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Enhancing Pedestrian
Safety

Wacky Wednesday
•

First Wednesday of the
month
at 5-6:30 pm
“Lego” my Library
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On Thursday, a meeting involving Police Department, Public Works, and School Officials took
place to discuss potential suggested safety improvements to the High School Corridor. A recommendation to CalTrans will be made in the next few weeks
to include input on how to make the Sunset Drive
area safer for our students and drivers. CalTrans has
responsibility for the Sunset/68 corridor, and will
work closely with the City to implement solutions.
Immediate changes you will observe are having our
School Resource Officer at the intersection of Sunset
and 19th every school day morning. Public Works will
also make improvements, including trimming back trees
in the corridor and near the crosswalk. Public Works
will also replace some of the lights in the crosswalk
area. Residents and visitors will continue to see social
media information on driving and pedestrian safety.
Recommendations will be also be discussed at the upcoming Traffic Safety Commission meeting, scheduled for
Tuesday, January 28 at 4pm in the City Council Chamber.
See more on page 7.
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Music with MaryLee (all ages)
•

Saturday January 25
DAR Genealogy Seminar
LDS Church
$35 Call 917-9798
•

Wednedsay January 29
Dine Out With Friends
to benefit OG Library
La Mia Cucina
373-2416
•

Wednesday, February 12
Honoring Cdr. Rory Lakind
Fandango Restaurant
Chamber members and City
Oficials Only
5-6:30 PM
•
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OnWednesday, January 23, 2020, a number of
community members were invited to Forest Grove
Elementary School to greet incoming students,
making a gauntlet called “Kindness Greeters” at
each of the main entrances to the campus. Included
were parents, school board members, and three
members of the Pacific Grove Police Department,
each of whom wore a lei and a name tag, waved
and said hi and gave high-fives to students celebrating the 100th day of school and honoring
Martin Luther King.
Among the greeters was Cdr. Rory Lakind,
waving a banner that said “Be Kind” in foot-tall
letters. He decided the banner was meant for him
by chairperson Carolyn Swanson, and that along

with the lei, spelled out his name: “Lei-Kind.”
Cdr. Lakind will be honored on February
12 as the Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce
City Employee of the Year.
After nearly 30 years in police work, Lakind still sees police duty as a positive partnership between the officers and the citizens they
are sworn to “serve and protect.” Beginning as
an intern when he was in college on the Rutgers
police department in New Jersey, he has served
with departments of various sizes, including
more than 21 years in Houston, TX and the past
five in Pacific Grove. He has investigated 40
homicides and 40 officer-involved shootings.
Known for his positive outlook, Lakind

says he is glad to come to work every
day. He still wishes the police could
solve the mystery of the “burning
man” on the golf course, and says his
favorite, unforgettable story is about
the robber who grabbed a purse from
a woman walking with her boyfriend
down by Lovers Point and who then,
hoping perhaps to get to know her better, poster his ID on Instagram which,
of course, resulted in his arrest.
He says the current chief is a
“people person” and that he also enjoys working under the City Manager,
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Alumni Association Board
Seats Officers for 2020

Joan Skillman

Skillshots

At its January meeting, the Pacific Grove High School Alumni Association seated its 2020
officers. Executive officers include Beth Penney, class of 1973, president; Edie Adams McDonald,
class of 1956, vice president; Joanie Hyler, class of 1968, treasurer; Patty Fifer Kieffer, class of
1960, recording secretary; and Donna Murphy, class of 1979, corresponding secretary.
The Pacific Grove High School Alumni Association’s Board of Directors meets seven time
each year to manage the Association’s business, consider requests for funding, award scholarships
to graduating Pacific Grove High School students, and plan activities. Money for funding and
scholarships comes from donations made to the Association, a 501(c)(3) corporation, which was
originally formed in 1889 and reactivated in 1962.
Graduates and attendees of Pacific Grove High School, as well as those who attended any
of the district’s public schools, are welcome to join the Association; membership forms are
available on the website. Dues are $25 per year. There are also several seats available on the
Board of Directors.
For more information about the Pacific Grove High School Alumni Association and its
programs, and about joining the Association or its board, visit the PGHSAA website at www.
pghsaa.org.

Genealogy Society Will Hear About
Land and Houses

The Monterey County Genealogy Society, Inc. (MoCoGenSo) will hold its regular monthly program Thursday, November 7 at 7 PM. Programs are held the first
Thursday of each month at the Family History Center, located at the LDS Church,
1024 Noche Buena, Seaside.
This month’s program will be “Every Home Has a Story: Research and Discover
the Stories of Your House and the Land and Houses of Your Ancestors” presented by
Kathy Nielsen.
The meeting starts at 7 p.m. with doors open at 6:15 p.m. The Library will be
open until 9 p.m. for research after the meeting. All meetings are free and open to
the public: everyone is welcome. For further information, call 375-2340, or visit the
website at www.mocogenso.org.

Voting Rights & Money in Politics:
Protecting Our Democracy in 2020

January 26, 1 p.m.
Community Room, Marina Public Library
190 Seaside Circle, Marina 93933
Free admission. Open to public
Abdi Soltani, Executive Director of the ACLU of Northern California, will speak on
these issues. Introduction by Michelle Welsh, Professor of Constitutional Law at
Monterey College of Law.

10

$

95

PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE
Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy.
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents.
Week Ending Wednesday, January 22, 2020
Inches, as of 8 AM, 1/22/20:

1.6"

Current season's total since 7/1/19:

11.1"

Rain total one year ago to date:
6.85"
_______________________________________________
Previous Season--July 2018 through June 2019:

26"

Pacific Grove Rain Gauge
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Let Freedom Ring
Marty Dunn
Rovin’ in the Grove
Colton Hall in Monterey was originally built as a schoolhouse in the late 1840s
under the direction of Walter Colton, the alcalde (mayor) of the town. In 1849, California
ushered in its statehood at this site, which hosted the first constitutional convention,
and the fledgling state’s constitution was signed here. The hall is still solid both in its
construction and in its symbolism: you might say it’s the ‘Philadelphia’ of California
in its historic significance.
This past weekend, the view in front of Colton Hall was one of hundreds of people
(and some four-footed companions, which almost goes without saying in this neck of
the woods) gathered to honor their freedom to assemble and to speak. The Women’s
March, now in its fourth year nationally, rallied the participants here before their march
through downtown Monterey. (By the way, there were LOTS of men here; it was a
very inclusive parade.)
This was my first attendance at such an event, and I was impressed by the breadth
of concerns—and hopes—expressed by the many signs, chants and information booths
throughout the area. To get some background on this event, I did a little research into
its history.
The march began in January of 2017 after the inauguration of the current president.
There were those, especially women, who felt this current president had made remarks
that were offensive to women’s rights and other causes. That first year, more than
470,000 protestors, the largest such gathering ever in United States history, showed
up to let their concerns be known.
The goals of the subsequent annual marches, spread across the nation, are to
advocate legislation and policies regarding human rights and other issues, including
women’s rights, immigration reform, healthcare reform, reproductive rights, the environment, LGBTQ rights, racial equality, freedom of religion, workers’ rights and
tolerance. That’s a big agenda but one that most everyone I saw at Colton Hall seemed
to identify with in one way or another.
Many organizations were represented at the booths ringing the grounds in front of
Colton Hall, rather an eclectic collection. Some might say ‘the usual suspects’ were
there, but there were also many groups’ tables set up to offer information, support, and
sign-ups for a wide range of causes and interests. There was even a table representing
Job’s Daughters, an offshoot of the Masons which provides leadership skills to girls
between the ages of 10 and 20. Male and female candidates in the upcoming election
were on hand as were local non-profits who are in the trenches working with a lot of
the issues that sparked the original march and continue to inspire action now.
The mood of the crowd seemed buoyant but there was also an undercurrent of
seriousness about it all. These are people who cared enough to come out to try to do
good, following the ‘think globally, act locally’ philosophy. I chatted with passers-by,
one of whom commented how great this Colton Hall venue was. She and her husband
went to the first two Women’s Marches, which were held at MPC, and they both said
this choice was much more doable in many ways.
And being at Colton Hall certainly reflected many of the ideals written for all time
in California’s constitution—and in that of the United States as well.
Footnote: The Women’s March took place on the weekend of Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s birthday, a fitting tribute to that man’s character.
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Point Pinos 165th Birthday Celebration

Come celebrate the 165th birthday of Pacific Grove’s historic Point Pinos Lighthouse. The birthday celebration will take place on Saturday, February 1 from 10am-4pm.
Free admission all day, cake and live music at 1pm and docents in historic costumes.

PCdr. Lakind from page 1

Ben Harvey. He and his wife, Toni, have two sons, ages 14 and 16. The rest of his family
still lives in New Jersey.
On Wednesday, February 12, 2020, 5:00-6:30 p.m.   at Fandango Restaurant – 223
17th Street. join the Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce Chamber members and
city officials are invited to honor Commander Rory Lakind as the Chamber’s City
Employee of the Year. For more information,   call Rita Pescatore at (831) 373-3304
or rita@pacificgrove.org

JANUARY

26

FRIENDS OF THE PACIFIC GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY

ANNUAL
MEETING
PATRICIA HAMILTON, LIFE IN PACIFIC GROVE
PLUS

SPEAKERS, PACIFIC GROVE BOOKS AUTHORS & PACIFIC
GROVE AT YOUR FEET BOOK LAUNCH

Sunday, 1/26, 2-4 pm

Pacific Grove Community Center
515 Junipero Ave. Pacific Grove

Doors open at 1:45 pm; business meeting 2-2:45 pm; author presentations
2:45 - 3:30 pm; refreshments, book sales & author signing 3:30-4 pm
Memberships available at the door - free Krieg book with new membership
(current & renewing members receive 15% off Pacific Grove Books titles)

For more information, please visit www.pglibraryfriends.org or call 831-601-0934

State of the City Address

On Wednesday January 29 at 6:00 PM, the Mayor will deliver the State of the City
Address at the Community Center, located at 515 Junipero Avenue. Recent accomplishments, issues and future plans will be described, followed by audience-suggested
topics. The public is encouraged to attend.

Gig of the Decade!

Dan Bohrman

Spotlight

Eelgrass Sea Hare

Join the 2020 Census Team

Wildlife Spotlight
by Dan Bohrman

Learn About Job Opportunities
at the next

2020 Census Application Session
January 31, 2020

Phyllaplysia taylori

10:00AM to 5:00PM
Monterey Public Library
625 Pacific Street
Monterey, CA 93940
SUPERVISORY & NON-SUPERVISORY POSITIONS
$21.00 to $23.00 in Monterey County
✓Reimbursement for Work-Related Mileage and Expenses ✓Flexible Hours ✓Paid Training
✓Work in your community ✓Weekly Paychecks

The Eelgrass Sea Hare, or Taylor’s Sea Hare, is a small
aquatic slug found along the Pacific Coast. They grow
to about two inches long and vary in color from green
to yellow depending on their diet. Sea Hares contribute
to the health of seagrass beds by cleaning the leaves
of algae that would otherwise prevent sunlight from
reaching the plant.

