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Being the beautiful place that Pacific Grove is, it stands to reason that people have inhabited the area for generations.
It is likely that future public or private projects may uncover more Native American ancestral remains than have already been uncovered. The Federal government has set out suggestions for how this may be handled respectfully.
Sensitive treatment is vital.
A certificate of ownership for a plot in Pacific Grove’s El Carmelo Cemetery was deeded to the Ohlone/Coastanoan-Esselen Nation on March 7, 2018 to be reserved for the re-burial of pre-contact and early historic Native American remains
discovered within the jurisdictional limits of the City. A map of the area can be found on the City website (cityofpacificgrove.org) under the agenda for March 7, 2018, item 8A.
No contemporary remains may be buried in the ElCarmelo Plot.
On January 31, 2020, members of the tribe gathered to rebury ancestral remains which had been held at the Pacific
Grove Museum of Natural History. After blessing and spiritually cleansing visitors, tribal chairwoman Louise Ramirez (top
left) led a solemn ceremony. And the remains were reburied.
View a video of the event at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzCFNghyfzA

Youth Honored with Award Named After Him
Nathan Binder, center, with award, was honored as “an
incredible young man” by Al Siekert and Friends. Al
states that Binder does “three times” what anyone else
does to help in the efforts Al & Friends make to feed
the hungry every weekend at Window on the Bay.
“We feed people who are hungry,” said Al, “Not just
homeless.”
Binder, 15, goes to Pacific Grove High School.
Binder has been helping out for longer than a year,
beginning with serving food and cleaning the kitchen
where Al prepares the meals.
More photos can be seen on page 10.
Photos by Bob Pacelli.
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Joan Skillman

DINE OUT WITH FRIENDS
Wednesday, February 26th
Victorian Corner Restaurant

Skillshots

541 Lighthouse Avenue PG
372-4641

Victoriancornerpg.com
Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
8:00am -3:00pm • 5:00pm to 9:00pm

A portion of your check will be donated to
support the Pacific Grove Library
Sponsored by the Friends of Pacific Grove Library

PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE

1095

$

Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman
Hwy.
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents.
Week Ending Wednesday, February 5, 2020
Inches, as of 8 AM, 2/5/20: (drizzle)

0.01"

Current season's total since 7/1/19:

11.41"

Rain total one year ago to date:
12.35"
_______________________________________________
Previous Season--July 2018 through June 2019:

26"

Pacific Grove Rain Gauge
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Help Build a
Park!

Carr Lake Planting with
Big Sur Land Trust

Saturday, February 8, 2020

10 AM – 1 PM

Volunteers are invited to join Return
of the Natives as we create a park at Carr
Lake in Salinas. For decades, the Big Sur
Land Trust has been working to make this
vision come true and it is finally happening! Return of the Natives will be providing native plants to set the park foundation.
Everyone is welcome! A great family
activity that is FREE. Tools, water, and
snacks provided. Earn community service hours and mingle with like-minded
servers.
Directions: Head Northwest form
Carr Lake Community Day School On
Sherwood Dr. make a right on La Posada
Way right before the Rodeo Market and an
immediate right onto La Posada Dr.
If coming from Natividad Medical
Center, turn left on Natividad Rd. then left
on La Posada Way and an immediate right
on La Posada Dr.
Keep an eye out for blue “Return of
the Natives” Event signs for guidance to
our event parking space.
For more information go to our
website: https://csumb.edu/ron or call/
email Eessa Vanderspek @ 582-3686 or
evanderspek@csumb.edu.
*Volunteer groups of 10 or more
please RSVP.
Weather Policy: The event will be
postponed only if it is raining hard on the
day of the event. Event postponement will
be posted on our website https://csumb.
edu/ron, our Facebook page Return of
the Natives, and a voicemail recording on
the 582-3686 line by 8:30am on the day
of the event.

Call us at 831-324-4742
for calendar, advertising,
and legal publication needs.
Your news and opinions are always welcome.

Dan Bohrman

Spotlight

Wildlife Spotlight

White-Crowned Sparrow

by Dan Bohrman

Zonotrichia leucophrys

White-Crowned Sparrows are small songbirds found
throughout North America. Their appearance and
plumage varies by location, with birds’ beaks ranging in
color from pink to orange depending on how far north
they are. White-Crowned Sparrows forage in large
flocks for plant matter and insects, sometimes alongside
other species of sparrow.
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Demi Rinpoche To Present
Weekend Teaching

Join Demo Rinpoche for a weekend teaching focused on how we can bring love,
compassion and understanding into our lives, for ourselves as well as all we meet.
Based on poetic and insightful teachings by Je Tsongkhapa, a great 14th century master revered by all Tibetan Buddhist traditions, Rinpoche will introduce us to the three
essential aspects of Buddha’s path that help to shift how we experience and engage
in our everyday life.
Demo Rinpoche entered Drepung Loseling Monastery in Mundgod at the age of
five and officially joined the monastery in 1987, where he spent nearly 30 years of uninterrupted education in meditation, debate, memorization, philosophy, and composition
under the Dalai Lama’s direct supervision. After completing his studies at Drepung,
Rinpoche received the highest monastic degree of Geshe Lharampa from Gelugpa
University in India in 2011. He continued his studies at Gyume Tantric College and
was a visiting scholar under the auspices of the Dalai Lama at Sera College of Higher
Tibetan Studies in Dharamsala. At the request of Gelek Rimpoche, Demo Rinpoche
came to the United States, where he received his master’s degree in inter-religious engagement from Union Theological Seminary in New York City in 2018. Currently based
in Ann Arbor, Michigan, he serves as the Resident Spiritual Advisor at Jewel Heart.

Water Management District
and Cal-AmPromote
“Fix-A-Leak Week”

Residents and businesses can save up to
10,000 Gallons in 10 Minutes!
The Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (MPWMD) and California
American Water (Cal Am) are hoping residents and businesses can spare 10 minutes
of their time to save up to 10,000 gallons of water during Fix a Leak Week March 16
through March 22, 2020. The week, promoted nationally through the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), takes on an even greater significance locally as continued
water conservation is needed despite the winter’s recent rains.

DATES/TIMES: Friday through Sunday, March 13 - 15, 2020
Friday, March 13, 7:00 - 9:00pm
Saturday, March 14, 10:00am - 12:00pm, 2:00 - 5:00pm
Sunday, March 15, 10:00am - 1:00pm
VENUE:
Asilomar Hotel
800 Asilomar Ave.
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
Phone: (888) 635-5310
Important note for your planning:
Program registrants are welcome to commute daily or separately arrange their individual lodgingreservations with Alisomar. Program cost differs between commuters
and hotel guests.
COST:
$156 for Commuters
$120 for those lodging at Asilomar Hotel
To Register for the program, visit Jewel Heart website at jewelheart.org.
To Reserve Lodging,at Alisomar Hotel, vist their website at https://www.visitasilomar.
com/
or call 888 635 5310.
For program questions, contact programs@jewelheart.org. or northernca@jewelheart.org.

United Way Monterey County Offers
Free Tax Preparation Services
throughout Monterey County

United Way Monterey County
(UWMC) launched its Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance (VITA) service on Saturday, February 1, 2020. The service will
be offered through Wednesday, April 15,
2020 at 11 locations throughout Monterey
County.
VITA provides free tax preparation
services – both federal and state – for
anyone who made less than $56,000 in
2019. The goal of VITA is to ensure that
working people obtain all the tax credits
and refunds they are due without having
to pay fees. In 2019, UWMC’s VITA service completed 2,741 tax returns, totaling
nearly $4.4 million in refunds.
UWMC recruits and trains community volunteers to receive IRS tax certification. These volunteers staff VITA sites
to assist residents with program eligibility
and determine whether filers qualify for
tax credits such as EITC and Young Child
Tax Credit.
The Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC) or Earned Income Credit (EIC)
is a benefit for working people with low
to moderate income. CalEITC is a cash
back tax credit that puts money back
into the pockets of California’s working
families and individuals. IRS estimates
that $21,166,750 in EITC payments goes
unclaimed in Monterey County each year.

