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In This Issue

10:00am Tuesday:

LIve Zoom Preschool Stories (Ages 2-5)

3:30pm Wednesday:

Recorded Crafternoon! video (Ages
4-14)

11:00am Thursday:

Recorded Baby Rhyme video
(Ages Birth-2)

Second Tuesday of the month
is
Music by MaryLee at 11:00am

Please visit https://www.
pacificgrovelibrary.org/calendar for
details.
•

Turkey Tales - Page 7

Classy Glass - Page 11

Pacific Grove’s

Gingerbread House Display
Lobby of Spanish Bay
Opens Dec. 1
•

Nov. 21-22 and 28-29
Holiday Open House
Downtown Pacific Grove
All Day both Weekends

Participating businesses will be
strictly following the latest State of
California and Monterey County
rules regarding Covid-19 safety precautions. In addition, block ambassadors will be stationed throughout
downtown to provide safety masks
and hand sanitizer

Quilting for Vets
Page 17
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Why We Live Here

PG Natural History Museum
Saturday, Nov. 28

Science Saturday: Magnificent
Monarchs, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. — Let’s
celebrate the return of Pacific Grove’s
Monarch butterfly population with an
up-close view of live butterflies. Follow
their migration and learn how to garden
with butterflies in mind. A live Q&A
session on Zoom follows the event.

Thursday, Dec. 3

A Closer Look, 11 a.m. — Join us
on YouTube as we take an in-depth look
at our Guess What Wednesday item.

Thursday, Dec. 10

Create with Us: Upcycled Holidays, 11 a.m. — Everyday should be
Earth Day and the holidays should be
no exception. Tune in on YouTube to
make eco-friendly gifts and wrapping.

Saturday, Dec. 12

Junior Naturalist Mushroom
Walk, 10 a.m.-noon — Join us as
Monterey Peninsula Regional Parks
District representative Joseph Narvaez
guides Junior Naturalist members on a
mushroom walk and reveals the hidden
world of local fungi. Come learn about
the important role these organisms play
in our local ecosystems and where to
find them. To RSVP and receive details,
please contact the Museum’s Community Science and Outreach Coordinator
Jaclyn Schneider at schneider@pgmuseum.org or join the club.

Inside

The Big Picture................................. 16
Book Review...................................... 6
Carmel Valley Report.....................Dark
Cartoon.............................................. 2
Commentary..................................Dark
Estate Planning..............................Dark
From the Trenches.............................. 3
Homeless in Paradise........................ 19
Legal Notices.................................... 10
Opinion ............................................ 9
People................................................ 3
Poetry............................................Dark
Police Logs......................................... 8
Puzzle................................................ 6
Random Thoughts............................... 4
Real Estate.............................. 2, 15, 17
Reasoning with God......................... 20
Wildlife Spotlight................................ 2

Teri Hardy was the first place winner for her beautiful scenic of the Monterey wharf. The annual event, held in
conjunction with the Whalefest, garnered dozens of entries, and chairperson Wendy Brickman said it was difficult to
choose the winners. More on page 11.

California: Don’t let the beep steal your sleep
First Alert Marks Anniversary of Statewide Code Enactment
With Reminder to Replace Expiring Carbon Monoxide Alarms
From Sacramento to San Diego, Californians have been
protected for years, thanks to carbon monoxide (CO) protection
measures first put in place statewide in 2011, which required CO
alarms in new one and two-family dwellings, town homes not
more than three stories and all existing single-family homes. By
2013, California upped the requirement to all existing dwellings.
Since then, countless lives have been saved from the dangers
of this invisible, odorless and potentially fatal gas.
However, alarms don’t last forever, and seven years after
this CO alarm requirement was expanded to include all types
of residences, First Alert, the most trusted brand in fire safety*,
along with health and safety officials, have issued a timely
reminder to the public: the need to replace CO alarms as they
approach expiration.
As part of its ongoing education efforts, First Alert is partnering with fire departments and safety organizations throughout
the country to bring awareness to the importance of replacing
alarms as they expire.
“These CO alarm requirements marked a turning point for
protection for California’s residents, but with busy lives and other priorities, it’s easy to take life-saving measures like installing
CO alarms for granted once they’ve been implemented,” said
Tarsila Wey, director of marketing for First Alert, a leader in
residential fire and CO detection devices. “The anniversary of its
enactment is a timely reminder of the importance of protecting
what matters most, and an ideal opportunity for us to celebrate
the lives that have been saved over the past seven years by

making safety a top priority.”
Known as the “silent killer,” CO is a colorless and odorless gas that is impossible to detect without a sensing device.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
more than 50,000 emergency room visits and over 430 deaths
are attributed to CO poisoning in the U.S. each year, making it
the leading cause of accidental poisoning deaths in the country. Any fuel-burning appliance, including heaters, fireplaces,
furnaces, appliances and cooking sources using coal, wood, or
petroleum products, are all potential sources of CO. It’s critical
to have appliances inspected by certified licensed technicians,
educate loved ones on the dangers of carbon monoxide, and
develop a family escape plan in the event of a CO emergency.
CO poisoning can cause symptoms such as nausea,
headaches, dizziness, chest pain and vomiting that mimic
those of many other illnesses, making it difficult to diagnose.
In severe poisoning cases, victims can experience disorientation, unconsciousness, long-term neurological disabilities,
cardiorespiratory failure or death.
While alarm lifespans may vary by model and manufacturer, back in 2013, a properly maintained CO alarm had a
lifespan of approximately five to seven years. Therefore, CO
alarms installed when California expanded these requirements
are likely now due for replacement. As an extra safety measure,
most First Alert CO alarms feature end-of-life warning to alert
residents to the need for replacement. The end-of-life signal
SEE CO Alarms 8
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Joan Skillman

Skillshots

Ocean Sunfish
The Ocean Sunfish is a
large, slow-moving fish
found in warm waters
throughout the Pacific
Ocean. Its scientific name
is derived from the Latin
word for millstone after its
flat, stone-like appearance,
while its common name
comes from its habit of
basking near the surface with
one side near the sun. Until
recently, Sunfish were believed
to eat almost exclusively jellyfish.
However, a study in 2016 found
that Sunfish have a more varied
diet, including squid, crustaceans,
and larval fish. When first described
in 1758, Ocean Sunfish were originally
classified as large plankton, due to
their tendency to drift with currents
rather than actively swim.

Mola Mola

Sunfish lay an exceptional
amount of eggs, with one
individual recorded carrying
an estimated 300 million eggs.
They grow rapidly, starting as
spiny larvae a few millimeters
in length, which grow to 10 feet
across by adulthood and weigh
more than 2000 pounds.
© Dan Bohrman, 2020

PACIFIC ROVE RAIN GAUGE

Week Ending Monday, November 23, 2020
Readings by Bruce and Judy Cowan at Forest Hill

Inches, as of 5 PM, 11/23/20:
0.01”
Total since July 1, 2020:
0.78”
Rain total one year ago to date:
0.46”
_______________________________________________
Previous Year Total--July 2019 through June 2020:

22”

PG RAIN GAUGE
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Joy Colangelo

From the Trenches

The first California city to admit likely
bankruptcy due to the economic downturn
from COVID is El Cerrito. With a population of 25,000 and a budget of $40.5
million, they reported as early as April
of this year that they were experiencing a
$3.7 million deficit. Last July before we
knew what a COVID was (2019) they had
borrowed a cool $9 million from Westamerica Bank for one year. That means that
bill was due a few months ago. Instead of
being able to pay that bill, they are seeking
another loan and are needing to slash $4
million from their operating budget even
after furloughing 90% of their staff months
ago. Looks like they will be filing Chapter
7 bankruptcy sooner than later.
The City of Pacific Grove quarterly

report is out and being heard as I write
this column. Council hasn’t taken any
other budget report very seriously and
in fact continues to hire consultants (a
transparency consultant is on their way!)
and conduct business nearly as usual,
even offering raises tonight and replacing
instead of deferring a very high level
police position. And what do you think
about the new water fountain at Lover’s
Point? You better love it because it cost
$12,000. But this budget states something interesting. It says the City needs to
“develop a strategic plan to better address
current and future City expenditures and
revenue.” Please note the word “better.”
That means our current plan isn’t good
enough. And let me be the first to tell

City of Pacific Grove
NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR SMALL
BUSINESS AND RENTAL
ASSISTANCE GRANTS!
$1,200/eligible Pacific Grove business
$1,000/eligible Pacific Grove household
Applications will be accepted on a first
come first serve basis through
November 30, 2020; subject to
availability of funds.
Applications are available at:
www.cityofpacificgrove.org/pgcares

Times • Page 3

Let’s talk money.....Again
you, we aren’t even close to managing
our expenditures. Our population of
15,000 and annual budget needs of $24
million already placed us a HIGH risk
for default in a California report of cities
vulnerability toward bankruptcy put out
in 2018. The only thing saving us from
a higher ranking that El Cerrito and
many others is our reserve of $10 million
dollars. Read all the budget reports put
out today and you’ll be hard pressed to
figure out what our reserves are down to.
You can see that sales tax is nearly level
with last year but the report notes it is
likely due to the way the State disperses
sales tax - they give Cities an advance,
approximate payment according to the
year prior. In other words, when the
real sales tax figures come in, we won’t
get paid in future quarters to make up
for the overpayment in the first quarter.
Transient Occupancy Tax is down 63%
and we are just now heading into the
slow, slow season. When the report states
“revenue shortfalls have far-reaching
implications on the City’s operating and
services to the community,” they mean it.
Interestingly airbnb is going public
today and pundits note the mistake of being seduced by their 1st quarter revenue
profit of $51 million. Airbnb generates
a full years’ profits in the third quarter
(summer months) and loses money in
every other quarter. Thus, cities that have
short term rentals follow course. Any
margin analysis done in a single quarter
leads one astray. Even on a great year,
2018, airbnb lost $144 million in the winter quarter. This is called “the seasonality
effect” and it applies to Pacific Grove due
to our near complete reliance on tourism.
Like the States’ disbursement of sales tax,

giving Cities money before they’ve really
earned it, airbnb collects cash from guests
before their arrival. These are reported as
“gross booking revenue” and while they
get to float that money, it can be “called
back” when there is a cancellation. It’s
not recognized as revenue until the guest
arrives and the host is paid. The City gets
their money “early” as well in the form of
TOT paid before the real payout. We had
to return about $100,000 earlier this year
when airbnb cancelled and refunded all
guests (worldwide!!). The point of this
is, revenue values look smoother than they
really are. With “pre-paid” sales tax and
TOT, City budgets need to tease out what
is real money and what is front money.
This is necessary because Airbnb, like
the Cities it pays, operating leverage are
fixed throughout the year. So any swing
in profits is exaggerated and amplified
as the year goes forward. This swing in
cash flows needs to be addressed by City
Council. Believe me, hotels and restaurants are bracing for a slow winter because
ALL winters are slow and this year, they
are facing that seasonal short-fall without
a cushion for a big fat summer.
Add on the increased expenses in
performing COVID cleaning protocols,
the building and rebuilding of parklets
and now the covering of parklets and it
will be a miracle if any business survives
the winter without a bailout. But don’t be
surprised if Council authorizes pay raises
tonight instead of heeding the warnings
from the Finance Department (stellar staff
I must say). Makes you want to take a long,
cool drink from a $12,000 water fountain
doesn’t it?
Are the suggestions above helpful?

Virtual Auction Fundraiser
for The Carmel Foundation
In lieu of The Carmel Foundation’s
annual galas for both 2020 and 2021,
we will be hosting a virtual fundraising
auction with an wide variety of items and
experiences. Put on cocktin dress and pout
a glass of wine, and join!a virtual auction
opening Friday, December 4 at 9am running through Wednesday, December 9
at 9pm. Proceeds from the auction will
benefit the many programs and services
offered by The Carmel Foundation, including low-income housing and meal
programs for seniors.
Details:
Anyone can purchase items from the
virtual auction. No ticket is needed.
To participate, simply go to https://
carmelfoundation.ggo.bid
Proxy bidding is available. Call (831)
624-1588 for details.

