance Center’s musical theater program focuses on vocal clarity and projection, 
eye contact, facial expression, body awareness and physical confidence; all skills that 
will help students whether they end up on Broadway or in the boardroom. Students 
of all skill levels are welcome and will be encouraged to grow and develop at their own 
pace in a positive, encouraging and non-competitive environment, where students can 
come and have a fabulous time “putting on a show.”  These students have performed 
throughout the Peninsula for holiday events and local community performances.

4:15 pm – 5:00 pm: Groove Like Bolly-
World
Ash Dance Group, choreographed by 
Ash, has intermeshed Western popular 
with traditional Indian classical music 
to produce a glamorous and spectacu-
lar dance of India’s favorite Bollywood 
movies. Groove Like BollyWorld dance 
classes offers light hip-hop, Bhangra, 
classical Indian, and modern move-
ments. Bollywood dance has a mixture 
of many styles, such as belly-dancing, 
Indian folk,  Kathak (a classical dance 
of Northern India), and even  western 
popular and modern jazz. 

DiFranco Dance Project

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm: DiFranco Dance 
Project
The DiFranco Dance Project is a youth 
dance company based in the Afro-Latin 
Jazz dance classes that director Dianne 
Lyle, teaches in Pacific Grove’s Chau-
tauqua Hall.  Their performers, ages 
7-16, who hail from all parts of the 
Peninsula, look forward to their annual 
participation in the Good Old Days, as 
a treasured tradition.

2:45 pm – 3:30 pm: Park Avenue Belly 
Dance
The Park Avenue Dancers of Monterey 
present Classic American Belly Dance. 
Traditional styles with an upbeat Ameri-
can flare.

Groove Like BollyWorld Dance
Ash Dance Group

Joseph Lucido

BookWorks Dance Stage Cont’d

Carmel Valley Coffee Roasting Co.
Between 14th & 15th, 510 Lighthouse Avenue

10:00 am – 1:00 pm: Joseph Lucido
Recognized as the “Peninsula’s Premier Jazz-Pop Guitarist,” Joseph Lucido’s music is an electric blend 
of Jazz, R&B, and World Beat Influences representing the essence of “Smooth Jazz”. Combining a 
Santana~Jazz style guitar sound with percussion, his music is both romantic and passionate. 

Pacific Grove Rotary Club Beer & Wine Garden
Corner of Lighthouse & Grand, 561 Lighthouse Avenue

11:00 am – 1:00 pm: Boscoe’s Brood
Weaned on the music of The Beatles, singer/songwriter Boscoe’s Brood (aka Sam Regalado) expanded his music tastes that included progressive, alter-
native, folk, and pop genres, which he blends into a creative acoustic sound. His shows are a combination of originals, popular covers, and always fun.

2:00 pm - 5:00 pm:  The Wharf Rats
With tight harmonies and neat guitar licks, this five-piece band will get you out of your seat and keep you on your 
feet with rock favorites from the 70’s to present.  A local favorite to the Monterey/Salinas area, the Wharf Rats 
feature Matt Bosworth on guitar and vocals; Bill Clevenger, lead guitar; Jeff Covell, bass and vocals; Rod Wilson on 
drums; and Craig Jardstrom playing keys, blues harp and lap steel guitar. 

Support local nonprofit Beacon House by purchasing raffle 
tickets at the Beacon House Booth during the 59th Annual Good 
Old Days Celebration, April 9 and 10. Each purchased ticket 
serves as an entry for a chance to win a guitar signed by Peter 
Frampton or a guitar signed by Vince Gill! Two drawings will be 
held at the Bank of America stage on Sunday, April 10 at 3:45pm 
and the lucky winners will immediately be announced (winners 
do not need to be present to win). Visit the Beacon House booth 
located in front of the Bank of America building to purchase 
tickets during Good Old Days; $5 each or 5 tickets for $20. All 
proceeds support the Beacon House’s programs and services.  

About the Beacon House
The Beacon House is an addiction treatment center for adult 

men and women seeking to realize a lifetime without drugs and 
alcohol. As one of the first recovery facilities in the Western Unit-
ed States, the Beacon House offers a warm, homelike setting for 
those in need of a safe, comfortable environment as they begin a 
path to recovery.  For more information visit www.beaconhouse.
org or call 831.372.2334.

Beacon House Raffling off Guitars 
Autographed by Peter Frampton & Vince Gill

Tickets sold during Good Old Days Celebration, April 9 & 10 • Drawings Sunday, April 10 at the Bank of America Stage



2:30 pm – 3:30 pm: Pacific Grove Pops Orchestra
PG Pops is a premier  Community Orchestra for advancing  student  musicians of 
all ages from any community.  We offer a  supportive environment for the study of 
winds,  strings, & percussion through modern & popular repertoire. The weekly  re-
hearsals  are locally  staffed with award winning music educators & freelance  musi-
cians. Students & professionals work together to foster all musicians & their connec-
tions within the Peninsula music community.

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm: Rayburn Brothers
The Rayburn Brothers Band, with their 
rough-hewn folk-rock sound, is comprised 
of gifted singer songwriter Craig Rayburn, 
a well-seasoned musician with a powerful 
voice and lyrics, and brother Keith Rayburn, 
also a talented singer songwriter, who brings 
his stellar dobro and slide guitar playing to 
the mix. The Rayburn Brothers’ voices blend 
and intertwine as only brothers can, with 
graceful harmonies and poignant singing. Deftly combining acoustic and electric in-
struments, their songs are infused with elements of rock, folk, country, reggae and jazzy 
blues.All songs feature the effortless blood harmony of Craig and Keith, augmented 
by the dulcet voice of Eliza James that give the vocals texture and intimacy. Long time 
lead guitar player Nick Heinz adds fluid guitar lines evoking classic rock greats, while 
the driving drum beat is provided by Andrew Tuckman. Keith’s son, Kito Rayburn, 
provides sturdy basslines, and keyboard player Kevin Taylor weaves in and out of the 
songs with grace and harmony. The Rayburn Brothers Band elicits comparisons to 
bands such as The Eagles, Neil Young, Jackson Brown and Los Lobos.

10:00 am – 11:00 am: Booker Long Duo
Oakland’s up and coming musicians 
Ryan Scott Long and Michael James 
Booker have been pursuing their dreams 
of music since birth. Booker Long Duo’s 
sound captivates their audiences with 
original compositions along with an 
eclectic blend of improvised music cre-
ating their unique “hyphy jazz” sounds. 
Their music is highly interactive, explo-
sively intense, experimental, and some-
times very calming with an ambience 
that will soothe you. The duo recently 
finished a new self titled EP that re-
leased on November 3rd, 2015 and is 
available on all major digital distribution 
sites. Their new EP also features Gram-
my Award-Winning drummer Thomas 
Pridgen & Mike Sopko on guitar. This 
self-titled EP marks the second release 
from the band. Together Booker and Long form one of the most exciting duos in 
music today fusing original compositions and explorative improvisations that keep 
listeners wanting more.

