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LIBRARY EVENTS
10:00am Tuesday:

Lego
Champ
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LIve Zoom Preschool Stories (Ages 2-5)

3:30pm Wednesday:

Recorded Crafternoon! video (Ages 4-14)

11:00am Thursday:

Recorded Baby Rhyme video
(Ages Birth-2)

Second Tuesday of the month
is
Music by MaryLee at 11:00am

Please visit https://www.
pacificgrovelibrary.org/calendar for
details.
•

Foragers Festival
Page 16

Brad Herzog Takes
A Detour in 2020
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Pacific Grove’s

Gingerbread House Display
Lobby of Spanish Bay
Opens Dec. 1
•

MUSEUM EVENTS
Thursday, Dec. 3
A Closer Look, 11 a.m. — Join us
on YouTube as we take an in-depth look
at our Guess What Wednesday item.

Thursday, Dec. 10

Create with Us: Upcycled Holidays, 11 a.m. — Everyday should be
Earth Day and the holidays should be no
exception. Tune in on YouTube to make
eco-friendly gifts and wrapping.
Saturday, Dec. 12
Junior Naturalist Mushroom Walk,
10 a.m.-noon — Join us as Monterey
Peninsula Regional Parks District representative Joseph Narvaez guides Junior
Naturalist members on a mushroom
walk and reveals the hidden world of local fungi. Come learn about the important role these organisms play in our local
ecosystems and where to find them. To
RSVP and receive details, please contact
the Museum’s Community Science and
Outreach Coordinator Jaclyn Schneider
at schneider@pgmuseum.org or join
the club.
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First Responders on
Ocean View Blvd.
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Sex Crime or Hate
Crime – the Verdict is
In at Assault Trial
By Gary Baley

On Tuesday December 8, 2020, over two years after hate
crime charges were filed, a Monterey County Superior Court jury
found a newly-married white couple Noah Boewer and wife Tricia
not guilty of any hate crime against Dirrick Williams formerly of
Pacific Grove, who is black, thereby dashing hopes that such a
conviction might support Mr. Williams’ separate civil rights lawsuit
filed against the Boewers on July 1, 2020 but has yet to go to court.
After the trial Mr. Williams had no comment about the verdict
when questioned by this reporter. On the other hand, Tricia Boewer
said she was relieved that the jury found her not guilty of a hate
crime even though she admitted calling Mr. Williams “nigger.” She
said she regretted saying it, but it was in the heat of the moment after
being sexually assaulted and she wanted to hurt Mr. Williams for

Upcoming seasonal events
cancelled due to State
stay-at-home order
The list of canceled events
includes:
Pacific Grove Veterans Day
Ceremony
Big Sur International Half
Marathon and Lighthouse 3K/5K
Pacific Grove Holiday Tree
Lighting Ceremony
The Holiday Parade of Lights
Stillwell’s Holiday in the Park
Arthritis Foundation Jingle Bell
Run

Inside

The Big Picture............................. Dark
Book Review...................................... 7
Carmel Valley Report................... Dark
Cartoon.............................................. 2
Commentary................................ Dark
Estate Planning............................. Dark
From the Trenches.......................... 70≠
Homeless in Paradise....................... 19
Legal Notices..................................... 9
Opinion .......................................... 11
People................................................ 3
Poetry.......................................... Dark
Police Logs......................................... 8
Puzzle................................................ 6
Random Thoughts............................... 4
Real Estate.......................................... 3
Reasoning with God........................... 5
PG Sports......................................... 13

Last week we were returning home on Ocean View Blvd,
when we saw a man lying beside the road on the ocean side.
A group of about 7 or 8 people was standing around him.
We hung a U-Turn and went back, furiously dialing 9-1-1 on
each of our cell phones. Some quirk of Wi-fi and Bluetooth
wouldn’t put us through, so we called the front desk of the
police department and began to tell Kyle what was going
on and where we were. The closest we could come was the
street address of one of the houses on the other side of the
road -- no intersection close enough to be what we thought
would be useful to a first responder.
Just as we were about to give up, sirens blared and an
ambulance, closely followed by a Pacific Grove fire engine,
roared up to the scene. Someone in the group of onlookers
must have gotten through earlier.
We left so as not to interfere.
In the next City newsletter came an answer to our dilemma: A suggestion to use turnouts as signposts. A small
map is provided.

Dirick Williams, Center, with a group of supporters
grabbing her butt. Noah Boewer could not be questioned after trial
as he was being held in custody of the San Benito County Sheriff
for domestic violence and DUI. The Boewers are now separated.
The Boewers could have faced up to 3 years in state prison if
convicted of all charges as hate crimes; however, both Noah and
Tricia Boewer were found guilty of much lesser charges which
could result in several months in county jail at most. Noah was
found guilty of assault likely to cause great bodily harm and Tricia
guilty of simple battery. Sentencing is scheduled for January 6, 2021.
California law allows a hate crime enhancement to any crime
that is motivated by hatred of a person’s ethnicity, religion, ancestry, nationality, gender, or membership in various groups. Crimes
ranging from defacing property to murder can become hate crimes.
Hate crime allegations garner a lot of public attention, and this
case was no exception. The Monterey County Weekly leapt on this
cause celebre and published a highly prejudicial story in July 2020
about the case accusing the Boewers of following Williams out of
the Monterey Lanes and beating him up—which is an exaggeration. If the paper had done even the most cursory investigation,
they would have to conclude that just the opposite occurred. If
SEE VERDICT Page 8
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Joan Skillman

Skillshots

PG
Winner of the 2010

Year Award
Restaurant of the

T he Fine st Go u r m e t Pi z z a
WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE

Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust
Must present current coupon to get
discount. Not combinable with other offers
EXPIRES 01/11/21

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111

1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)
Mon-Thu 4-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 11-10pm • Sun 12-9:30pm

1095

www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

$

PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE
Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING
and below Holman Hwy.
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents.

Week Ending Wednesday, December 9, 2020
Inches, as of 8 AM, 12/09/20:.....
0.0"
Total since July 1, 2020:.............
0.78"
Rain total one year ago to date:.
5.76"
Previous Year Total--July 2019 through June 2020:..... 22"

PG RAIN GAUGE

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
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Distribution Manager: Charbel Samaha
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Joy Colangelo • Bruce Cowan • Scott Dick
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Patrick Ryan • Katie Shain • Peter Silzer
Bob Silverman • Charbel Samaha • Joan Skillman • Rudolph Tenenbaum
All contents copyright 2020 unless otherwise noted.

831.324.4742 Phone
editor@cedarstreettimes.com
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PG Museum’s Science
Saturday zooms in on
Monarchs

Followed by craft and costume contest
Even though the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History was forced to close
once again following a surge in confirmed
COVID-19 cases in Monterey County, the
fun and learning continues!
The popular downtown museum
launched its innovative Museum to You
digital programming on March 28. It
proved to be a resourceful digital solution
to help entertain and enlighten the community during the pandemic. The program
set out to provide an interactive museum

experience with virtual programs such as
“Bug Out With Bree!” “Create With Us,”
“Exploring the Coast With Hannah” and
other interactive programming hosted by
museum staff and educators. The program
links can be accessed here.
Here’s what’s coming up next:
Saturday, Dec. 12
Junior Naturalist Mushroom Walk, 10
a.m.-noon — Join us as Monterey Peninsula Regional Parks District representative
Joseph Narvaez guides Junior Naturalist
members on a mushroom walk and reveals
the hidden world of local fungi. Come
learn about the important role these organisms play in our local ecosystems and
where to find them. To RSVP and receive
details, please contact the Museum’s
Community Science and Outreach Coordinator Jaclyn Schneider at schneider@
pgmuseum.org or join the club.
For more information visit www.
pgmuseum.org.
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Free SPCA Pet Food Bank Events
SPCA & Seaside High School

SPCA Monterey County is focused on keeping pets in their homes with their
families during this difficult time. Since the pandemic started, the SPCA has given out
over 70,000 lbs of free pet food. In a normal year, we generally give out around 5,000
lbs in the entire year. The need is great, and continues to grow.
The SPCA offers free pet food every Wednesday and Saturday from 9 to 11 am
at the SPCA.
We are also offering a free SPCA Pet Food Bank event at the Seaside High School
Student Parking Lot on Friday, December 11, from 2 to 3 pm. Seaside High School is
located at 2200 Noche Buena St, Seaside. Please enter Seaside High School from Noche
Buena Street. At the stop sign turn left and then take an immediate right and follow the
signs to the event at the Student Parking Lot.
All food is first come, first served, and completely free thanks to our donors. The
event is open to all pet owners in Monterey County. Learn more at www.spcamc.org/
pfb or www.spcamc.org/comida in Spanish.
If you need any type of pet food, please come to have at least two weeks of food
safely loaded into your vehicle by SPCA team members.
To Receive Free Pet Food:
• Friday, 12/11, 2 to 3 pm at the Seaside High School Student Parking Lot
• Every Wednesday and Saturday from 9 to 11 am at the SPCA
• Please visit www.SPCAmc.org/pfb or www.SPCAmc.org/comida for more information
To Help Others:
• Please keep our shelves full to help those in need. Have food delivered from your
favorite pet food company to 1002 Monterey-Salinas Highway, Salinas CA 93908
• Shop on our Amazon Wish List, www.SPCAmc.org/amazon
• Donate online at www.SPCAmc.org/give-pfb
We gratefully accept any brand, any size, and food for any type of pet. Our Pet
Food Bank is free to anyone in need, all thanks to you. With your help, we can keep
pets with their families when they are needed most. You can truly make a difference
for pets who need your help.
The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) Monterey County
is your nonprofit, independent, donor-supported humane society that has been serving
the animals and people of Monterey County since 1905. The SPCA is not a chapter
of any other agency and does not have a parent organization. They shelter homeless,
neglected and abused pets and livestock, and provide humane education and countless
other services to the community. They are the local agency you call to investigate animal
cruelty, rescue and rehabilitate injured wildlife, and aid domestic animals in distress.
Online at www.SPCAmc.org.
Facebook: /SPCAmc
Instagram: @SPCAmc
Twitter: @SPCAmc

Dec. 2, 2020 City Council Actions

• Declared the results of the November 3, 2020 General Election.
• City Clerk administered Oaths of Office to reelected Mayor Peake, Councilmember
Smith and newly elected Councilmembers Coletti and Poduri.
• Presented outgoing Council Members Garfield and Huitt with Certificates of Appreciation.
• Approved the minutes of the November 18, 2020 City Council Regular Meeting.
• Received the Mayor’s regional meetings report.
• Approved the proposed schedule of City Council Meetings for 2021 through 2022.
• Approved appointments to various boards and endorsed liaisons.
• Received minutes from the ED, HRC and Museum Board.
• Received the report of emergency directives/modifications, discussed circumstances
needing emergency response, and ratified the 2021 Advisory Board Committee dates
and times.
• Held first reading and introduced an ordinance to add Chapter 2.60 to the Pacific
Grove Municipal Code relating to electronic and paperless filing of Fair Political
Practices Commission Campaign Disclosure Statements, and directed a summary
of the measure be published as approved by the City Attorney.
• Directed Councilmember McAdams designate and coordinate a non-Brown Act
working group to propose the possible scope, purpose, powers and charge for an
Equity & Empowerment Task Force to be formed by the Council within 120 days.
Councilmember McAdams and the working group is to seek input and assistance
from the City Manager, staff and City Attorney.
• Continued the remaining items 12B, 13A, 13B, and the Closed Session Meeting
to Wednesday, December 9, 2020 at 6:00PM with the Closed Session meeting to
follow the Regular Meeting.