Items include:
Lunch with Secretary Leon Panetta at
the Panetta Institute
Paella Party, including wine, for 10
at La Playa
Instant Wine Cellar (10 cases of
wine!)
Firefighter-for-a-Day Experience
5 Course Dinner with Wine Pairings
for 6 at Mezzaluna Pasteria
Alpha Omega Wine Magnum and
Private Tasting for 4
Giant’s Jersey signed by Dereck
Rodriguez
About The Carmel Foundation
The Carmel Foundation is an organization that serves members 55 and better
in the Monterey County area and beyond.
The Foundation is located in Carmel on
the southeast Corner of 8th and Lincoln.

C ONTACT US
S M A LL B US I NE SS A SS I S TA NCE GRA NT

(831) 648-3102

EM ER GE NC Y R ENT AL ASS I ST AN C E GRA N T

(831) 648-3199

203 Cedar St. - Pacific Grove
Pacific Grove Duplex
Walkable to town and restaurants
$1,495,000

(831) 214-0105
Joy Welch
Joywelch@redshift.com
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Jane Roland

Random Thoughts

Thanksgiving Memories

11/22/2020
The following column was written seven years ago…when I decided to
deviate from my animal tales I realized I
couldn’t improve upon what I had written
before…These past years have been very
different. Three years ago we celebrated
our traditional holiday. Last year there was
a dramatic change. Jay and Denise were
in Panama, Lydia Criley had left us,other
friends made different plans…we would
have been alone, but , Michael Kirch came
and brought a delightful couple. What
could have been a gloomy day became
very bright. This year everyone is alone…
John is recovering from back surgery, I
am hoping to have my knee fixed and am
still in a wheelchair. However, Mike will
join us and I am preparing a turkey with
all the trimmings. We will give thanks for
our blessings.
Our hearts break for those who
have lost so much…2020 has not been a
good year..2021 will be better. Ellen and
husband, Shawn, were here for almost
a week….I cannot begin to express my
thanks for all they did…it was truly an
early Thanksgiving…enjoy the following
and if you want a slice of turkey or pie, let
me know, we will make it happen.:
Thanksgiving
11/22/2013
The older we get, the faster time flies.
I am amused by my young friends who
complain that it seems that it was just
Christmas and here it is again. I won’t

be around when they hit the years where
they go to bed on New Year’s Eve and the
next day it’s time for Santa. Maggie Smith
in the wonderful interview with Charles
Osgood on 60 Minutes said that working
helps her deal with loneliness. She further
complained that when one gets old “Breakfast comes every half hour”. I put the
Christmas decorations away when I needed to unpack boxes for Easter, the bunny
trappings have only recently returned to
storage. It isn’t laziness, nor inertia, we
simply run out of steam, in my case the
mind has tons of energy, my body not so
much. I am becoming accustomed to the
terms of endearment showered on older
ladies, “dear” “may I help you”, “sweetie”,
and I guess I should be happy that they
don’t say “there goes that crabby old crone
again” or perhaps they do. Younger folk
assume that those of us fortunate to hit
our “golden years” are relics of the dark
ages. Many of us keep up with the times
and have an idea of what works and what
doesn’t. We also have the sense to accept
suggestions.
I didn’t start this column with any
idea that I would launch into a treatise
about the passage of time. Thanksgiving
was to be my theme and thus it will be. I
am thankful that I am not alone, that I have
a great husband who supports everything I
do, within reason. I have four animals (one
on the doorstep of the great animal farm
in the sky), my children and grandchildren

Monterey Public Library Friends & Foundation
will hold a fundraising Zoom session with author Alka Joshi on December 5 from 2:00-3:15.
Zoom entrance is $25. The
Friends and Foundation is a 501(c) non-proft
organizatom #21-1276553.
To register and for more information contact
info@investinmpl.org.

are close, if not in miles, in spirit and I am
grateful that the Internet, Facebook, and
email keep us connected. There are even
the occasional telephone calls; although,
Mr. Bell would be disappointed to know
that his means of keeping in touch is,
little by little, disappearing. I cherish my
friends, personal and professional, many
of whom overlap. I love my job and hope
that I can continue for many years, if only
my feet hold up. I learned that losing
10 percent of my weight would improve
the condition of the lower appendages; I
thought this was a grand idea until I saw
that slice of cake and piece of chocolate. I
have come to accept the “silver” hair and
wrinkles, mine and those of my friends.
(who allow that to happen) We run into
people we haven’t seen for years, “oh my,”
we think “how could they have gotten so
old?” or a man who should be a little boy.
I remember very little about Turkey Day (or tofurki for those who shun
meat) when I was little. Once when still
stationed on Governor’s Island we went
to Castle Williams for a feast. This was
the site of the disciplinary barracks over
which my father had command. We also
received presents from Santa at that famed
forte. When we were transferred to Ft.
Huachuca in Arizona, Daddy was post
adjutant, and holiday meals were enjoyed
with the troops. It was an interesting time,
late thirties and early forties, the enlisted
men on that post were African American,
the officers and their families, Caucasian.
There was no fraternization and, unless
their wives were servants in the officers’
quarters, no families of the enlisted men.
My father was a favorite with those under
his command and we were treated very
well.
When we moved to Tucson and had
a house downtown near the university we
filled the place with “orphans”, those who
had no place to go for the feast. During
the war, we housed some British refugees
and college boys who couldn’t go home.
I loved it... Later we celebrated Thanksgiving with our doctor, Clarence (Chunky
to his friends) Robbins and wife in their
wonderful ranch house. For several years
there was a little girl in attendance with
her family. Her father, Gilbert, had a
successful hardware store, he came from
a pioneering Arizona ranching family and
was of German, English, and Mexican ancestry The family’s influence and contributions to Arizona’s history, including
wagon making, commerce, pharmacies
and music, are chronicled in the library
of the University of Arizona. This little
girl, Linda, grew up to become a famous
singer, as a sophisticated teenager, I found
her and her brothers somewhat annoying.
They were very “cute.” Little did I know?
My former husband and I entertained our
Army friends who had no one when we
were in Germany.
For the past 40 years there have been
different ways to celebrate, and celebrate
we did. It was always family and strays.
Occasionally we all went to my cousin
Mary’s on Lisbon Lane and Big Sur. When
Jay married Denise and they gave us two
fabulous grandsons, we spent Thanksgiving at the home of Don and Lydia Criley,
the boys generally in pilgrim garb or with
Jean Cooksey at the Country Club... Later
we moved the feast to our house where it
has remained these many years. The faces
have changed, unfortunately because they
have left us, At one point there was a huge
group, spread all over. Jean, sometimes
Eleanor Work, Ann and Andy Simpson,
Don and Lydia Criley, our two girls and
later their families and Jay, Denise, Justin

and Spencer, and anyone who needed a
place to be... The Simpsons are gone, but
their daughter Suzi Matmiller, and her
significant other, Bill Golden, are with us,
as are Lydia, Sean and Becky Flavin. The
DeVines are coming, Justin with his lady
friend, Megan, we don’t know about Spencer (he lives in San Francisco and might
have an acting gig), and Vicki Knight. It
grieves me that we see so little of Ellen,
Jennie and their families, but that is life.
The birds fly away when they are able. In
the meantime we will thank God for giving
us a wonderful country in which to live,
despite the political turmoil, it is home and
our friends cannot be replaced... Thank
goodness for what you have and don’t be
bitter about what you are missing. It is
time to give thanks and don’t worry about
breakfast every half hour, just be thankful
that there is still breakfast....
gcr770@aol.com
Happy Thanksgiving

City of Pacific Grove
Annual Notice of Vacancies
BOARDS, COMMISSIONS,
AND COMMITTEES
The City of Pacific Grove is seeking
applications for the following Boards,
Commissions and Committees for vacancies that currently exist and/or will
expire January/February 2021. For a
complete description of the purposes
and meeting schedule of each of the
available Boards, Commissions, and
Committees, please visit the City’s
website at https://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/about-city/boards-commissions
Administrative Enforcement Hearing
Officer Panel (4)
Architectural Review Board (4)
Beautification and Natural Resources
Commission (4)
Economic Development Commission
(4)
Golf Links Advisory Commission (3)
Historic Resources Committee (3)
Library Board (1)
Planning Commission (2)
Recreation Board (1)
Traffic Safety Commission (3)
Appointees must be registered Pacific
Grove residents, with the exception
of the Economic Development Commission and Golf Links Advisory
Commission.
Applications for these vacancies will
be accepted through December 21,
2020. Interested persons may pick
up an application at the City Clerk’s
Office, 300 Forest Avenue or a copy
may be downloaded from the City’s
website at: https://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/sites/default/files/forms/cityclerk/application-app-boards-commissions-12-14-09_0.pdf
Further information may also be obtained by contacting the City Clerk
at (831) 648-3181 or by emailing cityclerk@cityofpacificgrove.org
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Distance-Learning: What You How to Make Remote-Learning
More Rewarding and Fun
Need to Succeed at Home

(StatePoint) Is your family distance-learning? Having the resources you need at
home can be the key to success. Here are a few tools to consider as you navigate an
unusual school year:
• A Library Card: If students lack access to the school’s physical library, your public
library can be an invaluable fount of information to turn to this school year. While it’s
true that some library systems have limited their print materials available for checkout,
keep in mind that many offer a rich collection of electronic resources, which can be
checked out instantaneously from the safety of home.
• Math Tools: Math class can be an especially challenging subject for students to
tackle in the remote learning context. Luckily, online tools exist which can help. Check
out ClassPad.net, a free web-based platform featuring tools for calculation, graphing,
geometry, statistics and more. Its interactive menu enables students and educators to
draw geometry figures freehand and input calculations as they would on scratch paper.
Users can also plot data points, as well as add text labels, expressions and pictures
to graphs or geometry diagrams. However, for those who prefer a physical graphing
calculator, look for a tool that can handle coursework now and in the future. For example, the fx-9750GIII from Casio contains all the features needed to make remote
coursework easy to follow.
Finally, students of all grade levels, from kindergarten through college, can learn
new mathematical techniques and supplement their studies using free downloadable
activities created by teachers. To access these resources, visit casioeducation.com.
• A Dedicated Workspace: While desks used for remote learning may double function as a place for free time journaling and personal projects, drawing a clear mental
separation between the school day and personal life is important. Students can make a
few visual swaps to signal when class is in session and it is time to focus on schoolwork.
These swaps may include using a particular setting on the desk lamp, clearing away
personal objects or tacking up school-related paperwork to a corkboard during the day.
• A Hotspot: If you have multiple people learning and working from home, it doesn’t
hurt to have a mobile hotspot on hand in case of Internet outages or other connection
snafus. This can help ensure students don’t miss a remote class session or lose their
connection when it’s most needed.
• Smart Planners: Free apps can help students organize their coursework so they
never forget an assignment or quiz, as well as offer the tools needed for better time
management. Unlike traditional paper planners or calendars, a smart digital planner
actually learns the habits of the student in order to tailor push notifications and alerts.
As your family once again falls into the groove of distance-learning, a few tools
and considerations can help expand everyone’s ability to work from home.

