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Friday, August 16 
Registration Now Open

Silver Anniversary of 
Pacific Grove Rotary 
Concours Auto Rally 

Phone: 831-372-3861      
www.pgautorally.org      

pgautorally@gmail.com 
•

Friday, April 19
2019 Wildflower Show

 10.00 am to 5 pm
Pacific Grove Museum of 

Natural History, 165 Forest 
Avenue, Pacific Grove

•
Saturday, April 20
Earth Day Plant Sale

9 AM - 4 PM
Last Chance Mercantile

Del Monte Blvd., Marina 
•

Saturday, April 20
9 AM - 11 AM

Easter Egg Hunt
PG Golf Links

Free
•

Friday, April 26 (7:30 
PM) and Sat. & Sun.

April 27-28 (2:00 PM & 
6:00 PM)

“Quilters:” Stories of the 
Women Who Pioneered 

America’s
Western Expansion

Mainstage Theater at Hartnell 
College.

$10 general seating. WWW.
westernstage.com/tickets or 
at the Box Office: 831-755-
6816 (Open Tues – Sat, 5:00 

– 8:00 p.m.).
•

Saturday, April 27
MEarth Day 2019 

10am – 4pm 
The 7th annual MEarth Day 
at the award-winning Hilton 

Bialek Habitat.
•

Saturay April 27
10AM - 2 PM

Baseball Card Event
Downtown Pacific Grove

Kids get free baseball cards 
from merchants

Sunday, April 28
Big Sur Marathon

•
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Cruciverbalist Celeb Comes to Studio Silzer
by Peter Silzer

David Steinberg

Let’s start back in 2016 on a quiet Saturday afternoon in my 
Studio Silzer art gallery down on Grand Avenue. A couple came in 
with their curly-haired son looking for me. Why? Mom said they had 
recently moved to PG and wanted their son to meet the person who 
created the crossword puzzles in the Cedar Street Times. How great, 
I thought. Somebody actually did my puzzles! Maybe I had a fan club 
of ardent followers. Maybe I’ll be famous.

As a good gallery owner, I started chatting. Mom mentions that 
their son also creates puzzles. So I asked the son about software 
programs he used. I mentioned that I’d like to get a puzzle accepted 
in The Chronicle of Higher Education. As I recall, Mom replied “My 
son has had a puzzle published there.” [Mind you the son looked to 
be all of 18 years old.] So I carried on and said, “I hear the Orange 
County Register also accepts freelance puzzles.” “Oh, my son’s the 
editor for them.” [Did I mention the son looked very young?]

So who had shown up in my quiet art gallery that day? None other 
than David Steinberg, who at the age of 14 had a puzzle accepted for 
the NY Times. And. . .at age 15 became the editor for the OC Register’s 
crosswords. And…as a high school project he developed a team of 
volunteers to make a database of all the “Pre-Shortzian” NY Times 
puzzles (1943-1993), some 16,000 puzzles. And. . . the family had 
just moved to PG while David studied at Stanford.

David has a great Wikipedia page, a LinkedIn profile, and his 
own website [Custom Crossword]. Since his first NY Times puzzle, 
he has had over 90 puzzles published with Will Shortz and has been 
the most prolific puzzle constructor for several years. Then there are 
the two crossword books and hundreds of other puzzles published in 
a wide variety of papers and magazines.

So what’s David been up to since we met in 2016? Stay tuned in 
weeks to come for an update. Meanwhile, check out his website and 
enjoy my regular puzzle here in the Cedar Street Times. 

They’re Off To See The Wizard

Robert Down Elementary offered “The Wizard of Oz”presented by the brand new Drama Club produced by teachers 
Patty Bloomer and Zee Smith acted by first through fifth graders. Photo credit Hazel McClaren. More photos on page 15.

The City of Pacific 
Grove Has Your 

Back in The Fight 
Against Housing 
Discrimination

By Frederick Visser

The United States Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development is celebrating Fair 
Housing Month this April. The 
Year 2019 will mark 51 years 
since President Johnson’s ap-
proval of the Fair Housing Act 
in 1968. The Fair Housing Act 
outlaws the refusal to sell or 
rent property to any individual 
because of race, disability, sex, 
familial status, religion, or na-
tional origin. Originally aimed 
at limiting discrimination toward 
African-Americans (and imple-
mented a week after Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s assassination,) this 
essential piece of legislation has 
evolved to guarantee fair housing 
for individuals who suffer from 
disabilities as well as those who 
may be profiled in relation to their 
gender or sexual orientation. In 
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Skillshots

Joan Skillman

$1095
PACIFIC GROVE’S RAIN GAUGE

Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below 
Holman Hwy. 

Data reported by Bruce Cowan, resident

Week Ending Thursday,
April 18, 2019

Inches as of 8 AM, 4/18/19: 0.25” 

Inches previous week: 0.25” 

Total for Season (since 7/1/18): 23.6”

Pacific Grove Rain Gauge

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal 
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is 
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is avail-
able at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.

Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Managing Editor Webster Slate

Vanessa Ramirez
Regular Contributors: Gary Baley • Mike Clancy • Sally Baho 

• Bill Cohen • Scott Dick • Marty Dunn • Diane Guerrero • Neil Jameson 
• Kyle Krasa • Keith Larson • Dixie Layne 

• Peter Mounteer •   Rene Pacheco • Wanda Sue Parrott • Jean Prock • Jane 
Roland •  Patrick Ryan • Katie Shain •  Peter Silzer 

Bob Silverman • Joan Skillman • Fred Visser
Staff Magician: Dan Bohrman
Distribution: Amado Gonzales

Cedar Street Irregulars

831.324.4742 Voice 831.324.4745 Fax
editor@cedarstreettimes.com
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To learn more and view the full First Quarter 
Market Report, visit MontereyCoastRealty.com
To learn more and view the full First Quarter 

$3M-5M
3

$2M-3M
2

$1M-2M
6

<$1M
46

Results Driven
 Experts

Average Selling Price

Pacifi c Grove

3% vs Q1 2018

Pending Sales

Pebble Beach

17 at end of Q1

New Sales

Carmel

30%
vs Q4 2018

New Sales

Carmel Valley

41%
vs Q4 2018

48
Days on Market

Seaside

57
Total Sales

Monterey

Our Team of Agents and Brokerage 
Professionals know how to make the 
most out of changing markets.
Call us to learn more, 831.624.2300.

Average Selling Price

Marina

9% vs Q1 2018

First Quarter 2019 Monterey Peninsula Market Highlights

There are a lot 
of reasons for 
excitement
across these 
hot Monterey 
Peninsula 
Markets

montereycoastrealty.com

831.624.2300
Dolores 2 SW of Seventh,
Carmel-by-the-Sea

Locally
Owned

Globally 
Connected

Results 
Driven
Experts
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Pacific Grove Sports

Brian Wood (Woodie)
Right: Nathan Wood connects on a 2-run double in the bottom of 
the first inning against Watsonville in an 11-1 Pacific Grove victory 
(Friday, April 12, 2019, photo by Brian Wood)

First inning key in PG wins over 
Watsonville, 11-1 and 3-2
One inning was all that was needed in Pacific Grove’s game against 
Watsonville on Friday (April 12),  scoring all 11 runs as they sent 16 
batters to the plate.

Josh Mares gets ready to pounce on 
a pitch in a game against Alvarez HS 
in Salinas. Mares had  
three hits  including a grand slam 
(his first career home run) and seven 
runs batted in.  
(Tuesday, April 16, 2019  photo by 
Brian Wood)

Kiss it goodbye! Mares slams 
Alvarez, PG victorious 10-5

On a sunny Tuesday afternoon in Salinas, Pacific Grove traveled to Al-
varez High School and came home with a 10-5 victory over the Eagles. The 
Breakers were led by Josh Mares who had seven RBIs on the day from three 
hits including a grand slam in the second inning.

PG tallied three in the first: singles by the Heyn brothers (Justin and 
Trevor) sandwiched around Zach Lewis getting plunked by a pitch. Mares 
and Nathan Wood followed with singles to drive in the three base runners.   
In the second, eleven Breakers batters came to the plate. Justin Heyn (single), 
Lewis (single), and Trevor Heyn (hit by pitch) set the table for Mares who 
blasted the first pitch he saw over the right field fence for a grand slam and 
his first career round tripper. Daniel Rosas singled, stole second, advanced to 
third on an error and was plated on a Brenden Moore singled up the middle. 
PG now led 8-0.

Alvarez put across a run in the fourth and three more in the fifth on a 
home run to left field by Nathan Magana. Magana had three hits on the day 
(HR, 2B, 1B). PG added insurance runs in the 5th  and 6th  innings. Mares 
singled home Justin Heyn for his seventh RBI of the day. Hunter Hanes was 
hit by a pitch in the sixth and scored on a wild pitch and wild throw.