Library Holds Pick Up.

Mary Weyant, Youth Services Librarian at Pacific Grove Public Library, advises
that they are now offering Holds Pick Up on Mondays from 3:00pm-6:00pm and
Wednesdays from 10:00am-1:00pm at the 550 Central Avenue location.

Max’s Helping Paws Joins
Monterey County Gives

The hundreds of pets treated, the families we’ve helped, the second chances we’ve given, YOU have made all of this possible. It is with
hearts full of gratitude for you that we wish you the very best holiday this
year. The work we do could not be done without you, and we are grateful!
You are what allows us to change a pet’s fate each and every day. Often pets are in danger of surrender or economic euthanasia, and your support is how we can give so many
second chances to pets in a health crisis. It’s how we have weathered the storm this year.
Thank you for considering making a donation to Max’s Helping Paws through Monterey County Gives
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There But for Grace Go I . . .
I have been fortunate in my adult
life.I had a job I loved in San Francisco…In the advertising world women
were on the same footing as men. We
worked together and were, more often
than not friends after work After my
first marriage I went back to work but
in fifty years I also was heavily involved
in volunteering for non-profits, primarily
animals and/or the theatrer. For fifteen
years I have been writing this column
and in between played weekly bridge,
monthly book club and movies. Rotary
was a huge part of my life and until I
was physically unable I participated in
every activity that came along. I loved
being busy and with people. Probably
the most satisfying were my years working (and volunteering) for SPCA AFRP,
and PACREP THEATRE. Managing a
benefit shop was never in my bucket
list of things to do. Perhaps it was my
DNA without any awareness. Mother
had been a volunteer for as long as I can
remember. Her last tasks were helping
at MPVS and assisting on the board of
the Lyceum, In New York she was a grey
lady at Bellevue in the children’s ward.
When the war broke out after our move
to Tucson, she was with AWVS (American Women Volunteer Services) where
she dragged me along with her driver,
a tough retired Army Sargeant, to pick

Jane Roland

Random Thoughts

up scrap metal. She loved jumble sales
and bargain basements and was drawn to
volunteer at the store in Seaside.
I had worked in advertising,
written for local newspapers (in Florida), been the Executive Director of the
Lyceum and was heavily involved in the
arts and the SPCA. In Miami our little
high church Episcopalian community
always had a rummage sale, I suggested
a store take its place, it did and we made
ten times the amount we had in the once
a year affair. When I moved back to
the Monterey Peninsula, I was always
involved in rummage sales for non-profits and our churches. I found that these
activities created a community where
people who did not know one another
became friends. When Lucy Reno, an
SPCA board member who served with
me on the board of the Auxiliary, suggested I become the first paid manager
of their benefit shop in Pacific Grove, I
had reservations, but I took it on and was
still at it for thirty three years , first the
animals then the theatre.
One of the first people to
volunteer early on was Grace Bemis,

whom I had known previously. She
started shortly after we opened and
when I moved so did she. She was a
feisty, game, hard working woman. On
the first day of April she would come
in and announce that she was quitting.
She never tired of the joke and I never
wearied of being amused. Joe Young,
another worker and one of the best people I have known, would refer to Grace
as the “dumpster diver” as she would
go through Good Will buckets and haul
out items that she might be able to use.
Through thick and thin she would appear
in her ancient car with, first, Ursula I and
then Ursula II, (Russian Wolfhounds)
ensconced in the back seat. Early on she
had two cats, Calvin and Hobbs, both
Manx whom she adored. When they
died and then the first dog, she was devastated, but she went on and soon, adopted another. Grace was not young, yet
she came to work on time several times
a week. Her body started giving out;
she fell a couple of times but would not
let me assist. Bloodied but unbowed, she
appeared, week after week, year after
year. One day she wasn’t there. I called

and she told me that she wasn’t feeling
too well, but that she would be back.
She tried a couple of times, but simply
couldn’t. At that point she was approaching 90 years old. Ursula 11 was
also failing, her body eaten with cancer,
but, somehow, and mostly pro-bono,
Dr. Bill Cleary kept the dog alive and
going, until there was nothing left to
go. Ursula died; Grace went to bed, her
body and heart too broken to fight. My
friends, Phillips and Shirley Wylly, were
her neighbors and did all they were able
to maintain the little lady. They visited
and brought her food; however, soon
Grace did not recognize them. Shirley
came in to tell me that Grace had left us
to ramble in the pastures of heaven with
her beloved pets. She left behind a seven
year old Manx kitty named Uno who
was adopted by the Wyllys to go with
their six or seven kitties.
Over these years I have met many
wonderful people, volunteers, customers
and donors. Many have become close
. They made going to work a pleasure.
Since that phase of life has ended it is
sad for both John and me. We were
accustomed to being active and made
every effort to give as much as we
received. I stay in touch with many of
my friends at the shop but as days pass
so do relationships. I will never forget
any of them and value those who have
remained close. We are all encouraged
to stay at home, facing a possible total
lockdown. Don’t be depressed. Think
of little children, students and those
who are alone. God bless you all. Jane
Roland 649-0657 gcr770@aol.com
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What Does God Say About Our Dilemma?
The Bible is a beautiful tapestry, with
many threads woven through it, one of
those threads being the truth about our
perceived dilemma.
Merriam-Webster defines a dilemma
as: “a usually undesirable or unpleasant
choice.” So, a dilemma only gives us two
bad choices to pick from.
Some of us see the choice God calls
us to make as a dilemma. A dilemma of
our own making. Our pride creates this
dilemma and keeps us from God, Ps
10:4, “The wicked, through the pride of
his countenance, will not seek after God:
God is not in all his thoughts.” When we
swallow our pride and leave room for the
possibility of God’s existence, we are led
to reason with Him, Is 1:18, “Come now,
and let us reason together, saith the Lord:
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.” Reasoning will eventually lead us to accept Jesus
as our Savior, signaling the beginning of
our transition away from willfully sinning,
Heb 10:26, “For if we sin wilfully after
that we have received the knowledge of
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice
for sins,” Willfully remaining in our sins is
evidence we have not truly accepted Jesus
as our Savior, Matt 7:21, “Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven.” Accepting Jesus as our Lord and
Savior does not mean we are immediately
made perfect. Instead, it is the beginning
of the process God calls sanctification,
2 Thes 2:13, “But we are bound to give
thanks alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath
from the beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth:” Since we are unable
to reach perfection on our own, Jesus will
complete the sanctification process at our
resurrection, 1 Cor 15:52, “In a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed.”
God is creating His eternal family, and
He is looking for volunteers. These volunteers will be healed and live for eternity
as part of His family, Matt 13:15, “For this
people’s heart is waxed gross, and their
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they
have closed; lest at any time they should
see with their eyes and hear with their ears,
and should understand with their heart,
and should be converted, and I should heal
them.” Willfully remaining in our sins will
automatically disqualify us as volunteers
since it proves we do not yet love God.
We have this life to reason with God and
learn what it means to be a volunteer, thus
changing our dilemma into the choice He
is offering. The choice is this life only or
this life and eternity with God.
Understanding sin might help. God
has offered us a way that leads to His peace
and joy, Jn 14:27, “Peace I leave with you,
my peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” God’s
peace comes from our living the fruit of
the Spirit, Gal 5:22-23, “But the fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law.”
When we are living this way, we no longer
need laws. Living any other way leads
us away from God and can be defined
as sinning. So, God’s volunteers will be
willing to live the fruit of the Spirit for all
eternity. We will choose this because we
love Him and each other.
When we know God’s true nature,
we can accept His help in overcoming our
selfishness. Accepting Jesus as our Savior
leads us to selflessness, and our dilemma
changes back into the choice God offered
initially. This can only happen with God’s
help, Gal 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ

Bill Cohen

Reasoning
With God
liveth in me: and the life which I now live
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself for
me.” It is the realization that Jesus loves
us enough to die for us, which frees us
from the chains of our dilemma. The same
freedom we used in the Garden of Eden
to allow sin into our lives can lead to our
conversion from slaves of sin to children of
God, Rom 8:1, “There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit.” This means we live in the
flesh, but after the Spirit, we put God and
His righteousness first, Matt 6:33, “But
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.”
God created us and knows we are lost
without Him, Ps 103:8, 14, “The Lord is
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
plenteous in mercy. For he knoweth our
frame; he remembereth that we are dust.”
So, He sent Jesus, in the form of a man, to
show us how to deal with the sins of this
world. He wants us to understand that
the pain and suffering of this world are a
small price to pay for the creation of His
eternal family, 1 Pet 5:10, “But the God
of all grace, who hath called us unto his
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye
have suffered a while, make you perfect,
stablish, strengthen, settle you.” and Rom
8:18, “For I reckon that the sufferings
of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us.” His plan provides a way
for us to escape to eternity. To access His
plan, we must believe in Him and accept
the fact that we need to be patient enough
to allow His timing to work out, Rom
8:28, “And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to
his purpose.” We can’t walk away from
Him every time something bad happens.
In Matthew, God uses divorce to
explain how the hardening of our hearts
leads us away from His Word and toward
the creating of our own laws, Matt 19:7-8,
“They say unto him, Why did Moses then
command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? He saith unto
them, Moses because of the hardness
of your hearts suffered you to put away
your wives: but from the beginning it
was not so.” He uses Mark to tell us the
many laws we have created are not from
Him, Mk 7:7-9, “Howbeit in vain do they
worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men. For laying aside
the commandment of God, ye hold the
tradition of men, as the washing of pots
and cups: and many other such like things
ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye
reject the commandment of God, that ye
may keep your own tradition.” He further
explains this problem in Matthew 5, in the
“you have heard it said” verses.
God wants us to understand we can
avoid the pain and sorrows caused by our
own selfish choices, which result from
ignoring His Word. Divorce is just one
example of the dilemma we have created;
it causes pain and sorrow for everyone involved, the divorcing couple, the children,
the parents, and the friends who love them.