(StatePoint) In the remote-learning environment of the 2020-21 academic year,
certain types of classes have been deprioritized and the school day has lost some of the
structure and sociability that in-person learning affords.
In the face of these challenges, how can you make remote-learning more rewarding
and fun for your child? Consider the following tips and ideas
• Encourage video study sessions: Socializing is an invaluable aspect of a traditional
school day. Unfortunately, remote-learning can be a lot more isolating. Have your child
invite classmates to form a remote study group. Doing so will help reinforce lessons,
make learning the material more interactive and provide a much-needed opportunity
for students to socialize.
• Reincorporate music education: Have music classes been cancelled this year?
Your child can still reap the benefits of a music education by playing an instrument like
a Casiotone Keyboard. The Casiotone series of keyboards are great for beginners. Not
only do they have a built-in learning system, they have a 3/4 jack for headphones so
the rest of the house doesn’t have to be distracted during practice sessions. Learning to
play a keyboard is not only fun, it can help with science, math and cognitive learning.
Studies have shown that children and adults with musical training have heightened skills
in an area called executive functioning.
• Schedule midday movement: Physical education may no longer be part of your
child’s curriculum, but you can still make time for movement. Schedule a screen-free
block of time each day to replace gym class or recess. Encourage kids to move around
and if possible, get some fresh air. They’ll return to their next class refreshed and focused.
• Master math at home: Math can be an especially tricky subject to master remotely.
But new tools can help students grasp complex concepts. For example, ClassPad.net is a
tool geared toward K-12 and beyond that exceeds the functionality of a calculator. Among
its many features are a virtual protractor and compass, and a math-based text editor that
provides a rich assortment of mathematical templates. This web-based calculator also
gives users the ability to create folders, organize and share work. These tools are free to
educators and students and can eliminate the need for an expensive graphing calculator.
To register or learn more, visit ClassPad.net.
• Create digital masterpieces: Art is still an important subject for kids, even if it
isn’t being offered this year. However, you don’t need to install a full-fledged art studio
in your home for kids to be able to create artwork in a range of mediums. Digital apps
mimic the act of drawing, painting, illustration, collage and more, helping to build a
foundation of skills and lay the groundwork for further exploration.
While some of the challenges of remote-learning are inevitable, there are many
ways families can make the experience more positive for students.

Teacher of the Year Shares
Distance-Learning Tips

(StatePoint) School closures and
surface and customized to their liking
hybrid learning models have forced ed– be creative and look to bring things
ucators, parents and students to adapt to
into the space that will keep your child
new forms of learning; the impact of this
energized and motivated.
is not to be underestimated. Teachers and 2. Parents: Increase Communication
parents around the country have expressed
Touchpoints: With most schools operatconcerns about the accessibility and qualing through some variation of distanceity of education under these conditions.
or hybrid-learning, communication is a
Fortunately, new tools and educationkey asset for parents. Staying in regular
al resources are being made accessible to
contact with your child’s teacher can
help tackle these concerns. “Teacher of the
help you better understand and track
Year” and author Michael Bonner is sharhow your child is performing and
ing resourceful ways for educators, stuget ahead of any potential issues or
dents, families and communities to address
concerns.
some of the common challenges associated Parents should feel empowered to reach
with distance- and hybrid-learning.
out to their child’s teacher for progress
1. Students: Create Personalized
updates or to address any areas of conWorkspaces: When students have a lack of
fusion with class schedules or assigncomfort, stress has a way of compounding
ments. Something as simple as sending
at an exponential level. To combat this,
a bi-weekly email with questions could
focus on the things that create a productive
help improve the overall experience for
and inviting learning environment, like
you and your child.
creating a workspace that is functional, 3. Teachers: Keep Kids Engaged: Teachers
fun and organized.
can break up the day by infusing differThe good news is that it doesn’t require
ent educational games and hands-on
many materials to create a DIY desk
learning opportunities like 3M Science
and it’s a great activity to do together.
at Home. This online STEM video
Using science tri-folds and heavy-duty
series is a great example of how stutape, parents and kids can create private
dents can tap into their curiosity about
cubicles that can be propped up on any
the world around them. By discussing

observations and giving kids a chance
to ask questions and come up with
solutions, teachers and parents can
foster a growth mindset while keeping
kids engaged.
4. Community: Working Together to Improve Educational Access and Equity:
COVID-19 has forced organizations,
businesses and education systems to
configure new frameworks to continue
functioning. Unfortunately, educators
are facing a huge wall as roughly 15
percent of U.S. households with schoolage children do not have the high-speed
internet connection at home needed to
complete their assignments, according
to Pew Research Center data.
While options may vary based on a

school district’s ability to provide resources, parents can reach out to their local community boards and school districts to see
what options are available to them. Some
schools are creating hotspots or are teaming with local libraries and community
partners such as churches and businesses
to extend their connections.
As we all adjust to new educational
models, ensuring learning is engaging and
fun doesn’t have to be challenging, it can
start with just a few simple techniques.
Whether you are modifying a space to be
more inviting for learning or finding supplemental, interactive activities to break
up the day, diversifying your approach
will help students better retain information
and grasp new concepts while having fun.
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Peter Silzer

Crossword Puzzle

Enjoy this and other puzzles on FB #petespuzzles or check out
www.drpetescrosswords.com

“Knead Anything?” by Peter Silzer
Solution on Page 15

Across
1
Bit of parsley
6
Paper art form
13 Itty-bitty creature
14 Disappointing sign to see at a
bakery (2 wds)
15 Tiny taste
16 Minimum rye buy? (2 wds)
17 Fresh farmers market fare? (2
wds)
20 Bad bank job
21 Shoppe sign adjective
22 Flour in some Asian sweets
25 Pre-Esq. exam
26 Scoundrel
27 Valentine’s Day cookie message
(3 wds)
29 Oddly uneven donut purchase?
(2 wds)
31 Native on Guyana
35 Civic opportunity
36 Magical deli purchase? (2 wds)
40 Menzel who voices Elsa in “Frozen”
41 Burn the buns, say
42 It may limit your intake of things
in this puzzle
46 Promos
47 Acorn producers
48 3-time PGA leading money winner Vijay
49 Imported bakery purchase? (2
wds) Danish
52 Tums, for example
55 “Star-spangled Banner,” for example
56 3-time Wimbledon winner
57 What some dough needs to do
58 In vain (3 wds)
59 Hot __ buns

Down
1
Campfire sweets
2
“The Merchant of Venice” heroine
3
Withstand, as the temptation to
indulge in some of this puzzle’s goodies
4
“__ __ be on my way now” (2
wds)
5
Grand party
6
Coming soon (2 wds)
7
Blakley of “Nashville”
8
Willow, to a botanist
9
Top Olympic medal
10 GI mail address
11 __ culpa
12 With one flat, musically (2 wds)
13 “__ and the Night Visitors”
18 Cranny cousin
19 Glum
22 Rocker Quatro
23 Hot place for baked goods
24 Egg foo __
26 Scoundrel
27 Fan fave
28 Fate
29 U of A, colloquially
30 “Frozen” reindeer
31 Home of moon cakes and baklava
32 Comedian Foxx
33 Garage sale notice (2 wds)
34 Obi-__ Kenobi
37 Like Challah
38 Artic divers
39 Silent film star Lillian
42 Type of cc list
43 “We’re __ __ together” (2 wds)
44 Way out
45 Focaccia herb
47 Alternative flavor for 36-Across
48 More sensible
49 “12 Years a Slave” actor Paul
50 43,560 sq. ft.
51 Paris picnic place
52 Qty.
53 Sgt., for one
54 Number of Commandments
Moses carried down Mount Sinai

Marge Ann Jameson

Book Review

Under the Shade of the Old Angel Oak

The Angel Tree © 2020 by Caroline Coen
ISBN: 979-8-6712722-3-9
Caroline Coen's freshman novel
offering, “The Angel Oak,” is the perfect
piece for a locked-down afternoon. Centered around a huge spreading oak tree,
the coming-of-age story combines nature,
romance, and a dab of history when peanut
farmer scion Georgia Mae and the boy next
door, Grady, meet in their junior year in
high school.
Together they learn about peanut
farming. Meeting to sit on the low branches of the tree between their two families'
homes, they talk about everything from
peanuts to to college choices to world affairs, and find they have much in common.
They travel to Washington, DC to take
part in a huge demonstration against the
Vietnam War, which has begun to weigh
heavily on their minds and their relationshp as Grady approaches draft age.
Caroline Coen could easily be recounting her own experiences, as the
background to her characters is so close
to the real world. But amazingly, she has
managed to set her story in South Carolina
rather thn Pacific Grove. Her characters
are part of the Class of 1968, my own
class. The dramas and traumas are those
experienced by me and my classmates in
that turbulent time.
There are no trivial twists or turns in
“The Angel Tree.” The story goes along
just the way one would expect real life to
happen. No Vietnam War. Today, however,
we contend with a pandemic.
“Brimming with plans for 2020 to

become another blowout summer of fun,
friendship and athletics, WAVE, the now
famous free activities camp for Pacific
Grove youth suddenly found itself, along
with the rest of the world, shuttered by the
wildly unexpected reality of Covid-19.
Although the WAVE's Board of Directors
held out hope that athletics would be
re-opened by summer, June 4 saw the
cancellation of the much anticipated 2020
WAVE Program of Pacific Grove. All
camp activities were ebbed out into the
sea of next year.
Except one.
“In this new, socially distanced world,
one of the WAVE's fledgling programs
unexpectedly found itself standing alone
as the WAVE's solitary summer offering.
And what a wonderful offering it is.
The online program, WAVE Writers,
is new this year, and is one of those things
that is just waiting to surprise you. Conceived and spearheaded by Pacific Grove
High School rising senior Caroline Coen,
WAVE Writers is a creative writing
program that will give PG 4th graders an
opportunity to write short stories, craft
poetry and learn to express themselves
in writing.” - Michele Netzloff-Luna in a
Cedar Street Times story.
Caroline Coen has served on the
Royal Court of the Feast of Lanterns. She
has won awards from the Central Coast
Writers and Carmel' Carl Cherry Center
for the Arts. She volunteers at the Pacific
Grove Library.

Marge Ann Jameson

Book Review
Nora Finnegan is Back!
No Mind for Murder © 2020 by Kathryn Gualtieri
ISBN 978 0 9888563-6-3

It’s 1939. Nora Finnegan, reporter for the Carmel Pine Cone, is in the throes of
a new marriage (to a Monterey Police Officer) and raising a pre-school aged son.
The world is holding its breath to see what Adolph Hitler will do and the citizens
of Carmel are waiting to see whether the City Council will fund a new City Hall
building.
Nora’ friend, Claire Webb, owns a building downtown which she has turned
into a pre-school. Nora’s son, James, is a student there.
Suddenly, amid rumors about her troublesome marriage to a physician, Claire
is found dead in her home. Whodunnit? Papers are found which point fingers and
Nora jumps into the fray to help solve the murder.
In this, the 8th of the Nora Finnegan series, Gualtieri brings back many of our
favorite characters, and keeps them carefully set in true-to-the-time Carmel. We
recognize buildings and even names (some of which are now street names) and it’s
easy to picture them, driving Pontiac sedan or a Studebaker coupe.
Gualtieri is former State Historical Preservation Officer and a member of
Carmel’s Historic Resources Board. Her settings and even the activities of the City
Council are carefully researched, and lend a note of truth to the story.1

These books are available at
Bookworks in Pacific Grove.
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Turkey Tales
There’ a long-held belief that Benjamin Franklin tried to promote the
turkey as the nation’s bird, instead of the eagle. It’s not true.
The myth derives, probably, from a 1784 letter he wrote to his sister
from which this excerpt comes: “For the truth the Turkey is in comparison
a much more respectable bird, and withal a true original native of America. Eagles have been found in all countries, but the turkey was peculiar
to ours; the first of the species seen in Europe, being brought to France by
the Jesuits from Canada and served up at the wedding table of Charles the
Ninth. He is besides, though a little vain & silly, a bird of courage, and
would not hesitate to attack a grenadier of the British Guards who should
presume to invade his farm yard with a red coat on.”

Among some other images, Biblical, mythological, and other, Franklin did promote the rattlesnake -- fearless though not aggressive. Native to
America...Who can forget the video of President Trump cowering before a
bald eagle?