Apply online

www.2020census.gov/jobs
1-855-562-2020

Connect with us
@uscensusbureau
For more information:
2020CENSUS.GOV
D-XX-XX-XX-###

Federal Relay Service
800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII
www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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Webster Slate

Gray Eminence

Crossword Puzzle
Peter Silzer

Lunar New Year Solution is on page 7

Last week I wrote of a matter of concern with optimism and confidence.
Last Friday morning (1/17/20), I was off early to do various newspaper-ee things.
I live near the high school so I went to the 5 corners where Michael Logan was ever
vigilant. I made the turn to take 68 up and out to the 1. The school day was about to
start. There were more than a few students walking about. It was a beautiful morning
indeed. The sun was rising and I personally did not find it to be a hindrance for my
vision what so ever. It’s worth noting that last week’s issue praised our school resource
Officer, Justin Hankes. He was there at the crosswalk, in top form. He had implemented the fancy speed read out machine on wheels. I was traveling at 14MPH. With a
friendly wave I was confidently encouraged to continue on my way to do the various
newspaper-ee that keep our presses rolling.
Friends and darling readers, I suggest that you can take great pride in knowing that
The PGPD was already way ahead. Credit where credit is due. Our PGPD immediately
took, well thought out and quite thorough; action to keep everyone safe.
Please take my word for it. We can all be proud of the efforts of PGPD to keep
us safe.
I hope and trust that, PGPD will take pride that their efforts are respected and
appreciated.
&btw- The whole Floating Crosswalk seems to be a decent idea. Alas it also seems
to be illegal in California.

Across
1
Actress Thurman et al.
5
Christianity’s Savior
10 Male parent
13 The __ Road (ancient trade
route)
14 Part of a ruminant’s digestive
system
15 Ounce, pound, or ton
17 Not pro
18 Scrawny animal
19 This clue has one
20 Common greeting on 53-across
(Cantonese) (4 wds)
23 “It’s no __! I can’t do it.”
24 Not missing a part
25 First among 24 in Greek
29 Highlands hillside
32 “With this ring, I thee __”
33 Common gift on 53-across (2
wds)
36 Where there is no “I”?
37 Like severe pain
38 Early caucus state
42 Common sound on 53-across
44 Guitar pioneer Paul
47 Burden
48 “__ produces a kind of pleasure
which human nature cannot do without” Confucius
49 CSUMB student
51 __ goo gai pan
53 Celebration of more than 20% of
the world’s population
60 Put on the payroll
61 Bring joy to
62 Percussion instrument (e.g.,
dagu, tanggu, or bolang gu)
64 Pond problem
65 Like 60% of the world’s population
66 Heredity factor
67 Foreign agent
68 Peddles
69 Toward the rising sun

Down
1
“Born in the __” Springsteen
2
Dynasty that built the Great Wall
3
The A in SATB
4
Body’s largest organ
5
Singer Groban and others
6
Roast host
7
It’s a wrap in Bollywood
8
Fighter letters?
9
“The Twilight __” fantasy film
series
10 Like van Gogh
11 “Be that as it may. . .”
12 Simple antenna
16 Played with
21 Double-reed instrument from the
Zhou Dynasty
22 Overly cute, to a Brit
25 Brush painting or calligraphy
26 Taiwan-born director Ang __
27 “Kiss cam” smooch, briefly
28 Take up, like a skirt
29 Sad music?
30 Campus military org.
31 Mimic
34 “You’re so __” Carly Simon hit
35 Off-white shade
38 Post-OR area
39 Gives the green light
40 Ancient dynasty after the Han
41 Rainbow shape
42 Pebble Beach alert
43 Seaport on the Taiwan Strait
44 Scottish lakes
45 Moral standards
46 Rile or roil (2 wds)
50 Perennial foe
51 Bronze, copper, or iron
52 1936 Olympics hero Jesse
54 Nautical “seven”
55 “If all __ fails. . .”
56 Execute perfectly, like a dismount
57 Outer limit
58 Territory
59 Stands for office
63 Convened

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20200056
The following person is doing business as BONNIE
BAKES COOKIES, 829 GROVE ACRE AVE, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. BONNIE MAUREEN BRIEN,
829 GROVE ACRE AVE, Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey
County on January 8, 2020. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name
or name(s) listed above on 1/8/20. Signed: Stephen L.
Vagnini. This business is conducted by an individual.
Publication dates: 1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20192646
The following person is doing business as YORO
YOGA, 590 Spencer St. Apt B, Monterey, Monterey
County, CA 93940. REBEKAH CHRISTINE YORO,
90 Spencer St. Apt B, Monterey, CA 93940. This
statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on 12/20/19. Registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or name(s)
listed above on N/A Signed: Rebekah Yoro. This business is conducted by an individual. Publication dates:
1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7/20

Legal Notices
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20192655
The following person is doing business as LUCY’S
ON LIGHTHOUSE, 1120 LIGHTHOUSE AVENUE,
Pacific Grove, Monterey County, CA 93950. LUCY’S
ON LIGHTHOUSE, LLC, 1120 LIGHTHOUSE AVENUE, Pacific Grove, CA 93950.. This statement was
filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on December
26, 2019. Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed
above on 12/12/19. Signed: Tamie Aceves, Member.
This business is conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20192624
The following person is doing business as CARRIED
AWAY BOUTIQUE, 606 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific
Grove, MONTEREY COUNTYCA 93950. VONNE,
MULLICAN BATTISTINI, 714 Carmel Ave., Pacific
Grove, CA 93950. This statement was filed with the
Clerk of Monterey County on December 20, 2019.
Registrant commenced to transact business under the
fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on
n/a. Signed: Vonne Mullican Battistini. This business
is conducted by an individual. Publication dates:
1/3/20, 1/10/20, 1/17/20, 1/24/20
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Your Contribution
Poetry

DINE OUT WITH FRIENDS
Wednesday, January 29th
La Mia Cucina

208 17th Street PG
373-2416

lamiacucinaristorante.com

Dinner from 5:00pm to 8:30pm
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED

A portion of your check will be donated to support
the Pacific Grove Library
Sponsored by the Friends of Pacific Grove Library

La Mia Cucina

The Tradition Continues with family recipes
including fresh house made sauces,
dressings, sausage, ravioli, gnocchi, and
incredible desserts! Open for Dinner
Wednesday through Sunday at 5:00.
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Jane Roland

Random Thoughts

THE END ZONE
I have mentioned in the past
that while I had no aversion to football I
certainly did not enjoy watching the game
either in the stadium or on television.
Every man I was with worshiped at the
throne of the end zone. When I was in
high school and college it was required
that Friday night dates (or at Arizona many
afternoon games) included a view of the
pigskin in action. In San Francisco I went
to a few games at Kezar but recall very
little My former husband, Larry DeVine,
didn’t display his affection while we were
in Europe because sports news was limited
to what the Stars and Stripes wanted to
report, days after the event.
When we returned to the United States
and stationed for a few months in Fargo,
North Dakota, I prepared a wonderful
Thanksgiving feast.Time to eat came and
went, because my husband was glued to
the telly and the game. After we were
divorced and living in Miami. I had a
beau, Fred Eley, who was devoted to the
game and especially the new team, Miami
Dolphins. He took me to a few games. In
1972, I had returned to Monterey. The
Dolphin’s seventh season, and third season
in the National Football League (NFL).
They lost no games in fact are the only
NFL team to win the Super Bowl with a
perfect season. The undefeated campaign
was led by coach Don Shula and notable
players Bob Griese, Earl Morrall, and
Larry Csonka. I must say I had learned
enough to be a little excited, and sad that
I had not been there to witness the win.
I started to date John Roland. If I
thought Fred was devoted, John was
obsessed. He had four season tickets
to the 49ers purchased when he lived in
“The City” in 1955 and the team played
at Keizar. He invited me and the children
to a game at the newly constructed Candlestick Park. Only half of the stadium
was finished. Later it was enclosed. I
quickly learned that if I married John I
would also invite his team into our lives…
over the years over 45 we missed few
games, rain and bitter cold did not deter
us. Occasionally we were among the few
“faithful” but good or bad we were there.
A couple of years before Candlestick was
abandoned for Santa Clara, we sold our
tickets to a friend. It had become a long
day, too long. When the team left the
stick, our friends gave up the seats as the
expense had become horrendous and the
seats they were offered were in the end
zone. We watch faithfully every time the
team plays. Much has been written about
Jimmy Garoppola…He has not been well
treated by the press, one of the columnist
said that were Tom Brady the quarterback,
we would not be underdogs. I love JT and
would not be very interested in Brady who,
in my opinion, is full of himself. JT is a
grandmother’s dream. We will watch him
win the super bowl.
ITop of Form
The San Francisco 49ers were charter
members of the All-America Football Conference, which began play in 1946. Had it
not been for the Browns, who won four
championships and lost only four games
in the league’s four years of operation,
the 49ers would have been the AAFC’s
dominant team. Their cumulative record
was an excellent 39-15-2. They handed
the Browns two of their four defeats but