The Young Child Tax Credit was introduced in tax year 2019. If you qualify
for CalEITC and have a child under the age
of 6 as of the end of the tax year, you may
qualify for up to $1,000 through this credit.
“Even if you don’t owe any tax, we
encourage you to file a tax return and claim
the EITC. This is money you can use for
groceries, rent, utilities or emergencies,”
said Katy Castagna, President and CEO,
United Way Monterey County.
VITA is offered in partnership with
the IRS, Monterey Peninsula Foundation,
State of California, United Ways of California, and private and corporate donors.
To learn more about VITA or to find
a neighborhood site, visit http://www.
unitedwaymcca.org/freetaxprep, dial 211,
or text the word “mcfreetaxprep” to 898211. Taxpayers are also eligible to use our
free software at www.MyFreeTaxes.org.
About United Way. UWMC fights
for the financial stability of families
throughout Monterey County with a focus
on access to affordable, quality child care
and housing. In addition, United Way
provides a portfolio of financial support
services and connections to help families
become self-sufficient. Family financial
stability boosts student performance,
increases residents’ safety and health outcomes and helps our local economy grow.

Call us at 831-324-4742
for calendar, advertising,
and legal publication needs.
Your news and opinions are always welcome.

This year, the Water Management
District will be teaming up with California
American Water to host a Leak Detection
Workshop as well as appear at three of the
local farmer’s markets to distribute free
leak detection kits as well as other water
saving devices and fixtures.
‘While water conservation and waste
should always be on our minds, this week
is really focused on fixing leaks around
your home or business,” said Stephanie
Kister Campbell, MPWMD Conservation
Analyst. “If someone has 10 minutes to

perform a couple of easy inspections, they
can potentially save up to 10,000 gallons
of water!”
Leaks typically occur after the cold
winter weather contracts and sometimes
freezes pipes and fixture couplings and
when sudden hot weather expands them.
Irrigation systems and plumbing are the
main culprits with toilets as the number
one source of leaks in the home or business.

Monday March 16: Pacific Grove
Farmer’s Market • 3pm-6pm • Grand and
Central Ave • Pacific Grove

Friday March 20: MPC Farmer’s Market
•10am-2pm •MPC Parking Lot, 820 Fremont St. • Monterey

Tuesday March 17: Old Monterey Farmer’s Market • 4pm-7pm • Alvarado St. •
Monterey

For more information call (831) 658-5601
or visit www.montereywaterinfo.org

Tuesday March 17: Leak Detection
Workshop • Cal Am Offices •6pm-8pm
511 Forest Lodge Rd. • Pacific Grove
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Giving a Second Chance to the Cherry Chair...and More
Marty Dunn
Rovin’ in the Grove

Maybe you’ve noticed this
forlorn looking chair in front of Second Chance Thrift Store (SCTS) on
Lighthouse. It used to have a twin
next to it, but now it stands alone. It’s
become kind of a checkpoint for me
on my way into or home from Monterey. It looks so lonesome without
its mate, and after all these months,
no one has bought it.
Since I’m rather a sentimental
sort, I finally decided to investigate,
to delve deep into why this chair, in
all its cherry-upholstered innocence,
has been shunned. I combined my investigation with dropping off a couple of donations at the store (where
I have previously both donated and
purchased), and, as luck would have
it, the manager, Michele Casey, was
in and able to chat with me.
First things first: the chair has
not been ignored. In fact, it is no
longer for sale; its rather iconic self
is used daily by Second Chance staff
on their breaks. And its mate is elsewhere in the store. Whew! I can check that off my
worry list.
Michele then began to fill me in about the store, opened in 2012. It is the newer of
two SCTS locations; the other, begun in 2006, is in Seaside. Both properties are leased.
The purpose of both businesses is A) to train residents of The Bridge program in retail,
and B) to generate income for the program. Donors from the community bring their
usable goods to the store where they are sorted, priced and then put out on the floor. If
a person has a lot to donate, SCTS can usually make a pick-up. Since SCTS is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit, all gifts are tax-deductible.
The residents of The Bridge are people age 18 to 55+ who have struggled with
addiction and are motivated to rid themselves of their destructive habits. They have
to commit to Phase One, a one-year residential program based out of Calvary Church
Monterey. There is a $500 initiation fee (though no one who qualifies will be turned

Aunt Randi Cartoon

Commissions gladly accepted!
randibeer47@icloud.com
818-687-5444

away due to lack of funds). Currently, there are 22 beds for men and six for women.
Residents are required to work at SCTS or in The Bridge’s culinary or janitorial program.
Sunday church attendance at Calvary and internal support meetings are mandated. Michele explained the overall plan as ‘‘a different kind of change,’’ one that might finally
work for people who have not been successful in other rehab facilities.
Once a resident ‘’graduates,’’ s/he has the option to enter the Second Phase, where
they can live within the facility but take outside jobs. Most of the people in The Bridge
are part of Phase One, and about 65% of those who complete that year stay clean and
sober. The facility, says Michele, who with her husband, Executive Director Michael
Casey, lives on site at their women’s location, is ‘‘like having a houseful of teens,’’
but the atmosphere is positive. There is frequent contact with law enforcement, often
because the police make referrals to The Bridge. Notes Michele, “Everyone wants to
find a solution to the huge issue of addiction.’’
Each of the three vocational paths—retail, janitorial, culinary— offers job and,
perhaps more importantly, life skills training that is transferable to life in ‘‘the real
world.” The church is maintained by those pursuing the janitorial path; participants
learn about all aspects of keeping public places clean and running smoothly. It is a lot
more involved than simply keeping things tidy.
Culinary skills begin at The Grille at Calvary with the creation of a gourmet brunch
every Sunday as well as prepping dinner six nights a week for the male Bridge residents. Word of the quality and reliability of The Grille has led to some plum private
and community catering contracts, (though they are not currently doing offsite jobs
while they revamp their culinary program).
There is no government funding for The Bridge. Besides the income from the
residents’ fees, the two stores, and the catering and janitorial services, The Bridge
survives on their annual dinner and auction fund-raiser, the generosity of financial
donors, and the ‘‘amazing volunteers with their many, many hands doing many, many
things.’’ The Bridge’s administration includes a minimal salaried staff, and the two
stores pay a small core of residents for their work.
There are more requests for help than there is ability to provide it, but The Bridge is
inspiring other communities to create similar programs. A Bridge Restoration Ministry
just opened in Napa, and a group in Salinas is checking into a similar program. It is
tried-and-true in our community; the hope is that such help will go forth and multiply
for the good of us all.
Perhaps an analogy: The cherry chair is a bit frayed, but it still fills a need.

Letters to the Editor

Cedar Street Times welcomes letters to the editor up to 225
words. Also welcome are guest commentaries on timely, local topics up to 750 words. Letters and commentaries may be edited for
grammar, spelling and content, and the editor reserves the right to
refuse publication of any submission. All submissions must include
name, address and phone number. We will not print letters which
slander or libel or make statements which we know to be untrue.
E-mail: editor@cedarstreettimes.com
Mail: Letters to the Editor,
306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950
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Webster Slate
Cop Log

Crossword Puzzle
Peter Silzer

Presidential Preferences

Solution is on page 14

Across
1
Sail support
5
Shopping center
9
Molt
13 Taiwanese PC maker
14 Inter __ (among others)
15 Vivacious
16 Canadian 1st nation group
17 “Clumsy me!”
18 Constructs
19 *Conductor von Karajan’s vacuum? (2 wds)
22 China’s Chou En-__
23 Spain’s longest river
24 Take up or let down, for example
27 P-U connection
29 Requirement
33 Singer Zadora
34 Bangkok native
36 Hands on hips
38 Psychologist Maslow’s town car?
(2 wds)
41 Ameche’s “Cocoon” co-star
42 Poetic cows
43 Juan’s uncle
44 Let up
45 Sound of amazement
47 Spew out
49 Castle defense
51 “So that’s it!”
52 Singer Guthrie’s racket? (2 wds)
59 Softly, musically
60 Local and national weather org.
61 Like a bad alibi
62 Record data
63 Wine bottle stopper
64 Jake Shimabukuro’s strings
65 Deep-six or discard
66 Ultimatum ender
67 Corrals

Down
1
Speed-of-sound ratio
2
Agriculture measure
3
Clairvoyant
4
Upper clef
5
New Zealand native
6
Scads (2 wds)
7
“My __ are sealed”
8
Mascara target
9
Russian Orthodox language
10 It’s a snap in the NFL
11 The last word in fairy tales?
12 __ Moines, IA
15 Latin lover’s love
20 Course, as humor
21 Come by or come into
24 Lickety-split
25 Only inanimate zodiac sign
26 Tropical tubers
27 Cable TV coding syst.
28 Takes a chance
30 Ham it up on stage
31 Koranic Satan
32 First words in many prohibitions
(2 wds)
35 Plane place
37 Some Silkies socks
39 Clownfish hideouts
40 It may be glossed over
46 “Right now!” (2 wds)
48 Pollster George
50 Air freshener target
51 Up and about
52 Heavy drinker
53 Granola grains
54 Major NZ export
55 WHO concern of 2002
56 Sushi bar liquor
57 Usually a bad sign?
58 Untouchable Eliot
59 Teacher’s favorite

