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Kiosk
Sunday March 8
3:00 pm

Monterey County Composer’s
Forum Presents:
“The Times They are A-Changing”
at Hidden Valley
Music Seminars, 104 West
Carmel Valley Road, Carmel
Valley, 93924.
Admission $10. For more
information, contact Steve
Ettinger at (831) 385-0973 or at
dallapiccolo@msn.com.

•
Tuesday March 10

Monterey Parkinson’s Support
Group Meeting
People With Parkinson’s and Care
Partners Discussion Groups
3:00 pm
Sally Griffin Active Living Center
700 Jewell Ave. Pacific Grove
NO RSVP Needed
montereyparkinsonssg@gmail.com

•
New Library Programs
Mondays Starting Jan. 6

Pop-Up Children’s and Teens’
Library
at the Farmers’ Market
Check out our latest children and
teen books!
Play a board game, card game or
seek and find.
MONDAYS 3:00 pm-3:30 pm
•

Activities at the Library’s
temporary home
Pacific Grove Public Library
542 Lighthouse Ave Suite 111
Pacific Grove
•
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Sidewalk Resoration at the Cedar Street Times
Thank you to the city of Pacific Grove for intervening and ending almost two years
of construction neglect and incompetence. As a parting thought to the offenders I offer:
talk is cheap, intervention from the city is not.
I hope the offenders will learn from all the additional expense their lack of action,
bad attitude and rudeness has earned them. On rhe whole Pacific Grove is a warm and
welcoming community that enjoys a lot of foot traffic. It’s nice to have our sidewalk back.
We would like to offer sincere appreciation to Pacific Grove’s Department of Public Works
for their professionalism, hard work and intelligence. Thank you again to all that came
together to solve this matter.

Add That Extra Day
This Weekend

Tuesdays at 11 am
Preschool Stories
•

Thursdays at 11 am
Baby Rhyme
•

Wednesdays Starting
January 8

Drop-in Crafternoon
Make and take something fun!
WEDNESDAYS, 3:30-4:30 pm
•

First Wednesday of the
month
at 5-6:30 pm
“Lego” my Library
•

Second Wednesday of the
month
at 12:00 pm
Music with MaryLee (all ages)

Photos by Lawrence Gay

No Move, No Second Event
for Farmers Market in PG
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Rumors, printed in other media, of a move back to Lighthouse Avenue or the possibility of a second, upscale Farmers Market/wine tasting-and-cheese tasting on the main
drag have died in committee.
City Manager Ben Harvey has confirmed that the popular Farmers Market will remain in situ on Central Avenue and Grand Avenue, the location that was chosen in 2010
when complaints, mostly from adjacent merchants, forced the move.
Merchants on Lighthouse and within a few blocks on other arteries back then complained that they were adversely affected by lack of parking on market days. They also
said that they saw little or no improvement -- and in fact, some said they saw reductions
-- in business volume during Farmers Market set-up and open hours.
The choice was made to move the market on Mondays off Lighthouse. There have
also been complaints about the fact that not all marketers are from Pacific Grove, but
Everyone’s Harvest points out that a certain number of vendors are needed to make the
market viable and they are dependent on applications.
The Farmers Market is permitted through the City Council and the B.I.D. and
Chamber of Commerce also have jurisdiction. In 2008, Pacific Grove chose Everyone’s
Harvest as the organization to run the non-profit, certified organic community farmers’
market and it was opened on Lighthouse Avenue.
A wholesale move of the market in its entirety didn’t receive much consideration.
In a concerted effort to draw more business to Pacific Grove, the Economic Development Commission examined a choice to open a second market, on Thursdays, back
at the original location on Lighthouse. The second market would have included wine
tasting and cheese tasting, an idea that worked well for some when a group of merchants
tried it on Grand Avenue.
But the idea of a second market was quashed 6-0-0 by the Economic Development
Commission and will likely never see daylight at a City Council Meeting.
City Manager Ben Harvey said, in effect, “never say ‘never.’” The City, through EDC
and the B.I.D., is still on the search for ideas to bring people into downtown. Chamber
of Commerce president Moe Ammar said they would not bring it up again.

The year 2020 is a Leap Year. The
simple (and only) explanation for why we
have leap days is that it takes 365.2422
days for our planet to complete one revolution around the sun. That means each
365-day year ends a quarter day’s worth
short of the complete orbit, so one year
in four we add an extra day to catch up.
And we do it in February because it’s the
shortest month.
Interesting to note: leap years always
coincide with the summer Olympic Games
and the US presidential election. We can
really use the extra day in years like that!

Presidenial
Primary Election
is

Tuesday, March 3

Polls are open
7 AM - 8 PM
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Joan Skillman

Skillshots
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$

95

PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE
Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy.
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents.
Week Ending Wednesday, February 26, 2020
Inches, as of 8 AM, 2/26/20: (drizzle)

0.01”

Current season’s total since 7/1/19:

11.42”

Rain total one year ago to date:
17.15”
_______________________________________________
Previous Season-- July 2018 through June 2019:

26”

Pacific Grove Rain Gauge

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is available
at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.
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Managing Editor Webster Slate
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Free Gentrain Society
Lectures

Held at Monterey Peninsula College, Lecture Forum 103 at
1:30 - 2:30 PM on the dates shown below.
Note that MPC charges $3 for parking.
March 4 at 1:30 pm
Andrew Jackson, Donald Trump
and Revisionist Historians: Another
Facet of America’s Partisan Divide
Donald Trump has said that Andrew Jackson is his favorite American president. Jackson’s reputation as a “man of the people,”
his role in the War of 1812, his aggressive
foreign policy, and his toughness presumably account for the president’s thinking.
For years, academic historians have agreed
with Trump, never ranking Jackson lower
than eighth when surveyed regarding the
best and worst U.S. presidents. That assessment started to change in the 1980s,
and by 2017, Jackson had fallen to 18th.
Dr. Kezirian will discuss controversies
surrounding the Age of Jackson, and conclude his presentation with reflections on
what both historians and Donald Trump
overlook concerning Jackson’s example.
Richard Kezirian, Ph.D., is a professor
emeritus from Monterey Peninsula College and the Panetta Institute. His teaching career spanned 50 years. He is the
recipient of the 1986 Allen Griffin Award
for Excellence in Teaching and the 2014
MPC President’s Award for his community service and commitment to education.
March 18 at 1:30 pm
The Science Behind Climate
Change Mike Clancy, former Technical and Scientific Director of the U.S.
Navy’s Fleet Numerical Meteorology and
Oceanography Center, will speak on the
science underpinning our understanding
of climate change.
The Greenhouse Effect, and its impact
on the surface temperature of the Earth, has
been known for over a century. Long before
there were satellites, computer models or
even computers, scientists understood that
the huge increase in the burning of fossil
fuels that began with the Industrial Revolution would lead to a warming Earth and
a changing climate. Yet now, even as the
science has become much more definitive,
specific and alarming, governments around
the world have failed to act decisively to
address this problem, and human-induced

climate change has progressed to the point
of crisis. This presentation will review the
science behind climate change, describe
the consequences of our changing climate,
and discuss what it will take to deal with
the climate crisis.
Mike Clancy earned a B.S. in Oceanography from Florida Institute of Technology in 1973 and a M.S. in Meteorology
from the University of Miami in 1975. He
worked for Science Applications International Corporation in the late ‘70s and the
Naval Research Lab in the early ‘80s. He
joined the U.S. Navy’s Fleet Numerical
Meteorology and Oceanography Center
(FNMOC) in Monterey in 1983, and was
selected as Technical and Scientific Director of FNMOC in August of 2005. Mr.
Clancy authored over 100 publications
in meteorology, oceanography and information technology, and received over 50
professional awards, including the Navy’s
highest civilian award, prior to his retirement from Federal Service in 2011. He was
inducted into the FNMOC Hall of Fame
in 2015. Mr. Clancy is an active member
of the Monterey Chapter of the Citizens’
Climate Lobby.
April 1 at 1:30 pm
California Condor Conservation: A
Success Story in the Making
California Condors have faced many
challenges in the wild, but are on track
toward full recovery. The Ventana Wildlife Society has devoted 23 years to
hands-on releases to the wild and post-release recovery work in California. The
California Condor is truly a survivor of
a tumultuous time but is dramatically
making a comeback. Kelly Sorenson will
explain why the outlook is so promising.
Kelly Sorenson’s entire career has been
in the field of conservation, first working
to recover the Peregrine Falcon, followed
by the Bald Eagle and for the last 23 years,
the California Condor. He has a bachelor’s
degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Management from West Virginia University and
a Master’s in Public Administration from
Golden Gate University. He has been the
Executive Director of the Ventana Wildlife
Society since 2003.

