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Friday, December 21
Winter Solstice

Blessing of the Waters
4:30pm-5:00pm

Lover’s Point Beach
17th St. & Ocean View Blvd 

Pacific Grove
•

Saturday December 22
Dickens A Christmas 

Story
Performed by Howard 

Burnham 
in the manner of Dickens’ 

1867 tour of the USA
at 5:30

$10 at the door 
•

Saturday December 22
2:00-4:00 PM

Mrs. Claus Reads
Holiday Stories

Phoebe Hearst Social Hall
Asilomar

831-646-6443
•

Saturday December 22
Girls Holiday

Glamour Eyes Party
“Touche” in The Barnyard

•
Wednesday, January 2, 

2019
2:30pm-4:00pm

The Carmel Foundation’s 
Diment Hall

Free presentation
Local Real Estate - Community 

Impact
Space is limited to 100

•
Thursday, January 3

Geneaology Society
 at 7 pm.

Family History Center
LDS Church, 1024 Noche 

Buena, Seaside
•

Wednesday, January 16, 
2019

Gentrain Society Lecture:
 An Interview with Lady Di 
MPC Lecture Forum 103 

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm 
Free; MPC Parking $3.00 
Info:  www.gentrain.org  ; 

tblumgm@gmail.com ; 

FOR MORE SEE PAGES 5-6

By Nancy Kotowski, Ph.D. 
Monterey County Superintendent of Schools

This week, the California Department of 
Education released the 2018 California School 
Dashboard. Over the last five years, California 
has been overhauling its state accountability sys-
tem for public education, and a key component 
is the Dashboard.

The Dashboard is a website that shows 

New PGUSD School Board is Sworn In
Revamped California Dashboard Inspires Important Conversations

On Thursday, December 13, 2018 Pacific 
Grove Unified School District Board of Educa-
tion held the Organizational and Regular School 
Board meeting.

The Board of Education said farewell to 
Trustee Bill Phillips following 13 years of dedi-
cated service to the students and staff of PGUSD.

Monterey County Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Nancy Kotowski administered 
the oath of office to Trustees Cristy Dawson, 
John Paff and Jon Walton. Also honored were 
a number of administration staff.The Board of 
Education recognized Dr. Nancy Kotowski who 
will be retiring from Monterey County Office 
of Education,  Pacific Grove Police Chief Amy 

What’s Christmas 
Without A Model Train?

SEE DASHBOARD PAGE 4

Monterey County Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nancy Kotowski administered 
the oath of office to Trustees (left to right) Jon Walton. , Cristy Dawson, and John Paff 

SEE SWORN IN PAGE 4

By Gary Baley

In a unanimous vote Wednesday evening the Pacific Grove 
City Council adopted an ordinance amending the Municipal 
Code to transfer authority from the Planning Commission to 
the City Manager to process applications for cellular commu-
nications facilities including cell towers. The ordinance also 
exempts from the permitting process cellular antennas strung 
on lines between poles as well as modifications to permitted 
sites provided the footprint is not materially changed. 

The City Manager under this ordinance will have exclusive 
power to grant or deny applications with no public input unless 
decisions are appealed to the City Council which requires an 
appellant fee exceeding one thousand dollars.

Several members of the public including two members of 
the Planning Commission, Mark Chakwin and Don Murphy 
spoke against the ordinance and urged the Council not to rush 
into the decision before fully understanding the legal, technical, 
and administrative ramifications.

Commissioner Garfield observed that the FCC's recently 
reduced time constraints for approval--the shot clock—meant 

City Manager Given 
Authority Over Future 
Cell Tower Permits

No Public Input Needed

SEE CELL TOWER PERMITS 
PAGE 4
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Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal 
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is 
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is avail-
able at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.

Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Managing Editor Webster Slate

Her “editorness” in waiting Vanessa Ramirez
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831.324.4742 Voice 831.324.4745 Fax
editor@cedarstreettimes.com

Skillshots

Joan Skillman

$1095

Near Lovers Point
Data reported by John Munch at 18th St.

Week ending 12/20/18....................... 0.47”
Total for the season (since 7/1/18)........ 3.63”
Last week low temperature..................45.4 F
Last week high temperature.................67.6 F
Last year rain to date (7/1/17-12/20/17)... 1.50”

Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported at Canterbury Woods

As of 9 AM 12/20/18:
-this year to date (7/1/18 thru 12/12/18):
rain = 3.16 in
-Week ending 12/20/18:
rain = 0.60 in
        Total for the season (since 7/1/18):    4.14”
 

DIVE  INTO
S T E M  
AT  M P C

Monterey • Marina • Seaside • Online
mpc.edu | (831) 646-4000

If you are inspired by the innovative and 
constantly evolving fields of science, technology, 
engineering, and math, MPC will put you on the 
right track. Don't delay--an exciting, rewarding, 
and lucrative career is waiting for YOU!

STEM programs at 
MPC encourage active 
learning through 
exploration and 
discovery.

E N R O L L  N OW
FOR SPRING!

Vanessa Ramirez
Monterey Referral Agent
www.vinmonterey.com
BRE#02050046

Making connections and 
bridging realtors, buyers & 
sellers together to work in 

perfect unity.
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Firefighters’ Annual 
Christmas Drive

We’re now collecting donations in the form of new 
toys and gift cards for those in need within our local 
communities. Drop-offs can be made at local firehouses.

We will wrap all the presents on Dec 21 at Monterey 
High School.

We have a Santa and firefighters as elves and hand 
deliver the toys using our fire engine as a sleigh. Delivery 
takes place on December 22 and 23. 

Chief Felix Colello, who has run this program for 
over 20years will be retiring this Dec 28. This will be 
his last year running the toy drive and delivery event. 

California Secretary of 
State Certifies  Record 

November 2018 General 
Election Results

Secretary of State Alex Padilla certified the results 
of the November 6, 2018 General Election. 

Of the 19,696,371 registered voters in California, 
12,712,542 ballots were cast, the most ever for a Cali-
fornia Gubernatorial General Election.  

64.5% of registered voters cast a ballot. This was 
the highest turnout of registered voters in a gubernato-
rial general election since 1982. 

“The November 6 General Election was historic. We 
saw record voter registration and record voter turnout,” 
said Secretary of State Alex Padilla. “Turnout was the 
highest for any midterm General Election since 1982. 
New laws to expand access to the ballot box including 
California Motor Voter, the Voter’s Choice Act and con-
ditional voter registration have proven successful. We 
look forward to continuing this growth into the March 
3, 2020 California Presidential Primary Election which 
is just 14 months away.”

Winter Solstice 
Water Blessing 
Ceremony Dec. 22

Khenpo Karten Rinpoche, resident monk and 
teacher at the Manjushri Dharma Center in Pacific 
Grove, will offer a Water Blessing Ceremony on the 
occasion of the Winter Solstice, Friday  December 21, 
2018, from 4:30pm to 5:00pm at Lovers Point beach in 
Pacific Grove.

 The blessing will honor all the earth’s elements as 
Rinpoche will chant to pray for their protection.

This is a powerful and poignant way to gather in 
community and to celebrate the shortest day of the year.  
Participants are invited to offer a group prayer with 
candles to welcome back the light.  Prayer copies and 
candles will be provided. The event is free to all. Partici-
pants are encouraged to bring flower petals to contribute 
to this beautiful and moving ceremony.  

Web address for more information:  manjushridhar-
macenter.org 

For questions contact:  rachelmdc2016@gmail.com 
or 831-901-3156

Khenpo Karten Rinpoche
Bill Cox Photography

Kindergarten through 2nd grade classes at Robert Down Elementary School put on a performance 
Tuesday night called “Paint the Town December: A Multicultural Holiday Celebration” by John 
Jacobson and Roger Emerson directed by Jared Masar. The RHD Auditorium was standing-room 
only where family and friends were entertained by the kids’ rousing renditions.
The Kindergarten Class sang Paint the Town December and Rockin’ on the Housetop.
Photos by Gary Baley

First Grade sang Nes Gadol Haya Sham and Shepherd Boy.

First Grade sang “Nes Gadol Haya Sham” and “Shepherd Boy.”

Robert H. Down Elementary 
Holiday Performance

Second Grade sang “The Light of Kwanzaa”, “The Colors of Las Posadas,” and “Hearts Around 
the World” which was the exit processional.
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Joy Colangelo
From the Trenches

New Research Finds Human Impact 
is Leading to Higher Salinity Levels in 
Freshwater Resources

A study conducted by California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
School of Natural Sciences assistant professor John Olson has found that the combined 
effects of land use and climate change are resulting in increased salinity levels in 
rivers and streams, further highlighting an emerging threat to freshwater resources, 
biodiversity and ecosystem functions across the United States. Increase in human land 
use such as agricultural, industrial and urban development are primary contributing 
factors to increasing salt levels, with climate change accounting for 12 percent of 
the increase. 

Olson estimated that at least one third of U.S. streams and rivers have gotten 
saltier over the last 100 years and predicted that salinization levels may rise by 50 
percent in half of U.S. streams by the year 2100. While increased salinity levels pose 
a problem for drinking water, they may also double the amount of streams that are 
too salty for irrigation from 3 to 6 percent, compounding losses of water resource 
availability caused by increasing droughts and other climate change effects.

“Most of these losses of irrigation water will occur in area like the Great Plains 
and Southwest where water is already scarce,” said Olson. “But modest increases in 
salinity that will impact freshwater ecosystems will be widespread .” 

The effects of increased salinity levels are not limited to salt’s effects on humans. 
The research also predicts that increased salinity levels will stress biota within the 
ecosystem resulting in losses of an additional 42 percent of the habitat by 2100.

“Salinity of freshwater is not something we think about a lot, but without careful 
management we risk making water too salty, both for us and for the plants and animals 
that live in freshwater.” said Olson.

The research study, Predicting combined effects of land use and climate change on 
river and stream salinity, was first published in the journal Philosophical Transactions 
B, on December 4, 2018 and later featured in the Scientific American.

the current status as well as the progress 
over time of districts, schools and student 
groups on a gauge represented by five 
colors from blue (high performing) to red 
(low performing). This year, the Dash-
board is increasingly robust, providing 
more comprehensive information about 
school performance to help schools and 
communities hone in on specific groups 
of students and areas that need to be im-
proved, and at the same time, to build upon 
strengths within our school communities.

On the website you will find many 
factors of school performance: Academic 
Indicators (reported separately for English 
Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics 
scores), English Learner Progress, Chronic 
Absenteeism, Graduation Rate, Suspen-
sion Rate, and College/Career Readiness.

With this information, parents and 
community members can now meaning-
fully engage in the process of developing 
Local Control and Accountability Plans 
(LCAP) for the direction of their school 
district and help inform the important 
decisions about allocating Local Control 
Funding Formula dollars to achieve the 
educational goals for the students in their 

community. All school districts in the 
county are engaging in LCAP planning 
over the next few months.

Now is the time to gain a thorough 
understanding of the Dashboard informa-
tion and to be ready to assist your school 
district in developing its LCAP by visit-
ing www.caschooldashboard.org. Mem-
bers of the public should contact their local 
school district to find out about community 
stakeholder engagement opportunities that 
are being scheduled.

These exciting changes in education 
will take time to fully implement. While 
schools are making progress in many 
key areas, there is always more work to 
do. The Dashboard is part of an ongoing 
conversation with our community on both 
how we’re doing and how we can do better. 
Meeting goals will take a united effort.

Serving as Monterey County Super-
intendent of Schools has been a sacred 
trust to me for the last 26 years. As I 
am passing on this important leadership 
role to my successor, Dr. Deneen Guss, 
I look forward to the continued progress 
in achieving the educational mission of 
preparing all students for success in each 
step of their educational journey.

PDASHBOARD From Page 1

Christey who will also be retiring, and congratulated a number of outstanding employees 
recognized by Administrators.

PSWORN IN 
From Page 1

that the Planning Commission may not be able to process applications in time, resulting 
in them being “deemed approved” per FCC regulations.

Mayor Peake noted that there is an increasing body of evidence on the negative 
health effects of cellular radiation, but the FCC's regulations forbid denying a cell 
tower permit based on health concerns.

Assistant City Attorney Heidi Quinn reminded the council that this ordinance 
is strictly targeted at areas in the public right of way and is intended as a temporary 
ordinance in advance of revisions to the zoning code.

PCELL PERMITS From Page 1

Cell antenna strung between poles on Central Ave. Photo by Gary Baley

After being posted on over a hundred homes, the signs that blighted our neigh-
borhoods for over a year have come down.  I'm not talking about election signs whose 
posting and removal are tied to strict dates.  I'm talking about the curiously ironic signs 
that touted "Neighborhoods are for Neighbors. Stop STRs."  I know what the sign makers 
meant—they wanted to know who their neighbors were—but it wasn’t the friendliest 
way to go about it.  They thought Short-Term Rentals, which they called mini-motels, 
were destroying “neighborhood character.” (STRs were no more mini-motels than a 
neighbor having two dogs and a cat is a mini-kennel or a house with a garage stuffed 
to the gills is a mini-storage unit.)

I think what they failed to realize is that the character of a neighborhood does not 
refer to the characters IN our houses; it refers to the houses themselves, and in partic-
ular, to one element of that character that needs to change: parking.