11:30 am – 12:30 pm: Jamaica’s Belly Dancers
Jamaica has been teaching and per-
forming belly dance on the Monterey 
Peninsula for over 20 years and has been 
an instructor at Monterey Peninsula 
College (ethnic dance, emphasis belly 
dance) for almost 10 years.
Many of her students have gone on 
to become professional  dancers. This 
Good Old Days performance includes 
students past and present, from 1st time 
performers, to professional.

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm: Rollin’ & Tumblin’ 
Rollin’ & Tumblin’ is a Rockin’ Blues band 
based in the Monterey Bay Area. They 
perform with diverse styles that drive the 
music with listening and up-on-your-feet 
dance rhythms. Rollin’ & Tumblin’ band 
members have performed as individu-
als or collectively at the “Monterey Bay 
Blues Festival”, Seaside’s “Blues in the 
Park,” “Good Old Days,” festivals, lo-
cal area clubs, weddings, fundraisers and 
private parties. Band members: Claude 
DiFranco ~Harmonica/Keys/Vocals; 
Patrick Dooley ~ Guitar/Vocals; Lance 
Jacubek ~ Guitar/Vocals; Jack Aiello ~ Percussion; Armando Correa ~ Bass Guitar/
Vocals 
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Jamaica’s Belly Dancers

Sunday, April 10
Moonalice Stage

13th Street and Lighthouse Avenue, 481 Lighthouse Avenue

1:00 pm – 4:00 pm: Moonalice
Moonalice is San Francisco’s renowned Psychedelic Rock and Blues Jam band who 
opened for U2 in 2011! These seasoned musicians feel that live music should be a 
communal experience where the listener and musicians feed and derive inspiration 
from each other. Their songs try to speak to everyone, mixing a variety of genres with 
extended musical improvisations that evoke a sense of adventure and exploration. 

Booker Long Duo

Rollin’ & Tumblin’

Rayburn Brothers

Free event with lots 
of prizes!  Inflatable 
obstacle course, soc-
cer, basketball, lacrosse, 
face painting, crafts 
and healthy snacks. 
( Jewell Park across 
from Museum, Central 
and Forest)

10:30 am – 5 pm
YMCA presents Kids Fair

Bank of America Stage
16th Street and Lighthouse Avenue, 601 Lighthouse Avenue



10:00 am – 10:45 am: The Shigs
The Shigs came together in the streets of Pacific Grove, making music in a dirty garage. 
The surf garage rock band includes members Lacey Prescott, Rachel Spung, Emily 
Mullet-Foster, and Kim Sollecito. They will be performing at the Good Old Days fes-
tival and hope to rock your socks off.
11:15 am – 12:00 pm: Hypocenter 
Hypocenter is a teenage band from Santa Cruz consisting of Lucas Brown (Vocals, 
keys), Andrew Muldawer (guitar), Dylan Odom (bass), and Ian Cox. They play original 
and alternative rock and roll.

12:30 pm – 1:15 pm: Short Band
A local band (everyone resides in PG) 
formed five years ago by composer/ar-
ranger/keyboardist Gene Short. His two 
sons, Gene III (drums) & Nate (sax) are 
joined by PG bass legend Randy Uchida 
to comprise a fun, energetic set of hard 
driving jazz-funk-fusion music. They are 
often joined by very talented friends such 
as Paul Contos (sax), Gary Meek (sax), 
vocalists Katherine Short, Janice Perl and 
Richard Bryant.
Your Good Old Days experience will not 
be the same without catching the Short Band! Don’t just hear about them...  Hear 
them!
1:45 pm – 2:30 pm: Jagged Relics
The magnanimous band Jagged Relics is 
the brainchild of Vinny Ray. His project 
has been in the works since 2009. Only 
when the new stars was aligned properly 
he was able to find the combination of 
talent with Singers, Guitarists, Drummer 
and his ground pounding Bass Riffs that 
Vinny Ray plays, along with his talent for 
writing all the songs within the band. The 
combination of personalities that makes 
up this hard-charging band reflects the 
sounds of such a diverse music culture 
with, Country Rock, Classic Rock, Love 
Ballads, Pop Rock and even Hard Rock Metal Songs.

Jameson’s Classic Motorcycle Museum
305 Forest Ave. • Across from City Hall but a lot more fun!

FREE • OPEN DURING GOOD OLD DAYS 12-5
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Back in the Good Old DaysJagged Relics

Del Monte Brass 

17th Street Grille Stage
17th Street and Lighthouse Avenue, 617 Lighthouse Avenue

Short Band

3:00 pm – 3:45 pm: Sean Ryan
Singer / Songwriter Sean Ryan has been 
performing all over the nation  for the 
past fifteen years from the Golden State 
to the heartland of music, Nashville, TN. 
Coming from a long line of musicians, 
he was taught the drums by his father 
at the age of eleven and started playing 
professionally in the Fresno area within 
the same year. After seven years working 
professionally with “Sunset Jazz”, Sean 
Ryan left to pursue other artistic areas 
before returning to start his own Solo project. Inspired by music of the past, he per-
forms memorable cover tunes and successful originals with a contemporary sound 
that has been compared to artist such as “John Mayer”, “Cat Stevens”, “Bob Dylan” 
and “Jim Croce” 

4:15 pm – 5:00 pm: Del Monte Brass 
Band
The Del Monte Brass is an all volunteer 
brass and percussion ensemble at the 
Naval Postgraduate School (NPS). Its 
membership is comprised entirely of vol-
unteers representing the NPS staff, fac-
ulty, students, spouses, military members 
and retirees from the local area. 

Sean Ryan

Get Your Motor Runnin’..
Back to Your Good Old Days

Come and Relive Your Youth!
1960’s and 1970’s British, German, Japanese

Bultaco • Sachs • CZ • Husqvarna
1913 Harley-Davidson • 1936 Rudge 1950 Vincent

Sidecar Rigs 

and visit our SCOOTER ROOM!
Vespa • Peugeot • Motobecane • Honda Passport



10:15 am – 11:00 am: Dave Muldawer
Dave Muldawer has been the 
lead singer of the Santa Cruz 
band The D’oh Bros since 2009.  
For his solo performances he 
incorporates a looper to infuse 
guitar, saxophone and vocals all 
together.  He specializes in classic 
and alternative rock from the 60’s 
to present day.

11:30 am – 12:15 pm: Guitars 
Not Guns
Guitars Not Guns students, ranging from beginners to advanced, will 
be performing a selection of songs that they have been learning in 
the weekly classes. Guitars Not Guns Monterey County is a non-
profit organization dedicated to providing music as an alternative to 
disruptive behaviors and violence. We provide new students with a 
guitar that they may keep once they pass an initial eight week course. 
All of the instructors and staff are volunteers and all money raised 
go directly to providing music education to the youth of Monterey 
County. Classes are conducted in Monterey, Seaside, Marina, 
Castroville, Salinas, Gonzales and King City.