It is particularly sad because it is avoidable. God tells us to treat marriage as a
joining of flesh, Gen 2:24, “Therefore shall
a man leave his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be
one flesh” one flesh that should not be separated, 1 Cor 12:21, “And the eye cannot
say unto the hand, I have no need of thee:
nor again the head to the feet, I have no
need of you.” When we understand this,
we learn to live together, and the option of
divorce is no longer needed. This is how
all of God’s principles work. We must first
believe He loves us, so we can learn His
advice is for our benefit and it changes our
lives, 1 Jn 4:19, “We love him, because he
first loved us.” and Jn 14:15, “If ye love
me, keep my commandments.” and Jn
14:21, “He that hath my commandments,
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me:
and he that loveth me shall be loved my
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.” Eventually, we learn
to love our spouse, allowing the waves of
selflessness to dissolve away the conflicts
that lead to divorce, Jn 22:39, “And the
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself.”
We can create all kinds of excuses
for not reasoning with His Word, for not
believing in Him. Some say the works of
the religious have driven them away from
Christ. Jesus had the same problem with
the religious leaders of His day. Allowing
others’ evil to keep us from reasoning with
His Truth; is only an excuse. And, all of

our excuses are merely hollow attempts
to somehow justify our willful ignorance,
Eph 4:17-18, “This I say therefore, and
testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk
not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity
of their mind, Having the understanding
darkened, being alienated from the life of
God through the ignorance that is in them,
because of the blindness of their heart:”
Our ignorance will not save us on the day
of judgment, Jn 12:48, “He that rejecteth
me, and receiveth not my words, hath one
that judgeth him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the
last day” we will have already sentenced
ourselves to this life only, giving up the
eternal life He invites us to enjoy.
God already knows what will happen
when we come to His Word with an open
mind, a questioning mind. Honestly reasoning with His Word, lifts the veil of our
ignorance, and frees us to see the truth for
what it is, rather than the lies some people
tell us it is, Jn 8:31-32, “Then said Jesus
to those Jews which believed on him, If
ye continue in my word, then are ye my
disciples indeed; And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
We will be free from the dilemma we seek
to avoid and can finally make the correct
decision. If we just read five pages a day,
we will finish the Bible in a year. The year
will pass, whether we read those five pages
or not. However, if we do read them, we
will come to know the truth, and it will set
us free, Jn 8:32, “And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
We can see the choice God has given
us as a dilemma, or we can reason with
our Creator and begin the transformation
process, which leads us to His eternal
family, Rom 12:2, “And be not conformed
to this world: but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect, will of God.”
God has placed us in unique places
throughout this world. This blog is about
sharing His Word; please share it with
those who you believe would be blessed
by hearing it. Bless you! If you would
like to receive the weekly blog, email us
at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.
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Peter Silzer

Crossword Puzzle

“Some Say So”
Enjoy this and other puzzles on FB #petespuzzles or check out
Across
1
French legislative body
6
Really softly, in music
9
Part of an archipelago
13 Arizona city known for its red
rocks
14 Eastern
16 Question that leaves room for
doubt (3 wds)
17 Camera parts that should be
removed before shots (2 wds)
18 Sondheim’s singable spin on
Shakespeare (3 wds)
20 Sonorant sleep sound
21 U.N. org. related to flying, abbr.
22 Author Umberto
25 Santa __ winds
26 Something to shoot for or at
27 Some party hair styles
29 Shakespeare’s Sicilian stage
play (With “The”) (2 wds)
31 Writer’s counterpart
35 Gauchos’ ropes
36 “Snopes” site scenario (2 wds)
40 SF slugger
41 Song syllables
42 Famous “You’ve Got Mail” co.
45 Famous TV show for satire
46 Shows on TV
47 New England seafood
49 How culture is cultivated. . .and
a hint to the ends of 18-, 29-, and
36-across (2 wds)
53 Something sweet from the Beatles’ “White Album”? (2 wds)
55 Stumper
56 Least experienced
57 Imposes, as a tax
58 Something to do
59 Some versions of Windows
60 “Children, Go Where __ __
Thee”: traditional spiritual (2 wds)

Down
1
Younger of the Williams sisters
of tennis
2
Holder of over 1000 patents
3
Cosa __ (crime syndicate)
4
Licorice spice
5
French actor Jacques
6
Misleading term for a skunk
7
Special offer for select customers
8
Spotted steed
9
Price hike: Abbr.
10 Spent the night, as a hotel (2
wds)
11 Swimmer’s unit
12 Golfer Ernie from S. Africa
13 Spreads seeds
15 Paul Anka’s song “__ Beso”
19 Soprano singer Celine
23 Sugary soda
24 Sugars (suffix)
26 Type of Scout
27 Played for a sap
28 School support grp.
29 Departed
30 AP bio. subject
31 Toupees, to some
32 Activist Brockovich
33 Some edible snails
34 A tribe of Israel
37 Snobbish sort
38 Small upstairs living spaces
39 Singing Snow Queen in “Frozen”
42 Still in the service
43 Start of something
44 Showed up on the horizon
46 Like Swiss mountains
47 Some trig shapes
48 Genetic strands
50 Stink
51 “Atlas Shrugged” author Rand
52 Sandwich shop
53 NBA player stat.
54 __ pro nobis (Pray for us)

Joy Colangelo

From the Trenches
Lost little lambs
I just published a book called “When You Are Lost” (available everywhere but
you know, shop Bookworks) and it’s about being lost in the woods. It’s known that
there is a certain personality that dictates survival and that personality is not about
who gets lost, it’s about who gets found (spoiler alert: it’s not the Rambo type - they
very often perish within the first 72 hours). You see, like every problem, those that do
well under pressure are those that can mitigate risk, remain calm and stay focused.
The problem at hand is not the obvious, which most people think is finding food or
finding water. I’ll let you read the book to find out what the two essential criteria are
because the point I’m making is that, no matter the problem, we usually focus on the
wrong solutions. We miss the point.
If you think our problem within the police department is about the fella with the
supremacists’ stickers on his truck and his Parler account sniffling and snorting out
bigoted remarks, you aren’t understanding the risks. The problem is the other cops - the
team that knew what those stickers meant and did nothing. The cops that didn’t protect
us from him but played at an investigation only to bring him back into their fold. Not
one stood up in any public way and if they stood up to their captain, she didn’t support
their bravery. He’s not the risk. They are. It tells us that the system protects bigots and
if he doesn’t scare you enough, they should. They are supposed to serve and protect
and be the standard for morals and justice. And they got lost.
Want to know another pet peeve of mine about cops? They are one profession
that has very strict physical requirements and standards to be hired. They don’t have
extensive educational requirements (high school or GED will do it) and they don’t have
to be bilingual or even necessarily have computer skills. They don’t have a psychiatric
evaluation and they aren’t tested on their abilities to remain apartisan (hence the bumper
stickers so carefully placed on their beloved truck). They do have to be able to do 24
pushups in 1 minute, 31 sit ups in 1 minute, run 300 meter in under 70 seconds and
run 1.5 miles in 13 minutes and 35 seconds. That’s all well and good but here’s the
kicker. They have weight requirements. Males at 5’8” can’t be over 169 (for every
inch over, add 5 pounds). Females at 5’ must not be higher than 124 pounds (add 4
pounds for every inch over that). This is required because in order to maintain your
safety, their professional standard states they must have agility, quick reaction times
and fitness. You can see where the emphasis is in the requirements - not on a moral
standard test; not on a liberal arts education and not a marksmanship score. They are
saying the riskiest deficit for a cop is their lack of physical fitness. So take a look at
our team of cops and tell me - are they fit? It’s not my criterium, it’s theirs. If they
aren’t staying within the perimeters slated as the most important for admission into
service, what else slips? To get in the force, they can’t be on medications; have to
have normal blood pressure, normal eyesight and hearing and to quote directly from
their fitness test, “you must be more than fit, more than strong, more than willing.
You must be ready to perform as though lives depend on it.” That’s who they are
supposed to be. Again, not my criterium. It’s theirs.
Here’s another arena where we are missing the mark. The PG school system
has new Chromebooks. Lots of them. That’s good news since students and teachers
were thrust into on-line learning, making computer ownership a necessity. But guess
where those computers are? They are in a storage room. Why? Because the IT staff
reported this past Spring that school will be open before September. It’s December
and despite a few voices asking why the computers can’t be released, even if just to
our most at risk students who don’t have parents with computers they can use, they
remain in storage. The old computers that students have aren’t able to update, thus
some students can run all the programs and others can’t. Is that just? No. Do we have
to spend money to make it just? No. What do we have to do? Unlock the doors to the
storage unit. The main feature of school is that it’s 100% on-line and we don’t give the
kids the computers. Again, it’s like the cops and those lost in the woods -- they are
focusing on the wrong problems and in doing so, they will never find the appropriate
solutions. They are failing. They are lost in the woods curling up to die as if they have
no choices. Even with the obvious staring them in the face. Lost, lost, lost.