finished second each year. Even in attendance, the 49ers were second best in the
AAFC next to Cleveland. When the 49ers
moved to the NFL in 1950 following
the collapse of the AAFC, their original
management team -- co-owners Anthony
J. Morabito and Victor P. Morabito and
general manager Louis Spadia -- remained
intact. The 49ers in the 1950s boasted of
some of the game’s great individual stars:
quarterbacks Frankie Albert and Y. A.
Tittle, running backs Hugh McElhenny,
Joe Perry and John Henry Johnson, tackle
Bob St. Clair and defensive tackle Leo
Nomellini. But the closest they came to a
championship in their first two decades of
NFL play was in 1957, when they tied Detroit for the NFL Western division crown
but lost in a playoff.San Francisco flirted
with success in 1970, 1971 and 1972, when
the 49ers won three straight NFC Western
division titles. Every year, they were eliminated by the Dallas Cowboys, in the NFC
championship games 1970 and 1971 and
in the first playoff round in 1972. In 1971,
the 49ers moved their home games from
antiquated Kezar Stadium to 68,491-seat
Candlestick Park.
A bright new era dawned for the 49ers
on March 31, 1977, when Edward J. DeBartolo Jr. became the new team owner. He
dedicated himself to transforming a team
that never won a league championship into
a pro football power. In 1979, DeBartolo
selected Bill Walsh, renowned as an offensive specialist, as the 49ers head coach. It
took Walsh just three seasons to bring San
Francisco its first-ever league championship with a 26-21 win over Cincinnati in
Super Bowl XVI.
San Francisco also won the NFC West
in 1983 and did even better in 1984 with 18
wins in 19 games and a 38-16 Super Bowl
XIX victory over the Miami Dolphins.
Walsh concluded his pro coaching career
after a last-second 20-16 victory over Cincinnati in Super Bowl XXIII. In 10 years,
Walsh compiled a 102-62-1 record and
won six NFC West titles and three Super
Bowls. The 49ers of the 1980s were loaded
with a group of young superstars including quarterback Joe Montana, receivers
Dwight Clark and Jerry Rice, running back
Roger Craig and defensive back Ronnie
Lott. George Seifert, who replaced Walsh,
continued to take full advantage of the
existing talent. Careful personnel planning
paid off as capable new players were on
hand when veteran stars retired. A perfect
example is the quarterback position where
Steve Young was on hand to replace Montana, who battled a series of injuries before
leaving the 49ers. Seifertt’s record as the
49ers head man was awesome, with two
Super Bowl wins -- a 55-10 win over the
Denver Broncos in Super Bowl XXIV and
a 49-26 victory over the San Diego Chargers in Super Bowl XXIX. Now we have
Mike Shanahan and immy Garoppolo who
may have only had eight pass attempts in
the NFC Championship Game but he accomplished plenty as a passer this regular
season: 3,978 Pass yards, 4th-most in a
single season in 49ers history; completed
69.1% of passes, 5th-highest percentage in
the NFL; three games with 300 Pass yards,
four pass TD & 70% completion percage
(most in NFL). Jane Roland,gcr770@aol.
com, 831-649-0657Bottom of Form

Page 6 • CEDAR STREET

Times

• January 24, 2020

The Redesign Goes on
Joy Colangelo

From the Trenches

Let’s continue with our redesign of
our wanna-be awake town to our “woke”
town that won’t just jump on the commercial track that every little city is attempting
to do to attract visitors. And by visitors I
mean money.
Let’s say we’re so visionary, realizing
we’ve had our eyes wide shut, realizing
we thought we saw the light at the end of
the tunnel only to find out it was the light
of another train heading straight for us,
that we are going to redesign our city to
be different from everyone else. In other
words, we should keep it nearly the way
it already is! Our sleepy town is what
enough people want. Quiet. It’s a census
others aren’t poised to attract. It’s the type
of visitor who comes exactly because we
don’t have high entertainment, because we
don’t have boisterous brew pubs, because
we don’t have party houses, fast food and
malls. They come because they want a
quiet rental, be it a B&B, short term rental
or quaint hotel. They want to hike, to walk
to the Aquarium, to visit the Sanctuary, to
visit rocky beaches. We have to employ
something planners at Strong Towns call
“spooky wisdom” - it’s activities done by
resilient communities despite ordinances.
Underground accessory dwelling units,
people living in their offices, people doing
business out of their home, food trucks and
carts, pop-ups, etc.
Before we get known for being so
sleepy we’re awake is to eliminate our
sprawl. Take the Forest Hill businesses and pull them down to Lighthouse.
Some will share space together in the big
buildings, forming a little mini-market,
exposing their customers to each others
businesses. Take the banks and get them
off Lighthouse. Tourists down’t need a
bank and locals don’t want to get bogged
down circling the Lighthouse loop to find
parking. Move insurance, medical and real

estate offices to side streets like Fountain
and Grand. If you have a product, you’re
on Lighthouse. If you provide a service
you are on a side street. We’ll likely have
to give up on retail space except for small
gift shops but those gifts should all be locally made. Everything else can be bought
on-line just like it already is, so no great
big change of behavior needed there. The
difference is, our city will accept that most
retail is bought on line. We’ll look brilliant
for accepting the obvious.
What to do with the now empty buildings on Forest Hill? Housing. Make the
Pacific Grove Fairway (where the pizza,
pet, bagel businesses are located) and
build stories above, keeping the parking.
Building housing from scratch costs about
$450,000 a unit for affordable housing (!)
but you won’t be starting from scratch.
And no mixed use - housing on all floors.
Remember - retail doesn’t pay. Keep Ace
Hardware, Well’s Fargo and the gas station
along with Trader Joe’s and Safeway up on
the hill. Thus, all the surrounding housing
remains walkable to essential services.
Not that they walk but more that they
could walk. Currently PG would actually
get a 90 or above on the walkable score
sheet - most cities would pay big money to
score so high. But alas, scores are merely
measuring appearances, since we have
too few and far between pedestrians for
such a high score. Our city gets a 90+; our
citizens get a 2.
Other changelings should be moving
the Chamber Office from its residential
zoned area to the head of Lighthouse
where they already have a building. So essentially, eliminate them from downtown.
Poof - more housing. You’re welcome.
Each church should be made to house a
dozen homeless a night in their tax free
chambers putting their land where their
mouth is. I find 17 churches listed giving

us over 200 beds. Thus, more than a few
of them could be youth or elder hostels for
low budget travelers. If we can’t talk the
preachers into real service to the community, convert Chatauqua Hall into the Hostel,
moving the dance and drumming groups
to a big building on Lighthouse, vacated
by the banks. That will liven things up.
OK back to redesigning our city.
Lighthouse is closed to traffic at least one
way, allowing gatherings and socializing
on the new plaza. We could be the town
where people pick lunch from different
vendors to fill a picnic basket to eat
amongst dozens of other picnickers. If we
fail to see the brilliance in that plan, we
should at least close traffic at the Library
on Central, opening up again after Cale-

donia Park. Just an extension of what is
closed during Farmer’s Market. Paint murals (have a contest with winners chosen
by the community), paint our sidewalks
and provide instant entertainment to those
walking our streets. I painted mine about
ten years ago (it looks like a river) and
I remember Public Works saying I had
to remove it because “what if someone
painted their sidewalk with a swastika?”
I said “the same thing we’d do if someone
painted one on the side of their house.”
Conversation waned and short story more
colorful, my sidewalk gets a touch up
every couple of years with those walking
to the beach, stop and help. We’d be “The
City with painted sidewalks”.
And one more thing. Bike racks everywhere instead of absolutely nowhere.

Local solar project
wins National Award

L o c a l s o l a r c o m p a n y A p p l i e d S o l a r E n e r g y, w i t h h e a d q u a r ters in Pacific Grove, garnered a national award for its recent project installing a solar energy system for the Monterey Conference Center.
The project was chosen as one of five finalists for non-residential project of the
year, and chosen one of 2019 Solar Builder Editor’s Choice Projects of the Year.
The project design is simple, consisting of two roof-mounted inverters, each with multiple strings of solar panels. By the careful choice of components, Applied Solar Energy’s
designer, Antony Tersol, was able to simultaneously satisfy electrical and space constraints with a conceptually simple array, lower installation costs while using the highest
quality components, maximize production and help the Conference Center pursue designation as a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certified facility.
From the bid documents: “Award … shall be made to the contractor with lowest weighted
system unit price …. The weighting system values higher efficiency systems and higher
density installations because the City of Monterey wants to maximize cost effective
production on the Monterey Conference Center.”
More facts about the project:
330 solar panels each of 400 watts manufactured by LG (maker also of appliances
and electronic devices).
Total power: 132 kilowatts
Racking system by Sollega, a San Francisco company
Estimated production of 183,342 kWh per year, about 17 household’s worth, 15%
of conference center’s use - actual production has exceeded estimates every month
since commissioning
Solar panels power production warranty is 25 years, and expected to continue producing for another 15 to 25 years.
California has seventh highest electric rates in nation.
Total cost was $287,510
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Legal Notices
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20200143
The following person is doing business as CENTERLINE CONSTRUCTION, 920 RUTH COURT, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. MONTY JAMES EVERETT,
920 RUTH COURT, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. This
statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on January 16, 2020. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name or
name(s) listed above on 12/31/19. Signed: Stephen L.
Vagnini. This business is conducted by an individual.
Publication dates: 1/24, 1/31, 2/7, 2/13

Spin Electric
Scooters Set
to Launch at
CSUMB

California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) and Spin have
partnered to bring electric scooters
back to campus. Spin scooters are set to
launch at CSUMB on Tuesday, January
21, 2020.
There will be a launch event on
CSUMB’s main quad Tuesday January
21, from 9-11 a.m. with Spin representatives present to offer safety trainings
and other information pertaining to Spin
scooters.

Times • Page 7

Invitation to Become a Senate, Assembly,
Executive, or Judicial Fellow
A Great Way to Become Involved in Public Service

Senator Bill Monning (D-Carmel)
announced that applications for the
2020-21 California Senate, Assembly,
Executive and Judicial Fellowship programs are available.
The programs provide college
graduates with an opportunity to become
full-time staff members in Sacramento
for 11 months beginning in October
2020. Fellowships are jointly operated
by the three branches of state government and the Center for California
Studies at California State University,
Sacramento (CSUS).
Fellows are paid a stipend of $2794
per month plus health, vision, and dental
benefits. They also earn six units of
graduate credit from CSUS for the academic portion of the program.
“The Fellowship program provides
individuals with an excellent opportunity
to gain first-hand knowledge about how

California’s state government operates,”
stated Senator Monning. “Whether
your career goals are in the public or
private sector, the Fellowship programs
provide a valuable view into the democratic process.”
For those selected, an intensive
orientation is provided at the beginning
of the program to provide background
on state government, the legislative
process, and major policy issues, after
which candidates will be interviewed
by various offices before being placed.
Former Fellows include current members of Congress, the California Legislature, judges, and numerous other elected
officials and community leaders.
Anyone who will be at least 20
years of age and a graduate of a fouryear college or university by September
1, 2020, is eligible to apply. There is no
preferred major. Individuals with ad-

In addition to Pedestrian Safety Tips on Page 1, the
following Driving and Bicycle Safety Tips are offered.