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20192646
The following person is doing business as YORO
YOGA, 590 Spencer St. Apt B, Monterey, Monterey
County, CA 93940. REBEKAH CHRISTINE YORO,
90 Spencer St. Apt B, Monterey, CA 93940. This
statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on 12/20/19. Registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or name(s)
listed above on N/A Signed: Rebekah Yoro. This business is conducted by an individual. Publication dates:
1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20200143
The following person is doing business as CENTERLINE CONSTRUCTION, 920 RUTH COURT, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. MONTY JAMES EVERETT,
920 RUTH COURT, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. This
statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on January 16, 2020. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name or
name(s) listed above on 12/31/19. Signed: Stephen L.
Vagnini. This business is conducted by an individual.
Publication dates: 1/24, 1/31, 2/7, 2/13

Set of
VINTAGE

LIVING
ROOM
FURNITURE

Authentic Rattan
$3000 OBO

Call Larry
831-915-1245
Legal Notices
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20192655
The following person is doing business as LUCY’S
ON LIGHTHOUSE, 1120 LIGHTHOUSE AVENUE,
Pacific Grove, Monterey County, CA 93950. LUCY’S
ON LIGHTHOUSE, LLC, 1120 LIGHTHOUSE AVENUE, Pacific Grove, CA 93950.. This statement was
filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on December
26, 2019. Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed
above on 12/12/19. Signed: Tamie Aceves, Member.
This business is conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20200056
The following person is doing business as BONNIE
BAKES COOKIES, 829 GROVE ACRE AVE, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. BONNIE MAUREEN BRIEN,
829 GROVE ACRE AVE, Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey
County on January 8, 2020. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name
or name(s) listed above on 1/8/20. Signed: Stephen L.
Vagnini. This business is conducted by an individual.
Publication dates: 1/17, 1/24, 1/31, 2/7/20
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Death of Butterfly Activist in Mexico
Thought to be Murder

DA Borer of Pacific Grove brought
our attention to a story by Madeline
Holcombe and Helena DeMoura of CNN
concerning the death of a butterfly activist
in Mexico. Suspicions surround the death
and point at illegal lumber harvesters who
operate in the area of monarch butterfly
habitats in Mexico.
Homero Gomez Gonzalez, 55, had
been reported missing since January 13.
He was found in Ocampo, Michoacán
state. Mexico President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador was quoted in the CNN
story calling Gomez’s death “lamentable
and painful” and vowed to continue to
fight criminal groups believed to be behind his disappearance and death.
“Gomez’s body was found with a
Homero Gomez Gonzalez
head injury and he died of drowning. His
body was found in a retention pond,” according to the story.
An official autopsy will be released at a later date
Mexico’s State Commission for Human Rights said they believe Gomez, known
as the “Defender of the Monarch Butterfly,” might have come into conflict with illegal
loggers while carrying out his conservation work.
The World Wildlife Fund reported “The latest survey of monarch butterfly habitat
in Mexico is a testament to the power of conservation. The area of forest occupied by
hibernating monarch butterflies in Mexico has increased by 144% in relation to last
year’s survey -- the biggest growth in the past 12 years.”Gomez would post videos
of himself with the thousands of monarch butterflies in the sanctuary he created, El
Rosario Sanctuary in Ocampo.
Videos reports on the endangered butterfly status by Gomez may be found on
You Tube.

Monterey Bay Half Marathon
Launches Ambassador
Program for 2020 Race

Applications are now being accepted for
the race’s inaugural ambassador team

The Big Sur Marathon Foundation is launching their first-ever Ambassador Program for the Monterey Bay Half Marathon, recently named the “Best Half Marathon
in California” by RaceRaves. The organization is seeking enthusiastic runners who
are familiar with or excited about promoting the 2020 Monterey Bay Half Marathon
and who identify with their nonprofit mission to “create beautiful running events that
promote health and benefit our community.” Applications are being accepted now
through February 14, 2020.
Selected ambassadors will help cultivate community around the Monterey Bay
Half Marathon brand through a number of efforts, including utilizing social media and
hosting community events. The nonprofit organization is seeking individuals to perpetuate a positive, inclusive, inspiring culture and help sustain race registration goals.
Last summer, the organization launched its inaugural Ambassador Program for its
flagship race, the Big Sur International Marathon, to an overwhelming response. The
Big Sur Marathon Foundation aims to build upon the existing program’s successes with
the advent of the Monterey Bay Half Marathon Program.
“As a nonprofit race organization, we’re always looking for ways to extend our
local impact to the running community at large,” said Hillary Fujii, Marketing and
Communications Manager for the Big Sur Marathon Foundation. “We’ve really enjoyed
watching our Big Sur Ambassadors interact with and build upon our community of engaged, inspiring runners, and we can’t wait to cultivate that same sense of camaraderie
among our Monterey Bay Half Marathon fans.”
Individuals with strong demonstrable skills in one or more of the following areas
are encouraged to apply: social media/blogging, content creation (video/photo), community outreach, group recruitment, involvement in running clubs or other health-focused
social groups. All applicants must be able to commit to active participation from March
1, 2020 to January 31, 2021 and be available to attend the 2020 Monterey Bay Half
Marathon on November 15, 2020.
Big Sur Marathon Ambassadors will receive a number of year-round benefits,
including:
•
Free entry into the 2020 Monterey Bay Half Marathon on November 15
• Invitation to the Friday night kick-off reception
• Monterey Bay Half Marathon swag mailed periodically during your term
• Sponsor gifts
• Social media exposure on Monterey Bay Half Marathon channels
Ambassadors will not receive a discount code for promotional purposes based
on the marketing guidelines of the organization. Instead, Ambassadors will receive a
unique referral link. Performance will also be evaluated based on visibility in their
communities, both digital and physical, as well as quality of work and time committed.
To apply, visit the “Ambassador Program” page on montereybayhalfmarathon.org
and fill out the 2020 Monterey Bay Half Marathon Ambassador Application by February
14. Ambassadors will be selected and notified via email on February 21 if accepted.
For more information, please visit: https://www.montereybayhalfmarathon.org/
ambassador-program/
About the Big Sur Marathon Foundation
The Big Sur Marathon Foundation is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to
create beautiful running events that promote health and benefit the community. Under
the brand are three individual race weekends: Big Sur International Marathon in April,
Run in the Name of Love 5K and 2K in June, and the Monterey Bay Half Marathon,
5K and 3K in November. In addition, the Foundation oversees the award-winning JUST
RUN® youth fitness program. www.bsim.org #bigsurmarathon
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Jane Roland