12:45 pm – 1:30 pm: Pacific Grove High School Jazz in the Grove 
Band
A parent sponsored jazz 
ensemble, the Pacific 
Grove High School Jazz 
Club “Jazz in the Grove 
Big Band” is open to all 
interested high school 
jazz students from the 
Monterey County area. 
In an effort to enhance 
existing school music 
programs and further 
develop individual skills, 
the Band explores, studies, and performs advanced level repertoire 
written or arranged specifically for big band. The ensemble is under 
the direction of Dr. Rob Klevan; Jazz Studies Director at the York 
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David Muldawer

Pop Rocks

Goodies Stage
Fountain Avenue and Lighthouse Avenue, 518 Lighthouse Avenue

225 Forest Ave, Pacific Grove • 656.9282

puzzles for:
BABIES, BOPPERS,

BOOMERS, & BEYOND!

she’s back!

10% OFF any purchase during Good Old Days Weekend!

School, Community Relations Specialist for CSU Summer Arts, and 
Jazz Education Director Emeritus for the Monterey Jazz Festival.

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm: Pop Rocks
What do an ax-wielding train 
conductor, bass-playing space-
bot, and a drum-pounding 
dinosaur have in common?  They 
like to rock!  Formerly 
known as John Dreisbach, 
Steve Geer and Rich Smith, 
these overworked dads found 
it’s more fun playing rocked-
up kids songs and cathartic 
covers while assuming alternate 
identities.  Not sure what costumes they’ll 
show up in this year, or what harmless sing-along they’ll turn into a 
metal anthem? Visit them at Good Old Days!

3:15 pm – 4:00 pm: Ukulele Songbirds
The Ukulele Songbirds is a small 
group of music-loving friends 
whose mission it is to share 
joy in our community through 
fun, upbeat performances and 
sing-along events. We perform 
feel-good, mostly familiar songs 
from several different eras from 
the 1920s on. We enjoy inviting 
our audiences to sing along 
with us for a guaranteed good 
time! You can find us online at 
ukulelesongbirds.com.

4:30 pm – 5:15 pm: Nuclear Fuzz
Nuclear Fuzz is a four-piece funk-rock band from Monterey County 
featuring two ex-members of The Closeouts. The four members; 
Henry Caskey (Guitar, Vocals), Evan Eisner (Lead Guitar), Cooper 
Scheid (Bass), and Isaac Mylander (Drums), come together to bring a 
refreshing mix of dance-funk and hard rock. 

Back in the Good Old Days

Ukulele Songbirds



Carmel Valley Coffee 
Roasting Co.

Between 14th & 15th, 510 Lighthouse Avenue
10:00 am – 1:00 pm: Joseph Lucido
Recognized as the “Peninsula’s 
Premier Jazz-Pop Guitarist,” 
Joseph Lucido’s music is an 
electric blend of Jazz, R&B, 
and World Beat Influences 
representing the essence of 
“Smooth Jazz”. Combining a 
Santana~Jazz style guitar sound 
with percussion, his music is both 
romantic and passionate. 
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All Day: DJ Wilfredo Prudencio
DJ Willi is a U.S. Navy Veteran, DJ, Dance Instructor, Artist, Event Designer, and 
Graphic Designer. He has taught dancing for the past 10 years, but has focused on 
Salsa and Bachata for the past 6 years. DJ Willi has DJ’d since high school and 
carried it over into the military life, and later made it his own business in the civilian 
world. He has teamed up with Monterey Zumba Network and others to bring you 
amazing Zumba Instructors, Live Music, Singers, Dance performers and more! 

10:00 am - 3:30 pm: Monterey Zumba Network
Ditch the Workout, Join the Party! Monterey Zumba Network returns 
to The Latin Stage. Dance your way to fitness - EVERYONE can do 
it!!
10:00am – 10:30am: Zumba with Frank Foronda
10:30am – 11:00am: Zumba with Alejandra Arriaran
11:00am – 11:30am: Zumba Kids
11:30am – 12:00pm: Zumba with Bridget Wang
12:00pm – 12:30pm: Zumba with Paula Edwards
12:30pm – 1:00pm: Azahar Flamenco de Monterey
Azahar Flamenco de Monterey is a 
student group from Pacific Grove 
formed in 2014 under teacher 
Jessica Lucido. The group’s focus 
is to preserve and share with the 
public authentic flamenco dance 
and music. Azahar Flamenco has 
performed at many local events 
including the Language Capital of 
the World Festival and Christmas 
in the Adobes. The group meets at 
the Pacific Grove Adult Education 
Center and classes are ongoing.

1:00pm – 1:30pm: Zumba with Angelo Manzano
1:30pm – 2:00pm: Zumba with Jillian Chesley, Mitch Lang, Clara 
Minor & Cecilia Kelly
2:00pm – 2:30pm: Zumba with Genevieve Brosseau
2:30pm – 3:00pm: Samba Legál
This local Brazilian percussion 
group offers an arrangement of 
authentic Brazilian carnival beats 
and syncopated rhythms from all 
regions of Brazil.

3:00pm – 3:30pm: Zumba with 
Jillian Chesley, Mitch Lang, Clara 
Minor & Cecilia Kelly

3:30pm 4:00pm: Alisal 
Community Arts Network Latin 
Jazz Orchestra

Azahar Flamenco de Monterey

Samba Legál

Joseph Lucido

Chase Bank Stage
Forest Avenue and Lighthouse Avenue, 569 Lighthouse Avenue

Pacific Grove Should Stress Her Unusual Situation
(An editorial from the July 14, 1939 Pacific Grove Tide)
In publicity material recently sent through the Sacramento and San Joaquin 
valleys, Pacific Grove’s chamber of commerce has invited people to spend 
vacations here. Among other things, the invitation says: “You will like our 
absence of the banal and honky-tonk and the public tap rooms.” So far as the 
“Tide” knows, this is the first time Pacific Grove has attempted to capitalize 
upon her unique situation as the one remaining city in all northern California 
where liquor is not publicly sold. The response has been surprisingly large.

Back in the Good Old Days

Pacific Grove Rotary Club Beer & Wine Garden
Corner of Lighthouse & Grand, 561 Lighthouse Avenue

11:00 am – 1:00 pm: Sean Ryan
“Singer / Songwriter Sean Ryan has been performing all over the nation for the past fifteen years from the 
Golden State to the heartland of music Nashville, TN. Coming from a long line of musicians, he was taught 
the drums by his father at the age of eleven and started playing professionally in the Fresno area within the 
same year. After seven years working professionally with “Sunset Jazz”, Sean Ryan left to pursue other 
artistic areas before returning to start his own Solo project. Inspired by music of the past, he performs 
memorable cover tunes and successful originals with a contemporary sound that has been compared to artist 
such as “John Mayer”, “Cat Stevens”, “Bob Dylan” and “Jim Croce”

1:30 pm - 4:30 pm: Victory Lane
Victory Lane is a classic rock band plays all the favorites and is known for its creative and cool medleys.  This local 
power trio consists of Guitar Bob Ohsiek on guitar and vocals, Jeff Covell on bass and vocals, and Rod the Mod 
Wilson on drums.