Chamber of Commerce Will Not Offer
Bus Service for AT&T Pro Am

The Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce is actively planning alternative programming and business support initiatives for the 2021 AT&T Pro Am, which will
take place without fan attendance or major transport operations in Pebble Beach from
Monday, February 8 to Sunday, February 14, 2021. For 16 years the Chamber has
transported thousands of tournament attendees from downtown Pacific Grove to the
event and back. The Chamber is exploring ways to promote Pacific Grove to locals,
players and tournament staff in lieu of traditional fan-oriented promotions. For more
information on Chamber marketing initiatives, contact the Chamber at (831) 373-3304
or visit www.pacificgrove.or
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PGs Brad Herzog has Taken a Detour for 2020
Acclaimed author Brad Herzog, whose accounts of
traveling in the United States have entertained thousands,
took a detour in 2020 as he put it, to “chronicle 2020 in
real time, not in hindsight.: In his words:
“2020
New Hope is somewhere, but I don’t see the signs.
The map tells me it’s an unincorporated community
along this stretch of Route 5 in southern Virginia, but it
looks to be little more than a couple of gas pumps and a
country store. Unmarked. Blink and you miss it. I’m only
30 miles into a 3,400-mile journey, and already my roadmap is shrugging. Summer is
waning as I make my way westward. Autumn will soon arrive—reluctantly, I assume,
with a deep breath and a hard swallow, like a bearer of bad tidings preparing to face
an angry crowd.
This is 2020, after all.
Already it has muscled its way onto everyone’s list of one of the most god-awful
years in American history. The worst global health crisis since 1918. More Americans
out of work than in the Great Depression. Unimaginable wildfires scorching the West
and creating hellish skyscapes across the country. Social unrest echoing the chaos and
cultural confrontations of 1968, and civil discourse in shambles. A government so cruel
and incompetent that it separates children from their parents at the border and loses
track of mom and dad. A nation so polarized that fears of a new civil war have moved
from hyperbole to the realm of possibility.
We’ve all talked about it, so much so that the notion has become cliché long before
the year is even over. The memes proliferate: Doc from Back to the Future warns Marty,
“Whatever you do, don’t go to 2020.” A knight, armored head to toe, still receives an
arrow through his eye slit. A question: If 2020 were a drink, what would it be? Answer:
Colonoscopy prep.
The peripheral news has started to seem absurdly apocalyptic, almost sardonic:

Following an afternoon of angst, a long backtrack toward civilization, and a hefty
bill, we were back on our way. But before we could complete our drive through North
Dakota, the “check engine” light came on, and every time I would coast to a stop the
damn thing would cough and surge and gasp and go silent. It has been happening ever
since. By now, mechanics in four states have tried to diagnose the problem. A new throttle
connector. No, a burned-out spark plug and wire. Uh-uh, it obviously needs a new idle
air control valve. And each time, the RV seems fine for a day—until it isn’t. I’ve forked
over fourteen hundred bucks, and still the same problem: Stop. Surge. Sputter. Stall.
And I have more than three thousand miles ahead of me.
Thus, a love-hate relationship with my little COVID-cautious bubble on wheels,
which allows me the luxury of exploration but adds yet another layer of stress to my
world. I figure this enigmatic vehicle deserves a name. “Rocinante” would have been
perfect. Like my camper, Don Quixote’s horse was an old nag past its prime, aspiring
to legendary feats but overmatched. Unfortunately, John Steinbeck borrowed the name
for his travels exactly 60 years ago. So I seek a sobriquet that captures the Zeitgeist
of this rotten year—the confusion, the exasperation, the crises exacerbated by a petty
president’s tweeted id, and the sense that the nation’s pilot has fallen asleep at the wheel.
My choice is obvious. I’ll call it Covfefe. One man’s gibberish is another man’s
deliverance.
If you’re hoping for a dispassionate assessment of America, hitch a ride with
someone else. This drive will be fueled by too much unleaded gas and no shortage of
opinions, few of them likely to be seen through a rose-colored windshield. After all,
you can’t drive cross-country in neutral.
And everywhere I go, mile by mile, town by town, I’ll be trying to answer much
the same question: How the hell did we get here?

Death Valley Soars to 130 Degrees, Potentially Earth’s Highest Temperature
Intensifying Hurricanes are Helping Invasive Species Spread Across the U.S.
Texas Governor Issues Disaster Declaration Over Brain-Eating Amoeba
When we hear about murder hornets in Washington
or zombie cicadas in West Virginia or giant Saharan dust
storms or sun-blotting plagues of locusts in Kenya or gangs
of monkeys taking over the streets of Thailand, the default
response these days is a shake of the head, a wry chuckle,
and simply “That’s so 2020.” I watch a football game. The
announcer discusses injuries: “Everyone’s hurt. It’s 2020,
for crying out loud.” And even when we can perceive some
positives—say, an electorate motivated to vote as never before—we wake up the next morning to a headline like this:
Day

Asteroid Heading Our Way Right Before Election

Amid these converging calamities, we’re doing our
best to greet each day with resolve and make the most of
a forced paradigm shift. But we’re weary and wary, tired
of most every decision requiring existential considerations and fearful of what might
happen next. We’re discombobulated, divorced from our routine, missing our families
and friends, shaken by the loss of control over our lives. Meanwhile, an aspiring autocrat
in a MAGA hat abdicates leadership, amplifying COVID denials while cases surge. Signs as postcards on a 2020 detour
He brazenly games the electoral system in advance of the most important election in
modern U.S. history, as he prepares to gaslight victory and won’t promise a peaceful
transfer of power if the results don’t satisfy him. As he dismantles democracy in plain
sight, the sense of impending doom that has hovered over a huge swath of the population
for years now has seemed to peak.
Hopefully.
We are at an American inflection point. We all feel it. So I’m taking a drive.
My goal is to chronicle this unprecedented moment—this “season of darkness,”
as Joe Biden described it—amid this unfathomable year. Not 2020 in hindsight, but in
real time. Not from a lonely writing room, but through an expedition into the heart of
America and its conflicts, its history, its tragic deviations. By the time this is documented,
the nation may have tipped toward one direction or the other. Or its future may still
hang in the balance. But this particular moment requires recording—one mile marker
at a time—if only to assess where we are.
This is a spontaneous undertaking, primarily motivated by the simple fact that I
have to get home and by the appeal of turning an obligatory journey into a meandering
exploration. As the song goes, I’m going to California with an aching in my heart. After
In 2020, millions of Americans anticipated the most important
spending the summer with my family in Wisconsin, I dropped off my son in Williamspresidential election in generations against a backdrop of converging
burg, Virginia, where he and three friends randomly landed after a summer-long house
search. They’ve opted for a COVID pause from campus life, among the millions worldcalamities: the worst health crisis in a century, the highest unemwide whose best-laid plans have been crumpled and tossed. I don’t know when I’ll see
ployment rate since the Depression, countless small businesses on
my firstborn again. It is ironic, I suppose, that he finds himself just a few blocks from
the brink of demise, historic racial confrontation, cities and forests
the living history museum of Colonial Williamsburg—in fact, sharing the property with
th
a professional blacksmith who trudges to an 18 -century armory every day in period
ablaze, and an autocrat in the Oval Office who only aggravated a
costume. As I make my way home to California, my son will be immersing himself in
nation’s deep divisions.
a nation’s beginnings, while I’ll be exploring its possible demise.
Democracy seemed to hang in the balance. America had reached an
We had momentum, of course. We had elected the first Black president. It looked
inflection point. So acclaimed travel author Brad Herzog decided it
certain that the first woman would follow him into the Oval Office, a development
well past due. The economy had fully recovered from a monumental recession. We
was time to take a drive, coast to coast. His goal: Immerse himself in
were addressing climate change through an international accord and were en route to
the moment. Chronicle 2020—not in hindsight, but in real time.
making green energy an economic opportunity. It seemed like we were continuing the
DETOUR takes the reader to Jamestown and Appomattox, Hazard
progressive climb toward enlightenment in America. Our path was clear, our engine
sound, and the road seemed to rise to meet us.
and Dodge City, Metropolis and Roswell, the Little House on the
And then the momentum stopped. Sputtered. Died.
Prairie and the Grand Canyon. Each stop allows examination of an
So it turns out that I’m driving a metaphor home. To make our way safely out to
American wrong turn—entrenched and emboldened racism, xenothe Midwest, my family had borrowed a little camper from a generous friend back
in our hometown. “Take it for the summer,” she said, while she sheltered in place.
phobia, conspiracism, science denial, uncivil discourse, toxic mascuThe RV had accrued some 145,000 miles over the years, but a pre-trip inspection had
linity, misplaced idolatry, malignant leadership. With wit and insight,
given us the greenlight. And it was all green lights—until the alternator conked out in
Herzog takes us on an expedition into the heart of a nation and its
eastern Montana, in a place so middle-of-nowhere that the closest reference point was
the location of the Battle of Little Bighorn.
tragic deviations. Sometimes a beautiful drive isn’t pretty.
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Health Officer Stay at Home Order in Monterey County
To preserve critical hospital bed capacity and to protect the health and safety of
residents, the County of Monterey Health Officer is announcing that the County of
Monterey will proactively implement the State Regional Stay At Home Order.
The Order will take effect at 10 p.m. on Sunday, December 13, 2020 and continue until 6 a.m. on Monday, January 11, 2021.You can read the order at https://
www.co.monterey.ca.us/home/showpublisheddocument?id=98430.
To preserve critical hospital bed capacity and to protect the health and safety of
residents, the County of Monterey Health Officer is announcing that the County of
Monterey will proactively implement the State Regional Stay At Home Order.
The Order will take effect at 10 p.m. on Sunday, December 13, 2020 and
continue until 6 a.m. on Monday, January 11, 2021. The Order takes precedence
over any local rules or regulations.
The State Regional Stay At Home Order issued December 3, 2020 creates five
regions in the state and requires additional restrictions if a region’s intensive care
unit (ICU) bed availability drops below 15 percent. Monterey County is in the Bay
Area Region, which has not yet reached the 15 percent threshold. However, local data
indicate the healthcare system in our county is seeing a scarcity of both general acute
bed and ICU bed capacity. In addition the ability of health care workers to attend to
the sheer number of hospitalizations has suffered.
While the state provides daily metrics of the ICU capacity in each region, the
regional metrics do not adequately reflect the current situation at our local hospitals
nor the strain on health care workers caring for our most critically ill patients.
Information about what additional restrictions are in place for counties under the
Regional Stay Home order is available on the California COVID-19 website https://
covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-essential-needs/
The State Regional Stay At Home Order issued December 3, 2020 creates five
regions in the state and requires additional restrictions if a region’s intensive care
unit (ICU) bed availability drops below 15 percent. Monterey County is in the Bay
Area Region, which has not yet reached the 15 percent threshold. However, local data
indicate the healthcare system in our county is seeing a scarcity of both general acute
bed and ICU bed capacity. In addition the ability of health care workers to attend to
the sheer number of hospitalizations has suffered.
While the state provides daily metrics of the ICU capacity in each region, the
regional metrics do not adequately reflect the current situation at our local hospitals
nor the strain on health care workers caring for our most critically ill patients.
Information about what additional restrictions are in place for counties under the
Regional Stay Home order is available on the California COVID-19 website https://
covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-essential-needs/
We asked Cdr. Rory Lakind of Pacific Grove Police Department if officers would
be patrolling strictly for this reason, in effect “hiding in the bushes at Lucky” hoping
for violators.
No, he said. The police department always aims to educate first and then, if there’s
no compliance, to cite.
Until further notice, restaurants with outdoor dining will be allowed to continue

