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The Pacific Grove Library is
CLOSED

during the COVID-19 pandemic 
crisis. We will advise as soon 

as it’s open again. You may still 
return books at the appropriate 

boxes.
Here is the link to our 

Virtual Storytime:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist
?list=PLvBmztrfc99sP8jg1WtS0F-

zJCHI-AXvg
•

Virtual Crafternoon!
https://www.youtube.com/

•
The Pacific Grove Museum is

CLOSED
during the COVID-19 pandemic

•
Jameson’s Classic Motocycle 

Museum is
CLOSED

during the COVID-19 pandemic
Call for online programs

•
Most are restaurants are open for

TAKE- OUT ONLY
•

Walk Like MADD and Run in the 
Name of Love are cancelled

See page 7 for virtual kids’ events 

WHICH LOCAL  
BUSINESS(ES) 

WILL YOU GO TO 
FIRST WHEN THE 

SHELTER-IN-PLACE 
ORDER IS LIFTED?

Hairdresser
Dine-In Restaurant

Movie Theater
Manicurist
Thrift Store
Book Store

Library
Other

EMAIL YOUR 
CHOICE TO

editor@cedarstreettimes.com
AND WE’LL PUBLISH THE 

RESULTS

As of press time,
restaurants rule!

Hairdressers and barbers are 
second.

We want bookstores and the 
library

Photo from a Flu Pandemic 
of the Past
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Car Week Events Cancelled or On Edge
Non-Profits, Cities will Lose Benefits 

The Pandemic Means CST Will Go Digital

With the announcement of the can-
cellation of the Pebble Beach Concours 
d'Elegance, originally set for August 16, 
2020, other events which dovetail with 
the iconic event have also cancelled or 
rescheduled. This was to have been a 
special Concours, celebrating the event's 
70th anniversary. With the cancellation 
of this year's event, the 70th Pebble 
Beach Concours will now take place on 
Sunday, August 15, 2021.

The car selection process for the 
Concours was recently completed and 
entrants were notified of their acceptance 
earlier in April. But acceptance letters 
stressed that these cars were invited to 
appear at the 70th celebration even if it 
was delayed. Even for a year.

These events normally benefit local 
nonprofits, which will likely suffer from 
the withdawal of funds. 

The Little Car Show, originally 
set for Wednesday, August 12, 2020 
in downtown Pacific Grove, has been 

cancelled though organizers are open to 
other dates and sites. They already have had 
registrants, including one from Arizona, 
according to organizers.

“We had decided that if the Concours 
fell through, we would also cancel,” said 
John Moulton, chairman of Marina Motor-
sports which hosts the show.

Pacific Grove Rotary, which would 
have held their show-and-shine, rally drive 
to Pebble Beach and back, and awards 
dinner on August 14, 2020, has put their 
plans on hold as well. “We continue to 
plan on holding the event by looking at 
other ways to do it,” said Rotary president, 
Travis Long. Among the choices would be 
to hold only the rally portion and forget 
about the dinner. Rotary funds scholarships 
and books for third graders, among other 
activities.

“We've already lost the income from 
Good Old Days [where the Rotary hosts 
a beer garden]” said Long. “These are our 
two main fund-raisers,” he added. He also 

pointed out that the funds which recent-
ly went to the Food Bank (see page 3, 
this issue) came from individual mem-
bers' pockets, not from the club treasury.

Moulton pointed out that Mari-
na Motorsports, a nonprofit, has lost 
income after having lost its site for a 
regular swap meet and for autonomous 
testing, both money-making activities. 
Moulton said the group is looking at 
moving those events to either UCSC in 
Santa Cruz or CSUMB. More informa-
tion can be found at marinamotorsports.
com where donations to the club's 
non-profit activities can also be made. 
The Little Car Show usually sends sev-
eral thousand dollars to to local youth 
activities – Boy Scouts, the PG Library, 
and the Youth Center among them, as 
well as the Veterans Transition Center.

Races at Laguna Seca Raceway, 
now under new management, are still 

SEE CAR WEEK EVENTS: Page 3

No Social Distancing Here
The new crop of harbor seals 
may not have heard that 
there’s a flu pandemic or that 
social distancing is the law. 
They’re just doing what seals 
do at the beach .

Photo by Bob Pacelli

By Marge Ann Jameson, Publisher

Cedar Street Times has published 
faithfully for 13 years, providing news and 
opinion for Pacific Grove and a venue for 
advertisers to reach our specific market. 
But the coronavirus has taken its toll on 
our existing advertising customers and our 
ability to attract new advertisers, so we 
have reached  decision to cut back publi-
cation to a digtal format for the time being.

Until the economy opens up and it 
makes sense to advertise businesses which, 

for now, are closed, we will be digital each 
week and only publish a print version on 
the last Friday of the month -- as we are 
doing today.

Webster, who has not taken a vacation 
in three years, is going to take a brief hiatus 
to visit some form of modern psychedelic, 
co-ed monastery/Clown College. He’ll be 
back from Berlin with even more amazing 
hair for the next print version.

The advantages we see, apart from 
saving the cost of printing (our major 
expenditure) include the fact that we can 

familiarize our readership with the 
website and thereby be able to reach 
readers with bulletins as well as having 
the ability to make the paper as big as we 
need to do it instead of being faced with 
the constraints of a print version. Look 
for some 10-page or 14-page papers, or 
even some odd numbers (a feat which is 
impossible on a newspaper press). No 
more “saving stories for the next week 
because they won’t fit!”

SEE GOING DIGITAL: Page 3

LOOK FOR 
WAYNE GUFFIN’S 
TRACK & FIELD 

ONLINE
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Skillshots

Joan Skillman

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal 
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is 
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is available 
at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.

Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Managing Editor Webster Slate
Graphic Design: Dan Bohrman

Distribution Manager: Charbel Samaha
Regular Contributors: Bill Cohen 

 Joy Colangelo • Bruce Cowan • Scott Dick 
 Neil Jameson  

Wanda Sue Parrott • Jean Prock • Jane Roland  
Patrick Ryan • Katie Shain • Peter Silzer 

Bob Silverman • Charbel Samaha • Joan Skillman • Rudolph Tenenbaum 
Fred Visser

All contents copyright 2020 unless otherwise noted.

831.324.4742 Phone 
editor@cedarstreettimes.com

PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE

PG RAIN GAUGE

Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy. 
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents. 