Wherever the word came from, we should be happy as we sit down to
a turkey dinner that the turkey was not nmed the national bird because then
we couldn’t eat it! Eagle don’t taste good. Kind of fishy. Like some tales.

There’s also a story that the turkey bird was named for the country. That
one might be true, as styles involving lots of color and intricacy are called
“turkey work” in certain circles.

COLOR
ME
TURKEY!
Male turkeys have lots
of color. Color this guy
using crayon or colored
pencils!
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Pacific Grove Police Department Pacific Grove Police Department

Police Report

Police Report

11/15/20
• Info only- verbal \ Ocean View bl Verbal dispute between boyfriend and girlfriend
• Info in sus cir. \ lighthouse av Suspicious circumstance: cyber
11/16/2020
• Dog at large/bite \ Willow St. Dog at large that involved a bite. Assume it as the dog
that did the biting.
• Drive w/o license \ Holman Hwy Driver was cited for driving without a license
• Vandalism \ Ocean View bl Unknown suspect(s) damaged the chain barrier at Otter
Point turnout.
• Info in lost wallet \ maple st Lost wallet. Owner later found it.
• Sus circ in sus circ \ Ripple Av
• pc disord conduct:alcoh \ Ocean View Bl Suspect Avila, Giovanni, Rappa 03/10/84
male arrested for drunk in public. Transported to county jail.
11/17/20
• Tc-public prop-tow away / \ lighthouse av
• Non-injury vehicle vs. Tree collision.
• Info in cps referral \ 2nd st
• pc vandalism \ Oceanview bl
• Vandalism of ATM machine
• Arrest \ Pine Av Suspect test, 11/17/00
• Info in located animal bones \ ocean view bl
• Tc-private prop-drivable / \ 4th st
• vc driv:susp/etc lic:du \ Ocean View Bl Conducted vehicle stop and determined
the driver was driving on a suspended license. Cited and released.
• 487(a) pc grdthft:money/labor/ \ fountain av fraud.
• Lost property (info) \ central av
11-19-20
• A subject reported lost property. Owner later called to report that the wallet had been
located and the case can be closed.
ª Tc-private prop-drivable / \ country club gate parking lot hit and run-unintentional-info exchange
11/21/2020
• pc theft \ Arkwright ct Theft from a vehicle
• pc le assault \ pine av Suspect test, 01/01/80

PCO Alarms From Page 1

KRASA LAW, Inc.

Planning for Each gEnEration
Serving you in a safe and contactless manner

• Estate Planning
• Living Trusts & Wills
• Elder Law Care
• Trust Administration
• Medi-Cal Planning
• Asset Protection

Kyle A. Krasa, Esq.

To see free videos about
estate planning, visit
www.KrasaLaw.com
704-D Forest Avenue • Pacific Grove

831-920-0205
kyle@KrasaLaw.com

differs significantly from the 85-decibel
horn heard in an emergency or during
regular testing of the alarm. It also differs
from the low-battery chirp, and usually
consists of 3-5 short sounds. Check the
back of the alarm, as well as the alarm’s
user manual, for specific information on
these different signals.
“If you can’t think of the last time
you installed a smoke or carbon monoxide
alarm, chances are, it’s time to replace
your old ones,” Wey said. “Installing new
alarms, testing them regularly and having
and practicing an escape plan are important measures you can take to help protect
your family and home. First Alert offers
the most advanced CO sensing technologies and latest safety features available,
in hardwired, wall mount, plug-in and
tabletop versions.”
The last few years have seen significant advancements in technology, extending the lifespans of some to CO alarms
to 10 years. First Alert offers 10-year
sealed battery CO alarms that eliminate
the need for battery replacements. First
Alert’s extensive safety portfolio also
includes other CO alarm models to meet
the needs of any household. For example,
battery-powered tabletop models like
the CO710 feature a 10-year battery and
digital temperature display, with an easyto-read, backlit LED screen. Other options
offer both smoke and CO protection, such
as the PRC710V, which offers voice alerts
to inform consumers of the location of
the specific danger. Another option is the
plug-in CO605 model, which plugs into
any standard electrical outlet and offers a
battery back-up in case of power outages.
In addition to replacing CO alarms as
they reach expiration, Wey recommends
the following tips and tools for keeping
yourself and loved ones safer from the
dangers of carbon monoxide:

Important Safety Steps
Install alarms. CO alarms are the
only way to detect this poisonous gas.
The National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) recommends installing alarms

on every level of the home and near each
sleeping area for maximum protection.
Also, make sure the alarms are installed at
least 15 feet away from sources of CO to
reduce the possibility of nuisance alarms.
It is also important to test alarms monthly
and change batteries every six months,
unless the alarm is powered by a sealed,
10-year battery.

·
Test alarms regularly. All
First Alert alarms are equipped with a test/
silence button for easy testing.
Never use generators indoors. In the
case of a power outage, portable electric
generators must be used outside only (at
least 15 feet from your home). Never use
them inside the home, in a garage or in
any confined area that can allow CO to
collect. And, be careful to follow operating
instructions closely. Also, refrain from using charcoal grills, camp stoves and other
similar devices indoors.
Be mindful of the garage. Never
leave a vehicle running inside an attached
garage. Even if the door is open, it is
hazardous, as CO can leak into the home.
Have fuel-burning appliances inspected regularly. Arrange for a professional
inspection of all fuel-burning appliances
(such as furnaces, stoves, fireplaces,
clothes dryers and water heaters) annually.
Plan Your Escape. To develop an
effective escape plan, walk through your
home and inspect all possible exits and
escape routes. Identify two ways out of
each room, including windows and doors.
Practice your home emergency escape
plan at least twice a year and make sure
to plan a meeting spot. That way, if there
is an emergency, everyone knows where
to meet.
Call 911. If an alarm sounds, leave
the home immediately and move to fresh
air. Then call 911 and do not go back into
the home until the home is inspected and
cleared.
For more information on fire and carbon monoxide safety, visit www.firstalert.
com/carbonmonoxide.
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Pacific Grove Police Department Your Letters
Opinion
Police Report
• mc public urination \ Country Club Gate Subject issued a citation for a muni code
violation
• Country Club Gate ct
Suspect Maslanka, William 10/31/48 suspect was found in public intoxicated and
arrested. Violated probation.
• Missing in missing person \ carmel av overdue juvenile
Maslanka, William, Charles hs drug \ pine av Suspect test, 01/01/90
• Outside agency asst \ fountain av Info in cps cross \ lighthouse av CPS cross report
• bench warrant:FTA:fe \ Forest av
• Suspect Warren, William 02/28/63 male adult arrested for drug paraphenelia and
eight active warrants info in civil issue
19th st report of a civil issue info in civil issue \ park st report of a neighbor dispute
Booked Warren, William, Gregory 02/28/63

11/22/20

Scott Dick, Monterey County
Association of Realtors

Market Matters

California homebuying season extends
into fall as home sales and prices
remain elevated in October, C.A.R.
reports
Source: CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION
OF REALTORS® (C.A.R.)
Continued record low mortgage interest rates sustained California’s housing
market in October as home sales and
prices took a breather from September’s
record high levels and still recorded
double-digit increases from a year ago,
C.A.R. said today. Closed escrow sales
of existing, single-family detached
homes in California totaled a adjusted
annualized rate of 484,510 units in
October, according to information
collected by C.A.R. from more than
90 local REALTOR® associations and
MLSs statewide.

•

•

•

•

• October’s sales total climbed above the
400,000 level for the fourth straight
month since the COVID-19 crisis de- •
pressed the housing market earlier this
year and was just 15,000 units shy of
the 500,000 benchmark.
• October sales dipped 1.0 percent from •
489,590 in September and were up 19.9
percent from a year ago, when 404,240
homes were sold on an annualized ba- •
sis.
• “California’s housing market continues
to exceed expectations as this year’s
traditional homebuying season has

shifted into late summer and fall instead
of spring and early summer,”  said 2021
C.A.R. President Dave Walsh, vice
president and manager of the Compass
San Jose office.
The statewide median price stayed
essentially flat in October, slipping 0.2
percent to $711,300 from September’s
record high of $712,430.
The year-over-year growth rate, however, continued to increase by double-digits for the third consecutive month
and was the second highest gain since
February 2014.
Reflecting the rise in home prices,
consumers continue to say it is a good
time to sell, according to C.A.R.’s
monthly Consumer Housing Sentiment
Index.
The Central Coast had the biggest increase in October with sales growing by
28 percent, followed by the Far North
(19.4 percent), the San Francisco Bay
Area (18.9 percent), and Southern California (17.5 percent).
Additionally, all counties in Central
Coast, Southern California, and the
San Francisco Bay Area experienced
year-over-year sales gain in October.
C.A.R.’s statewide sales-price-to-listprice ratio was 100.2 percent in October
2020 and 98.5 percent in October 2019.
The statewide average price per square
foot for an existing single-family home
was $326 in October 2020 and $289 in
October 2019.

ATC hotel project...Once
it’s out of the bottle
Editor:
The projected ATC hotel that will
close down a portion of Sloat Ave, and
stretch from Central Ave. to Ocean View
Blvd. between Eardly & Dewey will snarl
traffic to all of us on holidays, major
community events and all summer from
downtown PG to the tunnel and beyond.
Just imagine traffic at David & Lighthouse and it will be that way FOREVER!
A representative of the project said, “I’m
not worried about traffic. We just need to
teach people not to drive.” Really? What
happens when visitors to Monterey, Pebble
Beach and Carmel decide it’s not worth
the hassle to.drive into downtown PG?
I saw a flyer which stated this project was
endorsed by the Monterey Bay Aquarium.
While I don’t know if that is true, I would
hope to doubt it. The drilling to create drive

in entrance/exit for underground parking of
250 cars at Ocean View and Dewey is said;
vibrations will drive away the seals from
their daytime resting grounds at two locations in our Bay and possibly FOREVER”
Something like 73 Monterey Cypress trees
have already been strapped and marked
to be cut down and removed FOREVER.
Building this White Elephant in PG will likely cause some of our picturesque, beautiful
and charming B&B’s to close FOREVER.
If you want to preserve the charm,
beauty and ease of travel and commute in our Hometown USA City, Pacific Grove FOREVER, protest the
size or, the whole project with our
elected officials to do the right thing.
Bill Gilreath
Pacific Grove

Editor:

Re: Residents turn out to save harbor
seals, old growth trees, hometown atmosphere
I was very glad to see your coverage
of this most recent protest by community
members against the plan to overdevelop the historic American Tin Cannery
property. This project, already part of the
way through Pacific Grove’s approval
process, will require the near elimination
of the site’s historic buildings as well as
the complete destruction of its scores
of mature, native and other trees, and it
will have significant adverse effects on
numerous wildlife species.
The American Tin Cannery (ATC)
property is a type of cultural landscape
the State of California classifies as an
Historic Vernacular Landscape because
it is important historically, and architecturally, and was foundational in the
cultural and economic development of
the entire Monterey Peninsula. All of the
buildings on the site retain their historic
integrity, making them each important
examples of their types and times, and so
significant community assets. The ATC
is on Pacific Grove’s Historic Resources
Inventory, eligible for listing on the California Register of Historic Places, and
possibly also for the National Register of
Historic Places due to its importance in
WW II support, and the renown and the
literary significance of John Steinbeck’s
Cannery Row. The protesters are trying
to stop the destruction of almost the entire
site. The historic buildings there, now
totaling 165,000 square feet, are to be
replaced by hotel and other commercial
uses totaling 343,932 square feet.
These community members are also
trying to stop the wanton destruction
the City is planning for 100% of the
site’s urban forest landscape. Most of

tree

of life
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these Monterey Cypress, Coast Live
Oak, Strawberry, Canary Island Pine,
and Eucalyptus trees, are supposedly
protected by Pacific Grove’s municipal
code because of either their species or
their large size.
If that were not enough, the demonstrators are also attempting to bring
attention to the fact that this overdevelopment poses a serious threat to numerous other coastal “biological resources”.
Even project pushers admit that it could
have detrimental effects on a federally
protected species (harbor seal) and other
species of local and regional interest, like
black oystercatchers, which locals already
volunteer to monitor because Audubon
California considers them “a species of
high conservation concern” and “highly
vulnerable to decline” from direct and
indirect effects of human disturbances.
All of this is rather ironic for a place
that wants to attract visitors by advertising
itself as America’s Last Hometown. This
huge development will be wildly out of
scale with the rest of the town, and bizarrely incongruous with Pacific Grove’s
shoreline veneration and celebrated Victorians. The ATC Historic Vernacular
Landscape could be redeveloped as the
National Park Service Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards advises all levels of
government to do with historic resources.
Its forest habitat could be retained and
cared for and its buildings preserved and
repurposed into accommodations and
other retail uses. It could become a much
more valuable asset to the entire area,
and a more fun, unique, and educational
place for families to visit. This could be
an harmonious redevelopment process,
bringing the whole community together. It
would generate fewer tax dollars though.
Cosmo Bua
Pacfic Grove

Together We Remember
Hospice Giving Foundation’s tree of life is
a 30-year tradition in our community. Join
us for this special celebration of hope and
remembrance featuring song, story, and
sentiments of the season. Register now and
be entered to win a fresh holiday wreath.