Sean Ryan

 Victory Lane
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By Jan Austin

“The best things happen while you’re 
dancing!” So go the lyrics of a 1954 Irving 
Berlin song.
Judging by the number of long-time 
members of the Chautauqua Hall Dance 
Club, those words must be true.
Formed around 1926, the club has been 
hosting a weekly Saturday night dance 
for nearly 90 years. The large hardwood 
floor provides a perfect dance venue.
On April 30, 2016, the club is planning a 
festive anniversary celebration.
Octogenarian Nancy Devlaminck has 
been a member for more than 40 years 
and almost never misses a dance.
“I used to dance in Japan before I came 
here,” she said. “My daughter took me to 
the movie, ‘Saturday Night Fever’ and I 
told her that I wanted to dance again. She 
found this place.”
Twenty people were in the club when 
Devlaminck first joined.
Current membership is approximately 
200.
For Metin and Masha Serttunc, the 2005 
New Year’s Eve dance at Chautauqua 
Hall led to romance, marriage and their 
7-year-old son Sergen.
“Metin invited me to dance rumba, cha 
cha and tango,” said Masha. “He asked 
me to come back. And he showed me 
how much work and love he was putting 
into the club, especially into the music. I 
kept coming back. Dancing pretty much 
brought us together. It is also one thing 
that did not change much since Sergen 
was born. We had to give up a lot, but not 
Chautauqua.”
“For 15 years I’ve been coming here regu-
larly,” said Metin. “I don’t go anywhere 
else to dance. I like the people here; 
they’re all nice people. It’s a pressure-free 
environment.”
Current club president, Brant Carter, dis-
covered the weekly dances by following 
the music while he was taking a stroll on 
a summer evening.
“I walked in and found out how I could 
join,” he said. “I’ve been coming ever 
since. I like the fact that there’s no alco-
hol here. It’s not that I’m against drink-
ing, but it’s great to have fun without it.”
Each Saturday evening begins with a 
one-hour dance lesson beginning at 6:00 
p.m. Dancing follows until 10 p.m. Les-
sons change weekly and include: waltz, 
tango, foxtrot, rumba, cha cha, hustle, 
West Coast swing, East Coast swing, sal-
sa, night club two-step, bolero, bachata, 
merengue, Viennese waltz, samba and 
cowboy cha cha.

Each week, a waltz mixer and an East 
Coast swing mixer give dancers the op-
portunity to change partners multiple 
times during the course of three consecu-
tive songs. The lively “Paul Jones” East 
Coast swing mixer has ladies walking 
counter-clockwise in a circle while gen-
tlemen walk around them in a clockwise 
circle. Participants dance with the part-
ner in front of them each time a whistle 
is blown.
  “Dancing is what I do for exercise and 
entertainment,” said Gene Lee. “I’ve been 
coming here for 20 years. And the price 
is right.”
Membership in the club is only $10 per 
year. With a membership, admission to 
the weekly dances (with classes included) 
is $5. The cost is $10 for non-members.
Approximately four times per year, the 
club hires a live band. On those occa-
sions, admission is $10 for members and 
$15 for non-members.
The hall is decorated for special occa-
sions and themed evenings throughout 
the year.    Nearly everyone dons a cos-
tume for the annual Halloween party and 
comes in their finery for the New Year’s 
Eve bash.
This year, a Country Night will be held 
July 23 to coincide with the Salinas Ro-
deo, and a Hawaiian Night will take 
place in August. A Veteran’s Day dance 
is scheduled for November12 with free 
admission for veterans and active-duty 
military.
The Chautauqua Hall Dance Club wel-
comes all ages and dance levels.
“The people here are wonderful,” said 
Rebecca Clarkson. “It’s like a big family. 
And people care about the new people 
who come in. We bring them onto the 
dance floor so they’re not left sitting.”

Chautauqua Hall
16th Street at Central Avenue
Pacific Grove

  
Website: pgdance.org or 
https://sites.google.com/site/
chdanceclub/
Facebook: https://www.
facebook.com/groups/
PGDANCE/
Upcoming lessons are posted 
on the calendar on the 
website.
  
Photos by Jan Austin
  
  

Built as a Meeting Place for Literary and Scientific Assemblies, Venerable Old Chautauqua Hall
has also Hosted Dances for Much of Its Life

Chautauqua Hall Dance Club 90th Anniversary

Top: Dancers dancing a cowboy 
cha cha 
Above: Hiroko Roberts (left) and 
Nancy Devlaminck at a recent 
dance.  Nancy has been a member 
for more than 40 years
Above, right: Long-time mem-
bers Richard Riehle and Beryl 
Leutzinger sharing a dance at the 
New Year’s Eve dance party
Right: Metin and Masha Serttunc 
met at a Chautauqua Hall dance
Below: Theo Roberts (far left) and 
others on the dance floor
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STRAYED OR STOLEN - $20
REWARD

Two horses and a mare. One bay
horse has a small white spot on fore-
head, is 17 hands high, and has a
barb wire scar on left front foot.
Is about ten years old.  Other bay,
is about twenty years old, has a white
foot, a broken tail and is branded
K. Is 16 hands high.  Mare
is small and is brown in color.  Dis-
appeared from ranch a few miles be-
low Point Lobos.  A reward of $20
will be paid for their recovery.

THOS. M. LUKE,
Mammoth Stables

Back in the Good Old Days

A notice that appeared 
in The Daily Review of 

May 1908.

2008
2009
2011

2012
2013
2014

2015

June 20 - 30, 2016
10 -day – Inside Passage Cruise

Round trip from San Francisco, visiting Juneau, 
Skagway, Glacier Bay (scenic cruising), and 

Ketchikan in Alaska, and Victoria, B.C., Canada!

The Grand Princess® is an oasis of relaxation 
and makes Alaska’s scenic waterways a paradise 
of comfort. Plenty of elegant and casual dining 

options, a spa, nightly entertainment, and a lavish 
casino await you!

Priced from $1845.00
(per person based on double occupancy)

Hosted by Joe Shammas, owner of PG Travel.– PACIFIC GROVE TRAVEL –
593 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

(831) 373-0631
pgtravel.com | Call or come in to learn moreCST# 1003488-10

on the Grand Princess® from San Francisco

This cruise will fill 
up fast, so call us 

today!

See Glacier Bay!

Transportation from Monterey, Salinas, and Santa Cruz to the pier in San Francisco included!*

Taxes, Fees & Port Taxes of $220.75 are included & subject to change.
    © 2016 Princess Cruises, Ships of Bermudan & British Registry

Thank You for voting us 
BEST TRAVEL AGENCY 

7 years running!

By Peter Mounteer

Pacific Grove Cleaners turns 90 this year and humbly keeps plugging along 
without much fanfare. The family owned business has never been boastful about its 
longevity with the one exception perhaps being the year printed on the window, 1926, 
to denote its ripe old age. But one could hardly call that bragging about being one of 
the longest-running businesses on the Monterey Peninsula.

The otherwise quiet business was started in 1926 at its current location by Kakuta-
ro Uchida. Kakutaro crossed the Pacific for the same reason so many others flocked to 
the shores of the United States, he was seeking opportunity and heard America was 
the place to go.

Kakutaro came to America at a difficult time in the country’s history. Science was 
being used to classify people of different ethnic groups into a racial hierarchy and eu-
genics was a subject of national conversation. America was undergoing a racial identity 
crisis, across the nation various states were enacting legislation designed to discourage 
immigration and California was among them. In 1913 and 1920 the California leg-
islature tightened restrictions on what immigrants from East Asian countries could 
legally do once they arrived in the Golden State. 

