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Primary Vote Results
Show Low Turnout
Local bond measures pass

Monterey County voters didn’t turn out in the droves hoped for by some candidates, seeing 61,083 voters out of 195,245 at the polls or voting by mail (40,995).
Donad Trump ran unopposed in the primary, taking 89.95 percent of the
Republican votes (13,404).
The high vote on the Democratic ticket went to Bernie Sanders, with 12,055
votes or 32.08 percent. Of the other front runners, Joseph Biden won 9,413 votes;
Elizabeth Warren won 4,098; and Michael Bloomberg won 5,770.
Since the results of Tuesday’s election came out, Michael Bloomberg and
Elizabeth Warren have dropped out of the race.
Local voters voted for some candidates who have dropped out of the race,
including Tom Steyer, Andrew Yang, Amy Klobuchar, Cory Booker, Pete Buttigieg and Tulsi Gabbard. There were eight write-in candidates, none of whom
got any votes.
In Pacific Grove, voters were asked to add a school bond to be dedicated
to infrastructure; 66.60 percent of voters thought that was a good idea, passing
the bond.
County Supervisor Mary Adams ran unopposed and won 100 percent of the
18,439 votes passed in that race. Wendy Root Askew came out in front of Wini
Chambliss, Steve McShane and Alex Miller taking 5,594 votes or 44.07 percent
of the total.
Jimmy Panetta, running for U.S. Representative in District 20. came out far
ahead of his opponents Adam Bolanos Scow and Jeff Gorman, with 39,332 or
65.60 percent of the votes. In the State Senator race, John Laird, a Democrat,
won 18,374 votes or 46.54 percent to beat out opponents Mria Cadenas, John M.
Nevill, and Vicki Nohrden.
Mark Stone retains his seat as member of the State Assembly for District 29.
He won 24,297 votes over his opponent, Shomir Banerjee’s 11,464.
Winners of seats on the County Central Commmittee District 5 (Democratic)
include Joseph Alvatore Aliotti, George T. Riley, Alan Haffa, Elena Rose Loomis,
Gary Karnes, Tinothy Barrett, and Jan Knippers Black. On the Republican side,
the five top vote-getters were Dennis Allion, Peter Garth Andresen, Jerry Beard
Edelen, Ben Strickland and Peter B. Kaiser (by one vote).
There were no difficulties reported at any of the Pacific Grove polling places.
Vote counts, and thus results, can change as final votes are taken and then
certified. The general election will be held on Tuesday, November 3.
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Carmel Passes
Increase in
Transaction and
Use Tax

Stagnant growth in City revenues
and escalating operating costs constrain
the City’s ability to maintain the quality
of services provided and address its
capital needs; and without additional
revenues. The City alleges that it would
have to make spending reductions to
programs and services that may jeopardize the public health, safety and general welfare of residents and visitors as
well as curtail funding for maintenance,
construction and other improvements
to City facilities, infrastructure and the
natural environment.
The tax would be a one and onehalf percent (1.5%) tax on the sale
of tangible personal property and the
storage, use, or other consumption of
such property for a period of twenty
(20) years. The tax revenue would be
collected by the California Department
of Tax and Fee Administration and
remitted to the City; and could not be
taken by the State of California.
The transactions and use tax to
be submitted to the voters is a general
tax that can be used for any legitimate
governmental purpose; it is not a commitment to any particular actions or purposes, and the specific purposes recited
in the ballot measure are non-restricted
and non-exclusive examples only.
The tax is a general tax and shall
be approved if the measure receives at
least a simple majority of affirmative
votes – which it did. 60.81 percent of
the votes were “aye” votes and 39.19
percent opposed it.

Breaker Bots Team Reveals 2020 robot, ‘Tsunami.’
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Joan Skillman

A Look at A Book!

The hardworking volunteers of Friends of the PG Public Library have organized
another of their terrific monthly book sales for Saturday, March 7, from 10AM to 4PM.
The shelves are filled to overflowing with all types of genres: mystery, science, history, biography, art, cooking, spirituality are just some of the sections worth exploring.
There are hardbacks, soft backs and mass paperbacks. For children and young adults,
the reading choices have expanded, and the cozy corner reading alcove awaits young
browsers. And the prices are beyond bargain!
Also on offer are a huge array of movie and TV series DVDs as well as music CDs
and puzzles, lots of puzzles for those who love to piece things together.
The bookshop is located at St. Mary’s Church, corner of 12th and Central in PG.
Though rain is a possibility on Saturday, not to worry: the bookshop is completely
indoors, so come take a look at a book no matter the weather! Supporting the sale
promotes a great inventory for the library, since all proceeds go directly to fund new
materials for the PG Public Library.
Note: If you cannot make this sale, the shop is open from 10AM to noon on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays for browsing, buying and receiving donations.

Skillshots

Pacific Grove Pops Orchestra’s
Spring Concert

The Pacific Grove Pops Orchestra invites the public to a free concert on Saturday,
March 14 at 2:00 in the Performing Arts Center at 836 Forest Avenue in Pacific Grove.
Conducted by founder and artistic director Barbara Priest, the March 14 program
features diverse works including Dvorak’s “Slavonic Dance” No.8, Tchaikovsky’s
“Romeo and Juliet” Overture, the theme from “Somewhere in Time,” and more.
Joining the Pops and opening the concert are special guests the Pacific Brass
Band, an authentic British Style Brass Band featuring traditional brass band
favorites, American folk songs, rags, marches and musical theatre selections. The band is based in Salinas and is under the direction of Jim O’Briant.
The ensembles will join for the final piece, Resphigi’s colorful and powerful “Pines of Rome,” with its thunderous “Pine of the Appian Way” finale.
The concert is free, but donations are welcomed by this non-profit organization.
“We strive for variety in all of our programming,” said artistic director Barbara Priest.
“And we are proud to present this concert with the Pacific Bras that showcases our
unique blend of students of all ages working with professionals in a diverse musical
community.”
About the Pacific Grove Pops
The PG Pops is a premier non-profit intergenerational community orchestra
founded by award-winning music educator Barbara A. Priest to engage student musicians of all ages through advanced study and performance. The orchestra provides
student musicians of all ages—from middle-school to retired community members—the
rare opportunity to learn, grow, and perform together. For more information, visit the
orchestra’s website.

PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE

Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy.
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents.
Week Ending Wednesday, March 4, 2020
Inches, as of 8 AM, 3/4/20:
Current season's total since 7/1/19:

0.05"
11.47"

Rain total one year ago to date:
20.15"
_______________________________________________
Previous Season-- July 2018 through June 2019:
26"

Weatherbot is on Vacation.
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SUSTAINABLE PACIFIC GROVE PRESENTS AN EVENING WITH

BE PART OF THE SOLUTION

Tibetan Uprising Day Protest

Tuesday, March 10, 4-6pm, Windows on the Bay

“Imagine you are not allowed to whistle ‘Yankee Doodle’ as you work. You can’t
talk about the day’s events in your native language, nor wear blue jeans and
tennis shoes, or any other garment quintessentially American. Your children go to a
new school where they learn a language other than yours, and are taught to report you to the authorities if you speak English at home. Forget going to church.
This is Tibet today.” quote from 2016 article in Cedar St. Times. The community is
invited to come and lend a voice for peace, justice, and freedom for Tibet. Join us on
Tuesday, March 10, 4:00pm to 6:00pm at Windows on the Bay as we join a day of
international protests known as Tibetan Uprising Day. Signs provided (or you may
bring your own), protest happens rain or shine. May all cultures and peoples live
together in harmony and peace.
For More Information: http://manjushridharmacenter.org/event/tibetan-uprising-day-protest/
Contact for Questions: 831-901-3156 (Manjushri Dharma Center phone, volunteer staffed).

Dan Bohrman

Spotlight

California Tonguefish

Wildlife Spotlight
by Dan Bohrman

Symphurus atricaudus

The California Tonguefish is a small flatfish found along
the Pacific coast of North America. The tonguefish lacks
pectoral fins, instead having one large fin that runs the
entire length of its body. Like a flounder, a tonguefish
has both eyes on the left side of its flattened body,
which aids it in hiding in the sand. Tonguefish feed on
invertebrates and scavenged creatures on the sea floor.
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Rotary Good Old Days
Announces 2020 Grand
Marshal, Jan Covell

The Rotary Good Old
Days parade is an annual
favorite, kicking off the
Good Old Days weekend
as the DLI Color Guard
marches down Pine Avenue
followed by Pacific Grove
dignitaries, government
officials, kids from the
martial arts studio, the
scouts and the PONY
baseball teams.
This year’s parade
honors Jan Covell as Grand
Marshal. Jan was born
and raised in Alameda, CA
and is a fourth generation
Californian. She met her
husband, Steve, while
attending the University
of the Pacific. After a post
graduate year, she married
Steve and moved to Pacific
Grove in 1974. She worked
at Community Hospital
for 29 years as a Medical
Technologist, CLS(ASCP).
As their children, Kelley
and Stephen, were growing
up, she volunteered in their
classrooms and schools, also serving on the Board of P.G. PRIDE for 12 years. Other
long and short term volunteer positions include the Junior League of Monterey County
for 15 years, Sober Grad Night Committee for 8 years, Rotary Centennial Project Performing Arts Center, “Dino-mite Night” fund raiser for the Pacific Grove Museum,
spearheading two Measure A campaigns attempting to raise money for our schools, and
supporting the Pacific Grove Auto Rally and Good Old Days Parade. The Rotary Club of
Pacific Grove salutes Jan for her time and service given to the Pacific Grove community.
People representing local clubs and organizations, sprightly tap dancers and car
enthusiasts glide by, and you are sure to recognize a friend or neighbor in the parade. A
perennial favorite has been the participation of the Balloon Platoon. These folks, clad in
their billowy white sailor suits and led by the Commodore with his toilet plunger baton,
are primarily drawn from the membership of GraceWay Church in Pleasanton.
The parade this year is sponsored – as always – by the Rotary Club of Pacific
Grove, with additional support from Sotheby’s. Would you or your local organization
like to participate? Contact Tracy Perkins at t.p3rkins@gmail.com for details and an
application.
For further information, please contact Tracy Perkins, Parade Committee, PG Rotary
t.p3rkins@gmail.com
831-375-1440
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What Does God Say About The Bible? Part I
Jn 1:1, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.” He told us His Word
existed from the beginning, even before
time. Jn 1:14, “And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” Is
Jesus God’s Word, which became flesh?
2 Tim 3:16-17, “All scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: That the
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.” Does His
Word provide us with all we need to know
to live a life filled with good works? Has
the Bible proven trustworthy, or have we
discovered errors within it? History has
shown that every time we fallible humans
identify what we believe to be an error; science, experience, or a better understanding
of the context of the verses have stepped
in to correct our mistake. God has told us,
in Ps 19, everything He has created speaks
to us daily, confirming His creation, if we
would only pay attention. Consider the
miracle of our created bodies, each with
its own uniquely designed DNA. Once
we thought only our fingerprints were
unique, the discovery of DNA serves as
further evidence science is still trying to
understand what God has created.
Matt 4:4, “But he answered and said,
It is written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God.” Do we need
the Word of God to live the life He has
seen for us? Jer 1:5, “Before I formed
thee in the belly I knew thee; and before
thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet
unto the nations.” He sees our potential
before He creates us; however He gives
us the free will to live that potential, or
not. How are our lives affected when we
ignore His Word, and is His Word personalized for each of us? Did Jesus give
us an example of this, Mk 10:21, “Then
Jesus beholding him loved him, and said
unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy
way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure
in heaven: and come, take up the cross,
and follow me.” Jesus told this man what
he personally needed to do; this message
is not for all of us, but for those of us who
need to hear it. Many of us have ignored
or misunderstood our personal message.
Can we each find the advice God has for
us in His Word? Is this why we cannot use
it to condemn others? Is this why He asks
us not to judge others? Matt 7:1, “Judge
not, that ye be not judged.” When we are
busy judging others, we miss the message
intended for us. This why it is so easy for
us to condemn people for their impatience
when we need to deal with our own impatience. Is this why He tells us, Matt 7:3,
“And why beholdest thou the mote that is
in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the
beam that is in thine own eye?”
1 Thes 2:13, “For this cause also
thank we God without ceasing, because,
when ye received the word of God which
ye heard of us, ye received it not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word
of God, which effectually worketh also in
you that believe.” Does the Word of God
work in each of us willing to reason with
it? And, does it transform us from created
beings into believers who will dwell with
God for all eternity? It does, if we truly
believe it is the Word of God, Jn 3:16,
“For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” God is telling us we
must first believe, otherwise, we will not
understand our personal message, which
leads us to Him.
Heb 4:12, “For the word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than