Week Ending Wednesday, April 29, 2020

      Inches, as of 8 AM, 4/29/20:                0"            

 Current season's total since 7/1/19:            21.27"  

Rain total one year ago to date:                 23.62"
_______________________________________________

Previous Season-- July 2018 through June 2019:     26.3"

Leopard Shark
Triakis semifasciata

The Leopard Shark is a mid-sized species of  shark found 
along the coast of  California. It resides mainly in shallow 
waters and near kelp forests. Leopard Sharks hunt in sandy 
areas for buried invertebrates like crabs, shellfish, and marine 
worms. Occasionally, groups of  Leopard Sharks will school 
alongside similarly sized sharks like the Spiny Dogfish and 
Brown Smooth-hound. While some species of  shark must 
move constanly to keep water flowing through their gills, 
bottom-dwelling species like the Leopard Shark are able to 
rest on the seafloor and manually force water through their 
gills. This behavior is called ram ventilation. 

Sharks possess 
small sensory pores on 

their snouts called Ampullae of  
Lorenzinni, which detect electric currents 
caused by movement. The downward-
facing mouth of  the Leopard Shark helps 
it pull its prey from the sand. 

© Dan Bohrman, 2020
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Pacific Grove Rotary Answers the Call
The Rotary Clubs in Monterey County set a goal of raising $100,000 to support 

the Monterey County Food Bank in this extraordinary time of need.  The Pacific 
Grove Rotary Club Board of Directors created a $3,000 dollar-for-dollar match from 
Club funds, and three Club members personally added $2,000 to the match fund to 
enlarge the match pool to a $5,000.  In just four days, generous Club members not only 
met the match, but exceeded it!  A check for $11,025 was presented to the Monterey 
County Food Bank on behalf of the Rotary Club of Pacific Grove.  Altogether, the 21 
Monterey County Rotary Clubs raised $132,900!

In the 2019-20 fiscal year the PG Rotary Legacy fund, the philanthropic arm of 
the Rotary Club, is allocating grants totaling $39,800 to community organizations.  
We support the local Boy Scout Troop, I-HELP, Gathering for Women, the Feast of 
Lanterns; we give high school scholarships, and made a major donation to the reno-
vation of the Pacific Grove Library.  We support the annual Rotary Track Meet at PG 
High, we bring you the Good Old Days Parade, and we provide dictionaries to every 
third grader in the Pacific Grove Schools.  The whale sculpture in Berwick Park was 
funded through Rotary!  

PG Rotary raises funds for our local community through two primary fundraisers:  
the Rotary Beer Garden held during the PG Good Old Days and the PG Auto Rally, 
held during Concours Week.  Although both of these events have been canceled or 
vastly modified in 2020 due to the coronavirus, PG Rotary will continue to support our 
local area as much as possible in this time of immense need.  Individuals wishing to 
contribute to the work of PG Rotary can mail a donation to the Pacific Grove Legacy 
Fund (a nonprofit tax exempt 501(c) (3) organization) at P.O. Box 51, Pacific Grove, 
CA  93950.  

Rotary Clubs in Monterey County 
Donate $125,000 to Local Food Banks

The Monterey area’s Rotary Assistant District Governor Belinda Daguio pres-
ents the check from Pacific Grove Rotary to the Food Bank of Monterey’s 
Executive Director, Melissa Kendrick.

Monterey County Health Officer Issues 
Order Regarding Short-Term Rentals

The Monterey County Health Officer has issued an Order clarifying approved use 
of short-term lodging facilities while under the Monterey County Health Officer Shelter 
in Place Order dated April 3, 2020.  

Short-term lodging facilities can remain open for limited purposes.  People can stay 
in short-term lodging as part of efforts to slow the spread of the virus such as  lodging 
for the homeless population, lodging for people seeking stable housing, and lodging for 
people who cannot return to their own residence either because they cannot isolate or 
quarantine at their own residence or because there is a person living in their residence 
with COVID-19 who cannot isolate or quarantine themselves. People can also stay in 
short-term lodging if they need to temporarily relocate to provide essential services, as 
defined in the Monterey County Shelter in Place Order dated April 3, 2020.  

The order is effective immediately and will remain in effect until May 3, 2020 
pending a revised order. Lodgings that have guests on site in the short-term rental 
prior to the effective date may stay through the end of their original booking period.  
No extensions are allowed, unless the guests fall into one of the approved categories.

A copy of the order is posted at  www.mtyhd.org/shelterinplace.

From Carmel Valley Report

on the calendar, according to the Corkscrew Newsletter and the race track website: 
“In consultation with County of Monterey health officials and leadership, planning 
continues for events that are held beginning in July. WeatherTech Raceway Laguna 
Seca management remains flexible during this time given the COVID-19 situation, 
but there are optimistic indicators that the events may be able to be held.”

As of this time, the MotoAmerica and Ferrari Challenge Series events are still 
moving forward as planned. The important vintage race, the Rolex Reunion, set for 
three and a half months from now, likely will still be held August 13-16, 2020. Track 
operators are looking at special plans for spatial distancing, a new concierge program 
to welcome guests, and other safety protocols. Acceptance letters have already gone 
out for this event, too.

PCAR WEEK EVENTS From Page 1

P.G. City Government Harassing 
Seniors – Again!
Editor:

I’m a 75 year old widower who has lived in the Monarch Pines Park for over seven 
years, and in Pacific Grove for close to 20. I’m also a third generation Californian, but 
that’s a totally different story. My late wife and I first came to Pacific Grove, “America’s 
Last Hometown”, in 1982. We purchased a house on Grove Acre Avenue and later, after 
selling our first house, bought one on Surf Avenue. Our son went through the Pacific 
Grove school system (in which I taught), and still lives in town with his family.

In 1993 my wife and I were given the opportunity to teach in Europe. We sold our 
Surf Avenue home and left the country. When we returned to the United States, we 
accepted teaching positions in Massachusetts where we remained until our retirement. 
We stayed there until 2013, when, after two very severe New England winters we 
decided we’d had enough brutal weather, sold our home there and returned to Pacific 
Grove. Much to our shock, the real estate market had gone into overdrive in our absence. 
Houses we had owned in the past had quadrupled in price! What were we going to do?

T.J. Bristol, our very knowledgeable real estate agent, suggested Monarch Pines, a 
seniors-only complex of mobile homes. We were skeptical, but visited, looked, cogitat-
ed, and within short order purchased a lovely unit which was well within our teachers 
retirement budget. We really enjoyed being back in Pacific Grove with its mild weather, 
“walk to everything” layout and the very friendly folks who live here. At our ages, we 
could walk our springer spaniel all over town.

Unfortunately, my wife passed away suddenly in 2016, but still, I have no desire to 
leave our home in Monarch Pines. It’s a wonderful place to live, filled with delightful 
people coming from many varied and fascinating backgrounds. It provides affordable 
senior housing and gives access to all of the amenities that Pacific Grove offers – shops, 
restaurants, and many other things. Even with the current “shelter-in-place” policies, 
Monarch Pines is a very safe place for its residents to live.