Parking is the singular feature of house design that has paved 3/4s of many Ameri-
can cities, Pacific Grove included. It has fueled most public debate about development, 
events, tourism, short-term rentals and even climate change.  It is the major culprit in 
inflated housing costs. It is the most unfriendly (if not lethal) and destructive activity 
we engage in, accounting for the largest personal contribution to greenhouse gases. 
According to the Union of Concerned Scientists, our cars are parked over 96.5% of 
their lifetime which is fortunate because for every gallon of gas used, our cars emit 
24 lbs of Co2.

If you've ever wondered why Pacific Grove's Coastal Zone has one of the most 
unusual outlines in all of California (it excludes the neighborhoods that run the highest 
risk of sea level rise, where Mermaid spills into Ocean View Blvd all the way to Asilo-
mar), or why our bike path isn't connected from Lovers Point to Asilomar (as dictated 
in our 1998 Land Use Plan), or why we have McMansions, look no further than the 
Mello Act of 1982. If more PG neighborhoods were in the Coastal Zone, homeowners 
wanting to demolish existing homes would have to rebuild a more modest home (a 
low to moderate income house), in keeping with neighborhood character. Similarly, if 
a hotel remodeled, the owner would have to maintain the existing room rate instead of 
charging more. So it’s easy to see why some folks don’t want to be part of the Coastal 
Zone. When the bike path was to be extended from Lovers Point to Asilomar, a strong 
neighborhood group blocked it for fear that visitors would park cars on their streets 
instead of on Ocean View Boulevard.

In these areas excluded from the Coastal Zone, quaint Pacific Grove succumbed 
to a type of house known as the "snout house,” a house built for cars, not people. You 
can see them on Crocker and Grove Acre, along Ocean View, and all through the Beach 
Tract. The snout is a garage that sits in front of the house, protruding toward its tongue, 
or driveway. It removes the front porch, a feature that invites social interactions and 
is the bridge between public and private space. Snout houses have curb cutouts which 
remove a public parking space; they remove green medians and street trees, essentially 
making neighborhoods a garage-scape rather than allowing a tree canopy. Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, has recently banned snout homes and progressive Sacramento and Portland did 
so over 20 years ago. Houses have to pass the "trick or treat test”—the front door has 
to be a visible, dominant feature of the front of the house. Still other cities are banning 
McMansions and requiring homeowners to build two houses to replace a demolished 
one. Top stories can only be 50% the size of the single footprint. Recently, a homeowner 
wanting to turn is $1.5 million SF investment into a 4 million dollar McMansion, was 
told by City Planning to rebuild the former house—stick for stick.

So heads up, Characters. If you want to protect the character of your neighbor-
hood, find another way to live in this most walkable city. Quit driving to the organic 
Farmer's Market (makes no freakin' sense whatsoever); walk to the gym, touch the 
door, and walk home (send me the membership fee for that piece of wisdom); demand 
that the bike path be connected from Lover's Point to Asilomar; and take parking off 
the seaward side of the road. Finally, save $6,500 a year by getting rid of your car and 
using Uber/Lyft. And for goodness sakes, instead of the signs that ban certain types of 
people off your front yard, put in a porch.  

Full disclosure: the author has not owned a car for nearly ten years, commuting via 
bicycle to CHOMP up Holman Highway everyday for much of her 21 years working 
there. She has an STR where cyclists or people who come by UBER/public transpor-
tation stay almost free of charge. Put that on your sign and smoke it.  
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Gossip & Fiddly Bits

Marge Ann Jameson

Pacific Grove
1116 Forest Ave, Ste B

(Corner of Forest & David Ave)

(831) 642-6000
All You Can Eat

Lunch Buffet
Mon. - Fri. 11 - 2

All You Can Eat

Dinner Buffet 
Wed. Night 5 - 8

$34.99+ Tax

2 Large 2 Topping Pizzas Every Day
Not valid with any other offers, discounts, fundraisers or promotions. Valid for take-out, dine-in and delivery. Delivery 

charges apply. At participating restaurants Only. Print coupon and present at time of purchase. Expires 12/31/17

Not valid with any other offers, discounts, fundraisers or promotions. Valid for take-out, dine-in and delivery. Delivery 
charges apply. At participating restaurants Only. Print coupon and present at time of purchase. Expires 12/31/17

Not valid with any other offers, discounts, fundraisers or promotions. Valid for take-out, dine-in and delivery. Delivery 
charges apply. At participating restaurants Only. Print coupon and present at time of purchase. Expires 12/31/17

$20.99

$16.99

1 Large Specialty Pizza

1 Large 1-Topping Pizza

+ Tax

+ Tax

+ Tax

Matteson's
AUTO REPAIR

Happy and Safe 
Holidays

234 Grand Ave.
Pacifi c Grove

831-373-5050
831-373-0383 Fax
Open 8 AM - 5 PM

MON. - FRI.
Closed Daily Noon - 1 PM

Corner Grand Ave.
and Laurel Ave. In Pacifi c Grove

From Denise, Steve, Bryan, Francisco
Susan, Mike and Linus!

15% OFF
WITH THIS AD

EXPIRES
12/21/18

TWO GIRLS FROM CARMEL

HOUSECLEANING SPECIALISTS
Let Us Do The Work For You

(831) 626-4426

Experienced • Professional
Same Cleaner For A Personal Touch

Bonded • 30 Year Track Record

DUST BUNNIES

Thank you to the man who “paid it forward” when my password didn't work in the 
grocery checkout line and I stood there embarassed with groceries all over the counter 
and a malfunctioining debit card.

“Merry Christmas!” he said, and refused to give me his name so I could repay him.
•

We were playing Santa and Mrs. Claus to underprivileged children one year on 
Christmas Day. A little boy asked me, “How come you didn't come to my house last 
night? I was good all year.” Choking a little, I said, “We knew we'd see you here, today 
instead. Which one of these toys did we bring for you?” and he chose a Nerf ball set.

•
There was the Christmas Eve my uncle Charles flew to New York to see us. I was 

4. He told me that the sound I'd heard in the night was reindeer jingle bells on the roof, 
and I believed him.

•
One Christmas Eve Neil and I had been to Vienna to see the Kristkindlmarkt but 

were delayed in Paris on the return trip because the wings iced over. Doomed to spend 
Christmas in a tiny hotel (I mean tiny – we had to step out of the shower to turn around 
and get the other side wet!) I decided that a transatlantic phone call to Mom to get my 
French cousin's phone number was worth a try. We spent Christmas Eve with them and 
had a lovely impromptu dinner and a native's tour of the city lights. 

•
Ferrets don't climb trees unless they're Christmas trees and are placed near the 

ground and have wonderful, interesting things on them. Ferrets do not obey orders, 
either. So when ferrets are legal and you get one, keep that in mind.

•
Afghan hounds are tall enough to reach the Christmas roast on the kitchen counter, 

drag it off the platter and into the next room where they can happily eat it. Word to 
the wise.

Neighborhood children carol for Anita starr (see story on the front page of the 
Dec. 14, 2018 issue. Photo by Al Saxe. They are Madeline Moore, Elizabeth 
Moore, Laila Munsey and Kaylee Munsey.

Here we come a-caroling Geneaology Society to meet
The Monterey County Genealogy Society, Inc. (MoCoGenSo) will hold its regular 

monthly meeting Thursday, January 3 at 7 pm. Meetings are held the first Thursday 
of each month at the Family History Center, located at the LDS Church, 1024 Noche 
Buena, Seaside.

This month’s program will be an open house of the Monterey Family History 
Center and an overview of the up-coming 38th Annual Ancestor Round-Up by Barbara 
Rae-Venter.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. with doors open at 6:15 p.m. The Library will be open 
until 9 pm for research after the meeting. All meetings are free and open to the public: 
everyone is welcome. For further information, call 375-2340, or visit the website at  
www.mocogenso.org.

The Monterey County Genealogy Society Inc. is a non-profit, tax-exempt organi-
zation serving the Central Coast of California. The goals of the Society are to provide 
education, fellowship and support to its members and to the community of family 
history researchers both locally and throughout the world.
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What is Christmas...

Photos by Peter Mounteer
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...without a model train?

The annual model ttain show, held at American Tin Cannery, delighted dozens 
over the past weekend.

Members of the model train club set up their imaginary towns and hills and 
dales and ran model trains which thrilled young and old alike. Tiny people, tiny 
cars, tiny lumber yards and more.

Watch these pages for next year’s show.
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PeterMehren

Poetry

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Calling all youngsters, oldsters, 
and Christmas fanatics to attend 

MRS. CLAUS Reads 
Holiday Stories 

 
December 22, 2018 

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Phoebe Hearst Social Hall, Asilomar Conference Grounds 
Free parking is available in any designated parking lot. 

For more information: asilomar.interp@parks.ca.gov or  
call (831) 646-6443. 

                                                    

It’s great! 
in these often troubled times, 
love can help to ease our minds. 
If we try to be more kind 
our happiness would be enhanced. 
 
Strangers are friends we’ve not met, 
friendly words we’ve not shared yet. 
Sad thoughts we should all forget: 
like he said, give peace a chance. 
 
It’s great when we all get together 
the family from far and near. 
It’s great when we have as our reason 
this wonderful time of the year. 
 
Grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins galore, 
siblings and spouses, and babies, and more 
it’s great that this love fills whichever home 
houses the party each year. 
 
To bond with each person shows how close we are 
although our homes may seem really quite far. 
The family’s all people, all ages and shapes, 
with different languages, customs, and faiths. 
 
I tell you, if every family took time to regather each year 
and worked hard to love one another, including all those not here 
and carried that love to our neighbors and friends, 
that love would o’erpower all hate in the end 
it’s great when we all get together this wonderful time of the   
year.   
 
And after each gath’ring you’ll know you’re a part 
in some happy measure of each other’s heart. 
Don’t you think that doing that’s really quite smart? 
So gather together at least in your heart all the year.  

POETRY IN THE GROVE 
Start the New Year by sharing the ecstatic poetry of 
Hafiz, Kabir, and Rumi. 
When:  Saturday January 5, 2019 from 3:00 to 5:00 
Where: the Little House in Jewel Park next to the 
Pacific Grove Library

Be a holiday hero – give the 
gift of life

Red Cross urgently needs blood and platelet 
donations

Car accidents.
Cancer treatments.
Emergency surgeries.

Emergencies don’t take a holiday. The American Red Cross urgently needs blood 
and platelet donors to make an appointment now to  give  and help ensure patients can 
get the treatment they need at a moment’s notice.

  In November 2016, a 100-foot maple tree fell on Mike McMahon, causing 
life-threatening injuries. He needed 11 units of blood during emergency surgery and 
another seven units to treat complications after. Six weeks following the accident, McMa-
hon was released from the hospital – just in time to spend the holidays with his family.

“I’m grateful for the donors who gave me such an amazing gift – the gift of life,” 
said McMahon. “I was an occasional blood donor before the accident. Today, I donate 
as often as I can to help ensure others receive blood when they need it most.”

  Now is an important time to give blood and  platelets. A seasonal decline in 
donations occurs from Thanksgiving to New Year’s Day when donors get busy with 
family gatherings and travel. In addition, severe winter weather can cause blood drive 
cancellations and negatively affect the blood supply. Patients like McMahon can’t afford 
for there to be a shortage of blood.

Give the gift of life – make an appointment to donate blood and  platelets  by 
downloading the free  American Red Cross Blood Donor App, visiting  RedCrossBlood.
org  or calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

  As a special thank-you for helping meet the urgent need, those who come to give 
Dec. 20 through Jan. 6 will receive a long-sleeved Red Cross T-shirt, while supplies last.

Upcoming blood donation opportunities through Jan. 15
Carmel
1/5/2019: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Quail Lodge & Golf Club, 8205 Valley Greens Dr.
1/8/2019: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m., Church of the Wayfarer, Lincoln St. & 7th Ave.
Corral de Tierra
12/28/2018: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Scholl & Company. LLP, 18275 Meadow Song Way
  Del Rey Oaks
1/11/2019: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., MPUSD DSC (District Support Center), 540 Canyon Del 
Rey
Salinas
12/20/2018: 12 p.m. - 6 p.m., Compass Church, 830 Padre Dr.
12/27/2018: 1 p.m. - 6 p.m., Salinas Recreation Center, 320 Lincoln Avenue
1/9/2019: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., New Life Church of the Nazarene, 800 N. Main St.
Seaside
1/4/2019: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Oldemeyer Center, Oldemeyer Center, 986 Hilby Ave.  

How to donate blood
Simply download the  American Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit  RedCrossBlood.

org  or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) to make an appointment or for more 
information. All blood types are needed to ensure a reliable supply for patients. A blood 
donor card or driver’s license or two other forms of identification are required at check-
in. Individuals who are 17 years of age  in most states  (16 with parental consent  where 
allowed by state law), weigh at least 110 pounds and are in generally good health may 
be eligible to  donate blood. High school students and other donors 18 years of age and 
younger also have to meet certain height and weight requirements.
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Michelle Netlaff-Luna

Performance Review
Who Killed Lt. Wes Van Dorn?