Bill Cohen

Reasoning
With God
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
Is His Word more powerful than anything
a man can create? Does it penetrate to
the very core of our conscious? Will His
Word help us overcome any obstacle we
face in this life?
Rom 15:4, “For whatsoever things
were written aforetime were written for
our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the scriptures might have
hope.” Does His Word bring us the hope
we need to endure all this life can bring?
Do we need to have patience enough to
read His Word with a desire to understand
it? Ps 119:9-10, “Wherewithal shall a
young man cleanse his way? by taking
heed thereto according to thy word. With
my whole heart have I sought thee: O let
me not wander from thy commandments.”
How would this world be different if we
honestly desired to live our lives according
to His Word? Josh 1:8, “This book of the
law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but
thou shalt meditate therein day and night,
that thou mayest observe to do according
to all that is written therein: for then thou
shalt make thy way prosperous, and then
thou shalt have good success.” Will
goodness and success follow when we are
careful to do all He has told us?
Ps 119:105, “Thy word is a lamp unto
my feet, and a light unto my path.” Does
His Word provide a light that will lead
us on the path to Him? Prov 4:26-27,
“Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all
thy ways be established. Turn not to the
right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot
from evil.” Has God not asked us to think
about the path we have chosen, to make
sure it is the one leading to Him? Are we
to use the time He has given us to correct
our own errant ways, without misusing
His Word to try to correct other people?
When we are on the path to Him, would
we be better prepared to help others find
their way to Him?
Matt 22:36-40, “Master, which is the
great commandment in the law? Jesus said
unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself. On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.” What
happens when we love God and our neighbors? How will this change our lives and
the lives of our neighbors? Gal 5:14, “For
all the law is fulfilled in one word, even
in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself.” Can all that God asks of us be
summed up in one word, love?
Does God not ask us to keep His Word
pure? Can adding to it or removing parts
of it ever be the right thing? Deut 4:2,
“Ye shall not add unto the word which I
command you, neither shall ye diminish
ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which
I command you.” From Deuteronomy to
Revelation, He has asked us to keep His
Word pure, for our sakes, not His. He
knows we will not be able to find our way
to Him when we follow anything other
than His undefiled Word.
So, why have so many tried to change
what God has told us? Where is His

church, the undivided one, which follows
His undefiled Word? Gal 1:6-9, “I marvel
that ye are so soon removed from him that
called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel: Which is not another; but
there be some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you than that which
we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed. As we said before, so say I now
again, if any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received, let him
be accursed.” Preaching any version of
the gospel, other than the one Jesus gave
us, divides His church, Mk 3:24-25, “And
if a kingdom be divided against itself, that
kingdom cannot stand. And if a house be
divided against itself, that house cannot
stand,” and He does not approve of divisions within His church.
He gave us His Word, protected it
for thousands of years, and warns us not
to change it. This is one of the reasons
He had to come and clarify His Truth,
pointing out the history shown in the Old
Testament was man’s attempts to add
burdens to His people. He came to free
us from those burdens, Matt 11:30, “For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
His yoke is one of love, Jn 15:12, “This
is my commandment, That ye love one
another, as I have loved you.” We only
need to read the eyewitness accounts of
how Jesus loved, to know that His love
does not include the many ordinances the
Jewish people added to His original Ten
Commandments.

He asks us to keep His Word pure.
So, when He returns to collect His bride,
His church, it will be pure and undefiled
by this world, Rev 21:1-3, “And I saw a
new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed
away; and there was no more sea. And
I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a great voice out
of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle
of God is with men, and he will dwell
with them, and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and
be their God.” Those of us who have lied
and changed His Word will not be part of
His family, Rev 22:18-19, “For I testify
unto every man that heareth the words of
the prophecy of this book, If any man shall
add unto these things, God shall add unto
him the plagues that are written in this
book: And if any man shall take away from
the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the
book of life, and out of the holy city, and
from the things which are written in this
book.” There can be no other way. For
only those who love Him, and His Word,
will be fit to live together for all eternity
within a family totally in love with each
other, which leads to the elimination of
the pain and suffering of this world, Rev
21:4, “And God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for
the former things are passed away.” The
solution is for all of us to come to His Word
and reason with it for ourselves; this is the
only way we will receive our personalized
message from Him.
If you have comments about the blog
you just read, want to express an opposing opinion, have suggestions for future
topics, and/or want me to email you the
blog weekly, email me at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.
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Webster Slate
Cop Log

Peter Silzer
Solution is on page 10
“Sitrep”

Across
1
SALT topic
5
Not on duty (but not AWOL)
8
The graduating class, abbr.
11 Heals
13 Grumpy
15 Feel unwell
16 Felony
17 3-part cookie
18 Caesar’s 96
xcvi
19 *4-star who creates chaos? (2
wds)
22 “Pretty Little Liars” actress Peeples
23 Roger Bannister, notably
24 Paris, to Helen of Troy
27 Painful swelling
28 *O-4 who makes a mess? (2
wds)
32 US Draft agency
33 The Cold War, for instance
34 “Bad” cholesterol
37 *E-1 who has a hang-up? (2 wds)
43 Tarnish or dishonor
45 ___ by (conforms to)
46 Burr who dueled with Hamilton
47 “Oedipus __”
48 *What 19-, 28-, or 37-across
might be (2 wds)
53 Some pub pints
54 “Don’t __ your own horn!”
55 Israeli leader in Exodus
58 What POTUS 43 was to 41
59 Useful side of a knife
60 Got some shut-eye
61 “The __ of War” by Sun Tzu
art
62 Small swallow
63 Pesky plumbing problem

Down
1
FEMA disaster HQ, abbr.
2
Junkyard dog
3
USN lockup
4
Keepsake
5
Air freshener target
6
“My kingdom __ __ horse!
7
Diesel or gasoline
8
Algonquian chief
9
Mexican muralist Diego
10 “__ Jim” snack sticks
12 Higher in rank
14 WW2 “Desert Fox”
18 Wood tissue
20 Wild West Wyatt
21 Adjutant
24 Metric measures, abbr.
25 Some batteries
26 Slangy sleeping suit
29 Gun, like a V8
30 __ pro nobis
31 Nocturnal radar operator?
34 Drug for a trip?
35 Appropriate
36 Guitar master Paul
37 Urban Hilton?
38 Melee
39 Intrinsic
40 Merit
41 Steel girders
42 Doubled, then tripled
43 Tar or salt, on the briny
44 “America’s Got __”
48 Tortilla flour
49 Fishing poles
50 Bear or Berra
51 Checklist component
52 Computer operator
56 Dermis or dermal opening
57 Longtime NASCAR sponsor