Starting pitcher Hanes struck out seven over four innings. Dylan Graham 
(2Ks) pitched two innings of scoreless relief and Kevahn Ebron (1K) retired 
the only two batters he faced in the seventh inning to close out the contest. The 
defensive play of the game came in the seventh with first baseman Jackson 
Destefano making a long running catch on a long pop up into foul ground, 
looking into the late afternoon sun to grab the final out of the game.

PG (14-2 in league, 14-4 overall) host Sacred Heart Prep on Wednesday 
(April 17) at 4pm. The Breakers two league losses equal that of Carmel whom 
they face on Thursday, April 25 in Carmel.

Silent Bats, Leaky Gloves, 
Seal Junior Varsity’s Doom

Pacific Grove played a hard fought game against host Alvarez in Salinas 
on Tuesday (April 16) but came out  on the short end 5-2.   The Junior Breakers 
managed just two hits and errors led to three unearned runs for the Eagles.

PG put two runners on base (walks to Cy Turner and Colin Tavares) but 
they were left stranded.  Alvarez claimed two unearned runs in the bottom of 
the inning to take a 2-0 lead. Jacob Booker was hit by a pitch in the second 
and made it as far as third before the side was retired. The Breakers evened 
the score in the third inning. Turner singled followed by Chad Ventimiglia 
being hit by a pitch. Colin Tavares then doubled and at the end of the inning 
the score was tied at two. PG had another two runners on base in the fourth 
(walk to Cal Laflan and JJ Courtney-hit by pitch) to no avail.

Alvarez retook the lead in the bottom of the fourth with another unearned 
run off of two PG errors.   Hard-luck starter Courtney deserved a better fate 
as he hurled five innings, struck out five, allowed just two hits, and all three 
runs he surrendered were of the unearned variety. In the top of the sixth PG 
garnered two more base runners via base on balls (Aidan Borman and Spen-
cer Nelson). Alvarez added two insurance runs in the bottom of the inning to 
make it 5-2. Colin Tavares came in to retire the last batter and end the inning.

The loss ended a nine-game win streak for PG (12-5-1 overall and 12-4 
in league) who welcome Sacred Heart Prep Wednesday (April 17) at 4pm.

 

Breakers pitchers combine for 3-hit 
shut out over Sacred Heart Prep, 
McMahon single is game-winner

Pacific Grove shut out visiting Sacred Heart Prep 1-0 for their first win 
over the Bay Area team since 2016. PG limited the Gators to just three hits in 
a combined shut out (Kevahn Ebron-3 innings pitched, 2 hits, 1 walk, 3 Ks; 
Connor Synsteby-2 IP, 1 hit, 1 walk, 1 K; Colton Bell-1 IP, 1 walk; Dylan 
Graham-1 IP, save).

Offense was lacking from both teams as the Breakers managed just two 
hits. However, the second one was key when right fielder Charlie McMahon 
knocked a single into left field in the second inning scoring Hunter Hanes (hit 
by pitch) from second base. The Breakers had a chance in the bottom of the 
first. Justin Heyn led off with a single, Zach Lewis walked, and both advanced 
a base on a wild pitch. Trevor Heyn then rifled a line drive towards left field, 
however, the Gators shortstop snagged the ball and doubled the runner off of 
second for a double play. 

The defensive play of the day occurred in the third inning when third 
baseman Josh Mares chased down a foul pop over his head, back to the plate. 
Somewhat Say-Hey Kid inspired, except in foul ground and against the 2019 

Gators instead of the 1954 Indians. Ebron also picked off a runner at first who was tagged out 
in a run down (second inning).

Sacred Heart had runners on first and second with two outs in the first, fourth, and fifth 
innings, but PG pitching came out on top. Ebron induced the next batter to ground out to second 
base in the first. In the fourth, the Gator batter hit a Synsteby pitch to third base for a force out to 
end the inning. And, again in the fifth, Synsteby struck out the clean-up hitter to retire the side.

Pacific Grove (14-2 in league, 15-4 overall) travel to Monte Vista Christian in Watsonville, 
Wednesday (April 24) at 4pm. The following day, PG faces Carmel in a battle for first place.

Jacob Booker helps JV squad wrestle 
the Gators into submission, 8-4

The Pacific Grove Junior Varsity baseball team hosted Sacred Heart on Wednesday (April 
17), scored eight early runs, and held off a late Gators rally to come out on top 8-4. Starting 
pitcher Jacob Booker pitched five strong and helped his own cause by driving in four runs in 
the first two innings.

After falling behind 1-0 in the first, PG answered with three runs in the bottom half of 
the inning. Lead off hitter JJ Courtney singled and stole second. Singles by Colin Taveras and 
Cristopher Rosas, and a double by Booker plated the runs and the Breakers took a 3-1 lead.  
PG continued the offensive onslaught in the second. Spencer Nelson singled, Aidan Borman 
walked, and Courtney reached via an error.  Cy Turner walked in a run followed by another run 
scored on a ground ball by Chad Ventimiglia. Taveras singled in another run. Booker singled 
in the the final two runs. As with the varsity game, the JV bats quieted down after the second 
inning with PG only gaining one base runner in the final four innings (single by Ventimiglia 
in the fourth).

Booker held the Gators in check for five innings (4 hits, 1 run, 0 walks, 7 strike outs).  
Sacred Heart tried to come back with an unearned run in the sixth and two runs (one unearned) 
in the seventh before Taveras struck out the final two batters to end the contest for an 8-4 
victory by Pacific Grove.

The Junior Breakers (13-4 in league, 13-5-1 overall) face Monte Vista Christian in Wat-
sonville on Wednesday (April 24) at 4pm.

PG pitcher Dylan Graham throws the 
last pitch of the game to catcher Na-
than Wood to close out a 1-0 victory 
over Sacred Heart Prep (Wednesday, 
April 17, photo by Brian Wood)
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track photos

2019 Rotary Track Meet
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ATTORNEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY
(Name. State Bar number, and address)

Legal Notices
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Service & Repair
Residential/Commercial

Sales & Installation
831-999-0871

24hr Emergency Service
Fully Insured

Handyman Services

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 201905625

The following person is doing business as SPECIAL DEALZ 4 YOU, 17611 Moro Rd., Sali- nas; Monterey 
County, California 93307. This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey
County on 03/14/19. Registrant commenced to transact business under the fictitious business name or name(s) 
listed above on n/a. Signed, Joy Anna. This business is conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 3/28, 4/6, 
4/12, 4/19

Case # 19PR000118
 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
Laura Mae Brisby

A Notice of Petition to Administer Estate of Laura Mae Brisby has been filed in Superior Court of 
the State of California, County of: Monterey, 1200 Aguajito Riad, Monterey, California 93940.
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in will or estate, or both of Laura Mae Brisby:
A Petition for Probate has been filed by (name of petitioner):Steven Brisby in the Superior Court 
of California, County of: Monterey.
The Petition for Probate requests that: Steven Brisby be appointed as personal representative 
to administer the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority will allow the personal representative 
to take many actions, without obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very important actions, however the personal representative will be re-
quired to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent administration authority wll be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant 
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be held in this court as follows:

Date: May 15, 2019 Time: 9:00 a.m.
at Probate Department Room 13

1200 Aguajito Rd., Monterey, CA 93940
If you object to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your ob-
jections or file written objections with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court within the later of 
either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of letters to a general personal represen-
tative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate 
Code.

Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want 
to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you 
may file with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory 
and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner (name): Kyle A. Krasa.Esq.
704-D Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950
(Telephone): (831)920-0205

Publication Dates: 4/19, 4/26, 5/3, 

But Wait! There’s More
Puzzle by Peter Silzer
Solution on page 10

across
1 Foldable driving aid
4 Foliage-rich
8 Quintessential American pie
13 Chaplin persona
14	 1975	Wimbledon	men’s	winner
15 Bridges Sr.
16 AARP nest eggs
17 Get paid for your time
18 Aussie buds
19 *Christian holy day (2 wds.)
22 The sky, for some
23 “No pain, no ___,” some say
24 Winter malady, esp. in Alaska
27 Musical pages
29 ABC crime comedy/drama
31 *The miracle of 19-across
34 Genuine, in Berlin
37	 Astronaut’s	degree?
38 Bohemian
39 *What St.  Peter found on 
19-across (3 wds.)
44 Stopped being anxious, with 
“down”
45 Water channel
48 “Good” cholesterol
49 Olympic gold medalist Lipinski
52 Home of La Scala
53 *Christian greeting on 19-across 
(3 wds.)
56 Ann ___, MI
59 Dryer collection
60 Where Hannibal met his Water-
loo
61 Donation amount for some
62	 Upper	hand?
63 Pizazz
64 Spot for a pitcher
65 Monopoly document
66 Gov. agency interested in men 
18-25

Down
1 A luxury of the rich, according to 
GB Shaw
2 “Love is __ ___ human need”
3	 Coroner’s	exam
4	 Hamlet’s	killer
5	 Which	country’s	team	Uncle	Sam	
roots for
6 Act noncommittal
7 Temporary tattoo dye
8 Poor Richard had one
9 “All work and no ____”
10	 Gambler’s	prize
11 Caustic substance
12 Sullivan and McMahon
13 Get a move on
20	 Dublin’s	land
21 Common game pieces
24 Recipe instruction
25 Oodles (2 wds.)
26 Refuse to acknowledge
28 Cooking fat
30 Makes less unsteady
32 Sunlight unit
33 Alley vermin
34 Make an impression
35	 Libya’s	southern	neighbor
36 War, to Sherman
40 Like many urban parking spots
41 Handheld organizers; Abbrev.
42 NY Central Park designer Fred-
erick
43 “Father of the National Parks”
46 Cellist Pablo
47 Certain cleansing measures
50 Like school note paper
51 Stage whisper
53 Witness of 39-across
54 “Picnic” playwright William
55	 Bert	Bobbsey’s	twin
56 24-hr. cash machine
57 Home of “Christ the Redeemer”
58 AC measurement

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20190748

The following person is doing business as FOOLISH TIMES, 523 Hartnell St., Monterey, Monterey County, Cal-
ifornia 93940 and P.O.Box 4042, Monterey, CA 93940; STEPHEN A. PRODES,  301 Ocean Ave. #5, Monterey, 
CA 93940. This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on 03/29/19. Registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on 08/01/2013. Signed, Stephen A. 
Prodes. This business is conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 4/19, 4/26, 5/3, 5/10
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Marty Dunn
Rovin’ in the Grove

Guten Morgen from 
Durnstein, Austria!

Joy Colangelo
From the Trenches

We’re All in this Together
I’ve had the great good fortune of doing some traveling in Central Europe re-

cently, an area completely new to me.  We traveled primarily by ship on the River 
Danube through Germany, Slovakia, Austria and Hungary, spending time in cities 
along the route and getting extensive education in the history and culture of each 
venue. The long, long historical lineage that this entire continent owns is astounding; 
by comparison, the USA is a baby.  Think about it:  by the time the Mayflower docked 
in what became Massachusetts, Europe already had many centuries of civilization 
under its collective belt. To see the relics of that history, to move about in ancient 
buildings that are still in use today is often a compelling reason for Americans flock 
to these places.  For me, it really does lend perspective regarding America’s position 
on the world stage.

The jigsaw puzzle that is Europe has had the pieces cut and recut many times 
throughout the centuries, even up to the end of the twentieth century.  Wars have 
played perhaps  the major role in the redrawing of borders, of course.  There are ten-
sions today that remain from those conflicts, though they seem to be becoming less 
overt—and maybe even will disappear in time.  Peaceful coexistence is the hope of 
the many people I spoke with, certainly, and my takeaway is a positive one.

And how was it possible for me to speak with so many people, given that my 
language skills do not include any Central European tongues?  It was because each 
country’s educational system requires, at the least, the study of English, beginning 
sometimes by age six.  It is almost a given that most any regular Joe in most any 
regular town is bilingual in his native tongue as well as English.  Beyond that, a 
third or fourth language is not uncommon, which can often be explained because of 
immigration, by the close proximity of so many countries to each other, as well as by 
the linguistic remnants of the occupation by Nazi Germany and Communist USSR 
in this region during and after WWII.  

As an educator, it makes me almost cringe at the educational system in the US:  
why do we do such a poor job of promoting the study of world languages?  I’ve 
asked this question of Americans and the answer is consistent:  “We don’t need an-
other language because the rest of the world speaks our language.”  I find that a sad 
response for several reasons, primarily, though, because it implies that America puts 
itself on a pedestal —kind of a ‘let them come to us’ attitude.  Additionally, learning 
other languages invariably allows the sharing of different cultural practices, expand-
ing knowledge of the world and how other people live. It makes our lives richer and 
promotes appreciation and respect for others—and vice versa. These outcomes can 
encourage peace among nations.  Wouldn’t it be ideal to expand that potential?

Maybe our school systems will change going forward and students will become 
more worldly through exposure to new languages and cultures.  But, in the meanwhile, 
the reality is that the opportunities to learn new dialects may not be available to most 
of you reading this—unless you’re studying at DLI, perhaps!  Each of us, though, 
can show respect by at least learning to say ‘please’ and thank you’ in countries we 
visit.  Talking with residents in other countries can make the difference between 
being a passive tourist or an engaged visitor, and it also can enable travelers to be 
ambassadors for peace in our common world.  

No matter the language, we are citizens of the world.  As Fr. Jeff Lewis of St. 
Mary’s-by-the-Sea says every week, “We’re all in this together.” Amen to that!

A city declares bankruptcy when it cannot meet payroll. It cannot meet payroll 
when expenditures are higher than revenues and long term liabilities are com-
pounding (Infrastructure maintenance, bond payments, CalPER payments, lawsuits 
etc). While Pacific Grove scored a 90% in 2015 with 50% considered a “distressed 
municipality”, our score today would move us well below 50%. Here’s how to do 
it:

1. Make sure you have a large unfunded liability and couple that with your 
retirees numbering more and even making more than employees.   Our CalPERS 
(California Public Retirement System) payment will be $2.6 million in 2019 with 
23 million in revenue.   When we scored 90%, we had a $821,686 CalPER pay-
ment with nearly $25 million in revenue.   Ouch, that’s a gap that is really gappy.   
Pacific Grove will have a $2 million liability for the year 2018-19. And every year 
after that the gap will widen so in 5 years, we will be $7 million behind. So we’ve 
officially nailed number 1.  

2. Fund unnecessary improvements and overspend on trivialities.   Our library 
reconstruction is mostly funded by donations but the city has a $200,000 commit-
ment. We are still considering funding $600,000 for park improvements to Lovers 
Point for some legacy project for one of the councilmembers. Add the Pine Street 
improvements to the already completed city entrance improvements near the 
redundant second Chamber office and we’re well on our way to putting makeup on 
the last hometown pig. In order to get grant money and gas tax revenue payouts, 
we are required to perform $500,000 in street maintenance each year. Recently, 
Councilmembers thought they would fund street improvements at $2 million each 
year. Add that to number 1 and we have a $17 million deficit in 5 years. We just 
can’t get better at this bankruptcy plan.   But oh, we can....Now the Council is 
talking about annexing the stretch of Highway 68 outside city limits so we can take 
better care of it. What the heck. Let’s add on.

3. Be the proud owners of a sewer bond. Our repair plan which in 2015 was 
estimated to cost $13.9 million dollars over a 10-year period is looming. We were 
fined $300,000 after a sewer spill and there’s no wiggle room on this. We are 
spending the money. But we don’t have any.  

4. Lost revenue sources. This was a piece of cake for our little town.   Citizens 
didn’t bat an eye when they banned short term rentals which brought in $2 million 
a year in TOT (transient occupancy tax). The group that banned them - let’s call 
them The Measure M Wizards (MMW’s) - are themselves in debt at $56,000 (paid 
in-kind ring any bells?). Their Neighborhoods are for Neighbors campaign will 
have to change its slogan to “Neighbors for Un-incorporated Bankrupt Neighbor-
hoods” pretty soon. They’ll need bigger signs. No worries, they are selling t-shirts 
at $35 each which makes them 1,600 t-shirts away from solvency.   Well played.   
If they could sell another 57,142 of them, they’d make up the $2 million the rest of 
the citizens lose with the STR ban. And, oh, sell 57,000 of them-there t-shirts every 
single year. Get busy fellas.  

5. Infrastructure and resource/asset failure.   In 2017 we spent $8 million for 
a water reclamation project to water the golf course, cemetery and two flushing 
toilets.   We are still paying off that $8 million and hoping to “buy back” water 
entitlements and sell them to our water waiting list citizens.   Oh, wait, that’s not 
right. Few if any of the citizens on the water waiting list will get water -- they need 
a meter on their vacant lot which they can’t get without a building. So the water, 
if we are allowed to “sell” it at $250,000 an acre foot, will go to new hotel devel-
opment.   Pacific Grove was the last dry town in California, allowing alcohol to 
be sold finally in 1969.   Well, we’re going to be a dry town again, but we’ll have 
a super duper hotel, golf course and cemetery to enjoy. We can give the locations 
to the two flushing toilets to those on the water waiting list. We have no water and 
are mandated to build 150’ish affordable housing units. Where? How?   The golf 
course looks pretty lush. The golf course, by the way, brings in $25,000 (not miss-
ing a zero or three). The Aquarium pays rent - exactly $1.00 a year. Gosh, I hope 
those wizard guys are selling a lot of t-shirts and gift the city the proceeds because 
our assets are liabilities.