Random Thoughts

The Odd Couple

Long before anyone heard of the odd couple there were two gentlemen from
Massachusetts. Nicholas Richardson (a cousin of Sir Ralph) hailed from England
and was married to my aunt...Percival Chittenden, his best friend, was a New
Englander through and through. The former was slight and serious, a little grey, the
latter round, pink and beaming. They wore hats, carried canes, and dressed in rumpled tweeds or flannels. They were my Prince Charmings and I awaited their yearly
visit with anticipation...
I first knew Uncle Nick when we lived on Governor’s Island in the New York
Harbor when he and Aunt Harriett came to visit. Perce (Uncle Percy); and his wife
were frequent houseguests. When the women died, the gentlemen traveled together.
Nicholas had a wry sense of humor, rather naughty for the times, generally involving the digestive tract, which made his rather dour countenance erupt with joy. Uncle Percy was a child’s delight. When they came for an annual visit, I often feigned
illness, just to be at home with my adored adopted relatives. When I took to my bed
the uncles would hover. If I had a particularly favorite book, they would toddle off
to the bookstore to purchase stacks of Bobbsey Twins or Nancy Drew. Beaming
they would stand over my bed to present their gifts, the Magi of my life.
Uncle Percy and I took little treks, which often involved food. We lived downtown, a few blocks from the University of Arizona whose environs displayed many
quaint dining spots
Our favorite was the University drug store where we would feast on our favorite, an ice cream soda; Uncle Percy christened a “choc-van” as we loved a combination of the two flavors. He would buy me stacks of movie magazines and we would
wend our way home.
The two old men adored our animals, a wire haired terrier, Pat and Scottie,
Duke, and an assortment of cats. We often took walks; the dog leashes on one arm,
the canes swinging from another, a little girl skipping behind... Unfortunately Pat
enjoyed running and unexpectedly he would bolt and head down the street with one
of the old men in hot pursuit.
When they were back home I would receive communications weekly, from
Uncle Nick, typed rather terse notes talking about his performances in the chamber
music society for which he played the violin. Percy would send postcards, hand
written and embellished with quaint little pictures. He would talk of squirrels he saw
or other fanciful tales. He died when I was 13, a tragic day. Uncle Nicholas lived for
many years more and I received gifts from him purchased by a buyer from Jordan
Marsh. In retrospect I realize they were equal in affection for the lonely child, just
different in their ability to demonstrate.
Many years later, I was 36 and going through a painful divorce. One of my
best friends was into fortune telling and psychic phenomenon. She convinced me
to join her at a performance by a mind reader. It was a large audience and we had
no opportunity (and I no desire) to speak to the woman. She asked each member
to think of someone dear to their heart...I sat there and, suddenly, I thought of my
friend from the past (where it came from I have no idea). The lights dimmed, it was
very quiet...suddenly Psychic Dora started calling out names and said there is someone in the middle of the tenth row “Percy has sent you a message. He wants you to
know that he will always be an angel on your shoulder.” The lights went up.
This past weekend was the Super Bowl As I mentioned previously we eschew
large parties. If even a few people are not interested in the game and insist on chatting it ruins it for everyone who is attempting to enjoy the game. So we had a couple of like-minded friends in to enjoy the event. Needless to say, we all rooted for
the Niners.It appeared that our boys would pull it off, but they did not and we were
disappointed. However, the Chiefs have been a favorite team so we were happy for
them and Andy Reid. Perhaps next year.
Jane Roland – gcr770@aol.com....649-0657

Journey into Steinbeck’s California with
Carmel Foundation

The Carmel Foundation Presents,
“A Journey into Steinbeck’s California” with Professor and Author Susan
Shillinglaw
Carmel, CA, (February 19, 2020)
Join noted author and Steinbeck
expert Susan Shillinglaw as she takes us
on a journey into John Steinbeck’s life
and landscapes, showing how California
ecology influenced his creative process
and how, in turn, his legacy has influenced contemporary California. This
presentation, based on the author’s book
of the same name, will focus on Steinbeck’s ties to Carmel and Big Sur and
will, in addition, cover Professor Shillinglaw’s in depth analysis of Steinbeck’s
landscapes and ecological vision.
Details:
· Wednesday, February 19, 2020,
2:30pm-4:00pm
· The Carmel Foundation’s Diment
Hall - SE Corner 8th & Lincoln,
Carmel
· 	 This presentation is free and open to
the public
· Space is limited to 100
For more information, please

contact Leticia Garcia at 620.8705 or
lgarcia@carmelfoundation.org
The Carmel Foundation hosts
weekly Wednesday Programs- a lecture,
entertainment, or educational presentation such as a Cooking Demo with Myra
Goodman, Monterey’s La Merienda Celebration or a monthly Wellness Series
with VNA & Hospice.
About The Carmel Foundation
The Carmel Foundation is an
organization that serves members 55
and better in the Monterey County area
and beyond. The Foundation is located
in Carmel on the southeast Corner of
8th and Lincoln. The Carmel Foundation gives seniors an opportunity to live
productive, enriching lives by offering
a luncheon program, homebound meal
delivery, free medical equipment loans,
in-home services and respite grants, free
lending library, Saturday movie, Technology Center, low-income housing, and
more than 60 classes and activities each
week. For more information, contact
Kimberly Willison, Director of Development at kwillison@carmelfoundation.
org, www.carmelfoundation.org, or
831.620.8701.
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Rudy Fischer

The Big Picture

Are Things Getting Better or
Worse? – The Long View
In my articles over the last few weeks I have written about how things
have gotten better over the last 55 years, but let’s also look at the long view
of the last several hundred years. I want to take us back to 1800; not to be
arbitrary, but that is when the population finally reached 1 billion people and
things started to really rock for us humans.

Worker housing in London in the 1800s.
It took us hundreds of thousands of years to get to a population of 1
billion people, and yet in just 220 years we have reached a global population
of 7.5 billion people. So how did that happen? One way is that we stopped
dying in the numbers we used to. We learned how to treat illness better,
improved sanitation, and developed medical technology. We also did a lot of
other things to make our lives more interesting and bearable; and I want to
review those developments.
In 1800 about 90% of people (according to Our World in Data) lived in
extreme poverty – struggling just to make a living day to day. Only a small
group of people (mostly in Europe, China, and royalty elsewhere) lived
comfortably - well fed and well clothed. By 2015 only 10% of the world’s
population still lived in extreme poverty, and that continues to decline. Those
intervening years saw an increase in agricultural productivity, the start of
manufacturing of goods, and the provision of services, improvement in
sanitation and health care, and an understanding of food safety. At the same
time, the hours we needed to work to get what we needed in order to live fell
dramatically.
In the early 1800s only about 10% of the world’s people were literate. By
1930 that number had risen to one third - and now over 85% are. According
to the World Atlas, there are some countries where 95% of the population is
literate. Those people are able to read, write, and calculate the price of goods.
They are also able to follow what is happening in politics, science, technology, and medicine. How many of you read the end of the year summaries of
what is good for you or what is bad for you and acted on that information?
How many of you went to college and read about the discoveries others made
in the past so that you didn’t have to discover those things all over again?
Remember, that didn’t happen in 1800 – and only for a small percent of the
population in even 1930.
But it may be in health standards that we have made the most progress.
Populations grow because of a high fertility rate and a lower mortality rate.
Even if a society has high fertility (lots of children), if it has a high mortality
rate it will not grow – or will only grow slowly. In 1800 about 43% of children died before they turned five. That is why in the past families would have
5 or 6 children (and often many more) so that some would survive to take care
of them when they became old. But so many children died before becoming
adults that the population rose only slowly.
Now that more and more children live far longer than in the past (and
reach adulthood) we are seeing that women have fewer children overall, and
as a result, in many countries around the world population growth exploded –
though that now seems to be slowing.
In the 1800s London was already a large and vibrant city of over 1 million people, but the city had grown so rapidly that the building of the infrastructure of sewer and water lines had not been able to keep up. In addition,
many of its residents lived in extreme poverty and were crammed closely
together. Because of spoiled food, bad water, malnutrition, exposure to the
cold, untreated injuries, and contagious diseases; life was a misery. It was the
perfect environment for disease transmission – and that is exactly what happened. Between 1832 and 1866 four major outbreaks of cholera killed tens of
thousands of people.
Nor was the rest of Europe spared. Bubonic plague would occasional
arise in Europe and kill up to one third of the population. The Chapel Bridge
in Lucerne has one hundred or more paintings of life in past centuries on the
inside of its roof, and all of them contain a skeleton or some kind of allusion
to death. It was that common in earlier days.
Are Things Getting Better or Worse? – World Health Care

Your Letters

Opinion

Subject: response to the letter in the
1/31-2/7 issue by frank gaffers “pickle
ball has gotten out of control”

I totally agree with Frank Gaffers (1/31-2/7 issue) letter “pickle ball has gotten
out of control” at the Morris Dill courts. His arguments against “pickle ball,” actually
spelled “pickleball” by our neighborhood enemies, those old and annoying senior citizen
pickle ball playing culprits, is beyond dispute. Since the tennis courts are called tennis
courts, duh, why would anyone be legally allowed to play anything but tennis that is
rarely played on the courts anyway? This is an outrage! We should all be especially
concerned that Mr. Gaffer’s dog and other dogs in the neighborhood are bothered by the
incessant racket (get it?) That terrorizes the neighborhood. Indeed, we can be confident
that Mr. Gaffer has done enough scientific research that proves the following, among
other truths about the damage that pickle ball is doing to neighborhoods:
@ Pets are disturbed and needing psychiatric treatment from the incessant noise
of pickle ball rackets and players shouting (which tennis players never do).
@ Resident gardeners are being emotionally disturbed and cannot tend their gardens.
@ Residents are having trouble sleeping at night (even though the posted pickle
ball hours are 9:00 a.M. To 5:00 p.M. On Tuesdays, Thursdays and, god forbid, Saturday.) These pickle ball infidels are sneaking onto the courts and playing pickle ball
in the dark. This must stop!
@ The incessant noise from the evil pickle ball rackets on 1/30/20 reached such a
devilish level that the natural frequency of the racket noise equaled the same frequency
as the nearby brick house, which caused the bricks to fall onto the cars below it. Indeed,
whole neighborhoods around the country are being destroyed by pickle ball players!
These vibrations also may be causing all the earthquakes in California! Some people
are saying that pickle ball players are also responsible for the coronavirus outbreak.
This has to end.
As Mr. Gaffers so accurately states, why does the town permit this? Beats me,
as senior s are old and should be sedentary, and we need to make sure they stay that
way. These rogue senior citizens apparently have nothing better to do than to annoy
us with this senseless pickle ball game. Everyone knows that seniors should behave
themselves by stop running around, act their age, and should instead only hang out at
the Sally Griffin Center for seniors, where seniors belong.
Another problem is that with more pickle ball players, there are more tennis players
showing up, compounding the problem. This must stop!
As Mr. Gaffers so aptly stated, why does the town give in to these people? Pickleball has gotten out of control. We must act to take our town back!
Michael Kennedy
Monterey
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Your Letters