Driving Safety

Due to the recent motor vehicle accidents in
the area of Sunset and 19th street, rhe City is sharing the following safe driving tips and online video.
Driving while you’re struggling with sun glare can be maddeningly frustrating — and dangerous. Here are some tips
from AAA Exchange:
Slow down, make sure you are traveling at a speed that
is SAFE for the conditions. (rain, fog, sun glare)
Invest in polarized sunglasses. They can help reduce
glare.
Utilize your sun visor. It can help to block out the sun.
Leave more following room. When the sun is in your
eyes it can be hard to see what the car ahead is doing. This
is one more time when it pays to leave more room between
you and the next vehicle.
Drive with your headlights on to increase your visibility
to other drivers.
Keep your windshield clean, inside and out.
Check your windshield for pitting and cracks.
Avoid storing papers or other items on the dashboard.
If you’re having a difficult time seeing the road, use lane
markings to help guide you.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvkJ7esQo6k

Crossword Puzzle Solution

Peter Silzer
Paint the Town Red! Puzzle on page 4

vanced degrees and those in mid-career
are encouraged to apply.
Interested individuals can obtain additional information and applications on
the CSUS Center for California Studies
website at: https://www.csus.edu/center/
center-california-studies/capital-fellows.
html; e-mailing calstudies@csus.edu;
or by calling the Center’s office at (916)
278-6906. Brochures and applications
may also be requested by calling Senator
Monning’s Monterey District Office at:
(831) 425-0401; San Luis Obispo Office
at (805) 549-3784; Santa Clara County
number at (408) 847-6101; or Santa
Cruz District Office at (831) 425-1503.
The deadline for submitting applications is February 3, 2020. Fellows will
be selected in the spring after an initial
screening of applications and a subsequent panel interview of the finalists.

Bicycle Safety

In an effort to promote driver, pedestrian, and bicycle safety
for our Community members, we have been sharing helpful tips
from AAA.
Cyclists have the same rights and responsibilities as motorists.
For example, cyclists must:
Yield to pedestrians
Stop for stop signs
Signal turns
Travel with the flow of traffic
Be distraction free, don’t use your phone while riding
Here are some ways to be a safer bicyclist:
Wear your helmet. Follow this simple rule and you reduce
your risk of serious injury by as much as 85 percent.
Keep your head up and look ahead, not at the ground. You
need to see what is coming up so you have time to react and
maneuver.
One person per bike. Riding with unsecured passengers
puts you at risk for injury to yourself and others.
Ride in single file with space between bikes.
Ride on the right side of the road, never against traffic.
Otherwise, you are at risk for an accident – or a ticket.
Avoid busy roads and peak traffic times on your route.
Before riding at night, ask someone to help you check your
visibility to motorists.
Maintain the bikes in your household. Keep chains clean
and lubricated and periodically inspect brake pads.
https://player.vimeo.com/video/60585187

George III’s Doctor Tells All
Howard Burnham portrays the king’s physician

My next Little House offering on Saturday, January 25, will mark - almost to the
day! - the January 29 bicentennial of the death of King George III, the last of the eleven
British monarchs that laid claim to North America. I shall not attempt to portray the
poor mad, blind king, but rather I shall be his physician, the Reverend Doctor Willis,
reviewing my royal patient’s case history and life story.
To mark the January 29, 1820, bicentennial of the death of
King George III
Windsor Castle 1812: The Reverend Doctor Willis reports the final descent of the
King into madness, and recounts the life of the longest reigning - and surprisingly
popular - British king, with particular reference to ‘his’ loss of the American colonies.
At The Little House in Jewel Park
(Central and Grand, PG)
Saturday, January 25, at 5:30
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Are Things Getting Better or Worse in Politics and the Economy?

Rudy Fischer

The Big Picture

All of these increases were above the rate of inflation; so workers
were getting more and more real money in their paychecks. In
October of last year the Wall Street Journal reported “The US labor
market is strong and personal incomes are rising at the strongest clip
in a generation. That is at least partly because employers are hiring
millions of lower paid, younger workers because of the need for those
workers.” Because these increases have been higher than the rate of
inflation, the average American worker is making more in real terms;
and studies show that this is allowing those workers to save a little
-with personal savings rates going up substantially.

What about our political situation – that has gotten pretty rancorous
hasn’t it? But our system is designed to pit parties with basic
philosophical differences against each other in the hope that they
will come up with a compromise that most can accept. Former
Congressman Tom Campbell once told a group of us that “Politics is
the art of satisfying the irritated without irritating the satisfied“, and
there is a lot of truth to that. Not everyone can be satisfied all the time, An even more recent study also found that most of the newly created
jobs are full-time, meaning that those workers have some form of
and it has been worse.
benefits insurance, disability, or even pensions or 401(k) Plans.
The report found that in the US only 4% of newly created jobs are
When it comes to politics, we have had investigations before, but
government overall keeps working. Many people today will remember temporary, part-time, or self-employed; compared to Europe where
14.2% of new jobs are.
Watergate but don’t think about things like the Teapot Dome scandal
of 1924, the Pecora Hearings about the 1929 stock market crash,
or the McCarthy communist hearings from 1950 to 1954. Going
back even farther, in May of 1856 a Congressman walked into the
senate chambers and beat a senator into unconsciousness with a cane.
And even that wasn’t as bad as what happened in 1838, when one
congressional representative actually shot and killed another in the
chamber.

The US economy has now grown for ten years straight and
unemployment is just 3.5% - a 50 year low. This drop in
unemployment has benefited all sectors of US demographics, but
especially members of minority groups. For the first time ever,
unemployment among Black Americans has dropped to 5.5%. At
3.9%, this is the first time that the unemployment rate for Hispanics
has ever dropped below 5% - and it fell below 3% for Asian
And we have even had previous impeachments. The first was Andrew Americans.
Johnson in 1868 for violating a Congressional Act that was later found
to be unconstitutional, while the second was Bill Clinton in 1998 for
lying under oath about a sexual relationship with an intern. Richard
Nixon was heading there but resigned before a vote was held. But
SEE RUDY FISCHER PAGE 9
Presidents Grover Cleveland, Herbert Hoover, Harry Truman, Ronald
Reagan, and George H. W. Bush were all
threatened with impeachment by political
enemies. Now President Trump has been
impeached by the house and is being tried
by the Senate; but it is important to note
that this is largely a political process and in
the 243 year history of the US no President
has ever been impeached by the Senate.
Our political system allows us to do these
things and still survive. Many other
countries would not. We have political
disagreements; but because of the system
we have, the federal budget still got passed,
the military Defense Authorization Bill
was passed, social benefits checks still go
out on time, and a criminal justice bill was
passed and signed into law by the President.
In addition, last year Congress and the
President came together on legislation to
deal with our country’s opioid epidemic
(passed by the Senate 98-1). A new Farm
Bill was passed 369 to 47 in Congress
and 87-13 in the Senate and, with passage
of Right to Try legislation, desperately
ill patients can now try promising but
experimental drugs without having to wait
for FDA approval. At the end of the year
a new North American Trade deal was
approved and passed into law with 385
Democrats and 192 Republicans supporting
the measure. The Senate approved it 89 to
10. So our legislators may disagree – and
even fight on occasion – but they have been
able to get together on issues important to
most of us.
So let’s also look at something that affects
all of us all every day – the economy. The
best economy for workers is one where lots
of employers need their skills and bid up
wages in order to get the workers they need.
In a tight economy salaries are likely to go
up. And that is exactly what happened in
2017, 2018, and 2019. In July of 2019 The
Bureau of Economic Analysis revised their
numbers to show that average wages in
2017 went up by 4.5%; by 5% in 2018; and
2.8% in 2019.
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Patrick Ryan
Local Real Estate Update
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Update
Part 2

I hope you found last week’s article about Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU)
helpful and enlightening. What follows is part two in the series and it will basically be
bullet points that were provided by Kelly Locke Architecture. I would, again, like to
thank Kelly Locke at Kelly Locke Architecture located at 710 Amador Ave Seaside, Ca
93955 310-770-5806 for putting this information together and allowing me to present
to you fine readers.
Senate Bill 1069 -2017 – this is a State of California mandate to allow second
dwelling units(ADU) on existing single family properties and multifamily properties
with the intent to increase the housing and rental supply throughout California.
Assembly Bill 68 – 2020 – this is a State of California mandate to allow an ADU
and a Junior Dwelling Unit(JADU) on existing single family properties and multifamily
properties with the intent to increase the housing and rental supply throughout California.
City Planning & Zoning – City departments must have adapted SB 1069 into their
regulations and ordinances. AB 68 is being adapted into their ordinances and their
ordinances must be submitted to the state within 60 days of their completion for review.
Attached ADU – For the ADU attached to the existing single family residence or
within an existing dwelling, the ADU floor area size is limited to one half of the size of
the floor area size of the existing home with a 1,200 square foot maximum for the ADU.
Detached ADU – SB 1069 allowed a maximum of 1,200 square feet for a garage
conversion or addition to the garage. AB 68 set an 800 square foot maximum for a
one-bedroom unit and 1,000 square feet for a two-bedroom unit. This is mandated.
Junior Accessory Unit (JADU) – With AB 68 in addition to an ADU an existing
garage can be converted to a 500 square foot junior accessory dwelling unit, essentially
the lot becomes a triplex.
Allowable Floor Area/Lot Coverage – SB 1069 stated that the ADU floor area is
added to the existing house floor area and the total cannot be greater than the allowable
floor area allowed by the local jurisdictions. AB 68 changes this and the ADU floor
area is not added to the existing house floor area. This is mandated.
Lot Size – SB 1069 stated that the minimum lot size is determined by the local
jurisdiction. AB 68 changes this and now there is no minimum on the lot size or open
space. This is mandated.
How all this plays out remains to be seen, but the State of California seems pretty
serious. Stay tuned for the next few weeks as I finish this up. Please contact either me
or Kelly Locke(310-770-5806) with any questions.
Patrick Ryan Sotheby’s International Realty, 831.238.8116, patrick.ryan@sothebyshomes.com

Times • Page 9

Your Letters

Opinion
Operation Christmas Child
Thanks Pacific Grove Donors
Dear Editor,

I am writing to thank Pacific Grove residents for sharing the true meaning of
Christmas with children in need this past holiday season.
Because of the generosity of donors in Pacific Grove and across the United States,
Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan’s Purse, collected more than 8.9
million shoebox gifts in 2019. Combined with those collected from partnering countries
in 2019, the ministry is now sending 10,569,405 shoebox gifts to children worldwide.
Through shoeboxes—packed with fun toys, school supplies and hygiene items—
Pacific Grove volunteers brought joy to children in need around the world. Each giftfilled shoebox is a tangible expression of God’s love, and it is often the first gift these
children have ever received. Thanks to the generosity of donors, Operation Christmas
Child has collected and delivered more than 178 million gift-filled shoeboxes to children
in more than 160 countries and territories since 1993.
It’s not too late for people to make a difference. Though drop-off locations serving
Pacific Grove are closed until November 16 – 23, 2020, information about year-round
volunteer opportunities can also be found at samaritanspurse.org/occ or by calling
(714) 432- 2950.
Thank you again to everyone who participated in this global project—many who
do so year after year. These simple gifts, packed with love, send a message to children
worldwide that they are loved and not forgotten.
Sincerely,
Dana Williams
Operation Christmas Child
801 Bamboo Road
Boone, NC 28607