Dog Bites Dog!  Bite Worse than Bark! Booked and sent to doghouse.
Dog bite \ Lighthouse Ave. - Dog#2 bit Dog#1.
COMMENTARY: Marge Ann usually just hits me with a rolled up newspaper.
Maybe it is time for a double wide, and another shot. –ws20     #classy #country
Walnut Street. - The subject reported his trailer was stolen.
I’m glad to know that we still let Canadians cross our border.
Found Passport \ Ocean View Blvd – Citizens located a fanny pack with miscellaneous items, including a Canadian passport. The Canadian Consulate advised, then
requested we mail the passport to them. *UPDATE* Owner retrieved property from
the station.
COMMENTARY: Canada sends us their best people.
The only things on the ID card was E.T.’s picture and home phone number.
Found property\ Lighthouse Ave. - An id card was found. The item was returned
to owner.
COMMENTARY: Full circle. Day in and day out police work can be even more exciting
sometimes.
What did this guy look like?
Eardley Ave. – The subject reported id theft.
“John Bolton is a star. And is going to be even better than Sean Spicer on
Dancing with the Stars. One more word about Gary Busey and I’ll slug you.”
Battery \ Grove Acre. – There was a physical altercation between father and son.
No prosecution desired.
Less ammo = less Death.
Ammo for destruction (info) \ Pine Ave. - Ammunition was turned in to the PGPD
lobby for destruction.
Chapter 437 of don’t leave stuff in your vehicle or it might get stolen.
Petty theft \ Lincoln Ave. - The subject reported items stolen from vehicle
Chapter 438 of don’t leave stuff in your vehicle or it might get stolen.
Petty theft \ David Ave. - Items taken from unlocked vehicle.
BONUS CHAPTER: Chapter 439: Lock your damn car.
Take your stuff out of your car. Then lock your damn car.
Subject just didn’t want Salisbury steak for lunch again, was trying to find Mando’s.
Lighthouse Ave. - Subject walked away from convalescent home. Found and returned.
If you see something, say something. – Please.
Suspicious circumstances. \ Pine Ave. - Students reported suspicious circumstances
at a school.
Commentary: Please, let’s all be super attentive.
Whoa! What have I stumbled on to?
PART 1Information report (info) \ Pine Ave. - Case pc20000690658 on 1/23/2020, Detectives
were directed to conduct compliance checks of local businesses under California civil
code section 52.6(a)-(c). The compliance checks were conducted to ensure the establishments were meeting minimum requirements to display human trafficking notices.
PART 2-  
Information report (info) \ Pine Ave. - Case pc20000700703 on 1/23/2020, Detectives
were assigned to conduct compliance checks of local businesses under California civil
code 52.6(a)-(c). The compliance checks were conducted to ensure the establishments
were meeting the minimum requirements to display human trafficking notices.
COMMENTARY: I am sure that there is a simple explanation for the distance apart of
the case numbers above. - (10,045) - Within my humble experience of paying attention
to our Police Department’s declarations, the Detectives rarely are spoken of. Oft times,
under appreciated.
Chances are good we will never know how our PGPD Detectives helped us,
10,045 times that day. Although they probably did.
They roll modest.

Letters to the Editor

849 Ocean View Blvd.
Fantastic Bay Views, 4 Bedrooms,
3 Baths. $2,450,000

JoyWelch@redshift.com

Cedar Street Times welcomes letters to the editor up to 225
words. Also welcome are guest commentaries on timely, local topics up to 750 words. Letters and commentaries may be edited for
grammar, spelling and content, and the editor reserves the right to
refuse publication of any submission. All submissions must include
name, address and phone number. We will not print letters which
slander or libel or make statements which we know to be untrue.
E-mail: editor@cedarstreettimes.com
Mail: Letters to the Editor,
306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950
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Rudy Tenenbaum

Poetry

You may call to a cow,
A tree and a pond.
Just find out how,
And they will respond.

Now happy thoughts come
To the mind and the heart
Some are pleasantly dumb
Some are pleasantly smart.

Uf the words are all verse,
If the feeling’s intense.
You can freely converse
With out fence!

Happy thoughts. happy thoughts,
Always spring, always May.
No “musts,” no “oughts.”
Just the kindly “you may.”

Its design is rectangles,
All intertwined.
You spoke of anger?
Of gloom on the mind?

Having more, having less
Happy thoughts? You decide.
At request happiness
Will rise and subside.

Tangles-rectangles,
Iron wrought.
Please, would you spare
A happy thought!
A happy thought!’

And you learn not to mind
The arrogant guards
And the house behind,
The house of cards.

Your Contributions

Poetry

Scott Dick, Ed.D

Government Affairs Director

Monterey County Association of REALTORS®

Coronavirus fears cause mortgage
rates to plunge to 8-year low

Source: CNBC
As coronavirus fears hit financial markets, U.S. bond yields are tanking, pushing
mortgage rates that loosely follow the 10-year Treasury yield toward an eight-year low.
They could sink even lower. The average rate on the popular 30-year fixed mortgage
hit 3.34% on Monday, according to Mortgage News Daily. “Aggressive lenders will
be at 3.25% today, and 3.375% will be the new going rate for the average lender,” said
Matthew Graham, chief operating officer at Mortgage News Daily. That rate hit 3.34%
for one day in the summer of 2016, before spiking much higher that fall. Before that,
rates were this low in 2012. “When rates fall this quickly, it’s not so much that big
banks draw the line on mortgage rates, but rather, the underlying Mortgage Backed
Securities (MBS) market refuses to improve as quickly as the Treasury market,” said
Graham. “Both mortgages and Treasuries are feeling the impact of coronavirus panic.
That’s pushing rates lower.
The average rate on the popular 30-year fixed mortgage hit 3.34% on Monday,
according to Mortgage News Daily. That is for borrowers with strong financials and
credit scores.
“Aggressive lenders will be at 3.25% today, and 3.375% will be the new going
rate for the average lender,” said Matthew Graham, chief operating officer at Mortgage
News Daily.
Applications to refinance a home loan are up around 165% annually, according to
the Mortgage Bankers Association.
And those payoffs, or refinances, are surging right now. Applications to refinance a
home loan are up around 165% annually, according to the Mortgage Bankers Association.
Mortgage applications to purchase a home have not been as strong due to the severe
shortage of homes for sale. Builders, however, may be getting a boost, especially those
putting up more affordable homes.
Another barrier to entry for some buyers is still-tight lending standards. Sean Dobson, CEO of Amherst Holdings, which does have a mortgage arm, said tight lending is
why his company got into the single-family rental business.
“Unless you have a large down payment or unless you have a very solid amount
of free cash flow that’s possible to underwrite, or you might not have income that is
fungible from a mortgage lenders perspective, they may have trouble qualifying for a
mortgage,” said Dobson.
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Jane Roland