So what’s a city to do? First, reduce health benefits for retirees. Did it already.   
Eliminate fire department and combine it with the County or other municipality.   
Done in 2008.   Hollow out city services (called Service Insolvency) like parks, 
library, police, street repair. We did that in 2008 as well but have quickly increased 
spending in those areas. Increase revenues. Any ideas? Anyone? Our Council is 
considering parking meters on Lovers Point (as if Coastal Commission will allow 
that). I’m just not sure who we will become. There are so many California cities 
heading to bankruptcy court and they have fewer problems than we do.

Will we be like Soledad, who even with a prison for revenue, is heading for 
court just because of their sewer plant loan. Or Maywood which may go down 
in flames with their Brown Act lawsuit. We can be like Coalinga who had $5.7 
million in the general fund but $8.6 in expenditures (we got them beat) - they sold 
their abandoned prison for $4.1 million to pot growers to get out of their mess. 
We have the abandoned laundry on Sunset that we can annex!   Pot growers - are 
you listening?   Or we can be like Atwater who has the lowest Fiscal Index Score. 
Their revenues fell, they were slow to cut spending, the general fund sank from $4 
million in 2008 to negative $3.4 million in 2012. They increased sales taxes by 1/2 
cent. Then they did something silly. They bought a 100’ ladder fire truck.   What’s 
wrong with that? They don’t have a building higher than 35’.   They have 50 
retirees and 25 employees and a sewer bond to boot. If we are headed to court, we 
need to be like San Bernardino who was a mere $10 million in default.   They went 
to Federal Bankruptcy Court and the kindly judge said “hey, you folded the police 
and fire into County services, you slashed health care to retirees by 40%, your 
unsecured creditors got 1% value of their claims, you settled law suits rather than 
go to court and you halted infrastructure improvements, spending not one penny 
on streets.”   Essentially, they had such significant structural changes (rather than 
merely budgeting themselves), they could continue to limp along. Choose wisely 
Pacific Grove.  

How a City can go Bankrupt 
in Five Easy Steps

addition to the “refusal to sell or rent” clause, the act also protects against discriminatory 
advertising and coercive behavior. This year the HUD is focusing on sexual harassment 
in housing, with the goal of curbing the aforementioned coercion.

 A little more than half of Pacific Grove’s housing units are occupied by rent-
ers, who submit a majority of the complaints fielded by the Housing Division. This 
April, the city is encouraging residents of all backgrounds to utilize its educational 
materials on fair housing to remind themselves of their housing rights. Community 
& Economic Development urges anyone who believes themselves to be the victim of 
housing discrimination to write their nearest HUD office with the names and addresses 
of all individuals involved in the housing complaint along with the appropriate date and 
location of the violation. If residents would rather submit their complaint by phone, 
they may call the HUD directly at (415) 489-6526. The department also provides in-
terpreters, tapes and braille materials, and further assistance in reading or completing 
forms for those in need. While residents have up to a year following the incident to 
report housing discrimination, the HUD is encouraging them to come forward as soon 
as a transgression is observed. Citizens of Pacific Grove have been welcomed to visit 
HUD.gov as well as the city’s official website to read up on fair housing. Hopefully 
the abundance of educational material on the subject at hand will raise awareness and 
continue PG’s honorable sentiment of fair housing for all.

 

PHOUSING From Page 1
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Mike Clancy

The third lecture of the 2019 Leon Panetta Lecture Series took place on Monday 
April 15 at the Monterey Conference Center and focused on the roles Nationalism, 
Globalism and Patriotism are playing in our current political discourse.  These issues 
were discussed in context of the overall theme of this year’s lecture series,  “Checks 
and Balances – Will Our Democracy Survive?”

Secretary Panetta brought three extremely accomplished individuals to the stage 
for this lecture.  

Ambassador Nicholas Burns spent 27 years in the diplomatic service, including 
5 years on the National Security Council working for Presidents George H.W. Bush 
and Bill Clinton.  He was appointed Ambassador to Greece in 1997 and Ambassador 
to NATO in 2001.  Ambassador Burns was chosen as Under Secretary of State for Po-
litical Affairs in the George W. Bush Administration, and later served as the lead U.S. 
negotiator on Iran’s nuclear program. 

General John Kelly, USMC (Ret.), is a 45-year Marine veteran who led the 
Multi-National Force-West in Iraq during the first year of the Obama Administration, 
and later served as senior military aide to Defense Secretaries Robert Gates and Leon 
Panetta.  Kelly led U.S. Southern Command in 2016, with responsibility for U.S. military 
operations in all of Central and South America.  In 2017 he was confirmed as the fifth 
Secretary of Homeland Security, but soon became Chief of Staff for President Trump, 
serving in that capacity for 18 months.

Admiral William McRaven, USN (Ret.), led Navy SEALS and other special op-
erations forces at every level throughout his military career, and participated directly 
in combat operations in both Iraq and Afghanistan.  He led U.S. Special Operations 
Command from 2011 to 2014, and also served as a military and foreign policy advisor 
to Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama. Forces under McRaven’s command 
captured Saddam Hussein, rescued Captain Phillips, and brought Osama bin Laden to 
justice.

In his opening remarks, Secretary Panetta noted that the U.S. has effectively been 
the leader of the world since the end of World War II, but that President Trump has 
questioned this approach with his “America First” viewpoint. He then turned to the 
panelists and asked, “What is the foreign policy of the Trump Administration?”  Kelly 
replied that, “America First is not to the detriment of others,” and asserted that Trump 
seeks to set up a more fair system of trade with China, Mexico and other countries.  He 
also said that Trump essentially called out the other NATO countries for not spending 
their fair share on the defense of Europe, with most investing less than 2% of their 
GDP in NATO while the U.S. invests about 4%.  Burns said that two years into the 
Trump Presidency there is no apparent foreign policy strategy.  He also identified three 
areas where he felt Trump had fallen short:  (1) failing to stand up to Putin on Russian 
meddling in the 2016 presidential election, (2) giving up the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
and generally dismantling the world’s free-trade system, and (3) failing to confront 
and condemn the rise of the extreme right wing in Europe.  McRaven said that every 
President is eventually confronted with a foreign policy crisis, and that is when you 
find out if the policy, and the President’s advisors, are good or not.  McRaven noted that 
Trump has yet to be tested in this way, and he expressed concern that the President’s 
foreign policy and national security teams are not deep, with many senior positions 
unfilled with Senate-confirmed appointees.

Secretary Panetta then asked Burns, “What’s happening at the State Department”, 
noting the loss of about 60% of senior diplomats since Trump took office.  Burns said 
that this was a result of “catastrophic” budget cuts at the State Department proposed 
by President Trump, though Congress subsequently restored much of this funding.  
Burns asserted the importance of the State Department and said that maintaining U.S. 
interests in the world requires four things:  (1) good political leadership, (2) a power-
ful military, (3) a strong intelligence community, and, last but not least, (4) a capable 
diplomatic corps. 

Moving to the hot topic of immigration, Secretary Panetta asked, “Is the situation at 
the southern border out of control?  What should we do about it?”  Sounding somewhat 
defensive, Kelly noted that the U.S. admits about 1.1 million legal immigrants each 
year, and that will continue.  He also said he was sympathetic to asylum seekers from 
his time in Central and South America and his understanding of the problems there.  
He then proceeded to place much of the blame for the current situation at the border 
on Congress and the laws it has passed.  He said that the solution begins with reducing 
the U.S. demand for drugs from the south, changing the “loophole laws” pertaining to 
immigration, and providing some foreign aid to help countries solve the problems that 
motivate large numbers of people to seek asylum in the United States.

Secretary Panetta stated emphatically, “Everyone agrees that comprehensive im-
migration reform needs to happen!  Why can’t we get it done?”  Kelly replied, “We 
were very close to solving the dreamer problem, but no one wants to work together in 
Washington anymore!”  Citing demographic trends, Burns said that legal immigration is 
very important to the future of our country, while reminding the audience that we are a 
nation of immigrants and that, “Everyone has an immigration story in their background.”

Turning to the issue of terrorism, Secretary Panetta pointed out that President Trump 
has claimed that ISIS is defeated.  He then asked McRaven, “What is your view of ISIS 
as a threat to the United States?”  McRaven said that Trump had essentially “doubled 
down” on the attacks against ISIS that President Obama started, and that ISIS had now 
lost all of its territory.  However, ISIS as an ideology is still out there and still a threat.  
He noted that we have lost 40 or 50 American special operations troops in the past few 
years and said that terrorists are “going to continue to come after us.”

