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Memorial Day
Remembrance

For years, the Pacific Grove
Volunteer Fire Department
has installed large flags at
El Carmelo Cemetery on patriotic occasions. This year,
with sunny weather, the flags
fly in a crisp breeze. Photo
courtesy Jim Pagnella

WHICH LOCAL
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FIRST WHEN THE
SHELTER-IN-PLACE
ORDER IS LIFTED?
Hairdresser
Dine-In Restaurant
Movie Theater
Manicurist
Thrift Store
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Library
Other
EMAIL YOUR
CHOICE TO

editor@cedarstreettimes.com
AND WE’LL PUBLISH THE
RESULTS
As of press time,
restaurants rule!
Hairdressers and barbers are
second.
We want bookstores and the
library
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Monterey
County Misses
the Mark but
Gets A Try-Over

Monterey County is one of 11 counties missing the goal to move into extension of Stage 2 lockdown reopening.
Those 11 counties can allow curbside
retail, manufacturers, logistics, childcare, office-based businesses, outdoor
museums, car washes, pet grooming and
landscape gardening but missing are three
of the “biggies” - dine-in restaurants,
shopping malls and schools. Supervisors
met on attestation moves.
Other counties on the list are Marin,
Contra Costa, San Francisco, San Mateo,
Santa Cara, Tulare, Los Angeles, and
Imperial, many big counties dependent
on tourism.
On May 26, the Monterey County
Board of Supervisors voted to support the
Monterey County Health Officer’s submission of an Attestation to the California
Department of Public Health (CDPH) to
permit the County to advance at a faster
pace through stage 2 of the Governor’s
Roadmap to Modify the Stay-at Home
Order. The County Health Officer will
attest that the County has met the readiness criteria designed by CDPH to slow
the spread of COVID-19.
SEE ATTESTATION PAGE 14

While You Were Away

Progress on the Library Renewal Project includes the new skylights and
public service desk. Library Renewal construction commenced in November
2019 and is anticipated to conclude in September 2020. Monthly construction memorandums are issued from the Public Works Director and provide
vital updates on construction progress, expenditures, change orders, project
completion percentages, and more. The Pacific Grove Library building will be
closed until Fall 2020 to allow for the construction. During this time, library
services will be provided at The Holman Building 542 Lighthouse Avenue,
Suite 111.

1042 Jewel
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Joan Skillman

Skillshots

Cedar Waxwing

Bombycilla cedrorum

The Cedar Waxwing, which gets its
name from the red
waxlike patches that
form on its wingtips,
is a small songbird found
year-round throughout North
America. However, it is
usually seen in Monterey
during the winter and spring.
It feeds primarily on berries,
grouping in large flocks that
swarm trees and bushes,
cleaning them of fruit. Cedar
Waxwings also pursue insects,
snatching them from the air before
circling back to a perch. Their
usual call is a high-pitched,
whistling buzz.

1095

$

The patches
on a Waxwing’s
wingtips vary in color
from red to orange,
depending on what kind
of berries it eats.
© Dan Bohrman, 2020

PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE

Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy.
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents.
Week Ending Wednesday, May 27, 2020
Inches, as of 8 AM, 5/20/20:

0”

Current season’s total since 7/1/19

21.68”

Rain total one year ago to date

26.25”

Previous Season-- July 2018 through June 2019................................ 26.3”

PG RAIN GAUGE
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PGMS Virtual Graduation was a group effort
By Brice Gamble
On March 13, there was a buzz all day
among the Pacific Grove Middle School
staff and students wondering if Shelterin-Place would be enacted. The Principal
announced the closure at 2 PM to the staff
only – impressively, the student body knew
by 2:01 PM. “You’ll only be gone for a
couple of weeks. It’s not like we’re not
going to see each other again this school
year” was the predominate message.
As March turned to April and with
no end of Shelter-in-Place in sight, at a
virtual staff meeting the question of celebrating graduation was first asked. The
Principal sadly responded, “I don’t know.

We have to do something. They earned
it and they deserve it, but our hands are
tied. I’m tempted just to record a video of
their panoramic picture with my iPhone –
something, anything!”
From that virtual staff meeting was
born the Virtual Promotion concept. As
the initial plans were being drawn for
organizing this project, Gerard Mattimoe
and Richard Pacheco of Glastonbury Incorporated, who specialize in Audio-Visual-Events, contacted the school and offered
to help create a Virtual Promotion. They
were not only offering their services but
asked how they could best help at their
own expense. At the first of many regular
conference meetings, Gerard echoed the

Principal’s comment that “We owe it to
the graduates to give them a graduation.
The pandemic certainly wasn’t fair, now
how are we going to make the best of it
to show the students their hard work was
for naught?”
Over the next months, Mattimoe and
Pacheco met every challenge set forth. The
PGMS award-winning Music Teacher’s
students individually recorded their pieces
at home and the videos were connected.
The Office Administrative Assistant created a Promotion Bill as if it were a normal
graduation and transferred the promotion
script for the Student Body President to
record from home as well as making the
PowerPoint of the Graduating 8th Graders.

Pacific Grove Middle School
2020 Promotions
Alan A. Abare
Sasha A. Adams*
Abigail M. Aguilar
Yusef A. Ahmad
Sadeer A. A. Al-Shekhly
Joshua P. Alt
Serra Arkan
Hailie A. Atkinson*
Megan B. Ayers*
Fady E.L.A. Azab
Zenovia Baluta-Freitas
Maryam Baryal*
Pascal J. Bauer
Ryan E. Bell
Kennedi D. Biondi
Cerys R. Birkett**
Jake B. Blackwell
Justice A. Booker
Layla M. Borman*
Dakota C. Boulware
Connor L. Brink
Caitlin E. Brophy**
Taylor R. Bruno*
Juan J. Cabrera
Aiden N. Chandra-Morris
Brooklyn M. Chavez*
Nicolas A. Coatu
Mariana Collazo**
Evan M. Conneau
Ellesia A. Corona-LoMonaco*
Sebastian Correa Walker
Benjamin R. Crompton
Reed C. Davies
Thomas C. Deegan*
Alexis A. DeFord-Garcia
Natasha N. Diaz
Dario D. DiMaggio
Dayci A. Dishny
Elizabeth C. Enterline
Luptia L. S. Erickson
Ramez M. Fahim
Joshua N. Galarza
Peter S. Gamecho
Adriana I. Garcia-Aragon
Orion J. Godfrey-Dacuyan*
Hailey M. S. Hahn*

Logan J. Hathorn*
Drew A. Hollobaugh
Felicia M. Houde**
Talen B. Huntington
Anthony J. Hurst**
Madison R. Hurst*
Faith L. Jennings
Angelina I. Jeronimo
Sydney L. Jones**
Tycen E. Jones
Ophelia U. Kary*
Emily A. Keller**
Keegan J. Kelly
Sooyoung Kim
John W. Klevan*
Samuel B. Knox
Isabelle E. Kraft**
Xenia M. Krahn*
Patricia M. Lara-Contreras
Kyle T. Lavin
Megan A. Lee**
Jared Z. Magoni
Ethan V. Maltez
Grace J. Martin*
Avalon F. Masek
Sovay U. N. Medford
Aaliyah Medina
Colton R. Michael
Ian R. Mills**
Maximo A. Moore
Brianna G. Morgan**
Luiza P. Morgan
Tristen Motz-Delgado
Iman Naim
Anthony S. Nimri**
Oliver M. Ottmar*
Arwen F. Pacheco
Oliver N. Page
Jayleen I. Palacios
Aleyah S. J. Paulsell
Marshall O. Pearman**
Matthew C. Pechan
Isabella M. Pergrossi
Sean W. Perkins**
Tessa G. Perry
Ronan E. Phelps
Cody N. N. Phillips

Abbigail R.A. Quinn
Aiden Quinton
John Lucas B. Rabelo*
Bernadette T. Razo
Ravindranath A. Royal
Sophia A. Rudoni
Rylee M. Sakakihara**
Luc A. Salcido
Cassandra Salgado
Shayla I. Sanchez
Julia San German
Aaron W. Sayat
Emine L. Sekerci
Alexa G. Serratos
Aidan E. Shepard Chiriboga
Erin I. Shoemaker**
Julian A. Sierra
Sofia I. Silva-Gambello
John P. Sleiman
Madyson J. Smith
Alexa J. Sorensen**
Jazmin A. Soto*
Grant W. Stapleton
Christopher J. Sterbick
Charlee S. Sullivan*
Jennifer X. T. Thompson**
Sophia L. Travaglia**
Elizabeth Travis**
Melissa Trinidad-Bernardino
Davina N. Trinidad-Martinez
Katie T. Webb
Robin B. Weinstein
Luke S. West*
Zoie L. White*
Zoe F. Wilson
Cody L. Yanez
Isabella S. Yeager
Phoebe S. Zeidberg*
(*dénotes 4.0 student)
(**dénotes straight A ’s for 3
years)

The Leadership Teacher carefully organized her students, who made a slide show
of the 8th Grade class throughout their
school years from preschool to the current
year. Two students utilized skills they
learning in their Video Production class
to make a clever introduction of both the
Slide Show and Promotion. The two class
speakers made videos of their speeches.
But again, none of this could have been
accomplished without Glastonbury Incorporated, whose role grew exponentially
over the course of the project. Of Richard
Pacheco, Brice Gamble admiringly noted,
“Richard was so good at his job of editing
and figuring out how best to incorporate
the disjointed pieces of audio and visual
recordings that I started just forwarding
them to him without labels and he still
figured it out! Richard and Gerard were
just that good.”
The hope was for the Graduates to
have some semblance of a promotion.
Fortunately, due to the commitment of the
Pacific Grove Middle School Staff, determination of the students, and incredible
expertise and hard work of Glastonbury
Incorporated, this will happen. Even more
remarkably, whereas most 8th grade students barely remember their promotion,
these students will now have the ability
to watch their promotion whenever they
wish far into the future.
On May 28 at exactly 4 PM, the Pacific Grove Middle School Graduating Class
of 2020 Virtual Promotion will be aired on
the PGMS YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCeKXt0ICCaXfkX4fWlaeofA?view_
as=subscriber.
The link can also be found at pgmiddle.pgusd.org.

