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•
Parkinson’s Support Group

MPSG meets the second Tuesday
of every month except December,

3:00 at the Sally Griffin Center
Pacific Grove

Contact:  373-8202            
http://www.

montereyparkinsonssupport.com/
meetings.html 

•
Fridays

Pacific Groove Dance Jam
Chautauqua Hall 8-10 PM

•
Saturdays

Dance at Chautauqua Hall
•

Sat. March 3
Book Sale

PG Public Library
10AM - 4PM

•
Thurs. March 8

Republican Women meet
Rancho Cañada’11:30 $25 

members, $28 guests
•

Sat. March 10
A Capella Showcase

7 PM
Comm. Church

4590 Carmel Valley Rd.
$20 adults $15 students & Seniors

•
Sun. March 25

Steven Rushingwind 
Native American Flute

Community Church of the 
Monterey Peninsula

4590 Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel.
Suggested donation is $10 per 

person.
For more information call 831-624-

8595 or see www.ccmp.org.
•

HAMLET
Friday, March 2 • 7:30 PM - 

Opening 
Saturday, March  3 • 7:30 PM   
Sunday, March  4 • 2:00 PM - 

Matinee
Thursday, March  8 • 7:30 PM  

Friday, March  9 • 7:30 PM   
Saturday, March 10 • 7:30 PM   
Sunday, March 11 • 2:00 PM - 

Matinee
Thursday, March 15 • 7:30 PM 

Friday, March 16 • 7:30 PM   
Saturday, March 17 • 7:30 PM  
Sunday, March 18 • 2:00 PM - 

Matinee and Closing 
 Campus Parking is required for 
Thursday evening performances 

and is $3.
All tickets to  HAMLET  are $10. 

Tickets are available from the 
MPC Box Office on the Monterey 
Peninsula College Campus at 980 
Fremont St., Monterey. MPC Box 

Office (831-646-4213)
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www.cedarstreettimes.com

As interested people filed 
into the Community Center to 
hear the annual State of the City 
address, they were given 3x5 
cards on which to write questions 
they might have for Mayor Bill 
Kampe. And when he finished 
his prepared speech, he fielded 
those questions, which ranged 
from STRs and city income 
sources to expenditures, envi-
ronmental concerns, and future 
agenda items.

Mr. Kampe answered each 
question.

The speech was recorded 
by AMP Media, as are the City 
Council meetings. As soon as 
the schedule is posted, we will 
advise of the date and time via 
social media and our website so 
that our readers can watch it.

The following is the text of 
the speech, verbatim, as provid-
ed by Mayor Bill Kampe.

Good evening ladies and 
gentlemen. Thank you for join-
ing me here this evening. I’m 
going to discuss the State of our 
City in three parts. First, I want 
to step back from current chal-
lenges, and remind us of some of 
the virtues of our city, including 
some recent improvements. It 
is easy to lose sight of why we 
live in this very privileged place, 
and it’s important to refresh our 
memories. 

Next, I’ll discuss the top 
issues facing our city. To close, 
I’ll talk about the challenge of 
shaping our future. 

A Great Place 
to Live and Visit 

Let’s start with some things 
that make the quality of life, and 
enjoyment of our city, so special. 

Our Coastline 
Pacific Grove has the finest 

city coastline in the State of Cal-
ifornia. We have recently made it 
even better with the creation of 
new trails at Rocky Point, near 
the Great Tide Pool. There is a 
boardwalk from the road to an 
overlook point, allowing hand-
icap access. 

We completed critical re-
pairs to the seawall just west 
of Lovers Point, where a storm 
washed out a section last year. 
We also completed repairs to 

State of the City of Pacific Grove
Mayor Bill Kampe, Pacific Grove, February 27, 2018

“the Cave,” that’s the storage space at Lovers Point for Adventures 
by the Sea kayaks. The new framing will increase safety for those 
who enter the space and for those who are eating at the tables above 
it. 

We’ve also added a part time maintenance worker focusing 
on the rec trail. We are working aggressively to restore the purple 
magic carpet. 

Around Town 
We are a friendly town, and on the trail or on our streets, you 

encounter people smiling and pleased to be here, both residents 
and visitors. 

Our citizens appreciate a sense of vitality in our city, signs of 
life, people on the streets, and interesting things to do. With many 
special events plus the activities sponsored by our Library and 
Museum there is always plenty to do. First Fridays have become 
a happening scene, with multiple music venues and shops and art 
galleries open. It helps that over the past couple of years, we have 
more people on the street. 

Keeping up the City 
You have certainly noticed that several of our streets were torn 

up for projects last summer. Those projects included items on the 
sewer system maintenance plan. There was also the Lovers Point 
Watershed project to upgrade piping and a trash separator to help 
protect our Bay. Over 10,000 feet of sewer and storm water piping 
were replaced with the help of $4 million in grant funds. 

Our Local Water Project has been a special effort at the site of 
the former sewage treatment plant near Point Pinos. The new facility 
collects waste water from the western part of our city and reclaims 
it. That water is now irrigating our golf course and cemetery. 

The recently completed roundabout on Route 68 at Route 1 is 
not in our city, yet it affects those of us who come or go by that route. 
Despite anxieties, the roundabout is working very well. It makes 

driving through that intersection 
safer, quicker, and easier. 

3.7 linear miles of street, out 
of our 55 linear miles, received 
crack and slurry seal. Public 
Works completed 600 work 
orders. And I hope you have 
noticed the more attractive and 
more effective trash and recycle 
receptacles downtown. 

Other Accomplishments 
Several months ago, we 

updated our Historic Preserva-
tion Ordinance with two major 
changes, both consistent with 
state recommended best practic-
es. We linked the determination 
of historic significance more 
strongly to our Historic Context 
Statement, a key document for 
preservation of our resources. 
We also shifted review of his-
toric resource projects to the 
Historic Resources Committee. 

We adopted an accessory 
dwelling unit ordinance. Our 
ordinance adapts new state law 
to the circumstances of Pacific 
Grove. 

Pacific Grove has joined 
Monterey Bay Community Pow-
er, a collective of cities and 
counties for the purchase of 
renewable power for delivery 
to our residents. In the coming 
weeks, you will have the option 
to remain as a PG&E customer 
for electric power or will oth-
erwise become a customer of 
MBCP. 

For our city staff, we have 
filled several positions, including 
Tori Hannah as Administrative 
Services Director, Joyce Halabi 
as Public Works Project Man-
ager, Scott Bauer as Library Di-
rector, and 9 police department 
employees. These key employ-
ees, and other new hires, add to 
the excellent city staff that is so 
central to keep our town in the 
condition that we desire. 

Our police department has 
saved two lives in the past year. 
One was a water rescue by Offi-
cer Gonzalez on his first day on 
the job. The second was an opi-
oid overdose. All of our officers 
now carry Naloxone. 

Our City Clerk’s office filled 
160 public record requests. The 

Mayor Bill Kampe
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Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal 
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is 
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Skillshots

Joan Skillman

Lighthouse needs you
Become a volunteer docent at the historic Point Pinos Lighthouse, 80 

Asilomar Blvd. in Pacific Grove. Training is arranged during lighthouse hours, 
Thursday through Monday, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

If you are interested, please leave a message at 831-648-3176.

Near Lovers Point
Data reported by John Munch at 18th St.

Week ending 12/07/16 .........................  .19" 
Total for the season (since 7/1/16) ....... 5.42"
Last week low temperature .................41.5 F
Last week high temperature ................63.5 F

Near Lovers Point
Data reported by John Munch at 18th St.

Week ending  morning 3/1/18 ..............  .00" 
Total for the season (since 7/1/17) ....... 5.34"
Last week low temperature ............... 38.7° F
Last week high temperature .............. 57.2° F
Last year rain to date (07/01/16-1/24/17) .. 18.73”

Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported at Canterbury Woods

Week ending 3/2/18- 9:00 AM ............... .63" 
Total for the season .............................. 6.01"
The historic average to this date is  .......N/A"
Wettest year ................................................. 47.15"
During rain year 07-01-97 through 06-30-98
Driest year ................................................... 15.54"
During rain year 07-01-12 through 06-30-13
RAINFALL SEASON BEGINS  JULY 1 EACH YEAR

PSTATE OF THE CITY From Page 1

Squalus acanthias

Spiny Dogfish are abundant sharks that have a toxic 
spine at the base of their dorsal fins. They average about 
four feet in length, and are commonly fished for food 
in Europe. In the United States, fishing for dogfish is 
highly regulated to prevent overfishing. Dogfish hunt in 
groups, often pursuing prey much larger than they are. 

Wildlife Spotlight
by Dan Bohrman

Spiny Dogfish

Community and Economic Development Department issued 624 building permits, 
1100 planning permits, and 428 tree permits in the past year. PG now has several 
new software packages to improve timekeeping, pay record access, and contract 
management. 

One of the fun activities in this past year has been hosting school groups for mock 
city council meetings. At a League of California Cities Conference, we were reminded 
of the importance of civic outreach and introducing our children to the process of 
government. I’ve hosted nine groups this year – four second grade classes, four fifth 
grade classes, and a cub scout pack. Everyone gets to sit in the big seats, the mikes 
are on, and they conduct a city council meeting with an agenda and real topics that 
are current to the city. 

At the 7th group, one of the young girls asked if girls can be councilmembers. 
Councilmember Cynthia Garfield joined me for the next two sessions, so we can say 
“yes,” and show it. The kids are fantastic. They absolutely get the sense of the issues, 
can find simple yet effective words to say their thoughts, and they follow the process 
and protocol very nicely. They love the experience. I need to mention that they bring 
new and relevant insights that we haven’t heard before. 

In Progress and Coming Soon 
There several projects around town that are in progress, or soon to start. 
The Holman Building looks vastly better than before with the new windows, 

aesthetic integration of the sides of the building with the front, and new paint. Occu-
pancy is expected in September. 

We have a Local Coastal Plan update in progress. This topic is very contentious 

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 11
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WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE
Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111
1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)
Mon-Thu 4-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 11-10pm • Sun 12-9:30pm

www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

Winner of the 2010 PG Restaurant of the Year Award

Must present current coupon to get 
discount. Not combinable with other offers.

EXPIRES 4 -2-18

Are you a longstanding fan of Pitch 
Perfect? Then have we got a treat for 
you! Let the sweet sounds of a cappella 
harmony wash over you as the Monterey 
Bay Belles Women’s Barbershop Chorus 
presents its fifth A Cappella Showcase, a 
benefit to support and enhance participat-
ing school vocal music programs on Sat-
urday, March 10, 2018 at the Community 
Church of the Monterey Peninsula at 4590 
Carmel Valley Road in Carmel at 7p.m.

The event features adult a cappella 
and school choirs from near and far per-
forming all types of musical arrangements. 
Performers include: the Monterey Bay 
Belles, Cypressaires, Voci, Madregalia, 
Monterey Peninsula Gospel Choir, Buena 
Vista Middle School, The Breaker Shop 
Boys from Pacific Grove High School, 
a girls quartet from Pacific Grove High 
School and special guests Cloud 9 from 
University of California, Santa Cruz.

Arrive early. This popular event has 
become a local favorite and performances 
typically sell out. The A Cappella Show-
case begins at 7:00pm Saturday, March 
10th at Community Church of the Mon-

terey Peninsula. Tickets are $20.00 for 
adults, $15.00 for students and seniors (60 
and over) and free for kids 18 and under. 
Tickets may be purchased at the door by 
cash or check the evening of the event. In 
addition, Jeffrey’s Grill and Catering is 
hosting a reception following the concert 
in Woodhull Hall.

This showcase is the result of the 
Youth In Harmony program spearheaded 
by Kristen Thompson in 2009. Since then, 
her quartet Vocal Point and the men’s 
quartet, the Cannery Rogues have sung for 
almost every school in the county. The Bay 
Belles are a non-profit organization for 
charitable and educational purposes. A por-
tion of the proceeds from the event, after 
expenses, will benefit participating school 
vocal music programs. All donations are 
tax exempt to the full extent of the law. 
The Monterey Bay Belles gratefully ac-
knowledge the Arts Council for Monterey 
County for grant funding making the A 
Cappella Showcase possible. Learn more 
about the Monterey Bay Belles at:  http://
www.montereybaybelles.blogspot.com    

 

Bay Belles present 5th 
A Capella Showcase

The Monterey County Genealogy Society, Inc. (MoCoGenSo) will hold its regular 
monthly meeting Thursday,  April 1  at 7 pm. Meetings are held the first Thursday of 
each month at the Family History Center, located at the LDS Church, 1024 Noche 
Buena, Seaside.

This month’s meeting will be  “From Piles to Productivity: Organize Your Ge-
nealogy to Optimize Your Research Time” by Cynthia C. Stormer.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. with doors open at 6:15 p.m. The Library will be open 
until 9 pm for research after the meeting. All meetings are free and open to the public: 
everyone is welcome. For further information, call 375-2340, or visit the website at  
www.mocogenso.org.

The Monterey County Genealogy Society Inc. is a non-profit, tax-exempt organi-
zation serving the Central Coast of California. The goals of the Society are to provide 
education, fellowship and support to its members and to the community of family history 
researchers both locally and throughout the world.

Genealogy Society Teaches 
Organization of Data

The  monthly  luncheon meeting of Monterey  Peninsula  Republican Women 
Federated  will be held on Thursday, March  8  at  Rancho Canada, 4860  Carmel Valley 
Road, Carmel Valley.  The featured guest  speaker  is Evan Sayet, lecturer, author, and 
former television writer and producer and stand-up comedian. His best selling book “The 
Kindergarten Eden: How the Modern Liberal Thinks’ will be available to be signed.  
Social  begins at 11:30 am, Lunch is at 12:00 noon.  Cost $25.00 members and $28.00 
guests (Lunch is included).  Men are always welcome to attend. RSVP 831-484-1104  
or  info@mprwf.org.

Republican Women will meet 
March 8 at Rancho Cañada

Sophia Shultz, a fourth grader from Robert H. Down Elementary School in Pa-
cific Grove, has submitted the winning entry to the Big Sur Marathon Foundation’s 
first-ever T-shirt art contest held for its By-the-Bay 3K race. Her colorful drawing 
featured a seagull and ocean wave below the block-letter word RUN that was filled 
with children prepping for a race. The winning art will be featured on more than 5,000 
T-shirts distributed to student and adult participants in the 3K race held in Pacific 
Grove on  Saturday, April 28.  