BROADCAST ONLINE
Friday, December 11, 2020 from 5:00 - 6:00 PM
hospicegiving.org/treeoflife
Special guests include
• Esmeralda Owen, marketing & public relations consultant, emcee
• Julie Capili, jazz vocalist, accompanied by Dennis Murphy
• Siobhan Greene, President/CEO, Hospice Giving Foundation
• Dr. Ira Byock, palliative care physician, author, and advocate
• Erik Cushman, Publisher, Monterey County Weekly
• Reverend Luke Ham, Pastor, Church of the Wayfarer

Make your Tree of Life tribute gift in honor or memory
of a loved one and view all who have been honored
at hospicegiving.org/treeoflife.
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Glass Artist Offers Inspiration

Going strong in her 80’s! Jill Casty, Monterey Peninsula Glass Artist, Launches Series of New
Standalone Fused Glass Sculptures to add to her Glass Art and Commission Works Bringing
Positive Inspiration to Many During Pandemic…
By Wendy Brickman

Internationally respected glass artist, Jill Casty, is a true inspiration for all
of us. Now in her 80’s and a breast cancer survivor, Casty takes each day as
a blessing and puts her energy and heart into her work. Casty hasn’t slowed
down in her exquisite glass art projects and she’s still as passionate about art
as ever.
She feels that the art that surrounds us in our homes has a very positive
impact on our feelings and stress levels during this Pandemic. Casty explains,
“Focusing on beautiful art can be one answer to help reduce our anxiety over
the immediate future as things continue to evolve with COVID-19. Exposure
to art creates positive brain changes.”
Casty adds, “There is still a place for an exuberant art, rich in color. In my
glass and metal sculptures, I want to give the viewer an art that can still be
a celebration in difficult times, an exuberant art that can be like a Toast: To
Life!”
Jill has recently launched a new series of standalone fused glass sculptures
that she’s producing on the Monterey Peninsula. Everyone will love and
appreciate her bright colorful style of glass art that reflects the joy, optimism
and vibrancy of nature. Featuring her own signature style of beautiful multicolored glass art, the full collection of her pieces
is newly depicted on her enhanced website, www.
jillcastyglassart.com.
Perfect for home or office, these new curving
independent works are a unique supplement to the
broad variety of her creations. This body of work
includes standing sculptures for floor or table-top and
wall sculptures. All are ensembles of her brilliant fused
glass and varied metal frameworks.
These works are in a number of series of styles and
themes. In one series, an abstracted image of an
element of the natural world is exploded into four
distinct glass panels. Bursting outward or peacefully
coming together? In another series, bright glowing
images are backed by jewel-like transparent layers of
delicately colored glass. Some standing pieces have
bases made of Carrara marble.
In addition to completed work that is available, Jill also
continues to enjoy taking on commissions to design
and create custom pieces, made for specific homes,
offices, or public spaces.
Casty explains, “As we all continue to shelter in place
at a quieter pace of life for most of us, many people
tell me that they are enjoying and appreciating their
favorite artwork in their homes even more than when
they were rushing around so much prior to COVID-19.
There is a residing need for an art that brings a moment
beyond all that assaults our spirit. An art that is a kind
of toast: To Life. I believe that my bright colorful art
pieces can help infuse hope and a positive spirit with
confidence that this Pandemic will end and we will
survive.”
The art of Jill Casty has been described as “innovative,
cutting edge, and even provocative in its own way. But
unlike so much contemporary art, it is an art of flowing
rhythms and form, bright, glowing color—an exuberant
art, full of grace and joy. Color, as transformed in glass,
is her guiding force and passion, Henri Matisse is her
guiding spirit.”
About Jill Casty:
In recent years, Jill has worked primarily in Italy
and Mexico. In these years abroad, her work was
enriched by the art and culture of both lands. The history and glory of glass
art through the ages has always fascinated her and been an influence on her
adventures in fused glass. She continues to enjoy studying the past, while
creating for the future. Her catalogs and art pieces created in both countries
and America can be seen on: www.jillcastyglassart.com.

Earlier in her career, living in the United States, Jill focused on the creation
of large-scale works for public places, both civic and commercial, including
monumental sculptures and gorgeous mobiles and aerial artworks. Now,
after those years abroad, she is working again in California and continues to
explore new adventures in both the public and personal art worlds.
In Italy, Jill’s work has been widely represented in galleries, including
in Galeria Faustini, Forte dei Marmi; Galeria Jean Blanchaert, Milan;
Galeria Gio Arte, The Real Luxury, Lucca; Galeria La Meridiana, Galeria
Intrecciarte, Pietrasanta; Galeria Open Art, Prato; Punto Vetro, Cenaia;
Galeria Gordio Art, Galeria Cavour, Hotel Royal Victoria, Pisa; Galeria
Roma, Livorno.
In Mexico her work has been presented in key galleries in the three major
art centers of Baja California—Todos Santos, San Jose del Cabo, La Paz—
as well as hotels and restaurants.
Connect socially: Twitter @jillcastyart; Instagram @jillcasty; Facebook:
www.Facebook.com/JillCastyArt; Pinterest; Jill Casty; LinkedIn: Jill Casty;
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Jill Casty Inspiration

Oh What A Gorious Day by Jill Casty

Abstraction in Orange by Jill Casty

Primavera, Finalement by Jill Casty

American Tin Cannery

Proposed Project Update
The projected public hearing process for the American Tin Cannery Hotel
and Commercial Project has been revised. The Final Environmental Impact
Report is anticipated to be available by December 1, 2020. The project’s
public hearing before the City’s Architectural Review Board is tentatively
scheduled for December 15, 2020 at 3pm. The project’s public hearing before
the Planning Commission is tentatively scheduled for January 14, 2021. The
City Council’s consideration of the proposed lease agreement and any appeal
or call-up of the Planning Commission’s decision is tentatively scheduled for
Wednesday, February 17, 2021.
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Monterey County Fair Announces Theme Contest for 2021 Fair
The Monterey County Fair has announced a contest for the community to
come up with a theme for the 2021 Monterey County Fair, which will be held Sept.
2-6, 2021.
The deadline to submit a theme idea is Dec. 31, 2020. The winner of the
contest will receive $100 and two family ticket packages to the fair. The winner’s
theme will be used as the official theme of the 2021 Monterey County Fair and used
in Fair promotional materials and campaigns.
To enter the contest, entrants should print or type their entries on one piece
of paper. Each entry must be five words or less and a maximum of three entries per
person can be submitted. Please do not use the words Pandemic, COVID or Coronavirus. Think happy thoughts about 2021!

No entries will be accepted that are the same or similar to other trademarked
slogans and/or themes. The last five years of fair themes for reference are:
2020 – “Fiesta”
2019 – “High Tides and Carnival Rides”
2018 – “Shake Your Tail Feathers”
2017 – “Fair Fun in the Summer of Love”
2016 – “Celebrate 80!”
Themes can be submitted by emailing them to: entry@montereycountyfair.
com. Please make sure each theme entry has a name and contact phone number
with it. Entries can also be mailed to the Fair Office at 2004 Fairground Road,
Monterey, CA 93940.

BOOKS BY THE BAG
Buy used books online & support
the Friends of the PG Library!

Are you missing our First Saturday
Book Sales? The Friends now offer
online contactless “Books by the Bag”
services until we can safely reopen.
Visit www.pglibraryfriends.org

1. Pay online: $20 per Big Bag or $10 per
Basic Bag. (Delivery to PG extra)
2. Select your genre(s).
3. Wait for our email letting you know the
date your bag of books will be ready
for contactless pick-up or delivery.

4. Come to St. Mary’s by the Sea
Episcopal Church, on the 13th Street
side, above Central Avenue. Your
bag(s) will be waiting! Or watch for
your delivery. Face-covering required.
5. Read and enjoy!
What:

Visit www.pglibraryfriends.org

What:

Your email will give your pick-up date
OR PG home delivery date

What:

Choose your genre & pay online

Questions? Email friendspglib@gmail.com
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Whalefest Photo Winners
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Yvonne Ellis - Runner Up
Vivan Glitchette - 2nd Place

Eric Palmer - Runner Up

“The Art and Science of Whale Song”,
A Musical Fundraiser for Whalefest
Monterey, to be held on Tues., Dec. 1

A very special musical fundraiser for the 11th Annual Whalefest Monterey, “The Art and Science of Whale
Song”, will be held on Tuesday, December 1 from 7:00 – 8:00 pm via Facebook Live on the Facebook page,
www.Facebook.comWhalefestMonterey.
Join us for a deep dive into the musical world of whales as we explore new scientific findings about whale
song, and compose on piano and cello together with these massive musical beings. It is free to virtually attend
and donations to Whalefest Monterey will be very much appreciated!
Dr. John Ryan of MBARI, who conducts underwater sound recordings of whales in the Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary, will join with respected musician, pianist and composer, Nicholas Fettis and his
“Orca”stra. Dr. Ryan will explain the acoustic science of whale sounds while comparing them to the acoustics
of musical instruments. Nicholas in turn will perform some many of his own compositions that incorporate
these beautiful whale sounds. There will also be a presentation by Mary Alice Cerrito Fettis, Chair of Whalefest
Monterey.
According to Mary Alice Cerrito Fettis, “We have always wanted to present and highlight the wonderful
acoustic partnership between Dr. John Ryan and Nick Fettis and his “Orca”stra. It’s beautiful and inspiring!
Please join us for a very enjoyable evening with the Fettis family that benefits a great event!
About Dr. John Ryan
Dr. John Ryan is a biological oceanographer with the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute. His
research explores oceanic life forms, from microscopic plankton to gigantic wh2ales, and the ecosystem processes that shape their lives. John’s research on the behavioral ecology of whales employs continuous underwater
sound recordings from the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.
About Nicholas Fettis
A California native, Nicholas Fettis has been composing and playing music since his early teens in 1965. He
has been part of Whalefest since its inception in 2011 and Music Director ever since. He combines his original
music with his “Orca”stra of whale songs. These unique recordings of whale and other marine life of Monterey
Bay are courtesy of Dr. John Ryan of Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI).Nicholas graduated
from UC Berkeley in 1973 as a music major and continued to compose primarily for piano. In addition, he has
worked with synthesizers, the cello, and choral singing in the Greek Orthodox Church. Nicholas’ concerts and
recordings can be found on You Tube and at nicholasfettismusic.com.
About MBARI
MBARI (Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute) is a unique oceanographic research center where scientists
and engineers work together to develop new tools and methods for studying the ocean.
About Whalefest Monterey 2021
During this challenging time of fewer grants and cutbacks on sponsorship for non-profit events, it is important that funds are raised to be able to successfully hold the outstanding educational Whalefest Monterey and
Symposium hosted by Presenting Sponsor Monterey’s Old Fisherman’s Wharf Association. The 11th Annual
Whalefest Monterey and Symposium will be held online this year, with 2-hour segments including presentations
by world-renowned scientists, music, and more on January 26-29, 2021 from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm (more details to
come.)
Traditionally, when it can be held in person, Whalefest Monterey is a free, fun and educational interactive
family event for all ages on Old Fisherman’s Wharf that celebrates the biodiversity of the Monterey Bay National
Marine Sanctuary and much more! The event, which features a 2-day Symposium with world-renowned marine
experts and dozens of exhibit booths, benefits many local and national marine organizations that educate, inspire,
and empower the public to protect the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary (MBNMS). There is always a
variety of live musical entertainment at the head of the Wharf.
Whale watchers come from around the world to view hundreds of whales, orcas, dolphins and pelicans that
continue to feast on a “krill and anchovy buffet” in the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. Throughout
the year, this Whale Watching Capital of the World offers sightings of 15 species of whales, 10 species of dolphins, 2 species of porpoise, 6 species of pinnipeds and 1 species of Fissiped (sea otter)
Corporate Sponsors and Donations
Donations can be made and corporate sponsorships are available now for the 11th Annual Whalefest Monterey at https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=AMQLUTW8CA3M4&source=url