Dan Bohrman

Spotlight

Zebra Perch

Wildlife Spotlight
by Dan Bohrman

Hermosilla azurea

Zebra Perch are common fish of the sea-chub family
found along the coast of California. As their name
suggests, these perch are silver overall with stripes that
can range from black to dark green. They grow up to 18
inches long and primarily feed on algae and other plant
matter in shallow water. Zebra perch travel in schools,
occasionally alongside other perch and sea-chub species.

April 15 at 1:30 pm
A Tale of Two Submarine Canyons
Dr. H. Edward Clifton will compare and contrast two very different
submarine canyons near the Monterey
Peninsula. One is an ancient canyon that
is partly exposed at Point Lobos State
Natural Reserve. The other is the modern
submarine canyon system that flanks
the Monterey Peninsula on three sides.
The Carmelo Formation, which crops
out at Point Lobos, is a rare example
of well-exposed rock that originated as
sediment in an ancient submarine canyon.
This canyon existed some 50-55
million years ago, probably on what today
is the northwestern coast of Mexico. Sediment that accumulated within it is now
exposed as rock at the Reserve, where it
provides evidence of the powerful forces
that attended the deposition of sand and
gravel in an undersea canyon. It also beautifully displays the pathways and burrows
of ancient animals that occupied its floor.
Point Lobos is visited by geologists
from many parts of the world in their
quest to better understand deposits that
accumulate in this remarkable setting.
Monterey Submarine Canyon, which cuts
through the center of Monterey Bay, is
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the largest of its kind on the U.S. West
Coast. Its size rivals that of the Grand
Canyon of the Colorado. It is also, thanks
to the efforts of researchers at MBARI,
the best-studied submarine canyon in
the world. Their work is demonstrating
that submarine canyons are not quiescent
relics from the past, as has been thought,
but rather are the sites of large present-day
downslope sediment transport. The upper
reaches of this vast system may be surprisingly geologically young.
Ed Clifton is a geologist with strong
connections to the sea. The first geologist-aquanaut, Ed has accumulated 78
days of living in an undersea habitat. His
diving research in high-energy surf zones
and within large tidal estuaries remains
unparallel. He has explored the upper
reaches of several submarine canyons
with SCUBA and has visited their depths
in research submersibles. Ed is also the
person who first identified the rocks at
Point Lobos as having accumulated in an
undersea canyon. He retired with his wife
to Monterey in 2001 and for the past 18
years has been a Guide at the Monterey
Bay Aquarium and a Docent at Point Lobos State Natural Reserve.

School Bond Measure D will upgrade
PGUSD properties

Measure D is a bond measure which will appear on Pacific Grove Unified School
District primary ballots on Tuesday, March 3. The measure will authorize $30 million
to repair and modernize aging schools and classrooms throughout the district and
repair or replace outdated pipes and leaking roofs and gutters, aging plumbing infrastructure, aging floors and
• Upgrade fire alarm and emergency communication systems
• Upgrade old playgrounds and playing fields to increase student safety
• Meet Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements
It will extend the current property tax rate on personal, commercial , agricultural
and industrial properties by less than $.03 per $100 of assessed valuation but will not
increase the current rate.
The state is prohibited from taking and spending the funds in other districts.
Law requires that more than 55 percent of District voters approve. There will also
be a Citizens’ Oversight Committee and a third-party auditor to audit and review.
Page 17 of the voter guide has an error under the impartial analysis: It should
read, “A ‘yes’ vote on this measure is a vote in favor of the issuance of $30 million of
general obligation bonds to be used (etc.). “A ‘no’ vote n this measure is a vote against
the issuance of $30 million of general obligation bonds.”

Same Day Voter Registration

Same Day Voter Registration Allows Californians who
Missed Traditional Daeadline Another Opportunity to
Register and Vote

Californians who missed the February 18 deadline to register to vote — or update their voter registration — for the March 3, 2020 Presidential Primary Election
can take advantage of ‘Same Day’ voter registration and cast a ballot by visiting their
county elections office or any vote center or polling place in their county of residence.
“If you missed the traditional voter registration deadline, you still have an opportunity to cast a ballot,” Secretary of State Alex Padilla said. “2020 marks the first year
that voters can complete the ‘Same Day’ voter registration process and cast their ballot
at any polling place or vote center in their county. This yet another step California is
taking to lead the nation in expanding voting rights and access to the ballot.”
“And you don’t have to wait for Election Day! To minimize wait times, I encourage
Californians who need ‘Same Day’ voter registration to visit an early voting location
or their county elections office before Election Day.”
Click here for a list of early voting locations by county where voters can complete
the ‘Same-Day’ voter registration process.
“Voters who are unsure of their voter registration status can verify it quickly at
voterstatus.sos.ca.gov,” Padilla added.
Eligible citizens who missed the “traditional” voter registration deadline of
February 18 and still wish to vote will
need to complete the ‘Same Day’ voter
registration process at their local county
elections office, polling place, or vote center. Voters will be asked to fill out a voter
registration form and then be provided a
ballot. Their ballots will be counted once
the county elections office has completed
the voter registration verification process.
Voters can complete the ‘Same Day’ voter
registration process from February 18, all
the way through Election Day on March 3.
* With the signing of SB 207 by
Governor Newsom on February 13, 2020,
voters who wish to update their political
party preference or their address (if they
are movingwithin the same county) do not
have to complete an entire voter registration affidavit during the ‘Same Day’ voter
registration process. Voters making these
changes will be able to make a written
request using a simplified form.
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What Does God Say About Obeying?
Merriam-Webster defines “obeying”
as: “to follow the commands or guidance
of another.” Why would anyone obey
the commands or guidance of another?
In the military, disobeying could lead to
punishment. In a family, it could lead to
an argument. On the streets, it could lead
to a ticket, a fight, an arrest, or something
worse. However, obeying a mentor can
lead us to a better life. Where does God’s
will fit into all of this?
God has told us His creation was the
fulfillment of His Will, Col 1:16, “For
by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all
things were created by him, and for him:” everything was created for Him. This
means there is a purpose for and a design in everything He created. When we obey
Him, we intentionally live in harmony with His creation, and this is how we obtain His
peace, Jn 14:27, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” This
intentional living reminds me of swimming downstream, instead of fighting to swim
upstream. We have all experienced days of frustration and the feeling of swimming
upstream in an attempt to survive the day. Our bodies and our minds cry out for relief
from the stress. Wouldn’t it be nice to have a mentor to go to in these times of trouble?
Think of God as a mentor and His Word as the best preventive medicine available
in this world, Is 55:8-9, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Where will
we go to get better advice? Jer 29:11, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward
you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.”
I recently heard a pastor explain how accepting God’s Word helps us live a more
peaceful and happy life. He told a story of watching the replay of a football game
he already knew his team had won. His team won the game; however, late in the
replay, they turned the ball over, and it seemed as if all was lost. However, instead
of being upset, he felt excited because he was about to see something special, and his
team was going to pull off a miracle win. God has already seen the end, and He has
told us about it, we just need to be excited that our team is going to win, Eph 2:10,
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” All we have to do is obey His
calling, and He will direct our paths, Prov 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him,
and he shall direct thy paths.”
His advice leads us to the expected end He has seen for us. He calls us to be
patient enough to wait for His timing in this life. The end He has seen for us is the
best one available, and all other paths lead to something less than His peace and joy,
for they come from this world. God does not promise a trouble-free life, only one
with His peace and an expected end, if we accept His love. Hearing Paul and Silas
demonstrate this truth after they had been beaten and thrown into prison, could be
helpful, Acts 16:23-25, “And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast
them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely: Who, having received such a
charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. And at
midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard
them.” Paul and Silas had a choice, and they chose Jesus and His peace.
Understanding Who He is and why He created this world leads us to His peace,
joy, and the expected end He has seen for us. He tells us that His Word is the conclusion of the whole matter, Eccl 12:13, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”
He also tells us His Word provides answers to all of our important questions, 2 Tim
3:16-17, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”
Today, we question whether God deserves our obedience? 1 Pet 4:16-19, “Yet if
any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this
behalf. For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it
first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And
if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?
Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their
souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.” If He truly is our Creator, He
surely does deserve our obedience. He has told us we can know He is our creator
by looking at what He created, Rom 1:20, “For the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:” Our eternal
future depends on doing our own homework on this issue, we cannot accept someone
else’s opinion, for we will be without excuse and unable to blame anyone else. There
are plenty of scientists who willingly publish the truth about what we see in this world
if we would only be willing to open our minds to the possibility that everything God
has told us is true. We can start with the scientists at the website Answers in Genesis.
Does His Will provide the best advice? God asks us not to lie, steal, murder, etc.
He asks us to love others as He has loved us because only then will we be fit to be part
of His family, Ex 20:16, 15, 13, “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not kill.” and Jn 13:34, “A new commandment
I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one
another.” Is this bad advice, or good advice? The Bible has much more to say on
the subject of learning to live the will of God, but we have to start somewhere. So,
do we believe people have the right to lie to us, steal from us, or murder us? Is the
Bible wrong about these things? We think the Bible gives bad advice when men twist
God’s Word to serve themselves, Matt 19:8, “He saith unto them, Moses because of the
hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning
it was not so.” Jesus summarized all of God’s Will in just two commandments, Matt
22:37-40, “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” If we learned to obey just these
two commandments, we would be living within the Will of God. Again, we must