The city of Pacific Grove has been harassing us for the past several years with its 
desire to usurp the properties of 103 senior families. The question I have for the planning 
commission (Ms. Aziz), Town Manager (Mr. Harvey) and the city council of Pacific 
Grove (Mayor Peake and his cronies) is this: “What earthly reason, other than possibly 
being in a developer’s pocket, could you have for wanting to destroy my home?” It 
seems that “America’s Last Hometown” has become very unfriendly to the elderly.

With all due respect to those city officials involved,
S.C. Thomas

Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Here’s How to Get A Hometown 
Newspaper -- Donate!
Editor: 
I have lived in Pacific Grove for 33 years and one thing is for sure.   We have 
ALWAYS had a hometown newspaper.   For a while, THE CARMEL PINECONE 
ran a special PG edition.   Then Susan Goldman started THE BEACON.. Then THE 
HOMETOWN BULLETIN published by Edie McDonald and Xavier  Maruyama. 
These people were not working for profit but because their newspapers served the 
Pacific Grove public good. 

Now we have THE CEDAR STREET TIMES. I walked by their open office door on 
Grand Ave. today.   The staff was there.   They were working.   They have no advertising.   
They are working without a salary these past three months.   I told them that when I get 
that stimulus check ( even if I don’t get one), I will donate to THE CEDAR STREET 
TIMES. They are not asking for charity. You probably won’t get a tax deduction. But 
you DO get a hometown newspaper.   How many of us have written articles, letters to 
the editor, advertising for local events and they put it in FOR FREE? I belong to The 
Gentrain Society and Marge Jameson, editor, sometimes gives us a half page FOR 
FREE. How about donating a little to the local newspaper?   It’s our only true source 
of hometown news and opinion.

Carol Marquart, Pacific Grove

Opinion
Your Letters

PGOING DIGITAL From Page 1
We’ll keep our staff intact and all of the contributors you’ve come to look for every 

week will now be on line at www.cedarstreettimes.com.
If you want to be alerted when the paper is finished and posted on our website, or 

when there’s a news bulletin, send us an email and we’ll put you on the list.
There’s also the advantage of becomng familiar with our ditigal archive, plus the 

fact that we’ll be able to publish more pictures. And because the county offices have 
been closed, there’s been no need for legal publications though we will of course go 
back to print if that need opens up. So next week, look for us on our website and every 
Friday thereafter until May 29, June 26, July 31 and August 28 by which time we hope 
this shelter-in-place thing will be over.

Will you recognize us without masks?

From the Friends of the Pacific Grove Library
Dear Editors:

I regret the misunderstanding that caused my email to the PG Library Friends mem-
bership, of which the Cedar Street Times is a valued business member, to be published 
as a Letter to the Editor. That was not my intent and I apologize for any confusion.

However, this gives me the opportunity to thank Marge Ann and all the staff and 
writers who have championed the Friends and the Library through the years. This 
community is very fortunate to have the Cedar Street Times to support its nonprofits, 
businesses, schools, City and citizens.

Kim Bui
President, Friends of the Pacific Grove Public Library.

Editor’s note: Thank you Ms. Bui for your kind words. In the aforementioned 
community, you are a stand out. I remain optimistic that when we start rolling again 
the others will follow your lead. – Webster Slate.
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Random Thoughts
Jane Roland

  BON MOTS          5/01/2020
Today I will entertain you with bits and pieces .. odds and ends from people living 

and dead. Thoughts that might lift your spirits a bit.  The first is from Andy Rooney, 
an American radio and television writer who was best known for his weekly broadcast 
“A Few Minutes with Andy Rooney,” a part of the CBS News program “60 Minutes” 
from 1978 to 2011. His final regular appearance on “60 Minutes” aired on October 2, 
2011; he died a month later at the age of 92. Sent by a friend:

Or That the best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly person.
I have learned ... That when you’re in love, it shows.
I’ve learned ... That just one person saying to me, ‘You’ve made my day!’ makes 

my day.
I’ve learned ... That having a child fall asleep in your arms is one of the most 

peaceful feelings in the world.   
(This pleasure taken from many of us because of the virus...)
I’ve learned ...   That being kind is more important than being right.   
I’ve learned ... That you should never say no to a gift from a child.
I’ve learned ... That I can always pray for someone when I don’t have the strength 

to help him in any other way.
I’ve learned ... That no matter how serious your life requires you to be, everyone 

needs a friend to act goofy with.
I’ve learned ... That sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold and a heart to 

understand.
I’ve learned ...That simple walks with my father around the block on summer 

nights when I was a child did wonders for me as an adult.
I’ve learned ...That life is like a roll of toilet paper.     The closer it gets to the end, 

the faster it goes.
Particularly pertinent now.
 I’ve learned ...That money doesn’t buy class.   
I’ve learned ... That it’s those small daily happenings that make life so spectacular.
(This photo from a bench in our garden last night is an example:
Photo from son, Jay in Panama…

Good morning! (From son, Jay, who with wife, Denise and two dogs moved to 
Panama in 2019)

Nope, not much going on down here. The country is on a pretty serious lockdown. 
We are currently allowed off of the property two hours, every other day. Men get 
Tues, Thurs, and Sat; women get M, W, and F. Sunday, everything is locked down 
completely. The last two weekends, they have shut down Saturday as well, so I have 
had to be on the property from Thursday to Tuesday. Our Jeep is stuck on the other side 
of the country, at the mechanic. (I was going to get it the DAY they instituted travel 
restrictions.) So, I get around on the electric bike. I can be “downtown” in about ten 
minutes. So, yesterday I had to hit four different super mercados to find all the stuff 
we needed. The stores are still pretty well stocked, but they are low on odd things, like 
ice cream and chili. Shopping is always a bit of an adventure here; this just makes it 
a little more so. The ferry that brings trucks to the islands is only running every other 
day now, as opposed to twice a day. The ban on international flights was just extended 
for a month. There was some speculation that the government was going to implement 
a rolling lift of the quarantine, depending on COVID-19 cases in a particular region. 
Our islands have had zero, although there have been 6-8 over on the mainland part of 
the Bocas province. The document I saw had our quarantine lifting as early as May 4, 
but that was apparently not any kind of official information. So, we will see. They are 
being overly cautious.

No liquor at all is being sold right now in the country. Masks are required if you 
leave your property; otherwise, it is a $10 fine.

Our house sits on half of an acre, and the entire development is just over 50 acres. 
We have the pool at the house, and there is a dock on a quiet little bay down by the 
neighbors’ house, if we want to swim in the ocean. So, lockdown has not been terrible, 
just boring. Lots of folks are in town and legitimately cannot leave their houses.

Denise has been painting a lot of rocks. I do not think she has left the house in over 
a month. Some of he rocks she is painting now are about the size of a football, but most 
are in the “Big Mac” range. I usually pick her up four or five when I go to town. The 
rocks end up around the yard when she is done. The smaller ones are on the wall by the 
pool, and the larger ones are starting to border the cement walkway around the houses.