When Kakutaro came to Pacific Grove he sought to open his own operation in 
dry cleaning. However, Kakutaro found he was legally unable to purchase property or 
own a business in his own name because the law forbade the sale of business proper-

ties to Japanese immigrants. Determined to find another way, Kakutaro contacted 
a friend in the Giles family, an established Caucasian family in Pacific Grove, who 
bought the property for Kakutaro at 222 Grand Avenue, who worked to pay it back. 
Kakutaro and his five sons, Hiroshi, Henry, George, Kiyoshi and Hideo ran the busi-
ness together. 

The cleaners was briefly unoccupied by the Uchidas during an even darker time 
in American history, the four years of American involvement in World War II. After 
the shock of Pearl Harbor,  Franklin D. Roosevelt swiftly issued Executive Order 
9066 calling for the rounding up of people of Japanese descent under the auspices of 
protecting American national security interests. Kiyoko, mother of Randy Uchida, the 
current owner of Pacific Grove Cleaners, was sent to Manzanar prior to her marriage 
to Kiyoshi, who was sent to Poston, Arizona. The Uchidas remained at Manzanar and 
other camps for three years. Following the end of the war, people of Japanese descent 
across the state were released from imprisonment and the camps closed. The Uchidas 
returned to Pacific Grove to continue working the business. 

In 1952, the Alien Land Laws that had prevented Kakutaro and his family from 
owning their dry cleaning were invalidated by the California Supreme Court. Having 
paid the Giles in full for the property, the Uchidas made it legal by purchasing the 
property on paper from the Giles for $1 dollar.

The Uchidas then owned and operated the business from there. Kakutaro gradu-
ally turned over the business to his five sons and died in 1968. The brothers owned and 
operated it collectively for the next half century. 

Randy recalls the business being something of a gathering place for the family 
over the years and almost everyone in the family has some experience working there. 
Relatives would come and go and work at different times, as did the five brothers. As 
the years went on, the family got smaller and in 2011, operations were turned over to 
Randy Uchida.

The business, while slowing but is still going strong. Randy says he believed the 
business stayed in the family because families work harder for each other. It has not 
changed much in its last 50 years, though some changes in process have come about to 
ensure compliance with changing environmental regulations. For now, Pacific Grove 
Cleaners marches quietly toward its centennial and the remaining members of the 
Uchida family march with it. 

Against the odds, the Uchida Family Succeeded and 
Now celebrate 90 years in business in Pacific Grove

Rotary Good Old Days Parade, 
Saturday, on Pine Ave.

Carnival  Rides on Lighthouse 
near the post office, both days
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Modern Chickens
(From the September 5, 1930 Pacific Grove 
Tide)
Even the chickens are modernizing in 
Pacific Grove. At least the permit issued to 
H. D. Garrish for a new chicken house on 
his property on Cedar street is not the only 
one issued for the same purpose recently. 
According to Mr. Garrish’s head chicken, 
the improvement will be welcomed by the 
entire flock. “We chickens cannot stand the 
old style of chicken architecture,” said the 
head cock, “but we have agreed to get fat and 
make more eggs in return for the improved 
living conditions which our boss is making 
possible for us.”

From Games & Gossip, a 1946 edition

Julia Barlow Platt was born in 1857 in San Francisco. She studied embryology 
at Harvard University, attaining her doctorate at Freiburg in Germany in 
1898. Her contributions did not gain acceptance in her field until some 50 years 
later -- and after her death.
Unable to secure a position in her field she stated, “If I cannot obtain the work I 
wish, then I must take up the next best.” She came to Pacific Grove at the age of 
33 to study at Hopkins Marine station of Stanford University. She persuaded 
the Pacific Grove City Council to support a petition to the state government 
to pass a law granting the city the right to manage its own coastline, a right 
which had been reserved by the state. The governor conceded, and who wouldn’t, 
faced by Julia Platt? And Pacific Grove became the first (and last) city given the 
privilege to run its own shoreline.
Today, the State Marine Reserve  around Lovers Point is named for that for-
midable lady: Lovers Point-Julia Platt SMR.

Armed with legal backing, Platt promptly established a small marine ref-
uge along the coast, preventing commercial fishing in that particular area 
and allowing only a limited amount of noncommercial extraction. She is 
widely credited with leaving a legacy which saved the Monterey Bay from 
the filth of the Monterey canneries, and revitalizing sea life so that the sea 
otter was saved from extinction, among other.
Julia Platt entered Pacific Grove politics with a six gun. Exasperated by 
the continual forays of a neighbor’s chickens into her fower garden, she 
summarily shot the wort offenders. The neighbr appealed to the police. 
Miss Platt, revealing her comprehension of legal rights and civic authority, 
countered by having an ordinance passed which zones certain limits of the 
city against chickens and other livestock. From then until her death nearly 
30 years later (1935), she constituted herself the town’s watchdog.
Combine rugged indvidualism and high and radical intelligence with a 
fierce sense of civic duty in the person of a viforous, dynamic maiden la-
dyand the result if likely to he “hell on wheels” – although she was also 
known as “a grand of gal.”
Pacific Grove owes much of its beauty to her. Single-handed she beauti-
fied Lovers Point, clearing the land, raking, hoeing and watering the plot 
sealously. She trundled a sheelbarrow full of plants and garden implements 
through the streets of the city on her way to the “Point.” she was a familiar 
and eccentric figure in her old-fashioned dress with its tight bodiceand 
long, full skirt. Her bushy white hair was cut short, almost like a man’s; she 
wore a mannish hat and a little triangular shawl, and carried a small mar-
ket basket with her wherever she went. She was a tall woman who walked 
vigorouly with her shoulders thrown back and her stomach forward – she 
must have been a formidable figure to the lazy or the stupid.
Imagine then the impact of Julia B. Platt, when as a maiden lay of 43 
she retired to Pacific Grove, a strait-laced, temperance town of churches 
and white jig-saw houses, and proceeded to try single-handedly to make 
a beautiful, progressive, sensibly-run town of it. Miss Platt spoke out with 
candor: She knew she had more intelligence, honesty, and aggressiveness 
than most of the other citizens and never hesitated to admit it. She made 
no secret of the face that her views on religion were unorthodox – some 
suspected her of being an atheist. But worst of all, she was a scientist, a 
zoologist who believed she knew a bit more about the ways of God and 
man than anyone except a few other zoologists – darned few.
The lady watchdog sat down in front at the town council meetings, a “reg-
ular, interested, forceful, and delightful participant.” Vigilant as a hawk 
sharp as a ferret, she pounced on every irregularity, evasion, or sentimen-
talityin civic affairs, mincing no words at all. There was a packed house 
every time the council met in those days. Everyone came to hear what 
Miss Platt would have to say. She never hesitated to disagree and always 