Bill Cohen

Reasoning
With God

read the Bible for ourselves, we cannot
depend on another’s interpretation of it.
God gives each of us the choice of
obeying His Will or not. Many have
responded heroically, Joseph, Moses,
Daniel, John, Peter, and Paul, to name
just a few. How can we learn to obey
His Will for our lives? It begins when
we wash in His Word, which leads us to
love Jesus and accept Him as our savior,
Rom 10:9, “That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved.” Then, we can rest in His peace and follow the path He leads us to, Ps 32:8,
“I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee
with mine eye.” Someone might enter our lives to give us an opportunity to serve,
a relative could be in need, perhaps a cause is looking for a leader, or a brother or
sister in the Lord needs a sidekick in Bible study. The key is being open to the opportunities the Lord continually brings us. A famous saying tells us opportunities are
all around us, we just need to be aware of them, “Luck is when preparedness meets
opportunity.” When we believe all things work together for good, Rom 8:28, “And
we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose.” we will stop resisting Him and surrender
to His wonderful love.
Jesus is our example, He was always obedient to the will of the Father, Jn 4:34,
“Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish
his work.” He tells us what we must do to become His brothers and sisters, Matt
12:50, “For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same
is my brother, and sister, and mother.” He wants us to be part of His family, one in
Him and the Father, Jn 17:21-22, “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they
may be one, even as we are one:” Obedience is not our surrender to a whip, but
rather to His love.
God is not forcing us to obey laws, He is just telling us which choices are the best
ones available to us, but does this mean we are responsible for our bad choices? Gal
6:7, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap.” Our bad choices do affect the quality of our lives and will also act as
stumbling blocks on the path to God, His righteousness and His kingdom. God has
given us this life to make a decision on eternity, Deut 30:15, “See, I have set before
thee this day life and good, and death and evil;” Can we make the right choices while
ignoring God’s advice? We can wrestle with His Word, as Jacob did and find the
path to eternity. If we refuse, we will experience the sword of His mouth, Rev 2:6,
“Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the
sword of my mouth.” Can we imagine what God thinks when we refuse His advice,
over and over, again? His patience gives us the free will to walk away from Him,
but, it is never His desire, Deut 30:19, “I call heaven and earth to record this day
against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore
choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:”
If you have comments about the blog you just read, want to express an opposing
opinion, have suggestions for future topics, and/or want me to email you the blog
weekly, email me at bill@reasoningwithgod.com
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2020 Panetta Lecture Series Begins
‘Impeachment and the Election’

this lecture series in 1997 that 23 years
later we would be talking about whether
or not our democracy will survive?” He
The first lecture of the 2020 Leon
went on to say, “We are more politically
Panetta Lecture Series took place on
polarized and dysfunctional than I have
Monday February 24 at the Monterey
ever seen, and the natural tendency is for
Conference Center and focused on
people to just turn off the noise. But we
“Impeachment and the Election.” It
cannot turn off our responsibility. We
was the first of four lectures to be held
the people have to decide the direction
between now and the middle of May
of our country.”
under the overall theme of “A Republic
Secretary Panetta then turned to
If We Can Keep It,” which harks back to
the
panel
and asked how do we hold a
Benjamin Franklin’s famous reply to the
president
accountable, if he or she can’t
question of what type of government the
be
indicted
and removal from office via
Founders had created at the close of the
impeachment
is too high of a bar to ever
Constitutional Convention of 1787.
be
achieved?
Baier said it would take a
As usual, Secretary Panetta brought
bipartisan
effort
to make impeachment
outstanding panelists to the stage.
work,
and
he
noted
that the Democrats
Bret Baier is Fox News Channel’s
did
not
take
the
time
to challenge the
chief political anchor and the anchor
President’s
rejection
of
subpoenas
Participants in the first forum of the 2020 Leon Panetta Lecture Series. Leftof “Special Report with Bret Baier,” the
through
the
courts.
He
also
said that it
to-right: David Gregory, Bret Baier, Mara Liasson and Leon Panetta. Photo
top-rated cable news program in its
might
have
been
a
better
strategy
for the
by Katie Shain.
timeslot and consistently one of the top
Democrats
to
pursue
censure
rather
than
five shows in cable news. Baier has inimpeachment
and
that
censure
would
terviewed all of the leading presidential
probably have brought some Repuband vice presidential candidates in recent
licans onboard. Liasson agreed that
years, and moderated several presidential and vice presidential debates. He was
censure
might
have
been
a
better
option
for
the
Democrats, noting that it would have
awarded the Sol Taishoff Award for Excellence in Broadcast Journalism in 2017.
focused
the
narrative
on
what
the
President
did
rather
than whether or not he should
David Gregory spent nearly 20 years at NBC News, serving as the moderator
be
removed
from
office
nine
months
before
an
election.
Gregory said he worries
of “Meet the Press” for six years and NBC’s Chief White House Correspondent
about
impeachment
becoming
a
statement
rather
than
a
process
to remove a presiduring the entire presidency of George W. Bush. He covered the wars in Afghanident.
And
Baier
followed
up
by
observing
that
the
impeachment
did not move the
stan and Iraq, anchored NBC’s special coverage of the mission that brought Osama
needle
of
public
opinion
regarding
Trump
very
much
at
all.
Bin Laden to justice, and conducted interviews with numerous foreign heads of
Secretary Panetta asked what history will say about this impeachment, and Liasstate. Today, Gregory is a political analyst on CNN as well as a visiting professor at
son
immediately
replied, “It depends on who writes it!” Gregory claimed that “there
Georgetown University.
were
Democrats
who
wanted Trump impeached from day one,” and that the DemMara Liasson appears frequently on Fox News, serving as a panelist on “Speocrats
felt
they
needed
to play hardball, like the Republicans did during Obama’s
cial Report with Bret Baier” and “Fox News Sunday.” Liasson was White House
Presidency.
Liasson
said
that the Democrats were never confident of the politics
correspondent for National Public Radio (NPR) during the eight-year Clinton
of
impeachment
and
wanted
to get it over quickly. Baier said that the impeachment
Administration, and later went on to become the renowned and legendary voice
will
be
remembered
as
an
event
that was not a big deal to most of the American
of the award-winning NPR newsmagazine programs “All Things Considered” and
people.
“Morning Edition.” Highly respected among her peers, Liasson is the recipient of
Secretary Panetta asked if the presidency has become more powerful than the
three White House Correspondents’ Association awards for excellence in daily news
other
two branches of government. Baier made the interesting assertion that the
reporting.
Congress
has become weaker rather than the presidency becoming stronger. Liasson
Panetta Institute Co-Chair and CEO, Sylvia Panetta, opened the forum by speaksaid
that
this
question is unresolved because the Democrats did not take the time to
ing of the need for balanced and thoughtful public discussion of policy choices and
challenge
that
president’s rejection of subpoenas through the courts.
the role of the Panetta Lecture Series in helping to achieve that. She also said that
Turning
to
the presidential primaries, Secretary Panetta asked if the Democrats
we must be aware that democracy is fragile, and that our democracy is now being
may
be
going
into
the election with a badly split party. Liasson said yes, the center
tested like never before.
left
wing
of
the
party
can’t seem to coalesce around one candidate to take on the
Secretary Panetta followed and said, “Who would have thought when we started
hard left wing personified by Bernie Sanders. She went on to warn that Sanders
might not only lose to Trump but cause the Democrats to lose the House. She
further claimed that, “If Bernie is the Democratic nominee, Trump will have
the opportunity of a lifetime to expand his base into the middle.” Gregory said
that a big fight is looming in the Democratic party over the future of the party
and even the future of capitalism. Baier asserted that, for Michael Bloomberg,
the Nevada Democratic debate was like that moment in “The Wizard of Oz”
when the curtain was pulled back to reveal the real nature of the Wizard. He
went on to say that if the economy remains strong it’s really hard to believe that
a majority of Americans will vote for the self proclaimed Democratic Socialist,
Bernie Sanders.
Concerning the recent revelations about Russia’s ongoing efforts to interfere in the 2020 election, Panetta asked why the President resists calling out
Russia on this. Baier said that, in Trump’s mind, admission of Russian interference lessens the legitimacy of his presidency. Baier also said that the fact that
the intelligence community briefed Congress on the latest Russian interference
before briefing the president was a big mistake, and Panetta, the former CIA
Director, agreed.
Panetta asked if the primary process was forcing both parties to their
extremes, to the left for the Democrats and to the right for the Republicans.
Gregory said that the Democrats have certainly moved to the left, while Baeir
noted that the Republicans seemed to have abandoned their concerns about the
national debt. Liasson said that, “Republicans only care about the debt when
there is a Democratic president.” This led Secretary Panetta to bemoan the fact
that neither Republicans nor Democrats currently want to talk about getting the
debt under control.
Secretary Panetta asked what motivated Trump’s phone call to the president
of Ukraine on the very day after Robert Mueller’s testimony before Congress.
Liasson responded that Trump felt emboldened after the Mueller Report came
out, particularly since Mueller did so poorly presenting his case on TV. Gregory
reminded us that Trump has lived his entire life without limits or boundaries,
and he figures he can do the same with the presidency. “He operates by loyalty
and vengeance”, said Gregory.
As the lecture drew to a close, Secretary Panetta asked his panel who they
thought would win the presidential election. The panel was unanimous and
rather confident that Trump would be reelected, prompting Panetta to blurt out,
“Let’s all go out and get a drink”, to much laughter from the audience.
Finally, at the very end of what was clearly a rather depressing discussion
for many in the audience, Secretary Panetta placed a positive spin on things by
stating, “I think we do face a lot of challenges, but I put my greatest trust in you
the people to make the right decision, and if you do that I’m absolutely confident that we will protect the republic that all of us love.”
The next event in this series will take place on Monday, March 16 at the
Conference Center and take on the topic of “An Economy on Borrowed Money.” Call 831-582-4200 or visit www.panettainstitute.org for more information.
Mike Clancy
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Peter Silzer