A Film Festival Must-See
“Not everybody that died for this country had to die for this country.” Chris Humme, 

53 mechanic and friend of Van Dorn. 

Who Killed Lt. Van Dorn is a gripping and revealing documentary that unmasks 
the greed and negligence underlying the death of pilot Wes Van Dorn in the January 
2014 MH-53E Sea Dragon helicopter crash off the Virginia coast. The film leads the 
viewer on an intimate journey into the life of 29 year old Wes Van Dorn, his lifelong 
dream to attend a service academy, the wife and two children he left behind, and the 
men who served with him.  Describing him as magnetic, the film captures the high re-
gard in which others held him. “He took care of all of us. He was really big on making 
sure that all of us felt welcome and felt like a family, ” and “You were a better person 
because of your time spent with him.”  Film producer Zachary Stauffer skillfully weaves 
meticulous investigative reporting with powerful cinematography as he unearths the 
moving story of Van Dorn’s repeated attempts to bring his safety concerns about the 
helicopter to senior officers, and how these attempts were continually stonewalled and 
dismissed. The story gets darker and more disturbing as the film investigates the history 
of concerns about the safety of the aircraft reported by others for three decades prior 
to Van Dorn’s death, how far up the ladder the negligence goes and the greed behind it 
all. It is a relentless search for the truth as it tells the heartbreaking tale of a “guy who 
sees a problem, tries to fix the problem, and the problem kills him.”

Stauffer includes conversations with such persons as attorney Louis Franecke who 
argued a case about an earlier version of the helicopter before the Supreme Court in 
1987.  Service members can’t sue the military for things that go wrong, and the court 
found that contractors are also immune as long they follow design specs and the gov-
ernment has knowledge of potential dangers. “The families that have lost a loved one 
because of a defective military product have essentially no recourse,” Franecke says. 
“The game is rigged against them. The people that are really hurt have no power.”  
Chuck Spinney, a former Pentagon analyst, addressed the highest level of dysfunction 
that contributed to Van Dorn’s death. He states, the kind of situation you are seeing 
with the helicopters is very typical of things I’ve seen over the years. It’s basically an 
inevitable consequence of a screwed up priority system. And because it is inevitable 
you can see it head of time. And when you continue this behavior into the future, it 
boils down to malice of forethought.”

He relates Van Dorn’s accident to the workings of the military industrial complex, as 
he puts it, an “iron triangle” comprised of the military, Congress and defense contractors. 
Billions of dollars flow around the triangle, making a lot of people rich. “Generals are 
going through the revolving door, lieutenant colonels and colonels are going through 
the revolving doors, contractors are making big profits, and congressmen are getting 
lots of pork in their district which increases their longevity and wealth. Everybody wins, 
except of course, the soldier at the pointy end of the spear and the taxpayer.”

And the personal risk for that single soldier is the foundation of this film. Like 
the pied piper, Stauffer pulls viewers effortlessly along as he overturns every stone 
and looks underneath in a driven quest for the truth.  He closes with the names of the 
132 servicemen who have died on non-combat related flights of the 53E’s, each one 
appearing on the screen like raindrops beading on a windowpane, in a solemn tribute 
to what should never have been. 

ONCE A YEAR 
BLOWOUT SALE
10% - 40% OFF

Dec 22nd - Jan 1st
~ Give Something Vintage This Year ~

Enjoy Hot Cocoa & Cookies
while browsing through two floors

of Antiques & Collectibles

Happy Holidays

Register to win a $50.00 Gift Certificate

The City of Monterey Fire Department has announced new Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT) services on Emergency Medical Service (EMS) calls. The service 
has been provided just since the end of October, 2018. 

All Monterey Fire personnel are trained to the Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT) level. ALS service requires personnel trained to the Paramedic level. Paramedic 
training takes about ten times as long. Paramedics are allowed to interpret cardiac 
rhythms, start intravenous (IV) lines, administer a variety of medications, and perform 
other life-saving techniques which are not within the EMT scope of practice. 

"Providing Advanced Life Support represents a new caliber of service our out-
standing Fire staff can now provide to the community," said Monterey City Manager 
Hans Uslar.

“We are excited to be able to enhance the service we provide to the residents and 
visitors of Monterey," said Fire Chief Gaudenz Panholzer. "Engine 11 responds to over 
1800 EMS calls per year. Since the start of the paramedic program in October, Monterey 
Firefighter Paramedics have initiated ALS care an average of over one person per day."  

Paramedics bring much of what the emergency room at the hospital will do right 
to the patient in the field. This has become the standard of care for first-responder 
agencies throughout most of California.

With this new service, Monterey Fire joins the Salinas Fire Department, Monterey 
County Regional Fire District, and CAL Fire in providing ALS services. Plans call for 
upgrading to this level of service with all engines that respond in the City of Monterey 
over the next few years. While the private ambulance service that responds to all EMS 
calls in Monterey already provides a paramedic, typically the fire department arrives 
first and can initiate this care sooner.

Fire Department Now Has New 
Emergency Services Available  
on Emergency Calls

www.pacificvalleybank.com

Copyright ©2018 Pacific Valley Bank

Pacific Valley Bank’s new CD offer 
is the gift that keeps on giving. 

Maximize your earnings with this 
limited time promotion. This 11 month 
certificate of deposit has an APY of 3%, 
with a minimum deposit of $2,500. 
This APY is good for new deposits only.

Certificate of Deposit
11 month 3% APY*

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/5/2018 and subject to change without notice.  
  APY assumes principal and interest remains on deposit for the term of the certificate.  
• At maturity, the promotional certificate will automatically renew into a 271-364 day product, 
  and for the current posted APY.
• Early withdrawal penalties may be imposed for withdrawals prior to the maturity date, the fee 
  we may impose will equal three months interest.  
• Please see Pacific Valley Banks’s account disclosures and fee schedules for complete fee and  
  interest payment information; agreement and brochures are available upon request.

SALINAS
831-771-4330

MONTEREY
831-645-6560

KING CITY
831-385-2200

Our Christmas gift to you:
Let’s get this done

3%

MEMBER

Lic. #01147233

Junipero 8 NW of 10th, Carmel
Beautifully remodeled, and easy 
walk to town and beach. 
3 beds/2 baths, 1,433 sq.ft., 
bonus room and 2-car garage.
Sale Price:  $2,000,000

1012 San Carlos Rd., Pebble Beach 
Opportunity! Amazing location!  Post 
adobe on large lot on golf course, 
short walk to beach. Room to add on. 
3 beds 2 bths, double pane windows, 
vaulted ceilings, 2-car garage. 
$1,759,999

SOLD 
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Annual Candy Cane Lane Holiday Display
It may have been blustery down by the ocean during the day, but at 

Candy Cane Lane the weather was fine on the evening of December 18.

The cars were parked nose-to-tailpipe. Families left them behind 
temporarily for a closer look at the annual display of holiday decora-
tions and lights.

There were glittery shows and moving dioramas, familiar cartoon 
characters cut out of wood and brightly lighted. This year there was a 
small Ferris wheel going round and round and a little caboose working 
its way slowly up and down the track.

Photos by Katie Shain
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Brings out the Crowds, as Usual



Page 12 • CEDAR STREET Times  • December 21, 2018

montereycoastrealty.com

831.624.2300

Dolores 2 SW of Seventh
Carmel-by-the-Sea

Locally 
Owned

Globally  
Connected

Results  
Driven  
Experts

Results Driven 
Experts Monterey Coast Realty has 

a seasoned and credentialed 
leadership team, skilled and qualified operation 
and marketing experts, and genuine professional Realtors.

Here are a few of the Monterey Coast Local Experts: 

Expert at Complex  
Real Estate Transactions

Former CIO for Savings Bank  
of Mendocino County

Real Estate investor and agent 
for 15+ years  
in Monterey County

Board Member of the Carmel 
Valley Trail and Saddle Club

Avid world traveler

Mike 
Proto-Robinson
Realtor®  DRE#01871297

831.238.6313
mike@montereycoastrealty.com

Personal Care  
and High-Tech Tools

Local Monterey Peninsula 
Realtor since 1980

Experience in finance, real 
estate development and  
property management

Certified Residential Specialist 
since 1991

Dedicated to representing each 
clients' best interests 

Strong supporter of Salvation 
Army and Habitat for Humanity 

Lore 
Lingner
Realtor®  DRE#00788278

831.809.6208
lore@montereycoastrealty.com

The Monterey Bay Lifestyle

Marketing and Transaction 
Management professional  
since 2010

Determined, experienced 
and loyal to clients and their 
investments

Member of Architectural Review 
Board, City of Pacific Grove 

Lifelong resident of Monterey 
Peninsula

Strong supporter of "Al & Friends," 
with PG resident, Al Sieker

Jennifer 
Veitengruber
Realtor®  DRE#01971299

831.521.0133
jennifer@montereycoastrealty.com
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Holiday Hints for Pet Safety

Diana L. Guerrero

Ask ARK  Lady
Although I shared some holiday pet 

safety tips not too long ago, there are al-
ways more tidbits to add because many of 
the activities or decorations humans enjoy 
can pose risks to those precious pets.

As a regular safety precaution, I am 
always adjusting the collars on animals so 
they are comfortable but properly fitted. 
This is very important at all times but 
especially when there is unusual activity 
and an increase in visitors.

When collars are not fitted correctly 
an animal can escape by slipping out of 
his or her collar if frightened. Correction 
is easily done by using your index and 
middle finger--simply hold the two to-
gether and insert between the collar and 
an animal’s neck. If it is a good fit, both 
the top and underside of your fingers will 
be touching the collar and the neck of the 
pet. If there is any play, or extra space, your 
pet will be able to slip the collar. 

This week I adjusted the collar of 
one charge and ultimately was glad I had 
a harness on another since she suddenly 
startled at the holiday decor in a yard. The 
big blow up tree and Santa scared the little 
gal. Was she not securely outfitted, she 
might have ended up on Pine Avenue in 
the middle of traffic. 

That same day, a dog owner searching 
for her lost pet, stopped to ask if I had seen 
it. She said, “I just set the dog leash down 
for a minute and he bolted off.” My hope 
is that she found him or that someone 
returned her precious pet shortly after we 
spoke.  

During the holidays there are a lot of 
hazards to pets but many people do not 
recognize them. I gave you an example 
of the dog walking encounters because 
although some are obvious, many are often 
overlooked. 

I figured this would be the perfect 
time to alert you to a few additional hol-
iday hazards to help keep your pets safe.
• Remember that many plants (holly, 

mistletoe, poinsettia, lilies, Christmas 
rose, etc,) are poisonous to pets.

• Holiday tree needles can create prob-
lems if ingested.

• Unsecured Christmas trees pose hazards 
to climbing critters because they can be 
knocked over.

• Christmas trees are tempting to some 
animals who urine mark them. 

• Prevent the ingestion of holiday tree 
water since stagnant water or preser-
vatives can be toxic to pets.

• Holiday burn hazards include meno-
rahs, candles and liquid potpourri pots.

Fire and burns are not the only threats 
to pets and the household. Scented items 

can also be harmful--especially to birds.
The ingestion of inappropriate foods, 

tinsel, ribbons or garlands can cause sick-
ness or obstruction.

Breakable items such as glass and 
other ornaments can be serious threats.

Electrical cords, heated decorative 
bulbs, hooks, and a wide variety of oth-
er adornment items create a variety of 
problems. 

Keep décor items out of reach of your 
pet or in places your animals cannot get 
to them.
• Nicotine poses a threat. Keep it out of 

reach.
• Keep trash lids on tight to avoid inges-

tion of aluminum foil and e-coli risks.
• Store food in secure containers that 

are out of reach to prevent ingestion or 
poisoning.

A few strategies to keep pets safe is 
to use topical pet deterrents and barriers 
for protection. Many households use child 
gates to keep pet from accessing the holi-
day decorations or holiday table. Housing 
an animal in a crates or within designated 
pet areas are other useful practices.

As you finalize your decorating ef-
forts, make pet friendly adjustments that 
might include hanging things high.

Be alert to choking hazards or articles 
that might create problems if ingested, and 
always purchase or make non-toxic (and 
unbreakable) decorations.

Finally, It never hurts to keep your 
emergency veterinary medical center and 
the national pet poison hotline numbers 
where you can easily access them. 

About ARKlady: Diana L Guerrero 
(aka ARKlady) lives on the Central Coast 
of California by the sea. An author, animal 
whisperer and wildlife interpreter, her 
first word was “fish.” Known locally as 
“DGinPG,” she is a friend of the furred, 
feathered and finned. With a goal of en-
riching the lives of animals (both wild 
and tame) and empowering the humans 
that love them, she shares a lifetime of 
professional experience and specialty 
training with animal lovers--who are not 
only passionate about animals but that 
want to make a difference in their lives and 
in the world in which they live.