Julia B. Platt: Pacific Grove’s  First Woman Mayor

Back in the Good Old Days

spoke exactly what was on her mind.
After 20 years of combatting, vocally and with paid advertisement in the local paper, what she 
considered to be the inefficiencies and abuse of town government, she drafted with her own hand 
a city charter, circulated the petition, and won it sadoption.
For a while, peace reigned. Then bang! A controversey developed over the bath house and beach 
at the foot of Forest Avenue. The bath house and property adjoining the beach was owned by 
Mrs Mattie McDougall, who ereced a barrier across her property, preventing public access to 
the beach in retaliation when the city condemned the bath house Miss Platt contended that the 
city’s original deed from the Pacific Improvement Company guaranteed public right of way to 
the beach. Mrs. McDougall countered that the old deed had long since lapsed on account of the 
deterioration of morals.
“Wrong,” said Julia Platt and with that she opened the gate. Back and forth the opening and the 
closing o the gate feud went on – Mattie locked, Julia filed. Mattie nailed, Julia chopped.
Finally Mattie sapped a summons on Julia in 1932. The complaint stated that Julia “kept the 
entrance free by using axes, saws, sledge hammers, and files.”
The City council got so tired of being told off by Miss Platt that they said, “OK, you run things!” 
and made her run for Mayor. In fact, hers was a hotly contested campaign against strong opposi-
tion based on er age (74), her sex, and her alleged lack of tact. Her platform was simple. “It will 
take a good man to beat me,” she said. “and if a good man is elected that will be all the better.” 
She won. The story of her election was widely publicized all over the country, with resultant fame 
for Pacific Grove.
Then came the happenings. She made foster and Kleiser remove their Bull Durham sign. She 
fought for a bathing suit ordinance, forcing men to cover their torsoes. And depictions of barn-
yard romances – all were in nasty taste and detrimental to the morals of the young.
Miss Platt had by the sheer power of good sense and patience secured harmony and cooperation, 
but not for long, for Mrs. McDougall sued the city for $8,000 over the bath house. A fine fight 
developed of the Platt regime. The Chamber of Commerce agitated for the cityto buy the bath 
house and avoid the suit.
When she ran for election, she was opposed by a councilman who said he was opposed to “high-
brows, savants, idealists and visionaries.” He lost.
Soon Mayor Platt found herself bucking the whole town. Time proved her right. It must have 
been fun, for before her term ended in 1933 she fought for an established the principle of “work 
relief ” rather than “the dole.” Pacific Grove’s eautiful bathing beach, a WPA project, was the 
result.
She died in 1935, but managed to cause the city fathers discomfort even after her death, for in a 
note she requested that, sailor-fashion, her body be encased in a wicker basket and cast into the 
sea. Civic dignitaries traditionally accompany the body of a Mayor to ts later resting place. Twelve 
miles out to sea in a shall fishing launch went the party, and 12 miles back again after their office 
was accomplished. Even the most stalwart amond them must have felt some qualms of mal-de-
mer. One prefers not to contemplate their suffering. But how her spirit must have chuckled as 
her body sank into the sea. True to how she had lived, she had, if not the last word, the last laugh.

Caricature by Joan Skillman
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By Heather Lazare
Heather Lazare is an independent 
editorial and publishing 
consultant who also is an affiliate 
of Park Place Publications. She 
lives in Pacific Grove with her 
husband and toddler son. Visit 
her online at heatherlazare.com.

I’m obsessed with a woman I’ve nev-
er met. Her name was Zena Holman and 
she was my husband’s great-grandmother. 

It’s impossible to be a Pagrovian 
or visit our sweet town and not pass by 
Holman’s on Lighthouse between Foun-

Zena Holman’s Library: ‘The proudest moment of my life’
niana would have in their library. For a 
collector like Zena, with her passion for 
California history and her love of books, 
gathering these titles must have been an 
important mission. 

Standing on my tiptoes, I took down 
the first book on the Zamarano list, Ger-
trude Atherton’s “The Splendid Idle For-
ties: Stories of Old California.” I pulled 
out my iPhone, took off my fancy white 
gloves and started making myself a new 
reading list: Zena’s books. Ben set up his 
camera and took a few shots of the books, 
lamenting the florescent lighting. 

Zena also has a number of bound 
books in the library—her personal scrap-
books of newspaper clippings telling the 
complete story of the kidnapping of the 
Lindbergh baby, one of her interests at 
the time. A voracious reader, Zena read 
many newspapers daily and when she 
found something that a friend of fam-
ily member would find interesting, she’d 
cut out the article, underline specific pas-
sages in red pencil, and send them off. 
My mother-in-law remembers receiving 
envelopes with clippings from her grand-
mother, always pertaining to something 
Genie was interested in. 

Genie remembers Zena, a fastidious 
dresser,  was rarely without her gloves and 
hat, looking the part of the women’s fash-
ion buyer, even into her eighties. Also a 
published author, Zena’s “My Monterey” 
can still be purchased at Old Monterey 
Book Co. It is a novel which tells the sto-
ry of a young girl and her family who are 
on vacation in Monterey—right at the 
height of canning season, the fish smell-
reeking the air.

I’m working my way through the Za-
marano 80 now and am grateful for my 
Kindle and the work that has been done 
to digitize many older works that aren’t 
available for check out at the library. To 
be able to read Gertrude Atherton’s works 
for free on an electronic device likely goes 
against most of what Zena held dear, but 
I have a feeling that with her love of 
books and reading, she might not care 
how we’re doing it these days. My prefer-
ence is always the physical book, and I’ll 
be by to visit her library again soon, white 
gloved and ready.

Park Place Publications can 
help you honor a special member 
of your family with a beautiful, 
custom book. Patricia Hamilton 
and Joyce Krieg offer personalized 
service every step of the process, 
from organizing your photographs 
and memories to book design and 
publication. Please contact Patricia 
for a free consultation: 831-649-
6640 or publishingbiz@sbcglobal.
net. More information on-line at 
www.parkplacepublications.com 
and  www.keepersofourculture.com 

Holman’s Windows 
Through My Eyes

By Judy Avila   
Arriving in Pacific 
Grove    in 1958, as a 
teenager from a small 
village in the Azores, 
I felt that I was a very 
lucky girl to be able 
to live with caring 
relatives and attend 
P.G. High School. It 
was always a thrill to 
walk downtown after 