Panetta, the CIA Director who led the intelligence gathering effort that found Osa-
ma bin Laden, and McRaven, the Special Operations Commander who designed the 
SEAL Team 6 operation that subsequently brought bin Laden to justice, then engaged 
in a short discussion of that event.  Secretary Panetta asked, “What worried you the 
most about that operation?”  After a brief moment of humor (“You waited until now to 
ask me that?”), McRaven responded, “I was never worried that the SEALS wouldn’t 
be able to do the mission.  The unknowns inside the compound worried me the most.  
Was the entire compound rigged to explode?  Were bin Laden and those around him 
wearing suicide vests? “  Panetta thanked McRaven for the role he played in sending a 
message to the world that “no one can attack the U.S. and get away with it.”  In turn, 
McRaven spoke of the crucial role that Panetta played in making the operation possible.  
It was an extraordinary moment.

The fourth and final lecture in 2019 series will take place on Monday May 27 at 
the Conference Center and examine whether or not our democracy has lived up to the 
expectations of the founding fathers.  Call 831-582-4200 or visit www.panettainstitute.
org for more information.

Panetta Lecture Looks at Nationalism, Globalism and Patriotism

Picture Caption:  Participants in the third forum of the 2019 Leon Panetta Lecture 
Series.  Left-to-right:    Secretary Leon Panetta, General John Kelly, Admiral 
William McRaven and Ambassador Nicholas Burns. Photo by Katie Shain.
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Bill Cohen

Reasoning 
With God

What does God say about opinions?

Merriam-Webster defines an opinion as:  “a view, judgment, or appraisal formed 
in the mind about a particular matter” or “a belief stronger than impression and less 
strong than positive knowledge” or “a formal expression of judgment or advice by an 
expert.”  So, even experts are only sharing their opinions, albeit more educated ones.

Opinions become rigid when we isolate ourselves, Prov 18:1, “Through desire a 
man, having separated himself, seeketh and intermeddleth with all wisdom.”  In our 
modern society, we can surround ourselves with the voices of like-minded people, who 
willingly share their opinions as facts, but this serves only to move us further and further 
from the truth.  We hide the fact we are becoming less tolerant by the appearance of 
being more inclusive, but the reality is we are only hiding any truth that conflicts with 
our opinions.  God wonders aloud for our benefit, Gal 1:10, “For do I now persuade 
men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the 
servant of Christ.”  But, God has already given us His answer, Prov 18:2, “A fool hath 
no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself.”

God asks us to test the opinions we have, or hear, against His truth, 1 Kgs 18:21, 
“And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opin-
ions? if the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people 
answered him not a word.”  Only when we compare our opinions with the Word of God, 
will we be able to discern the real truth that God has given to everyone, for no person 
has a private interpretation of it, 2 Pet 1:20, “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
the scripture is of any private interpretation.”  Any of us can read the Bible and gain 
understanding with the help of the Holy Ghost, Jn 14:26, “But the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”  We do 
not have to depend on pastors, priests, or people like me to give us their opinion; we 
can test what they have told us by inviting the Comforter to help us reason with His 
Word on any issue.  The Comforter does not make things up, He is not guiding us to 
His opinion; He can only repeat the Word of God given Him by Jesus.

Only the open mind receives the truth necessary to correct misinterpretations, Rom 
12:2, “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God.”  The discernment we need, to keep us from the wrong path, comes from that still 
small voice who guides us, Jn 16:13, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall 
hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.”

We are to share the truth Jesus is teaching us, but never to the point of quarreling 
over opinions, Rom 14:1, “Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful 
disputations.”  Instead, we are to reason together, by inviting the Holy Spirit into our 
reasoning, until our opinions dissolve into a common understanding of God’s Truth, 
Rom 14:13, “Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, 
that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother’s way.”  Blindly 
accepting someone’s opinion over the Word of God only leads us away from God, Jn 
12:43, “For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.”  It is only when 
we reason together with the Word of God that we finally can separate opinion from 
truth, as God has invited us to do, Is 1:18, “Come now, and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”

Jesus continually challenged His disciples to reason with the popular opinions they 
heard and the truth He taught them, Matt 16:13, “When Jesus came into the coasts of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of 
man am?”  He was teaching them to think for themselves, instead of accepting some 
man’s self-serving opinions and preparing them for His great commission, Matt 28:19, 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” which was the fulfillment of the promise He made 
them when He first called them to follow Him, Mk 1:17, “And Jesus said unto them, 
Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.”

Jesus warned His disciples about the self-righteous who trusted in themselves above 
God, Lk 18:9, “And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and despised others:” for they were blind to their own sins.  God 
wants us to be like the humble publican, instead of these self-righteous sinners who 
looked down upon the publican, Lk 18:13, “And the publican, standing afar off, would 
not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be 
merciful to me a sinner.”  This publican was truly repentant of his sins and truly desired 
God’s mercy, thus showing his belief in God was real.  God has asked us to focus on 
our own sins first, Matt 7:3, “And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s 
eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?”

We are to learn the truth, follow Jesus and the Word He has left us, rather than 
some human opinion of it, Gal 2:14, “But when I saw that they walked not uprightly 
according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a 
Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou 
the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?”  The truth leads us to His grace, Gal 2:21, “I do 
not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead 
in vain” and His new commandment, Jn 13:34, “A new commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.”  We cannot 
love another when we are looking down our noses at them, Rom 14:4, “Who art thou 
that judgest another man’s servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he 
shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand.”  We will all face God, and our 
own sins, on the judgment day; and none of us will be able to compare ourselves to 
others whom we have looked down upon, in hopes we are somehow more righteous, 
Rom 14:12, “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.”  Our own 
sins will be our judges, not some human’s opinion of them.

Opinions will not save or condemn us, but rather our own decision to believe in 
Jesus, or not, Jn 3:18-19, “He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that be-

lieveth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”  Lest our 
opinions tell us we have never sinned, here is the truth directly from God, Rom 3:23, 
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” anything short of this is but 
an opinion, Rom 12:9, “Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; 
cleave to that which is good.”  This is His final call, no opinions, and no self-serving 
lies, just the truth in love.

If you have comments about the blog you just read, want to express an opposing 
opinion, have suggestions for future topics, and/or want me to email you the blog 
weekly, just email me at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.

Responses from my Quora question:
“You shall not at all do as we are doing here today--every man doing whatev-

er is right in his own eyes-- “ (Deut 12:8 NKJV)
“… They did not cease from their own doings nor from their stubborn way. … 

Then the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel … this nation … has not heeded 
My voice, (Jud 2:19b, 20, 22 NKJV)

“… In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his 
own eyes.” (Judges 17:6b and again in 21:25b NKJV)

“But My people would not heed My voice, And Israel would have none of Me.  
 So I gave them over to their own stubborn heart, To walk in their own counsels.” 
(Psalm 81:11–12 NKJV)

“The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise.”  
 (Prov 12:15 NKJV)

“There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.”  
 (Prov 14:12 and again in 16:25 & 26:12 NKJV)

Morris Dill and Pickleball Reform
Over the last few months, Morris Dill Tennis Courts has become the center of Pa-

cific Grove’s pickleball culture -- as well as the controversy surrounding it. The sport 
is easy to learn and play and has invigorated many of Pacific Grove’s senior residents 
with a renewed sense of community and fun exercise. Unfortunately, pickleball is also 
high-pitched and piercing to the ear. Lately, residents surrounding Morris Dill Tennis 
Courts have been complaining about the constant noise that the sport generates while 
pickleball players have been praising the positive physical and social side-effects of 
the country’s fastest growing sport. On Wednesday it was decided, after various city 
council and recreation board meetings on the matter, that pickleball hours on Morris Dill 
were to be limited to 10-2 on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2-6 on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and 9-6 on Saturdays. There is to be no play for groups or pick-up games 
on Sundays. Additionally, city staff is expected to provide on-site management to see 
that the new rules are enforced. What will follow is a three-month assessment period 
to determine just how effective of a compromise these new measures are. It seems as 
though this summer will determine the fate of pickleball in Pacific Grove, with residents 
and players on both sides of the argument uncertain about the trajectory of the sport 
and Morris Dill’s role in hosting it.

- Frederick Visser

To learn more and view the full First Quarter 
Market Report, visit MontereyCoastRealty.com
To learn more and view the full First Quarter 
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Grey Eminence Called Before 
Grand Jury

 Soft Subpoena Sends Cedar 
Street Times To Berlin

What follows is a summary of testimony.
Special German Council: Mr. Slate a few weeks ago you published your account of a 

three-week drug-and-booze-fueled binge with Julian Assange. What basis of fact 
was this based on?