Pacific Grove
Community
High School
Graduates
2020
Gabriel G.
Matthew H.
Matthew N.
Kavanagh R.
Makar M.
Preston O’C.
Cristalena U.
Congratulations!
2019-20 was a tough
year.
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Jane Roland

Random Thoughts

It’s Party Time

Recently I have been dreaming a great
deal…the subject matter is generally an
activity, a fund raiser, a shop, things that
I have done in the past. Sneaking in as
the protagonists of my stories are friends
who are long gone. I am not sure what this
means and am not making any attempt to
find out. One of my favorite people has
been showing up quite a bit. Co-incidentally I have been conversing with her son,
John, on Facebook of late. I would almost
call Joyce Wright my mentor, although she
was several years younger.
When I returned to the Monterey
Peninsula I immediately joined All Saints’
Church in Carmel. David Hill, the minister, was an old friend and I had been an
Episcopalian all of my life (except when
I married Larry and agreed to switch to
Roman Catholicism). We were sitting in
church one Sunday when a couple came in
with two children. The man was striking,
the woman classically lovely with long
blond hair. The boys were equally beautiful, blond, and charming. I was impressed.
I had become involved with the Church
Women and was asked to be President.
We were meeting in a back room at the
church when in came the blond woman I
had admired in church. It took no time at
all for us to become friends and we were
invited over to their house on Santa Lucia
in Carmel…with the children.
As time passed our relationship became very tight. If I went on a board, Joyce
soon followed or vice versa. We both were
workers; we were amused at those who
collected board positions but only kept
seats warm. The History and Art was going
on a bus trip and needed lunch. Joyce went
out bought all of the necessary food and
containers and we spent the morning in All
Saints kitchen packing. In the morning at
the crack of dawn Joyce and my husband
John delivered the kits to the bus and we
made money for our ECW. Another time
when one of us was president of the Symphony Guild, The Symphony was sponsoring the annual pops concert at the fair
grounds. We decided we could earn some
cash by having a Farmer’s Market which
Becky Flavin offered to chair. Joyce drove
to Salinas several times, talking farmers
out of goods. Saturday before the events
we filled shelves. I was Executive Director
of the Lyceum; she was on my board.
During this time, the Wrights sold the
house and purchased one on Casanova in
Carmel…It was a wonderful spot, we had
many fantastic parties. Peter’s mother
lived In the guest house and Joyce was an
attentive daughter-in-law. After one party
the boys were out front helping to direct
traffic, when a car ran over John’s foot…
he was very brave.
By then we had a group, and all
worked hard on the various community
projects. However, we had time for fun
and Joyce made sure that we didn’t ignore

our leisure time. There were the Dewars,
the Simpsons, the Work, the Flavins, the
Crileys, the Wrights and us. A few weeks
before a holiday one of us would receive
a call “Janie, next week is Memorial Day,
it is your turn to organize a party?” We
marched to her drummer because we loved
her. They moved again up on Hatten Fields
and then, finally, to Pebble Beach in the
Julia Morgan-designed house formerly
owned by the Campions. She had worked
hard to get to her dream house and built on
a dining room which picked up the style.
We would go for dinner (many times)…at
9:00 Peter would excuse himself and then
reappear with his watch..”Well, Mother, it
is late, time for bed.” We had our marching
orders and marched.
One Fathers’ Day we were up at the
Flavins’ house in the Cachagua Carmel
Valley, the group previously mentioned
plus two additions, Isabelle Brock and
Lesley Henderson. Joyce said, “I think
we should have a fall get-away.” Peter
had some land and a house in Amador
City. In October we all drove up to the
gold company and spent four happy days
together. Most of us stayed at the Mine
House a couple of others in town. Joyce
had it all organized we ate two dinners
and breakfasts at their house and went in
to Jackson for dinner (one restaurant was
Theresa’s)..We shopped, played bridge,
and dominoes or just hung out during the
day. After dinner we hit the bars. Andy
Simpson enjoyed his drinks, especially
when he wasn’t driving. After one visit to
a bar and moving to another a policemen
came up to Andy and said “Mr. Simpson
How nice to see you again.” We went to
a symphony conference in Toronto, to
shows in San Francisco and other spots,
but never to Europe which was my friend’s
big dream.
Our fall get-away lasted many years,
actually one was planned when Joyce
became ill.
All good things end, Joyce developed
breast cancer. At the time she was president of the board of the Symphony, I was
secretary. Peter Wright had by then taken
over the role of co-trustee for the Maurine Church Coburn Trust. My friend had
surgery and we convinced her to accept
a second tern as president. Everything
looked good, but one day she called me
and said “Janie, it’s back.” At that point
Peter was slipping mentally. She cleaned
out her dream house (some of us helped)
and moved to Hacienda and there they
remained. Ann and I went over to see her
days before the end and were there when
Peter and Amy arrived with the baby…the
first grandson. Joyce left us and less than a
month later, Peter joined her, It was a sad
day for all of us. We lost friends; the community lost two of the largest contributors
in time, talent, and treasure.

Graduation After All

Special arrangements have been made with Laguna Seca Raceway
for graduation ceremonies to take place for the high school classes
of 2020. Though the public is not invited, our photographer Wayne
Guffin will be there.
The dates and times of the graduations are as follows:
Friday, May 29 at 4 p.m. - Pacific Grove High School
Saturday, May 30 at 9 a.m. - Marina High School
Saturday, May 30 at 11:30 a.m. - Seaside High School
Saturday, May 30 at 2:30 p.m. - Central Coast High School
Saturday, May 30 at 5:00 p.m. - Monterey High School
Tuesday, June 2 at 7 p.m. - Learning for Life Charter School
Wednesday, June 3 at 7 p.m. - Carmel High School

Message from Friends of the Library
Board President

During Monterey County’s Shelter in Place order, the Friends care for each
other by staying apart. Our Monthly Dine Out and First Saturday Book Sale are
cancelled for now.
We continue to support the Pacific Grove Public Library and Renewal Project.
Construction is over 80% complete. Planning for the move back this summer has
begun. More information at
https://www.pacificgrovelibrary.org/about-library/library-renewal-project
Since early May, funding from the Friends has kept children’s programs online and
put new books in school kids’ hands. Although the Library remains closed you can
visit “virtually” at www.pacificgrovelibrary.org
We echo Interim Library Director Diana Godwin, who said “a great big THANK
YOU to our Library community. We appreciate your support AND your patience.
As much as you miss us, we miss YOU!”

Kim Bui,
Friends of the Library Board President

The Casual Poet

Poetry

What’s allowable anymore
the mindless waves keep breaking
and the sky has white scabs
on its blue skin.
Depth of field, just has
height and width.
Happenstance doesn’t
happen anymore.
Do they still make
round clocks? You know, a flat globe.
SPCA Summer Animal Camp
Registration Open

Do you know a child who loves
animals? It’s time to register for SPCA
Animal Camp!
This summer we are offering virtual camps in June as well as in-person
camps in July if circumstances permit.
Come join us for an exciting new take
on our popular SPCA Summer Camps!
The SPCA’s popular Animal Camp
is going virtual in June, and the same
amount of fun as our regular camps will
burst out of your computer screen and
mailbox! Register now and receive a
cool gift box of goodies, three online
sessions a day, and lots of opportunities
for pet-related learning and fun. We
plan to be back in-person in July with
revised camps, meeting all current safety
guidelines.
Our popular camps offer a unique
mix of fun, exciting, and educational
experiences. On-site activities include
lessons in animal safety and handling,
hikes on the SPCA grounds, and animal
activities. We’ll make toys and treats for
pets, meet rescued wildlife, play animal
trivia games, and lots more, all while
meeting safety guidelines.

WHO:
Children ages 6 - 12,
sessions vary by age.
WHEN:

June and July 2020 - Camps are 5-day
sessions, dates vary. Virtual Dates offered
in June.

HOURS:

9:00 am to 3:00 pm, 9:00 am to 12:00
pm for younger groups

Virtual Hours: 3-hour sessions at 9
am, 12 pm and 3 pm

WHERE:

SPCA Monterey County Education
Center, or in the comfort of your own home
for the month of June

WHY:

To nurture a respect for all living
things.