 Questions? Call (831) 291-3355 
| Email Ask@TheArkLady.com | Visit 
ARKlady.com  Questions should be 
community-centric and nature or animal 
oriented. Personal pet behavior issues 
are best tackled in a virtual or in-person 
behavior consultation. Need help? Book 
a consultation here =>https://arklady.
as.me/virtual-consultation

The holidays are fun, but here are a few tips for keeping your pets safe, Is that 
collar too ticght? Can they get into the Christmas tree water? Pet-proof your 
decorations!
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Local  Real Estate Update

Patrick Ryan

Gratitude for the Season

Monterey County Association
of Realtors

Market Matters

505 CENTRAL AVE STE 201 • PACIFIC GROVE, CA 93950
(831) 777-4821

FLOAT THERAPY
MASSAGE & 
WELLNESS

CRANIOSACRAL

Come Experience our
Secrets of Relaxation

The holiday season is a time a year that means different things to different peo-
ple.  We all have our own way of celebrating, reacting, and absorbing the next two 
weeks.  For some it is a very religious time of year, for others it is a time of family 
and friends, some just love to shop, and for others it can be a time of sad reflection 
when going through tough times.  For some of us it can be a combination of all of the 
above and more.  We all experience it in a different and very personal way.

For me this time of year has come to mean one word and that word is gratitude.  
I have experienced both the joys of the season and have also experienced the sadness 
one can feel when you are not feeling the joy that those around you are feeling.  At 
the age of 50, I have come to realize the importance that gratitude plays in my life.  
It is a learned trait and one that needs to be worked on daily for it to have its desired 
effect.

I have experienced those seasons where all is great and it is truly a joyous time 
filled with friends and family and everything just seems perfect.  I have also expe-
rienced those seasons where I have felt a sense of loss, of sadness, and of being de-
tached from the joy around me.  It is ironic that when one is in that sad zone, it seems 
to deepen when those around you are joyous.  Misery truly does love company.

It wasn’t until I learned to practice gratitude that I came to appreciate the fact 
that all does not have to be perfect in order to experience peace and joy.  It was those 
times of sadness, those valleys of lows and feelings of loss that have allowed me to 
truly understand that all does not have to be perfect in order to personally experience 
peace and joy.  It was only in the last few years, when my family and I went through 
a major life change, that I was able to understand what gratitude is and the effect it 
can have on one’s life.  And that has made all the difference in my ability to enjoy 
the moment, perfect or not.

So here is wishing all of you a season of gratitude.  If you have not found it in 
your life yet, don’t give up.  Start small and just pick any moment of your day and 
give thanks for that moment.  That is all you have to do to practice gratitude.  You 
will be amazed at how it changes your life for the better and the more you do it the 
easier it will become until you reach that point where it really makes sense.  You will 
then wonder why you didn’t start sooner.  So, have a great holiday season and here is 
to a great New Year…

Remember, January 5 for our first Fun, Run/Walk and Real Estate at Lovers 
Point.  This gentle way to start the New Year right exercising both our body and 
mind.  Learn about real estate, go for a nice, easy run/walk and free running shirts for 
the first 20 people.  Beverages and snacks will be served.  Be there at the big parking 
lot at 7:45am to start the New Year right.  Done in conjunction with Jeff McMullen, 
mortgage broker with Kal Financial right here on the peninsula.

Patrick.ryan@sothebyshomes.com 831.238.8116 www.pebblebeachabodes.com

The Carmel Foundation Presents
Local Real Estate – Community Impact

Join us for a presentation regarding buying and selling real estate from a realtor 
and lender’s perspective. Learn tips to save time, money, and frustration whether 

you are thinking about buying, selling or refinancing real estate. Learn how to 
protect yourself during a rising interest rate environment and what not to do when 
buying and selling real estate. Patrick Ryan of Sotheby’s International Realty and 
Jeff McMullen from Kal Financial are two local experts that enjoy sharing their 

knowledge to help demystify the process.  
Details:

Wednesday, January 2, 2019, 2:30pm-4:00pm
The Carmel Foundation’s Diment Hall, SE Corner 8th  & Lincoln, Carmel

This presentation is free and open to the public
Space is limited to 100

For more information, please contact Leticia Garcia, Director of Support Services 
at 831.620.8705 or  lgarcia@carmelfoundation.org.

The Carmel Foundation hosts weekly Wednesday Programs- a lecture, entertain-
ment, or educational presentation such as a Cooking Demo with Myra Goodman, Mon-
terey’s La Merienda Celebration or a monthly Wellness Series with VNA & Hospice.

About The Carmel Foundation
The Carmel Foundation is an organization that serves members 55 and better in 

the Monterey County area and beyond. The Foundation is located in Carmel on the 
southeast Corner of 8thand Lincoln. The Carmel Foundation gives seniors an oppor-
tunity to live productive, enriching lives by offering a luncheon program, homebound 
meal delivery, free medical equipment loans, in-home services and respite grants, free 
lending library, Saturday movie, Technology Center, low-income housing, and more 
than 60 classes and activities each week.   For more information, contact Kimberly 

School kids went caroling downtown Pacific Grove this week, stopping at var-
ious merchants to entertain and singing on the sidewalk. Photo by Webster 
Slate.

Caroling for Shoppers

Single women outpace single men on 
the path to homeownership
Source: LendingTree
 

American wage disparity keeps the average American woman making 20 cents less 
than her male counterpart, but data suggests that when it comes to homeownership—
single women take the lead.  Single women own 70,000 more homes in metro areas 
than single men.

LendingTree’s latest analysis revealed that on average, single women own around 
22% of homes, compared to less than 13% of single men.

According to LendingTree, in all of the 50 largest metropolitan areas, on average, 
single women own 70,000 more homes than their single male counterparts.

The report utilized data from the United States Census Bureau’s 2017 American 
Community Survey, defining single homeowners as single men or women who live in 
owner-occupied homes.

The report indicated that across the country, New Orleans is the metro area where 
single women own the largest share of owner-occupied homes. In this area, single 
women own 27% of homes, whereas single men own only 15%. That’s nearly half as 
many homes.

However, in Oklahoma City, single men own the highest share of homes than 
anywhere else in the country, coming in at 16%. Despite this, single men still own far 
fewer homes than single women, who own 24% of residential properties in the area, 
according to LendingTree.

Overall, LendingTree’s research reveals that wage disparities are not preventing 
single women from entering the housing market and when it comes to homeownership 
determination—they are thriving.

NOTE: The percentage of homeowners who were either single men or women 
in a metro was calculated by dividing the number of homes occupied by either single 
male or female homeowners by the total number of owner-occupied homes in an area, 
according to the company.  

City Hall Closes for Holidays
Pacific Grove City Hall will be closed for the holidays of Christmas December 25, 

2018 and New Year’s Day, January 1, 2019.
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Random Thoughts
Jane Roland

They Called Her ‘Angel’

The Following is a story written a few years ago and which I have been asked to 
repeat it is a good Christmas Tail….also I have been urged to do more animal stories…
Remember there is our book “Tuesdays With Gene” available on Amazon, at the shop 
or Mashia and Friends on Cannery Row…there will be a book launching after the first 
of the year…keep your eye out for big news. 

They Called Her Angel
It was a halcyon day on Janus Hill high on Jack’s Peak. Phil and Jesma Smith 

were enjoying cocktails on the patio.  The Smiths were parents of Becky Flavin, our 
next door neighbor, about whom I have written several times. The Flavins are a good 
source of material for this column as they have had animal family members over the 
years that offer fodder for pet “tails”...

Jesma was a delightful woman with a wickedly divine sense of humor.   Once when 
she was parked in her gold Rolls Royce down town Carmel a bum walked by, turned 
and stuck his head in the window. “Oh my,” he said scornfully “you must be rich”... 
Jesma didn’t bat an eyelash “yes, she replied “filthy.” Another time she told of her 
mother who was waiting in the same car outside of what was Purity Market. She insisted 
Jesma go in and pick up the newspaper “but” she remonstrated “I want the free one.”

The Smiths entertained often, with panache, events in which we were fortunate 
enough to be included.  There were luncheons for men and women (never at the same 
time) with piano recitals given by the hostess and three of her equally accomplished 
friends. Great food and lots to drink. We enjoyed lavish and delightful cocktail parties.   
They were an ebullient, hospitable couple.

They lived across the road from Dr. and Mrs. Robert Malloy a veterinarian and his 
wife.  Both were devoted to animals and had llamas which were adorable, but known 
to spit fiercely on friend or foe if the mood arose.

On this particular afternoon the third member of the Smith party was their beautiful, 
white, long haired kitty with hypnotic green eyes. She would stroll by and rub against 
her people, hoping for a treat or a pet. Finally Kitty was bored and roamed around 

looking for something else to do.
That something presented itself as a 

skinny eucalyptus tree and up she scam-
pered with delight, she perched on a top 
limb and preened.  As twilight gave way to 
night, Phil and Jesma picked up their drinks 
and started inside...”Come, Kitty” The fe-
line started down and then froze with horror.  
What had become an easy ascent was too 
frightening to attempt a climb down.  She 
sat down on a branch and yowled.  “Oh, 
Phil, what will we do?  We can’t leave 
her up there”. After much pondering they 
came upon a solution, standing on a ladder 

they offered bits of caviar, and then smoked salmon.  Kitty would not be enticed. She 
was adamant.  Finally the man of the household got a rope which he tossed over the 
limb holding the cat, it came down, down, victory was in sight, the rope broke the tree 
branch snapped and Kitty went flying over 
their heads into the night.

They looked over hill and dale. They 
called the rescue groups and police. This 
was prior to the days of computer chips for 
identification. Finally it was determined that 
Kitty was either dead from being catapaulted 
over the hills (forgive the pun) or provided a 
lovely morsel for a mountain lion.  The life of 
the Smiths returned to normal, bridge games, 
musicals, parties and tennis. 

Some time later, they were invited to 
their neighbors, the Malloys, for drinks.  It was a beautiful evening in the Carmel Hills 
where one could look forever on either side to the Pacific and Monterey Bay.  As they 
chatted, a lovely white cat strolled over; rubbed against legs and purred with approval.  
Finally it chose a lap, Jesma’s. As it curled around its soft nest, kneading a little, Jesma 
felt a tinge of familiarity.   The green eyes started back at her. “Where did you get this 
beautiful kitty?” she asked “Oh, it was really amazing, a miracle, you might say.  One 
night she came flying through the air and landed in the pasture. Isn’t she sweet?  We 
call her Angel” Mrs. Malloy, the former movie star, Kim Novak, strolled over, cuddled 
the creature and kissed her on the nose.    

.

.Jane Roland manages the PacRepNeverland Benefit Shop at 1219 D Forest 
Avenue. Neverland  has a Face Book page. Check it out https://www.facebook.
com/NEVERLAND    invite your friends to “like” us … remember all funds raise 
support Pacific Repertory Theatre, and its constant quest to bring quality theatre to 
the Monterey Peninsula..

gcr770@aol.com or Jane Roland – 649-0657

Kim Novak Malloy

Kristina Kringle,
A True Story 
By Kimberly Brown

My name is Kristina Kringle, I am 19 years old. I came into being in December 
1987. I am the happy ending to a woman’s journey of transformation.

I first saw the woman 49 days before Christmas. She was in extreme pain, the kind 
that permeates from one’s center to every cell of one’s body. It is terrifying to be in that 
much pain. One wonders if it can even be survived. 

How she got there is immaterial. We know that she is not the only one who expe-
rienced it, nor will she be the last. We just pray that people who experience deep core 
pain recover to wholeness. 

Over the 19 years, I have watched this woman do exactly that. Not only has she done 
it for herself―for brief moments she offers others the opportunity to lighten their hearts. 

This is our story. In that dreadful December the woman was invited to a Ch- rist-
mas party. She was in so much pain she couldn’t fathom being gay or cheerful even 

for a moment. 
Although she was very responsible at her job; arrived on time, did what was 

expected, when her shift ended, as she walked out of the building her eyes welled up 
in tears. She would tell herself, “Please not now, give me 5 or 10 minutes―just don’t 
come while I am around people that I know. You must wait.” 

At the bus stop―less than a 5 minute walk –  she would cry, sob, and through her 
jolts, she managed to pull out a notebook. In that notebook, she would write letters. 
Sometimes it was addressed to herself, other letters would be addressed to the people who 
hurt her, other times they would be addressed to God or to a being greater than herself. 

These letters were so horrifying, it was as if they were on fire. The woman thought 
that some were so hot, they would spontaneously combust. (The letters were never 
mailed. They weren’t supposed to be.) The woman was scared, she was angry, she was 
enraged. She must write her way through the pain. 

It was during this time that she was invited to the Christmas party. She so badly 
wanted to decline. Her friends thought of every means possible for her to say yes. 
They offered to pick her up, they offered her to stay the night, they offered to make 
her breakfast the following day, they offered her the opportunity to be out of her pain. 

As she listened to all that they offered, she accepted on one condition. She must be 
allowed to wear a green pinafore apron with white ruffles and a Santa hat. She refused 
to attend the party in her so called, “street clothes”. Let me clarify that she was not a 
lady of the night.

This is where I, Kristina Kringle come in, however the woman doesn’t know me 
yet. As a matter of fact, I am a secret to her for many years. 

She puts on the green pinafore apron with white ruffles and a Santa hat. Looks in 
the mirror, she asks her reflection straight in the puffy cried out eyes, “How can I be 
sad, knowing that I look like this?” 

For that one evening the woman makes conversation, people compliment her, she 
is in the group photos, she is a part of the party, she is in hope. 