Please contact Mary Alice Cerrito Fettis at maryalicefettis@aol.com for more details. Marine Life
Studies is the 501(c)3 non-profit fiscal sponsor of Whalefest Monterey, (Federal ID# 27-0318674).
For more information about Whalefest Monterey, go to the Whalefest page on www.montereywharf.
com or call (831) 238-0777.

Michelle Sewell - Thire Place

John Ryan

Nicholas Fettis
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Home Selling Strategies for
the New Year

Patrick Ryan
Local Real Estate Update
When you read this it will either be Thanksgiving or the day after Thanksgiving and you may be wondering how we got here so fast and now it is time to
prepare for Christmas and New-Years. Although, most of us will be happy to
see 2020 in the rear-view mirror, it is always surprising how quickly time can fly.
So, in honor of time moving fast, I decided to write an article for the person who
has been thinking of selling his/her home, but now wants to wait until after the
holidays.
There are many of you out there, potential home sellers that have not gotten
to the point of “pulling the trigger” and putting the house on the market for sale.
You might have started the year 2020 with the intention of selling your house but
needed to do a few things in order to get it ready for the market. Then Covid19 hit
and you were either sheltering in place in the home you were thinking of selling or
sheltering in place at your main home, while the vacation house you were thinking
of selling was sitting empty. March led to April which led to May and June and
then July and August came roaring out of the gate.
You watched in the spring as the residential real estate market grinded to a
halt like everything else and then you watched as it started to pick up in June, only
to explode in July and August. You have continued to watch as it has not let up
with prices continuing to rise, inventory continues to be depressed and Covid19
continues to change behaviors on what looks like a permanent basis.
You have now reached Thanksgiving and the beginning of the Holiday season
and have decided to finally put the home up for sale, but after the New Year is past
us. Well, here are some strategies and options to consider when selling your home.
Some sellers aim for just a quick sale and some sellers aim for a quick sale at top
dollar.
With inventory at historical low levels, buyers do not have a whole lot to
choose from. While this makes it easier for you to sell your home, there are still
some strategies to make it quicker. The first strategy is for the home seller who
is house rich and cash poor. In this situation, one would be selling the home “As
Is” as the seller does not have the extra funds to take care of any improvements
or upgrades. With this approach it is vitally important to take a look at the comps
that have sold recently and price your home accordingly. A
major fixer priced above houses that have already been fixed
up is guaranteed to sit unless it is oceanfront and then that is
a whole different topic. Buyers will not pay for the potential
value of the fixer when they have to put X amount of money
in it when there is an already fixed up home for sale down
the street.
On the other hand, if you plan on doing some improvements to your home before putting it on the market, there are
truly two levels of fixes. The first involves more cosmetic
upgrades like painting inside and out, replacing or deep
cleaning carpets, refinishing hard wood floors, replacing
broken fixtures, cleaning up the landscaping, and possibly
upgrading some of the appliances. This home will easily
command a higher sales price than the “As Is” home and the
cost of the improvements is not that much when compared
to the return on investment. This strategy works great for
the seller with a bit of extra money in their pocket looking to
put their home on the market at a higher than normal price.
The third strategy is to do a major renovation in order
to truly try to capture the top dollar of the market. This will
involve all the work just listed above, but now you will be
replacing the kitchen and bathrooms. This may involve
moving walls, replacing plumbing and electrical, adhering
to current building codes, and will cost thousands of dollars.
This strategy will allow you to list your home towards or at
the top of the market as it will appeal to the widest swath of
buyers out there. This is what they call a “turn-key” property that is move-in ready. This strategy makes sense for those
sellers with enough cash on hand to pay for the work and
enough equity in the home for a proper return on investment.
Knowing the market, knowing what has sold, know
what price buyers are willing to pay and utterly understanding what buyers are looking for can save a home seller a
significant amount of money and stress. A mistake can be
very, very costly when it comes to selling a home. Make
sure you have a good understanding of all the variables
before making any major and expensive decisions.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and continue to stay
safe and healthy.
Patrick Ryan is an active real estate broker associate with
Sotheby’s International Realty on the Monterey Peninsula
happily helping clients sell their homes and client buy homes.
He lives with his family in Pacific Grove and is current President of the Pacific Grove Rotary. If you have any questions
regarding the local market or listing/buying advice, he can be
reached at the following:
Patrick Ryan DRE#01957809 Sotheby’s International
Realty, 831.238.8116, patrick.ryan@sothebyshomes.com
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Top Items on Senior’s
Holiday Gift List
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After a devastating year, if seniors could have
anything in the world this holiday season, a new report
shows their No. 1 wish is to have a homecooked meal
with family. Of course, a spa day, Uber Eats subscription,
or cold hard cash works for them, too.
As bad as 2020 has been for everyone, it is exponentially worse for our beloved seniors. They have accounted
for 80% of COVID-19 deaths, 27% of seniors live alone
and in a normal year nearly one-third experience sadness
during the holidays. This year, it is expected to be even
harder with many unable to spend the holidays with their
families because of COVID-19.
SeniorCare.com released a report Top Holiday Gifts
and Gestures For Seniors in 2020 after surveying more
than 10,000 seniors and asking for their input on what
gifts and personal gestures would bring them joy during
the holidays.
Below you will find the top 10 gifts, gestures, and
key takeaways and the report contains a more extensive
list.

Top 10 Holiday Gift Ideas Most
Liked by Seniors:

House Cleaning Service: 88% of seniors like this gift idea
Chocolate: 87%
Fruit Basket: 83%
Cash: 79%
Everyday Items (stamps, shampoo, etc.): 79%
Meal Delivery Service (Uber Eats, Grub Hub): 78%
Snacks: 78%
Cheese and Crackers: 77%
Gift Cards: 76%
Automotive Service: 76%
Honorable Mentions: Flowers (72%), Streaming Subscription (60%), Spa Day (56%).

Top 10 Personal Gestures Most
Liked by Seniors:

Let them know you are thinking about them with a
thoughtful gesture.
Homecooked Meal: 90% of seniors like this idea
Invite to Restaurant for Dinner: 81%
Help with Technology (tablet, phone, kindle): 80% of
seniors like this idea
Phone Calls: 80%
Help Around Home: 78%
Declutter Garage or Basement: 78%
Handwritten Cards: 78%
Go Grocery Shopping: 77%
Revive Family Traditions: 75% of
Go for a Walk: 74%
Honorable Mentions: Clean the Car (66%), Watch a
Movie (61%), Review Finances (58%).
Here are several key takeaways:
For Seniors Who Lost a Spouse: Consider gifts and
gestures that were previously fulfilled by the spouse.
Men favored food baskets, grocery shopping, and home
cooked meals. Women favored landscaping, automotive,
and home maintenance help; as well as spa/salon visits,
and flowers.
High vs. Low Tech: Try to go for low-tech ways
to reconnect like sharing meals, phone calls, cards, and
going for a walk instead of suggesting the latest video
conferencing app.
Gestures vs. Gifts: The top gestures are just as popular as the top gifts. If anything, gestures are slightly
preferred if you consider that the top gifts include house
cleaning, meal delivery, automotive, and yard services all things that you could give as a gift by paying for the
service or as a gesture by doing them yourself.
Given these challenging times, hopefully these
recommendations can help brighten the moods of the
older loved ones in your life. Here is to a great holiday
season and many more.

Parents Launch
Fundraiser

A team of parents from Pacific Grove High School
will be selling strands of red and gold holiday lights to
raise money to support projects designed to provide safe
school-to-student and student-to-student interconnectivity. The 21-foot strands of lights are offered as
two or four-packs in the school’s iconic red and gold
colors and are available for purchase for $25 or $45,
respectively. The packages come with decorating ideas
and supporters are encouraged to post pictures of the
lights on social media with the hashtag #BreakersLightTheWay. Visit https://forms.gle/YF8ifoCAn2NAqzxTA.
For questions or to join the planning committee, email:
demejamson@gmail.com or call 650-526-8912.

TRANSPORTATION SEA LEVEL RISE
ADAPTATION PLAN
SECOND COMMUNITY MEETING DURING
THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

Tuesday, December 8, 2020 at 7:00 PM
Global warming is in the local spotlight with a transportation adaptation plan grant that will help the City of
Monterey plan how to adapt the transportation infrastructure for predicted sea level rise over the next few decades.
Now is the time to determine the best approach to deal with these changes, and the City wants the community to
be informed and provide input.
As a result of the first community meeting on May 13, 2020, three strategies have been identified to keep
Monterey moving in the face of sea level rise: 1. Elevate the Recreation Trail into a sea wall; 2. Elevate Del
Monte Avenue into a viaduct with ocean water flowing underneath; and 3. Move Recreation Trail and Del Monte
Avenue traffic to Pearl and North Fremont Streets with enhancements made to these streets. The draft transportation adaptation plan is available at monterey.org/planning.
This second community meeting will take place at the Planning Commission Meeting at 7:00 p.m. on December 8, 2020. The program will cover a summary of previous sea level rise studies and outreach efforts, introduce
the three adaptation strategies, and gather community input.
Planning Commission Meeting agenda and attachments will be available on December 4, 2020, at http://
isearchmonterey.org/. We encourage community input. Join the ZoomGov Webinar to participate or watch the
meeting live (no time delay):
Please go to this link to join the
webinar: https://monterey-org.
zoomgov.com/j/1619908039
Or iPhone one-tap: US:
+16692545252,,1619908039# or
+16468287666,,1619908039#
Or Telephone: Dial (for higher
quality, dial a number based on your
current location): US: +1 669 254
5252 or +1 646 828 7666 or 833
568 8864 (Toll Free)
Webinar ID: 161 990 8039
International numbers available:
https://monterey-org.zoomgov.
com/u/ab3cLA86Cy
Need more help or seeking guidance on making public comments?
Read our ZoomGov Meeting Instructions.
Meetings are also streamed live
on https://www.youtube.com/user/
cityofmonterey (10 second delay)
and on Comcast Channel 25 (up to
90 second delay).
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The Changing Face of Pacific Grove
Rudy Fischer
The Big Picture
The downtown mural of the 1900 wedding of Jim
Jim, the popular owner of the first laundry in Pacific
Grove, and his new wife, who came down from Santa
Cruz by train.