school and try to learn my way around while discovering new things. One 
of my favorite spots to dream a little was the window display at Holman’s 
Department Store, with their beautiful arrangements of dresses, shoes, and 
hats. I wouldn’t ever go into the building alone, because I wasn’t sure how to 
act if anyone were to speak to me, but I longed to see the inside of this big, 
beautiful store. “Maybe someday,” I would think as I drifted away.
A couple of years later, the Christmas season of 1960, my sweet boyfriend 
was visiting here from Toronto, Canada. One day he asked me if I would 
like to go do some shopping with him as he wanted to get some gifts for 
his relatives. Of course I said yes, and the two of us walked hand in hand 
down Lighthouse Avenue. As we reached the business district, I asked 
where did he want to go shopping? Pointing to the Holman building, he 
said that looked like a nice store where we could find things for everyone. 
I was impressed and so pleased with his suggestion, but I tried to hide my 
excitement.
We went through the revolving glass doors and people greeted us and asked 
if they could help despite our imperfect English. We found all of the gifts 
we had hoped and were told that we could have them gift wrapped free of 
charge downstairs.
As we  were waiting for gift wrap, my  boyfriend asked me what I would 
like for my gift. I was polite, saying that whatever he gave me would make 
me happy, but maybe a pair of shoes would be nice. Immediately we took 
the elevator  to the second floor to the shoe department. There I found my 
first pair of black patent leather shoes. I was so excited that night that my 
heart was dancing. I replayed that magical day over and over in my head.
Fast forward two years later: 1962. My boyfriend--fiancé--is back, this 
time to tie the knot and to start our lives together, settling into our little 
house almost across from Holman’s (where the movie theater parking lot is 
now). Now we had to look for jobs.
I had no work experience of any kind. Maybe a restaurant, or taking care of 
kids?    New hubby comes up with an idea. Maybe I could go work in that 
big store and walk to work while he took our car to his new job on Can-
nery Row. Well, I was hired to work in the Gift Wrap Department during 
the Christmas season, and immediately after the holidays I was transferred 
to the Dinnerware Department where I worked for the next four and half 
years.
There I learned so much about customer service from my supervisor, Mary 
Barter; to this day, I appreciate everything I learned from that dear lady. I 
took a leave of absence to return to the Azores for an extended visit with 
my new husband and my family. Shortly after returning home to Pacific 
Grove, we had our first son, and I came back to Holman’s to work part time 
in various departments of the store. Six years or so later, I took another 
leave to have a second son. As they both grew older, I came back to work in 
the children’s department, which I so enjoyed for another 5 years.
Holman’s became like a second home to me―a comfort zone where I could 
always bounce back through the various stages of my life. It was a great 
place to work. All these years later, I wish there was another Holman’s that 
could take the place in our community of the one I knew and loved so very 
much.

tain and Grand Avenues. The light pink 
building, which spans an entire block, 
was once the largest department store 
between San Francisco and Los Angeles. 
Zena’s husband, Wilford Rensselar, more 
commonly known as W.R. was the pro-
prietor of that store, building his father 
Rensselar Luther (R.L.)’s dry goods busi-
ness into a place where everyone on the 
Peninsula and beyond shopped. 

I had heard tales of the once-grand 
Holman’s from my mom, a Carmelite 
who, on special occasions, had shopped at 
the store with her parents, brothers, and 
sister, buying everything from dish tow-
els to fancy Christmas dresses. They ate 
tuna fish sandwiches and drank choco-

late milkshakes in the solarium, the wide 
Monterey Bay spread out before them. 

What I hadn’t heard were the sto-
ries my mother-in-law, Genie Santini, 
would tell me. While W.R. was building 
his empire and petitioning for a high-
way between Pacific Grove and Carmel 
(eventually W.R. Holman Highway, or 
Highway 68), Zena, who worked as the 
women’s fashions buyer for the store, was 
busy with her own projects. Specifically 
books. An obsessive bibliophile, Zena 
compiled a collection of works by authors 
always included on an English Literature 
syllabus: Charles Dickens, Jack London, 
Robinson Jeffers, John Steinbeck, Ernest 
Hemingway, Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Mark Twain, and hundreds more. She 
spent years compiling a vast library full of 
California authors and beyond, writing to 
authors and asking them to sign her first 
editions. 

Spending over 10 years of my career 
immersed in books as an editor in New 
York City at Random House and then Si-
mon & Schuster, when I began to learn of 
Zena’s collection, I felt ecstatic, followed 
by a fading sense of sadness: I’d never 
know this woman. She died five months 
before I was born; our paths would not 
cross in this lifetime. But where were 
these books? 

My mother-in-law mentioned that 
I might be interested in seeing the Zena 
Holman Library. The thought that such 
a thing existed, that I could view Zena’s 
life’s work, her passion, overwhelmed me 
with joy. On a typically foggy afternoon 
Genie took my husband, Ben, and I to 
Asilomar Conference Grounds, which 
houses the Zena Holman Library of Cal-
ifornia and American History. 

Behind locked sliding wooden doors, 
over 3,000 rare books are kept. I would 
learn through reading the News & Views 
from April 1974 that Zena and her sec-
retary spent over two years cataloguing 
the books before handing them over to 
the center. In that same issue of News & 
Views Zena’s own words resonated with 
me, February 28th, 1974, the day of her 
library’s dedication was “The proudest 
moment of my life.”

On a subsequent trip to the library, 
arranged with the help of California State 
Historian III Matthew Bischoff, and ac-
companied by California State Historian 
II Michael Meloy, Ben and I donned 
white gloves and were allowed to handle 
the books. Michael pointed out some 
of his favorites: “Looking Backward” by 
Edward Bellamy and “The Octopus” by 
Frank Norris, both in pristine condition, 
spines uncracked. 

Michael introduced us to the crown-
ing glory of the collection: the entire Za-
marano 80. Founded in 1928, the Zama-
rano Club of Los Angeles went through 
several incarnations before publishing a 
book in 1945 listing the eighty most im-
portant books that a collector of Califor-

Above, L-R: Heather Lazare. Zena Holman (courtesy of Genie Santini)
Door of the Zena Holman Library
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By Dixie Layne
Pacific Grove, America’s Last Home-

town, is how most residents think of it; a 
quiet seaside village of Victorian homes 
set on the rocky shoreline of California’s 
central coast. Aside from Pacific Grove’s 
neighbors throwing one grand winter golf 
tournament, Pacific Grove doesn’t seem 
to ever make the national news – nary a 
headline – but this is a tale of when Pacific 
Grove should have grabbed  the headlines 
-  but nothing, no ink. 

It was 1940, and a war was raging 
through Europe and Asia. Defensive mea-
sures were being taken to protect the Unit-
ed States from the possibility of the war’s 
incursion onto our western shores. Camp 
Ord added 2,000 acres, was renamed Fort 
Ord and made home of the 7th Infantry 
Division; a new army base, Fort Cronkite, 
was constructed on the Marin Headlands 
at the entrance to San Francisco’s Golden 
Gate as a coastal defense installation of the 
U.S. Army’s Harbor Defenses. Then the un-
expected happened - just off our shoreline, 
in clear view of the golfers playing a lei-
surely round that winter afternoon in 1941, 
a Japanese submarine was seen attacking an 
oil tanker. Skillful maneuvering on the oil 
tanker’s part enabled it to escape the sub-
marine’s attack.

The only acknowledgment of this en-
counter off our shores is the eye-witness 
testimony of the golfers and a faded pho-
tograph of a wire-service included in the 
artifacts collection at the Point Pinos 
Lighthouse; “Victorious in a running en-
counter with a Japanese submarine the 
tanker - 6,771-ton Agwiworld -  owned by 
the Richfield Oil Company was safe in San 
Francisco Bay. For 40 minutes off Mon-
terey Bay Saturday, the Agiworld dodged … 
shots as her captain won a duel of naviga-
tion.” A local paper reported, “The Japanese 
are out there in our beautiful waters and are 
trying mighty hard to take possession.”