A week later, it is Christmas Eve. The woman is dreading going to work. Ch- rist-
mas is a time of romance, joy, and laughter. The woman is in her grief. She re- ceives 
permission from her boss to don her elf costume (the green pinafore apron with white 

SEE KRISTINA Next page

Kristina Kringle, in her green pinafore with...
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Welcome 
to the 
family,
Sandra!

Sandra Stella may be new to us, 
but she’s no stranger to the 
Monterey community. With nearly 

20 years of compassionately caring for families, she is 
ready to guide you at your time of need or help you 
preplan for the future. Sandra and her team are here to 
help 24 hours a day – 365 days a year.

Sandra Stella, 
General Manager

1915 Ord Grove Ave. 
Seaside, CA 93955

831-394-1481
SeasideFunerals.com

450 Camino El Estero 
Monterey, CA 93940

831-375-4129
MissionMortuary.com

FD1451

FD814

ruffles and a Santa hat). Her pockets are lined with candy canes to give to children and 
their parents as she sees them. 

She sees me, Kristina Kringle, simply as Santa’s elf. 
She dons herself as an elf with each passing year only as the situation presents 

itself. Such as the days her family or friends decorate their Christmas trees and she 
goes to help out. One year she decorated four trees in a week, it was fun. She always 
dresses as me, Kristina Kringle on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Yet, the woman 
continues to have no recognition of me. 

We see the years pass by, the woman returns to school, graduates from college, falls 
in love and is married. She continues to celebrate the holidays in her elf costume, only 
it has grown. One year she purchased a pair of red sequined slip-on shoes with Santa 
faces on the tops. Another year, it was a pair of white polar fleece mittens, another year 
it was a snowman purse, she calls “Snowden.” The purchase of all purchases was a pair 
of red and white striped Raggedy Ann type tights. The woman bought two packages 
just in case. I am pleased to report that both pairs are in excellent condition. 

Her husband even bought a bracelet for the elf costume followed by a necklace. 
And yet, the woman and her husband still do not know me, Kristina Kringle. 

Over these 5 or 6 years of donning her elf clothes, she meets Santa and his wife. 
Upon occasion, she will make an appearance with them, yet I am not known to her 
until one magical, memorable evening. After meeting with Santa, the woman attended 
a neighborhood party, dressed as me, from head to toe. She looked radiant. The host 
and hostess provided a traditional English Christmas dinner with Yorkshire Pudding 
and all of the works. 

After the dinner was eaten, the guests were seated at the table enjoying dessert. The 
host looks straight at the woman’s eyes and tells her, “I know who you are.” 

She replied, “Yes, I know that you know me”. He answers, “That’s not what I mean. 
After a pause, he claims, “You’re Kristina Kringle.” 

The woman looks back at his eyes, ponders the name, continues looking not at him 
but looking back at all of the years of donning her elf clothes and what it had meant for 
her over the years, reprieve from her pain and joy to others. 

Moments later she acknowledges the name, my name, Kristina Kringle. The woman 
likes it―loves it. 

She says to herself, “I am Kristina Kringle” Ponders more upon my name. The 
woman is elated. She is named, I am named, I have a title. The woman embraced me, 
Kristina Kringle. 

She informs the host that she cannot be referred to as Mrs. Claus because Mrs. 
Claus has been around for centuries, just like Santa. So the woman decides that Kristina 
Kringle must be Santa’s young cousin. That works. 

I don’t know how old I was when I finally got named. I presume it to be about 7 
years. Now I am 19. 

I share my story with you because this has been one of my best year’s ever. The 
woman and her husband travelled a lot this year, they studied a foreign language. While 
they were away, they thought of me and bought me a new apron. It’s red plaid, light-
weight cotton pinafore. Imagine, buying Kristina Kringle a present in May. 

I was thought about again in September. The woman makes quilts and sometimes 
dolls. I now have 24 pairs of Christmas socks; they are all unique in design and color. 
The woman made me a Sock Advent Calendar. It has 24 pockets. Each pocket is 12 
inches by 12 inches, lined with white fabric and a white ruffle. The pockets are prints 
of children playing in the snow. The colors are all bright red, green, white, and blue. 
It’s happy and reminds the woman and her husband of me, Kristina Kringle. The piece 
is 7 feet tall by 43 inches wide. It is brilliant. 

In November, the calendar gets hung and the pockets are filled. From December 
1 on, a pair of socks are removed each day. I, Kristina Kringle, come out to play. This 
year, I appeared with Santa, four times, I’ve gone to church, I even went to work and 
was gainfully employed for three days. I received a handsome paycheck just for being 
me, Kristina Kringle. 

I almost forgot. While the woman was shopping in December, she bought me a 
jewelry box. This is not an ordinary box with drawers and compartments for rings, 
necklaces, and bracelets. This jewelry box is a red wire meshed sleigh. Inside the sleigh 
I store my three little purses and two pairs of gloves. The outside mesh is adorned with 
my earrings, Christmas pins, hairclips, and necklaces. In front of the  

sleigh are three special pipecleaner bracelets (red, green and white) all braided by 
a special little girl. 

My 19th year has been truly the best. I’ve been thought about many more times 
this year than usual. 

A couple of years ago, the woman’s husband asked her, “Why do you do it, you 
know, dress as Kristina Kringle?”

The woman thoughtfully, lovingly responded, “Do you remember the woman we 
saw this morning? She looked so sad. When she looked up and saw me as Kristina 
Kringle, her face broke into a smile?”

The woman ended, ‘That’s why I do it.”  
 

Junco hyemalis

Dark-eyed Juncos are small songbirds found in forested 
areas of the western United States. Our local variety, the 
Oregon Junco, can be spotted in backyards year-round. 
All varieties of Junco have white tail feathers that are 
visible when flying or hopping. Dark-eyed Juncos mainly 
eat seeds in the winter, but their diets can also include 
small insects and berries, depending on the season. 

Wildlife Spotlight
by Dan Bohrman

Dark-eyed Junco

PKRISTINA From Page 16

Republican Women to Meet
The Monterey Peninsula Republican Women Federated luncheon meeting will be 

held on January 10 at Palo Corona Regional Park 4860 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel. 
Begins at 11:30 AM. The Guest Speaker is Karen Watson. Ms. Watson created gop.
buzz, an Internet portal for Republican events nationwide. She has authored several 
books including, ‘Being Black and Republican in the Age of Obama’ and ‘How the 
Democrats stole the black vote and How the Republicans can win it back’. Cost $25 
members and $30 guests (Includes lunch).  Men are always welcome to attend. RSVP 
831-484-1104  or  info@mprwf.org. Reservations are required.

SPCA Urges Community to 
Be Cautious about Door to 
Door Solicitation

 
The SPCA for Monterey County has received multiple reports of people soliciting 

door to door asking for donations to “the humane society”. The solicitors lead residents 
to believe they are fundraising for the local SPCA. These fundraisers are not being 
performed on behalf of the SPCA, and it appears they are fraudulent. 

The two most recent reports received by the SPCA occurred this Monday and 
Tuesday and were from La Salle Avenue as well as Waring Street between Ord Grove 
and Military Avenue in Seaside. This same issue with a similar description of the 
solicitors took place in September on Prescott Avenue in Monterey and Surf Avenue 
in Pacific Grove, and in South Salinas in November. Residents reported the solicitors 
as demanding and aggressive, most recently knocking on doors at 8:00 and 9:00 in 
the evening.

The SPCA urges residents to be cautious when answering door to door solicitations. 
Please contact your local police department if this happens or has happened to you.

While the SPCA relies on local donations to make all our programs and services 
possible, this is not how we ask for gifts. Your compassionate donor dollars make all the 
difference, allowing us to help pets, people, and wildlife in need in Monterey County. 
The SPCA is not a chapter of any other agency, we don’t have a parent organization, 
and we don’t receive tax dollars. We do not solicit door to door. 

You can safely give this holiday season to help local pets in need by calling 831-
373-2631 or online at www.SPCAmc.org/donate.

 The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for Monterey County 
is your nonprofit, independent, donor-supported humane society that has been serving 
the animals and people of Monterey County since 1905. The SPCA is not a chapter 
of any other agency and does not have a parent organization.  They shelter homeless, 
neglected and abused pets and livestock, and provide humane education and count-
less other services to the community. They are the local agency you call to investigate 
animal cruelty, rescue and rehabilitate injured wildlife, and aid domestic animals in 
distress. Online at www.SPCAmc.org.
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By Wanda Sue Parrott

Two nights before Santa’s big gig in the Macy’s 
Christmas parade, he went on his annul post-Halloween 
bender. He chugged a jug of egg nog as his bewildered 
wife Merry stared at his costume.

“The Lone Ranger?” Merry asked. “Why not Rob-
in Hood, as you’ve been for...”

“About shree hunerd years.” Santa’s cowboy shirt 
popped a button.

Merry humored him. “Where’s your sidekick, 
Tonto? It’s awfully quiet aroun...” 
“I givum zuh resta his life off.”

“Seriously, Santa, where are all our elves? The 
North Pole isn’t exactly celebration city. Where’d they 
go?”

Santa rolled his brown eyes toward his bushy 
white eyebrows and pointed skyward with his pug 
nose.

“Shumwhere up there.”
Merry spotted a glowing disc among the stars. Its 

flashing red and green lights spun like a neon Christ-
mas frisbee. “Those lights are our elves?”

“Nah. Zat;s a craft. All zuh elves’re onboard.”
“A UFO?”
Santa nodded. “Recruitment Ship for earth’s next 

great immortal heroes.”
“Aliens?”
“Yup. Our elves ain’t elves any more.”
“What are they?”
“Gettin’ Christmas makeovers to become Grays.”
“What are Grays”
Zuh good aiens.” Santa lifted another draught of 

nog as a toast to the future. He offered his mug to Mer-
ry. “They got those big almond-shaped eyes.”

“No thanks. You know Im a teetotaler, Santa.”
Santa removed his white felt cowboy hat in salute 

to the starship.
“Ish makeover time for humanity.” He turned to 

Merry. “Ish makeover tie for us, too.” He mustered as 
sober a voice as an intoxicated myth can manage. “I’m 
going as kids’ most-loved masked man. What’re you 
donna do, Merry? Make yourself over or reinvent your-
self? Zere’s a big difference, but you gotta be willing to 
die for what you get in either case.”

Merry turned from Santa’s penetrating stare. 
“We’ll talk about it when the holiday season’s over.”

“Nah. Not thish time.”
•
Merry couldn’t see the tears in Santa’s eyes be-

cause he stumbled out the door and staggered toward 
the reindeer corral. It glowed with silver luminescence 
generated by dying ice that was melting from global 
warming.

Merry followed a few feet behind the CEO who 
operated North Pole Enterprises for love, not money. 
Santa’s museum-quality Historical Heroes Collec-
tion consisted of miniature dolls with porcelain faces 
hand-painted by the elves. Merry designed one hu-
man-sized costume from each character’s lifetime, and 
the elves sewed miniature replicas for the porcelain 
figures whose likenesses spanned the gamut of human 
history. “Merry caught up with Santa. “Without a labor 
force, who’ll help fill Christmas Eve stockings?”

“Schtand ins.”

“Who?”
“False Santas.”
“Such as?”
“Parents. Advertisers. Bankers.”
“How will we make next year’s dolls?”
“Outsource ‘em to China. No one’ll notisch or 

care.”
“But you’re the real Santa!”
“Folks won’t miss what they don’t know.”
•
In the corral, Santa approached Dasher. “Merry, 

let’s saddle up old Silver here.”
“Dasher? His antlers are brittle like our bones.”
“Change’ll do ush all good.”
“What’s this makeover kick you’re on?”
“I watched a reun of Oprah about making your-

self over. I’m zuh Lone ranger. Who do you want to 
become?”

Merry followed as Santa led Dasher to the tack 
room and found a bit made from old harness parts. 
Dasher snorted as Santa tried to force the gadget be-
tween his teeth. “Merry, whack the old rump. Gently.”

She smack Santa’s behind.
“Not my butt! His!”
Dasher reared on his hind legs and the bit slid into 

place, reins hanging from two metal rings from which 
the rusty sleigh bells jangled. After Dasher calmed 
down, Santa stood on a footstool and mounted the 
reindeer’s old gray hair. “Forget the shaddle. He’s too 
schwaybacked.” Then, with a nudge from Santa’s high-
heeled western boot, Dasher took off as Santa shouted, 
“Hi-yo, Silver. Away!”

And Merry heard him explain as they flew out of 
sight, “Merry Christmas to all, and to all a goodbye.”

Then what to her wondering eyes did appear? A 
UFO’s bright beam, and she cried out, “Oh dear!”

•
Widow’s tears fell into the dregs of Santa’s drink. 

Merry Claus kissed the prints of Santa’s lips, gulped 
what was left of his nog grog, then locked the Hostori-
cal Heroes Collection under glass, blowing her favorite 
role models a final farewell kiss.

Beloved ancient wives were Eve, mother of man-
kind, in figskin fabric as soft as lambskin; Mrs. Noah, 
mother of survivors; and Isis, virgin mother of Ancient 
Egypt’s god-child Horus.