Mr. Slate: Well your Honor I’d like to say how great it is to be back in Berlin. The last 
time I was here it was closed.

Special German Council: Mr. Slate are you drunk?
Mr. Slate: Sure, but I’m stony too, your Honor. Why should today be any different, sir?
Special German Council… Mr. Slate, exactly where and when did your time with 

Julian Assange start?
 Mr. Slate:   ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
oooooooooooo  He likes to party too!

Special German Council: Mr. Slate how do you explain llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Lllllllllllllllllllll The mustard and bicycle chains kkkkkkkkk
Mr. Slate: Things got a little out of hand. Your Honor.
Special German Council: Mr. Slate very well. How did you acquire the Russian electric 

bike referred to as The Hammer & Cycle?
Mr. Slate: I’d tell you but, Neil is going to be mad as hell. Do you guys have a 5th 

Amendment here? Special German Council… No we don’t Mr. Slate. You are obligat-
ed to recount truthfully the events that led up to the main event we are investigating.  
Mr. Slate… Okay then. Is the main event you digress to the introduction of my new 
web-site, webby leaks?

Special German Council:               gulag GITMO jjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjj
Mr.Slate… Whoa chill out dude. Let’s call it a day, a little early maybe. Let’s go find 

some beer, and maybe some hash. Hash would be pretty good now. I ran out about 
an hour ago. Kkkkkkkkkkk  Bob nnnnnnnnnnnn    nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn My great 
hair kkkkk

Special German Council: Yes, Mr. Slate your hair is marvelous. Bob’s too. Where is 
he? This court was told you two were traveling together.

Mr. Slate… We were, your Honor. He’s still at the brothel. He may never leave. Any 
way I did return the kkkkkk   kkk and if we send it back to the Ukraine they might 
swap it out. So no harm, no foul. Right, Your Honor?

Special German Council: No Mr. Slate, in fact the llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll Then tomorrow you are going to lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Mr.Slate: I’d better call Marge Ann…

Webster Slate
The Gray Eminence

Cop Log

But Wait! There’s More
Puzzle by Peter Silzer

Puzzle and Clues on page 6

                               

Recyclable?
Pizza Box?

Nope.

Box liner or
             crusts?

Nope.

             crusts?             crusts?

MONTEREY REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
14201 DEL MONTE BLVD • MONTEREY COUNTY, CA  

MRWMD.ORG  •  WhatGoesWhere.info

RECYCLING IS 
CHANGING.
Get your recycling resource for 
Monterey County with the  
What Goes Where app, or go to
WhatGoesWhere.info

Pizza boxes are 
recyclable: just take out 
the liner, plastic insert, 
and any leftovers. 
(Thanks, but we’re not 
really up for seconds!)
Liners and plastic 
inserts are garbage—
sorry, they can’t  
be recycled.

Yep.

Play Ball For Youth Baseball And Softball
Downtown Pacific Grove Hosting FREE, Family-Friendly Event to 

Celebrate the Season
 The businesses of Downtown Pacific Grove are ready to celebrate the upcoming 

youth baseball and softball seasons during a special event on Saturday, April 2,7 from 
10am-2pm. All youth baseball and softball players are invited to wear their uniforms 
or favorite team’s jersey and collect baseball cards from designated businesses (look 
out for the baseball pennants) and after they have collected 10, from 10 different busi-
nesses, walk on over to the Rabobank courtyard for a free sweet treat and DJ music!  
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“It’s been an amazing year in the art classes at PG High,” says Mr Kelly, the Art 
teacher at Pacific Grove High and just last month his students entered the regional 
2019 Youth Art Competition hosted by the Seaside Arts Commission.  With over 300 
high school entries in 4 Art categories, 11 of the top awards went to Pacific Grove 
High.  At the awards ceremony on March 15, Seaside Mayor Ian Oglesby, handed 
out the awards.  Special recognition to PGH art student, Paulina Garza, when he 

Left: Seaside Mayor Ian 
Oglesby next to Mr. Kelly 
and students who were 
able to attend the March 
15 awards ceremony at 
Seaside City Hall.

Below: Noor Karaki, First Place, 2D Design Mixed Media, “Prosopagnosia”

PG High Art Students Receive Top Awards 

List of PGH award winners
3D Design

First Place 3D Design:  Tristan Parker-Lusseau, “1975 Muhammad Ali 
Everlast”
Honorable Mention: 3D Design: Thomas Jameson, “Frug,”
Honorable Mention: 3D Design:  Taylor, Sheza “Fit for a Queen”
Honorable Mention:  3D Design:  Natalie & Tanya von Giese, “Shoes 
for a Late Night”
2D Design
First Place:  2D Design:  Noor Karaki, “Prosopagnosia”
Honorable Mention: 2D Design:  Leticia Ferreira, “San Paulo”

selected her graphite drawing, “Oh So Shady,” for the only Mayor’s Choice Award 
that evening, he said, “When I walked around the corner and saw this drawing, its 
lighting and life-life quality just spoke to me so I knew I wanted to select it for this 
special award.”  All the art entered into the competition is currently on display at the 
Avery Gallery in the Seaside City Hall until April 25, 2019.  

Art students with Mr Kelly gather outside the 
Art room for a photo.

Back row.
 Kayleigh McCullough, Leticia Ferreira, Taylor 
Biondi, Sheza Bukhari, Aine Schlining, Tanya 
& Natalie von Giese

Front row
Mr Kelly, Noor Karaki, Paulina Garza, Thomas 
Jameson, Delson Hays

Not photographed: Tristan Parker-Lusseau

Right: Aine Schlining next 
to her graphite drawing at 
during the art reception.

Graphics
3rd Place:  Graphics, Delson Hays, “Multilingual Ocotopus”
Mayor’s	Choice	Award	&	Honorable	Mention:		Graphics:	Paulina	Garza,
“Oh, So Shady”
Honorable Mention Graphics, Aine Schlining, untitled
Honorable Mention: Graphics, Kayleigh McCullough, “Bones & Glass”
Digital Illustration:
Honorable Mention:  Veronica Serrano, “Golden Apple”
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Test of Tyme Launches New Consulting Division
Based in Pacific Grove for 10 years with a brand-new office/showroom opening 

on Sunset soon, Test of Tyme has recently announced that it has launched a new 
Consulting Division to help anyone involved in a home construction or restoration 
project to successfully achieve its goals by using advice from the principals, Don 
Whitaker and Susana DeFatima Silva with over 50 years of expertise building beau-
tiful homes. The principals of the firm are now available for expert consulting on 
any home construction or renovation project. Often by obtaining a second opinion, 
money can be saved and a higher quality can be achieved.

Test of Tyme, LLC is a Monterey Peninsula-based full-service construction 
firm that restores, remodels and builds high quality homes locally and regionally. 
Over the years, the Test of Tyme partners have worked together along with selected 
high-end contractors on many homes in Pebble Beach, Carmel and Carmel Valley 
and beyond, including many luxury estates on the ocean side of Seventeen Mile 
Drive. They take pride in our outstanding craftsmanship and creative vision. They 
have made an association with a cadre of top-level craftsmen that they believe gives 
the client the very best that’s available in the area. Test of Time offers a virtual book 
showing an array of high-quality projects that can be downloaded from its website, 
www.testoftyme.com/book as well as many helpful articles. 

About Don Whitaker, Co-Founder
A partner in Test of Tyme, LLC, Monterey native Don Whitaker is also the 

owner of The Golden Hammer in Pacific Grove providing cabinetry and custom 
millwork, including furniture design. He earned local, state-wide and international 
awards for his carpentry work and has over 40 years of experience, primarily on the 
largest homes in the Carmel and Pebble Beach area. His passion for perfection is 
reflected in his wood artistry seen in doors, beams, cabinets, floors and more. Don is 
a graduate of Monterey High School and attended Monterey Peninsula College. He 
began work in his field at the cabinetry shop that his father managed. 

About Susana DeFatima Silva, MA, 
Co-Founder/Proprietor/Managing Partner

Susana DeFatima is responsible for developing and implementing Test of 
Tyme’s strategic plan. She is involved in sourcing, financing, and managing real 
estate development projects for Test of Tyme. She oversees Test of Tyme’s man-
agement responsibilities and all aspects of its portfolio operations including capital 
improvements, marketing and management services. Susana DeFatima manages the 
properties owned by the various Test of Tyme Investment entities. In this role she 
serves as the primary contact for portfolio tenants; managing lease documentation, 
administration, and the tenant improvement process.