Themeless Puzzle (at least it’s not clueless)

Solution is on page 10

Across

Down

1
Style Guide org.
4
Parts of mins.
8
Art medium
13 Race pace
14 Region
15 Fat liquid
16 Where Adam and Eve met? (4
wds)
19 180 from SSW
20 Cut canines
21 A __ __ aardvark
22 Cherry brandy
24 Store fodder
26 Pesky pest
27 87 or 91 at the pump
31 Rap
32 Look like a wolf?
33 Regs
34 Fund-raising requests
36 Weekday similar to this answer
39 Usurp, like power
42 Family diagram
43 Informal recipe amount
47 Hither partner
48 Brings into the family
50 Incan sun god
51 Flexible, like a yogi
53 Approved
55 Inuit “house”
56 Host a posh bash regale
60 “What, me worry?” mag since
1952
61 In any future scenario (3 wds)
64 1983 Streisand gender-bender
65 Burglar’s bundle
66 English architect Christopher
67 ABC’s “__ Anatomy”
68 Eye woe
69 UK lexicon

1
Either of two NFL QBs
2
Word-for-word
3
Part of NCAA
4
Protected place in the 31st century
5
Canal known as “Clinton’s Folly”
6
Part of CPA
7
Dress crosser
8
MAGA party?
9
Greek’s Greece
10 “. . .down by the __, sifting sand”
11 Italia island
12 Solidarity
13 __ biloba (if I remember correctly)
17 “And a bunch of other things”
18 High-schooler, usually
23 Does a slow burn
25 Nixon-era cleanup policy, abbr.
28 Poem part
29 Nerdy one
30 Something on the black side of
a ledger
35 Winona’s role in “Beetlejuice”
37 “And a bunch of other things”
38 Like Bodie CA
39 Word-processing acronym new
in the 1970s
40 Less gentle
41 Board a flight
44 “Can’t Cry __” (Sheryl Crow)
45 Seeing red, perhaps
46 Like many Easter eggs
49 UK diesel
52 Silly __ (toy since the 1940s)
54 Answer sheet
57 Morays and others
58 Poet’s cavern
59 AKA Xiamen
Amoy
62 “The Big Easy” Ernie
63 USN noncom

Bob Silverman

Carmel Valley Report

Juniper Shrubs & Trees Thrive in the Valley

This is an image of a Juniper that has been growing for more than 30 years (cBob Silverman).

There is a lot of action from nature this time a year here in Carmel Valley. Junipers
are coniferous trees and shrubs that do well in the Valley. They grow very fast and seem to
require not too much water.
According to “WIKIPEDIA” they can be seen as far away as Tibet. They need to be
trimmed at least once a year in order to keep them in the place that they grow. Pollen has
been very heavy in the valley air. One of our friends made the mistake of having his car
washed before five hours of golf.
After the round of golf he found his car covered with pollen.
We have noticed that people are buying quite a few virus masks at the Cross Roads
just to be safe before flying. The come in large boxes and they are expensive. You have to
learn the right way to use the masks .
We arrived in the Valley in late 1988 which was a time of drought. The Carmel River
had not reached the ocean for years. If you get a chance look up the water restrictions in
1988.
Those were not the good old days as far as water in the Valley was concerned. Next
came the floods and now we are in the present . The big question is where we go from here.
Enjoy your pre-spring garden.
Stay Tuned.
Bob Silverman

Nancy Thompson
Photography
714-813-2612

www.nancythompsonphotography.com

PG Restaurant of
Winner of the 2010

the Year Award

T he Fi ne st G o u r m e t Pi z z a
WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE

Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust
Must present current coupon to get
discount. Not combinable with other offers
EXPIRES 3-28-20

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111

1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)
Mon-Thu 4-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 11-10pm • Sun 12-9:30pm

www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

Specializing in:
• Family Portraits
• Headshots
• Senior Portraits

• Maternity/Newborn

• Pet Portraits

• Sport/Events
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PG High Art Students
Receive Top Awards