I just finished painting some cayuco paddles. Do not know what the next project is 
going to be.  Currently reading “Night Boat to Tangiers,” one of the Booker nominees 
for this year. Just finished “The Overstory,” which I thought was amazing.

Getting mail and packages has been an adventure. They were holding things in 
Miami for awhile. Now, they are flying into Panama City, and then being trucked all 
the over to Almirante, and then ferried over. But the ferry is only running every other 
day, once a day at this point. So we have a big backlog of letters and packages on the 
way. I think we have ten items “in transit.” Hopefully Thursday. 

No big plans for the day. Cannot do much around the house, since the hardware 
stores are closed. Working on my Spanish, getting a certificate to teach English as a 
Foreign Language. Watching the new season of Bosch and finally watching “Hunters.”

 
Love to you both, 

JJ

My friend, Steve Gorman, entertains us daily on FACEBOOK with stories and 
photos primarily of birds:

Steve Gorman
April 22 at 10:54 PM · 

VIOLENCE ALERT!!! I was photographing my buddy the red-shouldered hawk, 
who was minding his own business, letting me have my way with him. Suddenly, a 
pair of crows vicously attacked him. (Of course, my feeling is that the only way to 
attack something is to be vicous. I mean, why would you bother to attack something 
non-viscously? But I digress.)

The crows nearly knocked him to the ground and the hawk looked genuinely 
scared of them. One of the crows flew away with a chunk of hawk feathers in his beak. 
I think my hawk buddy is okay, but I was so traumatized by this incident that I came 
home and watched something called “The Greatest Hockey Fights of All Time” to 
calm myself down. Those who know me know that I am a very “sensitive artist” and 
of course I condemn violence of any kind. 

Jane Roland – gcr770@aol.com 649-0657`

Dogs Off Leash   (Found on city website under “Living”)
Dogs are allowed off leash in George Washington Park and Rip Van Winkle Open 

Space. 
Dogs are not allowed (on or off leash) at Lovers Point Park and Berwick Park. 
In all other spaces dogs must be kept on leash.

CHARTER of the CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE, CALIFORNIA
Title 10 ANIMALS
10.04.020 Running at large
(a) Except in those areas designated in PGMC 14.08.030 where dogs may run at 

large at times listed in that section, it is unlawful for any person owning or having charge, 
care or control of any dog, whether licensed and vaccinated or not, to suffer or permit 
any such dog to run at large on any public street, road, alley, park, square or place, or on 
any vacant or unenclosed lot or land within the city. A dog shall be deemed running at 
large unless led or restrained by a leash not exceeding six feet in length attached to the 
dog’s collar or harness and actually held by a person or made fast to a stationary object.

10.04.140 Dog excrement
(a) It is unlawful for any person having ownership, custody or control of a dog 

to suffer or permit the dog to deposit excrement on public property or the property of 
any other person.

(b) It is unlawful for any person having ownership, custody or control of a dog to 
fail promptly to remove and clean up excrement deposited by the dog on public property 
or the property of any other person.

(c) It is unlawful for any person having ownership, custody or control of a dog 
which has deposited excrement on public property or the property of any other person, 
to not have in his or her possession material and a container with which to clean up 
promptly and remove such excrement.

(d) A violation of this section shall constitute an infraction, and may be enforced 
pursuant to Chapter 1.16 PGMC. [Ord. 08-006 § 23, 2008; Ord. 1515 N.S. § 2, 1986].

Per the current City of Pacific Grove fee schedule:
The penalty fee for a, b and c under municipal code section 10.04.140 is $75.00 

EACH.
The fee for letting your dog(s) poop on someone’s property or any city property 

without taking it away (yes, that includes in the basins around sidewalk trees, and no, it 
is not considered fertilizer) can cost up to $225.00.  if you can at least prove you have 
an obviously unused plastic bag, the fee would only be $150.

PLEASE! Pick up that frigging dog poop! 

Opinion
Your Letters

FYI for all dog owners:
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Bill Cohen

Reasoning 
With God

What does God say about opinions?
Merriam-Webster defines an opinion 

as: “a view, judgment, or appraisal formed 
in the mind about a particular matter” or 
“a belief stronger than impression and 
less strong than positive knowledge” or 
“a formal expression of judgment or ad-
vice by an expert.”  So, even experts are 
only sharing their opinions, albeit more 
educated ones.

Opinions become rigid when we 
isolate ourselves, Prov 18:1, “Through 
desire a man, having separated himself, 
seeketh and intermeddleth with all wis-
dom.”  In our modern society, we can 
surround ourselves with the voices of 
like-minded people, who willingly share 
their opinions as facts, but this serves only 
to move us further and further from The 
Truth.  We hide the fact we are becoming 
less tolerant by the appearance of being 
more inclusive, but the reality is we are 
only hiding any truth that conflicts with 
our opinions.  God wonders aloud for our 
benefit, Gal 1:10, “For do I now persuade 
men, or God? or do I seek to please men? 
for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the 
servant of Christ.”  But God has already 
given us His answer, Prov 18:2, “A fool 
hath no delight in understanding, but that 
his heart may discover itself.”

God asks us to test the opinions we 
have, or hear, and compare them to His 
Truth, 1 Kgs 18:21, “And Elijah came unto 
all the people, and said, How long halt ye 
between two opinions? if the Lord be God, 
follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. 
And the people answered him not a word.”  
Only when we compare our opinions with 
the Word of God, will we be able to discern 
the real Truth, for no person has a private 
interpretation of God’s Word, 2 Pet 1:20, 
“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
the scripture is of any private interpreta-
tion.”  Any of us can read the Bible and 
gain understanding with the help of the 
Holy Ghost, Jn 14:26, “But the Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto 
you.”  We do not have to depend on pas-
tors, priests, or people like me to give us 
their opinions; we can test what they have 
told us by inviting the Comforter to help us 
reason with God’s Word on any issue.  The 
Comforter does not make things up, He is 
not guiding us to His opinion; He can only 
repeat the Word of God given to Him by 
Jesus.  The discernment we need, to keep 
us from the wrong path, comes from that 
still small voice which guides us, Jn 16:13, 
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all truth: for 
he shall not speak of himself; but whatso-
ever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and 
he will shew you things to come.”  Only the 
open mind receives The Truth necessary 
to correct misinterpretations, Rom 12:2, 
“And be not conformed to this world: but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”  

We are to share The Truth Jesus is 
teaching us, but never to the point of quar-
reling over opinions, Rom 14:1, “Him that 
is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to 
doubtful disputations.”  Instead, we are to 
reason together, by inviting the Holy Spirit 
into our reasoning, until our opinions 
dissolve into a common understanding 
of God’s Truth, Rom 14:13, “Let us not 
therefore judge one another any more: 
but judge this rather, that no man put a 
stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in 
his brother’s way.”  Blindly accepting 
someone’s opinion over the Word of God 
only leads us away from God, Jn 12:43, 
“For they loved the praise of men more 
than the praise of God.”  It is only when 
we reason together with the Word of God 
that we finally can separate opinion from 
The Truth, as God has invited us to do, 
Is 1:18, “Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord: though your sins 

be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool.”