I want to return to The Big Picture, but
bring it closer to home. For the next
several articles I want to talk about Pacific
Grove – where we come from, what we
have done recently to fix up the city,
and what is likely to happen in the near
term. Then I want to stretch a little and
present some options that could get us to a
prosperous and stable future.
Starting as a Methodist based summer camp
with “tent cabins” (which is why we have so
many 30’ by 60’ lots), and Chautauqua’s for
enlightenment and education, Pacific Grove
was founded in 1875, incorporated in 1889,
and became a Charter City on April 22, 1927.
As such, it is now one of California’s 112
Charter Cities (out of 482 cities in California).
Through all of the change to the city since
then, the city kept some of the old traditions.
One is that, even though the last Chautauqua
was in 1926, the flag in the City Council
chambers still honors the Chautauqua Literary
and Social Club of the early years (the
“CLSC” on the flag at the Dias).
Eventually the tents started becoming cabins
with hard sided board and batten walls (and
even just a few years ago one of our leading
architect’s reported finding tent fabric in a
wall while renovating a home). City hall was
built in 1912; and in the 1920’s the Forest Hill
Hotel (now Forest Hill Manor) and Holman’s
Department Store were built. In 1932 the
Museum and the Post office were constructed
as one of the Depression’s Works Project
Administration (WPA) projects.

A focus of the city has always been the
preservation of natural resources. In 1903
the City acquired a portion of its waterfront
for the first time and, in the 1930’s, the city
actually acquired all of its coastline. And,
importantly, in 1938 the Butterfly Ordinance
to protect these annual visitors was passed.

or motel that wanted to change or expand had
to now comply with the new regulations. This
became a real problem for the city’s lodging
establishments because they couldn’t grow –
or even modernize. Finally, in 2011 we (the
City Council working with Moe Ammar at
the Chamber, as well as some of the original
proponents of Measure C) put Measure U on
the ballot to change those restrictions. After
this measure passed, the hotels and motels were
able to add some rooms and finally modernize
their facilities. That shows the potential
problems with citizen passed initiatives – it
takes a major effort to change them.
Then, in 2018, residents passed Measure M to
restrict short term rentals in the city except for
the coastal zone. In 2018 STR’s brought the
city $1.8 million in revenue. Like Measure C
before it, the lower resulting income is likely to
continue as this measure cannot be overturned
except by a vote of the residents of the city.
The citizens also passed Measure U, however,
raising the Transient Occupancy Tax on hotels,
and that would have made up for some of the
revenue lost through Measure M had it not
been for the pandemic.
Though the city is struggling a little because
of the pandemic, projects are still being
undertaken. Also, the residents of the city
have in many cases stepped up to the task of
taking care of neighbors and getting together
to clean the beaches and the sides of the roads
in their neighborhoods. So, in addition to all of
the other things we call it, we can also call it a
town of great people.

But the City of Pacific Grove is and has been
different things to different people. It has been
called “Butterfly Town USA” and “The Last
Home Town”. Others see it primarily as a
“City of Homes” with “business and industry…
compatible with its residential character.”
When it comes to the city’s revenues, however,
property tax provided less than one third of
city revenue in fiscal year 2018, with business
providing most of the remainder. Though the
pandemic has changed things temporarily, that
makes our businesses – and the tax revenue we
get from them – very important to the city.
In fact before the pandemic the city’s
businesses were slated to still contribute about
$10 million of the city’s $25 million revenue
- or 40% of the city’s total revenue. But
hotels, restaurants, and other businesses in
Pacific Grove do not enjoy the same level of
recognition and reputation as similar entities in
other cities such as Carmel and Pebble Beach;
and both the city staff and the Chamber of
Commerce are working to change that.
Residents have always had a great influence
on the city and council. For instance, in 1986
citizens put Measure C on the ballot to limit the
growth, building height, and number of rooms
at Pacific Grove hotels and motels. Though the
existing buildings were grandfathered in just as NEXT ARTICLE: What we have
they were, the measure required that any hotel done recently to fix up the city.
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Meals on Wheels joins Monterey County Gives! to support
local homebound seniors
To donate, please visit MOWMP’s homepage and click the Monterey County
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Meal on Wheels of the Monterey Peninsula (MOWMP) announced it will participate
in Monterey County Gives!, a partnership between the Monterey County Weekly, the
Community Foundation for Monterey County (CFMCO), and the Monterey Peninsula
Foundation to support local nonprofits.
MOWMP continues to build on programs to provide freshly prepared meals
and meaningful engagement to senior and disabled homebound clients across
the Monterey Peninsula. This holiday season, the agency asks that donors consider supporting its efforts through the Monterey County Gives! program.
MOWMP is producing 15,000 meals per month, a 63% increase compared to this time
last year. A donation – be it $5, $500, or $5,000 – will go to support those who live
alone and cannot shop or cook for themselves, and help the agency meet increased
demand on its services due to an expanding local senior population and the impacts of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Gives! button or visit the Monterey County Gives! website, click on the Nonprofits
tab and find Meals on Wheels of the Monterey Peninsula – either alphabetically or
under Community & Social Services. Then click Donate; it’s that simple.
If donors choose to support MOWMP through Monterey County Gives!, but
prefer to send their donation by mail, they can print this Donation Form,make the
check out to Community Foundation for Monterey County noting MOWMP, and
mail it to the CFMCO at 2354 Garden Road, Monterey, CA 93940.
Making donations even more festive, the Monterey County Weekly will match
a percentage of donations through an additional grant to MOWMP and other participating nonprofit agencies. So, the more given in public donations, the more received
in the form of a matching grant.
Donate to Meals on Wheels of the Monterey Peninsula online today through
Monterey County Gives!
All donations are tax deductible. Thank you for your generous contribution.

Monterey Quilters Provide Veterans with Quilts of Valor
Regina Liske, a longtime quilter and Monterey
resident has taken the lead to provide beautiful Quilts
of Valor for Operation Freedom Paws (OFP), in San
Martin, Calif. For the last several years, Regina has
worked continuously as part of the Monterey Peninsula
Quilters Guild to make quilts for the disabled veterans
receiving service dogs at OFP. As each quilt is being
sewn, it is done with love, thoughts and prayers for the
veteran who will receive the quilt. Each of the quilts is
unique and has a dog woven into the fabric as well as
many patriotic designs. A Quilt of Valor is a way for us
to honor our veterans, and to serve as a reminder and a
comfort that we remember and deeply appreciate their
service.
Each time Regina finishes a batch of quilts she
makes the trip to one of our classes at OFP and that
is where the magic begins. The quilts are laid out and
each veteran can choose the quilt they like, and often
it is the dog that helps make that choice as you can see
in the picture with Regina and veteran Sherwin and his
dog Kona. Neither Regina nor Sherwin knew the match
that would take place with this quilt, and the veterans
are always deeply touched by the recognition.
The pandemic has not stopped Regina from
making quilts with her friends, she simply designed a
covered outdoor, safely distanced area at her home for
them to continue to work. Operation Freedom Paws is
so grateful to Regina and her Guild for establishing this
new tradition for our veterans. OFP provides service
dogs free of charge to veterans disabled with PTSD
and/or other disabiliites, as well as other adults and
special needs children in the community. OFP is unique
in that we use shelter and rescue dogs to match with
our clients to form a service dog team. Additionally, we
teach our clients to train their own dogs in a 48 week

in person training at our facility, all at no charge to our
clients. To learn more about OFP’s work go to operationfreedompaws.org.
Monterey Quilters are a non-profit 501(c)3 orga-

nization and serves all eras of veterans.
Kathy Waddell
OFP Ambassador

Regina and veteran Sherwin and his dog Kona, who has made his chice from the quilts shown him.

Keep
socially
distant
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A final shout-out for the last PG Art Center Exhibit of 2020
PGAC Show runs through December 17, 2020

This year is not quite over, so if you haven’t caught the last show of 2020
make a point to stop by the art center and drift through a retrospective of
paintings, prints and installations created over 40 plus years. Three fiber
artists capture artistry in fibre. Absorb the drawings and paintings that
mark a place in time at that moment and the memory it holds. Then gather
around to see the exquisite works of 4 printmakers. Finally, watercolor
paintings by young artists that are learning to go with the flow in the new
normal of virtual education.
Portals: A Retrospective - Jennifer Colby, Gill Gallery
“My art work has often had a doorway, window, or “silent square”
representing a passage through, a portal to a place of courage, resistance,
and hope.”
Artistry in Fibre: Color, Line, and Form - Featuring the work of 3 fiber
artists: Linda Waddle, Carole Rossi and Lin Schiffner, Dyke Gallery
All 3 fiber artists are members of Surface Design Association, the Studio

Art Quilters Association and other national fiber organizations.
Markers, Moments and Memories by Artist/Photographer Quoc Tran,
Annand Gallery
Quoc’s images go to the heart of his passion for that moment that marks the
memory.
GATHERING– Artist: Barbara Furbush, Melissa Pickford, Noro Partido,
and Pamela Takigawa, Boyer Gallery
“Without intending to, we’ve somehow rubbed off on each other. At the
basis of our artistic connection is the gift of friendship.”
Big Sur Charter School – Go with the Flow, Small Halls
Big Sur Charter School is a Coastal Stewardship based environment. Their
goal is to educate their students to be kind and good caretakers of our Earth.
Read more about our exhibits here: http://pgartcenter.org/Exhibits.html
Art classes for children, youth, and adults! See Art Center website for
details.

Left:
Linda
Waddell
Prairie
Garden

Left,
Below:
Quoc
Tran

Crystal

Above: Jennifer Colby
Around Midnight

Right:

Pamela
Takigawa
Bird Girl
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In Our Own Backyard--Part 56
Fond farewell to two political icons
Saying thanks to iconic retiring public servants is
a great way to celebrate Thanksgiving. If it
seems I’m creating two imaginary awards,
you’re right. They’re gobblety-gulp unique.
First, the Friend of Puppy Dogs Award
is for state Senator Bill Monning, shown
here with this doggie at the SPCA. Bill’s gentle, kindyet-firm approach to
public service reflects
how he treated everyone and everything
with honor and grace.
Second, the
Hottest Hat Award is
for retiring County
of Monterey District
4 Supervisor, Jane
Parker, seen here in
the Pink Pussyhat
she wore in dignified
loving support of
women and girls back
in 2017.
Both retiring
political figures exemplify how elected
public servants could,
should and can serve by Bill Monning has won
practicing belief in the “Friend of Puppy Dogs
worth and dignity and of
Award”
all living things.
for senate service
Thank you!
Will Wendy ever
wear Jane’s hat? Time

Supervisor Jane

Parker wins “Hottest Hat Award”
Will it fit Wendy?

will tell. As Wendy Root Askew becomes the new District 4 Supervisor, she shares this message (given here
in excerpt form):

Wendy says thanks
We Did It!
It has been my absolute honor to campaign
these past two years in Seaside, Marina,
South Salinas, East Garrison, Del Rey Oaks,
CSUMB, and Sand City and to hear about the
issues impacting you and your families.
With 33,129 District 4 votes counted, I am
honored to have earned your vote to serve
as the next Monterey County Supervisor for
District 4.
My heart is full today--with gratitude for our
amazing campaign team. . . Thank you for
believing in our campaign and believing in
me.
Canvassing door-to-door in the Primary,
I heard from families who want action on
affordable housing and a compassionate
response to homelessness.
I listened to seniors who are frustrated about
sitting in traffic as they traveled growing
distances to their work.
I heard from young people who want to know
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that our plans for economic development
include living wage jobs and career paths.
Keeping our community safe during the
General election meant spending hours on
the phone, talking and texting with voters
who want a safe economic recovery that
protects public health while getting people
back to work, access to healthcare for all,
and a renewed commitment to treating
everyone in our community with dignity
and respect.
As a fourth-generation Monterey County
resident, raising my own young family
here, my local roots run deep. I care
passionately about our community and
know that there are so many others who
share my love and passion for our County
and our future. We may not always agree, but
we must continue to work together, honestly
and respectfully, to uplift our shared values
of fairness and equity for all.
I want to congratulate my General Election
opponent, Steve McShane, on a hard-fought
campaign . . I look forward to continuing to
work in partnership with Steve to serve our
shared South Salinas constituents, to advance
compassionate solutions for the unhoused and
housing insecure members of our community,
and to ensure a safe and responsible recovery
from COVID-19.
. . . I’ve never been so proud to call Monterey
County my home and never been so grateful
to see so many neighbors fighting for shared
values. . . Onward!
Wendy Root Askew
Monterey County Supervisor-Elect, District 4