Selling Season Tips for Homeowners
We are fast approaching the busy
time of year for residential real estate
sales, spring and summer. The market
traditionally starts to slow as we approach
Thanksgiving and the holiday season, not
really picking up until March and April.
Then it usually stays at a steady, brisk pace
until Thanksgiving rolls around again. The
beginning of the year, January and February, are defined by low inventory, which is
where we are now. So, I wanted to give
some tips for those of you considering
putting your home on the market in the next
few months. Things you can do to increase
buyer interest.
The first thing you will need to do
is to put on “buyer’s eyes.” This means
acting like you don’t own your home and
approaching it like you were looking to buy
a home on the Monterey Peninsula. This
is hard, as there can be a lot of emotion
attached to a home, especially one that has
been in the family for a number of years.
However, trust me on this, if you are able
to do this you will see things that you normally do not see, but that buyers will see
immediately.
Start by walking up the street and
approaching your home from the outside.
Take a look at the yard, the gutters, the roof,
the trees and bushes, and the front of your
house. Does it look tired? Are there any
glaring examples of needed maintenance
or repairs? Can you see your windows or
are they obscured by foliage? Next, step
inside and go through each room with your
“buyer eyes” again looking at the floors, the
baseboards, the crown molding, the ceiling,
lights, electrical outlets, windowsills, and
each room individually. Also, open your
kitchen and bathroom drawers and see if
they look dirty to you. I guarantee you
that you will notice things with your “buyer
eyes” that you have grown accustomed to
living in your home every day.
With the outside, start by cleaning up
the yard. Trim overgrown bushes and trees.
If the windows are obscured by foliage, trim
it back so more natural light can enter the
home. Repair or clean gutters and clean the
roof as well. If the driveway is stained or
mossy, a quick clean with a power washer
can make a world of difference. How is the
paint? A fresh coat of paint is a worthwhile
investment if the paint is really looking

bad. Lastly, is your front door inviting?
Does it tell people to come on in? Or is it
full of nicks and scratches? Cleaning and
painting a front door can make a home look
much more inviting to any potential buyers
out there.
With the inside, go through the same
process. A fresh coat of paint is a very
worthwhile investment if you notice that
the walls look a bit worse for wear. Baseboards are notorious for getting smudges,
nicks and scratches. If the damage is only
superficial, sometimes a good cleaning will
do the trick. If you have carpet, rent a good
carpet cleaner and really bring them back to
life. If you have wood floors, having them
cleaned or resurfaced is also a good investment. Are the plastic coverings of electrical
outlets cracked or damaged? Replace them.
It is cheap and easy to do and does make a
difference in buyer’s eyes.
The goal is to make your home as
presentable as you can in order to get the
highest and best price possible. It will require some elbow grease, maybe the help
of family and friends and a bit of money
to get it where you want it, but in the end,
you will be rewarded with a faster, more
satisfying sale. If you would like any advice
about this, give me a ring or email me and
I would be happy to walk through with my
own “buyer’s eyes.” I do know what they
are looking for.
On March 5, 2020 Jeff McMullen of
Kal Financial and I are sponsoring the first
of a Community Lecture Series at the Sally
Griffith Center. We will be having six to
seven separate lectures once a month on
different subjects. The lectures are free
and will start at 6:00pm and end at 7:30pm
on Thursday evenings. The first lecture is
“The Golden Years of Home Ownership –
Tips for Aging in Place.” We will go over
strategies and tips that will help you remain
in your home as long as you can. It is about
being proactive instead of reactive. You are
guaranteed to learn something new. There
will be light refreshments provided. Come
on down as we would love to have you. You
can RSVP at:
GoldenYearsPG.eventbrite.com
Patrick Ryan Sotheby’s International
Realty, 831.238.8116, patrick.ryan@sothebyshomes.com

The Carmel Art Association is hosting the “For the Love of Art” high school art
exhibit until March 3 at their Carmel Gallery between Dolores and 6th Avenue. For
this show Monterey County high schools were invited to submit up to five works of
art and this year there were 68 entries from approximately 20 different schools. Each
teen artist was provided a 14” x 14” wood panel and were given the freedom to select
their preferred media and subject. The five students representing Pacific Grove High
are Matthew Mendez, Thomas Jameson, Veronica Serrano Rodriguez, Tanya Von
Giese and Natalie Von Giese. This is a juried show, so all the art was judged by local
artists selected by the Carmel Art Association. This year, three of the top awards
went to Mr. Kelly’s Art students at Pacific Grove High: Natalie received first Place for
3D Sculpture, Tanya won third Place 3D Sculpture and Veronica received honorable
mention Mixed Media.
“We are so fortunate to have a school district and community that supports the arts
and encourages our youth to be creative thinkers,” said Kelly. Below are photographs
of the PGHS participants and the five art pieces.

Congressman Panetta Introduces
Gun Safety Bill to Ensure Completion
of Background Checks

WASHINGTON, DC – Today, Congressman Jimmy Panetta (D-Carmel Valley)
announced that he introduced gun safety legislation to ensure completion of background
checks through the National Instant Criminal Background Check (NICS) system.
Currently, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is statutorily required to purge
incomplete gun background checks from its systems if they are not completed within
88 days, a practice that could allow gun sales without a completed background check.
Congressman Panetta’s legislation, the NICS Data Integrity Act, H.R. 5949, will eliminate the statutory requirement to purge NICS data on background checks and instead
maintain the data in its systems until the check is complete.
“When data is purged from the NICS system, there is no way to know how many
people have purchased guns without a completed background check or how many
firearm purchases would have been blocked if the background checks were complete,”
said Congressman Panetta. “As a former prosecutor, I know the importance of keeping
firearms out of the hands of dangerous people. My bill will help in that effort by ensuring
people who should not have a firearm don’t get a firearm because of a bureaucratic lapse.”
The NICS Data Integrity Act also requires the FBI query its National Data Exchange
(N-DEx) database when it does an initial background check. N-DEx is an unclassified
national information-sharing system that enables criminal justice agencies to search,
link, analyze, and share local, state, tribal, and federal records. Currently, background
check examiners can only query N-DEx to research a delayed background check.
An internal report from the FBI showed that between 2014 and July 2019, the agency
was required to purge the data of over 1.1 million incomplete background checks. The
FBI found that, because of delayed background checks, at least 3,960 weapons in 2018
ended up in the hands of people who should not legally have had them. Since that data
is purged, there is no way to know how many people have purchased guns without a
completed background check or how many firearm purchases would have been blocked
if the background checks were complete.

849 Ocean View Blvd.
Fantastic Bay Views, 4 Bedrooms,
3 Baths. $2,450,000

JoyWelch@redshift.com

Page 8 • CEDAR STREET

Times

• February 28, 2020

Rudy Fischer

The Big Picture

More Improvements in U.S. Health Care
According to the American Hospital Association (AHA), the US has about 6,200
hospitals, just over 8,000 urgent care clinics, and 9,300 surgery centers. Although
not distributed equally, that system generally provides most Americans with excellent
medical care. In any given week these hospitals and surgery centers perform about one
million surgeries, take care of over 2 million emergency room visits, and help bring
75,000 new babies into the world.
It was recently reported by CNBC, however, that 121 hospitals (mostly in rural and
poor areas) have closed since 2010. A major reason behind these closures is money.
Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements do not fully cover the actual expenses that
hospitals incur in treating patients covered by those plans. In fact the AHA recently
reported that Medicare and Medicaid payments were tens of billions of dollars short of
actual costs in 2017. This has forced hospitals to charge private insurance plan patients
more to make up for these losses.
On the overall health front things are fairly positive also. For some time now the
main contributing factors to our increase in healthy living as we age have been the
societal changes that have helped change people’s habits which lead to illnesses. Public
Health service initiatives have reduced smoking in the US and made people more aware
of the role diet plays in staying healthy. Seat belts and airbags in cars have reduced
auto related fatalities greatly and many more people are alive today because of them.
Over the years, also, doctors have developed new and impressive medical and
surgical procedures to help their patients. The companies who develop products for
hospitals are also doing their part. The development of robotic surgery equipment,
for instance, has improved outcomes and shortened recovery times by providing for
minimally invasive surgeries. Fifteen years ago someone having a cancerous kidney
removed would have had a 10 inch scar and need a month or two to recover. When
I had my kidney and gall bladder removed a few years ago I only had a few small 1”
incisions and was back at work two weeks later (and at a city council meeting a few
days after that).