More recent heroines included Mary, virgin mother 
of modern civilizaion’s god-child Jesus; and Kris and 
Kate Kringle, god-parents of Santa Claus.

Single historic heroines were Salome, dancer in 
seven veils; Cleopatra, who died by self-inflicted as 
bite; Joan of Arc, female knight burned at the stake; 
Mother Teresa, saint; and Merry’s secret heroine, Lady 
Godiva, euestrienne clad only in her own long white 
hair.

Lady Godiva had made history by riding bareback 
in the nude through the streets. Merry admired her 
nerve.

Merry’s glance shifted o the comic characters wing 
of the museum. Focusing on the miniature porcelain 
likenesses of the Lone Ranger and his faithful sidekick 
Tonto, she sobbed, “Yu’re part of me. I’ll carry you 
always in my heart.”

As she retreated, she thought, I no longe have an 
identity. Now what do I do?”

•
Merry released the reindeer to forage for tundra 

grass, then donned Santa’s finest red velvet suit and 
tied his waist-length curly beard behind her ears.

Secured by his ermine-trimmed had, Santa’s hair-
piece was so perfect a disguise that the Macy’s Lear Jet 
pilot didn’t suspect his ho-ho-o speaking passenger was 
a stand-in in distress.

•
In New York City, Macy’s parade-goers cheered 

the sleigh float through howling winds and falling 
snow.

Merry thought, waving and smiling: Makeover was 
easy thus far, starting with my change of appearance. 
But reinventing oneself also means changing one’s 
character.

How?
How do I end my life as Mrs. Santa Claus, or as 

Mrs. Merry Widow, indepent woman with my own...
my own...what?

After the parade, she took a hot shower, ordered 
a shaker of cranberry-cinnamon egg nog, and went to 
bed.

Merry woke at 4 a.m., inspired.
Leaving her hotel in full Santa regalia, she trudged 

through the blizzed-strength snow. In central Park she 
found the riderless horse she’d dreamed Santa was 
sending for her.

Merry dragged a trash can to the statue’s base, 
stood on it, and mounted the steed. “I’m coming, ke-o-
sabe,” she whispered. Skin-purpling frostbite had crept 
up her toes and calves and invaded her thighs when 
Merry finally saw the UFO beam approaching through 
the darkness and realized she’d made a bad decision.
She tried to shout, “Go away! I am originator, not an 
imitator!” as she attempted to dismount and flee. But 
she was immobile, a rigid  ice statue from her waist to 
her toes.

The light grew larger as the craft neared.
I’ll prove I’ve designed the perfect costume, the 

Naked Self.
Merry’s stiff fingers ripped Santa’s coat open. It 

slid down her arms and hit the ground. She snatched 
Santa’s cap with two claws and flung it at the blinding 
circle of light. Her frozen thumbs shifted the beard, 
twisting it until the knot was under her chin and the 
wavy locks flowed like luminous angel hair over her 
bare shoulders and naked, sagging breasts.

She sighed a stream of steam as the light engulfed 
her.

“Ma’am...hey, lady!”
The voice stimulated her consciousness. “Lady, 

that’s me...”
The cop shined his flashlight into her eyes.
“Mmmmm...” she wheezed, unable to blink as her 

eyes froze wide open.
“You’re alive!”
“Ummmm...”
:What’s your name, lady?”
Lady. “L-l-lady G-g-go-go-...”
“Is that your first or last name?”
Her breath jangled like shiny new sleigh bells. 

“I’m Godiva. Mrs. Godvica Tonto Claus.”

The End

Christmas Makeovers: A Short Story

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has awarded more than 
$187.3 million to California for drinking 
water and wastewater infrastructure im-
provements.  

“These funds will be used for 183 
local projects that will boost the economy 
while improving water systems,”  said EPA 
Pacific Southwest Regional Administrator 
Mike Stoker. “EPA is committed to invest-
ing in local infrastructure that will benefit 
the communities we serve.”

EPA awarded $187.3 million to Cali-
fornia’s Clean Water and Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund (SRF) programs. 
These federal funds are supplemented 
with state funding sources, which together 
provide low-interest loans for wastewater 
and drinking water infrastructure projects. 
As money is repaid to the revolving loan 
fund, California funds new infrastructure 
projects.

“As we deal with an unprecedented 
demand for clean drinking water, the two 
State Revolving Fund programs will play a 
significant role in the State Water Board’s 
commitment to protect public health and 

water quality,”  said  California State 
Water Resources Control Board Division 
of Financial Assistance Deputy Director 
Leslie Laudon. “The funds will address a 
variety of crucial needs, from upgrading 
and consolidating small, struggling water 
systems to recycling wastewater, recharg-
ing groundwater and replenishing drinking 
water supplies. Simply put, these funds 
help make California water safer, more 
accessible and sustainable as the state 
faces a variety of daunting challenges in 
the years ahead.”

The state’s Drinking Water SRF re-
ceived more than $72.5 million for drink-

ing water infrastructure improvements to 
public water systems including:
• The Indio Water Authority  will con-

solidate two small local water systems 
serving disadvantaged communities 
into the Indio Water Authority to pro-
vide a reliable supply of water that 
meets drinking water standards.

• The South Tahoe Public Utilities Dis-
trict  will install approximately 6,200 
linear feet of new waterline and replace 
approximately 6,200 linear feet of wa-
terline. The program will also include 
installation of fire hydrants, pressure 
regulating valves, air release valves, 
water services, meters, valve clusters, 
and paving, to provide reliable service 
to its customers.

• The state’s Clean Water SRF received 
more than $114.7 million to support a 
variety of water infrastructure improve-
ment projects, including the following:

• The East Valley Water District  and 
the San Bernardino Valley Municipal 
Water District will construct the Ster-
ling Natural Resource Center from the 
ground up. The treatment plant will 
use the most advanced technology—a 

membrane bioreactor-- to produce 
tertiary treated, recycled wastewater 
that meets all applicable requirements 
to recharge the Bunker Hill Ground-
water Basin and ensure local supplies 
of drinking water for the community. 
  

• The City of El Centro  will upgrade 
the wastewater treatment plant’s high-
speed aeration blowers. Aeration is an 
integral part of the treatment process 
and updating to efficient blowers will 
reduce the plant’s energy use by 34% 
annually and create significant savings.

EPA has awarded more than $5 billion 
to California’s Clean Water and Drinking 
Water SRF programs since their inception 
in 1988 and 1996, respectively. These 
funds support California’s efforts to ad-
dress an estimated $70.5 billion worth of 
water infrastructure needs.

For more information on EPA’s SRF 
programs, please visit: 
www.epa.gov/drinkingwatersrf 
www.epa.gov/cwsrf

For more information on water pro-
grams in EPA’s Pacific Southwest Region, 
please visit:  www.epa.gov/region9/water     

 

EPA awards California $187 million for drinking water and wastewater projects
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CEDAR STREET SUMMIT—Part 21
Santa Claus Does Not Stop Here

Wanda Sue Parrott
Homeless in Paradise

THE NIGHTS BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS

Following your heart isn’t easy if it’s 
also against the law.

If you could vote on the immigration 
issue right now, would you say yes, no or 
maybe to the sanctuary issue?

How about allowing asylum seekers 
into the U.S.?

If you’re okay with allowing a selec-
tive few, such as the very young, elderly 
and most-infirm migrants to come in 
now and take care of legalistic and other 
asylum-seekers later, welcome to friends 
of the Love Knows No Border group of 
caring citizens.

Who are they?
They’re peninsulans who ring the 

symbolic Christmas Bell of Justice all 
year long.

For instance, a week of action starting 
December 10 was co-sponsored by the 
American Friends Service Committee 
(Quakers) and Unitarian Universalist As-
sociation & Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee campaign. 

It concluded on December 18, Inter-
national Migrants Day. 

Love Knows No Borders
More than 400 faith leaders gathered 

at the border in Tijuana to stand in human-
itarian solidarity with the migrant caravan 
and all who seek refuge in the U.S.

Reverends Axel and Elaine Gehrmann 
of the Unitarian Universalist Church of the 
Monterey Peninsula were there on Mon-
day, the 70th anniversary of the adoption 
of the United Nations’ “Declaration of 
Human Rights.”

According to Rev. Axel, “It was a 
powerful event that provided us a visceral 
sense of the tension and human toll of 
our country’s immigration policies, and 
a heightened understanding of our role in 
challenging the status quo, and promoting 
human rights for all, as our first UU prin-
ciple calls for us to do—at the border and 
right here in Monterey County.”

The protest called on the U.S. to end 
the detention and deportation of immi-
grants, respect the human right to migrate, 
and end the militarism of the border.

Present conditions contravene the 
principles established in the thirty articles 
of the Declaration of Human Rights, Arti-
cle 24 of which states:

 “Everyone has the right to rest and 
leisure, including reasonable limitation 
of working hours and periodic holidays 
with pay.”

Current detention of men, women and 
children forces working-age migrants to 
waste time during mandatory stretches of 
idle waiting time which break adult spirits 
and bore youngsters. 
On Christmas Eve, will migrant 
kids wait for a Santa who never 
comes?

No hate. No fear. Refugees 
are welcome here.

In a “Love Knows No Borders” re-
port to UUCMP congregants, Rev. Elaine 
Gehrmann says:

“Looking past the Border Patrol 
Guards in riot gear, through the gaps in 
the wire fence, we could see people on 
the other side.

“They could hear us singing ‘No hate, 
no fear. Refugees are welcome here.’

“Perhaps most striking to me was 
the intimidating sound of the helicopters 
circling overhead during our entire 4-hour 
march, and I can only imagine what they 
must sound like to those migrants who are 
already living in great fear.

“I am very glad that our presence 
helped to call attention to our moral op-
position to the inhumane treatment and 
policies being enacted by our government, 

and showed our care and concern for 
these vulnerable human beings.”

Rev. Elaine saw live children at the 
Tijuana border; elsewhere, one child died.

Dead girl had first pair of shoes
Jakelin Amei Rosmery Caal Maquin 

was only six when she and her father 
left Guatemala for their journey to the 
U.S. During the 2000-mile journey, she 
turned seven. 

Jakelin was wearing her birthday 
gift, her first pair of shoes, when she died 
December 8 of apparent sepsis shock 
while in the custody of the U. S. Border 
Patrol in New Mexico.
Who’ll fill her shoes? 
Summiteer Jonathan Shoemaker 
muses: 

 A History Lesson
By C. Jonathan Shoemaker, Carmel
Yes, I saw the towers crumble,
Saw them running, heard them cry,
Tasted dust and smelled the smoke,
And wondered why they had to die.
I saw the cloud at Hiroshima,
Heard the cries at Wounded Knee,
Saw them killing all the people,
Wondered why it wasn’t me.
How do I deserve to live
When Martin Luther King lies dead?
And when Pearl Harbor was attacked?
And Hitler made the streets run red?
If Japanese are rounded up,
Black children only raised to serve,
And women are just property,
What kind of life do I deserve?
What if we made up some rules
That are observed by everyone,
And we make sure that what we do
Does not spoil other people’s fun.
If we respect each other,
Appreciate each other’s worth,
And try to see their point of view,
Won’t we have a better Earth?
• The Unitarian Universalist 
Church of the Monterey Peninsula, 490 
Aguajito Rd., Carmel
Strongly supports social justice issues. 
It has been a sanctuary congregation 
since May. 
For details, visit www.uucmp.org or con-
tact office@uucmp.org, 831-624-7404.

Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at 831-
899-5887, amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.
com

Copyright 2018 by Wanda Sue 
Parrott

Their heads are bowed as if in silent prayer;
a few who sit upright have gone to sleep--
young migrants herded into this small crowd
like muted border cattle gather there--
until the youngest ones begin to weep
and Christmas bells for justice ring out loud.

Photo courtesy of Nicole Ramos via Facebook. Poem by Wanda Sue Parrott.

 
In a staged reading, playwright Carol Marquart captures 
the dual essence of a societal icon who redefined the 
concept of fame. Diana, Princess of Wales, is at a turning 
point in her life. Not yet officially separated from her 
husband, Prince Charles, Diana has invited tabloid writer, 
Jayne Morgan, to Kensington Palace. They have tea. They 
gossip. They share a few off-color jokes. Diana is every-
thing Jayne imagined her to be: charming, down-to-earth, 
glamorous and witty. Then things get serious. Diana begins 
to pour out her heart about secret miseries including her 

sense of betrayal by the Royal family and her husband’s infidel-
ity. At the end of the interview comes an unexpected revelation. 
 
Carol Marquart, playwright, is fascinated with the lives of fa-
mous people and revolutionary thinkers. Using local actors, she 
has written and presented her staged readings all over the Mon-
terey Peninsula. Her character studies include Diana, Princess of 
Wales, Kurt Vonnegut Jr., Mark Twain, The Duchess of Windsor, 
William Randolph Hearst, J. Paul Getty, Bette Davis, Louel-
la Parsons, Hedda Hopper, Mabel Dodge Luhan and Rasputin! 

The Gentrain Society of Monterey Peninsula College will sponsor this free public lecture in January and Febru-
ary, 2019.   For lengthier descriptions and illustrations for these talks please see the Gentrain website.