HOW:

Campers will participate in a wide
variety of fun activities including arts,
crafts, and educational games. Children
will meet and learn first hand how to care
for and have a better understanding of
animals with our professional staff.

COST:

Sessions cost $65 - $300, including
snacks and all activities.
Please call 831-264-5434 or register
online at www.SPCAmc.org/camp
The SPCA Monterey County is your
nonprofit, independent, donor-supported
humane society that has been serving the
animals and people of Monterey County
since 1905. The SPCA is not a chapter
of any other agency and does not have
a parent organization. They shelter
homeless, neglected and abused pets and
livestock, and provide humane education
and countless other services to the community. They are the local agency you
call to investigate animal cruelty, rescue
and rehabilitate injured wildlife, and aid
domestic animals in distress. Online at
www.SPCAmc.org.
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What does God say about Friendship and Forgiveness?
Are we meant to be social, to have
friends and family? Gen 2:18, “And
the Lord God said, It is not good that the
man should be alone; I will make him an
help meet for him.” God knows we need
friends and family. God is calling each of
us to lovingly encourage each other toward
good works and away from evil ones, 1
Thes 5:14-15, “Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the
feebleminded, support the weak, be patient
toward all men. See that none render evil
for evil unto any man; but ever follow that
which is good, both among yourselves, and
to all men.” Does God use our friendships
to improve our character? Is this why He
encourages us to come together regularly?
Heb 10:24-25, “And let us consider one
another to provoke unto love and to good
works: Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some
is; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching.”
Is this part of the reason for church families? Prov 27:17, “Iron sharpeneth iron;
so a man sharpeneth the countenance of
his friend.” Are we stronger and more
able to withstand the stresses of this world
when we have loving friends? Eccl 4:12,
“And if one prevail against him, two shall
withstand him; and a threefold cord is not
quickly broken.”
Can we feel alone when we are in
the middle of a crowd? Even ones who
call us their friend? It is not the number
of people around us, it is the love those
people show us that removes the feeling
of loneliness. What exactly is loneliness?
Is it the feeling of separation from God
the Father and His love, which Jesus felt
the moment before He gave up the ghost,
Mk 15:34, “And at the ninth hour Jesus
cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi,
lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?” We might not understand
that feeling of angst we are living with,
but when we follow God’s advice about
friendships, it leads us to His love. God
gives us friendships so that we might better understand our relationship with Him.
When friends are following God’s path,
we feel the love and strength of being their
friend. We feel their love because they are
not trying to get us to love them; they are
showing their love for us. There is an old
saying, “if you want to have a good friend,
be a good friend.” When we love others,
unconditionally, as God loves us, others
will feel our love and love us back; and
that feeling of angst we have been living
with will dissipate, leading us to experience God’s peace, Jn 14:27, “Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give unto you: not
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid.” God helps us understand why
we love Him, 1 Jn 4:19, “We love him,
because he first loved us” and it leads us
to God and His plan for our lives.
God’s plan has always included
friends. God wants us to know Abraham
was following God, so God called Abraham His friend, Is 41:8, “But thou, Israel,
art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen,
the seed of Abraham my friend.” God
defines friendship as the unselfish love of
another, Jn 15:13, “Greater love hath no
man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.” Who do we know who
would be willing to lay down part of their
life for us? We can count that person, our
friend! Laying down our lives for our
friends might mean dying to protect them,
as firemen and police officers do. However, it can also mean something as simple
as choosing to do what our friend wants us
to do, or something our friend needs us to
do, rather than satisfying our own desires,
Ruth 2:11, “And Boaz answered and said
unto her, It hath fully been shewed me,
all that thou hast done unto thy mother
in law since the death of thine husband:
and how thou hast left thy father and thy

Spirit of God, Eph 5:9, “(For the fruit of
the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)”

Bill Cohen

Reasoning
With God
mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art
come unto a people which thou knewest
not heretofore.” Ruth sacrificed part of
her life for her mother-in-law, and God
rewarded her for it.
Mk 10:45, “For even the Son of man
came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for
many.” Jesus came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give parts of
His life as sacrifices for others, and to be
our example, 1 Jn 3:16, “Hereby perceive
we the love of God, because he laid down
his life for us: and we ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren.” and 1 Jn 2:6,
“He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.”
Jesus was always thinking of others, sacrificing for others; however, He always
made those sacrifices while remaining in
the will of the Father, Jn 4:34, “Jesus saith
unto them, My meat is to do the will of him
that sent me, and to finish his work.” He
never used His ministering as an excuse to
walk away from God’s calling for His life.
We cannot let our friendships lead us away
from God’s plan for our lives. God wants
us to minister to one another, Rom 12:15,
“Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and
weep with them that weep.” And, there are
times we just need to comfort each other.
Jn 15:15, “Henceforth I call you not
servants; for the servant knoweth not
what his lord doeth: but I have called you
friends; for all things that I have heard of
my Father I have made known unto you.”
Jesus calls us His friends because He has
shared all the Father told Him, He kept no
secrets. He now asks us, His friends, to
share the Father with everyone we meet,
so they too can become His friend, Matt
28:19-20, “Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you always, even unto the end
of the world. Amen.” and Matt 12:50, “For
whosoever shall do the will of my Father
which is in heaven, the same is my brother,
and sister, and mother.” God calls us to be
His friends and part of His family!
Can we have the kind of relationships
God calls us to, without forgiveness?
What would our relationships be like
without forgiveness? According to Merriam-Webster, when we forgive someone,
“we voluntarily give up our indignant
displeasure or persistent ill will for them.”
These sound like strong feelings. But,
what does God say about forgiveness?
Matt 6:14-15, “For if ye forgive men
their trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you: But if ye forgive
not men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.” Can we
say Jesus is our friend and not forgive
others? Truly believing in Jesus means
we begin the process of transforming into
His likeness, a process called sanctification, 1 Jn 2:6, “He that saith he abideth in
him ought himself also so to walk, even
as he walked.” which means we have to
forgive others, as He forgave even those
who put Him on the cross, Lk 23:34, “Then
said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they
know not what they do. And they parted
his raiment, and cast lots.”
Why is forgiveness so important to
God? Jesus sent Paul, Acts 26:18, “To
open their eyes, and to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of

Satan unto God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among
them which are sanctified by faith that is
in me.” Jesus taught forgiveness, and the
fruit of the Spirit as evidence of our own
sanctification and part of the light shed
into the darkness of another person’s life?
When we choose to forgive, we are giving
up the displeasure and ill will that had fueled our hatred. The way we feel and the
actions we take will have changed. This
not only brings us a taste of God’s love
but also brings it to everyone around us.
Our darkness and theirs begin to fade in
the light of God’s love.
When we have faith and forgive, as
God has asked us to, we will witness the
good God can produce from the evil men
intend. Will God not judge all of us someday? Rev 20:12, “And I saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God; and
the books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and
the dead were judged out of those things
which were written in the books, according
to their works.” Yes, He will judge all of
us, but He is asking us not to judge each
other, which enables us to forgive those
who have sinned against us, Lk 6:37,
“Judge not, and ye shall not be judged:
condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:” It is through forgiveness that we are
able to harness God’s power to love as He
loves, freeing the sinners from their guilt
and us from our hatred. Guilt and hatred
are tools of the devil, not the fruit of the

This friend we have in Jesus desires
all to come to Him and to become His
friend. He proved that when He told us,
Lk 15:4-7, “What man of you, having an
hundred sheep, if he lose one of them,
doth not leave the ninety and nine in the
wilderness, and go after that which is lost,
until he find it? And when he hath found
it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
And when he cometh home, he calleth
together his friends and neighbours, saying
unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have
found my sheep which was lost. I say unto
you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven
over one sinner that repenteth, more than
over ninety and nine just persons, which
need no repentance.” He has a reckless,
unconditional, never-ending love for every
one of us. He is gentle, kind, forgiving,
and willing to do anything, within the Will
of the Father, for our salvation. He waits
for every last one of us to come home to
Him, as the father did in the story of the
prodigal son, Lk 15:20, “And he arose,
and came to his father. But when he was
yet a great way off, his father saw him,
and had compassion, and ran, and fell on
his neck, and kissed him.” The only thing
separating us from Him is our own free
will. He has done all the hard work, all
we need to do is come to understand His
love for us, repent from our sins and accept
His eternal love. He came for all of us, Lk
5:32, “I came not to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance” because we are all
sinners, Rom 3:23, “For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God;” and
need His salvation. Could we ever find a
better friend?
If you have comments about the blog
you just read, want to express an opposing opinion, have suggestions for future
topics, and/or want me to email you the
blog weekly, email me at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.