Jesus continually challenged His dis-
ciples to reason with the popular opinions 
they heard and The Truth He taught them, 
as displayed in the sermon on the mount, 
Matt 5-7, in these three chapters He was 
teaching them to think for themselves, as 
He said, Matt 5:21a, 22a, “Ye have heard 
that it was said of them of old time...But I 
say unto you,” instead of accepting some 
man’s self-serving opinions.  He was 
preparing them for His great commission, 
Matt 28:19, “Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost:” which was the fulfillment 
of the promise He made to them when He 
first called them to follow Him, Mk 1:17, 
“And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after 
me, and I will make you to become fishers 
of men.”

Jesus warned His disciples about the 
self-righteous who trusted in themselves 
above God, Lk 18:9, “And he spake this 
parable unto certain which trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and 
despised others:” for they were blind to 
their own sins.  God wants us to be like 
the humble publican, instead of these 
self-righteous sinners who looked down 
upon the publican, Lk 18:13, “And the 
publican, standing afar off, would not lift 
up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but 
smote upon his breast, saying, God be 
merciful to me a sinner.”  This publican 
was genuinely repentant of his sins and 
truly desired God’s mercy, thus showing 
his belief in God was real.  God has asked 
us to focus on our own sins first, Matt 7:3, 
“And why beholdest thou the mote that is 
in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the 
beam that is in thine own eye?” then we 
will be able to love our brothers, despite 
their sins.

We are to learn The Truth, follow Je-
sus and the Word He has left us, rather than 
some human opinion of it, Gal 2:14, “But 
when I saw that they walked not uprightly 
according to the truth of the gospel, I said 
unto Peter before them all, If thou, being 
a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, 
and not as do the Jews, why compellest 
thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?”  
The Truth leads us to His grace, Gal 2:21, 
“I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if 
righteousness come by the law, then Christ 
is dead in vain” and His new command-
ment, Jn 13:34, “A new commandment I 
give unto you, That ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another.”  We cannot love another when 
we are looking down our noses at them, 
Rom 14:4, “Who art thou that judgest an-
other man’s servant? to his own master he 
standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden 
up: for God is able to make him stand.”  We 
will all face God, and our own sins, on the 
judgment day; and none of us will be able 
to compare ourselves to others whom we 
have looked down upon, in hopes we are 
somehow more righteous, Rom 14:12, “So 
then every one of us shall give account of 
himself to God.”  Our own sins will be our 
judges, not some human’s opinion of them.

Opinions will not save or condemn 
us, but rather our own decision to believe 
in Jesus, Jn 3:18-19, “He that believeth 
on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, be-
cause he hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God. And this is 
the condemnation, that light is come into 

the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil.”  
Lest our opinions tell us we have never 
sinned, here is The Truth directly from 
God, Rom 3:23, “For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God;” anything 
short of this is but an opinion, Rom 12:9, 
“Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor 
that which is evil; cleave to that which is 
good.”  This is His final call, no opinions, 
and no self-serving lies, just The Truth in 
love.  And Jesus told us He is The Truth, 
Jn 14:6, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.”

Truth is not subjective, as many today 
think it is.  The Truth is what sets us free, 
Jn 8:31-32, “Then said Jesus to those Jews 
which believed on him, If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.”  Our freedom comes 
from Jesus and The Truth that He is the 
Messiah the Old Testament kept pointing 
to, Zech 9:9, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter 
of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: 
behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he 
is just, and having salvation; lowly, and 
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the 
foal of an ass.”  Jesus spoke to us in the 
Old Testament, so that we might recognize 
Him when He came, Is 45:19, “I have not 
spoken in secret, in a dark place of the 
earth: I said not unto the seed of Jacob, 
Seek ye me in vain: I the Lord speak righ-
teousness, I declare things that are right.”  
If we choose to ignore Jesus, we will miss 
out on The Truth He brings us, The Truth 
that brings us to our better self, Jam 3:17, 

“But the wisdom that is from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to 
be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy.” 
and Gal 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no law.” 
and Phil 4:8, “Finally, brethren, whatso-
ever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on these things.”

How would our lives be changed if 
we followed Him?  Can we not see how 
much more peaceful this life would be, 
can we not see how our world would be 
improved, if everyone lived the way Jesus 
asks us to?  Jesus is calling all of us, 1 Tim 
2:3-4, “For this is good and acceptable 
in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will 
have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth.”  If we do not 
know The Truth, we can surely apply Je-
sus’ teachings to our lives to prove whether 
He is our Savior.  Why would we not try it?  
What do we gain by ignoring or trashing 
His Truth?  He is not looking for robots 
with blind faith.  He wants people who 
willingly choose to be part of His eternal 
family, people willing to reason with The 
Truth, Matt 22:37, “Jesus said unto him, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind.”  Why else would He give 
us such beautiful minds?  He wants us to 
use our beautiful minds to overcome the 
lies of this world, lies propagated to keep 
us from God, Prov 12:22, “Lying lips are 
abomination to the Lord: but they that deal 
truly are his delight.”

If you have comments about the blog 
you just read, want to express an oppos-
ing opinion, have suggestions for future 
topics, and/or want me to email you the 
blog weekly, email me at bill@reasoning-
withgod.com.

 

 
CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 

300 FOREST AVENUE 
PACIFIC GROVE, CALIFORNIA 93950 

TELEPHONE (831) 648-3100 • FAX (831) 648-3361 
 
 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION 
 

 
BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, & COMMITTEES  

  

In response to recent events, the following Boards, 
Commissions, and Committees meetings are hereby 

cancelled until further notice: 
 

Administrative Enforcement Hearing Officer Panel 
Architectural Review Board 
Beautification and Natural Resources Commission 
Downtown Business Improvement District 
Economic Development Commission 
Golf Links Advisory Commission 
Historic Resources Committee 
Hospitality Improvement District 
Library Board 
Museum Board 
Recreation Board 
Traffic Safety Commission 
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Crossword Puzzle

Call us at 831-324-4742 
for calendar, advertising,
and legal publication needs.

Your news and opinions are always welcome. 