to seat customers outdoors. Retail operations will only allow customers inside up to
their individual capacity. Examples include Bookmark on Forest, where they have gone
so far as to offer curbside pickup of items ordered either online or in person. Union
Bank on Lighthouse keeps their door locked and only opens it for customers when
the number inside goes down. They also ask that people wear masks and watch social
distancing outside in line.
u

Supervisor Mary Adams Announces
State Regional Stay At Home Order
Greetings, Everyone~
“To preserve critical hospital bed capacity and to protect the health and safety of
residents, the County of Monterey Health Officer announced that the County of Monterey will proactively implement the State Regional Stay At Home Order.” This action
was unanimously supported by the Board of Supervisors.
The Order will take effect at 10 p.m. on Sunday, December 13, 2020 and continue
until 6 a.m. on Monday, January 11, 2021.
The State Regional Stay At Home Order issued December 3, 2020 creates five
regions in the state and requires additional restrictions if a region’s intensive care unit
(ICU) bed availability drops below 15 percent. Monterey County is in the Bay Area
Region, which has not yet reached the 15 percent threshold. However, local data indicate
the healthcare system in our county is seeing a scarcity of both general acute bed and
ICU bed capacity. In addition the ability of health care workers to attend to the sheer
number of hospitalizations has suffered.
While the state provides daily metrics of the ICU capacity in each region, the regional metrics do not adequately reflect the current situation at our local hospitals nor
the strain on health care workers caring for our most critically ill patients.
Information about what additional restrictions are in place for counties under the
Regional Stay Home order is available on the California COVID-19 website https://
covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-essential-needs/
I know it is challenging to have to again limit our social interactions. I can not
thank you enough for the sacrifices you will make to slow the spread of COVID-19 in
Monterey County. It is critical we take this step to release some of the pressure on our
health care system so they can continue to provide care to our communities.
Best,
Mary.
Mary L. Adams, Supervisor
Fifth District, County of Monterey

PVERDICT From Page 1
anything, it was 6’4” 200lb Williams who followed the Bowers out and easily whipped the smaller man 5’9” 150lb Noah Boewer. Williams, a former police officer in the Air
Force, testified that he has had both martial arts and hand‑ to‑ hand combat training.
During the Boewers’ arraignment, Mr. Williams, a graduate of Pacific Grove High School, a life coach, podcaster, author, minister, and board member of The Village Project, was supported in court by a phalanx from the community led by Regina Mason, Seaside activist, Village Project co-founder, and unsuccessful candidate for Seaside City
Council in 2020. All other supporters were white and did not know Mr. Williams except for Marge Ann Jameson, editor of the Cedar Street Times newspaper who published a
column called “Principal Living” by Williams. That column later became the basis of Williams’ first book of the same name published in 2010 by Xulon Press.
After the Boewers’ arraignment, Cedar Street Times published a story about the case based on interviews of Williams, the Boewers, and a prosecution witness from the
bowling alley (Nov 23-29 “Sex Crime or Hate Crime, or Both? Attack on CST Columnist Escalates to Serious Charges”). In that story Williams claimed Tricia Boewer said
“What are you doing here nigger?” after he passed the Boewers outside the bowling alley, then a fight between her husband and Mr. Williams ensued.
Competing narratives.
Two competing narratives were presented at trial about what happened that Friday evening at the Monterey Lanes. These narratives echo the CST story headline—Sex
Crime or Hate Crime?
Deputy District Attorney Danielle Van Damme presented the prosecution’s case. Attorney Jan Lindberg represented Noah Boewer and public defender Jigar Patel for Tricia
Boewer.
Van Damme alleged Williams was attacked because he was black. Williams testified that after he passed Tricia Boewer before the fight began, she yelled at him “You better
nigger” and “Don’t look at me nigger. What are you looking at?” Williams saw Noah Boewer advance a couple steps and taunt him to fight. Williams turned and walked back
because “I was curious”. When he got close, Noah threw a punch which Williams blocked and countered with punches of his own forcing Boewer backwards. At some point
5’3” Tricia Boewer jumped on him, but he testified he easily used her momentum to shrug her off. However, that distraction allowed Noah Boewer to land a punch which broke
Williams’ left‑ facial bones in seven places. Monterey police officers Sabino and Perez arrived almost immediately as the fight ended and interviewed everyone.
Ms. Van Damme asked Mr. Williams why didn’t you walk away? He answered “Because I didn’t have to walk away. My mother named me Dirrick, not ‘nigger.’” My father
walked away. My grandfather walked away. I don’t have to walk away.” Defense attorney Patel, a man of color himself, said “Not everything is about race.” He was offended
that Williams would be grandstanding about his family and try to use the abhorrent racial history of the country to justify Williams’ own bad behavior.
Van Damme called Joseph Alhadi who turned out to be a very bad witness for the prosecution. He claimed to have seen everything—even how the fight started. But that
contradicted both Williams’ and Boewers’ testimony and was impossible. He became hostile on the stand and at one point lowered his head as if in prayer and shouted at the
floor over and over and over in a deep threatening voice “Tricia Boewer 3 to 5 times and Noah Boewer 5 to 10 times” referring to how many times he heard each person call
Williams “nigger.” It was as if he’d been programmed to say it. It spooked everyone. No other witness could support his account. A break in the proceedings was called and
Alhadi was led away by DA investigator Gutierrez. Alhadi’s former girlfriend, who was with him at the Lanes, testified later, but could not confirm his testimony.
Lindberg pointed out that the Boewers were not looking for a fight; both were dressed casually in flip-flops and tank tops and Tricia was wearing short shorts. She also
pointed out that saying things as a product of anger doesn’t make a hate crime retroactively.
The Boewers claim that as Williams passed them, he dragged his hand across Tricia Boewer’s butt, and she yelled to alert her husband. Williams, about 40 feet away, turned
around, made lewd gestures with his face and tongue and asked “Do you want some?” challenging Noah to fight. Noah replied “I do,” then Williams charged at them with
fists raised and threw the first of several punches that forced Noah backwards where he eventually fell into some bushes with Williams atop him. At some point Tricia tried to
separate the men but Williams threw her to the ground. She then called 911.
Patel pressed Williams as to why he never told officer Sabino or officer Perez that night he was called “nigger.” Patel presented Sabino’s body‑ cam audio to refresh Williams’ memory. It confirmed Williams saying that after he passed the Boewers he looked back and heard Tricia Boewer say “Yeah motherf***er, turn around and walk away.”
And when Sabino asked Williams directly “What did he [Noah] call you?” Williams replied “Motherf***er, that seems to be their term.” Sabino testified that Williams never
mentioned being called “nigger.”
Deputy DA Van Damme and investigator Gutierrez had the same problem when they interviewed Williams in January 2014. They repeatedly tried to coax Williams to say
a racial slur was used. Gutierrez once even said “I’m not trying to put words in your mouth,” but the words finally came out. Williams claimed he told Sabino he was called
“nigger.” However, the body-cam and Sabino’s testimony refuted that at trial.
In her closing argument, Deputy DA Van Damme told the jury “You have to decide which story to believe.”
It was a choice between the story of a sex crime or the story of a hate crime?
The jury of three men and nine women found no hate crime.
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Pacific Grove Police Department Pacific Grove Police Department

Police Report

Legal Notices
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20202167
The following person is doing business as MICHAEL HARVEY TRUCKING, 16092 Balfour Lane, Salinas,
Monterey County, California 93908; MICHAEL ALLEN HARVEY JR., 16092 Balfour Lane, Salinas, CA
93909. This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on 11/24/20. Registrant commenced to transact business under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on 10/19/20. Signed, Michael A. Harvey,
Jr., President. This business is conducted by a corporation. Publication dates: 12/4, 12/11, 12/18, 12/25
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File Number 20202220
The following person is doing business as: IMPACT MARKETING PRO, 1136 Presidio Blvd, Pacific Grove,
93950, Monterey County, CA. Brian Clay Dadiw, 1136 Presidio Blvd., Pacific Grove, CA 93950. This statement was filed with the County Clerk of Monterey County on December 3, 2020. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name or names listed above on December 1, 2020. Signed, Brian
Clay Dadiw, Founder. This business is conducted by an individual.. Publication dates: 12/11, 12/18, 12/25,