PRUDY FISCHER
From Page 8

Scott Dick
Local Real Estate Update
Some homebuyers value their real estate agent as much as a therapist
Source: HousingWire
How important is a real estate agent to homebuyers and sellers? Well,
according to new survey, a majority of homebuyers and sellers feel
that an agent is more important to them than their therapist. In fact, the
new survey from Century 21 shows that a majority of homebuyers and
sellers say they value and confide in their agents more than a therapist,
and know them better than their own neighbors. On average, homebuyers and sellers only interview two agents before they decide on
who to hire. Despite this, 99% of homebuyers said their agent added
value during their transaction.
Making sense of the story:
For home sellers, 73% of those who used an agent said they helped them with their
transaction rated knowledge of the market, 72% had advice and counsel and 53%
said they helped them navigate their stress.
There seems to be a real disconnect within the real estate industry today where homebuyers and sellers are extremely invested in the outcome of their transaction.
Buyers seem to be shortchanging themselves on the front end by rushing the vetting
process to find the right agent to help them navigate what for most is the biggest
emotional and financial decision in their life,” said Mike Miedler, president and
CEO of Century 21.
Consumers aren’t always happy with the agent they use.
According to a survey conducted by Wakefield Research, 34% of homebuyers in 2018
or 2019 said they are not very likely to rehire the agent with whom they just worked .
Even though agents spend a tremendous amount of time educating themselves, marketing
and advertising to attract new clients, then servicing the clients, they still don’t get
paid unless a deal actually closes. If the deal doesn’t close, no one gets paid a dime.
According to the survey, 60% of homebuyers said their agent went above and beyond
their duties. This included being taken out for a meal or drink (31%); being invited
to a social event (29%); being introduced by a potential neighbor (20%) and running
errands (13%).
“Defying the mediocrity that still exists in the real estate industry is a major part of our
mission and every potential homebuyer or seller should be extremely selective in
whom they entrust to shepherd them through this complicated process,” Miedler said.

So while not everything in politics, the economy, and the work world
are going smoothly; they are functioning – and in the work world, very
well indeed. I’m sure there will be economic changes, downturns and
layoffs sometime in the future, but for now the economy is humming.

35th Annual Together With
Love Run/Walk, 2/9/20

On Sunday, February 9, join the Monterey County Rape Crisis Center for its 35th
Anniversary of the Together With Love Run/Walk at Lovers Point Park in Pacific Grove.
The 10K and 5K races starting at 9:00 AM, are open to competitive runners, joggers,
and fun walkers - rain or shine!
Participants can pre-register online through noon February 7 at www.mtryrapecrisis.
org/together-love, or register on race day between 7:30 and 8:30 AM.
The “Together With Love” Run/Walk is a fundraiser that attracts some 1,200 runners and walkers per year. 100% of the funds raised are used to support counseling,
crisis intervention services for survivors of sexual assault, and community prevention
education programs for children and adults.
Because of the uncertain future of federal funding, the Center has a goal of raising
more funding locally than ever before. Supporters who can’t participate on race day
can pledge financial support through the registration site: https://runsignup.com/Race/
Events/CA/PacificGrove/TogetherwithLoveRunWalk
The registration fee for the 10K/5K is $42 through February 1, then $45 through
February 7. Race day registration is $50 at the event. The 1K Kids’ Fun Run begins
at 8:15 AM. The price is $15. All participants in the 10K/5K receive a long-sleeved
performance running T-shirt, after-race refreshments, and qualify for a prize drawing.
Medals will be awarded three deep in each age group. Kids in the Fun Run receive a
participant medal and goodie bag, and may purchase a T-shirt at the event.
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Monterey Bay Coastal Recreation Trail Usage Your Letters
By Steve Cameron

The Pacific Grove City Council has asked the City Attorney to draft two ordinances regarding e-bike usage
on our portion of the Monterey Bay Coastal Recreation Trail. One ordinance would ban all e-bikes on our portion
of the Trail and the other that would allow Class 1 and 2 e-bikes to continue to be used on that portion of the
Trail. As it stands these two ordinances are set to be voted on at the February 6 meeting of our City Council.
Is there a “clear and compelling” reason to ban e-bikes from riding on our Coastal Recreation Trail? That
should be the question addressed by our City Council next month.
The Monterey Bay Coastal Recreation Trail is a world class Multi-Use trail. We see all kinds of users and
uses of the trail and all kinds of equipment used by those individuals on the trail. We see traditional bicycles, tandem bicycles, recumbent bicycles, cargo bicycles, three wheeled bicycles, wheelchairs, surreys, electric bicycles
and electric recumbent bicycles as well as jogging strollers, roller skates, roller blades, kick scooters, electric
scooters, skateboards and electric skateboards. I think we can agree that our common goal regarding Trail usage
should be to preserve the “Multi-Use” nature of the Trail while maintaining a safe, peaceful and inclusive environment. We must also be careful not to arbitrarily discriminate against one of those user groups.
I realize that regulation is not always easy and that the solutions are often not clear in a situation that involves such a wide and diverse group of users. I ask that the Council members realize that an ordinance banning
e-bikes would not just be banning e-bikes, it would also be eliminating the current rights of a growing group of
local residents and visitors. Therefore, a decision to ban e-bikes from the Trail should only be made if there is a
“clear and compelling” reason to do so.
Actually there are several compelling reasons to continue to allow Class 1 and 2 e-bikes to use our Trail.
The Pacific Grove Traffic and Safety Commission recommends continuing to allow e-bikes on the Trail. Last
year the Pacific Grove Police Department requested that the Traffic and Safety Commission conduct a study and
make recommendations for e-bike usage on our Trail. The study results were presented to the City Council on
December 4by Commander Lakind and the recommendation was to allow the use of Class 1 and 2 e-bikes on the
Trail. The study also recommends a 12mph speed limit for all types of bicycles.
If banned from the trail, Pacific Grove e-bike riders need to ride on Ocean View Boulevard to access the Trail
at the Aquarium area. This would subject Pacific Grove e-bike riders to vehicle traffic and the real potential of
injury and death in the event of an accident involving a motor vehicle. This is an issue they do not have to deal
with at the present time. Currently all bicycle riders can ride the entire 18 miles of the Trail and the 4 miles of the
connecting Beach Range Multi-Use Trail with almost no exposure to automotive vehicle traffic.
Ocean View Boulevard is not currently bicycle friendly. Police Commander Lakind has indicated that Ocean
View Boulevard would require modification should e-bikes be banned on the Trail. Three potential solutions
could range from 1. Reducing the speed limit on Ocean View Boulevard and installing more stop signs, 2. Adding
Class 2 or Class 4 bicycle lanes which would necessitate converting the road to one way traffic and/or eliminating
parking, 3. Converting the road to a Class 3 shared use Bicycle Route requiring the addition of signs and Shared
Lane street markings that would indicate bicycles may use the entire lane.
We would be the first jurisdiction in California to ban e-bikes on a Class 1 Multi-Use Trail. Currently Class
1 and 2 e-bikes are allowed equal access with traditional bicycles on all roads, trails and paths governed by the
California Department of Motor Vehicles and virtually all public lands controlled by the Federal government.
If any city should allow e-bikes wherever traditional bikes are allowed, it should be Pacific Grove. The
average age of the Pacific Grove resident is 49 years old (vs. the state average of 36). Studies show the average
age of an e-bike owner is 48.1 years old. So our population fits the e-bike profile perfectly.
There have been several reasons given as to why e-bikes should be banned from the Trail. Let’s go through
some of them and decide if they are “clear and compelling” enough to restrict the rights of their users.
They are too dangerous. According to Commander Lakind there has only been one e-bike incident reported on our Trail in the last year. Also, although studies have shown that e-bikes have a slightly higher accident
incidence per bicycle than traditional bicycles. However, the findings also show that this is due to the longer and
more frequent rides by e-bike riders as well as the higher average age of e-bike riders.
They are too fast. The Class 1 and 2 e-bikes currently allowed on our Trail are speed limited to 20 mph. At
that speed the motor assistance is cut off. Due to the added weight of the e-bike and the added resistance in the
drive train, these e-bikes are much harder to pedal above 20 mph than traditional bikes. So the truth is that most
traditional bikes can travel faster than Class 1 or 2 e-bikes and many can even travel faster than Class 3 e-bikes.
They are too noisy. E-bike motors are very quiet and noise is not an issue. Don’t get them confused with gas
powered bicycles which are very noisy and which are currently illegal on our Trail.
They are too heavy. Yes, most e-bikes are 15-35 pounds heavier than comparable traditional bicycles.
E-bikes usually range in weight from 29 to 70 pounds whereas tradition bikes typically weigh from 15-35 pounds.
However bicycle weight is a combination of bike, rider and gear weight so it doesn’t take much to even out the
weight of the traditional bike and e-bike. Also, recumbent bikes can weigh around 90 pounds and the surreys on
our Trail weigh about 230 pounds with a fully loaded weight of over 600 pounds.
They have too many controls that distract the rider. E-bikes have the same shifter and brake controls as
traditional bikes. They also have a control that allows for adjustment of power level and in the case of Class 2
e-bikes they have a thumb, button or twist throttle. Our trail is relatively flat and an e-bike could be ridden without having to change any of these settings.
Regardless of your views, I would encourage our Trail users to weigh in on this issue by contacting their City
Council members at: https://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/about-city/city-council/elected-officials.
If you would like to view all of my articles with active links or would like to discuss this issue, please contact
me at stevec9000@aol.com.

Opinion

Correcting an Inaccuracy
in Teachers’ Salary Story
Editor:

The niche link you cited regarding teachers’ salaries
is grossly inaccurate.
https://employment .pgusd.org/sp-content/uploads/sites/38/2018/08/Certificated_Salary_Schedulele_18_19.pdf
Ironically, this inaccurate citing of the average PG
teacher’s salary is almost the same as Carmel’s top salary
(which is considerably more than G’s):
https.www.carmelunified.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashc?modulestanceid=7797&dataid=22477FileName=Certificated.pdf/
Additionally, what cannot be seen in the salary
schedules is that unlike Carmel teachers, PG teachers pay
for their own healthcare insurance which can easilytop
$30,000 a year for a family. This means that in Monterey
County, although PG teacher salaries are second only to
Carmel, if you include benefits, our entire package is
5th (out of either public school districts in the county.)
Thank you for your interest in our welfare.
Jeanie Deomaso
Elaine DeMarco
Pacific Grove Teachers Association

Point Pinos 165th
Birthday Celebration

Come celebrate the 165th birthday of Pacific Grove’s
historic Point Pinos Lighthouse. The birthday celebration
will take place on Saturday, February 1 from 10am-4pm.
Free admission all day, cake and live music at 1pm and
docents in historic costumes!