Letters to the Editor

Cedar Street Times welcomes letters to the editor up to 225
words. Also welcome are guest commentaries on timely, local topics up to 750 words. Letters and commentaries may be edited for
grammar, spelling and content, and the editor reserves the right to
refuse publication of any submission. All submissions must include
name, address and phone number. We will not print letters which
slander or libel or make statements which we know to be untrue.
E-mail: editor@cedarstreettimes.com
Mail: Letters to the Editor,
306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950

A robotic surgery machine. I could never play the game “Operation”
without getting a “beep”!
Stem cell research is also starting to provide some promising advances in “regenerative medicine” for replacement parts. How would you like new cartilage for your
knees rather than a knee replacement?
Even AIDS has gone from being a fatal disease to only a serious but chronic one.
Someone contracting the disease 30 years ago would die within three to five years. As
John Bartlett of the Infectious Diseases Society of America recently said: “Think of it,
in 1996 everyone in our HIV clinic was prepared to die. Now they all live. And most
of them look great. They just need to take the meds.”
In the area of transplants thing also are getting better. Currently about 20 Americans a day die while waiting for organs to become available, but our political leaders
are changing the rules for transplants to help increase those numbers by covering more
of the costs incurred by transplant donors. In addition, it is also hoped that instituting
better regulations for Organ Procurement Organizations will bring about up to 28,000
more transplants each year.
That is not to say there are no problems in our health care system. Though there
are reasons that some drugs and procedures cost a lot of money, medical costs in the
US are still too high, and we need to find a way to make those costs affordable to more
people. An MRI scan, for instance, costs an average of $1,420 in the US but only $450
in the UK. The New York Times recently reported that an angioplasty costs $6,400 in
the Netherlands, $7,400 in Switzerland, and $32,200 in the US. In addition, the total
annual cost of prescription medication in this country has climbed to $335 billion a year.
But hospitals, political leaders, medical equipment manufacturers, and drug companies
are all looking at the problem to figure out ways to fix it.
The Trump administration, for instance, is talking about importing drugs from Canada where they are less expensive because of price controls and a national drug purchase
policy (something Bernie Sanders and others have also talked about). Other members
of Congress would like address this issue by requiring that all drugs sold anywhere in
North America cost the same. Some drug makers – especially those making expensive
drugs for diseases that only affect a few people – are also responding by looking at only
charging for drugs if they are effective - and even then letting people pay over a period
of years. Other companies, such as Sanofi, are starting to offer monthly subscriptions
for supplies such as insulin.
It’s never fun to be ill but, if you are going to develop an illness, there are now
treatments for many of those conditions. The public health infrastructure our society
has put in place, improvements in public health, nutrition, and medical advances, as
well as the innovative drug therapies that our drug companies have developed, have
given us longer and more productive lives. So hooray for medicine! But I have to
give a note of caution here. Just because things are getting better in general; don’t
ignore symptoms, check with your doctor about your individual health situation and,
for goodness sake, follow his or her advice!

To mark the bicentennial year of the launching of H.M.S. Beagle,
the ship that took Darwin on his voyage to the Galapagos Islands and
the origin of Origin of Species.
Old Charles Darwin reads a learned paper reviewing his controversial
life and work.
At The Little House in Jewel Park
(Central and Grand, PG)
Saturday, March 14, at 5:30

February 28, 2020 • CEDAR STREET

What’s A Person To Do?
Joy Colangelo

From the Trenches

I heard a new phrase – well new to me -- today. It was likely said about current
politics and most likely about our president but really, I can’t remember the context
in which I heard it. It made me think about someone I know, someone I excuse to
others when he acts out against me which is nearly daily. I always say of him “he
doesn’t know how to be any other way other than mean. You can’t expect him to be
nice, to not be a bully.” Lucky for us, he rarely if ever strays from a mean response,
whether he gets what he wants in life or doesn’t -- he doesn’t shape shift. He’s utterly
reliable. So the phrase was “he has a big hat, no cattle.”
I had to look it up, loving what it meant before I really knew what it meant. It’s
someone who presents themselves as a person of great importance but who’s reputation, credentials, and character are spurious. That hat fits my nemesis.
I’ve been involved in local politics my whole adult life and of course there are
many people I don’t agree with but there are very, very few I don’t find well-meaning, graceful in their presentation of their erroneous (to me) view and many I respect
even when I don’t agree with them. When I think about, it’s only lately, with the
permissive anger and bigotry that has been awakened by Trump, that local politics
has become hostile. Certainly voting other than I’d prefer, having an opposing view,
actions that don’t match verbalizations and ordinances that confound a citizenry rather than clarify and guide it, is nothing new. What is new is the animosity, the holding
of grudges, the cyber assassinations and the wishing of ill will. It’s as if they are
putting a hex on you and with cyber slaughter, inciting others to hex right along with
them - people you don’t know, aren’t involved in politics in any real way and who do
not attend the meetings. They are couch activists turned into enemies.
In the old days of just three years ago, activists who won or lost their issue of
the day, did so with aplomb, gathering themselves up, often finding themselves rubbing shoulders with the recent opposition, who are now focused on another topic but
this time, on the same team. Ping-pong we went, sometimes working at odds, and
just as many times, working at evens. But not lately and not when a man is wearing
a big hat and is not used to having cows, not cows found in real life, but on social
media sites.
I realize when one writes an opinion column, which I’ve done for different papers for over a decade, one gets hate mail (there’s likely one in this very edition), but
I’ve never received hate mail that hates me. Not how I think, me. Even people I’ve
known for decades, living here for 30 years, won’t say hello, have yelled at me in
a public setting and worse, have cyberstalked me. Yes, cyberstalking is illegal; yes,
cyberstalking is far from innocent as it incites people whose character is unknown;
but more than that, cyberstalking has to do with the “f word”. Its exponentially
anonymous influence and it’s cyber permanence makes it not fair. That f-word. And
dangerous.
If those of us who are active in local politics are going to continue to participate, we can’t scare people from attending those meetings or for writing a column.
My wish is we could have a mission statement that guides us in understanding our
diversity, our opinions that might be other than each others and our realization that
sometimes we have to think out of a box to fix the box but we’re all tinkering with
the same box. In fact, we have an organization right in our backyard that has an
exemplary mission statement and I include it here with a wish that we could abide by
such a thing when we address our political lives together.
MBARI Values Statement: INNOVATION....We value asking the hard questions, posing new problems, taking risks, and accepting failure at times. LEADERSHIP. We will use our unique character and assets to set new directions....
INTEGRITY. We value excellence in the conduct of all activities at MBARI... We
will conduct all interactions, and implement all MBARI policies and procedures with
honesty, fairness, and consistency. FELLOWSHIP. Together, all staff will emphasize equality, teamwork, mutual respect, and good citizenship.
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Your Letters

Opinion

Ban Those Leaf Blowers
Editor:
The City Council is considering a proposal banning leaf blowers [Second Reading
March 4, 2020]. Noise pollution is more dangerous than we think. Six days a week we
are pummeled with loud and already illegal decibel levels of noise from leaf blowers
and other gas-powered tools. The landscape workers, of course, are worse off than the
residents. Many of the workers have little or no real protective equipment. The cacophony of irregular sound machines can strike at any time. And the collective noise level
in some neighborhoods can be painful to the ears.
The quality of life is greatly reduced by such constant sound-littering, according to
the Noise Pollution Clearinghouse. And scientists have begun to document the negative
effects of all this environmental man-made noise on non-human life. Bird and whale
migration and species reproduction are adversely affected.
I suppose someone should measure the man-made noise levels around the Butterfly
Sanctuary to determine whether a resident blowing leaves off his roof on Ridge Road
is damaging the monarchs too. The Pacific Grove Police Department enforces strict
regulations that prohibit the “molestation of butterflies.” The fine? $1,000.

The Marxist Messiah

Gary Karnes
Pacific Grove

Editor:

Democratic primary voters, please do not throw away your vote on multi-millionaire
Marxist Messiah hypocrite Bernie Sanders.
Vermont’s Senator Sanders would be a disaster as the Democratic Party’s presidential candidate in 2020, which would only assure a 2nd term for deranged Donald
Trump against all odds. We cannot afford to roll the dice in November. The political
stakes are far too high for that this year.
Are we American adults actually supposed to buy into Bernie’s B.S. that he
has supposedly turned over a new leaf and is now a so-called “democratic socialist,”
whatever that’s supposed to mean? The fact that revolutionary Marxist socialist Eugene
Debs is Bernie Sanders’ professed personal hero says otherwise, folks.
First and foremost, Sanders is now and always has been a Marxist socialist.
There is no question about it. Why do you think that foolish, far-Left communist
caricature publicly calls for revolution constantly? Bernie is no Michael Harrington,
that’s for sure. Sanders is a Marxist socialist of the old school, Soviet Stalinist variety.
If Sanders is really a “democratic socialist” as he falsely claims, then why
is there so much publicly available videotaped documentation of pro-Soviet Senator
Sanders proudly and passionately praising anti-American, totalitarian communist dictatorships? Would you care to answer that simple unavoidable question, Bernie Bros?
(No, I didn’t think so.)
As the vast majority of Americans over the age of 40 are already well aware,
the political label “democratic socialism” is basically nonsensical and is every bit the
contradiction in terms that the oxymoronic phrases “military intelligence,” “business
ethics” or “Stalinist variety” are. Socialism is NOT democratic! Get a clue, Bernie crew.
Socialism is now and has always been fundamentally anti-democratic. Read
Karl Marx sometime, if you don’t believe me. Bernie Sanders obviously has read and
worshipped Karl Marx extensively, which explains Sanders’ personal political history..
Jake Pickering
Arcata, CA, USA