Police Report

11/29/2020
• Annoying phone calls ¥ arkwright Juvenile receiving threats and harrasing phone
calls from potential suspect.
• Shoplifting forest av pg2001364
• Tresspassing admonishment issued for suspect ripping down mask signs
• Trespass admon forest av Subject was admonished for trespassing
11/30/2020
• Towed vehicle Forest Av Vehicle towed for blocking a driveway.
• Accident tc-h&r-private prop-drivable /lighthouse av Vehicle collided with city
property.
• Testing vic delete Pine av pg0090070
• Bentley st CPS cross report
• Accident tc-h&r-public prop-drivable / lighthouse av Hit and run.
• Viol of probation Oceanview Av Suspect Signorella, Kyle 03/02/74 Subject arrested
for warrants, evading police, and several other violations.
• Found property (info) Divisadero st pc2000317 Subject came into the lobby with
a bag of unknown substances. The property was taken and properly disposed of.
• Accident private prop-drivable / Central Av Hit and run collision. Unknown suspect.
• Booked Signorella, Kyle, Robert
03/02/74
• Disord conduct:alcohol Country Club Gate Suspect Maslanka, William 10/31/48
Transient arrested for public intox, vop, trespassing. Tsp to cj Booked Maslanka,
William, Charles
10/31/48
12/1/2020
• 0523 Case case unfounded pg2001374 Rp reported theft. Determined to be civil.
• Drive w/o license Forest Lodge Sanchez, Arturo
09/02/70
Vehicle stop determined the drvier was unlicensed. Cited and released.
Viol of probation Funston av pg2001375
• Released 849 Dispatched to a noise complaint. Subject determined to be on probation.
Arrested for Violation of probation.
12/2/2020
• Abandoned vehicle Forest Lodge Rd Abandoned vehicle towed.
• Theft Lobos Av Portable generator was taken from vehicle.
• Trespass:occ prop w/ Forest Av pg2001378
Subject was cited for tresspassing at safeway market.
1518 Case 22651(o) vc expired reg Morse DrVehicle towed due to expired registration
• Possess cntl sub cean view bl pg2001380
Suspect Silva, Latoma 10/26/76
Subject arrested for possession of drugs and probation violation.
Booked Silva, Latoma, Justin
10/26/76
12/3/2020
• Found property Congress Two framed pictures left in rp’s yard. Owner of pictures
listed in report. Not home at the time pictures given to pd.
12/4/2020
• Grand theft Lighthouse Av Theft of a storage box
• Attempted fraud Pacific Av Attempted fraud
• Vandalism:deface pro Cedar st pg2001383 Vandalism to car
• Lighthouse av pg2001384 Dbf- subject on home hospice under doctors care
12/5/2020
• Case unfounded Report of an assault on a person. Allegation unfounded
• Assault Congress Av Subject cited and released for assault
• Ransford Av pg2001387
• Towed vehicle Clark Ln Towed vehicle.

Sexual Abuse of Juvenile
Case Sentencing
Announcement

In August 2019, the Pacific Grove Police Department received a sexual abuse
report of a juvenile. The acts were reprehensible and the investigation disturbing,
but Detective Hawkins worked hard to pursue justice for the victim and prevent the
suspect, Eric Bloomer, from harming another child. The investigation took hundreds
of hours and revealed Bloomer had previously been convicted of child molestation
in 1995, 2007, and 2008 outside of Monterey County. Detective Hawkins spoke with
previous victims who bravely agreed to testify against him. On November 16, 2020,
all of the hard investigative work came to fruition and a jury found Bloomer guilty
of 11 felony counts of sexual abuse. On January 8, 2021, Bloomer will receive his
sentence, a minimum of 175 years-to-life. We know this won’t change what this young
survivor went through, but we hope it will bring closure to a terrible situation knowing
he will be behind bars for the rest of his life and unable to harm anyone again. The
courage of the survivor for coming forward, as well as the others that testified, is to
be commended.

Practice

Social

Distancing
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Lego Challenge Winner: Thanksgiving Feast

November Lego Challenge Winner! Vincent and his sister Mackenzie
Money were the winners for November’s Lego Thanksgiving Feast Chal-

lenge! A new challenge is offered every month. See City of Pacific
Grove’s Virtual Recreation and Library Services website https://www.
cityofpacificgrove.org/virtual-recreation-and-library

Peter Silzer

Crossword Puzzle

Enjoy this and other puzzles on FB #petespuzzles or check out
www.drpetescrosswords.com Puzzle on Page 6

PGPD’s New Elfficer
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Your Letters

Opinion

Cop has a right to his opinions
Editor:

As far as the PG Cop and his political opinions , I believe we still have free speech
here.
Eric Benton
Pacific Grove

Thanks to City for helping climate
change solutions
Editor:

I would like to thank the City of Pacific Grove for continuing to work towards
solutions to problems contributing to climate change and environmental pollution.
By continuing to plan for the approved electric vehicle charging stations and the
water refill station at Lovers Point, the City has shown its commitment to promoting
green solutions. Installing EV charging stations offers incentives and support for
the community to make the change to clean and renewable energy sources from carbon-emitting transportation. Installing water refill stations supports the change to
reusable bottles from the single-use plastic variety that trash our coastline as well as
offering a valuable service to the community.
The pandemic has created many hardships and challenges for everyone, but the
perils of climate change continue to build and need immediate response. While $12K
may seem like a large expenditure, this amount would have far less impact if divided
among other needs than the good realized by investing in refill stations. The funds
that are used for these projects are not only an investment in Pacific Grove now, they
are an investment in future generations. Sustainable Pacific Grove and many environmentally-minded community members have lobbied for both of these projects and
are relieved that they remain a priority. Thank you again, Pacific Grove, for your
attention, action, and support in fulfilling the will of the community.
Colleen Ingram
Sustainable Pacific Grove
www.montereycountygives.com/sustain

Trader Joe’s employees amazing
First Responders
Editor:

Yesterday my husband was at Trader Joe’s on Forest Avenue shopping. He had just
left the store and gotten into his vehicle. A soon to be new PG resident lost control of
her vehicle and ended up practically on top of his car.
I want to make a public statement of GRATITUDE to the entire staff at the Trader
Joe’s – they were truly amazing. Staff members checked on both vehicle operators
to offered assistance, they brought out water for the drivers and eventually the towtruck drivers, called the police, set-up a barricade with red TJ shopping carts, created
an alternative traffic flow and directed traffic… well-above the call of duty. When I
arrived there from my office, I was overwhelmed by the personal care and attention they
provided. What an outstanding demonstration of community and teamwork.
Moira LaMountain
Pacfic Grove
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Scott Dick, Monterey County
Association of Realtors

Market Matters

2021 National Housing Market Forecast and Predictions: Back to
Normal
Source: realtor.com
In 2020, the seasonal pattern for home sales and other metrics was thrown out of
whack by the timing of the coronavirus arrival as well as the shelter-at-home orders
and other measures that were rolled out to arrest the spread of the virus. These measures were implemented just before what’s normally the best time of year for sellers
to list a home for sale, and housing inventory never fully made up the gap as buyers
returned in earnest before sellers. This uneven return of buyers and sellers created a
housing market frenzy that pushed the number of sales to decade highs while time
on market dropped to new lows. This trend persisted well into the fall, a time when
normal seasonal trends typically favor home buyers over sellers, thus buyers hoping
for the usual break in 2020 were likely disappointed.
• Going into 2021, expect home sales to slow from those frenzied levels which
represented housing demand as well as make-up buying for a spring season many
buyers missed out on plus a sense of urgency brought on by record low mortgage
rates.
• Expect home sales in 2021 to come in 7.0% above 2020 levels, following a more
normal seasonal trend and building momentum through the spring and sustaining
the pace in the second half of the year..
• Expect price gains to ease somewhat in 2021 and end 5.7% above 2020 levels,
decelerating steadily through the spring and summer, and then gradually reaccelerating toward the end of the year.
• There were an insufficient number of homes for sale going into 2020 in large part
due to an estimated shortfall of nearly 4 million newly constructed homes.
• Expect to see an improvement in the pace of inventory declines starting just before
the end of 2020 that will continue into Spring 2021.
• Older millennials will be trade-up buyers with many having owned their first homes
long enough to see substantial equity gains, while the larger, younger segment of
the generation age into key years for first-time homebuying.
• The housing market in 2021 will be much more hospitable for buyers as an increased
number of existing sellers and ramp up in new construction restore some bargaining
power for buyers, especially in the second half of the year.

Kiwanis Club Launches Santa Toy Collection Project
The Pacific Grove Kiwanis Club has launched a toy donation drive to
provide new gifts to families in need this holiday season. Donations
can be dropped off at the following locations in Pacific Grove:
Pacific Grove Fire Station – 600 Pine Avenue
First Awakenings – 125 Ocean View Blvd., Suite #105
Grand Avenue Flooring – 314 Grand Avenue
Pacific Grove Cleaners – 222 Grand Avenue
Pacific Grove Travel - 593 Lighthouse Avenue
Paul’s Drapery - 160 18th Street
For more information or to nominate a family in need please visit their
website at kiwanispg.org or call Sherry Sands at 831-372-4421

Renowned local bird artist
hosts Zoom presentation,
watercolor lesson
Even though the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History was forced
to close once again following a surge in confirmed COVID-19 cases in
Monterey County, the fun and learning continues!
The popular downtown museum launched its innovative Museum to
You digital programming on March 28. It proved to be a resourceful digital
solution to help entertain and enlighten the community during the pandemic. The program set out to provide an interactive museum experience with
virtual programs such as “Bug Out With Bree!” “Create With Us,” “Exploring the Coast With Hannah” and other interactive programming hosted
by museum staff and educators. The program links can be accessed vi the
Museum’s website.
Here’s what’s coming up next:
Saturday, Dec. 12
Junior Naturalist Mushroom Walk, 10 a.m.-noon — Join us as Monterey Peninsula Regional Parks District representative Joseph Narvaez guides
Junior Naturalist members on a mushroom walk and reveals the hidden
world of local fungi. Come learn about the important role these organisms
play in our local ecosystems and where to find them. To RSVP and receive
details, please contact the Museum’s Community Science and Outreach Coordinator Jaclyn Schneider at schneider@pgmuseum.org or join the club.
For more information visit www.pgmuseum.org.
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Your Letters

Opinion

“Jim Jones Trump”
Editor:

Donald Trump is a loser like David Perdue.
Tr u m p ’s v o t e r s a r e r u b e s a n d c r a z y f o o l s .
What are you afraid of, racist Republicans?