Susana is responsible for managing the day-to-day general operation of the 
LLC, overseeing the entire process and managing the year end closing process at 
Test of Tyme. In addition to performing property management functions, she works 

closely with her partner in achieving the vision in which they strive for the com-
pany as well as budgeting, and a variety of internal performance reports.

Managing the financial and operational aspects of the LLC, Susana DeFatima 
is responsible for payroll and handles all functions of Test of Tyme’s investments. 
Susana DeFatima is the Operating Manager and is responsible for managing all 
facets of Test of Tyme’s real estate portfolio to ensure competitive returns on in-
vestment, she also assists her partner with Design and Development. Susana De-
Fatima has extensive experience in operating real estate, having started her career 
in finance and property management while working her way into development. 

Susana is a Visionary Entrepreneur with an International perspective. She is 
a member of the Institute for Luxury Home Marketing and an Associate Member 
of the AIA of Monterey Bay – a Chapter of the American Institute of Architects. 
Susana DeFatima is a native of the Açores Islands of Portugal and has over 20 
years’ experience in project management and real estate development. She holds 
an MA Degree in International Policy Studies, with a focus in International Trade, 
Investments & Development from the prestigious Middlebury Institute of Inter-
national Studies and a BA in Communications from CSU Monterey Bay. Susana 
is also an active community volunteer, and has worked with MEarth, Monterey 
County Reads of the Panetta Institute, Kinship Center of Monterey County, Meals 
on Wheels, Big Brothers Big Sisters and F.D.E.S. Portuguese Hall of Monterey, a 
non-profit that raises revenue to fund scholarships for local youth.

To call for more information or to set up a consultation, call (831) 655-2008 
or email tot@testoftyme.com.

Over the years, the Test of 
Tyme partners have worked 
together along with select-
ed high-end contractors 
on many homes in Pebble 
Beach, Carmel and Carmel 
Valley and beyond, includ-
ing many luxury estates on 
the ocean side of Seven-
teen Mile Drive.
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Random Thoughts
Jane Roland

Apollo 11

Thursday night we saw Apollo 11. It is a documentary, pieced together with film 
clips (recently discovered) and graphics.  Far from being boring as one might think, 
it was gripping and fascinating.  Although most of us are familiar with the history 
and many of us watched what was shown on television and, of course the movies.  
I wasn’t really struck with the magnitude until we saw this film.  It brought home 
the amazing courage demonstrated by these men and the other astronauts, past and 
present.  The following is a description of the spaceflight:

“Apollo 11 was the spaceflight that landed the first two people on the Moon. 
Commander Neil Armstrong and lunar module pilot Buzz Aldrin, both American, 
landed the Apollo Lunar Module Eagle on July 20, 1969, at 20:17 UTC. Armstrong 
became the first person to step onto the lunar surface six hours later on July 21 at 
02:56:15 UTC; Aldrin joined him 19 minutes later. They spent about two and a 
quarter hours together outside the spacecraft, and collected 47.5 pounds (21.5 kg) 
of lunar material to bring back to Earth. Command module pilot Michael Collins 
flew the command module Columbia alone in lunar orbit while they were on the 
Moon’s surface. Armstrong and Aldrin spent 21.5 hours on the lunar surface before 
rejoining Columbia in lunar orbit.  Apollo 11 was launched by a Saturn V rocket from 
Kennedy Space Center on Merritt Island, Florida, on July 16 at 13:32 UTC, and was 
the fifth crewed mission of NASA’s Apollo program. The Apollo spacecraft had three 
parts: a command module (CM) with a cabin for the three astronauts, and the only 
part that returned to Earth; a service module (SM), which supported the command 
module with propulsion, electrical power, oxygen, and water; and a lunar module 

(LM) that had two stages – a descent stage for landing on the Moon, and an 
ascent stage to place the astronauts back into lunar orbit. After being sent to the 
Moon by the Saturn V’s third stage, the astronauts separated the spacecraft from it 
and traveled for three days until they entered lunar orbit. Armstrong and Aldrin then 
moved into Eagle and landed in the Sea of Tranquility. The astronauts used Eagle’s 
ascent stage to lift off from the lunar surface and rejoin Collins in the command 
module. They jettisoned Eagle before they performed the maneuvers that blasted 
them out of lunar orbit on a trajectory back to Earth. They returned to Earth and 
splashed down in the Pacific Ocean on July 24 after more than eight days in space. 

”

 I was especially interested in seeing it as, when I was a little girl I lived 
on Governor’s Island in New York Harbor, across from Manhattan.  It is now a 
tourist destination; ,however, from 1783 to 1966, the island was a United States 
Army post, and later,from 1966 to 1996, the island served as a major United States 
Coast Guard installation. In my day it was Ft. Jay (for John Jay) and was a defensive 
Infantry post.  My father was in charge of the disciplinary barracks, FT. Williams,  
The post commander was J. Lawton Collins (lightening Joe) One of his sons, 
Michael was my best friend, although a couple of years older than I.  I didn’t see 
Michael, again after we left the post, but I followed his career.  It was interesting to 
see my little buddy, all grown up and circling the moon. Another thing I remember 
vividly is the day The Hindenburg crashed.  It sailed over our house, on the New 
York side of the island on the sea wall…we stood in our courtyard and saw it sail 
over, I have no idea how long it was that it crashed (May 6, 1937) in Lakehurst, 
New Jersey, somewhere I have pictures.

Hindenburg was the last passenger aircraft of the world’s first airline — her 
chief steward was the first flight attendant in history — and she was the fastest way 
to cross the Atlantic in her day.

Hindenburg’s passengers could travel from Europe to North and South America 
in half the time of the fastest ocean liner, and they traveled in luxurious interiors that 
would never again be matched in the air; they enjoyed meals in an elegant dining 
room, listened to an aluminum piano in a modern lounge, slept in comfortable cabins, 
and could even have a cigarette or cigar in the ship’s smoking room.

Hindenburg’s Dining Room
All that came to an end in 32 seconds because above the elegant passenger 

quarters were 7 million cubic feet of hydrogen gas.  
 From those days I also recall the birth of the Dionne Quints, Sonja Henie  

a Norwegian figure skater and film star. She was a three-time Olympic Champion 
and Uncle Don who read comics to children early on Sundays, until, it is alleged, 
he thought the mike was dead and “uttered I hope that will hold the little bastards.”  
This has been refuted…I was too little to understand about zeppelin crashes, and 
remember only the “funny papers” being read.  

 I do remember Michael and hope I can find a picture of him and me when 
we were children. Gcr770@aol.com  

5th Annual
Easter Egg Hunt!
Saturday, April 20th, 9 am - 11 am 
FREE! at PG Golf Course 

All Ages Welcome!

You bring 
the basket, 

we bring 
the eggs!
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Peninsula Pulchritude--Part 15

Homeless in Paradise

Exploring death’s spiritual possibili-
ties annually began April 7, 2015 when a 
neighbor shot himself as I was finishing 
my weekly “Homeless in Paradise” col-
umn just 20 feet from the wall separating 
the halves of our Seaside duplex.

Bang!
If I hadn’t assumed Matthew slammed 

a door, would he still be alive?
In a dreamlike vision just hours after 

he blew out part of his brain, but was 
on life support in a Salinas hospital, my 
neighbor whispered, “I was homeless in 
the heart. I wish I hadn’t done it.”

Too late.
He died a few hours later, after his 

organs were harvested, at age 30.
I had no further contact with him 

through the sixth sense known as my 
reporter’s “nose for news” aka “highly 
developed intuition.”

If we could have communicated after 
his death, I’d have asked:

Did you cross a legendary Rainbow 
Bridge like many pet-lovers believe car-
ries their precious animal babies into a 
peaceful paradise remarkably similar to 
human heaven?

According to the Rainbow Bridge 
beliefs, if a beloved dog or cat dies first, 
it is eventually reunited with its owner.

But, what if the human dies first? 
Or, the pet dies for its human, essentially 
sacrificing its own life through suicide by 
and for love?

Sounds far-fetched, but I witnessed 
such a case.

Animal suicide by and for love
Jackie Dashiell, editor of the Wom-

en’s World (society) section of the Los 
Angeles Herald-Examiner during the 
early 1970s, was a living legend in her 
own lifetime.

I was in awe of this intrepid red-
haired journalist who drew eyebrows on 
her face with stubby black copy pencils 
and sometimes smoked two cigarettes at 
a time when conducting a staff meeting to 
plan the next week’s daily society sections.

She was invincible. Jackie traveled 
the globe to get good stories, was the hon-
orary Lieutenant Governor of the State of 
Oklahoma, and she had confidence in me, 
a cub reporter, that I lacked.

Once, when she went to Korea, Jackie 
left me in charge of the office and we all 
survived!

When breast cancer struck Jackie, I 
was devastated, but she was back to work 
days, not weeks, after surgery.