John McCleary

Opinion

All the members of this current presidential administration and all the Republican representatives are
shaking in their Gucci’s.
Will they continue to support this Loose Cannon
President, or will they do what they are supposed to do
and protect democracy and the people of this country
by starting to tell the truth and follow the rules and laws
of a democracy?
If they do, then the Democratic Congress should
excuse their past mistakes of idolatry and give the
Republicans a chance to do the right thing, put away
their egos and their political dogma and become good
American citizens and impeach this arrogant, greedy,
psychopath! Otherwise, these Republicans will go down
in history for destroying the American dream of freedom,
tolerance and dignity!
John Bassett McCleary, Author, The Hippie Dictionary:
A Cultural Encyclopedia
of the 1960s and 1970s

Your message
could
be here for an
amazingly low
price
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Census Jobs Available

The U.S. Census Bureau is ramping up its national recruiting efforts to hire up
to 500,000 temporary, part-time census takers for the 2020 Census in communities
across the country to reach its goal of more than 2 million applicants.
The positions offer competitive pay, flexible hours, paid training, and weekly
paychecks. The pay rate for the area is $21 per hour.
Whether people are looking to earn some extra cash, pay down student debt, or
offset holiday season spending, our part-time positions are a great way to do that.
Working for the Census can help shape the future of your community for the next
10 years.
Who is the job for?
Anyone age 18 and older, such as recent high school graduates, college students,
veterans, retirees, military spouses, seasonal workers and people who are bilingual
are highly encouraged to apply. People who already have jobs and want to earn extra
income evenings and weekends are also encouraged to apply. The selection process
begins this month, with paid training occurring in March and April. After paid training, most positions work between May and early July. The Census Bureau makes
every effort to hire locally so census takers are familiar with the neighborhoods they
are assigned to work.
About the job
Census takers are critical for their communities during the 2020 Census — going
door to door to collect responses from households who have not responded online,
by phone or by mail.
The U.S. Constitution mandates that a census of the population be conducted
every 10 years. Census statistics are used to determine the number of seats each state
holds in the U.S. House of Representatives and inform how state, local and federal
lawmakers will allocate billions of dollars in federal funds to local communities
every year for the next 10 years.
About the census
The census provides critical data that lawmakers, business owners, teachers, and
many others use to provide daily services, products, and support for you and your
community. Every year, billions of dollars in federal funding go to hospitals, fire
departments, schools, roads, and other resources based on census data.
The results of the census also determine the number of seats each state will have
in the U.S. House of Representatives, and they are used to draw congressional and
state legislative districts.
It's also in the Constitution: Article 1, Section 2, mandates that the country conduct a count of its population once every 10 years. The 2020 Census will mark the
24th time that the country has counted its population since 1790.
How to take the census
There are three ways to respond to the 2020 Census. By April 1, 2020, every
home will receive an invitation to participate in the 2020 Census. You will have three
options for responding:
Online.
By phone.
By mail.
In mid-March, households will begin receiving official Census Bureau mail with
detailed information on how to respond to the 2020 Census.
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Open Weekend Workshop
on “The Three Principles” &
Nature Photo Slide Show

Special event weekend with Demo Rinpoche will be held at Asilomar Conference
Centre, March 13-15th. Demo Rinpoche, also an authentic Tibetan Lama will be offering a practical guide to a happier, healthier life with a lively interactive discussion
on wisdom and compassion. Rinpoche has a Master’s Degree in Inter-religious Engagement and teaches from an inter-disciplinary point-of-view which will appeal to
people of all faiths and outlooks.
This workshop is scheduled Friday Mar 13 7:00-8:30 pm; Sat. Mar 14 10:00AM12PM & 2:00-5:00 PM; Sun. March 15 10:00AM-1:00-PM. Slide show of Rinpoche’s
nature photos Sun. at 2:00PM. Suggested donation for the entire weekend: $156.00
Contact: Joe Breault 530-263-8508 or jbreault51@gmail.com Registration at
jewelheart.org

Welcome, Alison!

CDD welcomes new Housing Administrative Technician, Alison Kakalow to our team.
Alison’s primary focus will be on the Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program. Pictured after
swearing in with City Clerk, Sandra Kandell and Senior Program Manager, Terri Schaeffer.
Alison has a Bachelor’s degree in Education from the University of Oregon with prior
work experience as an Accounting Clerk and as a Compliance Analyst for a mortgage
company.

JANUARY

26

FRIENDS OF THE PACIFIC GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY

ANNUAL MEETING

PLUS PATRICIA HAMILTON, LIFE IN PACIFIC GROVE
SPEAKERS, PACIFIC GROVE BOOKS AUTHORS & PACIFIC
GROVE AT YOUR FEET BOOK LAUNCH

Sunday, 1/26, 2-4 pm

Pacific Grove Community Center
515 Junipero Ave. Pacific Grove

Doors open at 1:45 pm; business meeting 2-2:45 pm; author presentations
2:45 - 3:30 pm; refreshments, book sales & author signing 3:30-4 pm
Memberships available at the door - free Krieg book with new membership
(current & renewing members receive 15% off Pacific Grove Books titles)

For more information, please visit www.pglibraryfriends.org or call 831-601-0934
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‘Everybody can do Something’
By Elena Mueller
“Nobody can do everything, but everybody can do something.” With those
words, Dr. Mashadi Matabane, director of equity and inclusion and one of the lead
organizers for the upper-division service day, kicked off the second of two Service
Days at Stevenson School. “And I promise,” she added, “ Everyone of you will do
something today.”
On Tuesday, January 21 and Wednesday, January 22, Stevenson School students
and faculty—approximately 700 students ranging from pre-kindergarten to Grade 12
along with nearly 100 faculty and staff—committed to making a difference through
service in our local community.
In total, more than 4,000 hours of service and community engagement efforts were
contributed by the Stevenson student body alone.
Service projects in the community included:
sorting food at the Food Bank of Monterey County,
preparing meals at Dorothy’s Kitchen,
yardwork at Rancho Cielo,
delivering meals to seniors through the Meals on Wheels program,
partnering with Elkhorn Slough to do conservation work,
picking up trash on the beaches and roadsides in Carmel and Pebble Beach,
creating personal care bags for Women’s Gathering Place,
knitting hats and making fleece caps for babies at CHOMP,
planting trees and removing invasive species at state and regional parks throughout
the county,
landscaping at Gateway Center,
helping prepare materials and games for family days at the Monterey Museum
of Art,
making Valentine’s Day cards for students and staff at Our Little Roses, a school
for at-risk girls in Honduras,
Organizing clothing and items for the Veterans Transition Center,
bagging 2,440 pounds of rice and beans for the Rice Plus Project,
Spring cleaning at the Monterey Public Library,

And several on-campus clean-up projects, including upgrading the garden.
Additionally, students spent time planning community engagement activities and
donation drives to implement during the remainder of the school year to keep the spirit
of the day alive.
“The day of service was an extremely rewarding experience that brought me
closer to my classmates through working together to help those in need,” said Michael
Barbera ‘20
Stevenson School’s annual Service Day began four years ago, as a way to honor
Martin Luther King Jr. and his message of service and hope. It sparked a larger commitment to active citizenship and volunteerism throughout the school community, and
is now just one part of Stevenson’s year-round service learning program. This was the
first year Stevenson’s upper division participated.
“Martin Luther King Day used to be an actual school day, but the faculty said that
they were uncomfortable with that—they felt like it wasn’t really honoring a person
who was fundamental in our nation’s values, but also specifically in the values of our
school community. I agreed that we needed to have the day off as a national holiday, and
that there needed to be something right next to it that was an all-community learning
experience. So as a faculty, we came up with the idea of this one day where everybody—all faculty, all staff, and all students—were expected to be out in the community
serving the needs of the community countywide,” said Molly Bozzo, head of the lower
and middle divisions.
“Stevenson is proud to organize this opportunity for our students to serve and engage
with our local community on the Monterey Peninsula. We took the community to heart.
We had students working on campus, down at the beach, throughout the county and all
the way up to Watsonville. Many students were eager for such a day and it is a testament to Stevenson School that we made a way to do it in the spirit of service-learning.
Students and faculty have been amazing!” said Dr. Mashadi Matabane.
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Western monarch butterfly population still at critical level
Population has not rebounded from all-time low.
We must take action now to save the western monarch migration.

The Xerces Society announced that the number of
monarch butterflies overwintering in California remains
at critical levels for the second year. The monarch population during the 2018–19 winter was an all-time low.
Unfortunately, this year’s Western Monarch Thanksgiving Count numbers are no better.
The total number of monarchs counted this year
was 29,418. Although this is 2,200 more than last
year, it comes as a result of greater survey effort, with
volunteers visiting more sites. There is no meaningful
difference between the western monarch population
this year and last.
In addition, in both years the population has been
less than 30,000 butterflies, the threshold below which
the migration may collapse.
“We are disappointed by the numbers of year’s
Western Monarch Thanksgiving count,” said Emma
Pelton, the Xerces Society’s Western Monarch Lead.
“We had hoped that the western monarch population
would have rebounded at least modestly, but unfortunately it has not. The silver lining is that the population
didn’t shrink any further. There are still thousands of
monarchs overwintering along the coast, so we can take
heart that it’s not too late to act.”
Why are there so few monarchs?
For decades, monarchs in the West have been in
decline because of loss of habitat, including destruction of their California overwintering sites and loss of
both milkweed for caterpillars and flowering resources
to fuel migration. They are also impacted by climate
change and pesticide use.
Recent research by the Xerces Society working
with researchers at the University of Washington, Tufts
University, University of Nevada at Reno and elsewhere identified two of the best strategies to improve
the odds of recovery: protection and restoration of
overwintering habitat; and increasing the availability
of early emerging native milkweeds, especially in California, where the monarchs to leave the overwintering
sites breed. These activities comprise a major focus of
the Xerces Society’s current western monarch conservation strategy.
All remaining overwintering sites need protection
Overwintering sites remain largely unprotected
in California, legally and in practice. In the past five
years, at least 21 overwintering sites—20 of which
were actively used by monarchs—have been significantly damaged or destroyed by human actions. This
adds to the tally of a further 20 or more sites which
have been lost since 1990. Monarchs return to the same
sites—even the same trees—each fall. They need intact
overwintering habitat, which provides a very specific
microclimate and protection from winter storms.
The trees that monarchs use are being removed or
extensively trimmed as housing developments are built,
by utility companies, and for other reasons, even on
public lands and in conservation areas. While extensive
investments are being made to restore the monarch’s
breeding habitat in California, it is imperative that
overwintering sites be protected from further destruction if we hope to recover this butterfly.
“We must protect all remaining overwintering sites
in order to save our monarchs,” said Sarina Jepsen, director of the Xerces Society’s Endangered Species and
Aquatics Program. “This is an urgent issue that needs
to be addressed by federal, as well as state and local
government in California.”