Two additional top-voted drawings were named as runners up in the contest. Fourth 
graders Emily Cortes of Santa Lucia Elementary School in King City and Mahealani 
Carrasco of Marshall Elementary School in Seaside received top honors as well. In all, 
706 drawings from 12 schools were submitted for this first-ever contest.

“This was a really fun project for us,” said Julie Armstrong, former marketing 
director for the Big Sur Marathon Foundation and co-creator of the contest. “Children’s 
artwork is so original and fresh; we knew we were bound to find something creative 
for this year’s runner shirts.”

In addition to having her artwork memorialized on the shirts, Shultz will receive 
a $50 prize from the Big Sur Marathon Foundation. She will also receive a shirt for 
every member of her immediate family to proudly display her artwork. The runners-up 
will each receive a check for $25, and one of the top voted drawings may be featured 
on a future 3K shirt.

The By-the-Bay 3K Schools Competition fun run is held each April as part of 
the Big Sur International Marathon weekend. Attracting more than 5,000 students, 
teachers and parents from throughout Monterey County, the 3K is the largest single 
weekend distance event of the marathon’s multi distance offerings and is the fourth 
largest organized youth-oriented race in the country.

Individuals can also enter the By-the-Bay 3K through the website,  www.bigsur-
marathon.org

3K T-Shirt Art Contest 
Winners Named

PG Girl Takes 1st

Emily Cortes, 4th Grade
Santa Lucia Elementary

Mehealani Carrasco, 4th Grade 
Marshall Elementary School

Native American Flute Concert
Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula Concert Series presents a tool of 

healing for the soul.
Hear Steven Rushingwind, Native American Flute player on Sunday, March 25 at 

the Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula, 4590 Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel.
Rushingwind is a two-time Native American Music Awards winner and Artist of the 

Year Finalist. He is also a finalist for Indigenous Music Awards Entertainer of the Year.
Suggested donation is $10 per person.
For more information call 831-624-8595 or see www.ccmp.org.

City needs your input
Recreation needs assessment 

Watch for the postcard
The City of Pacific Grove is conducting a RECREATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

survey.
The postcard will be arriving in residents mailboxes this week.  
The survey is open on-line through April 30.
Please distribute/share this with your friends and contacts including the school 

district, parents, etc.
Note:  both residents and non-residents are encouraged to provide input. 
Link: www.cityofpacificgrove.org       
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/pgrecassessment



Page 4 • CEDAR STREET Times  • March 2, 2018

Gary Baley

BaleyWik

“What Happened to the Duchess of 
Windsor?” is a staged reading by Carol 
Marquart (with very interesting photos)

Starring: Linda Felice, Harriet Lynn, 
Andrea McDonald

Mrs. Edwina Plunckett and her dear 
friend, Diana give you the inside scoop of 
the life of Wallis Simpson Windsor.  They 
have even written a book, but they can’t 
figure out how to end their story, because 
they don’t know “What Happened to the 
Duchess of Windsor.” Free, March 14, 
Wednesday, 2:00 pm, Sally Griffin Center

What Happened 
to the Duchess of 
Windsor?

Be Seen By 
Thousands

Call 
• Webster •

831-324-4742

In last week’s column, I reported 
research findings on CTE (Chronic 
Traumatic Encephalopathy) which 
showed up in 99 percent of NFL football 
players who had died and had autopsies. 
But CTE is not limited to professional 
football players. It has been found in 
91 percent of college and 21 percent of 
high school players according to reports 
in the Huffington Post. The post goes on 
to report that 5.5 million youth (age 6 to 
14), high school, college and profession-
al people played tackle football in 2016.

The brain is the only organ that 
has evolved completely surrounded by 
bone—and for good reason—brain tissue 
is delicate and easily damaged by trau-
ma. Yet, football players use their heads 
as battering rams. The evidence is clear 
and compelling that even helmet-pro-
tected non-concussion hits to the head 
cause CTE. Dead brain cells. Irreversible 
brain damage. And it’s only diagnos-
able at autopsy. The most respected 
medical journal in the world—the New 
England Journal of Medicine reports 
in 2010: “Examination of the brains of 
several professional football players and 
wrestlers has revealed the pathological 
underpinnings for the cognitive and neu-

Time to kick football out of sports?
ropsychiatric decline seen in these men 
in later life. Although cognitive decline 
in longtime professional football players 
has been noted for years, the first autop-
sy report from such a player appeared in 
the literature only recently.”

Former New England Patriots 
player Aaron Hernandez, jailed for 
murder, committed suicide at age 27. At 
autopsy he was found to have had the 
most severe case of CTE the pathologist 
had ever seen for someone his age. His 
aggressive behavior is believed to be 
related to CTE.

Dr. Bennet Omalu, who discovered 
CTE, likens playing football to child 
abuse. His memoir  “Truth Doesn’t 
Have a Side: My Alarming Discovery 
about the Danger of Contact Sports”  is 
available on  Amazon.com  as Kindle, 
hardcover, or audio CD. Omalu said 
“Someday there will be a district attor-
ney who will prosecute for child abuse, 
and it will succeed.”  

Who in Monterey County will take 
the lead and protect our children from 
this scourge?

 



March 2, 2018 • CEDAR STREET Times •  Page 5

Feast of 
Lanterns Board
Seeks Members

Join in an event that is a part of the 
heart and soul of Pacific Grove—The 
Feast of Lanterns. 

As a board member you help in the 
planning and execution of the annual 
events for the Feast of Lanterns. If you 
are interested in serving on this volunteer 
board, please contact Kaye Coleman for 
information at 831-800-1905 or email her 
at k.coleman@feast-of-lanterns.org.  All 
of our board meetings are open to the 
public and we encourage you to attend a 
meeting if you are interested in serving 
with us. To be the best we can be we need 
your help, so please join us in becoming a 
board member.  We welcome you!!

Upcoming Board Meeting:
March 13, 2018

Pacific Grove Visitors Center - 100 
Central Avenue (Next to Il Vecchio)

** The Feast of Lanterns is also 
looking volunteers for all of the main 
events during Feast week July 20-28, 
2018.  If you are interested in helping us 
out please submit your information on 
our website. www.feast-of-lanterns.org/
volunteer

Junior League of Monterey County  
Accepting Scholarship Applications  
Scholarship Awarded to a Female Applicant Pursuing a 

Degree that Impacts Women and Children
The Junior League of Monterey County (JLMC) is pleased to ac-

cept applications for their Scholarship Program now through March 24, 
2018. A scholarship of up to $1,000 is awarded to a female student with 
financial need pursuing higher education. She also must be working  to-
wards obtaining a degree that will help her impact women and children 
in our local community.  

The applicant must be currently enrolled (Spring 2018 semes-
ter) in a Monterey County institute of higher education, which means 
attending a Monterey County college, university or vocational school, 
or an online accredited program while living in Monterey County. Both 
undergraduate and graduate students may apply.

Visit  jlmontereycounty.org/scholarship  to review additional appli-
cation requirements and to submit an application.  

The Junior League of Monterey County  is an organization of 
women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential 
of women and improving the community through the effective action 
and leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively edu-
cational and charitable.  To learn more about JLMC and their work 
throughout Monterey County, please visit  jlmontereycounty.org.  
 

The Arts Council for Monterey 
County is excited to celebrate the one-
year anniversary of “ArtWorks @Pacific-
Grove” on Friday, March 16, 2018 from 
6-8 PM with a free tour of the premises, 
food, and live music.

 During the admission-free celebra-
tion on Friday, March 16, community 
members will have the opportunity to tour 
our artist studio space and gallery at the 
American Tin Cannery (125 Oceanview 
Blvd, Suite 209-210, Pacific Grove).  The 
musical group “Johnny Tsunami and the 
Shoulder Hoppers” will be performing 
and refreshments will be provided by the 
Bull Dog British Pub.

“Artworks” is a vibrant cultural co-
operative where Monterey County artists 
can work, collaborate and contribute to 
our local community. Throughout the 
year, the studios are open to the public 
on Saturdays and Sundays from 10am to 
2:00pm.  Currently, ArtWorks is leased to 
capacity to twenty (20) Monterey County 
artists in the visual arts arena including 
painting, sculpture, mixed media, design, 
photography and jewelry, with a growing 
wait list.

At our Grand Opening in March 
2017, we had over 400 people tour the 
studio and meet our artists.  We hope just 
as many drop by to see the improvements 
to the space and meet the new artists in 
their studios.

“This project has become a win-win-
win! We know that many talented artists 
struggle to find an affordable place to 
work and so many buildings are vacant 
and in danger of deteriorating.  We were 
all so fortunate that Jacquie Atchison, our 
Deputy Director, knew about the potential 

at the American Tin Cannery last year and 
had the expertise to create the project in 
a way that benefits the community.  We 
find over and over that the arts are the an-
swer – this project is a powerful example. 
We are eager to find more opportunities 
throughout the county,” notes Executive 
Director Paulette Lynch.

About the Arts Council  
for Monterey County

Founded in 1982, the mission of the 
Arts Council for Monterey County is to 
improve the quality of life for everyone in 
our region through the arts. The Arts Coun-
cil provides arts education to thousands of 
students each year thanks to support from 
local PTAs, foundations, businesses and 
individuals. We provide promotional, tech-
nical and financial support to more than 80 
arts organizations thanks to funding from 
the Monterey County Board of Supervi-
sors and grants from the David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation and the William and 
Flora Hewlett Foundation. We are very 
passionate about our work and dedicated 
to making Monterey County the very best 
place to live, work and visit.

One Year Anniversary of 
ArtWorks @Pacific Grove
Affordable Studio Space and Gallery for 

Local Monterey County Artists

A Capella Showcase March 10
Monterey Bay Belles Women’s Barbershop Chorus presents its fifth A Cappella 

Showcase, a benefit to support and enhance participating school vocal music programs 
on Saturday, March 10, 2018 at the Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula at 
4590 Carmel Valley Road in Carmel at 7p.m.



Page 6 • CEDAR STREET Times  • March 2, 2018

Gentrain Society Lectures
The Gentrain Society of Monterey Peninsula College is sponsoring these free 
public lectures in February, 2018. For lengthier descriptions and illustrations 
for these talks please see the Gentrain website.

Center for Spiritual Awakening
522 Central Ave. • 831-372-1942 

Central Presbyterian Church of Pacific Grove
325 Central Ave. • 831-375-7207

Chabad of Monterey
620 Lighthouse Ave., Entrance on 18th • 831-643-2770

Christian Church Disciples of Christ of Pacific Grove
442 Central Ave. • 831-372-0363

Community Baptist Church
Monterey & Pine Avenues • 831-375-4311

First Baptist Church of Pacific Grove
246 Laurel Ave. • 831-373-0741

First Baptist Church of Monterey
600 Hawthorne St., Monterey 
Rev. Nate Rhen 831-373-3289

•
First Church of God

1023 David Ave. • 831-372-5005

First United Methodist Church of Pacific Grove
Worship: Sundays 10:00 a.m.

915 Sunset @ 17-Mile Dr. • 831-372-5875

Forest Hill United Methodist Church
Services 9 a.m. Sundays

551 Gibson Ave. • 831-372-7956 

Jehovah’s Witnesses of Pacific Grove
1100 Sunset Drive • 831-375-2138

Lighthouse Fellowship of Pacific Grove
PG Community Center, 515 Junipero Ave. • 831-333-0636

Manjushri Dharma Center
724 Forest Ave. • 831-901-3156

manjushridharmacenter.org • carmelkhenpo@gmail.com

Mayflower Presbyterian Church
141 14th St. • 831-373-4705

Peninsula Baptist Church
1116 Funston Ave. • 831-394-5712

Peninsula Christian Center
520 Pine Ave. • 831-373-0431

St. Angela Merici Catholic Church
146 8th St. • 831-655-4160

St. Anselm’s Anglican Church
Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

375 Lighthouse Ave. • 831-920-1620
Fr. Michael Bowhay

St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
Central Avenue & 12 th St. • 831-373-4441

Seventh-Day Adventist Church of the Monterey Peninsula
375 Lighthouse Ave. • 831-372-7818

OUTSIDE PACIFIC GROVE
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

800 Cass St., Monterey • 831-373-1523
Pastor Bart Rall

Congregation Beth Israel
5716 Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel • 831-624-2015

Monterey Center for Spiritual Living
Sunday Service 10:30 am

400 West Franklin St., Monterey • 831-372-7326
www.montereycsl.org

Shoreline Community Church
2500 Garden Rd. Monterey 

8:30 am 10 am & 11:30 am Sundays.
831-655-0100

www.shorelinechurch.org

St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Church
698 Laine St, Monterey • Father Karas (831) 375-7200 

Unitarian Universalist Church of the Monterey Peninsula
490 Aguajito Rd., Carmel • 831-624-7404
Sunday Service 9:30 a.m. and 1:15 a.m.

Programs at the Library
 All programs at the Pacific Grove Library

For more information call 648-5760.

Chautauqua Hall Dance Club 
Saturdays

As of June 2017, the entry fee is a low-cost $5 for the first Sat. of the month 
for members and non-members alike!  Annual membership fee is $10. Buy 2018 
memberships for $10! Prices go up to $15 in January! Try us out!

Chautauqua Hall, 16th St. at Central Ave Pacific Grove, CA 93950
Fee includes 55 min. dance lesson, DJ’d music for three hours and buffet of 

healthful snacks.

Background: Chautauqua Hall Dance Club, a non-profit founded in 1926, is 
dedicated to making dance accessible to everyone.  We offer dance classes in over 
20 kinds of ballroom, nightclub and specialty dances so that everyone can share in 
the joy in partnered social dance.

Additional info:  No partner needed.  Everyone welcome. Kids 13 and under 
free with an adult. 

For more information, go to:  pgdance.org/index.html or  Facebook at: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/PGDANCE/

Background: Chautauqua Hall Dance Club, a non-profit founded in 1926, is 
dedicated to making dance accessible to everyone.  We offer dance classes in over 
20 kinds of ballroom, nightclub and specialty dances so that everyone can share in 
the joy in partnered social dance.

Additional info:  No partner needed.  Everyone welcome. Kids 13 and under 
free with an adult.