It was then a complete black-out was 
instituted – no lights could show from the 
shore at night; not even a cigarette’s glow. 
The Coast Guard was responsible for en-
suring the blackout was maintained from 
1941 through the end of the war. Quite a 
bit is known about their efforts – the “beach 
pounders”, who patrolled the California 
shores during World War II. The Coast 
Guard command at Point Pinos started 
with two men in 1941, and by the end of 
the War consisted of 120 men, 48 dogs and 
24 horses charged with watching the coast 
from Fort Ord to Point Sur. However, there 
was also a battery of US Army artillery sol-
diers here, in Pacific Grove, protecting our 
shores from enemy attack, ensuring Pacific 
Grove’s safety. These brave men worked 
in concert with the Coast Guard’s “beach 
pounders” and Navy, but their mission was 
secret. The Major General commanding the 
Northern California Sector of the Western 
Defense Command told the press the ar-
rival and deployment of artillery or other 
units in this locale is a secret matter. 

Except in the memories of a handful of 
then Pacific Grove High School student-
athletes, little is known about the battery of 
all black soldiers from the 54th Coast Ar-
tillery Army Regiment, 3rd Battalion that 
was stationed in Pacific Grove near Point 
Pinos Lighthouse, prepared to guard our 
shores and waters from an enemy attack 
during World War II.  (Note: It was only 
after World War II, July 26, 1948 that Pres-
ident Harry S. Truman signed an executive 
order to abolish racial discrimination in the 
United States armed forces that eventually 
ended segregation in the services.) 

This mobile, coast regiment was 
formed at Camp Wallace, Texas from a 
cadre of black soldiers from Kansas, Texas, 

and Missouri in February 1941. These artil-
lery soldiers were issued World War I uni-
forms and trained with World War I tractor 
drawn French 155MM guns, 6” GPF. After 
a temporary assignment in North Carolina, 
the 1st and 3rd Battalions were deployed to 
Fort Cronkite.  It was only after reports of 
Japanese enemy activity off the central coast 
of California surfaced that the Battalions 
were redeployed near Lighthouse stations 
along the central coast. 

A battery of nine black artillery soldiers 
with four 155MM guns arrived at Point Pi-
nos in April of 1942. Revetments were con-
structed in the sand dunes on the ocean side 
of the Lighthouse. During the day the guns 
were kept in the trees and run out to the re-
vetments at night. Some say the guns were 
seldom fired because it was too expensive 
to practice with live munitions, but Ruby 
Bothcford, who lived in Rocky Shores at 
the time is said to have written letters to 
relatives bitterly complaining about the 
artillery practice disrupting her life by fir-
ing shells into the bay. Little remains of 
the revetments today – just a few sandbags 
protruding on the fairway between the 14th 
and 15th holes.

It was just too much for Don Gas-
person and his five Pacific Grove High 
School pals to ignore – the tales of Japa-
nese submarines and artillery soldiers in the 
sand dunes with their cannon-like guns … 
they just had to go see it all for themselves.  
Gasperson and his buddies, athletes all, 
made their way to Point Pinos to find the 
soldiers and the big guns – “nice guys” re-
called Gasperson and his mates, Don Day, 
Jim and Dick De Lorimier, Bud Wilson, 
and best friend Marty Larkin at a reunion 
to celebrate the end of WWII’s 50th an-
niversary. Gasperson would often tell the 
stories of how he and his mates were just 15 
and 16 years of age when they were cooking 
hot dogs and playing softball with the off 
duty artillerymen. The soldiers had brought 
baseball equipment with them from home 
– they loved baseball. In fact, some of them 
were professional baseball players and be-
longed to the Negro Baseball League be-
fore the war. 

Baseball was a common denominator 
for the high school boys and the artillery-
men. Gasperson and his pals played base-
ball and with the aid of Ralph Morton, 
an ace pitcher for a local Twilight League 
team, were beating some of the toughest 
teams from Fort Ord. The 54th Coast Ar-
tillery changed all that, serving up some of 
the first defeats the Twilight League was 
to encounter.  “Those guys were great,” 
the Twilight Team boys offered up at the 
reunion, “We all had a lot of fun and they 
were awfully good to us kids.”

While the  54th Coast Artillery Regi-
ment, 3rd Battalion has been written into 
the history of wartime Pacific Grove by the 
memories of some high school boys who 
loved baseball and a resident who com-
plained of the noise caused by the 155MM 
guns, and a Mayor, Florus Williams, who 
delivered bread to the soldiers bivouacked 
in the city cemetery (well, maybe it was the 
area that is now the Monarch Sanctuary - 
all the same) these soldiers left their mark 
in the minds and hearts of local residents, 
especially those of the boys they competed 
against in the Twilight League.

54th Coast Artillery Regiment. Photo courtesy Pt. Pinos Lighthouse Museum

For more than 70 years, this bat and glove have waited for some high school ballplayers 
or maybe members of the 54th Coast Artillery to come back and play ball.

Left: 54th Coast Artillery Regiment. Photo 
courtesy Pt. Pinos Lighthouse Museum
Below, left: WWII Soldiers mixing with the 
public at Lovers Point.  Photo courtesy Don 
and Jane Gasperson.
Below, right:  Camouflage designed by 
Pacific Grove artists and air raid warden 
Burton Boundy. 

Far left: Surplus WWI uniforms were issued to 
the WWI 54th Coast Artillery Regiment.
At left:  A 15mm GPF in travel position.

A forgotten part of Pacific Grove history: 
The 54th Coast Artillery Regiment at Pt. Pinos Lighthouse
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Since opening her shop in Pacific Grove, Amy Goodrich has 
participated in the Good Old Days celebration. The Chamber 
ensures best location assignment for local business owners 
on Lighthouse Avenue in downtown Pacific Grove. Please visit 
Amy at her booth in front of Holly’s Lighthouse Cafe and at her 
business, Butterfly by the Sea, at 624 Lighthouse Avenue in 
Pacific Grove.

Thank You, Jacquie

For the past 18 years, Jacquie Burns who represents the Christian 
Church at Pacific Grove, has been volunteering at Good Old Days. 
Jacquie’s function is to arrive at 6a.m. to assist the vendors.

Jacquie Burns

Good Old Days Supports 
Local Merchants”

Amy Goodrich

Free Outdoor Concert by the 
Pacific Grove Pops Orchestra

During Good Old Days, Sunday, April 10 at 2:30 p.m., in the parking lot of the Pa-
cific Grove branch of the Bank of America, 601 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove, 
PG Pops will perform a free concert. Featuring “Victory at Sea,” “Stars & Stripes,” 
“Take 5,” as well as music from “The Phantom of the Opera,” “Jurassic Park,” “Star 
Wars,” and “The Godfather”.
Please join us for the third concert of our third season. The Pacific Grove Pops Or-
chestra is a non profit organization funded by its musician members.

Hardwood Floors
Carpeting

Custom Area Rugs
Window Coverings

b

Sanding/ Refinishing 
Also Available

314 GRAND AVENUE
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

(8310 372-0521
grandaveflooring.com
License No. 675298

Serving
The Monterey Peninsula
Since the Good Old Days

1979
b

Who’s Got the Best Mustache?
The Pacific Grove 
Chamber of 
Commerce and 
Phill’s Barber Shop 
will host the second 
annual Best Mustache 
Competition. The 
judging will be 
held at the Rotary 
Club Beer Garden, 
Rabobak Courtyard, 
561 Lighthouse at 
Grand. Judging by 
Phill Benson, owner of Phill’s Barber Shop.