Urgent need for early season flowers and milkweed
It is vital that we invest in increasing restoration
of early emerging native milkweeds, especially in the
coastal hills and the Central Valley of California, areas
where the first monarchs that leave the overwintering
sites breed. Restoration sites should include early season milkweeds such as woollypod (Asclepias eriocarpa), California (A. californica) and heartleaf milkweed
(A. cordifolia) as well as other native flowering plants
such as coyotebrush (Baccharis spp.). Farmers, managers of roadsides, natural areas and parks as well as the
public can all help with this effort. The Xerces Society
is working across California to provide education and
technical assistance to help people successfully source
and plant these important resources.
We must kick our pesticide habit
Pesticides (both insecticides and herbicides) are
implicated in decline of monarch butterflies as well
as other butterflies across California and the country.
More pesticides are now used globally than at any time
in human history. Millions of pounds of pesticides
are used in both agriculture and in urban and suburban areas in California. A recent study by the Xerces
Society and the University of Nevada at Reno found
multiple pesticides in milkweeds from all land use
types including farm edges, natural areas and urban and
suburban yards. They were even found where there was
no known pesticide use. Buying produce that is organic
or from farms that limit pesticide use (like Bee Better
Certified) and eliminating pesticides for cosmetic uses
in landscaping would help monarchs and other pollinators.
Nonnative milkweed threatens monarchs
Though well intentioned, gardeners who plant
tropical milkweed may be doing more harm than good.
A growing body of research shows that tropical milkweed (Asclepias curassavica) can interrupt monarch
migration and spread disease—and the effects will only
become worse in a warming climate. Tropical milkweed bought from nurseries also can contain residues
of pesticide in amounts that can harm monarchs.
Planting native milkweeds, where appropriate, which
naturally die back in the fall and planting nectar plants

Crosswalk update

Last week I wrote of a matter of concern with optimism and confidence.
Last Friday morning (1/17/20), I was off early to do
various newspaper-ee things. I live near the high school
so I went to the 5 corners where Michael Logan was ever
vigilant. I made the turn to take 68 up and out to the 1.
The school day was about to start. There were more than
a few students walking about. It was a beautiful morning
indeed. The sun was rising and I personally did not find
it to be a hindrance for my vision what so ever. It’s worth
noting that last week’s issue praised our school resource
Officer, Justin Hankes. He was there at the crosswalk,

in top form. He had implemented the fancy
speed read out machine on wheels. I was
traveling at 14MPH. With a friendly wave
I was confidently encouraged to continue on
my way to do the various newspaper-ee that
keep our presses rolling.
Friends and darling readers, I suggest that
you can take great pride in knowing that The
PGPD was already way ahead. Credit where
credit is due. Our PGPD immediately took,
well thought out and quite thorough; action
to keep everyone safe.
Please take my word for it. We can all be

is a much better alternative to help monarchs.
Climate change is changing everything
In recent years, California has suffered catastrophic fires and severe weather precipitated by the climate
crisis. Both lowering carbon footprints and adopting
nature-based climate solutions such as restoring climate
change-ready habitat for pollinators and other wildlife
are needed to maintain biodiversity in California. There
are climate-smart solutions for all landscape types and
it is vital that urban and suburban residents, farmers
and natural areas managers all take action.
We must take action now!
It is time to take action for monarchs. Gardeners
can plant climate-smart habitat for pollinators and
give up pesticides. Farmers can plant climate-adapted hedgerows and minimize pesticide use. Natural
area managers can restore habitat with monarchs in
mind. Roadside managers can encourage early season
milkweed and flowering resources across California.
Local governments can protect overwintering sites and
eliminate the use of pesticides. The State of California
can pass laws that protect all overwintering sites and
encourage monarch conservation. The federal government can list the monarch butterfly under the US
Endangered Species Act so we can protect and restore
habitat for future generations.
“Without immediate action I fear we will lose
these animals from the western landscape,” said Scott
Black, executive director of the Xerces Society. “With
them, California will also lose out on tourism in places
like Pacific Grove and, across the West, we will lose
the ability for our children to experience the majesty of
the monarch migration.”
Learn more about helping western monarchs: savewesternmonarchs.org
Learn more about Xerces’ Western Monarch
Thanksgiving Count: westernmonarchcount.org
Download the data from 23 years (1997–2019)
of western monarch counts at https://www.westernmonarchcount.org/data/
Contribute sightings of monarchs and milkweeds
to the Western Monarch Milkweed Mapper: monarchmilkweedmapper.org, or through the special effort to
get sightings in California this spring: Western Monarch Mystery Challenge: https://www.facebook.com/
monarchmystery/
Learn more about monarch conservation nationwide: xerces.org/monarchs
Xerces is partnering with Ink Dwell studio to
educate and inspire people to take action for monarchs.
Read more in an article in Wings magazine or at https://
www.inkdwell.com/
ABOUT THE XERCES SOCIETY FOR INVERTEBRATE CONSERVATION
The Xerces Society is a nonprofit organization that
protects the natural world by conserving invertebrates
and their habitat. Established in 1971, the Society is a
trusted source for science-based information and advice
and plays a leading role in promoting the conservation
of pollinators and many other invertebrates. We collaborate with people and institutions at all levels and our
work to protect bees, butterflies and other pollinators
encompasses all landscapes. Our team draws together
experts from the fields of habitat restoration, entomology, plant ecology, education, farming and conservation
biology with a single passion: Protecting the life that
sustains us.

Oncologist Dr. John Hausdorff will be discussing “What If the Cancer Comes Back?” on Thursday, February 6th, 2020, 5:00pm, Peninsula Room,
Shoreline Church, 2500 Garden Road, in Monterey.
For information contact the Prostate Cancer
Self-Help Group of the Central Coast at (831)
915-6466.`
More hints on page 2
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What does God say about religion?
When we allow man’s ideas of religion to turn us away from God’s will for
our lives, we will not enter into God’s
eternal family, Matt 12:50, “For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which
is in heaven, the same is my brother, and
sister, and mother.” Following the Spirit
leads to eternal life, Rom 8:13-14, “For
if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die:
but if ye through the Spirit do mortify
the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For
as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God.” When we
set up our own rituals and worship them
rather than God, we are left with burnt
offerings and the symbols of religion,
Mic 6:6-8, “Wherewith shall I come
before the Lord, and bow myself before
the high God? shall I come before him
with burnt offerings, with calves of a
year old? Will the Lord be pleased with
thousands of rams, or with ten thousands
of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn
for my transgression, the fruit of my
body for the sin of my soul? He hath
shewed thee, O man, what is good; and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God?” God does
not want our burnt offerings, Matt 9:13,
“But go ye and learn what that meaneth,
I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for
I am not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance.” and Prov 21:3,
“To do justice and judgment is more
acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.”
He is asking us to respond to His love by
walking humbly with Him and passing
His love on to everyone we meet, Jn
13:35, “By this shall all men know that
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one
to another.” When we respond this way,
others will see His love and be drawn
to it.
Gal 2:9-10, “And when James,
Cephas, and John, who seemed to be
pillars, perceived the grace that was
given unto me, they gave to me and
Barnabas the right hands of fellowship;
that we should go unto the heathen, and
they unto the circumcision. Only they
would that we should remember the
poor; the same which I also was forward
to do.” and Jam 1:26-27, “If any man
among you seem to be religious, and
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth
his own heart, this man’s religion is
vain. Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this, To visit the
fatherless and widows in their affliction,
and to keep himself unspotted from
the world.” God is telling us that true
religion requires action. The gospel is
only understood when we apply it to our
daily lives. This is when it comes to
life and changes us from within. God is
telling us it is more than a mental exercise, Is 29:13, “Wherefore the Lord said,
Forasmuch as this people draw near me

Bill Cohen

Reasoning
With God
with their mouth, and with their lips do
honour me, but have removed their heart
far from me, and their fear toward me is
taught by the precept of men:”
Going to church once a week and
living the rest of our lives reconciled
to this world is not pure religion. God
wants us to take His love to the rest of
the world, so others might see His light
shining through us and find their way to
Him, Matt 5:16, “Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven.” Of course, our walk will
be easier if we have a church family
supporting us, Eccl 4:12, “And if one
prevail against him, two shall withstand
him; and a threefold cord is not quickly
broken.”
1 Tim 2:1-4, “I exhort therefore,
that, first of all, supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be
made for all men; For kings, and for all
that are in authority; that we may lead
a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” Is God saying this
step will prepare our minds for what
is to follow? Will praying for those in
power and giving thanks for all we have
remove the need for laws? Apparently, it
will because we will be living the fruit of
the Spirit, Gal 5:22-23, “But the fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is
no law.” and it will lead us to a more
peaceful life. Would all the discord and
stress caused by our fruitless ranting
about politics dissipate? Would we then
draw closer to each other? Is not the
real purpose of religion to lead us to
God, which will then motivate us to help
others find their path to Him? Will other
people be drawn to those they see living
a peaceful life, or a life in distress? Is a
peaceful life a better life?
Heb 11:6, “But without faith it is
impossible to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.” When we truly
believe in our hearts, not just with our
lips, we seek the path to God and His
righteousness, Matt 6:33, “But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.” God knows we must

seek His righteousness to stand against
the devil, Eph 6:11, “Put on the whole
armour of God, that ye may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil.”
God wants us to know the devil will use
our lack of faith to lead us away from
God, Gen 3:4-5, “And the serpent said
unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
For God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened,
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good
and evil.” God keeps telling us to seek
His righteousness and that He will light
our path, Ps 119:105, “Thy word is a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path.” and His path will lead us to His
peace and joy, Rom 14:17, “For the
kingdom of God is not meat and drink;
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghost.” Pure religion should
lead us to righteousness, peace, and joy.
If it does not, then it is not from God.
Our peace should extend beyond our
weekly visit to a church; it must be the
way we live every day. Otherwise, we
become the hypocrites who turn others
away from God instead of toward Him,
for they will not see the light of God’s
love reflected in our lives.
Jn 14:6, “Jesus saith unto him, I
am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by
me.” God is telling us that other ways
might have good teaching within them,
but they will not lead us to Him. God
came to earth to tell us His way is the
only way to righteousness. Why else
would He leave the glory of heaven to
live the humble life of a servant, only to
die on a cross for our salvation? God
did not come to earth to declare His
plan by any other religion. He does not
want us stumbling around looking for
our own made-up religion. He wants
us to know how to live the righteous
life, which leads to Him, 2 Tim 3:16:17,
“All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works.” This is the reason He has