Tuesday, Feb. 27 • 11:00 am
Stories for PreSchool (ages 2-5)

•
Wednesday, Feb. 28 • 3:45 pm

Wacky Wednesday (stories, crafts, science for ages 5 and up)
•

 Thursday, March 1 • 11:00 am
Baby Rhyme Time for babies birth - 24 months

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 
Gentrain Society Lecture:     Girl Talk: Chicano Artists and Their Work In 1960 

Monterey Peninsula College Lecture Forum 103 
1:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

Free; MPC Parking $3.00 
Information:  www.gentrain.org  ; info@gentrain.org ; 372-0895

 
Dr. Amalia Mesa-Bains, renowned for her exquisite interpretations of tradi-
tional Chicano altars, lectures on the place of Chicano women artists in the 
Latino art world, examining their work from the perspective of feminism and 
social justice.   Dr. Mesa-Bains is an educator, artist and cultural critic who 
has pioneered the documentation and interpretation of long traditions in Mex-
ican-American art, both through her cultural activism and through her own al-
tar-installations.   Her work has been exhibited at the Smithsonian, the Whitney 
Museum, the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, and across the globe. 
She is a recipient of a distinguished MacArthur Fellowship. As a member of 
Galería de la Raza’s Board, she conceptualized their “(Re)Generation Project” 
for emerging artists, as a means to train young Latina/o artists and to share the 
experiences of ‘Movimiento’ artists. The (Re)Generation Program has become 
an essential forum for on-going interaction and dialogue between generations.   

Wednesday, March 21, 2018 
Gentrain Society Lecture: The Jefferson Presidency; Insights for a #Nation 

Monterey Peninsula College Lecture Forum 103 
1:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

Free; MPC Parking $3.00 
Information:  www.gentrain.org  ; info@gentrain.org ; 372-0895

 
Dr. Richard Kezirian will discuss the lessons of Thomas Jefferson’s presidency, 
which have a singular relevance for our own fractious and troubled era.   We are 
seeing how boorishness and vulgarity can pollute public life; for Jefferson, social 
and political actions demanded a reasonable and civil tone.   He believed that 
courtesy and care were required to sustain a vibrant body politick and placed 
great faith in the power of words, carefully composed.   That care combined with 
his generosity of spirit, his patience and moderation, and his strict attention to 
the inner workings of the federal government, offered an operable political har-
mony for his contemporaries and enduring insights for succeeding generations. 
 
Richard Kezirian is Professor Emeritus at MPC and The Panetta Institute for 
Public Policy.   He is the 1986 recipient of the Allen Griffin Award for Excellence 
in Teaching and the 2014 MPC President’s Award.   Dr. Kezirian earned his 
Ph.D. in the study of history from the University of California, Santa Barbara. 
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Webster Slate

Cop Log
Part 1 of 2

PC Discord Conduct: Alcohol \ Forest Ave. – Suspect William Maslanka. A male 
was arrested for intoxication and violating the terms of his probation. The male was 
booked into County Jail. 

Maybe if vehicle had been empty and locked, our busy PGPD noble efforts
might be better utilized elsewhere.

VC Tamper with vehicle\ 12th St. Unknown subject rummaged through unlocked 
vehicle. Nothing was taken. An area check for the subject was met with negative results.

I can just hear the perpetrator telling the people at the body shop,“ You
know, there are deer everywhere in PG”…

Hit and Run-Public property- Tow away/ \ Congress Ave. – Non injury collision.
Probably Russians

Info in Suspicious Circumstance \ Pine Ave. – PGPD notified of suspicious circum-
stance by outside agency. It was determined to be associated with another jurisdiction.

Must have been a very quiet citizen with very sensitive ears
Info in Citizen Assist\ 17th St. – Citizen complained about neighbor’s smoke 

detector making noise like battery was dying. Homeowner contacted and said she 
would take care of it. 

Vandal must have hated that light pole.
Pc-Vandalism \ Ocean View Blvd. – Vandalism to a light pole.

“No Mom, you can’t borrow my car. You stay out all night and you always re-
turn with the tank empty. I don’t like to be the one that says no, but until you 
show me you can handle the responsibility; no car for two weeks. And that’s 

it!”
Civil in Civil Matter \ Crocker Ave. – Civil Matter between adult son and his 

mother regarding his vehicle.
Verb, not noun. No vacation.

Muni MC Notice to Vacate\ Ocean View Blvd. – R/P reported that a transient 
was setting up camp in a local park. A shopping cart filled with property was found 
unattended. A notice to vacate was left with property. 

Please see PGPD public service flyer in sidebar.
Pick a card. 

Please read and absorb fancy PGPD information included in the sidebar
Pc Theft of Personal Property \ 2nd St. – Theft from unlocked vehicle.
Alarm (info) \ Forest Ave, - Back door to business left unlocked. Business closed 

on holiday, but customers went inside, setting off alarm. Customers called police. 
Building cleared by two police officers and responsible called police to respond and 
secure building. Alarm card left.

Fender bender.
Central Ave. – Non injury property damage only collision. Information exchanged.

Safety first
Eardley Ave. – A female came into the police station with some safety concerns.

Purse-sistant  friend
Burglary \ Funston Ave. – A female entered a residence and stole a purse while 

the victim was in bed.
Can you hear the circus music too?

Laurel Ave. – Driver of truck misjudged a turn and hit a fire hydrant. The truck 
did not sustain any damage.

                             Odds are, a distracted driver
Accident/ Lighthouse Ave. – Vehicle struck a parked car. 

Must be loud construction
Alarm Activation (Alarm) \ Grove Acre Ave. Construction set alarm off. Appears 

secure. 
We all have them.

Case Unfounded- ongoing family issue
This is more common than you may know. Part 1

PC Theft of Personal Property \ Forest Ave. Report of license plates stolen from 
vehicle.

Part 2
Lighthouse Ave. – Stored vehicle with false rear plate from North Carolina 

and VIN record not on file.
This must be frustrating.  Sooner or later it will catch up to the check kiters… 

Ocean View Blvd. - business reported a check used to make purchase from store 
the month prior was allegedly stolen.
This is a very nominal entry in this log. I’ll guess PGPD is about to knock on 

this forger’s door.
PC Theft: Forged Access\ Sage ST. – Report of a fraud.

What kind of kid runs away from a beautiful place like Asilomar? Went home 
before dark when hungry...

Missing in runaway Juvenile \ Asilomar – Report of runaway juvenile. Subject later 
returned home. 

Part 2, or; when at first you don’t succeed… 
Suspect William Maslanka. A subject refused to leave a business and was arrested 

for public intoxication, violating his probation and making criminal threats.
Part 3, or: practice makes perfect

Booked: William Maslanka.
There is still a good chance of items finding their way home

Found Property (info) 17th St. - Personal property was reported found. The 
owners of the items could not be located. Property was subsequently brought to the 
station for safekeeping.

Part 1. I need to find a Police dictionary. This sounds like a royal pain for an 

average citizen.
484E(A) PCACQ ACC CARD:INT:SEL\ Heather Ln. – Contacted a subject 

who had a credit card opened falsely under her name. It was determined she was not 
responsible for the charges and was not out any money. Contacted the company and 
they did not want to be a victim of t   e fraud. Report for info. PG1800274

Part 2
484E(A) Pc ACQ ACC CARD:INT:SEL \ POBOX LA – Fraudulent internet 

scam. Information only. PG 1800277
Looking for love

MC Dog at large Lovers Point Park – Dog at large in Lovers Point.
An epic in three versions.  Version 1.

Found Property (info) \ Forest Ave. - A very handsome citizen with absolutely 
incredible hair came into PGPD lobby to turn in property he had found while he bravely 
engaged in his citizen patrol, with little regard for his own survival. He was duty and 
honor bound. His vision narrowed with an intensity of purpose that is exclusive to an 
elite few. Our hero knew what must be done. Nothing could have stopped him from 
crossing the street and completing his mission. Channeling the cat-like reflexes of 
his inner Fighting-Cheetah, he looked both ways (at the same time), then through the 
perilous fight he came through; through the night (afternoon). He took that hill all by 
himself and delivered us all, by getting the items to the PGPD lobby. He was met by 
the biggest celebratory crowd ever. Ever! No further information. 

2
Found Property (Info) Forest Ave. – A very handsome subject with absolutely 

incredible hair came into PGPD lobby to turn in property he had found. Items booked 
for safekeeping in the very handsome subject’s new office, next to his brand new very 
expensive wet bar, kitchenette and Espresso machine. The big screen was already 
there so, we went ahead and hooked up (pirated) the cable, hoping this makes him 
more comfortable while his requested jungle room theme is under construction. The 
Jacuzzi and spa will be done by the end of next week. And seeing how so much stuff 
got disheveled during construction, you can’t imagine how happy we were when our 
new resident writer offered to update our evidence inventory. He says that by next 
week he will be flush with cash, so he’ll buy his own waterbed. What a guy! No more 
information.

3
Found Property (info) \ Forest Ave. – A citizen came into PGPD lobby to turn in 

property he had found. Property was held for safekeeping. No further information.
          As covered in last week’s issue, I was outside the museum smoking some-

thing when I found a set of small keys. I told Marge Ann I was going to turn them in 
across the street. Marge Ann told me that I’d be in the cop log again when I turned 
them in. And that she’d go with me to make sure I was not arrested for being glib.

Sounds like my ex-wife is in town
602 PC Trespassing \ Forest Ave. – I was dispatched to a local business for a 

subject soliciting. 
Lunch money?

PC Theft\ Sunset DR. – I was dispatched to a local school for a theft.
Things that go bump in the night

ALARM \ La Calle Corte – Officers responded to a burglar alarm at a private 
residence. Unfounded.

 

The Glenn Miller Orchestra is the most popular Big Band in the world today. 
They’re swinging through Pacific Grove again, offering a repeat of their 2012 per-
formance at the Performing Arts Center.

On March 17, 2018 you can hear such standards as “String of Pearls,” “Tuxedo 
Junction,” “Little Brown Jug,” and Pennsylvania 6-5000” as performed by the 18-piece 
orchestra. The curren band was formed in 1956 and hs been touring consistently ever 
since, playing an average of 300 live dates a year all around the world.

The concert will begin at 7:00 p.m. at the Pacific Grove Performing Arts Center, 
which filled last time. The PAC is located at 835 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove, at the 
middle school.

Tickets are on sale now at $20-$37 and are available at http://www.brownpap-
ertickets.com.org/.

For more information, call 1-800-838-3006 for additional ticket information or 
321-441-9136 for more informationon the orchestra.

Glenn Miller Orchestra Returns
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“Business Sense” by Peter Silzer
Across
1 Nosy US group?
4 Become firm
8 Make something new
14 DOJ bureau
15 Capital of Samoa
16 Taking more time than desired
17 *Counting on future income (2 wds)
20 Essential acid
21 Afternoon repast
22 Some Windows systems
23 *Reducing effort
28 Last word in IMO
30 One kind of fashion fur, abbrev.
31 Skye slope
32 Cauldron cooks?
35 Upscale flapjack
39 Equine morsel
40 Credit card backers
42 Potential energy source
43 Spew
45	 Cork’s	place	
46 Prozac or Zoloft, for example
47 Old-style nail container
49	 Acrobat’s	getup
51 Business adage, and a clue to 2 words that can follow 
the last wd of 17, 23, and 60 (3 wds)
54 Burmese neighbor
56 Unused
57 Elites
60 Manufacturing bane (2 wds)
65 Trapper
66 Guilty or not guilty
67 Summer goal for some
68 Biweekly or monthly 
day of reckoning
69 Simple
70	 This	year’s	grads

Down
1 Zilch
2 Educational focus of late
3 Network partner
4 “I, Claudius” star
5 Dermal opening
6 Soused
7 Holds up
8 Antagonym mentioned in 
weddings
9 Politician Paul
10 Put a stop to
11 Target of some lotions
12 Camping refuge
13 Tiny efforts
18 Off the wall
19 Anecdotal sleep disturber
24 Common 4th of July 
exclamations
25 Pancreatic enzyme
26 Certain carriers
27 MRI component
28 Orchestral tuner
29 Czech capital, to Sigfried
33 Icon-based PC display
34 Following truth, seeks the truth
36 Bacon and Pound, for example
37 Sound of contentment
38 Novelist Bagnold
40 Tabloid pair
41 City on the Truckee
44 Make tracks?
46 Stone pillar
48 Some are landed
50 Sort of (3 wds)
51 Before midnight
52 Suffix with cash or cloth
53 Show approval or disapproval 
online
54 Sibilant difficulty
55 Palindromic female name
58 Get top billing
59 Gymnastic goals
61 Indian lentil
62 Red or Black, e.g.
63 In the style of

Solution is on page 16
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Inheritances are often compared to winning a lottery: suddenly, without any work 
or effort on your part, you are handed a check or title to assets and your net worth 
instantly increases. However, being entitled to an inheritance is not always akin to 
hitting the jackpot. There might be times when you would prefer to say “no thank you” 
to an inheritance. 

One common situation might be where you are entitled to assets with liabilities. If 
a parcel of real property has environmental contamination, for example, and the owner 
is legally and financially responsible for the clean-up, you might prefer to decline that 
inheritance. 

Another common situation might be where you feel that you already have enough 
assets and you might be worried about future estate tax. You might prefer that your 
children or other family members receive the inheritance instead. 

If you have significant debt and you are concerned that receiving an inheritance 
would simply mean handing all of those family assets over to your creditors, you might 
prefer to decline the inheritance and let other family members or friends who do not 
have creditor issues enjoy the new found wealth. 

Sometimes an estate planning document might contain an error or an outdated 
provision. Beneficiaries might choose to decline an inheritance entitled by an outdated 
document in order to allow the inheritance to go to the intended recipient. 

Some estate plans build in provisions to provide alternate dispositions in the event 
that a beneficiary declines a gift. This type of planning can create substantial flexibility 
which can navigate changes in the law or changes in a beneficiary’s circumstances. 

Saying “no thank you” to an inheritance is referred to as a “disclaimer.” If a dis-
claimer is “qualified,” then the person declining the inheritance can do so without any 
adverse tax consequences. Both federal and state law recognize “qualified disclaimers” 
under certain circumstances. 

With regard to a federally recognized disclaimer, Internal Revenue Code Section 
2518 provides the following conditions: 
“(a) General rule 
For purposes of this subtitle, if a person makes a qualified disclaimer with respect to 
any interest in property, this subtitle shall apply with respect to such interest as if the 
interest had never been transferred to such person. 

(b) Qualified disclaimer defined. For purposes of subsection (a), the term “qualified 
disclaimer” means an irrevocable and unqualified refusal by a person to accept an 
interest in property but only if—

(1) such refusal is in writing, 
(2) such writing is received by the transferor of the interest, his legal representative, 

or the holder of the legal title to the property to which the interest relates not later than 
the date which is 9 months after the later of— 

(A) the day on which the transfer creating the interest in such person is 
made, or 

(B) the day on which such person attains age 21, 
(3) such person has not accepted the interest or any of its benefits, and 
(4) as a result of such refusal, the interest passes without any direction on the part 

of the person making the disclaimer and passes either— 
(A) to the spouse of the decedent, or 
(B) to a person other than the person making the disclaimer.” 