Mando’s
Casual Mexican and American Cuisine

Open for Takeout
Monday – Friday

11 – 4

Saturday – Sunday

8–3

Serving Eggs Benedict
Saturday & Sunday All Day

All Alcohol Available for Takeout

Call: 831-656-9235
mandospg.com

162 Fountain Ave.
Pacific Grove, Ca 93950
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Patrick Ryan

Local Real Estate Update
Monterey Peninsula Real Estate Market Update
I think it is time to take a look at some numbers for our local Monterey Peninsula
residential real estate market. The way the world is right now, any number would not
surprise me. Though we still have a very low inventory/supply of homes for sale, the
demand seems to be out there. However, trying to predict what will happen is like
trying to predict what is going to happen with this damn virus (excuse my language,
but it is how I feel). These numbers were provided to me by my brokerage, Sotheby’s
International Realty and I thank them for that. Just for below, SP = Sales Price and
LP = List Price.
Under $1M
$1M -$3M
Avg. SP is $549,678
Avg. SP is $1,570,012
LP to SP ratio is 96.4%
LP to SP ratio is 92.1%
Avg SP is up 3% YTD
Avg SP is down 3% YTD
Median SP is up 5% YTD
Median SP is even YTD at $1.4M
# of sales is down 35.7% YTD
# of sales is down 25% YTD
Active Inventory is lowest in decades
Active Inventory is near lowest in decades
$3M - $5M
$5M - $10M
Avg. SP is $3,730,778
Avg. SP is $6,529,630
LP to SP ratio is 90.2%
LP to SP ratio is 86.2%
Avg. SP is down just 1% YTD
Avg. SP is down just 4% YTD
Median SP is down just 1% YTD
Median SP is up 1% YTD
# of sales is up 22.7% YTD
# of sales are down 33% YTD
Active Inventory is near lowest in decades
Active Inventory is toward
lower end at 45 homes
Over $10M
Avg. SP is $13,947,073
LP to SP ratio is 86.8%
Avg. SP is down 28% YTD(mainly due to some high-end sales from last year that
skew the results)
Median SP is also down 28% YTD
# of sales are equal with last year at 2
Active Inventory is at 18 units which is toward the higher end.
Well, there you have it. Now that we are slowly opening up, I can tell that the town
is getting a little bit busier and my sense is that we will have more buyers coming into
town faced with a low inventory. In a few more weeks, but the middle of June it will
be interesting to see if the market is picking up.
Patrick Ryan Sotheby’s International Realty, 831.238.8116, patrick.ryan@sothebyshomes.com

Crossword,Puzzle
Peter Silzer

YOUSE GUISE

Solution is on page 8

Across
1
Calls it quits
6
Marzipan nuts
13 Sweetie pie
14 Chills out
15 Eaves dropper?
16 Gives a holler
17 In a way that’s pleasing to hear
20 Genetic attribute
21 Bottom lines
22 __ Enterprise, in “Star Trek”
25 Post or ship
26 Mistreat new students, for example
27 Place for a BBQ party
29 Whitehorse is its only city (2
wds)
31 Antagonym meaning divide or
stick together
35 Further up
36 Carly Simon hit. . .and a reminder to egotists (3 wds)
40 Gets laundry ready to wash
41 Point B on a GPS, abbrev.
42 Way over there
46 Boxing decision, briefly
47 U.S. bank protection agency
48 Without anyone’s help
49 N.C.A.A. team in Hartford (2
wds)
52 Use a yardstick
55 On an even keel
56 Nabs a perp
57 Food grain
58 Mumus, shifts, etc.
59 Weeps
Down
1
Safe and sound
2
Poisonous snake of Papua
New Guinea
3
Common corsage
4
Aviator

5
Observed
6
Egg white
7
Rich soil
8
Contemplate, with “over”
9
“For Your Eyes __” James Bond
film
10 WWF or CARE, for example
11 Morning moisture that rhymes
with a plant that sounds like the circled
letters
12 Sound of disapproval
13 Loses on purpose?
18 “Out of Africa” author Dinesen
19 Anise-flavored liquor
22 Home of Great Salt Lake
23 Pro or con, in a debate
24 Fly like an eagle
26 Shades of color
27 Ache
28 “Life of Pi” director Lee
29 Designer __ Saint Laurent
30 IOU, for example
31 Skin problem
32 “Check this out!”
33 Continental cash
34 Museum display
37 Eccentricity
38 Blood line?
39 “Happy Birthday, Moon” author
Frank
42 High-pH compound
43 Character weakness
44 Anoints, old style
45 Start back at zero
47 Loud, in music
48 Up and about
49 Applications or functions
50 Use “colorful” words
51 “Semper Fi” org.
52 Ticked off or angry
53 Mess up
54 “We __ the World,” song of unity

PACIFIC GROVE UNIFIED SCHOOL
DISTRICT HONORS ITS 2019-2020
RETIREES
It is with deep appreciation and gratitude that we honor this years’ retirees who
have selflessly dedicated their lives to the students and greater community of the

Pacific Grove Unified School District

Matt Bell, PGHS Principal – 37 years of service
Maria Taschner, RDE, FGE, PGHS – Rec Attendant and Food Service
32 Years of Service
Linda Williams, RDE Teacher and Principal – 26 Years of service
Lisa Stacks, MOT Transportation Foreman, Bus Driver – 23 Years of
Service
Elyse Thomas, District Office Clerk III Accounts Payable- 21 Years of
Service
Elaine DeMarco, PGMS Math Teacher – 18 Years of Service
Debby Farmer, PGHS Administrative Assistant- 14 Years of Service
Joel Drucker, MOT Bus Driver – 11 Years of Service

PG
Winner of the 2010

Year Award
Restaurant of the

T he Fi n e st G o u r m e t Pi z z a
WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE

Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust
Must present current coupon to get
discount. Not combinable with other offers
EXPIRES 6-29-20

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111

1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)
Mon-Thu 4-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 11-10pm • Sun 12-9:30pm

www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

Joshua Cho one of Five to
Receive Art Scholarship

The Arts Council for Monterey County awarded five $2,500 scholarships
to high school seniors to support their higher educational goals. These scholarships are creating an investment in a student right at the beginning of his or
her artistic and academic career in order to contribute to the county’s creative
vitality & rich artistic heritage upon graduation.
Congratulations to the College Art Scholarship Awardees: Daisy Swanson,
Joshua Cho of Pacific Grove High School, Isabella Jolie Apodaca, Vanessa
Stacy Valenziela Berumen, Mariah Trinity.
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Family Crossword Puzzle
Peter Silzer

THINK GREEN

Solution is on Page 8

Across
1
Future flower
4
Performed in a choir
8
Exchange one thing for another
12 It might hurt team spirit
13 Acapulco water [in Spanish]
14 Manage problems
15 Purple veggie (that is not actually
from a chicken)
17 Cajon veggie in gumbo
18 Unit of corn (although it can’t
actually hear)
19 Sombrero or Stetson
21 Looked in the eye
24 Leafy veggie often used in
4-down
28 Drip from a faucet
29 It’s attached at the shoulder
30 Jazzy horn
31 Snakes in the Nile
32 One way to get to school
33 “Good Evening” in Italian is “Buona __”
34 A rocky hill
35 Sloppy farm animal?
36 One way to travel around Disney
World
37 Popeye’s favorite veggie
39 Students don’t like them
40 “Pick one, __ one”
41 Famous Notre Dame coach __
Parseghian
42 Fourth planet from the Sun
45 “Cool” veggie?
50 Whole bunches (2 words)
51 Licensed Practical Nurses, abbreviated
52 The land of the free, and the
home of the brave
53 Like wet plants in the morning
54 Endings for fuels (benz_ and
ethyl__)
55 Received, like a present

Down
1
“Busy” garden worker
2
Sheepskin boot brand
3
Common house pet
4
Veggie dish
5
Seaweed used in ice cream!
6
Mother Teresa, for example
7
Reaps, like veggies
8
Anthem writer Francis __ Key
9
Pan to stir fry veggies
10 Rainy month, abbreviated
11 Small round veggie
16 Cheats at Hide and Seek
20 Cash dispenser outside a bank
21 Opposite of sharps in music (also
a way to buy veggie seedlings)
22 Ancient Greek fable writer
23 Kid’s juice box: __ Sun
24 Chuckle
25 Consumers
26 Diamond weight or gold measure
(but it sounds like an orange veggie!)
27 Students don’t like them
32 Two-wheeler
33 One way to cook veggies
35 One place to cook veggies
38 Extremely rude
39 Support for a bridge
41 Teenager’s skin problem
42 Angry
43 Type of beer (it rhymes with a
dark green leafy veggie)
44 Straight line in a veggie garden
46 Former TV network
47 Potential pest in a veggie garden
48 Spanish word for “that”
49 City rodent

610 Dennett St. - Pacific Grove
Charming 2 bedroom 2 bath single-story
Pacific Grove cottage. $945,500
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Scott Dick, Monterey County
Association of Realtors

Market Matters

There are so many ways in which 2020 is not turning out the way most Americans
expected. In terms of real estate, we were hurtling toward a busy spring season. All the
economic indicators looked strong, boosting buyers to battle it out for a limited supply
of homes. But then the coronavirus pandemic swept across the nation, upending those
expectations and forcing us to reassess the year ahead. Home sales have fallen and real
estate listings dissipated as the COVID-19 pandemic made many buyers and sellers
think twice about buying, selling, and potentially even moving with a deadly and highly
contagious virus on the loose. But home sales will rebound in the late summer and fall,
driven by millennials eager to own a home of their own, according to a revised forecast
for 2020 by realtor.com®'s economists.
"COVID-19 has really dramatically changed the way the housing market is going
to perform this year," says realtor.com Chief Economist Danielle Hale. "We started off
with the potential for the best year in more than a decade for sales.”
Sales of existing homes are expected to drop about 15% in 2020 compared with
the previous year. Realtor.com is anticipating 4.5 million sales this year, compared with
5.34 million last year.
While many cash-strapped buyers have eagerly anticipated prices falling, triggering a real estate bonanza similar to the Great Recession, that's not likely to happen this
time around.
The median price for an existing home is expected to hold steady, rising by just
1.1% in 2020 over the previous year.
Buyers shouldn't despair. Record-low mortgage interest rates will offset some of
the slightly higher prices. Rates are expected to be around 3.2% this year, down from
nearly 4% last year.
Lenders are requiring higher credit scores and down payments, in some cases, as
the nation grapples with unemployment rates that are likely in the 20%-plus range.
Another downside for buyers is that home construction is expected to slow, exacerbating the housing shortage.
Where buyers go shopping could also shift in the wake of the coronavirus. Those
cooped up in small apartments in pricey cities may seek out smaller cities and suburbs
where they can get more square footage and a backyard for less money.