Across
1 Alfred E. Neuman’s mag
4 Timid
7 Restroom sign, once
13 Ace, sometimes
14 Actor’s aid
15 Cold War thaw
16 Cold weather bite?
17 Joe Lewis or Evander Holyfield, 
e.g.
19 Home of Lahaina
21 “The Hurt Locker” hazard, briefly
22 Mannerly man
23 Captain Kirk’s getaway velocity 
(2 wds)
26 Garden monopod
27 Suleiman the Magnificent’s __ 
Empire Ottoman
28 Strong-arm
29 Finely-sharpened
30 What EMTs do first?
33 School administrator’s degree, 
often
34 “I, Tina” and “Born a Crime”
35 Snapchat image
38 “At last!”
39 Actress Malone of “The Hunger 
Games”
40 State with confidence
43 Ledger entries
45 It’s plain in Peru?
46 Like many indie movies
48 Sew back together
49 Jacuzzi sound
50 Hit the road like The Stones
51 Old sci-fi series (with “The”). . 
.and a hint to the ends of 17-, 23-, and 
46-across (2 wds)
55 “Monsters, __”
57 Olympian’s no-no
58 PGA prop
59 “The Matrix” hero
60 Theoretical hypo- follower
61 What Miss Muffet did
62 Slop place

Down
1 Start of an office wk.
2 Like the 35-down in “Happy Feet”
3 Left, possibly for the last time
4 Irreconcilable split
5 Color quality
6 Affirmative vote
7 Blue, like many limericks
8 Downed a dog
9 Condescended
10 Ready to drive
11 Cultural, as cuisine
12 Put down roots
15 Purple hair, e.g.
18 Compete
20 Aware of, regarding current 
events (2 wds)
23 Aware of, regarding social issues
24 Mom or Pop
25 Certain cleansing 
26 “__ of Liberty,” colonial resisters
28 Flat-topped flower cluster
31 Juan’s sun
32 Seasoned rice dish, for some
34 Spanish artist Joan
35 “Happy Feet” dancers
36 Ubiquitous info source
37 People who get their act togeth-
er?
38 Stratocasters and Telecasters
39 Martial art
40 Not quite
41 Hercule Poirot, e.g.
42 City inland of San Diego
44 Square one
46 Installed carpet
47 Unit of resistance
49 Muhammad and Laila
52 King of France
53 Part of TGIF
54 Coffee alterative
56 Timid

Yelling, “Audie’s sick, and I think she’s dying,” my grandfather stumbled into 
the house with his eldest child draped in his arms. If one outstanding scene dominated 
Mother’s memory until her death at 87, that was it. She was 8 when Spanish Flu killed 
Audie as Mother watched helplessly.  

As her own life ebbed in 1997, Mother said, “No funeral for me. I’ll find out if 
heaven exists after it’s over and I get where I’m going.” 

Truth was, she was haunted by what made it possible for the Flu pandemic to invade 
her remote farming town. Westboro, Missouri had only 200 people countywide. Mother 
became a lifelong agnostic filled with questions about how such things can happen rather 
than believing in a God who either punished or rewarded people personally.

 Sound familiar? People wore facial coverings and were under orders to socially 
isolate, just as we are doing now, but they did not have the crisis that dominated our 
national scene before coronavirus stole the spotlight. Our top national scourge until 
three months ago was the Housing Crisis, a great slice of which pie involved homeless 
people--and still does. 

After Covid-19 drove people into social isolation and staying at home, our streets, 
institutions and even churches emptied, raising the question: Is history repeating itself?

According to details emailed by Dennis Hickman (with a photo of seven people 
in masks), the protocols for survival during the Spanish Flu epidemic included this 
Public Notice dated October 19, 1918 by D. W. Sutherland, Mayor, Corporation of the 
City of Kelowna, B.C.:

“Notice is hereby given that, in order to prevent the spread of Spanish Influenza, all 
Schools, public and private Churches, Theatres, Moving Picture Halls, Pool Rooms, and 
Lodge meetings  are to be closed until further notice. All public gatherings consisting 
of ten or more are prohibited.”

So, where have all our homeless gone?
Governor Gavin Newsom recently announced that 100 trailers are heading to 

the Monterey County Fairgrounds as shelter-in-place sites for the homeless, but they 
haven’t yet arrived. 

Is that because they were upstaged by the announcement last week that Monterey 
County Fairgrounds and Marina Airport have been designated Covid-19 Alternate Care 
Sites? Homeless people who test positive will be isolated in exhibit halls divided into 
private areas like hospital wards, each with a cot, a table and a chair.

I visited the fairground on Tuesday and learned, by speaking through the fence 
to the security guard, that renovations are ongoing but no patients have yet arrived. 
Perhaps they never will.

From porta-pots to parking
A swing by Roberts Lake at 2:30 a.m. Tuesday morning revealed where Seaside’s 

porta-pots and hand-washing stations are. I counted 18 overnight campers, 11 cars 
parked and a rusty NO PARKING sign stating the park is closed from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

Meanwhile, a homeless 74-year-old unemployed licensed security guard I’ll call 
Rosey Maduro is volunteering her services at a local Monterey church. Four clients 
of One Starfish Safe Parking Program live fulltime in their vehicles on the premises 
during the coronavirus crisis. She is one of them.

Recently 15 unauthorized vehicles arrived without permission, ignoring the saw 
horses and entering the parking lot. According to Rosey, “I said to them politely, ‘Pardon 
me, but this is private property and you cannot be here.’ They said they were meeting 
there for a birthday party and would do as they pleased. They were not wearing masks 
or taking precautions to distance themselves.”

When Rosey reminded them they weren’t following the law, they told her what 
she could do to herself and gave her the finger, so she called the police. “Last I saw, 
they were headed toward the fairgrounds and the One Starfish girls are safe and well.”

Wanda Sue Parrott

Homeless in Paradise
In Our Own Backyard—Part 29

Where have all the homeless 
people gone?

“Wear a Mask or go to Jail!” publicity photo from Spanish Flu epidemic 
of 1917-1920.  (with a photo of seven people in masks), the protocols for 
survival during the Spanish Flu epidemic included this Public Notice dated 
October 19, 1918 by D. W. Sutherland, Mayor, Corporation of the City of 
Kelowna, B.C.:
(Courtesy of Dennis Hickman; photographer and source unknown.)

SEE HOMELESS: Page 7
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Local  Real Estate Update

Patrick Ryan Laugh Till When It Hurts
I hope you are all doing well and keeping your 
sense of humor during these stressful   times!   
Here’s a few more thoughts to keep you smiling!   
Enjoy?  - William Cohen
2019: We were told to stay away from negative people. 2020: We are told to stay away 
from positive people.  
The world has turned upside down. Old folks are sneaking out of the house, and their 
kids are yelling at them to stay indoors!  
You think it’s bad now? In 20 years our country will be run by people homeschooled 
by day drinkers…  
This virus has done what no woman had been able to do…cancel all sports, shut down 
all bars, and keep men at home!!!  
Do not call the police on suspicious people in your neighborhood! Those are your 
neighbors without makeup and hair extensions!  
Since we can’t eat out, now’s the perfect time to eat better, get fit, and stay healthy. 
We’re quarantined! Who are we trying to impress? We have snacks, we have sweat-
pants – I say we use them!  
Day 7 at home and the dog is looking at me like, “See? This is why I chew the furniture!”  
Does anyone know if we can take showers yet, or should we just keep washing our 
hands???  