California Law Allows Time Off to Vote
on Election Day

To help ensure voters can get to the polls on Election Day, March 3, 2020 California
law allows workers to take up to two hours off work to vote if they are unable to vote
during non-work hours.
“Californians should make a plan now for how they will cast a ballot on Election
Day,” Secretary of State Alex Padilla said. “Every registered voter has a right to cast
their ballot before the polls close. If you can’t make it to your polling place outside
of working hours, you have the right to take time off to vote, without a loss of pay.”
California Elections Code section 14000 allows workers up to two hours off to vote,
without a loss of pay, if they do not have enough time to do so during their non-work
hours. The law requires workers to notify their employers two working days before the
election if they need to take time off to vote.
Polling places are open between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.
Also, every California employer is required to post, in a visible location, a notice
informing employees of their rights at least 10 days before an election. The Secretary
of State’s office offers these free, print-ready notices in 10 languages at: http://www.
sos.ca.gov/elections/time-vote-notices/
Californians can also find early voting locations at CAEarlyVoting.sos.ca.gov.

Legal Notices
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20200255
The following person is doing business as THE JACANA GROUP, 105 LAGUNA PLACE, Salinas, CA
93908. Ben Nurse, 105 LAGUNA PLACE, Salinas,
CA 93908. This statement was filed with the Clerk
of Monterey County on January 29, 2020. Registrant
commenced to transact business under the fictitious
business name or name(s) listed above on October 20,
2007. Signed: Stephen L. Vagnini. This business is
conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 2/14,
2/21, 2/28, 3/6/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20200329
The following person is doing business as JADE
COAST CONSTRUCTION, 5 NW 4TH ON SANTA
RITA ST, Carmel, CA 93921. RICHARD CHARLES
BANJANIN, 5 NW 4TH ON SANTA RITA ST, Carmel, CA 93921. This statement was filed with the Clerk
of Monterey County on February 11, 2020. Registrant
commenced to transact business under the fictitious
business name or name(s) listed above on October 20,
2007. Signed: Stephen L. Vagnini. This business is
conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 2/14,
2/21, 2/28, 3/6/20
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION will hold a public hearing beginning at 9:00 am Wednesday, March 11, 2019 at the Hilton Scotts Valley, 6001 La Madrona Drive,
Scotts Valley CA, (415) 407-3211 (phone only in service during the meeting) and will act on the following
items of local interest:
Agenda Item Nos. W20c and W21a
Public hearing and potential California Coastal Commission action on two agenda items: 1) to recognize
the City’s acceptance of the Commission’s approval of LCP-3-PGR-18-0093-1 with modifications (resulting
in a complete certified LCP for the first time); and 2) to certify the City of Pacific Grove post-LCP certification map that depicts the areas within the City’s coastal zone subject to the Commission’s permit and
appeal jurisdiction after transfer of permit authority pursuant to LCP certification.
HEARING PROCEDURES:
To provide oral testimony to the Commission, you must be present at the hearing. Please complete a speaker slip
at the hearing location (available from Commission staff). Testimony may be limited to 3 minutes or less for each
speaker depending on the number of persons or groups wishing to be heard. At the beginning of the hearing, the
Chair of the Commission will describe the time limits for testimony that will apply.
WRITTEN MATERIALS:
To submit written materials for review by the Commission, either email (via CentralCoast@coastal.ca.gov) or
submit such materials to Commission staff no later than 5pm on the Friday before the hearing. (Staff will then
distribute your materials to the Commission.) Note that such materials received after this time will not be distributed to the Commission.
The staff report may be viewed on the Coastal Commission’s website under the March Hearing Agenda at https://
www.coastal.ca.gov/meetings/agenda/#/2020/3. Alternately, a copy of the staff report may be obtained from
the Commission’s Central Coastal District office at 725 Front Street, Suite 300, Santa Cruz, CA 95060, (831)
427-4863. Questions regarding this item may be directed to Brian O’Neill, Coastal Planner, at the Central Coast
District office.

Your Contribution
Poetry

Crossword Puzzle Solution
Peter Silzer
Themeless Puzzle on page 6

Marge Ann Jameson
Book Review
Entrepreneurship in India—
A Personal Journey in Fiction

Did you read and enjoy “The
Jewel in the Crown?” It’s about the
same period in history, but is not
nearly as personal as “The Henna
Artist.”
Her freshman novel will be
a hard one on which to improve.
Alka Joshi’s “The Henna Artist” is a
triumphant story about a young girl
searching to make a different kind of
life for herself in the tumultuous time
following India’s independence from
Britain, the 1950s.
In 1947, India was granted independence, ending the era we know
as the Raj.
India was building new infrastructure – schools, bridges, roads
and dams and more – as well as coping with the conflicts bteween Hindus
and Moslems. Cultural norms were
being rewritten too, and Lakshmi,
Joshi’s character, who is modeled on
Alka’s mother, was part of the vanguard. Lakshmi, a talented makeup
artist who painted on her clients with
henna, leaves family and home to go
Cover of “The Henna Artist,” ©2020 by Alka
to the city and attempt to establish a a
Joshi. Published by Mira under arrangement
new path that takes advantage of her
with Harlequin Books, ISBN-13: 978-0talents at the same time attempt to
7783-1020-4
meet society’s expectations of girls
like she was.
This thoroughly enjoyable and informative novel is a must-have for your historical
novel collection, and your library in general.
Alka’s mother had an arranged marriage in India when she was 18 and had three
children, including Alka, by the time she was 22 years old.
Alka was born in India but the family moved to America when Alka was 9. She also
credits her father’s stories of his rise from “humble villager to “globe-trotting engineer”
for much of the background and attitudes Alka employs in the book.
Alka has since visited India but makes her home now in Pacific Grove. She has a
successful marketing company and is locally active.
Alka explores some of the big differences between the Indian culture and our
own, including arranged marriages. She writes about the symbolism of henna designs
as painted on clients able to afford them.
Not only that, but she offers a glossary and recipes plus discussion questions
suitable for book clubs as appendices to the book.
There will be a book launch Tue., March 24, 2020, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM, at the
Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History, 165 Forest Ave. in Pacific Grove.

March 9 is International
Women’s Day
By Senator Bill Monning

During the fight for suffrage in the United States at the turn of the 20th Century,
Susan B. Anthony proclaimed that “organize, agitate, educate, must be our war cry!”
The same mantra continues to ring true nearly a century later as the struggle for women’s equality carries on.
The month of March is “Women’s History Month” and Monday, March 9 is “International Women’s Day,” and offer us the opportunity to acknowledge how far women
have come in the fight for equality and how far we still have to go.
Two decades into the 21st century, our state and country still face an uphill battle
in confronting and resolving the legacy of systemic barriers and injustices that women
face each and every day. Whether it be overt attacks on fundamental rights like access
to reproductive healthcare, or the less-visible, yet ubiquitous, gender pay gap, California
and the nation must do better.
On average, women in the American workforce make only 81% of what their
male equivalents earn in annual salary, and those statistics are even more disparate
for women of color. Only 6% of CEOs of Fortune 500 companies are women and, in
2018, nearly a quarter of public companies in California had no women on their board
of directors. Statistics like these, and the disproportionate number of women elected
to office in California, are prime examples of the types of barriers and inequities we
must continue to confront and change.
While the Legislature continues its work to pursue comprehensive new protections
against workplace harassment and retaliation; expand childcare funding and paid family leave; and ban discriminatory gender-based pricing, the most effective advocacy
and activism on women’s equality issues can, and should, take place right in our own
neighborhoods and communities.
One of my mentors and personal heroes, Dolores Huerta, blazed trails as a leader
and advocate in the labor movement and once said that “every moment is an organizing opportunity, every person a potential activist, every minute a chance to change the
world.” In that spirit, I encourage Californians who want a better future for all of us
to recognize that now is the time to elevate these issues and engage with our families,
neighbors, and elected officials to all become allies and activists in pursuing equality
for women in California, in our nation, and around the world.
For information on Women’s History Month and International Women’s Day, please
visit www.internationalwomensday.com.
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In Our Own Back Yard - Part 18

What Would Happen if This Happened to you?
Wanda Sue Parrott

Homeless in Paradise

is neighborhood safe
when folks sleep in sheds like this
sometimes on bare floors
are mattresses safe
if they’re shared with many folks
finding shelter here
hiding from the law
or seeking a better life
something’s got to change
Photos courtesy of Google Free Images.