-------------------------------------------

Scott Dick, Ed.D.
Government Affairs Director
Monterey County Association of REALTORS®
201-A Calle Del Oaks | Del Rey Oaks, CA 93940
(831) 393-8677 DIRECT
(831) 238-0532 ALTERNATE
www.mcar.com

Life on the Bay

Photos by Lawrence Gay
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Katie Ryan

Your Health

Eggcited About the Statuary Tour

Pilates and the Immune System
How does Pilates specifically
strengthen the immune system? Here is
how the physiology actually works: An
important part of your immune system is
the Lymphatic System. The Lymphatic
system is a network of tissues and organs
that helps rid the body of toxins, waste and
other things that the body does not want.
Lymph circulates throughout the system
and passes through lymph nodes that are
clusters spread throughout the body. You
have probably noticed some swelling
under your jaw line when you are ill, that
is your lymph node. Your doctor checks
these during examinations.
The lymph nodes scan the fluid that
circulates through the system for viruses,
toxins, unwanted bacteria and other types
of foreign matter. The lymph nodes basically filter the fluid and help the body excrete the unwanted material from the body.
In order for lymph fluid to be propelled throughout the body to go through
this screening process, it relies on some
specific muscles that act like a pump. The
Lymphatic System is not an autonomic
system like the Cardiovascular system.
The first muscle is the Transversus Abdominus. This deep layer of abdominal mus-

cle is used in every movement of Pilates
to serve the greater health of the spine, as
well as, to assist as an accessory pump
to the lungs for strong healthy breathing
and circulation. The second is the Calf
muscle which is made up of two muscles,
the Soleus and Gastrocnemius, and which,
by its motion, helps promote movement of
the lymph fluid from the lower extremities
upward in the body. A great example of
how Pilates works this muscle is when you
point and flex your feet. This activates the
muscle and the circulation. Essentially,
every movement in Pilates by its very
design is aiding in the movement of the
lymph in your body, which is your innate
immune system helping you stay healthy.
Joseph Pilates understood this physiology
connection.
Katie Ryan has spent the last 16
years teaching Pilates. She is certified in
Mat Pilates by NESTA, Reformer Pilates
through Balance Body, Rehabilitation
through APPI Physiotherapy and TRX.
If you have any questions, please contact
her at info@matpilateswithkatie.com. Or
feel free to go to her website where she
teaches online Pilates classes at www.
matpilateswithkatie.com

Helping to Foot The Bill

Dear Friends of Max's Helping Paws,
Hopefully you are safe and healthy while managing this difficult situation.
Since COVID-19, when we realized that so many more people - people who never
needed help before - would likely need help, Max's Helping Paws introduced Chestnut's
Crisis Fund (in addition to our other programs) to try to meet the urgent and growing
needs of this community.
We never expected to see what we've been seeing - a 75% increase in applications.
Nearly 14% of all funds we have approved for pets in a health crisis since we began
have been granted since Shelter in Place began.
We also announced last week that our financial assistance programs are now available to any Monterey County primary or specialty veterinary practice with a client
who would like to apply for support.
When we cancelled our annual fundraiser earlier this month, we created a "Fundraiser-In-Place" online to share some of the information we'd planned to share at our
event. Donations up to $35,000 will be matched, but we have $12,000 to go, and only
10 days left. Please visit MAXSPAWS.ORG to help us reach this goal.

I loved the local sculpture pics and wanted to add a much less conspicuous one to the lot. Introducing...a happy Humpty Dumpty who
brings joy to passersby in the alley behind our house:
Here is Mr. Eggcited in his home in the Blue Garden where he was
sculpted to be. It was a 2017 addition to the garden! Superb work by
Kimber Fiebiger. I will paraphrase from this edition’s poem by Gary
(a neighbor) that the garden is a “metropolis" (of whimsy). He walks
his little dog up the alley almost every day and enjoys the garden.

Crossword Puzzle

Peter Silzer

VEGETABLES

Puzzle Solution

Puzzle is on page 6

Peter Silzer

YOUSE GUISE

Puzzle is on page 6

Monterey History & Art Association's
89th La Merienda Celebration Rescheduled
from June 6, 2020 to June 5, 2021

April 28, 2020. Monterey, CA. Due to the current Covid-19 crisis, Monterey History and Art Association (www.montereyhistory.org) has rescheduled “La Merienda”
which was to be held on June 6, 2020. The new date for this festive community event
will be on Saturday, June 5, 2021.
The La Merienda committee is currently contacting everyone who already purchased a ticket for the 2020 event. For any questions, call (831) 236-0269 or email
LaMerienda2020@gmail.com for information.
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Panetta Institute Survey Finds College Students Significantly
Impacted by COVID-19

In the twentieth year of its nationwide
survey of college students, the Panetta
Institute for Public Policy has found that
college students have been profoundly
impacted by COVID-19. In the poll 79
percent of the students polled said that
COVID-19 is changing their life in a very
or fairly major way, and 70 percent are
worried that someone in their immediate
family might catch the coronavirus. By 67
percent to 33 percent college students are
more worried that the United States will
move too quickly in loosening restrictions
rather than taking too long. Students say
that the coronavirus is the top issue for
them personally at 39 percent with healthcare a distant second at 11 percent.
On campus, students are generally
satisfied with how their institution has handled the coronavirus, but they question the
benefits of distance learning and its impact
on the value of their education. While 83
percent support their institution’s decisions
in the face of this health emergency, a
majority (58%) say that online classes are
not as good as in-person classes. In fact,
74 percent report that they miss attending
classes in person a great deal or a fair
amount, topped only by missing hanging
out with friends (84%). And, 64 percent
of underclassmen say that they have seriously considered demanding that their
institutions reduce tuition while classes
are being offered online, while 42 percent
say they will seriously consider taking
time off until classes return to being held
in-person. Finally, due to COVID-19, 41
percent say they will graduate from college
later than planned, 20 percent will change
their choice of a career or profession, and
nearly half (47%) say their family has
lost a significant amount of income due
to COVID-19.
Regarding their view of the country
in general, students describe the country
as being “off on the wrong track” (56%)
instead of moving in “the right direction”
(44%), a slight an improvement over last
year’s percentages, 64 percent and 36
percent respectively.
While all Americans are being impacted by the coronavirus, it is clear from
the survey that students in particular believe their lives are changing in a major
way,” notes Institute chairman and former
United States Defense Secretary Leon E.
Panetta. “Their concerns go deeper—to
the direction of our country, to the health
of our democracy and to the quality of
our leaders.”
Indeed, when asked—how well would
you say democracy is working in the United States today—58 percent say very well
or somewhat well while 35 percent say
not too well and 7 percent not at all well.
Also, when asked about the country’s
future, only 32 percent of students describe themselves as “more confident and
secure,” with 68 percent saying they’re
“more uncertain and concerned” – one of
the most pessimistic views recorded by the
survey in more than two decades.
The Panetta Institute commissions
this poll in the spring of each year to
help guide its curriculum and advance
its mission, which is to encourage young
people to consider careers in public service and prepare them for the challenges
they’ll face as future leaders. Conducted
by Hart Research Associates, the study
explores student attitudes and opinions on many topics, including social
trends, level of political involvement,
personal career expectations and a variety of national and international issues.
One of the more remarkable trends over
the survey’s history has been the rise in
student In the twentieth year of its nationwide survey of college students, the Panetta Institute for Public Policy has found
that college students have been profoundly
impacted by COVID-19. In the poll 79
percent of the students polled said that
COVID-19 is changing their life in a very
or fairly major way, and 70 percent are