I never thought the comment “I wouldn’t touch him/her with a 6 foot pole” would 
become a national policy, but here we are!  
Me: Alexa what’s the weather this weekend?   
Alexa: It doesn’t matter – you’re not going anywhere.  
Can everyone please just follow the government instructions so we can knock out this 
coronavirus and be done?! I feel like a kindergartner who keeps losing more recess 
time because one or two kids can’t follow directions.  
I swear my fridge just said “what the hell do you want now?”  
When this is over…what meeting do I attend first…Weight Watchers or AA?

Thank you, William Cohen

With the lockdown in effect, my wife and I are often fairly confused about what 
day it is.  We have no problem telling time, but with the kids out of school, we keep 
getting confused about the day of the week.  However, I do know that we are past 
the 1st quarter and it is now time to take a look at the residential real estate numbers 
of Pacific Grove.

For quick reference to the table above, sold means the total amount of single 
family homes that sold in 2017 and 2018.  List price is what the home was listed for 
and sold price is what the home ultimately sold for.  DOM stands for days on market, 
or how long it took the home to sell.  Price per square foot is determined by dividing 
the final sales price by the square footage of the home, which can be useful when 
evaluating the asking price or determining the sales price of a home.

I have to say that I am not too surprised by the numbers above.  Nothing real 
outrageous going on during the 1st quarter, numbers wise.  The amount of sales was 
exactly the same for 2019 and 2020, with 27 total homes sold during the 1st quarter of 
each year.  There was a slight gain in the average list price of 3.7% when comparing 
2019 vs. 2020 1st quarter and a bigger gain in the average sales price of 6.8%, which 
reflects sellers getting closer to list price on their sales.  There was one home however, 
that probably skewed this result.  A home on Ocean View was listed for $2.45 million 
and ended up selling for $3.0 million.  If we remove that one home, then the average 
sales price only increased by 1.9%.

The most expensive home to sell in the 1st quarter of 2020 was the aforemen-
tioned property located on Ocean View which sold for almost $600,000 over list price, 
closing at $3.0 million.  The most expensive home to sell in the 1st quarter of 2019 
was one on Shell Ave which sold for $1.92 million.  The least expensive home to sell 
in 1st quarter 2020 was on Miles at 698 square feet and sold for $525,000.  In 2019 
the least expensive was located on Hillside at 871 square feet and sold for $435,000.

There really was not much change in days on market, on a 1.9% change.  The 
average price per square foot increased by 13.4% from 2019 vs. 2020 1st quarter which 
is the biggest change in the 1st quarter.  This was due to having a few more homes 
under 1,000 square feet sell, and also the large sale on Ocean View.

The first quarter does not reflect any changes associated with the Coronavirus.  
The second quarter surely will show some changes.  Just what those changes are 
remains to be seen.  We will see less closings.  The local Multiple Listing Service 
has stopped counting days on market during the shutdown, so those numbers will be 
non-existent.  Until then, everyone please stay safe, healthy and sane.  If you have 
any questions about the market, what to do if you are thinking of selling or just plain 
advice, feel free to contact me.  Cheers.

Patrick.ryan@sothebyshomes.com 
Broker Associate 

831-238-8116 
www.pebblebeachabodes.com

Pacific Grove 1st Q 2019 vs. 2020

So are the Homeless Emergency Lodging Programs for both men and women. 
Instead of traveling from one church to another for nightly lodging and a hot meal, 
around 15 guests of I-HELP for Women are residing fulltime in one venue in Carmel 
and various congregations fix and deliver meals each night. The same is true of the 
18-20 I-HELP Men who are staying in Monterey.

Meanwhile in Marina 
CeliaSue Hecht, formerly homeless writer now housed in Marina, says she “went 

to a drive thru food bank in Seaside that started at the Auto Center (auto dealers) and 
went past Broadway. She had seen publicity in the Monterey County Weekly that said 
all seniors were welcome to the free bags of food. Homelessness was not required to 
receive food.

“The line of cars was huge, three to four blocks long. So many hungry seniors 
were waiting,” CeliaSue says. “Thankfully, a cancer nonprofit sent me a gift card, 
so I was able to get food at Target instead of waiting on that humongous line. Sad, 
really sad, so many hungry people. . .” https://celiasuewords.wordpress.com/home/ 
https://celiasuewriter.wordpress.com/vip/

Vanja Thompson, writer from Marina who is researching homelessness, reports, “A 
couple weeks ago, I went to Lucky late at night to avoid any crowds. I saw a guy ride 
his bike and jump off of it, letting it careen into a parked car as he ran over to the water 
machine and checked for loose change. Then he came back to the bike and rode away.”

We’ll hear more from Vanja in the future!
Stay out of jail!
Meanwhile, Dennis Hickman included this reminder with his email: 1720, Plague; 

1820, Cholera Epidemic; 1920, Spanish Flu; 2020, Coronavirus. It seems that history 
repeats itself every 100 years. 

If you don’t favor the idea of going to jail, remember that starting April 30 and 
continuing until further notice, the Monterey County Health Department requires 
everyone throughout the county to wear facial covering in public until further notice.

Contact Wanda Sue Parrott, 831-899-5887, amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com
Copyright 2020 by Wanda Sue Parrott

PHOMELESS 
From Page 6

610 Dennett St. - Pacific Grove
Charming 2 bedroom 2 bath single-story 
Pacific Grove cottage. $945,500

JoyWelch@redshift.com
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Crossword Puzzle Solution

Pacific Grove Slows Down – But Doesn’t Stop!

Downtown Pacific Grove is a changed landscape these days.  The streets are emp-
tier.  Shops and hotels are closed.  Some restaurants are dark.  Offices are silent.  Parts 
of downtown are virtually deserted, and people are keeping the requisite distance even 
as they pass each other on trails and sidewalks.  Some restaurants and businesses are 
still working through the crisis, however, and I think you should know about that – and 
support them.

Because of “shelter in place” many organizations have suspended their regular 
meetings until notified by the Governor or President that meetings can resume.  Pacific 
Grove cancelled the Good Old Days parade and street fair, is holding off on having 
large groups of volunteers work on projects, and board and commission meeting have 
been suspended for the time being.  The council is still meeting; but only remotely and 
via Zoom.  You can still call or e-mail city departments however, and even if no one 
is there at the time, someone will get back to you.  More information can be found on 
the city’s web site at https://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/.

The movie theater and library are closed; as are most dry cleaners and many 
Starbuck’s. 