Your Letters

“Bernie The Commie”

Joy Colangelo needs more Information

Opinion

Opinion

Editor:

Editor:

Bernie Sanders is on the record, but even more importantly on videotape (from
August 8, 1985 and June 13, 1988) uncritically publicly praising the so-called virtues
of communist dictatorships in Cuba under Fidel Castro, in Nicaragua under Daniel
Ortega, and in the Soviet Union under totalitarian tyranny.
Sanders and his second wife Jane spent their 1988 marital honeymoon in the Soviet
Union. Why would Bernie Sanders, of all places on this planet, actually voluntarily
pick the Soviet Union as the destination for their honeymoon? (Were all of the available hotel rooms in Cuba, Nicaragua, and North Korea already booked in 1988?)
From the numerous communal kibbutzim in Israel that Bernie Sanders could have
chosen from in 1963, why would Sanders have voluntarily joined Kibbutz Sha’ar
Ha’amakim whose founder Aharon Cohen was convicted of spying for the Soviet
Union?
According to the Feb. 9, 2016 edition of The Times of Israel, “The kibbutz belonged to
the Israeli political party Mapam, which in the 1950s had been a communist, Soviet-affiliated faction. Kibbutz members had admired Joseph Stalin until his death, and they
would celebrate May Day with red flags.”
If Sanders were to ever publicly disclose the truth about his prior political activities,
that’s the day those much-heralded tens-of-millions of dollars in donations will cease.
These days, your favorite so-called democratic socialist Senator Sanders prefers flying
on his personal private jet plane to sitting with us commoners in coach. Joe Biden
still rides Amtrak, from what I’ve heard. And I thought Biden was supposed to be the
elitist, Bernie?
This might explain why Sanders vehemently refused to disclose any of his tax returns
until April of 2019, when Senator Sanders finally had to admit that he has been a member of the top 1% of Americans economically all along, while publicly, dishonestly
pretending to be otherwise.
Sincerely,
Jake Pickering
Arcata, CA

Republicans should impeach this
psychopath
Editor:

All the members of this current presidential administration and all the Republican
representatives are shaking in their Gucci’s.
Will they continue to support this Loose Cannon President, or will they do what they
are supposed to do and protect democracy and the people of this country by starting
to tell the truth and follow the rules and laws of a democracy?
If they do, then the Democratic Congress should excuse their past mistakes of idolatry and give the Republicans a chance to do the right thing, put away their egos and
their political dogma and become good American citizens and impeach this arrogant, greedy, psychopath! Otherwise, these Republicans will go down in history for
destroying the American dream of freedom, tolerance and dignity!
John Bassett McCleary
Pacific Grove
Author, The Hippie Dictionary

Joy Colangelo in her Redesign for Pacific Grove, January 24 “recommends each
church should be made to house a dozen homeless in their tax free chambers putting
their land where their mouth is.” Guess what Joy, St. Angela’s, St. Mary’s, Wellspring
and First Methodist Church along with many others on the Monterey Peninsula have
been doing that for many years, every night without fail. The church members provide
dinner and a place to sleep for homeless men and now there is a women’s program as
well. Some provide breakfast and a bag lunch for the next day. Call I-Help to become
a volunteer cook at one of these “tax free chambers.” You might find it a meaningful
use of your time.
Onnette McElroy
Pacific Grove

Joshua Fit the Battle of Pickleball

Editor,

I have just read the latest diatribe against the Pacific Grove pickleball players and while I have heard
many complaints about the sport in
PG , the letter by Frank Gaffers brings
the shrillness to totally new level.
According to Mr. Gaffers, pickleball
players, like the Israelites at the battle of
Jericho, can bring down walls with the
sound of balls dropping. I suggest that the
fallen masonry at the house in question has
more to do with the construction work that
is being done on the house than the vibrations coming off the Morris Dill Courts.
Yes, the courts are being used for racket
ball sports and have been used for decades.
That is why they are there. And yes pickleball players do coexist with tennis players.
As to most players being senior citizens
(which is not a crime, yet), well PG is a
town full of seniors. The Sally Griffin Center is a wonderful resource but I don’t think
we should be confined there. Pickleball is
a wonderful sport for seniors because it
promotes exercise, improves reaction time,
and motivates people to get out and socialize. These are all things most people of
a certain age need to stay active and alert.
Finally as to the claim that the town gives

in to “these people,” I will remind Mr.
Gaffers that we are citizens of PG too, not
an invading horde. Play time for pickleball
at Morris Dill had been reduced to three
days a week. We have to check out the
nets and put them up and take them down.
The Recreation Department has established a presence at Morris Dill to placate
the few people who complain loudly and
voraciously. But whatever is done, it is
clear, especially after reading Mr. Gaffers’
letter, that no matter what restrictions the
City Council puts on pickleball play at the
Morris Dill Courts, it will never be enough.
So I propose we start going in the opposite
direction. How about making the courts
accessible to more people other than retirees by opening them up for play on Sunday. Families could play since the current
times are not conducive to working adults.
I know the City Council and the Recreation
Department has tried to find a reasonable
compromise but now that pickleball players are being accused of bringing down
walls and causing neuroses in pets, the
complaints have become a long way from
reasonable.
Jennifer Anderson
Pacific Grove

A letter to Senator Romney
Editor:

Thank you, Senator Romney, for upholding your sworn oath as senator as demonstrated in your courageous vote today to convict Donald John Trump. Though the
man was not convicted, your statement of truth to power was inspirational. Your
dedication to higher moral ground, instead of following the boot-licking of the peers
in your party, shows you to be a man of integrity and honesty, one who takes his
vows seriously. I applaud you loudly. Believe me, many of my friends are saying
the same thing on this evening of sorrow for our country. Thank you for trying--and
please do not stop!
Sincerely,
Martha Dunn
A lifelong and unwavering Democrat!

Cup of joe with Joe Amelio
at

Carmel Valley

Roasting Company
510 Lighthouse Avenue

9am

Saturday

February 8

State Ballot Propositions, March 2020
A Progressive View
Editor:

There is only one State Proposition in March, 2020
YES on Prop 13.

$15 Billion Bond for School and College Facilities
First, this has nothing to do with the 1978 Prop 13 that massively shifted property
taxes away from commercial owners and onto home owners. A proposition to return
to more tax balance is scheduled for the November 2020 election.  
Second, this Prop 13. It is a $15 Billion bond: $9B for preschool and K-12; $6
billion for higher education, with $2 billion each for community colleges, California
State University and the University of California. 
My only hesitancy is the $500 million of the $9B that goes to charter schools
facilities, since I do not support diverting public funds to private schools.  
Prop 13 was approved by large bi-partisan majorities in the Assembly and Senate.
It has widespread support across the political and interest group spectrum, except for
the libertarian Howard Jarvis contingent.
Funding for school districts will target 1) those with a low or small tax base; and
2) districts with multi-family development affecting school enrollments that are located
near major transit stops.
Funding for higher education must be based on 5-year plans that expand affordable
housing on campus.
George T. Riley, Monterey CA
georgetriley@gmail.com
George Riley has, for years, been gracious enough to investigte and present progressive views on current propositions for publication. He is heavily involved in the
current water issues facing our county.
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Celebrating the 165th Birthday of the Point Pinos Lighthouse
Photos by Lawrence Gay

“Mrs. Emily Fish” greeted all the visitors as costumed or not, Pacific Grove folks celebrated the 165th anniversary of the Pt. Pinos Lighthouse on a bright day.
Docents gave brief tours of the house and visitors enjoyed the new informative video on offer. The lighthouse is open Thursday, Friday, Sunday and Monday
from 1-4 and from 10-4 on Saturday. It is closed on Tuesday and Wednesday. The lighthouse is located at 80 Asilomar Ave, across from the golf club.