W h e r e d i d t h o s e f a s c i s t Tr u m p f l a g s g o ?
Don’t you want to die for Mad King Trump?
Drink the Kool-Aid of Orange Jim Jones!
Start a 2nd civil war and see how it goes?
You already lost! The President-elect is Joe.
And with Kamala as Biden’s Vice President,
And two GOP Georgia Senate seats in play,
By January 20th, GOP control is going away!
M o s c o w M i t c h M c C o n n e l l i s g o i n g t o c r y,
While the Trump Crime Family endlessly lies.
Don Jr. is high on cocaine, don’t you know?

Princess Ivanka will get her own TV show.
Trump’s 3rd wife Melania will get a divorce.
S o Tr u m p n e e d s m o r e l a w y e r s o f c o u r s e .
For frivolous lawsuits and paying porn stars.
To buy photos of Eric maskless at a gay bar.
And get ready for Trump Tower in Moscow,
Since the traitor needs a new residence now.
Jake Pickering
Arcata
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Brian “Woodie Wood

Sports

PG will shine tonight! (with the help of Holiday Lights)

It has been an unusual 2020 for all of us, but especially for our local students. Seniors in the Class of 2021
at Pacific Grove High School are missing out many of
the traditional events associated with their last year. No
homecoming dance, no Breaker Spirit days in person,
no sports, or clubs. Several hours a day on Zoom with
limited outside contact among the students. In their 2020
Children’s Mental Health Report, the Child Mind Institute
found that more than 2/3 of parents questioned had noticed
a significant decline in their child’s emotional well-being,
behavior, and physical health. However, an intrepid group
of parents of PGHS seniors came together to find out ways
to combat this issue and increase Breakers spirit.
Under the umbrella of the PGHS PTA and its president, Dana Marshall, the senior parent committee, headed
by Deme Jamson developed a plan to provide special
events for the students. Terrise Wood is heading the
Holiday Lights fundraiser. Sets of two 20-foot strings
of lights, one red and one yellow (Breakers colors), are
being sold so that “PG will shine tonight” as the song’s
alma mater goes. 260 sets of 2-strings have been sold to
this point to 140 people. Mrs. Wood stated that there has
been great support from the community and businesses in
Pacific Grove. PG Hardware was instrumental in helping
in the effort by passing on some of the lights at cost. The
lights can be seen throughout PG with two large displays
at the Tin Cannery and Forest Hill Manor. “We hope
that we can sell the remaining 140 sets before Christmas
and that they will remain up through graduation in early
June,” said Terrise. Ms. Jamson shared, “The lights are
a reminder that the students are not forgotten.” If you
are interested in sets of lights you can call or text Terrise
Wood at 831-917-2779 (set of two $25; set of four $45).
Let’s light up PG!

The committee has developed several Breaker Spirit
events for the seniors and will use proceeds of the holiday
lights fundraiser to fund some of them. The seniors were
recently treated to a Drive-in Movie event at the Monterey
Fairgrounds where they were able to watch the recent
Addams Family movie. A second showing is planned
for the future, dependent on social distancing rules in
Monterey County.
Every other week, each senior receives a Door Drop
gift bag delivered by Class of ’21 parents. The bags have
included gifts inscribed with the Class of 21 logo (portable
straw, pens, cards, and a cookie), class stickers, plus an
inspirational quote to let the teens know that they are not
alone, that they are being remembered, and are special. I
have seen the overwhelmingly positive response from the
students when they receive their “goodie bag.”
Taylor Farms and Grove Market have contributed
food items for Snack Attack drive thrus in the PGHS
parking lot. Students drive or walk through the lot where
the receive a meal/snack. Earlier a variety of sandwiches
and snacks were on the menu and the next “Attack” will
be…well that is a secret!
Senior Signs. Soon, signs with pictures of the Seniors
will be popping up in PG in a tradition started with the
Class of 2020. Each senior will receive a sign with their
photo and name to post in front of their home. Additional
signs showing general support for the Class of 2021 and
PGHS will also be available for purchase.
Operation Pen Pal. PGHS Principal Garcia Lito
recently made a video with words of encouragement to
each of the 136 seniors. The presidents of each of the
three upper classes, in turn, wrote similar letters to the
members of the class below them.xxxdidthey?
The Senior Parent Committee has had great support

from PGHS teachers including Larry Haggquist, Katie
Selfridge, and Lauralea Gaona. In addition to Deme and
Terrise, the members of the Senior Parent Committee
include Robin Enochs, Mari Grijalva, Toula Hubbard,
Heidi Hurst, xxx-others?
PG Will Shine Tonight!
PG will shine tonight, PG will shine
PG will shine tonight all down the line
PG will shine tonight, PG will shine
When the sun goes down the moon comes up PG
will shine!
For more information on how to help or contribute,
contact Deme Jamson at demejamson@gmail.com

Shop Locally
Holiday Lights Fundraiser
Let’s LIGHT UP Pacific Grove with red &
gold to support our PGHS Students during
these challenging times!!

suppo

rt

our

PGH S s t
ude n
ts

Purchase red & gold outdoor holiday lights and decorate your home this holiday season with
Breaker Spirit. Demonstrate to our local students that we’ve got their backs. Help keep them
inspired and motivated. We understand that it’s a tough year for all so let’s spread a little joy!

2 Pack - $25.00

4 Pack - $45.00

(1) 21 ft. strand of yellow lights
(1) 24.75 ft. strand of red lights

(2) 21 ft. strand of yellow lights
(2) 24.75 ft. strand of red lights

Plus decorating ideas

Plus decorating ideas

All proceeds will fund initiatives to support the class of 2021 with the following:
• Project pen pal - staying connected with the entire PGHS student body
• Senior drive-in movie nights
• Breaker spirit on senior doorsteps
• Safe, socially distanced activities & events
• Downtown banners honoring our senior class
• Senior yard signs
• Drive through senior snack attack
and anything else the parent planning committee can think of outside the pandemic box!

To place an order use the link below or scan the QR code above with your camera phone.
If you have questions please call Terrise Wood at (831) 917-2779
https://forms.gle/YF8ifoCAn2NAqzxTA
Interested in another way to support the PGHS Class of 2021? Consider donating to our
GoFundMe. Let’s hold them up with hope, inspiration, encouragement & above all Breaker Spirit!
https://gf.me/u/y3scu8
Pacific Grove Unified School District neither endorses nor sponsors the organization or activity represented in this document.

Rainbow Friends
Zoom Meeting

Come join us for our monthly meeting of community
fun and cheer.
Invite your friends!
When: Monday, December 14 at 7 p.m.
Topic: Rainbow Speakers and Friends
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86126881955...
Meeting ID: 861 2688 1955
Passcode: Rainbow
One tap mobile
+16699006833,,86126881955#,,,,,,0#,,4950533#
US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,86126881955#,,,,,,0#,,4950533#
US (Houston)
Dial by your location
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
Meeting ID: 861 2688 1955
Passcode: 4950533
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.
us/u/kb5c5MOQN

Parents Launch
Fundraiser

A team of parents from Pacific Grove High School
will be selling strands of red and gold holiday lights to
raise money to support projects designed to provide safe
school-to-student and student-to-student interconnectivity. The 21-foot strands of lights are offered as
two or four-packs in the school’s iconic red and gold
colors and are available for purchase for $25 or $45,
respectively. The packages come with decorating ideas
and supporters are encouraged to post pictures of the
lights on social media with the hashtag #BreakersLightTheWay. Visit https://forms.gle/YF8ifoCAn2NAqzxTA.
For questions or to join the planning committee, email:
demejamson@gmail.com or call 650-526-8912.
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Hunger and Volunteerism Don’t Take a Break for a Pandemic
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Al Seikert and Friends can still be found at Window on the Bay regardless of the weather but
obeying health orders as they cook and serve
donated food to the hungry. They also offer a
“jumble” of clothes and other soft goods free for

the asking. No forms, no signatures, nothing but
an appetite. It’s completely volunteer-run. You can
just get in line on Sunday mornings and enjoy the
brunch and the companionship.

Photos by Bob Pacelli
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Kiwanis Club Launches
Santa New Toy
Collection Project

The Pacific Grove Kiwanis Club has launched a toy donation drive to provide
new gifts to families in need this holiday season. Donations can be dropped off
at the following locations in Pacific Grove:
Pacific Grove Fire Station – 600 Pine Avenue
First Awakenings – 125 Ocean View Blvd., Suite #105
Grand Avenue Flooring – 314 Grand Avenue
Pacific Grove Cleaners – 222 Grand Avenue
Pacific Grove Travel - 593 Lighthouse Avenue
Paul’s Drapery - 160 18th Street
For more information or to nominate a family in need please visit their website
at kiwanispg.org or call Sherry Sands at 831-372-4421

Community Resilience
Framework Draft seeks
community response
The community resilience framework draft is now available to review online at
www.co.monterey.ca.us/resilience. Please review it if you have not done so already and
take/share the community resilience surveys ASAP; we currently only have 91 responses
and will need more responses to identify any significant patterns! The framework will
be updated as final edits are complete and survey findings will be posted next week on
the resilience webpage. If you have any questions or concerns feel free to reach out.
Thanks and have a wonderful day!
Lubna (Luna) Mohammad
Emergency Services Planner
Monterey County

Keep
socially
distant

Office of Emergency Services
1322 Natividad Road
Salinas, CA 93906
831-796-1923 – Work
818-941-2837 – Cell
MohammadL@co.monterey.ca.us

Times • Page 15

Lunch to-go with a side of literature:

Friends and Meals on Wheels of the
Monterey Peninsula announce a tasty
new partnership
Meals on Wheels of the Monterey
Peninsula has been a valuable member
of the Pacific Grove community, serving nutritious meals at four locations
on the Monterey Peninsula as well as
delivering meals to the homebound. PreCOVID-19, people would meet, make
friends, and eat a lunch that supplied
1/3 of the USDA dietary requirements
for older adults. In March, after the
pandemic hit, congregate dining had to
be suspended. As an essential business,
Meals on Wheels remained open to serve
the many adults who depended on them
and quickly replaced congregate dining
with Lunch To-Go.
Every weekday from 11:15 to noon, 4050 seniors pick up their Lunch To-Go
distributed by MOW at the Sally Griffin
Active Living Center in Pacific Grove.
Soon, a new partnership between the
Friends of the Library and Meals on
Wheels will not only provide a nutritious meal to each individual, but also a
chance to browse through a mobile book
cart for reading material to take home
and enjoy with their meal. Lunch To-Go
meets Lending Library To-Go!
This partnership would not have happened without the efforts of a special
group of people. The Friends lead is
Stephanie Herrick, Board Director and
former Meals on Wheels delivery driver;
book selections are made from donated
books by Friends Treasurer/ Book Sale

lead Judy Wills and Book Sale co-lead
Lori Rolander. Friends Vice President
Linda Pagnella restocks with a smile. A
big round of applause for Diana Godwin, Library Manager, and PG Library
staff for donating the cheerful rolling
cart. A very special thank you to Nikki
Garello, Program Coordinator for the
Sally Griffin Active Living Center and
everyone with Meals on Wheels of the
Monterey Peninsula, for their dedication
and creativity in meeting the needs of
our seniors.
“It is one of the greatest gifts that reading
can give a person— easy access to peace
inside, even when the world outside is in
shambles.” - Anonymous

Keep a smile on your face under
that mask
1. The dumbest thing I ever bought was a 2020 planner.
2. I was so bored I called Jake from State Farm just
to talk to someone. He asked me what I was wearing.
3. 	