Random Thoughts
The Ladies and Gentlemen
of the Club Today

Reading groups have been around for a long time, although Oprah Winfrey deserves
much credit for instilling a love of literature in her viewers (and those who simply followed
her suggestions). The origins can be traced back to the 1720s but those who benefited were
the literate, the wealthy, upper class and educated. Men were the first gender to popularize
the concept, women were soon to follow, Rachel Jocobsohn, author of “The Reading Group
Handbook,” recalls a group comprised of “white gloved, tea-drinking, elitist old white
women” from the late 1800s which was restricted to members who inherited a place in the
coveted club.
The club to which I belong is most likely the first of its kind on the Monterey Peninsula.
The women who started it are long gone. They were the intellectual: community movers and
shakers. In the sixties and seventies there were but a few non-profit fund raising “social”
groups, The Symphony Guild was the favorite. Numerous Children’s Aide Societies thrived,
organizations had their own fund raising crews and my husband and I were involved in a
number, which was great fun when we were youngish and full of, at least more, energy. The
social group was small enough that when one attended an affair he/she knew everyone there.
Our little group was made up of twelve of these women, Jean Ehrman, Kay Spaulding, Elinore
Melvin, Isabelle Montgomery, Mildred Cross, Ann Germaine, Natalie Branson, Vivian Drye,
Mary Sigourney, to name a few. When I was invited to participate in 1973, there were four
vacancies. Shirley Thomas came aboard; I obtained Becky Flavin and Bunty MacFarland.
Barbara Dubrasich filled out the roster and there we remained for several years. We meet
the third Wednesday of each month, the hostess provides lunch, and the reviewer covers a
book she has read, followed by a discussion. The next month, the hostess of the previous
month reviews. As time catches up with us, the membership changes, but we have managed
to remain quite constant in our quest for a dozen. We even have our own dynasty with the
MacFarland girls, Caroline and Sandee, in their late mother’s place.
We were the only group of its kind in our area until “And The Ladies of the Club,” by
Helen Hooven Santmyer was published in 1980. Reading groups popped up all over the
place, especially in libraries. Each book club has its own dynamics... our members read a
book and reviews it, followed by discussion. It doesn’t matter if someone is familiar with
the work, we are there for camaraderie and idea exchange. Victoria Carns likes to cover a
number of books and then serve lunch (last time Mike was present and helped, then to the
ladies’ pleasure joined us in our repast.)
As in any “society” there are amusing little tales... One member couldn’t find the home
of a new person, got angry, and quit. Later she rejoined. Virginia Stone and I went together
to Alice Felix’s house where Helen Schull had the book, as we walked in, Helen asked
Virginia to review her book.” But Helen” demurred Ginny “I haven’t read “The Accidental
Tourist”...Oh, that’s all right, I am sure you will do fine (as I recall she did)...That was Helen’s
last meeting, she was going blind. Then years before, Kay Spaulding entertained us with a
technological treatise on the workings of the brain. Becky Flavin and I, who both enjoyed
less weighty subjects, sighed in relief when it was over…”Oh, my” said our founder, Kay
“I will simply need to continue this next month, there is so much more”. Indeed, there was,
so much more.
The wedding vows “in sickness and in health”, also applies to our group (and I am
sure others). We have included our fellows with Alzheimer’s, broken limbs, terminal illnesses, the bond remains tight. Once upon a time Shirley Thomas (recently deceased, after
a valiant 20 year battle with cancer) broke her leg. She was in a wheelchair. We were at
Nancy Thomas’s in the Hacienda. A mouse ran in. Kay Mitchell jumped on a table. Others
attempted to corner the rodent (in from the fields for some literary enlightenment). I grabbed
one of Shirley’s crutches and chased the little fellow out of the patio door. We have talked
of writing a cookbook, we should write a cookbook. In the meantime, we will read, listen
and enjoy each others company. If there are two members, there will be a meeting, “until
death do us part.”
Since this column was written we have lost many members but have been able to fill
the slots. Norma Mullen whom I enlisted, sadly, passed away three years ago. Her husband, Bill, helped her with her reviews during the last difficult months of her life and, as a
consequence, we invited him to join. He is our only male member; although, since I am in
a wheelchair, John has been taking me and staying for the review and lunch. We often eat
elsewhere rather than the hostess’s, hosts homes, generally at Jeffreys in the Valley. Recently,
long time member, Elaine Rankin, died suddenly. The remaining members are: Victoria
Carns, Caroline Moyer, Mary Kay Crockett, Bill Mullen, Michele Tubman, Martha Wilcox,
Sandee McFarland, Lois Mayol, Rachel Muller, Donna Kneeland and me.
Speaking of wheelchairs. Two days ago, mine broke, irreparably, John must have called
50 places, including thrift shops. No one had a chair. Finally, in desperation, he decided to
drive to Gonzales where one had been located. My daughter Ellen, in Los Angeles, texted
me…why not contact John O’Brien at Central Coast Senior Services. John is a good friend
and should have been first on our list…but he wasn’t. On the way south John (Roland)
stopped by the offices and, low and behold, John O. found one and dropped it off on his
way home from work, so I am back in business until I get my knee surgery…never thought
I would miss a wheel chair. Who would think in a community of senior citizens one would
have been so hard, no impossible to find?
JANE ROLAND – GCR770@AOL.COM 649-0657
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Rudy Fischer

The Big Picture

Are Things Getting Better or Worse? –
200 Years of Improvements

In future articles I will address one area that has not gotten better – environmental global change. But I want to start that discussion by covering what we have
done to get to where we are now.

Almost all countries in the world have made great strides in improving their
living conditions and the health of their people over the last 200 years. To get there
our ancestors built water and sewage projects; as well as dams, road networks, and
rail systems that span continents. To do this they had to burn what they knew would
produce heat and energy - and that was wood, coal, and oil. They also used coal and
gasoline powered equipment to build canals for the movement of people and goods.
Over time energy use shifted from coal, to oil, to natural gas, to steam, to hydro power,
to nuclear energy – and only recently has included wind and solar.
Using those older fuels our forefathers built the Transcontinental Railroad from
1863 to 1869, connecting Iowa to San Francisco on the Pacific Coast. Other railroads
went from all over the East Coast to Iowa, and suddenly people could go across the
country in a few days. Before the railroad was built, it took people up to six months
to go from the East to the West, and it was usually a one way trip with the potential for
starvation and death along the way.
The railroads made the movement of people and products two directional and much
faster, safer, and less expensive; and goods from California still go by train to Boston
and other cities in the east – and vice versa for products from there. Tens of millions
of people were involved in either working on the railroad or manufacturing parts and
trains for it, and an uncounted number of towns and cities arose because of it. Similar
projects improved the human condition around the world.
Our ancestors also built the Erie Canal, completed in 1825, to link trade from the
Great Lake states to the east coast and the rest of the world. It greatly improved the
economy of New York – indeed, the whole country. That is because before the canal
was completed, the best way to move goods was by mules, who were slow and carried
about 250 pounds each at most. Canal boats could haul 1,650 tons each and, when
the canal was finished, transport time was greatly reduced and the cost of shipping a
given weight was reduced by over 90%. In the canal’s peak year of use over 33,000
commercial shipments moved through it.
Other major projects which benefited humanity were the Suez Canal (which shortened the distance from Europe to India and Asia by 5,500 miles) and was opened in
1869, the Panama Canal which opened in 1914, and the Interstate Highway – started
in 1956 and finally completed in 1992. Undersea cables for communication started to
be laid in the 1850s and this work continues to today. We have also developed a train
and airline transportation system that allows us to go just about anywhere within a day
or less. We have cell phones and communications satellites; and navigation systems on
our phones or in our cars that allow us to go right to our destination without having to
use maps or ask for directions. And, of course the Golden Gate and literally hundreds
of other bridges. We also built vast highway systems and many other megaprojects
such as the “Chunnel” train tunnel from England to all over Europe, as well as huge
flood control projects all over the world to keep cities safe.
All of the equipment to do those things burned fuel and added to the globe’s pollution.
But we did not know that until David Keeling of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography
started measuring the increase in our globe’s CO2 levels and released his findings in 1965.
So for 55 years now we have sort of known something about what our global activities are doing to our plant’s atmosphere. But just because someone comes up with
something doesn’t mean that everyone accepts it and takes action right away. And that
is what has happened with this knowledge; which means we have only taken the effects
of CO2 seriously for about 40 years. Some still dispute it, though most are convinced it
is real and want to take action to cut back on that production of CO2. But even if you
still question the connection between CO2 and global change; you have to admit that it
is still not a good idea to pollute our own environment. Even as the buildup of CO2 in
the atmosphere didn’t happen overnight, however, we shouldn’t expect its eradication
overnight either. We need to all have realistic expectations.
In the last 220 years we have had a tremendous population growth, built healthier
cities, made food safety pretty much a non-issue, brought billions of people out of
poverty, provided most of them with the education to make them literate, created a
world where people and products can move rapidly around the world, and doubled
the human lifespan. Human beings also invented refrigeration and air conditioning,
and developed complex transportations systems for people and products. They also
developed our modern communication, public health, and medical systems. In other
words, we have built up the world we now enjoy. Not too bad for our little species.
So, in summary, I will posit that overall things are getting better.
Some of the people reading this may have individual circumstances that make it
seem to them that things are getting worse. But personal circumstances do not negate
overall human progress. In looking at the developments above (and a whole lot of
other things that there is simply a lack of room to discuss here), it would appear that
the overall human condition continues to get better.
Way back in 13 BC the Roman Poet Ovid said “Let others praise ancient times. I
am glad I was born in these.” Two thousand and thirty-three years after he said that,
I could not agree more.