Flu Season Has Come in Like a Lion

“Flu cases on the Monterey Peninsula area increasing steadily,” according to
records. “We are seeing many more people in Community Hospital’s Emergency Department each week who present with flu symptoms.”

See the trends below. Not only are the number of people coming in with flu symptoms increasing, those testing positive for influenza A or B are also increasing.
Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula created a video for social media
that has been very well-received letting the community know about symptoms, and
when they should seek medical attention. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mXpz1298Es&feature=youtu.be

“We’d like to let the community know, that the flu is here, how to identify it, what
they can do to avoid or treat, and when it is appropriate to come into the ER. And, with
the scare of the Coronavirus, the healthier the person is, the less chance they have to
contract other illnesses,” said a spokesperson.
CHOMP urges the public to get their flu vaccination if they haven’t already gotten
it. Flu shots are still avaialable at most pharmacies, doctor offices, and through some
of the public health clinics.
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Congressman Panetta Hosts
Farmworker at the State of the Union
Address

Highlighting Need for Immigration
Reform and the Farm Workforce
Modernization Act
Congressman Jimmy Panetta (CA-20)
announced that he invited Pablo Martinez,
a former farmworker living and working
on the central coast of California, as his
guest to Tuesday’s State of the Union
speech by President Donald Trump.
Pablo worked in the fields of Monterey County for 16 years alongside his
parents, harvesting and cultivating grapes,
lettuce, strawberries, broccoli, onions,
garlic and tomatoes. Pablo attended the
Hartnell Community College extension
located in King City while working in
the fields. He graduated in 2019 with his
associates degree in Communications from
Monterey Peninsula College.
As a farmworker and President of the
Dreamers in Action Club at Monterey Peninsula College, Pablo deeply understands
the impact that Congressman Panetta’s
Farm Workforce Modernization Act would
have on farmworker communities.
“For us as undocumented people,
we deserve to have a path to citizenship
because we work hard but at the same
time we are in the shadows. We don’t
have a voice, and we can’t participate
in this country as any other community
members do. It is important that we have
some legalization for farmworkers,” said
Mr. Martinez. “Every strawberry you eat
and every head of lettuce you buy was
hand-picked by a farmworker. I want the
President to recognize our contributions

to this country and the important role we
play in feeding America and the world.”
“Pablo’s commitment to contribute to
our community and country needs to be
heard by those in Washington, D.C. and,
especially, those in this administration,”
said Congressman Panetta. “The central
coast of California has deep and strong
roots with people who come to this country
and work in agriculture. The willingness
of people to take risks to come here and
work hard here has greatly contributed
to the success of our sustained food production on American soil. Unfortunately,
our current immigration system does not
recognize those vital contributions to our
economy and communities and has left
many agriculture workers unprotected and
unable to fully integrate into our society.
The House passed my bipartisan legislation, the Farm Workforce Modernization
Act, on a strong bipartisan basis to protect
our existing farmworkers and promote and
enduring workforce. But now, we need
action in the Senate, and ultimately, by
the President, to get this done. I am proud
to have Pablo as my guest at the State of
the Union to show the administration and
my colleagues in Congress why we must
continue to fight to protect our agriculture
and our farmworkers who have and will
continue to contribute so much to our
communities and country.”

Nathan Binder Youth Award Photos
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Pacific Grove Museum of Natural
History offers unique summer camp
experiences for curious children

Searching for a summer camp experience where your child can explore their curiosities and revel in the discovery and wonderment of the natural world?
Look no further than the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History, a stone’s
throw from the Pacific Ocean’s rocky coastline and the Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary teeming with life.
A typical day for summer camp explorers includes exploration of the Museum,
inside and outside activities and nature walks. Camps at PGMHH provide unique handson activities that are difficult to find anywhere else. With small camp sizes and our staff
of experienced Museum educators, your camper will have fun learning all week long!

The 2020 camp weeks including the following:

Week 1 (June 1-5) — Backyard Buddies! (pre-K-second)
Are you wild about wildlife? Join us as we sharpen our sleuthing and scouting
skills on an unforgettable animal adventure. We will habitat hop to solve mammal
mysteries through crafts, stories and games. Exploring Earth’s environments and its
amazing animals has never been so much fun.
Week 2 (June 8-12) — HerStory (grades 3-5)
Did you know that Pacific Grove had a woman mayor who was also a scientist,
and that the Museum’s first curator was a woman? This girls-only week will be led by
women scientists and special guests. We will explore the lives of fabulous and fearless
heroines of the past and present — and inspire girls to be one of the future. We will
have a tidepooling excursion to Lovers Point.
Week 3 (June 15-19) — Beetles, Butterflies and Spiders. Oh My! (pre-K-second)
It’s a bug’s world out there! Grab your magnifying glass and become an expert
insect detective as we investigate these interesting invertebrates and winged wonders.
We will spend an incredible week slithering, squirming, wiggling and worming our
way into insect discoveries with crafts, stories and games.
Week 4 (June 22-26) — Destination Dinosaur (pre-K-second)
We are going on a fossil hunt and you are invited! An adventurous week of uncovering puzzles of the prehistoric past and discovering dinosaurs. This is a once-ina-million-year adventure you won’t want to miss.
Week 5 (July 6-10) — Ocean Expedition (pre-K-second)
Take a deep dive into the science of the sea with this coastal camp. We will explore
the animals that are between Pacific tides as we journey to the incredible underwater
world where stories of the sea will come to the surface. Come discover the wonders
of the open ocean and deep-sea discovery through games, stories and crafts. We will
log our expedition in our keepsake explorers journals.
Week 6 (July 13-17) — Field Biologists (grades 3-5)
Calling all wildlife and plant enthusiasts. This week will be your field guide to
the Central Coast. We will navigate through nature, scientifically illustratrate our surroundings, and explore the connection between the land and the sea.
Week 7 (July 20-24) — Water Wonders (pre-K-second)
Come escape the summer heat or fog by exploring the wonderful world of water.
During this watery week we will wade our way through wonders of waterways, weather
and coastal curiosities. We will work to solve the mysteries behind water’s journey
through crafts, water play and stories.
Week 8 (July 27-31) — Creative Cubs: Art Adventures and Science Storytellers
(pre-K-second)
Discover the art of nature through week of adventures, science storytelling and
creative crafting. We will spend time painting a picture of the natural beauty we see
around us as well as exploring our connections to nature through crafts, songs, stories
and games.
Summer camp costs range from $345 for non-family level members and $295
for family members and above. For more information, call (831) 648-5716, email
helmann@pgmuseum.org or visit www.pgmuseum.org/summer-camp.

610 Dennett St. - Pacific Grove
Charming 2 bedroom 2 bath single-story
Pacific Grove cottage. $969,500

PG
Winner of the 2010

Year Award
Restaurant of the

T he Fine st G o u r m e t Pi z z a
WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE

Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust
Must present current coupon to get
discount. Not combinable with other offers
EXPIRES 3-7-20

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111

1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)
Mon-Thu 4-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 11-10pm • Sun 12-9:30pm

www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

JoyWelch@redshift.com
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What Does God say about the divisions in our society?
Bill Cohen