2019: Stay away from negative people. 2020: Stay away from positive people.

4.
The world has turned upside down.
Old folks are sneaking out of the house and their kids are yelling at them to stay indoors!
5.
This morning I saw a neighbor talking to her dog. It was obvious she thought
her dog understood her. I came into my house and told my cat. We laughed a lot.
6.
Every few days try your jeans on just to make
sure they fit. Pajamas will have you believe all is well in the kingdom.
7. Does anyone know if we can take showers yet or should we just keep washing our hands?
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In Our Own Backyard--Part 59

Where do the Homeless Go When They Need to be Counted?
Ignoring homelessness isn’t an option; counting the homeless in your community is crucial.
If the number of homeless people in
your own backyard is unknown, federal
funding to cover their costs could—and
might—fall on you!
Why? Because federal dollars to cover homeless costs depends on how many
there are, based on actual head counts,
such as those submitted from the biennial
event colloquially called “the Homeless
Census.”
I volunteered as a homeless census
taker in 2015. We gathered before dawn
at the Salvation Army campus in Seaside
and were assigned to teams that learned
how, for one day, to spot and count the unsheltered people. We were led by formerly
homeless people with inside info.
To be or not to be a census taker this
year? That was my question. Is it yours,
too?
Why the homeless are hard to count
HUD says only those who are actually
identified qualify as unsheltered homeless,
in direct contrast to educational institutions’ formulae that consider as homeless
all students who stay with friends or relatives; also, those who double up, couch
surf, live multi-familied or in vehicles
(considered sheltered-yet-homeless).
Here’s a sneak peek at what you might
encounter if you hunt for the homeless.
Brief overview of my 1-person surveillance squad
Conducting my solo 2-square-mile
surveillance squad’s pre-census homeless
count in Seaside started at 6:37 a.m., Mon.,
Nov. 23. The sun wasn’t yet up as I headed
to the post office on Broadway to see if a
homeless woman was still there from over
the weekend. All clear.
At Seaside Dollar Tree, two vans were
parked by identical NO OVERNIGHT
PARKING—UNAUTHORIZED VEHICLES WILL BE TICKETED/TOWED
AT OWNER’S EXPENSE signs. One van
was maroon; the other, painted like camo,
had a sign on its driver’s side: Don’t count
the days—make the days count.
There was no sign of humans, but a
block north in the former Salvation Army
Thrift Store lot I saw a broad array of
cardboard boxes, shopping carts piled
with items and three shadowlike people
cleaning up to clear out for the day.
“Hi,” I said through the open window.
“I’m Wanda. I’m a reporter, and I don’t
want to intrude in your privacy, but wonder
if I may ask a couple of questions.”
“OK,” one man said, resting on his
broom.
“Are you homeless?”
‘Yes.”
The tiny little wrinkled lady between
them nodded her hoodie in silence.
“Yes,” the tallest man said, placing
his folded sleeping bag atop neat military-style squared blankets on his cart.
“If given the chance to have shelter,
would you take it?” I asked.
There was a pause, silence, and then
the eldest turned from the headlights and
continued sweeping. “We, uh, we might
consider it.”
Trash at the end of the road
My rounds culminated at sundown on
Sun., Dec.8 at Robert’s Lake.
A sole male figure stood silhouetted
in the now-empty homeless camp off
the Highway 1 Exit 404 atop the dune
whose Robert’s Road-level sign stated:
HABITAT PROTECTION AREA—DO
NOT ENTER—VIOLATORS WILL BE
PROSECUTED—CITY OF SEASIDE
MUNICIPAL CODE 9.20.021.
While the violator rooted through
trash, a red light flashed signals from his
right wrist.
Below, at the end of the offramp Exit

the man’s silhouette
appeared as the sun went down
on the vacant dune
I was parked below
watching from Robert’s Lake lot
while he scoped the camp
in a slow-dance mime
he kicked sand and picked through
trash
hurled an old bike frame
a flashing red light
blinked a message from his wrist
like a semaphore
he pulled on a shirt
walked in circles tore it off
then lowered his pants
a girl rode her bike
off the road into the brush
heading toward the dune
night shift had begun
rubbish raiders went to work
sorting through the spoils

Wanda Sue Parrott
Homeless in Paradise

interested, mark your calendar for Wed.,
Jan. 27, 2021 and contact Coalition for
Homeless Service Providers for details at
http://chsp.org/monterey-and-san-benito-county-homeless-census-reports/
As to whether or not I will volunteer,
I haven’t yet decided.
After two weeks of daily surveillance
in my attempts to count actual homeless
people, I think I might have seen between
20 and 24 actually identifiable physical
homeless people, and I know that’s wrong!
Credits: . Art and senryu septet by
Wanda Sue Parrott.

Photo courtesy of Pixabay via Google Free Images
406, a man in a knitted watch cap emerged
and started rummaging through former
campsite residents’ stuff now strung out
in piles stretching 1/3 of the way across
the bridge over the culvert.
The same trash had sat there for more
than 72 hours, so on Monday I e-mailed
Seaside City Manager Craig Malin to ask
what the city planned to do about it.
He responded, “The trash on the highway right-of-way is outside of Seaside’s

jurisdiction. It is Cal Trans property. We’ve
asked them to clean it up.”
I also questioned the right of homeless people to steal from other homeless
people. According to Craig Malin, “Theft
is theft. Whether a person is homeless or
not is not a factor in whether a theft can
be prosecuted.”
Meanwhile, the genuine “homeless
census” known as the 2020 Homeless
Point in Time Count needs volunteers. If

About this Column: “Homeless in
Paradise” is a free public service self-funded and produced by the author. During the
Covid-19 pandemic, this column appears
regularly on the last week of each month
in the Cedar Street Times at www.cedarstreettimes.com (and as periodic FLASH
columns).
It also appears on Facebook, in Nextdoor and on private email lists. If interested in being added to the list, submit your
request to the contact info below.)
Copyright 2020 by Wanda Sue Parrott
Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at 831899-5887, amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.
com

Foragers Festival Offering a Virtual Cooking Event
Noted mushroom expert and chef
Chad Hyatt hosts virtual cooking demo
to support Foragers Festival
We’ve all seen mushrooms growing
in the wild, but few are brave enough to
identify what’s safe and edible, bring them
home and prepare a delicious, exotic meal.
Chad Hyatt is that guy — one “fun
guy,” if you will. The noted chef and author of “The Mushroom Hunter’s Kitchen”
will host a 1-hour virtual cooking demo on
Saturday, Jan. 23 in support of the Big
Sur Foragers Festival. The special Zoom
event will begin at 3 p.m., and will include
an appearance from Todd Spanier, noted
naturalist, chef, forager, slow food advocate, entrepreneur and mushroom expert.
Cook along at home by pre-purchasing a Foragers Festival mushroomand-wine package that includes Hyatt’s
cookbook. Delivered to homes, this kit
will include 3 pounds of wild and exotic
mushrooms foraged by Spanier (1 pound
each of three varieties), along with a bottle
of 2018 Pinot Noir Santa Cruz Mountains
(retail price $35).
Chef Hyatt will prepare a recipe
from his cookbook, and participants will
also hear stories about Spanier’s foraging
experiences in the past and learn how this
mushroom chef developed a decade-long
history of providing some of the top

restaurants with quality foraged
mushrooms.
Total cost for the complete
package is $175. Deadline to
purchase the package is Friday,
Jan. 15, to allow time for shipment. Fans may also purchase
access to the cooking demo, for
a cost of $50.
All proceeds will benefit
the Big Sur Health Center. For
more information, or to find
ways to donate or volunteer,
visit www.bigsurforagersfes- Above: Todd Spanier, naturalist, chef, forager,
tival.org.
slow food advocate, entrepreneur, musroom
expert will help Chad Hyatt in a Zoom presentation to benefit the Big Sur Health Center.

Special
Package includes
3 pounds of wild
and exotic mushrooms, a bottle of
wine, and a cookbook.

Below: Chad Hyatt, author of “The Mushroom
Hunter’s Kitchen” will host the Zoom presentation on Jan 23.
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Dec 19, 5:30 pm Zoom
Performance

In partnership with Monterey County Theatre Alliance, Howard Burnham
presents:

“Charles Dicken’s A Christmas Carol”

The Christmas Classic performed by Howard Burnham in the
manner of Dickens’ 1867 tour of the USA
Written and performed by Howard Burnham..
Saturday, December 19, 2020 05:30 PM

Including an opportunity to ask questions LIVE
at the Q & A session

“Seating” is limited so Please REGISTER in advance. After registering,
you will receive a confirmation email and how to join.
Howard Burnham offers his popular Christmas program that for the past
twenty years has been the keynote
feature of the Myrtle Beach Dickens
Christmas Festival. He originally
created this show in Malton,
Yorkshire, England, where Dickens
saw a lawyer’s dingy office that
was the inspiration of Scrooge’s
counting house. This program
offers a chance to revisit the
best loved of the five ‘Christmas
Books’ of “the man who invented
Christmas”.

Keep
Social
Distance
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