worried that someone in their immediate
family might catch the coronavirus. By 67
percent to 33 percent college students are
more worried that the United States will
move too quickly in loosening restrictions
rather than taking too long. Students say
that the coronavirus is the top issue for
them personally at 39 percent with healthcare a distant second at 11 percent.
On campus, students are generally
satisfied with how their institution has handled the coronavirus, but they question the
benefits of distance learning and its impact
on the value of their education. While 83
percent support their institution’s decisions
in the face of this health emergency, a
majority (58%) say that online classes
are worse than in-person classes. In fact,
74 percent report that they miss attending
classes in person a great deal or a fair
amount, topped only by missing hanging
out with friends (84%). And, 64 percent
of underclassmen say that they have seriously considered demanding that their
institutions reduce tuition while classes
are being offered online, while 42 percent
say they will seriously consider taking
time off until classes return to being held
in-person. Finally, due to COVID-19, 41
percent say they will graduate from college
later than planned, 20 percent will change
their choice of a career or profession, and
nearly half (47%) say their family has
lost a significant amount of income due
to COVID-19.
Regarding their view of the country
in general, students describe the country
as being “off on the wrong track” (56%)
instead of moving in “the right direction”
(44%), a slight an improvement over last
year’s percentages, 64 percent and 36
percent respectively.
While all Americans are being impacted by the coronavirus, it is clear from
the survey that students in particular believe their lives are changing in a major
way,” notes Institute chairman and former
United States Defense Secretary Leon E.
Panetta. “Their concerns go deeper—to
the direction of our country, to the health
of our democracy and to the quality of
our leaders.”
Indeed, when asked—how well would
you say democracy is working in the United States today—58 percent say very well
or somewhat well while 35 percent say
not too well and 7 percent not at all well.
Also, when asked about the country’s
future, only 32 percent of students describe themselves as “more confident and
secure,” with 68 percent saying they’re
“more uncertain and concerned” – one of
the most pessimistic views recorded by the
survey in more than two decades.
Another of the more remarkable
trends over the survey’s history has
been the rise in student concern about
climate change. Eighty-five percent of
the students say that climate change
is a very serious or somewhat serious
problem, while only 15 percent say it is
not too serious or not a problem at all.
“Here again we get an indication why
students express such dismay with the
direction of the country,” says Secretary
Panetta. “With the lack of a national strategy to address climate change, students are
worried about the consequences to them
and the world they will inherit.”

in 2017 and 66 percent last year – and 84
percent of students say they’re registered
to vote.
Related to this year’s election, when
asked how confident they were that our
nation’s system of checks and balances
between the three branches of government
is working effectively, 60 percent of the
students say that they are very or fairly
confident, while 40 percent say they are
not that confident or not confident at all.

Financial Distress

Last year’s Panetta survey showed
many college students to be experiencing
serious personal financial distress, and this
year’s suggests that this is still a significant
problem. Fifty-six percent of the students
have had to take out student loans, and
the average amount of debt these students
expect to be carrying upon graduation
exceeds $30,000.
“This kind of burden not only impacts
bank accounts and the ability to make a
future purchase like a home,” says Institute
co-chair and CEO Sylvia M. Panetta. “It
also puts serious constraints on students’
career choices after graduation.”
Fifty-nine percent of students with
loans say their debt will have a great deal
or quite a bit of impact on what kind of job
they eventually pursue. Not surprisingly,
students express keen interest in policy
changes that would make a college education more affordable. Sixty-one percent
of students say they are interested in a
national service program in exchange for
a grant or financial assistance to help pay
for college.

Public Service

Because of the Panetta Institute’s
mission to promote civic involvement, its
surveys always ask students about their
level of interest in public service. This
year’s study finds a record-tying 35 percent of students saying they’d be interested
in running for a federal elected office such
as member of Congress or senator if the
opportunity should arise, and 37 percent
expressing interest in running for a state
or local office. And, as mentioned above,
interest in a two-year national service program in exchange for a grant or financial
assistance to help pay for college remains
at high levels with 61 percent very or fairly
interested.
“This is a finding that boosts our
spirits at the Institute,” says Mrs. Panetta,
“and we’re also encouraged by students’
continuing high level of involvement in
their communities.”
Sixty-seven percent of students say
they’ve been involved in activities to help

their local community, and 43 percent
say they’d be interested in working for a
not-for-profit community organization or
foundation after they graduate. Similar
levels of interest are recorded for working
in public health (41%) or in a job that is
considered essential for dealing with the
coronavirus (39%).

Other highlights of the
survey include:

In just one year, due to COVID-19,
the proportion of college students who
say the economy is excellent or good has
dropped from 59 percent to 38 percent.
Forty-nine percent believe that during the
next twelve months the economy will get
worse, compared to 27 percent who felt
similarly last year. But 71 percent remain
confident they will be able to find a job that
is acceptable to them when they graduate.
Asked where they get most of their
information about politics and civic affairs, students rank social media such as
Twitter and Facebook as number one for
the third time in the survey’s history, with
46 percent citing them as principal sources.
Television, meanwhile, has declined
as a principal news and information source
for students, from 61 percent in 2004 to 36
percent today, and the community or city
newspaper has declined from 26 percent
to 4 percent during that period.
Thinking about the problems that their
generation will face, 46 percent believe
that most of the problems will be international in scope while 54 percent believe
they will be national in scope.
Congressional leaders rank poorly on
the opinion scale, with Senate majority
leader Mitch McConnell faring worst with
a net negative of 14 percentage points (14
percent positive to 28 negative). Nancy
Pelosi’s rating is 24 percent positive and
36 percent negative.
By a margin of 67 to 33 percent, students say immigration helps the United
States more than it hurts, and 63 percent of
the students say that Congress should vote
to continue the DACA program.
With more than two decades of collected data, the Panetta survey has become
a highly respected source of information
for scholars and journalists interested in
tracking the views of the country’s next
generation of voters and decision makers.
For this year’s poll, Hart Research
conducted online interviews with 800
students at four-year colleges across the
country from April 29 to May 5. A more
extensive summary of the study’s findings
can be found in the attached survey charts
and at PanettaInstitute.org.

Annual Summer Wildflower
Show Goes Virtual

Presidential Race

This year’s poll show a modest improvement in Donald Trump’s standing
among college students. Still, he remains
deeply unpopular on campus and trails Joe
Biden by nearly two to one. Sixty-five
percent of students disapprove of his
performance in office. There is no issue
where college students say Donald Trump
would do a better job than Joe Biden.
Overall, students show a high level of
interest in this year’s election. Sixty-one
percent of students see politics as very
or fairly relevant in their lives – a figure
topped only by the 69 percent recorded

Garland Ranch Regional Park Summer Wildflower Show will enter the digital
world and will be available for a limited time from Saturday, June 6 through Sunday,
June 21, 2020.
Informative, interactive and a new frontier, the show will be available for your
exploration at the MPRPD website at www.mprpd.org. Learn about native plants,
read about plant and pollinator relationships, partake in at-home activities and crafts,
discover local wildflowers, and remember to vote for your favorite featured wildflower.
Just click and explore to learn more.
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Famous Persons Annual Project

Our students worked really hard in school with their research (starting in
February) and then had to work from home to complete all aspects of this
project. I know there were many challenges to this for the students, but they
persevered and overcame obstacles. They all filmed a video of their speech
and did a fantastic job! We enjoyed the virtual presentations this year watching on Meet sessions throughout this past week. Lots of gratitude

Amelia Earhart

to the students AND their parents who helped support this Right of Passage
4th-grade Famous Person project.
Karen Levy, 4th Grade Teacher
Robert Down School

Ansel Adams

Babe Ruth

Brett Favre

Elin Kelsey

Florence Nightingale

Jimmy Carter

Helen Keller

Jane Goodall

John Lennon

Mae Jemison
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Famous Persons Annual Project

Malala
Martin Luther King, Jr.

RobertCade

Robert Louis Stevenson

Georgia O’Keeffe
Stan Lee
Walt Disney

Rosa Parks

Stephen Hawking

Anne Frank
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Social Distancting Around the Grove

Photos by Lawrence Gay
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Pacific Grove Sports - Track and Field Retrospective

A Senior Moment

During the 2017 Cross Country season, a good
portion of the members of that championship team
were dubbed “The Super Sophs.” Today those young
people, two-and-a-half years older and hopefully wiser,
are leaving their high school careers behind to head off
into the wild, woolly frontier of college life. So, here’s a
summary of the accomplishments of those former Super
Sophs and other senior track and cross country athletes.
Straight down the alphabet.
Sprinter Alexis Ackerman joined the Track team for
the first time last year. In her one full season she posted
personal bests of 15.12 for 100 meters and 30.93 for 200.
She raced once this year as a member of the 4x100 Meter
Relay team that placed 3rd at the King City Invitational.
Christian Ayers ran as a member of the Cross
Country team for four years. Slowly. Which is okay. The
great American marathoner Bill Rodgers once expressed
great admiration for slow runners, as he himself couldn’t
imagine running for as long a time period as they do. The
conditioning received via cross country helped Christian
be a better member of the PGHS Golf team. He’s a
Breaker Harrier, and was cheered on to the finish line just
the same as his faster teammates. There’s a lot to be said