Reasoning
With God

We have divided ourselves into many different groups. Why? What do we gain
by doing this? What does God have to say about divisions?
Jesus prayed for all of us to be one in Him, as He is one in the Father, Jn 17:20-22,
“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through
their word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And
the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we
are one:” Is God not saying there is only one eternal family and His word is being
preached so all may have the opportunity to find their way to Him? His offer to be
part of His eternal family goes out to all of us, no matter what immaterial differences
we may perceive. The key is not that we are all different in some ways; the key is that
we are all the same in many more ways, as we are all made in His image, Gen 1:27,
“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.” When we allow artificial divisions to separate us, we are all
weakened. The devil uses these divisions to keep us from coming together to reason
on the important issues, which would lead us to love one another and to care for one
another, Eccl 4:12, “And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a
threefold cord is not quickly broken.” Can we imagine what it would be like for all
of us to peacefully come together to reason, bringing not only our opinions but also
a willingness to consider the opinions of others? God is not creating all the artificial
divisions that exist in our lives. He is asking us to lay them down at the foot of the
cross. He wants us to learn that He is love, 1 Jn 4:8, “He that loveth not knoweth not
God; for God is love” and that we should love the way He loves, unconditionally, Jn
15:12, “This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.”
His unconditional love for us is the reason He can give us free will; He is asking each
of us to choose to be part of His family. Separating ourselves means we want to live
our own way, or one of the many other ways the devil has established to lead us away
from God, instead of His way; and the peace and joy that follows. He has warned us
against going our own way, Prov 14:12, “There is a way which seemeth right unto a
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” In the story of the prodigal son, the
father did not stop the prodigal son from leaving. The father waited patiently for his
son to return and welcomed him with open arms and a kiss when he did, Lk 15:22-24,
“But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill
it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.” This is how our Father in heaven
waits for us; however, He will respect our decision to remain separated. This is the
only division that matters, and we are the ones creating it.
God does not want us preaching another gospel, only the one Jesus brought us,
for anything else leads to divisions, 1 Cor 1:10-13, “Now I beseech you, brethren, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind
and in the same judgment. For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by
them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now this
I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas;
and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in
the name of Paul?” Is Jesus divided? Where do we find Jesus telling us His church
should be divided? Why would we follow any other voice? Acts 4:19, “But Peter and
John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken
unto you more than unto God, judge ye.” Who is kinder, who is more forgiving?
Who loves us more? Wouldn’t it be better to look for the things that unite us, and
fellowship over these things? We can come together to reason on issues we do not yet
agree. God is telling us we need to learn His ways, which lead to His peace and joy,
Heb 3:8-10, “Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation
in the wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty
years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in
their heart; and they have not known my ways.” The proof that demonstrates we are

Ancient Remedies Massage
Katarina Ruiz

Ancientremediesmassage111@gmail.com

Located in Carmel Valley

House calls available by appointment

(831) 261 - 2235

living His way can be found in the peace and joy that follows, Rom 14:16-17, “Let not
then your good be evil spoken of: For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Without His peace and joy, we
are not following God’s way.
God does not call us to contention, Tit 3:9-11, “But avoid foolish questions, and
genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and
vain. A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject; Knowing
that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.” Why would
we choose to argue about the things we do not fully understand? Is He not telling us
these kinds of arguments lead us to divisions and that we only condemn ourselves when
we use His Words to create stumbling blocks for our brethren? Instead, He asks us to
reason with Him and discuss our differences by listening first and speaking only after we
understand the other person’s opinion, Jam 1:19, “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let
every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:” Then, each of us can depart
and think about those differing opinions, to see if we have softened our view on the
subject, or even changed it. This is the reasoning He calls us to, Is 1:18, “Come now,
and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall
be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” But, to
reason this way, we must be humble, not vain, for our humility allows us to change our
opinions. God’s Word never changes, only our opinions of it can change, Matt 24:35,
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”
Does God not call us to care for those we feel are unworthy? 1 Cor 12:23-26,
“And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we
bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together,
having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked. That there should be
no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member
be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.” Is God not asking us to avoid judging
whether others are honorable enough? Can we stand by and watch any person suffer
and do nothing? Would there be a need for divisions if we all followed God’s calling?
Is God not asking us to consider our judging of others to be less honorable, and that it
is no more than our arrogant behavior attempting to elevate ourselves at the expense of
others? Where does God ask us to judge others? Matt 7:1-2, “Judge not, that ye be not
judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure
ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” Can we not see how our judgments lead
us to divisions and ultimately to being judged? We should love and respect others, no
matter the differences our partially closed eyes see. There will be plenty of time in
eternity to ponder what we do not understand if we would only accept His offer and
become part of His family.
Col 3:12-15, “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as
Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is
the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also
ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.” Is God not telling us we are one body
united by one Spirit and that when we accept this truth, we will live in peace, we will be
humble, meek, longsuffering, and always ready to forgive? Does forgiveness destroy
the walls we create to divide ourselves? Will we see that those differences/divisions
we imagine are nothing more than illusions, brought to us by the father of all lies, Jn
8:44, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of
it.” God only speaks the truth, and it never changes, Numb 23:19, “God is not a man,
that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall
he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?” and Is 40:8, “The grass
withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.” When we
reflect His love, all of our perceived divisions will dissolve away.
If you have comments about the blog you just read, want to express an opposing
opinion, have suggestions for future topics, and/or want me to email you the blog weekly,
email me at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.
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Paws for a Cause Gala on May 9 supports the mission
of Max’s Helping Paws in providing financial help to
responsible pet owners with a pet in a health crisis
Max’s Helping Paws Foundation will bring the Emerald City to Monterey for
a glittering fundraiser in support of its mission — providing a financial lifeline for
responsible pet owners with a pet in a health crisis.
The third annual Paws for a Cause event (Saturday, May 9) takes attendees on a
journey through Kansas all the way to Oz. Guests will enjoy a reception with wines
provided by Bernardus, followed by a plated dinner, silent and live auctions, music,
dancing and a casino.
Held at Portola Hotel & Spa in Monterey, Max’s biggest event of the year will
prove that “there’s no place like home.” Paws for a Cause has sold out quickly in the
past. Tickets are $150 and available (along with sponsorship opportunities) at www.
maxpaws.org. Themed attire is encouraged, but not required. To register by phone, or
to ask specific questions regarding sponsorships, call Dyana Klein at (831) 704-6473.
About Max’s Helping Paws
Financial circumstances should never decide a companion pet’s fate. Because of
that, Max’s Helping Paws Foundation reduces economic euthanasia, surrender and
suffering of severely ill or injured pets by providing pet owners assistance with the
costs of urgent medical care. Through the years the foundation has assisted nearly
200 Monterey County families while approving nearly $160,000 in treatments for
pets in crisis.

Your Contributions

Poetry

An attempt to find gold in old...
In a thick Wordsworth I passed thru
“We hissed along the polished ice, in games
Confederate, imitative of the chace”
Chace (not chase) , lost in old...
The dictionary had no “chace”
Left with a “ch”... and a high card finish,
Lost in time – further from contemporary,
We go to history to learn, then confusion,
Tips our boat on the romantic waters,
While the army of poets, move beyond now.
Look! There floats a paddle.

Crossword Puzzle Solution
Peter Silzer

Quick Facts For Reference:
• Max’s Helping Paws Foundation is bringing the Emerald City to Monterey for its
most magnificent fundraising evening ever, Max’s Helping Paws is holding its
third annual fundraising evening to support its mission. To date, Max’s Helping Paws
has helped nearly 200 Monterey County families and approved nearly $160,000 in
treatments for pets in crisis.
• This magical, spectacular evening will take you on a journey through Kansas all the
way to the glistening Emerald City as Max’s Helping Paws hosts its largest event of
the year, Paws for a Cause. For year 3, guests will enjoy a reception with wines
provided by Bernardus Wine, followed by a plated dinner, silent and live auctions,
followed by music, dancing and casino. This event, which has sold out both prior
years, is sure to sell out once again. Some very special surprises await attendees as
they travel to the Emerald City.

When: May 9, 2020 Reception/Silent Auction opens 5:30PM
Where: Portola Hotel & Spa, in Monterey, 2 Portola Plaza, Monterey, CA 93940
Tickets: $150, Tables of 8 or 10 available.
Sponsorships (see details below): Multiple Sponsorship Options available
Online Tickets or Sponsorships: MAXSPAWS.ORG (Details Attached)
Phone Registration, Sponsorships or Other Questions: contact Dyana Klein, (831)
704-6473
Max’s Helping Paws Foundation Fact Sheet:
• MHPF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that partners with Monterey County veterinary practices to provide financial assistance to clients with pets in need of critical, short-term
care or longer-term, continued care.
• Pets are members of the family. MHPF keeps pets at home with their families and
out of overburdened shelters.
• MHPF’s minimizes economic euthanasia, surrender, and suffering of severely ill or
injured pets due to their owners’ inability to afford necessary and unexpected medical
treatments.
• Since it first started providing financial assistance in mid-2017, MHPF has approved
more than $160,000 (and growing) in financial assistance and has helped nearly 200
pet families deal with financial hardship.
• MHFP is a matching program paying up to 50% of costs, including diagnostic tests
(Up to the Maximum allowable), allowing owners to make informed decisions around
the fate of their companion pet. We help owners educate themselves as to all their
options. We are unique in this aspect. We also provide guidance to help pet owners
gather their portion.
• MHPF has 23 veterinary partners.
• MHFP is based in Monterey County and serves only Monterey County.
• We are very responsive to our pet families and our veterinary partners. We have a
veterinary liaison, Shelley, so our veterinary partners have a person to go to keep
lines of communication open.
• We have a no-contract relationship with our veterinary partners, making for a very
organic and personal connection. We have an enrollment form that outlines what we
provide.
• MHPF launched an unprecedented two-year pilot program that provides for pets
with chronic conditions, the Continued Care Program, which will provide up to two
years of ongoing financial support to responsible families whose dog or cat faces a
chronic illness.
• MHPF is the first animal welfare organization in Monterey and Santa Cruz counties
to launch a Continued Care program such as this in Monterey County.
Max’s Helping Paws Foundation is named after Dyana and Jonathan’s beloved miniature
pinscher, Maximillian, whom they lost to illness in May of 2016.
To contact MHPF, call (831) 704-6473 or email info@maxshelpingpaws.org. For more
information, go to its website at https://www.maxshelpingpaws.org.