So, is Pacific Grove closed down totally?  NO – not even close!  Our grocery stores 
and pharmacies are open for necessary purchases of course.  But many other Pacific 
Grove businesses are also still open and can provide you with coffee, repair items for 
your house or car, meals or services.  In fact, many of them are going out of their way 
to help you.  

For instance, Matteson’s is still working on cars, and will wipe your car down 
with sanitary wipes afterward and, if you are over 65, will even pick up and drop you 
off.  Kevin Donahoe of Pacific Motor Services sends weekly e-mails to his customers 
letting them know he is still open and the staff is still there to fix their cars.  He also 
offers a “concierge service” where he will pick up the car, sanitize it after the work is 
complete, and bring it back.  He did note that he is seeing some signs of a supply chain 
disruption so if you need something done, you may be better off to get the work done 
sooner rather than later.

Bill Derowski of the downtown Ace Hardware told me you can order on-line and 
either pick up or they will deliver.  The Ace Hardware up on Forest is also doing a 
good business as people are using the down time to fix up their houses and gardens.

Some people may be concerned that Grove Market has closed – but they have only 
sort of closed.  I spoke with Charlie Higuera, and he is just trying to keep his employ-
ees healthy and safe.  But he is also trying to keep them employed, so you can call the 
Market at 375-9581 or e-mail them at grovemarketpg@gmail.com and they will let 
you pick up your order.  Remember, Grove Market also delivers!

The city didn’t stop either, with some major Public Works projects continuing.  
After the recent rains they cleaned out the storm drains all around the city and started 
a long planned project on Forest Lodge Road and continued the one at Lovers Point.  

At Forest Lodge Road they started a project next to the high school to provide a 
new crosswalk for students as well as a turn-out for parents to use when dropping off 
their kids.   As part of the city’s Safer Routes to Schools the city will also fill in a gap 
in the sidewalk between the Forest Hill Shopping Center and the Country Club Gate 
private homes.  From there pedestrians can go all the way down to Congress and then 
down to Sunset or up to David Avenue.  

The project to improve the appearance and accessibility of Lovers Point is continu-
ing also – and starting to look good.  Much of the concrete work on the half million dollar 
project is complete and the workers have starting to put in pavers along the walkways 
and on the ramp leading from the roadway down to the rec trail.

So while you can enjoy another can of soup and binge watch another series; you 
can also get your car fixed, replace tires, get some coffee to go, or order a nice meal 
that you can take out or have delivered – all while supporting your local businesses so 
they can survive this difficult time.  Can you imagine our city without them?  

Rudy Fischer

The Big Picture

It had to happen sooner than later. 
Julie Packard is tucked away at her Big 
Sur spread, suddenly fearful of the surfers 
at a secluded public beach (only accessible 
by the brave) and locking her gates (yes 
that will get to court one day or at least 
to the Coastal Commission).  In a letter 
that went out this week, she wants the 
gates open - no not the ones to the beach, 
the ones in your wallet. She's asking for 
$1,000 donations from each of us to save 
the Aquarium. 

To me it's like stating the Aquarium 
is a massive failure and a failure even in 
a booming economy, run on the backs 
of volunteers rather than jobs for entry 
level workers, paying no rent for the land 
it sits on (well, $1.00 to Monterey and 
$1.00 to Pacific Grove) and more than 
suggesting that it cannot withstand even 
a modest challenge of being closed for a 
few months. The rest of us are furloughed 
or unemployed or digging into savings. 
Are you telling us we've done a better job 
managing our budgets than Ms. Packard 
and even more, we have an extra $1000 to 
bail YOU out?

Why is it so many businesses are on 
such rocky thresholds? The stock market 
was booming so much so that even the 
smallest players were making record gains. 
There are 614 billionaires in the U.S., with 
California and New York EACH having 
100 billionaires. And several of them don't 
just have a billion, they have a 100 billion. 
There's another 24 non-citizen billionaires 
in America. The Packards were billionaires 
by the time of Papa Packard's death in 
1998, and in 2014 they sat on an endow-
ment of $7.1 billion.  Can't they throw the 
Aquarium and its step child MBARI, a few 
thou to tide them over?

We are watching huge corporations 
needing bailouts even with the ability to 
borrow at zero interest rates and first in line 
for payroll payment loans. And CHOMP is 
no better. Posting huge profits at their not 
for profit for the last few years, they are 
asking for home made masks. They had 
one Covid patient as of this writing and as 
of the last couple of weeks. Ouch, that's a 
crunch. Send your masks to Natividad. If 
the President and VP's of CHOMP need 
masks, I'll send them the same tutorials 
we've all been studying. Let them scrounge 
for elastic on-line and sew until the wee 
hours.  We are. And even though many 
of us are out of work and they aren't, we 

When Push Comes to Shove
aren't asking for a penny from them. They 
are hurting not because of Covid patients 
nor lack of PPE, they can't do their elective 
surgeries. Surgeries I might add that are 
priced at non-elective rates. But do bring 
your home made masks along once they 
open back up. How come, when push 
comes to shove, it's the bottom feeders of 
the economy that get shoved. When do we 
get to push?

Julie's not out of work nor are her 
executives -- they took a 20% paycut and 
laid off 128 employees which was 38% of 
the workers, so 62% still have jobs and all 
execs have jobs. Apparently, executives 
are busy Zooming about how to ask for 
money, one of them from some primo Big 
Sur coastal bluff. They are projecting $40 
million down by the end of the year which 
is a 60% drop.  That still leaves them with 
a cool $80 million to work with. But she 
needs your $1000.00 to care for the ani-
mals and plants. It's important to note that 
aquariums and zoos have a special fund 
of $95 million from the Feds to support 
their closures. 

San Diego Zoo Safari needs $231 
million (2018 figures) to feed and care 
for their animals which means it includes 
the employees and veterinarian fees. They 
have revenues of $342 million.  Hmmm, 
that's $111 million that's kind of unac-
counted for.  But maybe they pay more rent 
than the Aquarium in Monterey (remem-
ber, their rent is $2.00 and no requests, nor 
a threat to go to court has ever allowed the 
cities to ask for more even though JP said 
she'd increase the rent deal over the years. 
Last words from her were  - we're a deep 
pocket so take us to court.  How deep are 
those pockets, and if their so keep, why are 
you asking us to dig into ours?

The Oakland Zoo needs $800,000 a 
year to feed their animals, much of that 
to the giraffes alone who are the pickiest 
of eaters. To those of you who think the 
economy should be opened up and let the 
weak amongst us succumb to the virus, 
you might surmise that the giraffes should 
be the first to go. The Neumunster Zoo in 
Germany is noting a $165,000 deficit for 
this Spring and their plan is to euthanize 
animals instead of watching them starve 
and states "at the worst, we would have to 
feed some of the animals to the others."  
The surfers, pushed off their favorite big 
wave beach, might take note.
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