Wayne Guffin

for that. Noor Benny is a four year veteran of both sports.
She was a steady performer during the fall seasons who
showed continuous improvement throughout her career.
On the track she specialized in the 200 and 400, posting
PRs of 30.91 and 70.77. Where she really made her mark
was in the relays, both the 4x100 and 4x400, picking up
a lot of 1st and 2nd place finishes in those events. Noor
was a member of the 4x400 Meter Relay team that made
it to the 2018 CCS Semi-Finals.
Ray Birkett joined the Cross Country team as a sophomore and proceeded to win the 2017 MTAL J.V. title.
He became the hero of the 2018 season when, stepping
up from the J.V. ranks to substitute for an ailing varsity
runner, his finish as the team’s 6th man at the CCS Championships was the tie-breaker that sent the Breakers to the
State Meet. He surprised everyone his senior year when he
blossomed mid-season to become a solid varsity runner.
In his four track seasons he specialized in the sprints,
posting bests of 11.93 for 100 meters, 24.3 for 200, and
56.76 for 400. He also went 18’-6” in the long jump. He
is a veteran of many relays, including being a member
of the 2018 MTAL Frosh-Soph Champion 4x400 team,

as well as the team that set the school Frosh-Soph record
of 46.37 in the 4x100 Meter Relay in finishing 3rd at the
2018 MTAL Championships.
John Coleman ran four years of Freshman/J.V. Cross
Country and two of Track. He had finishes as high as 2nd
Freshman at an MTAL Center Meet and 4th J.V. at the
2017 MTAL Peninsula Meet. He joined the Track team
last year as a junior, posting bests of 2:22.47 for 800
Meters and 5:07.98 in the 1,600. In his one meet this year
– the King City Invitational – he ran the 100, 200, and
4x100 Meter Relay, so it appears that his interest shifted
towards the sprints.
Andrew Crannell is another athlete who suddenly
blossomed. A weight man – Shot Put and Discus thrower –
he turned in passable results his freshman and sophomore
seasons. But as a junior he went from a 10 lb. Shot Put PR
of 25’-9” to tossing the 12 lb. ball 32’-10 1/2”. His better
event though was the Discus, where during the 2019 season he consistently finished 1st or 2nd, including placing
2nd at the PCAL Cypress Division Championships, and
posting a PR 109’-8”.

The “Super Sophs” at the 2017 MTAL Cross Country Championships: (L-R)
Elijah Taurke, Kai Hoadley, Robo Rice, Bryce Montgomery, Thomas Jameson, Leo Lauritzen (hidden behind Mr. Hoadley), Ray Birkett (partially hidden), and Will Stefanou.

Ray Birkett with his 1st place ribbon
at the 2017 MTAL Cross Country
Championships.

John Coleman competing in the
2017 MTAL Peninsula Meet at Carmel Middle School.

Noor Benny set to receive the baton from Kulaea Tulua in a 2018 home
meet.

Christian Ayers running in the 2018
Pacific Grove Invitational.

Andrew Crannell in action during
the 2019 PCAL Masters Meet at
Breaker Stadium.

The full story and the rest of the pictures can be found on
our website at ww.cedarstreettimes.com. There were too many
wonderful Senior Moments to fit in one issue!
Alexis Ackerman starting in the 2019 Rotary 100 Meters.
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Joy Colangelo

From the Trenches

We've created a Frankenstein - the
monster will turn out to be the good guy

Pacific Grove is chin deep in changes. The coronoacoaster, with its up and down
restrictions will not be lifted on May 31 like many other California counties. Commercial properties were already ghosting before we knew what a COVID was and now
I'm sure shop owners and chefs are triple checking the books to see if they will ever
reopen. Some, like Monterey's Sly (McFly) have thrown in the dishtowel. They will
not reopen. Short term rentals have their closing deadline this week (27/28), eliminating any STR not in the commercial or coastal zone. Now with COVID, many of
the preserved STR's will also close their doors since the "new" tourism is unlikely to
bring about the quiet guests we specialized in. While less than .5% of our guests would
surprise us with noise or smoking inside or leaving a mess, 99.5% of them arrived,
enjoyed nature and left our houses looking as if they hadn't even arrived yet. That mix
is likely to turn on its head if the mask-less, trash mongering Memorial Day crowds
were any indication. The risk takers, the tourists that don't honor the ways of the towns
they visit, the guests that don't read the house rules -- that's who will be the first to
travel. Many of us are closing June and July to avoid that census, despite whether the
Health Director or the Governor give the green light to open. While Measure M was
a monster of an initiative to begin with, another monster in the shape of a virus will
finish the city coffers off. Both of them changed the face of tourism dollars, and we're
most likely to see that neither did it in a good way.
Seven Gables Inn, locally owned for 36 years is for sale and will stay local (for
you local-ites, stay in my backyard types) if any one of us has $17.5 million dollars.
It's zoned to revert back to a residence as are the bookended housing they were allowed
to buy; it's allowed to be both residence and commercial; and it's allowed to remain
wholly commercial. It's a zoning monster and part of that special package B&B's were
allowed when we didn't have citizen zoning cops like the ones who came out of the
woodwork to corral short term rentals into some Frankenstein zones. Oh, that reminds
me, some of the rooms at Seven Gables and many of the other B&B's are listed as
short term rentals - just to f&#* with the zoning gods. An outsider (oh heavens) will
make the purchase, will not convert it to a residence as all B&B's once were (there's
one exception in town that I know of which was a care facility) and certainly will not
be a speculation for affordable housing and convert those water credits, rooms and
views to the underserved.
Any B&B that closes or switches hands (who'd be nutty enough to buy one in
this tourism climate?), sweeps the housing they bought next door with them, keeping
several single family home residences commerical. Now I don't care, but the Measure
M author should and his off and on again side-kick Chamber Prez. They'd have to
agree with me. Agree with what? They'd have to agree that they rarely agree with
themselves. Not each other. Themselves. Their own internal guide is only understood
by getting your PhD in Fuzzy Logic. Or instead of a Psychology degree, one in Reverse
Psychology. Then their brain switching alliances would all make sense.
Frankenstein projects are the ones that stick to the moral of the story wherein the
inventor lacks self-knowledge. You see, even learned men might not learn a lesson.
Dr. Frankenstein can accept the weight of his mistake only after the consequences,
make their way through the throng of torch bearing citizens. Rarely does the author/
monster maker show depth or morality (the monster did, but never the doctor nor the
citizens) and usually lacked foresight from the very beginning of their brain stealing
scheme. I think we're going to see our City unable to recover, living right now only
off the portion of property tax it received in April and dipping liberally into the operating reserves it too so long to save. There's no sales tax and no transient occupancy
tax coming in, making up 2/3 of its budget. It will limp along with the tourism dollars
that trickle its way. And even if tourism picks up and, let's say even increases, it's not
going to be pretty. If Memorial Day is representative of who comes to town and how
much that group spends, we are going to light downtown with torches instead of the
new tree lighting we are about to spend thousands of dollars on. That's where your
money is going - like I said, even learned men don't necessarily learn a lesson. When
you look at the pictures of our local beaches this past weekend and match that with the
dustbowl ghost town pictures of Lighthouse those very same days, you'll understand
what I mean. I'm not going to be surprised to see tumbleweeds blowing down our
commercial zones soon. If I do, it will be tumbling trash from the ill-kempt tourists
on the beach and that trash isn't masks. They weren't wearing any.

Lifeguard Tower to be Installed
at Asilomar State Beach

California State Parks is unveiling a seasonal lifeguard tower at Asilomar State
Beach (SB). Asilomar’s main beach is popular destination for Monterey Peninsula locals
and visitors because of its natural beauty, sandy beach and good surf.
While enjoying the beach, State Parks reminds visitors that the ocean can be
treacherous and it is important to stay alert when recreating in the surf; when possible,
swim near a lifeguard. It’s important to note ocean conditions at Asilomar State Beach
change constantly and ever present rocks and rip currents make it a difficult place for
swimming and beginning surfers.
Over the past three years State Parks has increased lifeguard staffing at Asilomar
State Beach, with lifeguards in trucks regularly parked along Sunset Drive, adjacent to
the beach. During this time lifeguards have made thousands of preventative safety contacts,and several rescues at Asilomar State Beach alone. While this increased presence
has successfully prevented drownings and reduced emergency responses to Asilomar SB,
the installation of the new tower will make lifeguards more effective and approachable.
The new tower places lifeguard staff in the midst of visitors to Asilomar State
Beach, and the tower is an easily accessible point of contact for visitor services, as the
lifeguard on duty is available to answer questions, proactively contact visitors about
beach and water safety, and make water rescues. A lifeguard will staff the tower daily
during peak visitation hours through the summer (Memorial Day to Labor Day), typically
from noon to 6:00 PM, but hours will vary depending on weather and beach visitation.
If you do visit Asilomar State Beach, be sure to:
• Check with the lifeguard for current conditions and safety
• Pay attention to signs of ocean dangers – rough surf and rip tides
• Stay high and dry
• Stay off rocks
• Never turn your back on the ocean
• Supervise children at all times
State Parks also provides lifeguard service throughout the City of Monterey and
staffs a lifeguard tower at Monterey State Beach, near the Monterey Tides Hotel. Hours
for this tower are also 12:00 noon to 6:00 P.M., and are also dependent on weather and
beach visitation. This service is provided through a partnership between California
State Parks and the City of Monterey.