California law has similar provisions and expressly provides that if a disclaimer is 
qualified under federal law, it is also qualified under state law. 

Being aware of disclaimers and their different applications can be effective in 
improving or protecting a beneficiary in a variety of circumstances. 

KRASA LAW, Inc. is located at 704-D Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 
and Kyle may be reached at 831-920-0205. 

Disclaimer: This article is for general information only. Reading this article does 
not establish an attorney-client relationship. Before acting upon any of the information 
presented in this article, you should consult a competent attorney who is licensed to 
practice law in your community. 

Planning for
Each Generation

Kyle A. Krasa, Esq.

Saying “No Thank You” to an Inheritance 

Kindness Rocks at 
Robert Down School

The first reported find of Kindness Rocks in Pacific Grove came on Feb-
ruary 18, 2018.   Kindness rocks have been hidden all around Pacific Grove 
by Robert Down School students.   Be on the lookout for kindness rocks.   
When you find one, it’s a reminder to do something kind.   After your act of 
kindness, place the kindness rock somewhere in Pacific Grove to keep the 
kindness going.

The first report came from two elementary students who found rocks on 
the way to the PG library.     The students reported they   saw the rocks near 
downtown Pacific Grove near a tree.   The students said their act of kindness 
was to pick up trash on their way to the library.   They then helped a pre-
schooler find a Dr. Seuss book at the library.   The two boys have “hidden” 
the rocks somewhere on Pine Avenue so be on the lookout.    

Found rocks and acts of kindness can be reported to  lwilliams@pgusd.org
Keep the kindness going.

“Like” us on Facebook where we post short 
updates, traffic, weather, fun pictures and 
timely stuff. If you follow us on Twitter, 
you’ll also get local sports updates and we 
even tweet tournaments and playoffs.
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By Mike Clancy

The first lecture of the 2018 Leon Panetta Lecture 
Series took place on Monday, February 26 at the newly 
remodeled Monterey Conference Center, and focused on 
“The Economy and the American Dream.”  It was the first 
of four lectures to be held between now and the end of 
May under the overall theme of “Is the American Dream 
Alive and Well?”.

Secretary Panetta brought two highly respected 
former U.S. Senators to the stage for this discussion:  
Senator Chris Dodd, Democrat from Connecticut, and 
Senator Kelly Ayotte, Republican from New Hampshire.  
Senator Dodd is perhaps best known as principal author 
of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer 
Protection Act, which was signed into law by President 
Obama in 2010 to guard against the financial excesses 
that produced the economic meltdown of 2008.  Dodd 
also played a crucial role in writing and passing the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, also known 
as Obamacare, and authored or co-authored other major 
legislation in the areas of education, healthcare, financial 
services, foreign policy and election reform during his 
30 years in the Senate.  Senator Ayotte served as New 
Hampshire’s first female attorney general from 2004 to 
2009, was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2010, and went 
on to become one of the most highly respected experts in 
the Senate on issues of national security, commerce and 
job creation.  She was instrumental in writing and passing 
the Revitalize American Manufacturing and Innovation 
Act, which established public-private partnerships to 
encourage and leverage investment in manufacturing 
technologies.  She also wrote key provisions of the Man-
ufacturing Universities Act, which provided workforce 
training to help meet the emerging needs of the high-tech 
manufacturing sector.

Panetta Institute Co-Chair and CEO, Sylvia Panetta, 
opened the forum by noting this is the 21st year of the 
lecture series and that the Institute is happy to have the 
event back in its original home, the Monterey Conference 
Center.  She thanked the City of Carmel and Sunset Center 
for hosting the series the past two years while the Confer-
ence Center was being remodeled.  Then Mrs. Panetta set 
the stage for the subsequent discussion by worrying that 
the American Dream may be increasingly out of reach 
for many. 

Secretary Panetta followed and stated, “As the son of 
immigrants, I’ve had the opportunity to live the American 
Dream, but the question is will future generations have the 
same opportunity?”  He identified challenges to the dream, 
including displacement of jobs by technology, the growing 
national debt, and the failures of leadership apparent in 
Washington.  Becoming momentarily emotional, Panetta 
addressed the recent Florida school shooting, and asked 
both panelists if they thought Congress would finally act 
on sensible gun legislation in response to this tragedy.  
Both Senator Ayotte and Senator Dodd were cautiously 
optimistic that Congress would take some action this time, 
mainly because of the activism of the students from the 
affected school, which they applauded strongly.  Dodd 

noted that a common denominator in the vast majority of 
mass shootings was the use of assault rifles with large-ca-
pacity magazines. Dodd and Ayotte agreed the President’s 
proposal to arm teachers was a bad idea.

Panetta asked the panelists for their view of the cur-
rent state of the economy.  Dodd said it is clearly better 
now than a few years ago, but the longer-term outlook 
for the economy is much less clear, mainly because of 
the burgeoning national debt.  He asserted that ensuring 
a bright future for young people would require invest-
ment in education and other areas, but we won’t be able 
to make these investments because of the growing debt, 
measured in the many trillions of dollars.  Ayotte said 
she was reasonably happy with the recently passed tax 
reform legislation, mainly because she felt we needed 
to cut corporate taxes, noting these cuts have prompted 
many companies to bring significant amounts of capital 
back into the U.S. from oversees.  She echoed Dodd’s 
concerns about the national debt, claiming, “It took two 
political parties to get us into debt like this, and it will 
take two parties working together to get us out.”  Panetta 
observed that the Republican Party used to be the voice 
of fiscal responsibility, but now the President and the 
Republicans in Congress don’t seem to care much about 
the debt.  Ayotte agreed and said, “You are right to call 
out the Republican Party on this.”  All three agreed it is 
essential to put entitlements, that seemingly untouchable 
two-thirds of the federal budget that includes Social Se-
curity, Medicare and Medicaid, on the table if a balanced 

Participants in the first forum of the 2018 Leon Panetta Lecture Series.  Left-to-right:  Secretary Panetta, 
Senator Chris Dodd and Senator Kelly Ayotte.  Photo by Katie Shain.

Panetta Lecture Series Begins with 
‘The Economy and the American Dream’

budget and pay down of the national debt are ever to be 
achieved.

Panetta expressed concern that the American middle 
class may be disappearing and asked how we can main-
tain it if technologies, such as automation, robotics and 
artificial intelligence, keep taking middle class jobs away.  
Dodd said this was indeed a significant concern, noting 
that about 80 million current jobs in the U.S. will be elim-
inated by technology in the next 20 years.  He went on 
to assert that the disruption will be larger than that of the 
industrial revolution, and recommended focus on training 
for new jobs in emerging areas such as renewable energy.  
Ayotte agreed and argued strongly for a total revamping 
of our educational system, stating, “I don’t think we are 
giving young people the skills they need.”  She said we 
must update every level of the educational system to 
prepare students for 21st century jobs.

It was very pleasing to watch the interaction between 
the Democrat, Dodd, and the Republican, Ayotte, through-
out the evening.  It was clear they were always trying 
to find common ground and areas of agreement where 
solutions to the many problems that threaten the future of 
the American Dream reside.  Our current political leaders 
in Washington could learn much from them. 

The next event in this series will take place on Mon-
day March 26 at the Conference Center and take on the 
topic of “Global Crisis and the American Dream.”  Call 
831-582-4200 or visit www.panettainstitute.org for more 
information.

Congressman Jimmy Panetta (CA-20) today co-
sponsored the reintroduction of the Assault Weapons 
Ban. The previous federal assault weapons ban, the 
Public Safety and Recreational Firearms Act, was 
signed into law in 1994 and expired in 2004.  

This legislation will prohibit the sale, transfer, 
manufacture, and importation of semiautomatic 
weapons and ammunition feeding devices capable 
of accepting more than ten rounds, while protecting 
hunting and sporting rifles and assault weapons used 
by members of the military and law enforcement. This 
legislation will improve upon the previous Assault 
Weapons Ban and existing state bans by prohibiting 
duplicates or altered facsimiles with semiautomatic 
capabilities and prohibiting the importation of assault 
weapons and large-capacity magazines.  

“Reinstating the Assault Weapons Ban is an im-
portant step in addressing our country’s gun violence 
epidemic,”  said Congressman Panetta.  “Having 
deployed to Afghanistan, I know what these weapons 
of war can do in combat. I also know that these types 
of firearms belong on the battlefield, not on school 
grounds, at concerts, or places of worship. Although 

Congressman 
Jimmy Panetta 
Statement on Supreme 
Court Refusal to 
Expedite Trump DACA 
Challenge  

Congressman Jimmy Panetta (CA-20) 
released the following statement after the U.S. 
Supreme Court declined to expedite the Trump 
Administration’s challenge to a lower court 
ruling blocking implementation of the Trump 
decision to end DACA:

“Today’s Supreme Court ruling is positive 
news for Dreamers, but it is not the permanent 
protection that we need. The Court’s rejection 
requires the Trump Administration to accept 
renewal applications, but excludes new ones, 
leaving many young people eligible for DACA 
without recourse. Nevertheless, the Majority 
should allow proper debate and votes on any 
bipartisan proposals that allow these young men 
and women to continue to contribute to our com-
munity and country.”  
 

there is still much to do to reform our nation’s gun laws, 
this legislation will reduce the frequency and lethality 
of mass shootings like we saw in Parkland, Florida and 
Newtown, Connecticut.”

“Assault weapons were made for one purpose. 
They are designed to kill as many people as possible 
in a short amount of time. They do not belong in our 
communities,”  said Congressman David N. Cicilline,  
the House sponsor of the Assault Weapons Ban. “I am 
proud to introduce the Assault Weapons Ban with the 
support of leaders in law enforcement. It’s on all of us 
to end this carnage.”

Congressman Panetta has also cosponsored HR 
1478 the Gun Violence Research Act, HR 1832 for the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to conduct 
or support research on firearms safety or gun violence 
prevention, HR 2598 the Gun Violence Restraining 
Order Act of 2017, HR 2670 the Protecting Domestic 
Violence and Stalking Victims Act, HR 3947 the Au-
tomatic Gunfire Prevention Act, HR 4240 the Public 
Safety and Second Amendment Rights Protection 
Act of 2017, and H.RES 367 establishing the Select 
Committee on Gun Violence Prevention.

Congressman Panetta Cosponsors 
Assault Weapons Ban Legislation
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for residents of the coastal zone. There’s a tug-of-war 
between the desire for more local discretion and the more 
restrictive approach of the Coastal Commission. We are 
working to fully understand what is required by law 
and what is Coastal Commission preference. One thing 
is clear – the history and current state of Pacific Grove 
zoning creates special challenges. Completion of this 
update is important. Without it, all coastal projects remain 
subject to the sole discretion of the Coastal Commission. 
That causes expense and delay, and further, applicants 
do not have the flexibility that they desire. 

Work has started to create a brew pub at the old 17th 
Street Grill site – no more Blue Pigs, but now we will 
have a place for residents to gather with friends in the 
evening. WildFish Restaurant will replace Favalaro’s. 
Cork ‘n Bottle is adding educational wine tastings. At 
the former Latitudes site, we may have a new restaurant 
and perhaps a few shops, someday. Both the Goodies site 
and 301 Grand Avenue are in process for renovations. 

We also will be starting projects at Lovers Point to 
improve the connection with downtown, a project for 
renovation of Fountain Avenue, and a project to improve 
both safety and aesthetics of Pine Avenue. About $400K 
of Measure X funds will aid these projects. 

Meanwhile, an enthusiastic Library team from the 
Friends, Foundation, and staff are looking to undertake 
a major project to correct deficiencies, to honor the Car-
negie heritage, and to create a more suitable library for 
the future. The city has committed extra financial help. 
Everyday an average of about 500 people walk through 
the doors and check out two items each. 

Volunteers 
As with the Library project, volunteers in organi-

zations throughout the city contribute so much to our 
vitality. I especially thank the “hidden angels” who 
quietly pick up litter around our city and along the coast 
and do so much to keep it clean. Thank you to all. We 
are in process to hire a volunteer coordinator to support 
that army of volunteers. 

My wife Cheryl and I still wake up each morning 
and think how wonderful it is to live in this amazing 
community. It continues to be this special place because 
so many people work so hard to make it this way.

Current Topics 
Now let’s look at two of the main current topics 

before us – Short Term Rentals (STR’s) and financial 
sustainability. They are linked. 

Short Term Rentals 
Let’s just dive right into Short Term Rentals. First, 

a little history. The program started in 2011. At that time 
the estimate was there were about 50 properties acting in 
effect as STR’s, skirting our regulations, and paying no 
Transient Occupany Tax (TOT). The sense at the time was 
that it would be very difficult to strictly enforce our or-
dinance, that we were were missing out on much needed 
TOT revenue, and STR‘s actually provided a reasonable 
service for visitors. The expected revenue was $200,000 
per year, and the program quickly exceeded that. 

The ordinance has been modified a few times, each 
with much discussion, for and against. A driving factor 
is the explosion of Airbnb and other websites for listing 
properties. 

STR‘s continue as one of the most emotional issues 
for our city. During the past year, the Council has worked 
very hard to clean up some ragged aspects of our prior 
ordinance. We heard many hours of public comment on 
all sides. The changes in our new ordinance are substan-
tial and affect new licenses. The key provisions of that 
ordinance are: 
• A cap of 250 STRs city wide 
• Only one type of license (no A and B types) 
• Only a single STR per parcel 
• No STR within a Zone of Exclusion of 55 feet of an-

other STR. 

We have also just passed a supplemental ordinance 
that will address residual issues of excessive density. 
It will be a onetime action. As originally envisioned, 
STR‘s would spread around our city so that no single 
neighborhood and its residents would feel a significant 
impact from multiple STRs. Today we have 289 licenses. 
Out of 475 defined blocks in our City, there are STR’s 
on 175 blocks. Of those 175 blocks, 52 are overly dense 
based on the prior intent of a 15 percent maximum. The 
supplemental ordinance will address those overdense 
blocks by lottery, and establish a sunset date for selected 
STR licenses to expire on April 30, 2019. The lottery will 
be conducted in a way that is as consistent as possible 
with the current ordinance that controls new licenses. 