Presidenial Preferences Puzzle on page 6

To mark the Centennial year of the death of
Eugenie, Empress of the French
Dr. Thomas W. Evans, the American dentist to Napoleon III and Eugenie,
recounts his extraordinary life and those of his imperial patrons, with particularly attention to the amazing story of how he saved the Empress’ life after
the fall of the Second Empire.

At The Little House in Jewel Park
(Central and Grand, PG)
Saturday, February 8, at 5:30
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In Our Own Backyard—Part 16

Can walking save America from the Pied Piper of Patriotism?
Wanda Parrott

Homeless in Paradise

Tripping over politics this week?

If you’ve fallen into recent campaign-trail potholes, do you agree with Florida
writer Ron Libert, whose email came just before Tuesday’s State of the Union Address? “We need to keep in mind that the two-party system is killing America and no
one wants to believe it.”
He also said, “Patriotism is a Pied Piper who convinces people to abandon their
morals (such as Thou Shalt Not Kill) in favor of giving their allegiance to government instead of the Creator.”
On the opposite side of the opinion aisle, Pacific Grove author Joyce Krieg
shares this advice about how she quiets her mind and transcends negative thoughts
through walking meditation.
Take a hike?
In her new paperback guidebook “Pacific Grove at Your Feet—Walks, Hikes
& Rambles in Butterfly Town, USA—with Illustrations by Judy Obbink” (Pacific
Grove Books, an imprint of Park Place Publications), Joyce says:
“So, if you see me on the trail and say hello and I don’t respond, I’m not intentionally being rude. I’m just far, far away, lost in my own world.”
Although Joyce’s book is a do-it-yourself tour guide of 14 Pacific Grove walks,
basic principles can be applied to walking wherever you happen to be. What type of
hiker are you?
Fitness walker. Gets in 10,000 daily steps, burning calories in our clean air.
Social walker. Teams up for lively chatter while soaking up surrounding beauty.
Studious walker. Nose is buried in guidebook or on phone; searches for landmarks and reads every plaque and sign.
Nature walker. Revels in identifying flora and fauna, tracing flight of pelicans
and breaching of whales.
Meditative walker. Uses combination of movement and outdoor setting to quiet
the mind and transcend the cares in the world.
In political parlance, some of us are marchers like Joyce and I become when
we participate in Monterey’s annual 4th of July parades. Others, like candidates and
their supporters, are stumpers on the campaign trail. Generally, most people who
travel on foot are walkers, hikers, strollers, ramblers and runners.
Rules of the road
Whatever is your preferred mode of locomotion, Joyce suggests exercising moderate
caution. In her 25-year history as a walker in Pacific Grove, mud-soaked shoes were
the worst thing that happened to her. To be safe, however, she advises:
• Be aware of your surroundings.
• Stay on the trail.
• Check yourself for ticks after walking in wooded areas.
• Don’t hike alone; if you do, tell someone your destination and expected time of
return.
• Avoid heavily forested areas during times of high winds.
• It’s best not to walk after dark unless in a lighted area.
If hiking around Pacific Grove at night, Joyce says it’s okay to walk through the
downtown district or the Asilomar Conference Center grounds, but you never know
who or what you’ll meet. “Lighting is iffy to non-existent on the trails. Raccoons
have been known to attack walkers of small dogs, Mountain lion sightings at dawn
or dusk are not unheard of. And, sadly, late night attacks, humans preying on other
humans, have occurred on the Rec Trail. Only on rare instances, but still, better to
play it safe.”
For details about Joyce Krieg’s book, visit www.pacificgrovebooks.com
Safer by day
Ron Libert commented on safety in general. “The chances of a killing disease or
two, plus the possibility of a pole shift, may end the election process before it even
begins. I believe all religions will be shut down in the near future. . .”
If you decide to transcend fearful thoughts and hike along any of the trails in

Take a Walk!

Pacific Grove, or elsewhere on the Monterey Peninsula during daylight hours, you’ll
encounter a wider variety of people and pets than you would at night: locals and
tourists of all backgrounds and ages; dog walkers; bicyclists; school children on field
trips; and, at this season, politicians. You’ll recognize them by tees and sandwich
boards they’re wearing, flyers they’re handing out, and hands they hold out in friendly fellowship.
Long tall Wendy
Then there’s Wendy Root Askew, an upbeat young woman who stands out
whether she’s stumping or not. She’s what my dad would have called “a long, tall
drink of refreshingly pure water.”
At 42, Wendy is a head taller than I am, half my age, twice as energetic and as
deeply committed to social justice issues (affordable housing, immigration, healthcare and helping the homeless) as is her boss, Jane Parker, retiring District 4 Supervisor for whose seat Wendy and three other candidates are running. . . not merely
strolling, hiking, rambling or walking. . . Running as friendly competitors!
Wherever I’ve gone to cover social justice events, Wendy has beaten me there,
whether at meetings to cover rights of homeless women, handing out flyers about
the upcoming California Primary Election on March 3 as happened on Martin Luther
King Day, or at a town hall meeting.
Satan, begone!
During his State of the Union message on Tuesday, when the President criticized
California for being a sanctuary state, then exhorted Congress to pass his act allowing victims to sue sanctuary cities, Ron Libert’s email shouted: “We are in a real
spiritual war and initially Satan is winning. Time to start hoarding non-perishable
food and water and natural anti-biotics!”
I reacted: “Get thee, Satan, behind me!” then took a short, meditative walk
inside my house to clear my mind of impeachment-week potholes.
If you need a spirit lift, take a meditative stroll on the local path of your choice,
then join me on the grassroots campaign trail by attending COPA’s Monterey County
District 4 Board of Supervisors Candidates’ Forum, Sun., Feb. 16, 3 p.m. at Martin
Luther King Elementary School, 1713 Broadway, Seaside. Meet Wendy Root Askew
and her fellow contenders for Jane Parker’s seat: Wini Chambliss, Steve McShane
and Alex Miller. Then vote for one on March 3.
May God bless America.
Wanda Sue Parrott, 831-899-5887amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com
Copyright 2020 by Wanda Sue Parrott

The book may be purchased at
Bookworks and online.

Photos:
Left: Wanda Sue
Parrott and author
Joyce Krieg—
Marchers in
Monterey’s 4th of July
Parade. Photo by
Clarissa K. Conn
Right: Wendy Root
Askew—Stumper on
Monterey County’s
2020 campaign trail
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For those who
seek an exceptional life
Pebble Beach

Pebble Beach

Monterey | Open Sat 1-4, Sun 2-4

2832 Sloat Road

3033 Strawberry Hill

PEBBLEBEACH2832.COM
$2,888,000

3033STRAWBERRYHILLROAD.COM
$1,195,000

Bill Bluhm 831.277.2782

Joe Gallagher 831.917.1631

Pacific Grove | Open Sat 12-2:30, Sun 12-2

Pacific Grove | Open Sat 1-3

10 SIERRA VISTA
CARMELLIVINGREALESTATE.COM
$1,195,000.00

John Hankard 831.601.9071
Carmel | Open Sat & Sun 1-3

854 Sunset Drive

2905 Ransford Avenue

Luxury Living Condo

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210796
$980,000

2905RANSFORDAVE.COM
$920,000

167DELMESA.COM
$635,000

Arleen Hardenstein 831.915.8989

Diane Hardcastle 831.915.7256

Patty Ross 831.236.4513

Pacific Grove

Pacific Grove

Monterey | Open Sun 1-3

1025 Lincoln Avenue

520 18th Street

238 Littleness Avenue

1025LINCOLNAVE.COM
$799,950

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210802
$775,000

MONIKACAMPBELL.COM
$699,000

Aisha Krechuniak 831.595.9291

Bill Bluhm 831.277.2782

Monika Campbell 831.917.8208
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