Call us at 831-324-4742
for calendar, advertising,
and legal publication needs.
Your news and opinions are always welcome.

Defining Hope

Tuesday, March 10, 2020
2:00-3:30 pm
Lounge
Canterbury Woods
651 Sinex Avenue, Pacific Grove

http://covia.org/canterbury-woods

A story about people weighing what matters most at
the most fragile junctures in life, and the nurses that
guide them.
Presented by Meggie Pina, Ombudsman Program Manager and
Philip Geiger, Director of Outreach for Hospice Giving Foundation
Defining Hope is a documentary that follows patients with life
threatening illnesses as they make choices how to move forward with
their life. Join us for a 60-minute film screening and 30-minute
discussion/conversation to help you gain peace of mind and prepare for
your healthcare and end of life needs.

Call 831.373.3111 for more information and to register.
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Urban Dinosaurs
Joy Colangelo

From the Trenches

If you study urban planning (how can that possibly be one of my hobbies? Well, it just
is plus I do every form of art known to woman, remain an active cyclist, and have turned
professional at eating lunch. etc.), the turnarounds of downtowns have a big problem. The
problem is much like an archaeologist finding big, once functional bones and spending
years to put them back together, like they were when they were functional, knowing they
won't be. Old buildings are what is wrong with downtown. Especially when the bones
of those buildings butt up against present day regulations.
When you stroll along Pacific Grove's downtown, the buildings are glorious and an
ever increasing bunch of them are empty. Fill them you say? What big retailer is going
to do well where Fat Willy's lived or Hambrooks or even where Pier One was located?
With rents at about $2-3.00 a square foot and many of these buildings exceeding 5,000
square feet (some triple that), the monthly payment far exceeds retail or restaurant sales
potential. But there's another problem that's not simple math. The buildings need work.
"Well," you say "these landlords have money - remodel them!" Several of the buildings
or businesses have been handed to now the third generation and I don't know if you've
been involved in settling a trust in your family, but imagine your children or grandchildren
navigating a remodel when some of them want to sell, some want to keep it as is and some
want it to be top notch. We usually can't walk through that gracefully when it's one house,
never mind a massive building that has to earn several "livings." Even if all agree (HA!),
the family butts up against something more unimaginably unreasonable: Ordinances.
If your remodel costs over $175,000, the ADA (American with Disabilities Act) is
triggered. Now a building has to have a lift or elevator, bathrooms wide enough to allow
transfer from a wheelchair to toilet and ramps to enter that have a 1:12 maximum slope
(1 inch high for every 12 inches long). Ramps have to be at least 36 inches wide, have
top and bottom landings at least 60 inches long and just to top it off, the landings must
be at least five feet square. Take a peek into one of these empty buildings and you tell
me where an elevator shaft goes, where a long ramp goes and then scratch your head as
you look at the slope of the sidewalk outside that far exceeds 1:12 and in fact, could be
16% grade (16 foot change in elevation for every 100 feet). How does that make sense?
Well, it doesn't have to. Take a peek into the laundry building and see the sloping floor
there and tell me how much money it will take to level it out. Take a peek into Hambrooks
and you tell me how much it would cost to heat it or put another elevator in right next to
their freight elevator that lo and behold, cannot be used for people. Now peek below any
of the other buildings, many built on underground springs and you tell me how much it
would cost to cap them off appropriately. The underground spring below the building
on the north corner of Lighthouse and 18th, a relatively newish building, sump pumps
several times a day into the street and down to Lovers Point. The other buildings would
have to all do the same with a remodel trigger. Add on new electrical, new plumbing,
drilling through concrete, new this and new that -- my gosh, even new awnings would
take three family meetings. And I didn't mention, asbestos clean up (shhhhh don't tell
Holmans developers because they conveniently forgot and had to pay a fine. Believe me,
the fine was probably paltry at half a million dollars compared to what it would have cost
to remove and dispose of the asbestos properly. It was a simple math decision I'm sure).
A building doesn't even have to exceed $175,000 in remodel to trigger ADA - if a
building changes uses, it's triggered. Think of PG Art Center - if they leave, that owner
has to put in an elevator. You tell me where it would go and how much money that would
cost. Remember the laborious wait for the Bath House to become the Beach House? ADA
was triggered even with the same use!
How a dreamer, who takes on one of these buildings, manifests that dream without
having to go into great debt and still attract more customers than is likely possible to break
even every night, is anyone's bad guess. Luckily, many of the buildings have living units
above them and commercial properties can still have short term rentals if they are 55 feet
from each other. With many owners having STRs along Lighthouse, that might be the only
way to have a break even night. So dreamers, get your political suspenders on to hold up
your moral fortitude. You might find yourself fighting to lift that 55' STR limit so your
dream doesn't become your worst nightmare. That's what happens when triggers appear
to be originating from some type of assault rifle known as urban planning.
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Virus Fears Postpone Hootenanny

Due to uncertainty about the danger of the virus and the close contact of a
large number of people at our Hootenannies, we are putting the March 14. Hoot
on hold until a future date.