Today, I feel we have taken the steps needed to 
correct defects in the prior ordinance, and have a basis 
for much more effective administration of the program 
going forward. The cap of 250 STR’s is a modest footprint 
out of the 8000+ dwelling units in our city. I also note 
that the revenue from this program exceeds $1M. These 

funds are important for our financial health today, and 
essential for our financial stability in the future. More 
on this topic next. 

Financial Sustainability 
The big issue lurking behind the STR topic is 

the question of financial sustainability. That topic has 
several parts. 

Our city has achieved an operating surplus in each 
of the past 10 years and reached a general fund balance 
of $11 million dollars. Times are good. The economy 
has been strong and growing. It’s easy to feel com-
fortable. I need to say that this is no time for comfort. 

As a City, we can only work with the financial 
resources that you as voters allow. I’ll describe some 
of the major factors that we face looking to the future. 
I hope you will agree that the vitality of our city is 
important, and you will support what is necessary to 
maintain it. 

The CalPERS Factor 
Pension Costs are coming to the fore in cities 

throughout California. PG has been ahead of the times 
in recognizing this issue. In the next five years we 
will see our annual pension costs grow from $4.4M to 
$7.0M per year, an increase of $2.6M. Pension costs 
will consume 20 percent of our general fund budget, 
and even more when we consider the pension costs for 
fire service embedded in the contract with Monterey. 
That’s with the optimistic assumptions. 

The League of California Cities has recognized 
pension costs as a top priority for the current year. 
Only a few years ago, most cities avoided the topic 
and were content to let CalPERS kick the can down 
the road. Today cities are very concerned and now 
actively lobbying CalPERS – to kick the can down the 
road. PG is most emphatically not part of that group. 

Cities have little power to address this topic. We 
are taking, jointly with our employees, one of the 
modest recommended steps. Under the current labor 
contracts employees contribute an extra percentage of 
their wages to pension costs. 

Still, the primary action needs to happen at the 
state level. PG is joining with an amicus brief, just 
filed, on a Cal Fire case before the California Supreme 
Court. The hope is that the Court will overturn the 
California Rule. The California Rule prohibits a city 
from reducing pension benefit accrual rates once they 
have been provided to an employee. If overturned, that 
action would create an opportunity for reform in future 
labor agreements. Still, the very large unfunded liabili-
ty, rooted in past employment, doesn’t go away easily. 

We know that when we make lists of where we 
want to spend money in the City, pension costs don’t 
make the list. Yet when it comes time to pay the bills, 
that expense is at the top of the pile; it cannot be avoid-
ed. All of us are frustrated with our pension costs. We 
still need to include that reality in our plans, or else 
other areas will suffer. 

Maintaining our City 
For the longer term, five years and beyond, we 

need to consider our expense outlook including known 
ramp ups, such as pension costs, and the persistent 
shortfalls in maintenance of roads, buildings, coastline, 
and IT systems. While we find numerous bright spots 
in our town, they mask a broader burden of overdue 
maintenance. We estimate a shortfall of $1.5M per 
year to properly maintain our city. Together with the 
pension cost rise, we need $4M per year more than 
we have today. 

We also need to remember that the long rise in the 
economy is likely to turn down eventually. The inev-
itable downturn reduces tourism, suppresses property 
tax and sales tax revenue, and increases unfunded 
pension liabilities. Together, these effects can quickly 
extinguish budget surpluses and shift us into deficit. 

Revenue Needs 
It is critical in our city to use our productive assets. 

That’s why it’s so good to see the Holman Building 
renovation after 30 years of decline. That’s why we 
hope to see perhaps a hotel on the remaining portion 
of the Holman site and eventually a project at the 
American Tin Cannery. 

We are also considering an increase in the Tran-
sient Occupancy Tax (TOT) for our city, from 10 per-
cent to 12 percent. We are a very desirable destination 
for visitors, and it is reasonable to ask them to help pay 
for the upkeep of the attractions of our city. We have 
one of the lowest TOT’s among coastal cities. Our 
neighbors in both Monterey and Carmel are also con-
sidering an increase in their TOT, by the same amount. 
Marina already collects 12 percent and is considering 
14 percent. We have data from the Monterey County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau that assures us that 
an increase will not harm the competitiveness of our 
motels and inns. The TOT increase would add $1M to 

our City revenue. 
We’ve also launched a comprehensive fee study 

which will come to the council in April. The goal is to 
be sure we understand our costs when setting fees, and 
to understand market value when renting our treasured 
venues to organizations for special events. 

The Need to Retain Short Term Rentals 
It is also critical that we retain our short-term rental 

program. The council has acted to correct the aspects that 
allowed excessive concentration. Today, we are shifting 
toward a more modest program, with reduced impacts 
in neighborhoods. The revenue is vital. 

Why can Monterey and Carmel turn their backs 
so vigorously on STR’s. It’s very simple. Carmel has 4 
times the general fund revenue per capita as PG; Mon-
terey has twice the revenue per capita as PG. Part of 
that is the much larger number of hotel rooms in each 
of those cities. Per capita, Carmel has 6 times the hotel 
rooms as PG; Monterey has 2.5 times the number of 
rooms. Monterey also gains large revenue from parking 
fees. PG is clearly limited in our revenue sources, yet 
the burden of maintaining our city is similar. 

For the coming year, even with the new STR ordi-
nance constraints, we expect to receive about $1M in 
revenue. You may hear a claim that traditional hotels 
in PG can recover the loss from an STR ban. That is 
simply not possible. 

That’s why we need to retain our STR program 
throughout our city. 

Other Factors 
We have two possibilities for new hotels in PG. One 

is in process for the Holman site. The other possibility, 
dormant now, is at the American Tin Cannery. Either 
project could add hotel rooms and TOT revenues for 
the city. Each may face hurdles in the approval process. 
They can be important for our long-term future, yet 
they are unlikely to begin operations in the near term. 
Any revenue cannot yet be considered as a secure part 
of our financial plan.  
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Ensuring our Future 
Earlier in this talk, I mentioned and showed 

our Historic Context Statement. It is the cor-
nerstone for preservation. Yet it is much more. 
It is also a story of evolution. It chronicles the 
development of our city, rising on the land of 
native tribes, and going through waves of expan-
sion and change. It is very much a reminder that 
cities are dynamic organisms, not static fixtures. 

We have seen the shift from summer en-
campments to year-round occupancy; from 
tents to basic wooden houses. We have seen 
newer homes emerge with double walls and 
insulation…and closets! Meanwhile the basic 
early homes have been retrofitted to suit the 
living standards of today and added ornamen-
tation to express varied architectural styles and 
personalities. 

Beyond the built infrastructure, we have 
seen changes such as the legal sales of alcohol 
in this dry town… that may never have been 
truly dry. Big box retail emerged and affected 
the retail in our city and what could survive here. 

We now live in the age of Prop. 13 and Prop 
218 plus a host of other laws that restrict how 
our city is run and how we finance services to 
our citizens. 

The internet age took things a step further. 
I’ll bet just about all of us in this room tonight 
have shopped on Amazon with deliveries at our 
door. And when people want to go to a door 
in another town, there are Expedia, Uber, and 
Airbnb for travel planning. These are disruptive 
changes. 

It has never been a question of stopping the 
dynamic evolution of our city. Yet certainly we 
can shape it to retain as much of the past that 
serves us well, while adapting to the realities 
of our future. 

To me, the guideposts to that future are 
– maintain the physical character of the city, 
maintain the services and upkeep that preserve 
the quality of life we are privileged to enjoy here, 
and ensure our financial viability, for without it, 
we fail on the first two guideposts. 

I feel we are very fortunate in Pacific Grove 
to have a City Council that works hard to under-
stand complex issues and to find ways to shape 
them for our future. We also have a public will-
ing to research topics deeply and bring important 
insights and perspectives to our deliberations. 
Together with sound work by city staff, I feel 
optimistic that we can create the future we want, 
and deserve, for Pacific Grove and our citizens. 
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Friends of the Monterey Public 
Library Chocolate & Wine Benefit

Sally Baho

Post Cards from the Kitchen
Monterey

Want to learn more about how you as an individual can save energy and reduce 
the carbon footprint of your community?

The second program of Sustainable PG’s Climate Change series builds on the 
energy created from the showing of Al Gore’s film “An Inconvenient Sequel.” We will 
explore ideas for actions we all can take, individually or collectively to act decisively 
– while we still can.

The program will include:
• A representative of the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments (AM-

BAG) will present their ideas.
• The leadership of Sustainable PG will provide results of a survey of local indi-

vidual action.
• Options for engagement to build a brighter future and to inspire others to do 

likewise will be presented and discussed.

How to Be a Climate Hero  
Date: Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Time: 7:00 pm--8:30 pm
Location: Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History, corner Forest and Central Ave.

Open to the public. There is no cost to attend.

Last week I told you all about mole sauce and my adventures in Sayulita, Mexico.  
Well this week I’m going to tell you about the Monterey Public Library’s 13th Annual 
Chocolate and Wine Benefit that was this past Friday evening.  I promise there is a 
connection!  Mole sauce is admired and awed because it has “chocolate” in it; many 
people feel mischievous because they feel like they are eating chocolate for dinner but 
cacao—the bitter part of chocolate—is actually what is used in mole, if at all.  Now, the 
Friends of the Monterey Public Library have been hosting this benefit for 13 years, the 
Chocolate & Wine event.  It’s always in February and they always serve mole on rice!  

I attended with some friends, it was one friend’s “birthday eve” and naturally wine, 
chocolate, and supporting a public library are a perfect way to celebrate.  Local wineries 
were set pouring in two parts of the library and there was even a beer garden with local 
breweries—Alvarado St., Peter B’s, & Mad Otter Ales—pouring beer among the fiction 
books.  Scattered throughout the library were booths of local restaurants serving food 
and dessert.  Trader Joe’s was sampling all of their chocolates.  Layers had provided 
princess cake (one of my all-time favorite cakes!) and flourless chocolate cake, there was 
even a gluten free section but it sat somewhat isolated by the automatic checkout.  There 
was a silent auction in the teen section, a chocolate fountain with all the accoutrement 
in the foreign language section of the library, Café Fina and Domenico’s On the Wharf 
were serving crab lobster and sliders both pulled pork and salmon.  Every 30 minutes 
or so they drew a raffle for a number that was located on the stem of your wine glass.  

Overall the event is a huge hit.  I always feel naughty drinking wine and eating 
chocolate at the library.  I feel like a schoolgirl and I’m going to be scolded if caught 
but I won’t because the librarians are eating and drinking with me in the library!  The 
one thing I could do without was the “balloon-popping event.”  It seems that people, 
taking feeling naughty to a whole new level, pop balloons in the library.  The sacred, 
food-free, silent space of the library is organized chaos for the night and it’s a ball.  I 
guess if I enjoy eating and drinking in the library, others enjoy popping balloons so 
live and let live.  

Save energy and benefit 
your community

Breakthrough Meetings for Men
Many men want to be better partners and better fathers, but don’t know where to 

start. Please come to a free introductory evening to learn more about the Breakthrough 
for Men Community.  

-- Meetings at the Breakthrough Center, 1069 Broadway, Seaside, will start at 6 
p.m. on Thursdays March 1 and 15, and on Tuesdays April 10, 24 and May 9.

-- Register on the Breakthrough website:  http://www.breakthroughformen.org/   
or call the office at 831-375-5441, Bring any friends who are interested. Meetings also 
are offered in Santa Cruz on March 8, 22 and 29.

-- Many men struggle with relationship issues, self-worth, anger, addictions and 
isolation. Breakthrough works on the causes behind the challenges that affect all men. 
More than 2000 area men have participated since Breakthrough started in Monterey 
County in 1987.

-- At an introductory meeting, you’ll have a chance to meet the group leaders and 
other interested men as well as having all your questions regarding content, schedules 
and finances addressed. Bring all your questions, curiosity, interest, hopes and doubts.  

-- After the introductory meeting, you will have the opportunity to sign up for 
Breakthrough I, as long as spaces are available. You are also encouraged to bring 
friends who are interested.  

-- Come experience what Breakthrough is all about. Let’s talk!

Color Theory at the Lyceum
The Lyceum offers Rainbows and  Leprechauns as a treat to explore color theory 

based on the colors of the rainbow. Watercolor paints and some fun techniques will 
provide the “magic.” And maybe we will find some gold!

Ages: 8 - 13 
Date: March 17, 2018 
Hours: 3:00 - 5:00pm 

Instructor: Julie Heilman 
Size: Limited to 8 students 

Fee: $35.00
We hope to see you there!
Questions? Call us at  831-372-6098  or email  general@lyceum.org.
 

River Bed

The river didn’t know
That it was dead.
It was a former river,
A riverbed.

The sky was always vast,
The forest dense.
The river didn’t know
The facts of death.

It thought that it was heading
Toward the sea.
Just sand and phantom hulks
Was all to see.

Quite vaguely it remembered
Its proud past.
Its having been quite deep,
And wide, and fast.

The river was unable
To grasp the truth.
The dying it had gone through
Was nice and smooth.

A gradual transition
From life to death
And that was absolutely
Beyond its depth.

Rudolph Tenebaum
Poetry

We are an 
adjudicated newspaper

 Please call 
831-324-4742 for your legal publication needs
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Legal Notices

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20180098
The following person is doing business as IN PUR-
SUIT 21st CENTURY ENTREPRENEUR EXPLOR-
ERS, 1705 David Ave. Unit 7, Monterey, Monterey 
County, CA 93940: SONIA CONSUELO LOPEZ, 
51705 David Ave. Unit 7, Monterey,CA 93940. This 
statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County 
on 01/11/18. Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or name(s) list-
ed above on n/a. Signed, Sonia Lopez. This business is 
conducted by corporation. Publication dates: 1/26, 2/2, 
2/9, 2/16/18.