given us His Word, the Bible, Ps 12:6-7,
“The words of the Lord are pure words:
as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them,
O Lord, thou shalt preserve them from
this generation for ever” protected it for
centuries, Rev 22:18, “For I testify unto
every man that heareth the words of the
prophecy of this book, If any man shall
add unto these things, God shall add
unto him the plagues that are written in
this book:” and as proof of its truthfulness made it the most popular book in
all human history. We have no excuse
for not reading it and no excuse for not
reasoning with Him on the issues we do
not understand.
Col 2:6-8, “As ye have therefore
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
ye in him: Rooted and built up in him,
and stablished in the faith, as ye have
been taught, abounding therein with
thanksgiving. Beware lest any man
spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after
the rudiments of the world, and not after
Christ.” Can we create a religion better
than the one God has offered to all of
us? If we could, we would be God. We
are not God, even though some of us act
as though we believe we are.
Eccl 12:13, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep his commandments: for this
is the whole duty of man.” This is the
message Jesus came to affirm, Matt
25:34-36, “Then shall the King say unto
them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of
the world: For I was an hungred, and ye
gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave
me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took
me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was
sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison,
and ye came unto me.” When we love
as God does, it shows in everything we
do, Gal 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness,
temperance: against such there is no
law.” Yes, the fruit of the Spirit leads us
to become the people created to be part
of His family for all eternity. This is the
religion Jesus came to give us. Hopefully, we are finding Jesus in the churches
we attend.
If you have comments about the blog
you just read, want to express an opposing opinion, have suggestions for future
topics, and/or want me to email you the
blog weekly, just email me at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.

Ancient Remedies Massage
Katarina Ruiz

Ancientremediesmassage111@gmail.com
610 Dennett St. - Pacific Grove
Charming 2 bedroom 2 bath single-story
Pacific Grove cottage. $969,500

Located in Carmel Valley

House calls available by appointment

(831) 261 - 2235

JoyWelch@redshift.com

Call us at 831-324-4742

for calendar, advertising, and legal publication needs.

Your news and
opinions are always welcome.
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In Our Own Back Yard - Part 14

Are homeless women like doggies that have been muzzled too long?
Wanda Parrott

Homeless in Paradise
Kickstarting volunteerism, topic the Fund for Homeless Women will discuss at
Homeless Outreach’s meeting next Monday, reminds me of unmuzzling doggies that
have been silenced too long; here’s why:
If Governor Gavin Newsom’s recent Declaration of Housing for the Homeless truly
has sharp teeth, there’s going to emerge new-style hypothetical barking and biting, as
opposed to outmoded whimpering, tail-tucking and even boot-licking political tactics.
The only thing lacking will be 4th District Supervisor Jane Parker. After serving
for decades as an advocate for justice and liberty for all—including the homeless—Jane
is retiring.
Will a generation of volunteers go with her? Let’s hope not.
Voices for homeless women
Vocal homeless women can create think tanks that spawn previously unimagined
corps of volunteers. Eloquent houseless women can become increasingly visible as
speakers on panels and forums for the community in which they’re currently more out
of sight than in it.
For instance, a 73-year-old peninsula native who shares a van with two service
poodles will attend her first Friends of Homeless Women meeting on Monday.
Will she reveal dilemmas she’s encountered from volunteers who fail to meet needs
of guests in safe parking and emergency lodging programs? Come to the meeting to
find out.
Will emerging activist-advocates soon encourage homeless men and women to
volunteer on, or even start up, committees in the image of Seaside’s Homeless Commission that’s been meeting for more than two years now. Keep your eye on Gov.
Newsom to find out.
Grumbles and growls
I’ve heard recent grumblings about a local organization dedicated to serving
homeless women whose all-volunteer team peaked at close to 200; they’re now an
incorporated non-profit with 8 paid staff members and an aging, diminishing corps of
volunteers.
Can the governor’s war on homelessness rekindle the spirit of volunteerism, despite
rumors the quality and quantity of food are declining like this gathering’s volunteers
are reputed to be doing? Don’t miss the Homeless Outreach meeting on Monday to
learn what’s going on.
Also, I expect to hear a few growls about local houseless women’s reactions to
new arrivals from other states who appear to get preferential treatment as recipients of
gas and other vouchers.
Will renewed interest arise in supporting revival of the matching funds challenge
grant? Started by Pacific Grove city councilperson Rudy Fischer six years ago, a few
peninsula communities contributed $1 per city resident to fund assistance to non-profits
that served the homeless all across the Monterey Peninsula.
A similar coalition could succeed if the governor initiates it and homeless people
join city representatives as voluntary committee activists.
Is tiny housing finally within reach?
Gov. Newsom’s announcement last week of his plan to distribute $1 billion toward
creating housing creates a window of opportunity for a new approach to making tiny
houses possible: public-private joint ventures.
For instance, Gary’s Tiny Homes is a new private fund-seeking enterprise here on
the Monterey Peninsula in which certified pop-out homes on wheels for seniors and
the handicapped can be manufactured for as little as $15,000 for a one-room unit to
$40,000 for five rooms.
The affordable, easily installed units can be delivered to private backyards or

public land, such as proposed space for senior housing currently under exploration
by Seaside and other peninsula cities. Landlords can rent the pre-built units out as
low-cost housing that can be hooked up to existing utilities. For details, call Gary at
831-682-0049.
Vote for the right District 4 Supervisor
Crucial for insuring success of the governor’s housing plan is a County of Monterey Board of Supervisors that supports ending, not hindering efforts to ameliorate,
homelessness.
Retiring District 4 Supervisor Jane Parker hosted the One Starfish Safe Parking
Program’s overnight parking on her county office lot for two years until pressure from
a profit-oriented developer, who hopes to build high-cost housing in the area, lobbied
the Board of Supervisors to remove the homeless before he builds in the vicinity.
Money talked and those who lived in vehicles in Jane’s lot are moving to Seaside.
Wendy Root Askew, social justice activist, friend of the homeless, and Jane’s top
aide for the past 10 years, is one of four 4th District Candidates vying for Jane’s seat
in the Primary election on March 3. Check her out at one or more volunteer-staffed
Candidate Forums:
Sat., Jan. 25, 10 a.m., Marina City Hall, 211
Hillcrest Ave., Marina
Sat., Jan. 25, 1 p.m., Lincoln Park at East
Garrison, Marina
Wed., Jan 29, 6 p.m., Oldemeyer Center, 986
Hilby Ave., Seaside
Sun., Feb. 16, 3 p.m., Martin Luther King
Elementary School, 1713 Broadway Ave., Seaside
I saw Jane at the Martin Luther King Day
celebration in Seaside on Monday and asked, “Are
you going to be a volunteer after you retire?”
Jane pondered the question, so I asked, “If
Wendy offers you a position as her aide after she’s
elected, would you take the job she once gave to
you?”
Jane’s eyes lit up, her face brightened, and her
smile reminded me of a puppy so full of uncondiDistrict 4 Supervisor
tional love that she glowed.
I thought: “Move over, Gov. Newsom. Jane Jane Parker—retiring
but not gone yet!
might be retiring, but she isn’t gone yet!”
Interested in volunteering? Attend the Homeless Outreach meeting on Mon., Jan. 27, 1 p. m.,
First Presbyterian Church, 501 Eldorado St.,
Monterey. For details, contact Kathy Whilden at wildini@aol.com .
This column appears weekly in the Cedar Street Times at www.cedarstreettimes.
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FRIENDS OF THE PACIFIC GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY

ANNUAL
MEETING
PATRICIA HAMILTON, LIFE IN PACIFIC GROVE
PLUS

SPEAKERS, PACIFIC GROVE BOOKS AUTHORS & PACIFIC
GROVE AT YOUR FEET BOOK LAUNCH

Sunday, 1/26, 2-4 pm

Pacific Grove Community Center
515 Junipero Ave. Pacific Grove

Doors open at 1:45 pm; business meeting 2-2:45 pm; author presentations
2:45 - 3:30 pm; refreshments, book sales & author signing 3:30-4 pm
Memberships available at the door - free Krieg book with new membership
(current & renewing members receive 15% off Pacific Grove Books titles)

For more information, please visit www.pglibraryfriends.org or call 831-601-0934
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For those who
seek an exceptional life
Pebble Beach | Open Sat 1:30-4

Pebble Beach | Open Sat 12:30-2:30, SUN 1-4

2832 Sloat Road

3033 Strawberry Hill

PEBBLEBEACH2832.COM
$2,888,000

3033STRAWBERRYHILLROAD.COM
$1,195,000

Bill Bluhm 831.277.2782

Joe Gallagher 831.917.1631

Pacific Grove | Open Sat 1-3, Sun 1-4

Monterey | Open Sat 1-4, Sun 11-2

Pacific Grove

180 Lighthouse Ave
COMING SOON!
$1,158,000

Deane Ramoni 831.917.6080
Monterey

854 Sunset Drive

5 Pinehill Way

5 Skyline Crest

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210796
$989,999

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210804
$960,000

5SKYLINECREST.COM
$829,000

Arleen Hardenstein 831.915.8989

Patrick Ryan 831.238.8116

Patty Ross 831.236.4513

Pacific Grove

Pacific Grove | Open Sun 12-2

Seaside | Open Sat & Sun 1-3

1025 Lincoln Avenue

520 18TH Street

1421 Wanda Avenue

1025LINCOLNAVE.COM
$799,950

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210802
$775,000

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210808
$710,000

Aisha Krechuniak 831.595.9291

Bill Bluhm 831.277.2782

Arleen Hardenstein 831.915.8989

MONTEREY PENINSULA BROKERAGES | SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/MONTEREY
© Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. All rights reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales
associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Equal Housing Opportunity.
DRE License Numbers for All Featured Agents: Agent DRE: Deane Ramoni: 01265751 | Sam Piffero: 00690879 | Aisha Krechuniak: 01186400 | Arleen Hardenstein: 01710953 | Joe Gallagher: 01962982 | Cathy Schanderl: 01932512 | Patty Ross: 01468706
Patrick Ryan: 01957809 | Jeannie Fromm: 01348162