All League Honors for Lady Breakers

I am excited to announce that the following Lady Breaker varsity players have received
PCAL Cypress division All League honors this season. Wendy Porzig was selected
to the Second Team All League. Lyndsey Llantero was selected to the First Team All
League, and Defensive Player of The Year. And Molly Momberger was selected to the
Chamberlain - All Sportsmanship Team- Robin Lewis, Coach

Wendy Porzig

Lyndsey Llantero

Brad Sendell continues to stand out
at Lawrence University

Lawrence University men’s basketball standout Brad Sendell has been chosen for
the All-Midwest Conference team for the second consecutive season in a vote of league
coaches. He continues hi outstanding
career as a Pacific Grove Breaker.
Sendell, a junior guard, was a
second-team selection for the second
straight year.
Sendell led the Midwest Conference
in scoring at 22.7 points per game while
shooting 46.4 percent from the floor,
good for 12th in the league. In MWC
games, Sendell ranked in the top six in
3-point and free-throw shooting. He was
fourth in the conference at 2.8 3-pointers
made per game and shot 38.1 percent
from beyond the arc, good for sixth in the
league. He was fourth in the conference
from the foul line at 81.1 percent.
Sendell scored a career-high 34
points at Grinnell College this season
and posted three 30-point games in
league play.
Brad Sendell as a Breaker
Sendell played in all of Lawrence’s
25 games and averaged a league-best
22.4 points per contest overall. The 22.4
scoring average is the second-highest in Lawrence history. Sendell finished with 561
points, which is the second-highest point total in Lawrence history.
Sendell shot 45.9 percent from the floor for the season and that included 39.6
percent from 3-point range. He finished at 81.2 percent from the foul line. Sendell also
averaged 3.8 rebounds and 2.8 assists per contest.
Sendell, who transferred to Lawrence as a sophomore, became the first player in
Lawrence history to score 1,000 points in just two seasons with the Vikings. Sendell
has 1,030 points and ranks 22nd on Lawrence’s career scoring list. Lawrence’s career
record of 1,565 is held by three-time All-American Chris Braier.
Lawrence finished with an 11-14 overall record and took seventh in the MWC.

Legal Notices

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20200255
The following person is doing business as THE JACANA GROUP, 105 LAGUNA PLACE, Salinas, CA
93908. Ben Nurse, 105 LAGUNA PLACE, Salinas,
CA 93908. This statement was filed with the Clerk
of Monterey County on January 29, 2020. Registrant
commenced to transact business under the fictitious
business name or name(s) listed above on October 20,
2007. Signed: Stephen L. Vagnini. This business is
conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 2/14,
2/21, 2/28, 3/6/20
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20200329
The following person is doing business as JADE
COAST CONSTRUCTION, 5 NW 4TH ON SANTA
RITA ST, Carmel, CA 93921. RICHARD CHARLES
BANJANIN, 5 NW 4TH ON SANTA RITA ST, Carmel, CA 93921. This statement was filed with the Clerk

of Monterey County on February 11, 2020. Registrant
commenced to transact business under the fictitious
business name or name(s) listed above on October 20,
2007. Signed: Stephen L. Vagnini. This business is
conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 2/14,
2/21, 2/28, 3/6/20
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20200491
The following person is doing business as PG VIBES,
194 COUNTRY CLUB CENTER, PACIFIC GROVE,
CA 93950. NORMA ACOSTA, 194 COUNTRY
CLUB CENTER, PACIFIC GROVE, CA 93950.
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey
County on March 3, 2020. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name or
name(s) listed above on 03/03/20. Signed: Stephen L.
Vagnini. This business is conducted by an individual;.
Publication dates: 3/6, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27
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Monterey County Fair cancels live
poultry exhibits at 2020 event due to
flareup of poultry disease
Due to the continued presence of Virulent Newcastle Disease in California, the
Monterey County Fair has canceled its live poultry exhibits at the 2020 fair scheduled for Sept. 3-7.
The decision follows a recommendation from Dr. Annette Jones, California State
Veterinarian with the California Department of Food and Agriculture. Jones highly
recommended cancelling poultry shows and poultry exhibits in California until the
regional quarantine in Southern California is lifted. The recommendation comes after
a recent flareup of disease in the Southern California regional quarantine area, and
the risk it poses to fairs and poultry shows throughout the state.
Virulent Newcastle Disease is a highly contagious respiratory disease of birds, including chickens, that spreads quickly and is almost always deadly to poultry. Virus particles can spread by direct contact between birds, and people can spread the disease by
moving infected birds, moving equipment and feed, and by wearing clothing and shoes
that have been in infected areas. The only way to stop the spread of the virus and eradicate the disease is to euthanize infected birds, and all birds within highly infected areas.
Newcastle Disease virus does not affect humans in the same way that it does birds,
but it can cause conjunctivitis (often called pink eye) in humans.
The Monterey County Fair joins numerous other fairs and poultry organizations in
California to cancel shows following the recommendation from the state veterinarian.
Other livestock events and exhibits are expected to proceed as usual at the fair.
For information visit www.montereycountyfair.com.

Palliative Care and
Symptom Management
Tips on Conserving Energy to Reduce Fatigue
Presented by Virginia Wilson, RN, VNA Palliative Care
Supervisor and Ashley Preto, OT, VNA Clinical Supervisor

Thursday, March 12
1:00 - 2:30 pm
Merrill Gardens
200 Iris Canyon Road
Monterey

In Palliative Care, our team strives to manage symptoms
that are related to chronic disease and aging. Fatigue is a
symptom that many people experience. Fatigue is
defined as persistent subjective sense of tiredness
leading to a reduced capacity to participate in activities
of daily living and decreasing quality of life for many. In
this talk, we will discuss what is palliative care and focus
on managing the symptoms related to fatigue.

Call 831.649.3363 for more information.

If you see a clump of bees, most likely they are on the move and
looking for a new home. This often happens when a hive gets too big
and has to split up. Bees in these swarms are typically not aggressive
as they do not have a hive to defend, and they will probably move
on before long.

Crossword Puzzle Solution
Peter Silzer
Sitrep Puzzle on page 6

Previous editions of Cedar Street Times can be found at

www.cedarstreettimes.com

Back issues are located under the tab “Past Issues”

City and County Agencies Address
Corona Virus Concerns
Cruise ship visitors following CDC protocol

While its natural to be concerned hearing about COVID-19 (Novel Coronavirus),
Monterey County residents should know that Monterey County’s Health Department has
been monitoring this emerging virus since December of last year and regularly prepares
and practices themselves and medical facilities for emergencies.
There are no cases of COVID-19 in Monterey County at this time.
With guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and
the California Department of Public Health, the Monterey County Health Department is
the lead agency locally providing protocols for addressing any potential local cases of
coronavirus. Together, the County, local cities, and hospitals are coordinating efforts to
contain the potential spread of the virus and to share accurate information to the community.
Currently, no restrictions are in place for transportation within the United States. Airports,
bus and train stations, and maritime vessels including cruise ships, are following reporting
and monitoring guidelines established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and other federal agencies such as the U.S. Coast Guard.
The cruise ship, Amadea, arrives for the day in Monterey tomorrow, March 3, from
San Francisco, on the way to Santa Barbara. The ship’s prior itinerary included stops in
Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Mexico, and other ports in Central and South America– no travel
in the recent past were in any high-risk for coronavirus destinations.
“We take the current health scare very seriously,” said City Manager Hans
Uslar. “We are taking proactive and appropriate steps with guidance from the CDC
and Coast Guard to assess cruise ship visits during the current COVID-19 outbreak.
Amadea passengers and crew currently meet the criteria by the CDC for travel.”
The City is creating an internal task force to remain vigilant and keep staff and the public
informed about local impacts on a regular basis until the virus is contained.
The County of Monterey’s Health Department continues to take a proactive approach
to preplanning and a response for COVID-19. “The CDC has not implemented travel restrictions on bus and train stations or maritime vessels such as cruise ships entering U.S.
ports at this time,” states Dr. Edward Moreno, the County’s Director of Public Health.
The only travel advisories in place at this time are for travelers to avoid nonessential travel
to Italy, South Korea, Iran, and China, as well as suggesting that travelers reconsider cruise
ship voyages to or within Asia. Dr. Moreno adds, “The best thing we can do right now is to continue effective handwashing, cover your coughs and sneezes, and stay home if you are sick.”
The City of Monterey has set up a web page with facts sheets and links from the County
of Monterey and the CDC on COVID-19 prevention and response at www.monterey.
org/coronavirus
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In Our Own Back Yard - Part 120