Your letters

Opinion

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20180199

The following person is doing business as COUNTER 
CULTURE, 565 Broadway Ave., Seaside, Monterey 
County, CA 93955; P.O. Box 5687, Carmel, CA 
93921: BELGA LLC, 5th at Mission, Carmel, CA 
93921. This statement was filed with the Clerk of 
Monterey County on 1/24/18. Registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious business name 
or name(s) listed above on n/a. Signed, Max Georis, 
Manager. This business is conducted by a limited 
liability company. Publication dates: 2/16, 2/23, 3/2, 
3/9/18.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20180266

The following person is doing business as TACTI-
CAL FLOW METER, 405 Monterey Ave., Pacific 
Grove, Monterey County, CA 93950. TAKE 5 INC., 
405 Monterey Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950. This 
statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey 
County on 02/02/2018. Registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business name or 
name(s) listed above on 02/01/2018. Signed: David 
M. Korpi, President. This business is conducted by 
a corporation . Publication dates: 2/9, 2/16. 2/23, 
3/2/18.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20180276

The following person is doing business as OAK & 
WILLOW/WHITE OAK FARMS, 1622 Monterey 
St., Soledad, Monterey County, CA 93960. ROBIN 
WORD, 1622 Monterey St., Soledad, CA 93960. 
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey 
County on 2/18/2017. Registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business name 
or name(s) listed above on 10/01/2017 Signed: Robin 
Word. This business is conducted by an individual. 
Publication dates: 2/9, 2/16, 2/23, 3/2/18.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20180305

The following person is doing business as JERRY'S 
ROLLING TOURS, 125 Ocean View Blvd. Sp. 120b, 
Pacific Grove, Monterey County, CA 93950; 1130 
Fremont Blvd., Ste. 105-243, Seaside, CA 93955. 
SEGWAY TOURS MONTEREY, 1130 Fremont 
Blvd., Ste. 105-243, Seaside, CA 93955. This state-
ment was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County 
on 02/08/2018. Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name or name(s) 
listed above on 01/29/2018. Signed: Jerry F. Hall, 
President. This business is conducted by a corporation 
. Publication dates: 2/23, 3/2, 3/9, 3/16/18

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 201800301

The following person is doing business as BRIDGE 
CULINARY PROGRAM, 3001 Salinas Highway, 
Monterey, Monterey County, CA 93940; P.O.Box 113 
Pacific Grove, C 93950. BRIDGE RSTORATION 
MINISTRY, 3001 Salinas Highway, Monterey, CA 
93940. This statement was filed with the Clerk of 
Monterey County on 02/08/2018. Registrant com-
menced to transact business under the fictitious 
business name or name(s) listed above on 01/31/2018. 
Signed: Michael Casey, President. This business is 
conducted by a corporation . Publication dates: 2/23, 
3/2, 3/9, 3/16/18

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20180213

The following person is doing business as ON-
POINT TAX PREPARATION, 353 Del Robles 
Ave., P.O. Box 4109, Monterey, Monterey County, 
CA 93940:  TAZHIBI MEHRAN,  353 Del Robles 
Ave., Side Unit, Monterey, CA 93940. This state-
ment was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County 
on 01/25/18. Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name or 
name(s) listed above on 1/25/18. Signed,Mehran 
Tazhibi. This business is conducted by an inidivid-
ual. Publication dates: 2/2, 2/9, 2/16, 2/23/18.

Theft of Campaign Signs 
Happening Again
Editor:

Smile!  You’re on Camera!
Regardless of where your votes will be cast this coming November, yard signs 

always seem to generate the best of conversation.
They also generate something else. There are plenty of new and exciting develop-

ments in this campaign world this cycle, but some things never change and yard sign 
theft is one of them.   Just as soon as Public Water Now’s campaign and its supporters 
started placing yard signs out and about throughout the community, you can be sure that 
thieves and vandals have already started to target them. The proof is endless, and often 
fairly entertaining. Many homes and businesses have surveillance videos capturing the 
great lengths people have gone to steal and vandalize these Public Water Now yard 
signs.  With a new twist, unbeknownst to the opposing supporter, this campaign theft 
and vandalism has motivated new supporters to action.   Yes, this comes with charges 
of theft, damage to property, vandalism, and trespassing!  Smile!  You’re on Camera!

Janice Parise
Pacific Grove

Board of Supervisors Supports 
Cigarette Butt Ban
Dear Assemblymember Stone,

On behalf of the Monterey Count Board of Supervisors, I write to offer our strong 
support for AB 2308, which will ban the sale of cigarettes with single use plastic filters, 
commonly referred to as cigarette butts, in California.

Toxic single-use cigarette butts end up in our marine and urban environments where 
they may be ingested by children or wildlife, contaminate fragile ecosystems, and cost 
local governments taxpayer dollars. Coupled with reports from the Surgeon General 
and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services pointing to the ineffectiveness 
of the filters at reducing harm to smokers, banning cigarette butts to prevent further 
litter and harm to California is the right thing to do.

In spite of anti-litter campaigns, strict anti-litter enforcement efforts, cigarette 
butt litter continues to be an expensive problem for taxpayers. In California, first-time 
littering infraction is punishable by a fine up to $1,000 and a mandatory order to clean 
up litter for no less than eight hours. Citation rates for cigarette litter from vehicles are 
annually about five time greater than the number of citations issued for general litter 
from vehicles. Given that anti-litter campaigns and strict penalties have not resulted 
in the abatement of cigarette butt litter, this bill takes the cigarette butts completely 
out of the equation.

The county of Monterey is please to support passage of AB 2308 to keep toxic 
cigarette waste from littering our state and communities.

Luis Alejo
Chair, Board of Supervisors Health and Happiness 

Start 
With Good Nutrition

By Senator Bill Monning

As spring arrives and Californians begin to break out of their winter-habits, 
March provides us an opportunity to improve our daily nutritional decisions 
with its designation as National Nutrition Month.  This annual, month long 
campaign is supported by the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics and provides 
Californians with the opportunity to reassess their dietary choices, as well as 
learn how they can improve their mental and physical health through what 
they eat and drink.  

California, along with the rest of the nation, is experiencing skyrocketing 
rates of obesity and Type 2 diabetes, which are, for the most part, preventable 
diseases.  Studies have shown that a third of all hospitalizations in California 
are patients with diabetes, and that 60 percent of adults and 40 percent of 
children in The Golden State are currently overweight.   

With billions in economic losses each year and millions more spent on 
medical costs and treatment, the growth in Type 2 diabetes and obesity is having 
a dramatic fiscal impact on the state.  However, with expanded access to health 
care and prevention programs and an increase in public awareness through 
broad public health campaigns, California has begun to address this problem.  
Expanded education and greater awareness of how poor nutritional choices 
and a sedentary lifestyle can lead to negative health impacts is a powerful first 
step to fighting this crisis. 

Healthy eating habits that utilize a variety of healthful foods, along with 
regular physical activity, are crucial steps to developing a healthy lifestyle.  
Consulting with a nutritionist, dietitian, or your physician can help in tailoring 
an appropriate nutritional plan for you and your family.  Additionally, employ-
ing new advances in technology can also help with smart nutrition and lifestyle 
choices.  Fitness trackers, meal-planning websites, and nutrition-focused apps 
can all be helpful in kick-starting healthy habits. 

I encourage everyone to take part in celebrating National Nutrition Month 
and to take some time to reflect on the food and drink decisions you make for 
yourself and your family.  The lifestyle changes you make now will have long 
lasting impacts.  For more information about the National Nutrition Month 
campaign and other nutrition resources, visit the Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics’ website at www.eatright.org.   

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20180404

The following person is doing business as AD-
VENTURES BY THE SEA, 685 Cannery Row, 
Monterey, Monterey County, CA 93940; P.O. 
Box 51987, Pacific Grove, CA 93950: MONTE-
REY BAY BY LAND & SEA, INC., 1691 Sunset 
Drive, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. This statement 
was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County 
on 02/23/18. Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name or 
name(s) listed above on 0/23/18. Signed, Frank 
Knight, President. This business is conducted by 
a corporation. Publication dates: 3/2, 3/9, 3/16, 
3/2318.

Dear Readers:
We received a letter in opposition to STRs, but as it was unsigned, we will not 

print it. If you do not wish your name published and have a compelling reason, 
we will not publish it. But we need to know who wrote the letter.

This particular letter had a CD with it, which included the letter.
If you sent the letter, please let us know who you are and perhaps we will 

publish your letter in our next issue.
- Ed.
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Animal Tales 
Other Random Thoughts

Jane Roland

Neverland: Where Volunteers Come From
In May of last year my world came tumbling down as did that of many volunteers 

who had been giving their time, talent and treasure to a benefit shop in town and its 
fantastic cause.  It was determined by new overall management that changes needed to 
be made and the shop was suddenly closed for over two months.  At that time Stephen 
Moorer, Executive Director of Pacific Repertory Theatre and his board, decided that it 
was time to investigate the possibility of a shop for their organization.  My great friend, 
Sue Dewar, had died earlier in the year and Rod concluded that he needed to move out 
of the large, heavily stocked house and asked me to implement the transition. So, it 
became a marriage of sorts, the volunteers and I jumped in and started going through 
the contents of the home. The beneficiary was to be the theater.  It was a formidable 
task. The Dewars had lived there since 1973 and Sue, God bless her, threw or gave 
nothing away, no brochures, no catalogues, no playbills, never books, clothing, china, 
collectibles, nothing, even the boxes which housed new goods.  We started in July, in 
November we had an estate sale.  In the meantime, we looked for a spot for a shop.   
When we found the perfect location (s) in Pacific Grove, we were denied as there were 
too many downtown.  We looked in Monterey and discovered a couple of spots that 
would work. Alas, the owners didn’t want a second-hand establishment.  

We continued working at the house, sorting, cleaning, pricing, boxing. Most of 
the volunteers from the old shop, several from PacRep, other friends and I.  In January 
we held another estate sale.  We did very well, but Rod wants to sell his house and we 
needed a permanent home. Stephen (Moorer)found a location and, after deliberation 
we took it. There were weeks of set-up.  Three of the volunteers, Lillian Griffiths, 
Lorna Randolph and Karyl Hall found shelving, some from Tail Waggers that had 
closed, some from other sources, Gary Walter gave us a shelf and has more should we 
need them, Justin Devine Glass quickly cut shelves.  It is an amazing transformation. 

While some of us worked at the house, others set up at the shop.  Some became 
quite ill and I think it is because they worked so extremely hard.  Now it is finished, 
and very beautiful.  We opened on Saturday, continued Sunday and now will have 
regular hours Monday through Sunday every week.

There will be a delightful break on Wednesday, March 14 from 5:00 – 6:30 when 
the PG Chamber is hosting a ribbon cutting ceremony.  Yes, Pacific Grove.  Because 
we are high enough on the hill Pacific Grove Plaza, where Bechler’s is located we can 
roost.  It is across the street from the Safeway parking lot, down the sidewalk from 
Alberto’s.  Please come by to see us.   You will see many familiar faces, and puppy tails.

We opened on Saturday morning. I cannot tell you what a rewarding experience 
it was and continued through the weekend.  The customers from the old store were 
in by the droves and thrilled to see us all again.  Pacific Repertory Theatre was more 
than well represented, donors, board members, supporters, staff – all cheering us on 
and thanking us. 

Marge Jameson, our editor and husband, Neil, of Jameson Classic Motorcycle 
Museum, stopped by.  A gratifying revelation. Another thing to note for those of you 
who miss the animal connection, fear not. The staff and board members adore animals, 
and many come to the store.  Annie and Bootsie are there and a new four-legged vol-
unteer, Charlie.  I have seen more dogs brought in by associates of PacRep than I have 
ever in the past.  Please call if there is something you need or  if you can spare a few 
hours to volunteer.  We do need a few helpers to fill gaps, even a shift a month will 
help.  You have one more weekend to see “Fun Home” at the Golden Bough Theatre 
in Carmel.  It has received wonderful comments from audience and reviewers.

For many years I have talked about 
the book my daughter, Jennie, and I 
have done.  I wrote the story, she did 
the fantastic illustrations.   Thanks to 
Patricia Cunningham at Park Place Pub-
lications, it has been published, will soon 
be available at Amazon and, we hope, 
book stores…It is a beautiful piece of 
work and will make an outstanding gift 
for anyone.  A children’s tale, to be sure, 
but great fun to read and, as I said, the 
illustrations are gorgeous.  Let me know 
if you are interested or if you would 
enjoy helping us to market.  Talk to you all soon. 
Jane Roland manages the PacRep Neverland Shop at 1219 Suite D,
Forest Avenue. She may be reached at 831-649-0657, 831-641-7987
or gcr770@aol.com
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Scott Dick 
Monterey County Assoc. of Realtors

Market  Matters

Local  Real Estate Update

Patrick Ryan

Monterey Market Snapshot 2017 Poetry Collective 
to Celebrate 
Langston Hughes

We will meet from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m at 
the Little House at Jewell Park on Satur-
day, March 3, to read and discuss the life 
and politically charged work of Langston 
Hughes (1902-1967).   Please join us in 
this informal reading and discussion circle 
to explore the stirring words, perspective 
and music in the poetry of Langston 
Hughes.   Please see the attached flyer for 
more information.

Langston Hughes dedicated himself 
to sharing African American history and 
the experience of the common negroes. 
Poems woven with the rhythms of jazz, 
spirituals and blues and peppered with 
colloquial language were often criticized 
by both black and white readers. In Hughes 
words, “art is to be an intensification or 
enlargement of life, or to give adequate 
comment on what living is like in the po-
et’s own time.”   Hughes’ skill at shining a 
spotlight on the struggle of his people can 
often take the reader out of their comfort 
zone.

Excerpt from Hughes poem, The 
Negro Mother:

Children, I come back today   
To tell you a story of the long dark way   
That I had to climb, that I had to know   
In order that the race might live and 
grow.   
Look at my face - dark as the night -   
Yet shining like the sun with love’s true 
light.   
I am the dark girl who crossed the red 
sea   
Carrying in my body the seed of the free.   
I am the woman who worked in the field   
Bringing the cotton and the corn to yield.   
I am the one who labored as a slave,   
Beaten and mistreated for the work that 
I gave -   
Children sold away from me, my hus-
band sold, too.   
No safety, no love, no respect was I due. 
 
Three hundred years in the deepest 
South:   
But God  put a song and a prayer in my 
mouth.   
God put a dream like steel in my soul.   
Now, through my children, I’m reaching 
the goal.  

This event s cosponsored by the Pacif-
ic Grove Poetry Collective and the Pacific 
Grove Public Library. This event is offered 
at no cost, donations for the PG Public Li-
brary gratefully accepted.  www.facebook.
com/PacificGrovePoetryCollective

Sold List Price Sold Price DOM Price per sq ft
2016 195 $937,539 $904,102 53 $475
2017 219 $1.06 Million $1.03 Million 63 $510
% Change 12.3% 13.3% 13.6% 19% 7.4%

“Do you know the way to Monte-
rey?”   If you know those lyrics, you 
are aging yourself and that is a good 
thing.  Monterey is the town of many 
micro-neighborhoods that each have their 
own unique character and feel.  As we 
work our way around the peninsula town 
by town, today it is Monterey’s turn in the 
spotlight.  Let’s see what 2017 brought us.