Being a good neighbor isn’t always
easy. If it were, I wouldn’t have sent this
email to the candidates for the District 4
seat on the Monterey County Board of
Supervisors:
Dear Wendy Root Askew, Wini Chambliss, SteveMcShane and Alex Miller:
Hypothetical: Your next-door neighbor has built a bunch of five small sheds,
one of which forms a gray light-blocking
wall outside your windows. One is a
chicken coop that attracts huge flies, one
is 240 sq. ft., and the others are the size of
small tool sheds.
There is a frequent stream of people
coming after dark and leaving early, including women and young children. As
many as 14 cars were parked around his
property over the holidays.
During last week’s frigid weather, a
man was coughing so hard in one of the
Tuff-Shed size units that his gut-wrenching hacks woke you up.
These people all speak Spanish. You
do not. You are sympathetic to their cause
but also resent living next to filthy conditions and possible exposure to illness in
buildings you suspect are not up to code.
What would you do?
From single-family residential to
shanty town of sheds
This hypothetical describes my true
experience with a neighbor I’ll call Juan
Vecino. I’ve spoken in vain to him about
conditions as told from my side of the
fence.
I’ve lived for a decade behind Juan
Vecino.
Our backyards are separated by a
tall fence 40 inches from my windows,
through which bright sun illuminated the
kitchen and bedroom before his architectural additions began.

Would you want to live
by a chicken coop like this
when its full of hens
bird poop attracts flies
some as big as your own thumb
on warm summer days
		
if droppings pile up
		
vermin scavenge eggs and seeds
		
spread them in your yard

Triple haiku by Wanda Sue Parrott

I now face a light-blocking wall made
of weather-stained plywood.
How far does compassion stretch?
As a reporter, I’ve learned guests near
CVS Pharmacy dig holes to use as toilets
in a Monterey backyard. Juan Vecino’s
Seaside yard is paved, unplumbed and
often littered with empty beer cans. Is
he illegally renting space? Yo no se. . . I
don’t know.
Why do I not report my neighbor?
Because he’s a nice guy? That’s part of
it. Also, he’s struggling to make it, as are
the Spanish-speaking visitors I hear over
the backyard fence.
My compassion wears thin, however,
when Juan Vecino stuffs old, stained bedding in my recycle bin and fills my garbage
container with so much smelly waste that
it won’t empty when the truck lifts it on
trash collection day.
When I mentioned his use of my trash
containers, he claimed innocence.
I am confounded or dumfounded or
maybe both! Here’s why.

Speak up or shut up?

First architectural addition Juan Vecino made was a corrugated-plastic porch
roof under which a dismantled toilet bowl,
food freezer chest and dog supplies were
stored.
Then came erection of a 120-sq. ft.
shed from unpainted scraps of plywood
he partially covered with chicken wire
and tar paper. Atop the shed, Juan stacked
unsightly items including bike frames,
wheels, rakes, a red wagon, soccer balls
and enough junk to fill a Jackson Pollock
canvas.
Inside the shed, a budding-mariachi band rehearsed its loud music. Juan
expanded the structure to 240 sq. ft. and
someone who respectfully plays soft mariachi music on the radio now lives in it.

The hens aren’t noisy, but last week
on a freezing night the deep-throated
hacking of a very sick occupant of a TuffShed-sized-building awakened me at 1
a.m. What sounded at first like a barking
dog turned out, when I pressed my ear
against the fence, to be a human voice
that seemed to be rehearsing death rattles.
I needed to do something. But what?
City Hall and Candidates Respond
I went to a Seaside City Council
meeting and asked, “How many code
enforcement officers does the city have?”
City Manager Craig Malin said, “One
fulltime code enforcement officer, who
works overtime and weekends.”
Mayor Ian Oglesby added, “It’s
more work than one person can do. We’re
looking for ways to handle the hours. It’s
a budget issue.”
Filing a complaint would only worsen
the relationship with Juan Vecino, so I
opted to submit a hypothetical question
to supervisorial candidates, one of whom
will be elected on March 3 and inherit this
countywide problem.
Responses follow in the order gratefully
received:
Wini Chambliss: First, as a good
neighbor, I would reach out to the homeowner to have a conversation about my
concerns . . . the squalid conditions, the
number of people and cars at the residence
as well as city codes. . . I would ask if my
neighbor could curtail the activities and
clean up the property within a reasonable
timeframe. I would also provide a list of
resources that could assist the many individuals involved. If unsuccessful, I would
contact city officials. . . I understand the
financial plight of undocumented residents
as well as the value they add to this county
and would do all I could to assist them.
Wendy Root Askew: You describe a

heartbreaking scenario. It touches on two
of my main reasons for running to serve on
the County Board of Supervisors: Housing
for All and Public Safety. . . As Supervisor I will continue to proactively build
political and public support for policies
and programs that support our homeless
neighbors. . . I fought to establish Esperanza Care in Monterey County which has
expanded access to primary health care.
Our schools, as well, are now and must remain safe places for children and families.
Alex Miller: The first thing I would
do is to call a Spanish-speaking friend and
both of us would go over and talk to my
neighbor. As we talked, we would figure
out ways to solve some of the problems. I
would recommend the Clinica de Salud del
Valle de Salinas for healthcare and I would
be willing to chip in some money to build a
better chicken coop. Building relationships
would be the start to a conclusion of the
scenario you mentioned. One of the reasons I’m running for Supervisor is because
I know how to build relationships to solve
problems that our community faces. Thank
you for the opportunity to respond to your
scenario.
Steve McShane: No response was
received by submission deadline.
Is this what Governor Gavin Newsom
is facing as he declares war on California’s
housing crisis?
So, what would he do if this happened
to him?
This column appears weekly in the
Cedar Street Times, on line at www.cedarstreettimes.com .
Contact Wanda Sue Parrott, 831-8995887, amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com
Copyrighted 2020 by Wanda Sue
Parrott
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For those who
seek an exceptional life
Pebble Beach | Open Saturday 1-3pm

Carmel | Open Friday & Saturday 1-4pm

4113 Crest Road
THECRESTPB.COM
$1,100,000

Bill Bluhm 831.277.2782

Monterey | Open Sunday 1-4

Pebble Beach

89 Hacienda

1450 Susan Way

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210816
$540,000

ONEHOTHACIENDA.COM
$3,485,000

Joe Gallagher 831.917.1631

Sam Piffero 831.236.5389

Monterey

Carmel Valley | Open Sunday 2-4pm

Mid Century Modern

37 La Playa

The Feel of Provence

2300PRESCOTTAVEMONTEREY.COM
$865,000

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0475911
$795,000

29LOSROBLES.COM
$4,600,000

Joe Smith 831.238.1984

Cathy Schanderl 831.238.8311

Noel & Steve Beutel 831.915.0632

Monterey | Open Saturday 1-3pm

Carmel

Marina

238 Littleness Avenue

Luxury Living Condo

309 Whitney Place

MONIKACAMPBELL.COM
$699,000

167DELMESA.COM
$635,000

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210821
$584,000

Monika Campbell 831.917.8208

Patty Ross 831.236.4513

Piper Loomis 831.402.2884

MONTEREY PENINSULA BROKERAGES | SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/MONTEREY
© Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. All rights reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales
associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Equal Housing Opportunity.
DRE License Numbers for All Featured Agents: Agent DRE: Sam Piffero: 00690879 | Joe Gallagher: 01962982 | Cathy Schanderl: 01932512 | Patty Ross: 01468706 | Bill Bluhm: 01075634 | Joe Smith: 01335794 | Noel Beutel: 00816367 | Steve Beutel: 01215387 | Monika
Campbell: 01370848 | Piper Loomis: 01867933