When Jackie was pronounced cancer 
free, her dalmatian, Erin, developed a 
fast-growing tumor in the exact spot Jack-
ie’s cancer had been. The more Jackie’s 
high energy returned, the larger the pol-

yp-like tumor on the dog’s chest became.
One day it sagged like a balloon 

overly full of water and ripped from Erin’s 
body. The dog died.

Jackie lived nearly 20 more can-
cer-free years.

For all I know, she might have written 
“The Rainbow Bridge,” whose author 
remains anonymous.
The Rainbow Bridge (Death of a Pet)

There is a bridge connecting Heaven and 
Earth.
It is called the Rainbow Bridge because of 
all its beautiful colors.
Just this side of the Rainbow Bridge there 
is a land of meadows,
hills and valleys with lush green grass.
When a beloved pet dies, the pet goes to 
this place.
There is always food and water and warm 
spring weather.
The old and frail animals are young again.
Those who were sick, hurt or in pain are 
made whole again.
There is only one thing missing:
they are not with their special persons who 
loved them so much on earth.
So each day they run and play until the 

day comes
when one suddenly stops playing and 
looks up!
The nose twitches. The ears are up!
The eyes are staring, and this one runs 
from the group.
You have been seen, and when you and 
your special friend meet,
you take him/her in your arms and you 
hug him/her.
He/she licks and kisses your face again 
and again

And you look once more into the eyes of 
your best friend and trusting pet.
Then you cross the Rainbow Bridge to-
gether, never again to be apart.
(Author Unknown)

A rainbow on the horizon for homeless 
women and their dogs inMonterey

Gathering for Women and Commu-
nity Human Services will copartner with 
the County of Monterey to operate the 
Olympia Shelter for women and chil-
dren in Seaside if their application for 
HEAP funding is approved. Corollary 
to the human shelter is possible shelter 
for homeless women’s dogs on the GFW 
site at 147 Eldorado St., Monterey. www.
gatheringforwomen.org .

If the inevitability of separation by 
death cannot be avoided, here is an invoca-
tion that helps me release loved ones who, 
like the old dogs preparing to leave their 
loving ladies behind, must go.

May it help you proceed in peace 
toward your own version of the mystical 
Rainbow Bridge.

To A Beloved Soul in Transition
By Wanda Sue Parrott, FRC

May the Divine Essence of the Universe 
infuse your Being,
so your Consciousness is aware of the 
Greater Light
with which you are entrusted.
And may you merge into this Greater Light
as a feather is upraised when it rides the 
white wind
of the Invisible One humans call God,
and animals, insects, microbes  and plants 
embrace
as Commander of  their Innate Natures.
May you go in Peace Profound.
Go now,
before I change my mind!

Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at 831-
899-5887 amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com

Copyright 2019 by Wanda Sue Par-
rottIf a homeless dog dies, will its human 
join it by crossing the “Rainbow Bridge?”

On	April	5,	2019,	at	Scholze	Park	in	Monterey,	an	elderly	homeless	woman’s	
old dog gazed sadly into my eyes with red-rimmed orbs that spoke apologeti-
cally like a dream whisperer: I am dying. I am trying to prolong my life for her, 
but cannot keep sleeping on wet ground or wearing ragged tee shirts to warm 
my bones that ache with raw pain. I must go. I am sorry…and hope we can 
be together again soon. Until then, take care of her as she deserves to be 
respected, not abandoned.”

If a homeless dog dies, will its human join it by crossing the “Rainbow Bridge?”

CeliaSue Hecht, surviving homeless writer whose dog Cici appeared in the 
January 25 edition of this column under the headline “Was suicide-bent se-

nior	saved	by	her	doting	old	dog?”	sent	this	email	on	April	5:
Please pray for my Cici dog. Send her healing light. She has lost a lot of 

weight,	hardly	eating	or	drinking,	won’t	go	out	much	either.	Vet	said	her	blood	
work looks good, but she has a severe heart murmur. She is 12. Am worried 

sick about her. She ate this morning, but not since then. cshechtwriter@
gmail.com .

Play Ball For Youth Baseball And Softball
Downtown Pacific Grove Hosting FREE, Family-Friendly Event to 

Celebrate the Season
 The businesses of Downtown Pacific Grove are ready to celebrate the upcoming 

youth baseball and softball seasons during a special event on Saturday, April 2,7 from 
10am-2pm. All youth baseball and softball players are invited to wear their uniforms 
or favorite team’s jersey and collect baseball cards from designated businesses (look 
out for the baseball pennants) and after they have collected 10, from 10 different busi-
nesses, walk on over to the Rabobank courtyard for a free sweet treat and DJ music!  
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Poetry
Rudolph Tenenbaum

Robert Down Students Follow the Yellow Brick Road

They met on a train. A delightful ride!
Ttheir souls completely blended.
But quite unaccountably they arrived.
And their union ended.
To arrive, to complete is a general trend.
An ending! A final conclusion!
But if the route is pleasant, then its end
Is quite an intrusion.
It is beginnings that I adore.
To begin is all that I know.
To the distant magical Empezador
I am beginning to go.
It is quite easy to play a kazoo,
To collect the winnings,
And to confront a wolf at a zoo,
And to practice beginnings.
He manages to become the king
By marrying his scond cousin.
But as he completes just one little thing,
I can begin a dozen.
It is an inevitable decline
That is one of life’s underpinnings.
The reason I would exchange my life
For a hundred beginnings.

To begin to begin I have just begun.
Quite a trick. My head is spinning.
Now, everybody, begin to have fun
And begin beginning!
It is beginnings that I adore.
To begin is all that I know.
Let me just get my foot in the door.
Even less. Just my toe.

Robert Down Elementary offered “Th Wizard of Oz”presented by the brand new Drama Club produced by teachers Patty Bloomer and Zee Smith acted by first through fifth graders. Photo credit 
Hazel McClaren.
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Pacific Grove 
Charming Coveted Spazier Ave Home | 632 Spazier Avenue 
SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210657 

Offered at $910,000

Joe Smith
Joe.Smith@sothebyshomes.com | 831.238.1984    

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Monterey Peninsula Brokerages
Carmel-by-the-Sea | Carmel Rancho | Carmel Valley | Pacific Grove | onlywithus.com
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International 
Realty, Inc.Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. 
SIR DRE License Number: 899496
DRE License Numbers for All Featured Agents:  Debbie Heron: 01309232 | Laraye Sullivan: 1910918 | Kathi Holland: 1463550 | Leslie K. Johnson: 976122 | Maureen Mason: 00977430 | Arleen Hardenstein: 01710953 | Joe Smith: 01335794 
| Joe Gallagher: 01962982 | Nate Randall: 02033961

Carmel Highlands 
Sweeping Views. Superb Workmanship  | 139 San Remo 
SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0501639 

Offered at $3,599,000

Debbie Heron
Debbie.Heron@sothebyshomes.com | 831.905.5158

OPEN SATURDAY 1:30-4:30

Carmel 
Pot Of Gold Views Forever! | 3518 Greenfield Place 
SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0501644 

Offered at $2,749,000

Leslie K. Johnson
Leslie.Johnson@sothebyshomes.com |   831.238.0464

Pebble Beach 
2939 Old 17 Mile Drive 
SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210743 

Offered at $2,995,000

Laraye Sullivan
Laraye.Sullivan@sothebyshomes.com | 831.624.1566

Carmel 
Ocean View Cottage | Ne Corner San Carlos & 1st 
SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210750 

Offered at $1,795,000

Maureen Mason
Maureen.Mason@sothebyshomes.com | 831.901.5575

Carmel Valley Ranch 
Luxury Entertainer’s Showcase | 9561 Oak Court 
9561OAKCT.COM 

Offered at $1,700,000

Nate Randall
Nate.Randall@sothebyshomes.com | 831.869.6117

Pacific Grove 
Tucked Away! | 1339 David Avenue 
SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210721 

Offered at $1,039,000

Arleen Hardenstein
Arleen.Hardenstein@sothebyshomes.com | 831.915.8989

OPEN SATURDAY 1-4

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Monterey Peninsula Brokerages
Carmel-by-the-Sea | Carmel Rancho | Carmel Valley | Pacific Grove | onlywithus.com

Monterey 
Cute Single Level Monterey Home | 557 Pine Street 
SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210715 

Last Asking Price $750,000

Joe Gallagher
Joe.Gallagher@sothebyshomes.com | 831.917.1631

JUST SOLD

Del Rey Oaks 
4 Bedroom 2 bath 2200 sq. ft. | 924 Via Verde 
SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210726 

Offered at $625,000

Bill Bluhm
Bill.Bluhm@sothebyshomes.com | 831.277.2782

OPEN SATURDAY 2-4