Wednesday, January 16, 2019 
Gentrain Society Lecture:   An Interview with Lady Di 

Monterey Peninsula College Lecture Forum 103 
1:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

Free; MPC Parking $3.00 
Information:  www.gentrain.org  ; tblumgm@gmail.com ; 372-0895

Gentrain Society Staged Reading
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Bill Cohen

Reasoning 
With God

What does God say about Jesus and Christmas?

Bay Cutters
MOVED TO

227 Grand Ave., Suite 4
Pacific Grove

in the Fountain Mall

Across the street from where 
we’re currently located

831-373-6565

‘Tis the Season for families to gather, tradition to reign, and gifts exchanged.  
But, why do these families gather and what is the true meaning of Christmas?  Let’s 
see what God has to say about it.  

Jer 1:4-5, “Then the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Before I formed 
thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sancti-
fied thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.”  God formed us, so doesn’t 
it make sense that He would know who we are, His individual purpose for each 
of our lives and what we need?  Ps 139:1-3, “ O lord, thou hast searched me, and 
known me. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my 
thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted 
with all my ways.”  

Including our need for a savior?  Rom 3:23, “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God;”

God told us, some 1,500 years before Jesus’ birth, that Jesus is His Son and that 
God would send Jesus to bless those who put their trust in Him, Ps 2:7, 12, “I will 
declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I 
begotten thee…Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his 
wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.”  Then, 
God had Daniel give us the date of Jesus’ birth some 500 years before it happened, 
Dan 9:24-25, “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy 
city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconcilia-
tion for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that 
from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the 
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street 
shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.”  And, the wise men used 
this prophecy to determine the date they would look for the star, which would guide 
them to Jesus’ birthplace, Numb 24:17, “I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold 
him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of 
Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth.”  

God’s prophecies are available to all, however, only those among us willing to 
humble ourselves will be able to use them to witness their fulfillment and thus learn 
to believe Him and His Word, Matt 2:1, 10-11, “Now when Jesus was born in Beth-
lehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from 
the east to Jerusalem…When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary 
his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their 
treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.”  These 
wise men trusted God and traveled over 600 miles to find the truth of the Messiah’s 
birth, without the benefit of modern transportation.  When they found Him, they 
humbled themselves before Him and celebrated His birth with great joy!  Many who 
count themselves wise have ignored the prophecies and thus have not learned to be-

lieve, sadly leaving them without the faith God offers to all, Rom 1:22, 25, “Profess-
ing themselves to be wise, they became fools…Who changed the truth of God into a 
lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for 
ever. Amen.” 

God is searching for those of us willing to admit we are lost, Eze 34:11, “For 
thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them 
out.”  Some 600 years after Ezekiel’s prophecy, God sent Jesus to find us, Lk 19:10, 
“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  Picture the 
great rejoicing in heaven each time one of us is saved, Matt 18:11-13, “For the Son 
of man is come to save that which was lost. How think ye? if a man have an hundred 
sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and 
goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? And if so be that he 
find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and 
nine which went not astray.”  Jesus came for all of us willing to accept Him as our 
savior, especially the lost among us.

When Jesus was ready to begin His ministry, God made it clear to all willing to 
hear, Matt 3:16-17, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of 
the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Before Jesus came, we were all dead in our sins.  Sure, people sacrificed spotless 
lambs to atone for their sins, but that only lasted until their next sin.  Those sacrific-
es were meant to foreshadow Jesus’ coming.  Those sacrifices were meant to teach 
us that sin causes great pain and suffering.  Most of us hide our conscious thoughts 
from the pain our sins cause.  The pain is still there, we just want to hide it because 
we want our sins more than we want to stop the pain.  But, hiding did not work for 
Adam and Eve and it will not work for us, Gen 3:9, “And the Lord God called unto 
Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?”  God already knew where they were and 
why they were hiding, as He knows where we are and why we are hiding.  The stress 
caused by our hiding leads to more problems than any other single thing we can 
do, and it is the most significant cause of this countries health issues.  Our society 
is willing to hide from this truth, by taking drugs to deal with the symptoms.  Only 
God’s peace can relieve the stress problem in our society; for stress is the result of 
living our lives in defiance of God’s will.  To better understand stress and how it 
creates dangerous levels of cortisol in our bodies, follow this link to get the whole 
story:  https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-athletes-way/201301/cortisol-
why-the-stress-hormone-is-public-enemy-no-1

Jesus came to free us from our chains of bondage and the endless cycle of our 
own sins.  He knows we cannot free ourselves.  Freedom from the chains of bondage 
does not mean we sin no more, it means we allow ourselves to feel remorse for those 
sins and admit that we have sinned.  We no longer try to hide our sins; we no longer 
pretend we have never sinned.  After admitting our sins we repent and look for ways 
to prevent repeating those sins, Lk 5:31-32, “And Jesus answering said unto them, 
They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  When we are so self-righteous that we feel 
we have never sinned, we will not hear Jesus calling us to repentance.

Our attempts to project the image of a sinless life are futile.  We try and hide 
the guilt we feel, but it only leads us to demonstrate our sinful nature in ever more 
observable ways.  These demonstrations of who we believe we are, formed much 
earlier in our thoughts, then proceeded with small deeds of evil, while hiding our 
guilt even from our own conscious minds.  Our thoughts can grow into self-fulfill-
ing prophecies that escalate until one day our deeds are too evil and too observable 
to hide any longer.  Once others observe our deeds, the guilt and remorse we have 
buried for so long emerge in waves of emotion and relief.  We no longer have to pre-
tend.  The veil has been lifted.  If we reach out to God during this time, by opening 
the door to the possibility He exists, Jesus will enter our lives and show us His love, 
mercy, and forgiveness, which He has been waiting to show us from before time.  Je-
sus does this because of His great love for us, not because of anything we have done, 
however, we must invite Him into our lives, for He never forces us to do anything.  
Love never forces, it is humble, kind, forgiving and full of mercy, Tit 3:4-6, “For we 
ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts 
and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after 
that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;”

This is the gift Jesus brought us from heaven some two thousand years ago, 
and the angels still celebrate, Lk 15:10, “Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth” each time one of 
us opens the door and invites Jesus in, Rev 3:20, “Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with me.”  This is the joy we should experience when celebrat-
ing Christmas, and it is not Christmas without Christ!

May the joy of Jesus permeate your Christmas celebrations!

If you have comments about the blog you just read, want to express an opposing 
opinion, have suggestions for future topics, and/or want me to email you the blog 
weekly, just email me at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.
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WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE
Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111
1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)

Mon-Thu 4-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 11-10pm • Sun 12-9:30pm
www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

T he Fine s t  Gour me t  P izza

Winner of the 2010 PG Restaurant of the Year Award

Must present current coupon to get discount. 
Not combinable with other offers

EXPIRES 1-22-19

ONCE A YEAR BLOWOUT SALE
10% - 40% OFF

Dec 22nd - Jan 1st
~ Give Something Vintage This Year ~

Enjoy Hot Cocoa & Cookies
while browsing through two floors

of Antiques & Collectibles Happy Holidays

Register to win a $50.00 Gift Certificate

Sally Baho
Post Cards from the Kitchen
Mill Valley, California

Physio Thrive is a mobile physical therapy and wellness clinic that focuses 
on high quality care, with a full hour of one-to-one time dedicated to 

each client. Home visits or gym-based visits are provided for clients who 
are more comfortable being treated in their home or gym, or for clients 
who have a difficult time accessing a traditional physical therapy clinic 

due to mobility limitations. Physio Thrive also offers a wellness program 
for Medicare recipients who desire to maintain strength, flexibility, and 

decrease their risk for falls. 

Phone: 831-747-4040 | Website: www.physio-thrive.com

Pacific Grove

One of my favorite things about winter is using up my fall porch decorations, my 
pumpkins and squash, to make tasty treats. This past fall I went to Apple Hill near 
Placerville, I was attending a wedding, and I specifically picked out my pumpkins and 
squash with future consumption in mind. I picked them sturdy with no bruises or soft 
spots so they would last through the fall on my porch. This Saturday I cashed in on my 
decorations. I lounged around my house, reading and writing, even did some cleaning 
and tidying, while I roasting a pumpkin. I enjoyed the rain and Christmas music on the 
radio and the heat from the oven because, of course it took over an hour to cook the 
10-pound pumpkin. As the pumpkin cooled, I wrapped Christmas gifts. 

After I made the soup, I packed up a picnic basket with the soup, crème fraîche, 
and a loaf of French bread and walked two blocks down the street to my friend’s house 
to watch The National Lampoon’s Holiday Vacation, a classic American Christmas 
movie that I had never seen. It was the perfect way to spend a Saturday in December. 

I hope you have been enjoying your Saturdays and every-days in December. Maybe 
you will find the opportunity to make this soup, it is a crowd pleaser and unique to the 
season. I have already made three batches of it to use up my 10 pounds of pumpkin meat 
and so my parents, co-workers, friends, and I have all been thoroughly enjoying this 
treat. You can make it spicier if you like by increasing the amount of cayenne pepper. I 
also prefer a thicker soup so I use 2 pounds of pumpkin to the 4 cups of broth but this 
also depends on your preference and the juiciness of your pumpkin. 

Creamy Pumpkin Soup
4 tbsp. butter—if using salted, decrease the amount of salt you add to the soup 
1 white onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 tbsp. brown sugar
1/2 tsp. cinnamon 
1/4 tsp. freshly ground nutmeg
1/8 tsp. cayenne pepper, more if you like spicy 
Dash of salt 
1.5-2 lb. fresh roasted pumpkin meat, or canned pumpkin, it comes in 15 oz cans 
4 c. vegetable broth
1/2 c. whipping cream 
Crème fraîche for garnish 

In a heavy soup pot, melt the butter over medium heat until it begins to brown. 
Add the onions and sauté for about five minutes, stirring occasionally. Mix in the garlic, 
sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg, cayenne pepper, and salt and cook for three minutes. Add the 

pumpkin and broth. Remove the pot from the stove top and blend with an immersion 
blender until the mixture is creamy and no chunks remain. Return to medium heat and 
bring to a boil. Reduce heat to low and simmer for twenty minutes. Turn off heat, add 
cream, stir to incorporate, cover and let sit for ten minutes.

Serve with a dollop of crème fraîche and fresh bread for dipping. Enjoy with your 
favorite holiday movie and a glass of zinfandel or sauvignon blanc.  It goes great with 
both red and white wine! Light a fire to really feel in the Christmas spirit.

Just the thing for fall porch decorations
Just don’t use the ones that had candles in them
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Marty Dunn
Rovin’ in the Grove

Kyle Krasa

Planning for 
Each Generation

A key idea of estate planning is to preserve your wishes. It is important to have 
confidence that when you make an estate plan, it will be honored by future generations. In 
order to preserve such wishes, trusts typically become irrevocable upon the trust-maker’s 
death.  In certain circumstances, a trust might be irrevocable as soon as it is executed.  
The irrevocalbe nature of the trust is intended to create a legally binding agreement that 
will be enforced in the future, long after you have passed away. 

Although preserving your estate planning wishes is important, it is impossible to 
foresee all of the situations that could arise in the future. Changes in the law, changes in 
legal strategies, and changes in beneficiaries’ circumstances could make what was once 
a sensible plan obsolete. As a result, providing some method for the ability to change 
an otherwise irrevocable trust is important. 

The law has long recognized the need to be able to modify an outdated trust.  If the 
trust-maker is still living, upon consent by both the trust-maker and the beneficiaries, 
an irrevocable trust can be modified without court involvement pursuant to California 
Probate Code Section 15404.  However, since many trusts only become irrevocable upon 
the trust-maker’s death, the simple procedure under Section 15404 is often not available.  

If the trust-maker is incapacitated or deceased, then it is still possible to modify an 
irrevocable trust upon petitioning the court pursuant to either California Probate Code 
Section 15403 or 15409.  Section 15403 requires all of the beneficiaries to consent 
whereas Section 15409 requires a demonstration of a change in circumstances that 
frustrates the trust-maker’s intent. In both situations, the court must balance the reason 
for the change with the material purpose of the trust.

In an attempt to make modification of irrevocable trusts simpler, the California 
legislature recently passed a new law that allows for “trust decanting” in certain situa-
tions.  Just as old wine is “decanted” by pouring it into a new container and leaving the 
old sentiment behind, a trust can be “decanted” by “pouring” the trust assets into a new 
and improved trust, leaving the old and outdated provisions behind. The new California 
law allows for trust decanting as of January 1, 2019 even if the original trust did not 
specifically authorize trust decanting.  However, the new statute has several limitations. 

The law makes a distinction between whether the trustee has “expanded” discre-
tion to decide how to distribute the assets to the beneficiaries or whether the trustee 
has “limited” discretion.  If the trustee has “expanded” discretion, the trustee can make 
both administrative changes such as changing administrative powers of the trustee or 
changing the successor trustees, as well as make substantive changes such as eliminat-
ing a beneficiary or changing the standard of trust distributions.  “Limited” discretion 
is defined as the trustee being limited by an “ascertainable standard,” a guideline that 
governs the trustee’s discretion.  Because most trusts provide an “ascertainable standard,” 
trust decanting under the new California law is limited. 