For quick reference to the table 
above, sold means the total amount of 
single family homes that sold in 2016 and 
2017.  List price is what the home was 
listed for and sold price is what the home 

ultimately sold for.  DOM stands for days 
on market, or how long it took the home 
to sell.  Price per square foot is determined 
by dividing the final sales price by the 
square footage of the home, which can be 
useful when evaluating the asking price 

or determining the sales price of a home.
Except for the price per square foot, 

Monterey saw double digit increases 
across the board.  While Monterey might 
not compare to Pebble Beach for the 
high-ticket sales, it more than makes up 
for it with the amount of homes sold.  
Pebble Beach maxed out at 121 homes 
sold in 2017, while Monterey saw almost 
100 more homes sold with 219 sold in 
2017.  Of those 219 homes sold in 2017, 
67 of them sold for over $1 million dollars.  
Another 50 homes sold for over $800,000 

in the 2017 Monterey market.homes being 
sold in those areas in 2017 compared to 
2016.  Both the average list and sold price 
were above $1 million dollars.  Again, 
that can be influenced by the increased 
number of homes selling in the Pasadera 

and Monterra areas as they have higher 
priced homes.

So far, Monterey seems to have had 
the biggest increase across the board when 
comparing to Carmel, Pacific Grove, and 
Pebble Beach.  Monterey does encompass 
a much wider footprint and has a much 
wider distribution of price points, espe-
cially at the lower level.  The cheapest sale 
in 2016 was $265,000 in the Del Monte 
Grove area.  In 2017 the cheapest sale was 
for $375,000 in the same area.  As always, 
I hope you find this information useful.  
Until next week and please feel free to 
contact me with any listing advice or to 
request a complimentary Comparative 
Market Analysis.  Cheers

Patrick.ryan@sothebyshomes.com 
Broker Associate 831-238-8116 www.
pebblebeachabodes.com

Like Carmel, the biggest change 

was the average days on market with a 
19% increase comparing 2017 and 2016.  
The 19% is a little deceiving however, 
as it was caused by the higher number of 
homes sold, especially in the Pasadera and 
Monterra area of Monterey, with 13 more

Homes today are selling in about 
40 days on average, almost two weeks 
faster than a year ago. But it is taking a 
lot longer for shoppers to find a home to 
buy. Two-thirds of buyers are shopping 
for more than three months before sign-
ing a deal, according to a new survey 
from the National Association of Home 
Builders. 

Why so long? They can't find a 
home they can afford. Forty-two percent 
of buyers surveyed said prices were out 
of reach for the homes they wanted. 

Home prices have been rising at a 
fast clip in the past year – faster than 
income growth and inflation. The pri-
mary reason is a lack of homes for sale, 
especially lower priced homes. 

Home prices rose in 92 percent of 
the nation's measured housing markets 
at the end of last year, according to 
the National Association of Realtors. 
Twenty-six markets (15 percent) saw 
double-digit increases in prices. That 
was more than in the third quarter.

About a third of those surveyed said 

Shopping for A Home? 
It Will Take a Lot Longer Than You Think

they couldn't find a home with features 
they wanted or in a neighborhood they 
wanted. Back to prices though, 27 
percent said they kept getting outbid on 
their offers. Bidding wars are now the 
rule, not the exception, in most major 
U.S. markets.

"It's the inventory problem that 
we're having out there that is causing 
these long delays in pulling the trigger," 
said Rose Quint, assistant vice president 
for survey research at the NAHB. "It's 
lack of affordability, although the other 
problems are serious as well."

The lack of supply should benefit 
the homebuilders, and it may be already. 
Mortgage applications to purchase a 
newly built home jumped 18 percent 
in January compared with a year ago, 
according to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association.
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World Affairs 
Council 

“North Korea’s 
Weapons of Mass 

Destruction”              
By  Melissa Hanham
James Martin Center for Nonprolif-

eration Studies Middlebury Institute of 
International Studies at Monterey (MIIS)

North Korea’s nuclear and missile 
tests are grabbing headlines and sending 
shockwaves throughout the world. The 
Olympics yielded an opportunity for 
détente, but tensions remain high. Our 
guest, Melissa Hanham, will discuss how 
analysts right here in Monterey gather 
information about North Korea’s weapons 
of mass destruction (WMD) programs and 
make assessments of their true capabili-
ties.    Prepare to see satellite imagery and 
ground photos of North Korea in a whole 
new light.    

Tuesday, March 27, 2018, 11:30 AM 
- Rancho Canada, Carmel Valley Road.    

Auditors (lecture only) free at 12:50 
p.m.    Luncheon  $29 Members and   

$35 Non-members. MC/VISA ($2 
extra) or Check; Vegetarian meal optional.   

RSVP (831) 643-1855 or or  wacmb@
redshift.com  or Fax (831) 643-1846,   

at least seven days prior.    WWW.
WACMB.ORG

World Affairs 
Council “Great 
Decisions Series”

The World Affairs Council of the 
Monterey Bay Area continues the Great 
Decisions series. Great   Decisions--pro-
duced by the Foreign Policy Association 
of America--is America’s largest discus-
sion program on world affairs. The pro-
gram provides background information 
and policy options for   eight of the most 
critical issues facing America each year 
and serves as the focal text for  discussion 
groups across the country.

  Topics & Dates for MPC:

· Feb. 26: Media and Foreign Policy
· March 5: Turkey: A Partner in Crisis
· March 12: U.S. Global Engagement and 

the Military
· March 19: South Africa’s Fragile De-

mocracy
· March 26: Global Health: Progress and 

Challenges
Free to the public, 4 PM - 5:30 PM,  

MPC Room 101
Social Science  Building, 980 Fre-

mont Street, Monterey, CA 93940. 
Parking $3 in Lot D, permits for 

attendees.  www.wacmb.org  
 

Bill Cohen

Reasoning 
With God

What does God say about 
addictions?

Jam 1:13-14, “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.”

The devil is always looking for our weaknesses, our lusts, to tempt us into an 
addiction, 1 Pet 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” Once we are lured into 
action by a temptation, we surrender our will to the power of the addiction, Rom 6:16, 
“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are 
to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?”  
Paul describes the problem of addiction, Rom 7:19-20, “For the good that I would I 
do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not, it is no 
more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.”  The seeds of sin dwell within every 
one of us in the form of our weaknesses, but when we seek God He will deliver us, 
Ps 50:15, “And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify me.”  When people witness the addicted freed by their faith in Jesus, they are 
drawn to reason with God themselves.

The solution is to call on the Word of God when we are tempted, as Jesus demon-
strated for us in the desert, Matt 4:3-4, “And when the tempter came to him, he said, If 
thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. But he answered and 
said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God.”  When we call on the Word of God the devil will retreat, 
Matt 4:10-11, “Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth 
him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.”  This is why most successful 
addiction treatment programs have the belief in a higher power as one of the first few 
steps, Jam 4:7, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you.”  We cannot defeat the devil on our own, we need God to provide a way of 
escape, 1 Cor 10:13, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to 
man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”

We need to decide whom we are going follow, God and the hope He brings us 
of an eternity with Him, or the devil and the desires he places before our eyes, 1 Jn 
2:16, For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”  When we look to heaven and 
seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness, we are able to resist all of the devil’s 
temptations, for we then understand our God provides all we need, Matt 6:33, “But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you.”  He wants us to have an abundant life and to avoid the suffering that 
follows for those who submit to the devil’s temptations, Jn 10:9-10, “I am the door: 
by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 
The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  The thief is the devil 
and if we exam the suffering of those who have chosen to follow the temptations of 
the devil unto addictions, we will learn the truth of the last verse, we will see the lives 
the thief has stolen.  The devil is always trying to change God’s truth and those who 
believe the lie will suffer the consequences, Rom 1:25, “Who changed the truth of 
God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed for ever. Amen.”

The evidence, which allows us to understand the works of the flesh, are before us 
daily, Gal 5:19-21, “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula-
tions, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and 
such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they 
which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”  God is warning us about 
the devil’s temptations, and the resulting behavior, which lead us away from God.  He 
warns us because He loves us and wants us to avoid being burned, Prov 6:27, “Can a 
man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?”  When we play with fire, 
there is a good chance we will get burned.

It is Jesus’ blood that saves us from sin and temptation, Rev 1:5, “And from Jesus 
Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of 
the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood,” and He freely offers it to all of us.

Comments, opposing opinions and suggestions for future topics are all welcome 
at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.

Tyller Williamson announces bid 
for Monterey City Council

Tyller Williamson formally announced his intention to seek election to the 
City Council of Monterey, CA at Monterey City Hall on Feb. 17.

Tyller is a career public servant currently in his eighth year of service at the 
Naval Postgraduate School where he serves as the Executive Assistant to the 
Chief Information Officer (CIO) and Director of the Information Technology 
and Communication Services (ITACS). Tyller also serves on the Architecture 
Review Committee for the City of Monterey and the Housing Advisory Com-
mittee for Monterey County. An experienced community organizer, Tyller 
oversaw the San Francisco headquarters for President Barack Obama’s 2012 
re-election campaign, and was a key organizer of Peninsula Pride - the first 
pride event on the Monterey Peninsula in over 10 years. 

“I’m so excited to start this campaign to advocate for the people of 
Monterey,” said Tyller, “There are so many big challenges to tackle locally 
from advocating for a publicly-owned water utility, to increasing access to 
affordable housing, and the need to continue a steady revenue stream for the 
city’s infrastructure improvements. I am committed to maintaining 100 per-
cent transparency in my campaign so that voters know exactly where I stand 
on these important issues - and I pledge to fight for the same transparency in 
local government if the voters see fit to elect me. My campaign will be a total 
volunteer and community effort, and I will not be taking any money from 
for-profit companies or special interests.” 

SUBSCRIBE AND GET YOUR 
ISSUE ONLINE

Go to our website at
www.cedarstreettimes.com

Click on the subscribe button  and 
fill in your preferred email address

You’ll receive your electronic copy 
on Thursday evenings thereafter



March 2, 2018 • CEDAR STREET Times •  Page 17

Gary Baley

Sanctuary of the Soul

The Jehovah’s Witnesses Church of 
Pacific Grove was the only church thus 
far that refused to be interviewed for this 
column. As I entered the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses chapel at the corner of Grove Acre 
and Sunset Avenues, I was struck by how 
different this house of worship was from 
all the others that I had visited. Unlike 
most church buildings, here the ceiling 
was low, and windows were three narrow 
vertical slits set in two opposite featureless 
pallid walls. On the left, the windows were 
shuttered; on the right open, but natural 
light was scant as the structure is surround-
ed by a grove of oak trees. It was bright 
though. The sanctuary is illuminated by 
22 fluorescent light panels recessed into 
a hanging-ceiling, like an office complex 
might have. The nave—in fact the entire 
sanctuary—was devoid of any religious 
art, artifacts, or imagery. The lobby was 
equally barren. It was a straight line from 
the lobby entrance to the pulpit where 
Pastor Jim Fetter, formally dressed in a suit 
and tie, was closing the day’s services. He 
then came to speak to me. I explained my 
assignment and showed him a copy of the  
Cedar Street Times and my column. He 
said he couldn’t be interviewed unless the 
New York headquarters approved.  

A phone call to New York and several 
transfers yielded naught. They asked me 
to state my request in writing. I did. Three 
weeks later, Fetter said in an email “at this 
time we respectfully decline.” I suspect 
that “this time” means forever. So I relied 
on the Internet for information.

History/Theology:  The Jehovah’s 
Witness Church was founded in the late 
19th  century by Charles Taze Russell. It 
is a nontrinitarian Christian denomina-
tion which is known for its door-to-door 
evangelism and its publication  The Watch-
tower. They believe that their church is a 
restoration of the first-century apostolic 
Christianity. They don’t celebrate Christ-
mas, birthdays, Easter or other holidays 
which they consider of pagan origins. A 
group of Jehovah’s Witness elders in War-
wick, New York establishes all doctrines 
of the church. Among these are rejections 
of: the Trinity, inherent immortality of the 
soul, and the concept of hell. They have 
their own bible called the New World 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures. They 
refuse military service and don’t salute 
the flag or recite the pledge of allegiance. 

They refuse blood transfusions, a practice 
which has caused legal dilemmas for some 
hospitals and surgeons especially as it 
relates to children needing emergent care. 
Jehovah’s Witnesses call their churches 
Kingdom Halls and they don’t tithe or pass 
a collection plate during services. Women 
are not allowed to be elders in Warwick or 
in local congregations.

Demographics:  There are about 
seven million Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
the United States and twenty million 
worldwide. A 2014 Pew Research USA 
survey shows that Independents dominate 
Jehovah’s Witnesses’s politics at 75 per-
cent and “don’t know’s” dominate their 
ideology at 50 percent. The White, Black, 
Hispanic mix is nearly equal at roughly 
one-third each. Women outnumber men 
at 65 percent to 35 percent. Pew states 
that 65 percent of JWs are converts from 
another faith, but Jehovah’s Witnesses also 
have a low retention rate with a dropout 
of 66 percent. About three-quarters do not 
believe in: abortion, same-sex marriage, 

homosexuality, and evolution. However, 
they typically don’t advocate these beliefs 
in the political sphere

Outreach:  Jehovah’s Witnesses 
tend to outreach to other Witnesses. I 
find no evidence that any Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses Kingdom Hall has any meaningful 
outreach program for the unaffiliated 
homeless or needy except for preaching to 
them. I find no evidence of shelters, soup 
kitchens, emergency funds and the like. 
In their  May 2017  Watchtower  page 7:  
“Like the neighborly Samaritan in Jesus’ 
illustration, we want to help suffering peo-
ple, including those who are not Witnesses. 
(Luke 10:33-37) The best way to do so is 
by sharing the good news with them. “It 
is important to make clear right away that 
we are Jehovah’s Witnesses and that our 
primary mission is to help them spiritually, 
not materially,” notes an elder who has 
helped many refugees. ‘Otherwise, some 
may associate with us only for personal 
advantage.’”

For more information:  Call  831-375-
2138. There is no local website.

Jehovah’s Witnesses
Spiritual—not Material—help for the Poor

 The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine recently 
appointed a new committee of 12 international experts tasked with investigating 
strategies to increase the resilience of coral reefs. California State University, Mon-
terey Bay (CSUMB)  School of Natural Sciences  associate professor Cheryl Logan 
represents CSUMB on the committee.  

“As a committee, our goal is to use the best available science to review and 
evaluate potential human interventions that could mitigate the threats facing coral 
reefs,” said Logan. “An important component of our work is also to assess potential 
risks and unintended consequences of possible interventions.”