Would you cast your vote for the face on Mars?
Electioneering is over, but the complete results of California’s Super Tuesday
aren’t in yet.
If you’re game, take a post-election
break and read this digest-sized science-fiction story that wrote me during
the Clinton presidency in 1995. It may
help you decide how to vote in November
2020’s presidential election.
The Face on Mars
Before the planet Mars lost its sea,
water shimmered golden in the sunlight,
the people stood tall like statues, and
their eyes were green as jade. Flanked
by pyramids, one face remained after the
planet turned barren and dry and this figure
appeared to be scanning the universe like
a father seeking a family.
The Venusians, a compact race, discovered the face on Mars during a routine
surveillance mission when their scanners
picked up what appeared to be a high rock
ledge that, in shadows of the sun, resembled Venusian features: two eyes, a nose
and an expressionless mouth.
The chief pilot of a cruise patrol craft
said, “Surely, it cannot be a construct.
Mars is dead as rock. How could anyone
have sculpted such a massive face from
dry rock?”
The co-pilot said, “I believe there was
a race. Long ago...”
“Where did such marvelous beings
go?”
“That’s the mystery.”
“It does appear to be non-natural in
construction. The eyes...I hesitate to look
at them--”
“Why?”
“Because that super-head down there
looks just like you.”
The glass-like bubbleship in which
the two patrolmen were circling the dead
planet shuddered. The chief said, “I do
wonder if, in our cells, there’s the strain
of another race we haven’t yet begun to
understand...”
“Let’s cut the deep space talk. Let’s
head back to the command post and grab
a burger.”
“With fries. Curly fries. Lots of salt.”
Even though Mars had no atmosphere, its magnetic field was powerful
and the space capsule traveled on full
thruster power to escape being pulled
down to the dry dust filled with rivulets
and canyons where powerful torrents of
water had once flowed. The face watched
the Venusians go without blinking.
----Halfway across the galaxy, a rain of
meteors struck the invisible membrane
which separated the planet Venus’s stratosphere from deep space, lighting the night
sky with an aurora of crimson red sparks
shimmying surfaceward.
Buzzers blasted throughout the space
station where the chief pilot was wiping
salt from his chin. Sirens screamed an alert
as a Venusian broadcaster’s face appeared.
No sound came over the triangular-shaped
transmission box, but the co-pilot knew
how to read lips.
“What’s he saying?” the pilot asked.
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Photo of The Face on Mars courtesy of NASA
“Something about Venus popping like a
balloon?”
“The planet’s air...” the co-pilot read.
“It’s escaping through tears in the protective membrane...” The onscreen announcer
gasped, his green eyes bulged, then fell
like two marbles from their sockets.
“We’d better stay here, Joe,” the
co-pilot said.
“No. Maybe someone down there can
be saved. I’m superior officer, and that’s
an order!”
----Except for vapor rising from the
muddy surface, Venus looked as barren
as Mars.
“My God of the Universe!” The pilot
wiped his eyes as he headed the craft toward the surface. “It’s all gone! The cities.
The vegetation. The Venusians...”
“We’re surrounded by methane...”
“Venus lost her atmosphere. It’s out
there…traveling through space as a frozen
a comet with a tail. . . ” He gulped and
whispered. “Like sperm in a nuptial rite!”
“And all the living things are trapped
and frozen like seeds in it.”
The last Venusians’ oxygen supply
lasted five hours. They perished with their
green eyes open and staring sightless into
space.
----The Venusian comet settled into a
trajectory that orbited wide and swept in
a broad oval around the sun, and then it
penetrated a rocky space orb and entered
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its fiery core…and the seeds of life regenerated and an atmosphere formed,
with an embryonic membrane as clear and
invisible to the eyes of the simple creatures
that swam in the waters as the atmosphere
on Venus had been.
But they saw not, for the Light of Universal Intelligence had not yet penetrated
their smaller forms.
In time, green things sprouted roots
and grew into umbrellas to shade the future superior race. And the new Venusians
crawled from steaming waters and began
to breathe air.
ln the distance, the faded green eyes
of the Face on Mars stared unblinkingly
across the abyss.
As life evolved, the superior beings
who stood around six feet tall mastered
the art of flying like birds, and harnessed
electricity and magnetic fields of their

home planet, which was named Earth.
And in the year 2025, following a
thinning of their overheated planet and
loss of air, an expedition of colonists was
sent to Mars to explore establishing an
artificial atmosphere where a few humans
could be saved.
----The co-pilot of the first landing craft
to reach the surface said, “Everyone at
NASA has wondered for more than 50
years: Is the face on Mars natural or unnatural?”
“What do you think?”
‘Well, it looks a lot like the Sphinx in
Egypt. Bigger, of course, but Mars is a hell
of a lot bigger than Earth.”
“So you think a race of giants lived
on Mars?”
“How else can you explain the pyramids. They came to Earth from Mars and
built smaller reproductions of landmarks
on their home planet.”
The ship cruised past a hunk of rock
no NASA probes had previously spotted.
The pilot nearly jumped out of his space
suit. “Am I nuts.. . but isn’t that...”
“Golden arches!”
“What’s a McDonald’s doing frozen
in deep space?”
“I don’t know, but it’s out of business.”
As the space ships landed, the faded
green eyes of the face that was watching
the activity blinked, and the shadow of a
mouth opened and dust fell out. And Abraham said to the people, “Give me a drink,
children. I nearly died of thirst waiting for
you to come home.”
----Global warming isn’t a hoax. Bear
that in mind when you vote for the next
president in November, lest facts be
ignored until it’s too late to reverse this
possibility: the national housing crisis
could be solved because everyone on our
planet is not only homeless, we’re dead.
Meanwhile, Doris Beckman advises
that COVIA will make a home-sharing
presentation to the Monterey County
Board of Supervisors on Tues., March 10,
10:30 a.m. Details from 831-601-4584,
goldenconnections1@gmail.com .
(The Face on Mars first appeared in
Hodge Podge Literary Journal, June 1995.)
Contact Wanda Sue Parrott, 831-8995887, amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com
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