The new law does not prohibit a trust from including more expansive trust decanting 
provisions or from introducing other ways to modify the trust in the future such as giving 
the beneficiary the power to change the remainder beneficiaries, giving the beneficiary 
the power to change trustees, and appointing a “trust protector” – an independent party 
who has certain amendment and administrative powers. However, the more expanded 
powers must be specifically included in the trust in order for them to be effective.

Most older trusts do not have comprehensive provisions that allow for flexibility 
in certain situations. As a result, it is generally a good idea that the California legis-
lature included the possibility of trust decanting over a trust that does not specifically 
authorize the practice.  However, the new trust decanting law is limited in its scope 
and application.  As a result, if your trust is still revocable, it is a good idea to consider 
whether it would be prudent for you to include your own trust decanting provisions 
or other methods to make the trust flexible in a changing world. 

KRASA LAW, Inc. is located at 704-D Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 
and Kyle may be reached at 831-920-0205. 

Disclaimer: This article is for general information only.  Reading this article does 
not establish an attorney/client relationship.  Before acting on any of the information 
provided in this article, you should consult a competent attorney who is licensed to 
practice law in your community. 

Decanting a Trust

While fretting again—still—about the state of our world and its natural resources, 
a lightbulb (low voltage) went on in my head.  It’s all about bookkeeping.  Just as we 
manage our personal finances with a budget, we need to budget our natural resources 
and parse them out in a thoughtful, careful manner to ensure that they last.

We will always make resource withdrawals—but what about deposits?  We draw 
water from rivers, energy from the ground and oceans, and grow our food in the soil.  
Other than rain and snow, though, there will be no further resource deposits in the 
world’s account, and certainly none that people can create.  Logically, then, we must 
manage what resources there are wisely, earning “interest” to extend their viability as 
long as possible.  That’s just good stewardship.

Governmental bodies, from local to international, make laws about protecting 
our resources, and the public adheres to these rules in varying degrees.  Recycling, 
home insulation, solar panels, water conservation—these are all common examples 
of resource protection that  Pagrovians can (and many do) participate in.  It took time 
and reminding, but we have changed our everyday habits over the years, realizing the 
tangible benefits—and common sense—of our evolved ways. 

One suggestion, though, that does not seem to have gotten a real foothold yet is 
“idling” our cars while parked.  I’m sure you have, as have I, seen drivers get in their 
cars, start the engine, then start (or continue) texting or talking on their phones without 
going anywhere.  The reverse is also true:  drivers using their phones when they pull into 
a parking space often do not turn off the engine until they turn off their texting/talking.  
Whether coming or going, drivers in these instances seem to be in a no-thinking zone:  
the car may be in gear but the brain is not.  

We have ‘distracted driving’—but how about ‘distracted stopping?’  The result of 
this “idling” behavior is a whole lot of carbon emissions spewing into our air that could 
so easily be avoided if drivers simply turned off their engines until they are ready to 
go somewhere. And think of all the money saved on fuel costs.  Cleaner air and more 
jingle in the pocket—that’s a win-win!

Idle thoughts can generate great results.  So often it’s just a matter of changing our 
habits, of thinking before doing.  Each of us can make a difference! 

Now, where are my car keys? 

Idle Thoughts On “Idling”
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Legal Notices
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20181460
The following person is doing business as PHYSIO 
THRIVE, 716 Lighthouse Ave Ste G, Pacific Grove 
Ca., 93950: JENNIFER MICHELLE WILSON, 716 
Lighthouse Ave Ste G, Pacific Grove, Ca. 93950. 
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey 
County on 12/7/18. Registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business name 
or name(s) listed above on 12/7/18. Signed: Jennifer 
Michelle Wilson. Publication dates: 12/14, 12/21, 
12/28, 1/4

We are adjudicated to handle 
your legal publication needs 

Write us at
editor@cedarstreettimes.com

or
by Snail Mail at:
306 Grand Ave.

Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Addressing plastics and measuring 
sustainability progress are critical steps 
in the path

The Monterey County Convention 
& Visitors Bureau (MCCVB) has joined 
two initiatives that will further its goal of 
ensuring Monterey County is one of the 
world’s leading sustainable destinations 
by both setting ambitious goals and mea-
suring long term impacts.

The first is with Positive Impact, a 
global not for profit which exists to provide 
education and collaboration opportunities 
to create a sustainable event industry – and 
a vision to address the role of plastics in 
this industry. MCCVB is the exclusive 
destination partner for Positive Impact on 
this project which has already included 
collaboration with a number of United 
Nations bodies and in Spring 2019 will see 
the launch of materials to help the global 
industry measure and understand the role 
of plastics.

Monterey County Tourism Makes Significant Strides
Towards Destination Sustainability

“MCCVB is already resetting bound-
aries for responsible tourism and by 
partnering with our organization they are 
taking a leadership position for the entire 
meetings industry,” said Fiona Pelham, 
CEO for Positive Impacts. She added, 
“Certainly understanding the role of 
plastics which will lead to its elimination 
from the future meetings and conference 
landscape is a considerable goal, but it is 
critically important and partnerships such 
as this with Monterey County are the 
building blocks of collaboration necessary 
to achieve it.”  

Meetings and events are big business 
in Monterey County, which is a destination 
known for inspiration and innovation. 
“This partnership is completely in line 
with that legacy,” says Tammy Blount-Ca-
navan, President and CEO of MCCVB. 
“Our tourism economy owes everything 
to our ecosystem, and so taking this bold 
step ensures further protection of our en-

vironment and further demonstrates the 
innovation of our region.”

Measuring success is also critical 
to MCCVB’s mission. The organization 
joined the Global Destination Sustain-
ability Index (GDS-Index) initiative, an 
alliance focused on helping destinations, 
convention bureaus, and businesses pro-
mote sustainable practices. The GDS-In-
dex does this by measuring and comparing 
sustainability strategies, policies and 
performance of participating destinations 
and by sharing best practices from around 
the world.

GDS-Index recently released its 
yearly survey of global destinations at 
the International Congress & Convention 
Association (ICCA) annual meeting in 
Dubai in November. Monterey County 
scored 52% on the sustainability index just 
behind Geneva and ahead of U.S. cities 
like Washington, D.C. and Houston. The 
scoring allows MCCVB to set a bench-
mark and improve in the coming years.

“Ultimately, protecting our destina-
tion is every bit as important as promoting 
it,” said Rob O’Keefe, Chief Marketing 
Officer for MCCVB. “These initiatives 
contribute to our long term viability as 
a top tourism destination plus they are 
essential to the balance we seek to foster 
between visiting travelers and the residents 
who call our beautiful region home.”

These latest partnerships align with 
the MCCVB’s Sustainable Moments Col-
lective. The purpose of the collective is to 
share best practices from concurrent sus-
tainability initiatives and use the group’s 
collective influence to reach visitors and 
residents alike. More information on MC-
CVB’s Sustainable Moments initiative and 
collective can be found atSeeMonterey.
com/Sustainable. For more information on 
Positive Impact, go to  PositiveImpactE-
vents.com. For more on the GDS-Index, 
go to  GDS-Index.com.

From Marci Bracco
Chatterbox Communications

  

Mr. Charles Dickens performs

 ‘A Christmas Carol’

The Christmas Classic performed by
Howard Burnham 

in the manner of Dickens’ 1867 tour of the USA
at THE LITTLE HOUSE IN JEWEL PARK

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22 at 5:30
$10 at the door

Sponsored by Pacific Grove Recreation Dept.

The Monterey County Water 
Resources Agency announces the 
selection of Ms. Shauna Lorance as 
interim General Manager. 

Ms. Lorance will begin her du-
ties January 2, 2019 and will lead the 
agency while a national recruitment 
continues for a permanent director. 
Salary for this limited-term assign-
ment will be finalized by the Board of 
Supervisors during their first meeting 
next year, January 8, 2019. 

Ms. Lorance brings to Monterey 
County Water Resources Agency 
three decades of experience in both 
water management and as a water 
resources consulting engineer. For 
20 years, she worked at the San Juan 
Water District, one of the largest 
water providers in the Sacramento 
region. She was the general manager 
at this District for 13 years. 

“We are pleased to be able to 

retain a manager of Ms. Lorance’s 
caliber to provide oversight and 
continuity for the Water Resources 
Agency at this time,” says Supervisor 
Luis Alejo, Chair, Monterey County 
Water Resources Agency Board of 
Supervisors. “The Agency has signif-
icant projects in process such as proj-
ects in cooperation with the Salinas 
Valley Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency, completion of the Interlake 
Tunnel project, and future work to 
meet the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission’s and California Divi-
sion of Safety of Dams’ compliance 
projects at Lakes San Antonio and 
Nacimiento.” 

Ms. Lorance has a B.S. in Me-
chanical Engineering from the Uni-
versity of California, Davis and is a 
registered civil engineer in the state 
of California. 

Monterey County Water Resources Agency Names 
Interim Water Resources Agency Manager

By Gary Baley

Monterey County district attorney on December 4 filed new charges 
against Seaside couple Noah and Tricia Boewer, escalating their battery 
charge from a misdemeanor to a felony hate crime against former Cedar 
Street Times columnist Dirrick Williams. Original story in Cedar Street 
Times Nov 23, 2018.  

Hate crimes are about the motivation of the perpetrator. A crime com-
mitted because the victim associates with or has a certain characteristic 
such as: disability, gender, nationality, race, religion, or sexual orientation 
is a hate crime.  

A misdemeanor hate-crime conviction could result in up to one year 
in jail, but a felony can add up to 3 more years.

The charges against the Boewers stem from a fight between them and 
Williams outside the Monterey Lanes bowling alley last July.

Although no arrests were made at the time and there were no witnesses 
who saw how the fight started, Monterey police recommended hate crime 
charges against the Bowers due to the use of racial slurs heard by a bartender 
before the incident and a witness who helped stop the fight.

After the incident became public, but before either of them were ar-
raigned on November 27—much less put on trial or found guilty—both 
Noah and Tricia lost their jobs.

Noah was fired from Hayward Lumber in Pacific Grove on the first 
day he had to attend an arraignment hearing. His supervisor, Willie Nelson, 
refused to discuss his firing saying only “no comment.” It is illegal to ter-
minate employment due to an employee performing a required civic duty.

Tricia claimed her job at Cibos Restaurant in Monterey became intolera-
ble due to harassment from some clients and pressure from the management, 
so she quit. She is being represented by a public defender.

Hate Crime Accusation 
Escalates to Felony Charges
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Monterey
Updated Home in Sunny Monterey!    |   225 Edinburgh Avenue 
225EDINBURGH.COM

 Off ered at $659,000

Jeannie Fromm
Jeannie.Fromm @sothebyshomes.com  |  831.277.3371 

 OPEN SUNDAY 11-2 

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Monterey Peninsula Brokerages
Carmel-by-the-Sea | Carmel Rancho | Carmel Valley | Paci� c Grove | onlywithus.com
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.
Real estate agents affi  liated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. SIR DRE License Number: 899496

DRE License Numbers for All Featured Agents:  Maureen Mason: 00977430 |     John Hankard: 1733114 |  Joe Smith: 01335794 | Deane Ramoni 01265751  |  Jeannie Fromm: 01348162  | Bill Bluhm: 01075634 | Linday Guy 00875231

Carmel
 3248 Camino Del Monte 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210681 

 Off ered at  $2,150,000 

 Maureen Mason 
 Maureen.Mason@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.901.5575 

 Pacifi c Grove 
 The Hart Mansion  |  649 Lighthouse Avenue 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210664 

 Off ered at  $2,000,000 

 Bill Bluhm 
 Bill.Bluhm@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.277.2782 

Pacifi c Grove
Wake up to the Sounds of Waves   |  39 Coral Street 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210720 

 Off ered at  $1,899,000  

 Maureen Mason 
 Maureen.Mason@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.901.5575 

Carmel Valley
Stunning Farm-Style Home   | 929 W. Carmel Valley Road
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0475543 

 Off ered at $1,879,000

Courtney Stanley
Courtney.Stanley @sothebyshomes.com  |  831.293.3030 

Carmel Valley
Sought-after Village Condo   | 114 White Oaks Lane
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0501634 

 Off ered at $925,000

Courtney Stanley
Courtney.Stanley @sothebyshomes.com  |  831.293.3030 

 Monterey/Salinas  Highway
 115 Laureles Grade Road   
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0475355 

 Off ered at  $865,000 

 John Hankard 
 John.Hankard@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.601.9071 

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Monterey Peninsula Brokerages
Carmel-by-the-Sea | Carmel Rancho | Carmel Valley | Paci� c Grove | onlywithus.com

Monterey
Ocean and White Water Views   |  26 Skyline Crest 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210635 

 Off ered at $829,500

 Joe Smith 
 Joe.Smith@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.238.1984 

Monterey
 Light and Bright  |  300 Glenwood Circle #253 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210697 

 Off ered at  $397,000 

 Maureen Mason 
 Maureen.Mason@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.901.5575 

OPEN FRIDAY  12-2, SUNDAY 1-3 SALE PENDING

OPEN SATURDAY 1-4

SALE PENDING