Logan studies the physiological mechanisms marine animals use to survive in a 
changing environment and how this leads to differential success across species. She 
is involved in ongoing work modeling corals’ potential adaptive ability to respond 
to rising temperatures and ocean acidification based on Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) future climate scenarios.

“The sobering reality is that coral reefs as we know them may be gone within 
my children’s lifetime. Serving on this committee is an honor and an opportunity to 
apply my expertise to a critically important environmental issue that our nation and 
world are facing,” said Logan.

The  provisional committee’s first meeting was held Feb. 8-9, 2018 in Washing-
ton D.C. and included an open meeting session to solicit public input. The committee 
is slated to host three more public meetings throughout the course of the study to 
ensure the public may share their opinions, research, observations from fieldwork or 
other testimonies.  

Findings of the study will include recommended courses of action for further 
research and implementation of measures to increase the resilience of coral reefs.

This study is sponsored by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA).  To learn more about this study or provide input please visit the 
National Academies’ web page on  Interventions to Increase the Resilience of Coral 
Reefs.

Examining Solutions  to Enhance Coral Reef Resilience
CSUMB Represented on the New Committee

Cal State Monterey Bay provides more than 8,000 students an extraordinary 
opportunity to learn on a residential campus on the beautiful Monterey Peninsula. 
Our diverse student body receives personal attention in small classes while pursing 
degrees in 23 undergraduate and eight graduate majors. Founded in 1994 on the 
former site of Fort Ord by educators and community leaders, Cal State Monterey 
Bay faculty and staff build on that legacy as we explore innovative ways to meet the 
needs of a new generation of students while simultaneously powering the Monterey 
County economy.

The	Pacific	Grove	 Jehovah’s	Witness	
Kingdom Hall at the corner of Grove Acre 
and Sunset.
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Wanda Sue Parrott

Homeless in Paradise

Humpty Dumpty Housing—Part 2
Like a chorus of silent voices once again singing to be heard

If I’d sashayed in, I’d have said, 
“Well, imagine meeting you here at 8 
a.m. on Monday morning!” and then 
sat near Lois Varner and Judy Peiken 
as they conducted the weekly Burger 
King Ministry for Homeless Women in 
Seaside between 7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 
last Monday. 

It was raining as I tucked my note-
book under my arm and dashed between 
a shopping cart piled high with plastic 
bags and bicycle with sacks attached like 
saddlebags on a two-wheeled horse.

Lois and Judy faced each other 
across a window table. Three homeless 
women were in the aisle.

Lois smiled, almost as if she’d ex-
pected to see me. She waved and patted 
an empty chair as she continued jotting 
records of about 14 women who’d 
already been there, checking off laundry 
vouchers, bus passes and coupons for 
meals.

Judy shuffled papers to make room 
for my cup of coffee. These gracious 
women, both a few years younger than 
me, exemplified the “Children of the 
Greatest Generation” introduced in an 
essay last week. 

Their mission is to help homeless 
women who often are their seniors. Lois 
helped a 92-year old woman find a job!
Parents built their little houses

The Greatest Generation was the 
collective adults of World War Two and 
last week’s column asked: Can Mon-
terey’s cracked low-income housing 
market be fixed? 

It cited this line from “The Children 
of the Greatest Generation” by Anony-
mous: 

“We saw the boys home from the 
war build their little houses.”

My parents bought one of those “lit-

Judy Peiken (front) and Lois 
Varner (rear) help homeless 
women find jobs, shelter and 
food

tle” houses. It was a three-bedroom tract 
home at 2338 Fairgreen Ave., Monrovia, 
built in “Mayflower Village” on land 
that had belonged to Japanese-American 
strawberry growers before they were 
forced into intern (concentration) camps 
during World War Two.

Our house cost $10,500. My parents 
paid it off with a 20-year mortgage for 
around $95 per month.

Today, a similar 3-bedroom home in 
Pacific Grove or Carmel would have a 
so-called Fair Market Value of between 
$850,000 and $1 million. If it were in 
Seaside, it might range from $550,000 
to $750,000 depending on condition and 
location.

We children of parents who 
achieved the “Great American Dream” 
of home ownership are now following 
the Greatest Generation; we’re dying.

A report on “Sixty Minutes” last 
Sunday stated 400 veterans of World 
War Two die daily; no statistics were 

given for how many of their children 
are also dying, or what percentage is  
homeless.

A recent National Public Radio 
statistic cited 11 million homeless as 
the estimated number of houseless or a 
paycheck away from it.

What cracked the fair housing mar-
ket’s golden egg?

Is hope on the horizon?
Children of the Greatest Genera-

tion average Social Security (insurance 
against poverty in old age) of $898 per 
month.

Financial planners suggest 1/3 
of our income be spent for housing. 
This means $300 is the maximum such 
low-income earners should pay, but 
average rent throughout Monterey is 
$1000 to $2,500 per month.

 My generation’s grandparents 
feared dying on the “poor farm.” Even 
such a fate was better than dying on 

today’s wet, cold streets where weather 
is no respecter of human frailty.

Words from the essay said: 
“Only our generation can remem-

ber both a time of great war, and a time 
when our world was secure and full of 
bright promise and plenty. We have lived 
through both.

“We grew up at the best possible 
time, a time when the world was getting 
better, not worse.

“More than 99 percent of us are 
either retired or deceased, and we feel 
privileged to have ‘lived in the best of 
times.’

“We are the Silent Generation, ‘The 
Last Ones.’” 

As I sat with Lois and Judy, I sensed 
a background chorus of silent voices 
once again singing to be heard, and a 
line was added:

“What will it take to solve the 
low-income housing crisis? World War 
Three?”

Just when that rainy Monday 
seemed to grow bleaker than clouds 
made it appear, Lois’s smile came out 
like the sun. She told me the good news 
about one of the senior homeless women 
I’d just met. She was now working in a 
fast food restaurant and she had a room 
in a converted garage, for which she was 
paying $300.

“She’ll become a manager,” Lois 
said, in the spirit of the vanishing Great-
est Generation. “It is possible!” 

(Lois Varner was recently nominat-
ed as “Woman of the Year” by Assem-
blyman Mark Stone and will be honored 
in Sacramento on March 12. Stay tuned 
for her exclusive story in a future edition 
of Cedar Street Times.)

 
Copyright 2018 by Wanda Sue 

Parrott
Contact amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.
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Keepers of our Culture

ENTERTAINMENT

Call 831-238-5282
www.montereybaybelles.blogspot.com

FLOORING/WINDOW COVERING

AREA RUGS • CARPET • CORK 
• HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • VINYL  

UPHOLSTERY • WINDOW COVERINGS

Home Town Service Since 1979

GRAND AVENUE
FLOORING & INTERIORS

WWW.GRANDAVEFLOORING.COM
831-372-0521

CA Lic # 675298

PETS

PUBLISHING

Writer & Book ServiceS

Free consultation • All genres
Patricia Hamilton, Publisher • 831-649-6640

publishingbiz@sbcglobal.net
www.parkplacepublications.com

ELDER CARE SERVICES

Elder Focus, LLC
2100 Garden Rd., #C, Monterey
jkd@ElderFocus.com
Vickie@ElderFocus.com
831-643-2457

CLEANING

TWO GIRLS FROM 
CARMEL

PHONE: 831-626-4426

ESTATE PLANNING

KYLE KRASA
Krasa Law, Inc
831-920-0205

SPIRITUALITY

Have you ever wanted to reason with God?

bill@reasoningwithgod.com

Send Your Questions to

Reasoning With God
Encouraging Christian Unity

Answers may be featured in the column

ORGANIZER

F.Y.I.
At Your Service!

Classified
Be Seen By Thousands

• Call Webster Slate •
831-324-4742

Bringing the People of the World Closer Together
In creating Life in Pacific Grove, Pa-

tricia Hamilton set as her goal to “produce 
a tapestry woven of the many threads that 
make up our community.” Nowhere are 
these threads of diversity more apparent 
than at Pacific Grove Adult Education. 
This week’s column appears on page 
334 of Life in Pacific Grove and comes 
from the pen of Barbara Kraus, one of 
the teachers in the English as a Second 
Language program.

She Has the Most Wonderful Students 
in the World

I’m a really lucky person. I have good 
health and good friends. I suppose I have 
to add that I also have good genes! But all 
of those assets stand in the shadow of the 
main reason that I am lucky and healthy 
at my advanced age. I have the most won-
derful students in the world!

Every day I learn from my English 
as a Second Language (ESL) students 
at Pacific Grove Adult Education. Every 
day they teach me about acceptance and 
good humor and patience and respect 
and love. They even teach me about the 
English language: words I never learned, 
grammar I never studied, and idioms that 
I had forgotten.

Do you know that our students come 
from all over the world and speak many 
languages, some that I had never heard 
of before? And this diverse group of in-
dividuals quickly finds itself joining and 
blending into a whole, helping each other, 
listening to each other, speaking for each 
other, studying with each other, producing 
projects with each other, and looking out 
for each other. All of this is accomplished 
in English! It couldn’t be any other way. 
How else could a Korean, a Thai, a Jap-
anese, a Mexican, an Iranian, and a Turk 
work together? English is the answer.

A Nation of Immigrants
When my students ask me what I am, 

I answer that I am an American. I was 
born in Salinas and have always lived in 

California. I am fourth or fifth generation 
American, but that is not what they want 
to know. They want to know who my 
ancestors were and why they came to this 
country. They want to know if my family 
is the same as theirs, in that we all are im-
migrants. The fact that they understand this 
shows me that they already know what has 
made our country so unusual, so unique in 
the world. Yes, we are all the same.

Many of our students attend our 
school in order to improve their chances 
of getting a better job or to prepare them-

selves for Monterey Peninsula College or 
California State University at Monterey 
Bay. Others want to learn more in order to 
help their children with their schoolwork. 
They are serious about these goals and 
pursue them even while working at jobs 
and taking care of young children. Some 
have cars, others ride the bus and there are 
a few who ride bicycles from as far away 
as Monterey. You have to be determined 
about your goals in life to attend school in 
the morning and then work all afternoon 
and evening at your job. You have to be 

determined to walk for an hour to get to 
school. You have to be determined to drive 
from Toro Park to Pacific Grove every 
morning in the traffic to be a student in 
our school. These are the people who are 
our students.

We also have students who are here in 
Pacific Grove for short visits and want to 
use the little time they have with us to im-
prove their English. They are welcomed in 
our classes and become a part of the group 
quickly. I believe that when they return to 
their countries they become ambassadors 
from the United States. Their experiences 
in our ESL classes help increase the pos-
itive relationships between our countries. 
So, in a small way Pacific Grove Adult Ed-
ucation is bringing the people of the world 
closer together. At least, that’s my belief.

Yes, I’m lucky, I have good friends, 
I’m healthy and I have good genes. But, 
the most important part of my good fortune 
is the fact that I have the most wonderful 
students in the world.

Life in Pacific Grove, Part II, 
is Coming!

Read more stories about 
favorite P.G. places, people and 
events in Life in Pacific Grove, 
available for purchase at the Pa-
cific Grove Public Library and at 
Bookworks. Better yet, join your 
friends and neighbors in contrib-
uting a story to the second edi-
tion of Life in Pacific Grove. For 
details, go to lifeinpacificgrove.
com and click on “2nd Edition” 
for story ideas and instructions 
on how to submit. The second 
edition will include a section on 
local history, featuring excerpts 
from Randall Reinstedt’s 1987 
work, Monterey Peninsula: An 
Enchanted Land. 

Magic takes place on a daily basis inside the red walls of Pacific Grove Adult 
Education as students from throughout the world find common ground while 
learning the English language.



Page 20 • CEDAR STREET Times  • March 2, 2018

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Monterey Peninsula Brokerages
Carmel-by-the-Sea | Carmel Rancho | Carmel Valley | Paci
 c Grove | onlywithus.com
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.
Real estate agents affi  liated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. SIR DRE License Number: 899496

DRE License Numbers for All Featured Agents:  John Hankard: 1733114 |   Vilia Kakis Gilles: 883948 |   Laura Garcia: 1367403 |   Arleen Hardenstein: 01710953 |      Maureen Mason: 00977430
  Patricia Ross: 1468703 |   Bill Bluhm: 01075634  

 Pacifi c Grove 
 Pacifi c Grove Inn & Suites  |  581 Pine Avenue 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0474885 

 Off ered at  $3,500,000 

 John Hankard 
 John.Hankard@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.601.9071 

 Monterey 
 Modern Masterpiece Huge Views  |  28 Sierra Vista Drive 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0475102 

 Off ered at  $2,195,000 

 Vilia Kakis Gilles 
 Vilia.Kakisgilles@Sothebyshomes.com  |  831.760.7091 

 Monterey 
 Alta Mesa “Rising Oaks  |  867 Via Mirada 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0474975 

 Off ered at  $1,699,000 

 Laura Garcia 
 Laura.Garcia@sothebyshomes.com  |   

 Pacifi c Grove 
 Remodeled Pacifi c Grove Gem!  |  2864 Forest Hill Blvd. 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210614 

 Off ered at  $998,000 

 Arleen Hardenstein 
 Arleen.Hardenstein@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.915.8989 

 Pacifi c Grove 
 857 Grove Acre Avenue 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210628 

 Off ered at  $949,989 

 Arleen Hardenstein 
 Arleen.Hardenstein@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.915.8989 

 Pacifi c Grove 
 Yard Space Galore  |  703 Congress Avenue 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210610 

 Off ered at  $885,000 

 Maureen Mason 
 Maureen.Mason@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.901.5575 

 Monterey 
 Magical Bungalow in New Monterey  |  724 Lottie Street 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0475120 

 Off ered at  $650,000 

 Patricia Ross 
 Patty.Ross@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.236.4513 

 Monterey 
 Clean Sophisticated Condominium  |  300 Glenwood Circle #289 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210612 

 Off ered at  $350,000 

 Bill Bluhm 
 Bill.Bluhm@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.277.2782 

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Monterey Peninsula Brokerages
Carmel-by-the-Sea | Carmel Rancho | Carmel Valley | Paci
 c Grove | onlywithus.com

Pacifi c Grove
Monarch Garden Retreat   |  508 Granite Street 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210627 

 Off ered at  $850,000 

Alex White
AlexFWhite@gmail.com | 831.224.6441

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1-4

OPEN SATURDAY 2-4, SUNDAY  12-3

OPEN FRIDAY 10-12