Community Thanksgiving Feast review
Highlights about the annual community Thanksgiving meal include:
The Kiwanis Club of Monterey, Food Bank for
Monterey County and City of Monterey Recreation
Division offer a drive-thru and walk-up Community
Thanksgiving Dinner on Wed., Nov. 25. Masks are
required.
Each meal will have turkey, yams, stuffing
mashed, potatoes and gravy, corn and green beans,
salad and pie.
Reservations are required, as are face masks for
everyone picking up Thanksgiving meals.
Date: Wed., Nov 25. Time: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. (by
appointment/reservation only--every half hour)
Location: Dennis the Menace parking lot, 777
Pearl St., Monterey. Details and reservations: montereyrecreation@monterey.org or 831-646-3866 .
Shelter opening and home-share program updates
The early-November opening date of the Casa de
Noche Buena shelter for homeless families with children has been delayed, but appears to still be a “go.”
I don’t yet have particulars, but did drive by last
week and saw an open door, cans of paint, unlocked
chain link fence and several trucks at 1292 Olympia
Ave., Seaside.
An interesting online “Roommate Mingler,”
co-sponsored by Housing Resource Center (HRC) and
Home Match of Monterey County—a Covia Community Service, was held online last week, but information
about it is still available for individuals struggling to
find affordable housing; Included are those who are
letting go of regular maintenance because it’s too much
to do themselves; people who feel stressed by the high
cost of maintaining their homes or apartments; or those
would like to have money for things other than all
income going for housing. Home sharing might be the
answer.

For specific details, please contact: Doris Beckman (Home Match) dbeckman@covia.org;
Alexa Johnson (HRC) alexajohnson@alexaj@
hrcmc.org
or try the link https://www.facebook.com/
events/460764134907628/ .
May the muse be with you and your holidays be
gobble-gobble good.
###
Credits: Photo Bill Monning courtesy of SPCA.
Photo Jane Parker and Wendy Root Askew courtesy of
Jane Parker. Haiku poems by Wanda Sue Parrott
About this Column: “Homeless in Paradise” is
a free public service self-funded and produced by the
author. During the Covid-19 pandemic, this column
appears regularly on the last week of each month in the
Cedar Street Times at www.cedarstreettimes.com (and
as periodic FLASH columns).
It also appears on Facebook, in Nextdoor and on
private email lists. If interested in being added to the
list, submit your request to the contact info below.)
Copyright 2020 by Wanda Sue Parrott
Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at 831-899-5887,
amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com

Poetry challenge: A political senryu
quartet (cousin to haiku)
3 lines

5 syllables

7 syllables

5 syllables

No punctuation or capitals
are americans

who believe the prez is god
emotionally ill

other people feel

a bombastic egotist
is not fit to serve
in all honesty

could the two opposing sides
be both right though wrong
if this is our new

revolutionary war

democracy thrives
May the muse be with you
Wanda Sue Parrott
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What Does God Say About Thankgiving?
The Bible is a beautiful tapestry, with
many threads woven through it, one of
those threads being our need to understand
how praise leads us to thankfulness and the
Christian life.
“Only in acts of worship and praise
can a person learn to believe in the goodness and the greatness of God. God wants
us to praise Him, not because He needs
or craves, in any sense, our flattery. But
because He knows that praise creates joy
and thankfulness.” CS Lewis
So, our praise expressed leads us
to experience His joy and arouses our
thankfulness for all He is doing. He
created everything and has a plan that
culminates with our becoming members
of His eternal family. There is nothing in
this life that compares and no one more
worthy of our praise and thankfulness.
We are His children, and His desire is for
us to freely choose to become part of His
eternal family.
Merriam-Webster defines “thankful”
as: “1) conscious of benefit received 2)
expressive of thanks.” So, thankfulness
is not only a conscious acknowledgment
of a benefit received, but it is one of appreciation. We could just acknowledge
the receipt of a benefit without expressing
gratefulness, and we have all experienced
an ungrateful response for some benefit we
have provided. Let’s take a look at what
God tells us about our thankfulness:
There is no end to God’s mercy, Ps
136:1, “O give thanks unto the Lord; for he
is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.”
God offers us an abundant life, which
is the result of loving Him and living in
alignment with the way He designed this
world, Jn 10:10, “The thief cometh not,
but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy:
I am come that they might have life, and
that they might have it more abundantly.”
His eternal gift warrants our thankfulness,
Heb 12:28, “Wherefore we receiving a
kingdom which cannot be moved, let us
have grace, whereby we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly fear:”
1 Thes 5:18, “In every thing give
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you.” When we are
thankful for what He is doing, we have
chosen God and the eternal future He is
offering. Our thankfulness flows out of
our belief in God, and our choice to believe
saves us, Rom 10:9, “That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved.” God wants us to be thankful
because He is doing everything necessary
to give us the choice of salvation and providing the option of an eternal future of
ever-increasing joy. He knows our praise
and thankfulness are part of the process of
attaining it. It means we have gratefully
accepted the benefit of the eternal life He
is offering. What is the benefit of a gift
we refuse to accept?
When we genuinely believe in eternity, as compared to this short life, our
thankfulness pours out, Ps 107:1, “O give
thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his
mercy endureth for ever.” Is God asking
us to give thanks for everything, even the
pain we suffer in this world? Why? Eph
5:20, “Giving thanks always for all things
unto God and the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ;” Apparently, His mercy
comes from His being good and everything
that happens is part of the plan He chose
to create His eternal family. If we do not
learn to appreciate the fact that everything
He created works together for good, Rom
8:28, “And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to
his purpose” we might start blaming God
for the bad things, Jam 1:17, “Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from above,
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and cometh down from the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning.”
God never changes, and He only gives
us good gifts. When we praise Him and
are thankful for everything, we begin to
open our minds to the fact that we know
so little of God’s plan, it is impossible for
us to properly judge Him. When we are
thankful for all things, we learn that the
bad things that happen are the result of the
actions of those of us who have chosen to
reject God’s offer and are fighting against
His plan. Rejecting God’s offer leads to
frustration, and the futile lashing out that
surely follows. Our loving response to
those lashing out just might lead them to
reason with God, thus saving their souls.
In this life, we will all experience hatred
and envy from those who are denying God
and expressing their separation from Him
in various negative ways. We cannot let
those negative experiences lead us away
from God and His goodness. He asks us
to return good for evil, Matt 5:44-45, “But
I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good to them that
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye
may be the children of your Father which
is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise
on the evil and on the good, and sendeth
rain on the just and on the unjust.” for the
benefit of those who continue to reject
Him.
When we begin to think we are smarter than God and try to judge God based on
what we see in this world, our vision of an
omnipotent God diminishes as we allow
the light of His glory to be obscured by the
darkness of our foolish hearts. Who could
honestly question an all-powerful God
they believed in? Rom 1:21, “Because
that, when they knew God, they glorified
him not as God, neither were thankful;
but became vain in their imaginations,
and their foolish heart was darkened.”
During these moments of disobedience
and/or doubt, we need to remember God
can use the evil in this world to produce
the good He has planned, Gen 50:20, “But
as for you, ye thought evil against me;
but God meant it unto good, to bring to
pass, as it is this day, to save much people
alive.” Should we not be thankful for His
gift? Eph 2:8, “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God:”
2 Cor 9:15, “Thanks be unto God for
his unspeakable gift.” We can be thankful
for the gift of eternity He has promised
us, Ps 30:12, “To the end that my glory
may sing praise to thee, and not be silent.
O Lord my God, I will give thanks unto
thee for ever.” When we are thankful, we
might show it by singing and dancing, Ps
95:2, “Let us come before his presence
with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise
unto him with psalms.” and 2 Sam 6:14,
“And David danced before the Lord with
all his might; and David was girded with
a linen ephod.” Living with a feeling of
joy and thankfulness sustains us when
we are suffering and/or when the things
we do in this life become tedious. Only
God deserves our praise, Ps 100:1-5,
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye
lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come

before his presence with singing. Know ye
that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath
made us, and not we ourselves; we are his
people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter
into his gates with thanksgiving, and into
his courts with praise: be thankful unto
him, and bless his name. For the Lord is
good; his mercy is everlasting; and his
truth endureth to all generations.” for only
God can provide the mercy that brings us
eternal life, no one else is capable.
We can also be thankful for all of the
incredible things He has already done,
starting with His creating everything out of
nothing, Is 12:4-5, “And in that day shall
ye say, Praise the Lord, call upon his name,
declare his doings among the people, make
mention that his name is exalted. Sing unto
the Lord; for he hath done excellent things:
this is known in all the earth.” We might
not understand all He has done. However,
we can easily see no one else could have
done it, Phil 4:6-7, Be careful for nothing;
but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known unto God. And the peace
of God, which passeth all understanding,
shall keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus.”
Ps 23:1-6, “The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down
in green pastures: he leadeth me beside
the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou
preparest a table before me in the presence
of mine enemies: thou anointest my head
with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord for ever.” This is His
eternal promise, and if we are not thankful
for it, we will not experience it. It is our
praise and thankfulness, which leads us to

the fruit of the Spirit. Living the fruit of
the Spirit is an expression of our love for
Him and His nature.
2 Cor 9:6, “But this I say, He which
soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly;
and he which soweth bountifully shall reap
also bountifully.” Scarcity breeds fear and
the feeling of lacking, while abundance
comes from the feeling of plenty. So, it
is with God, if we think we lack, we will
doubt God; however, if we feel we lack
nothing we need, we will be thankful to
God for His abundance, Phil 4:19, “But my
God shall supply all your need according
to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
Those who are trying to get us to believe
in a world of scarcity are only carrying
the devil’s message in an attempt to lead
us away from God. God tells us how we
can know who is willingly carrying the
devil’s message, 2 Tim 3:2, “For men shall
be lovers of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient
to parents, unthankful, unholy,” to warn
us and to protect us from them. We can
ignore their message and praise our Lord,
2 Cor 9:11, “Being enriched in every
thing to all bountifulness, which causeth
through us thanksgiving to God.” bringing
us closer to Him, and His bountifulness.
Ps 145:11-13, “They shall speak of the
glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power; To make known to the sons of men his
mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of
his kingdom. Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth
throughout all generations.” Come, let us
praise our God, the creator of all things,
the only one worthy of our worship, Rev
4:11, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive
glory and honour and power: for thou hast
created all things, and for thy pleasure they
are and were created.” This is the real
Thanksgiving message!
God has placed us in unique places
throughout this world. This blog is about
sharing His Word; please share it with
those who you believe would be blessed
by hearing it. Bless you! If you would
like to receive the weekly blog, email us
at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.

Chamber to Hold Prop 19 Info Session
With Attorney Kyle Krasa
The Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce will hold an information session
and presentation on recently passed Proposition 19, approved by California voters.
Prop 19 enacted various changes to

the California constitution, including the
tax reassessment of inherited, non-occupied second homes and changed various
rules related to tax assessment transfers.
Kyle Krasa is an experienced attorney
and estate planner practicing in Pacific
Grove. The session will be held via Zoom
on Thursday, December 3rd , 2020 at
2:00p.m. with links to the meeting to be
published on the Chamber’s events calendar online. For more information, contact
the Chamber at (831) 373-3304 or visit
www.pacificgrove.org.