PATTESTATION From Page 1
State health officials found Monterey County and 10 others to be deficient in certain areas where local officials feel the requirement has been met or is on the verge of
competion. These include:
• stable or decreasing number of COVID19 hospitalisations
• numbers at less than 25 cases per 100,000 population
• rate of less than 8% test positively in the past seven days
• posting of guidance for employers
• availability of supplies for frontline healthcare workers
• testing capacity of 1.5/1000 residents (we’re already at 1.6/1000) daily
• testing sites within 30 minutes driving timeof anyone in the county
• 65 contact tracing personnel needed (we have 44)
• temporary shelter for 15% of homeless population
• hospital capacity for 35% of COVID19 victims (829 beds including 148 in ICU)
• hospital need a plan for protection of the hospital workforce
• plan for non-state suppy chain of supplies
• plan for living and working in congregate settings
• establish relationships with neighboring counties
Businesses under Stage 2 must review and understand the State requirements for
reopening with limitations.
Businesses must train employees on modified business practices to protect employees and customers from exposure to COVID-19 prior to reopening.
Some businesses regulated by Monterey County Environmental Health must also
comply with local requirements to open.
Businesses must also complete, implement and post the Social Distancing Protocol, as required by the Monterey County Health Officer Shelter-in-Place Order, in
plain view for employees and customers to see. The Protocol template can be found at
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/home/showdocument?id=90204
“Monterey County residents have worked together to limit the spread of COVID-19
to the point that we as a community can resume more lower-risk activities and services,
which will provide social, emotional and economic benefits,” says Dr. Edward Moreno,
Monterey County Health Officer. “Ongoing compliance with state and local requirements to modify business practices, in addition to social distancing, use of face coverings
and staying at home as much as possible, will help to slow the spread of the virus.”
When CDPH publicly posts the attestation at https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/
CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/County_Variance_Attestation_Form.aspx, then Monterey County businesses can resume services if they adhere to the state and local required
modifications.
Maia Carroll
Communications Coordinator, County of Monterey
The question everyone is asking is “How long before we can reopen? or even extend
operations. Truth is, no one knows. The Attestation form has been submitted and Monterey County has received confirmation it was received by the California Department
of Public Health. Now we wait for them to go over it and verify our answers, and then
return to Monterey County Health with an answer...and a date.
Sarah Hardgrave of Supervisor Mary Adams’ (District 5) office wrote, “The exact
timeline for the next phase of reopening that was presented Tuesday morning is unknown because it depends on when the State posts Monterey County’s variance on their
website. It has been taking 24-48 hours, but there is no fixed amount of time given by
the State for their review of the submittal. As soon as that is done (simultaneously), the
County is prepared to issue the next revised Shelter in Place order.
In other words, it is expected to all happen by the end of the work week at the latest.”

Seven Gables Inn c. 1890

Please, if they do lighten up on us, keep your masks and don’t go around hugging
everybody. This thing is still going on and we really don’t want to backslide like some
places have. - Ed.
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PG High Senior Wins First Place
in Congressional Art Competition

ºOn May 23, Congressman
Jimmy Panetta (D-Carmel Valley)
announced the winners of the 2020
Congressional Art Competition.
“During this time of social
distancing, I am proud that we were
able to hold this Congressional Art
Competition virtually and provide
students an outlet to showcase their
creativity and talent,” said Congressman Panetta. “Congratulations to the
winners of this year’s competition. I
look forward to having these pieces
of art displayed in my offices and in
the U.S. Capitol for constituents from
our community and visitors from
around the world to see.”
The first place winning entry,
“A Fish by Any Other Name,” was
submitted by Delson Hays, a senior at
Pacific Grove High School. His piece
will be displayed in the United States Delson Hays, winner of art competition
Capitol Building for one year. Hays
and a family member are invited to attend a special Congressional Art Competition
ceremony with other young artists from around the country in Washington, D.C., on a
date to be determined.
Delson describes the meaning of this graphic illustration in his own words: “The
piece shows a world map, and on the land masses the word ‘fish’ has been translated
into more than 250 world languages and mapped to the geographic locations where
those languages are spoken (i.e., Spanish to Spain, Urdu to Pakistan, Inuit to Canada).
The bodies of water are filled with colored pencil drawings of several dozen species
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of marine fish. I wanted to make a piece that could represent the world’s biodiversity
alongside its cultural and linguistic diversity, as well as show the close relationship that
often exists between the two. As somebody planning to major in Evolutionary Biology
and Linguistics, this piece reflects the issues I think are most crucial – cultural and
environmental conservation – in the modern world and the current political climate.”
His art teacher at Pacific Grove High fondly recalls a paragraph he wrote for a
college letter of recommendation back in December. Matt Kelly writes, “Delson’s
consistent demonstration of artistic talent, openness to learning new techniques, and
impressive work ethic places him in the top 5% of my 130 students. When I first met
Delson in Intro to Art, he revealed a commanding talent for design; I observed his interest in organic patterns and fascination with foreign languages. His success led me
to invite him to advance to AP Studio Art, 2D Design, so as a junior with a full load
of five other AP classes, he added AP Art to his already complex schedule. His art is
confident and demonstrates more risk-taking and a wider variety of artistic intellectual
depth than the work of his peers. Delson’s 2019 portfolio explores the Oceanic cultural
art and linguistic nuance of illustrating words that don’t have direct translations outside of their culture; 10 works of this series were exhibited at the PG Art Center, May
2019. His AP 2D Design College Board portfolio scored a perfect 5. Deslon’s work
is confident and evocative, while revealing his dedication to going above and beyond
what is assigned by me, which expresses his inner fire of self-motivation and desire to
expand the boundaries of his knowledge and skill.”
The second place entry for the Congressional Art Competition, “Dreams and
Visions,” was submitted by Zixin “Cinde” Chen, a sophomore at Stevenson School.
Chen’s piece will be displayed in Congressman Panetta’s Washington, D.C. office.
The third place entry, “Golden Skies Over The Gate,” was submitted by Gracie Gaon,
a junior at Santa Catalina School. Gaon’s piece will be displayed in Congressman
Panetta’s district office.

Two From Pebble Beach
Named to Ole Miss Honor Roll

Austin Noorzoy Named to Spring 2020 Dean’s Honor Roll

Austin Alexandra Noorzoy, of Pebble Beach, was recently named to the University
of Mississippi’s Spring 2020 Honor Roll lists.
Noorzoy was named to the Dean’s Honor Roll, which is reserved for students who
earn a semester GPA of 3.50-3.74.
In order to be eligible for honor roll designation, a student must have completed
at least 12 graded hours for the semester and may not be on academic probation during
the semester.
The University of Mississippi, affectionately known as Ole Miss, is the state’s
flagship university. Included in the elite group of R1: Doctoral Universities - Highest
Research Activity by the Carnegie Classification, it has a long history of producing
leaders in public service, academics and business. With more than 23,000 students,
Ole Miss is the state’s largest university. Its 16 academic divisions include a major
medical school, nationally recognized schools of accountancy, law and pharmacy, and
an Honors College acclaimed for a blend of academic rigor, experiential learning and
opportunities for community action.

“A Fish by Any Other Name,” Muji Pens & Master Touch colored pencils, 24”
x 12” 2

Lorin Davi Named to Spring 2020 Chancellor’s Honor Roll

Lorin Vitina Davi, of Pebble Beach, was recently named to the University of
Mississippi’s Spring 2020 Honor Roll lists.
Davi was named to the Chancellor’s Honor Roll, which is reserved for students
who earn a semester GPA of 3.75-4.00.
“Our Chancellor’s Honor Roll students set the bar for academic excellence at the
University of Mississippi, and I congratulate them on their outstanding achievement,”
said Chancellor Glenn F. Boyce. “Their success is the result of an incredible amount
of hard work and dedication and truly showcases their commitment to the pursuit of
academic and personal greatness.”

Wishing Don a Happy Birthday

Photo by Lawrence Gay
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Flower power in Pacific Grove
By Susan Goldbeck

The arrival of the Magic Carpet every year in our little burg never disappoints. The
spectacular flowering succulent Drosanthemum Floribundum blooms but once a year.
What a spectacular show! It’s a hot purple -pink frosting dripping over a beautiful rocky
shore which descends into the sparkling blue-green Monterey Bay. Stunning. Iconic .
The Magic Carpet in Pacific Grove, extending from Lovers Point to Esplanade
Park was birthed by the initiative and hard work of but one citizen: Hayes Perkins.
Perkins, like many other residents here, walked the shoreline most every day. He
once observed that in all his world travels, having circled the globe a number of times,
he had never seen a place as beautiful as the Monterey Peninsula. He decided to stay.
So it is not surprising that it did not take long for Perkins to take umbrage with
the hideous border of this magnificent shoreline: out- of-control weeds dominated by
noxious poison oak and trash. He was also moved by stories of children playing in
the area being plagued by the effects of the poison oak. He resolved to do something
about it. He was going to pull out the weeds, pick up the trash and plant Drosantemm
Floribundum which he knew was befitting of this this enchanting location. It took him
14 years to complete the job.
Perkins made Pacific Grove his home in a two- room shack on what has always
been the quirky Mermaid Street. He settled there in the late ‘30s where he stayed until
his death in the early ‘60s.
Before his retirement Perkins had lived a nomadic life before coming to Pacific
Grove where he worked a great many jobs including often working as a gardener and
handyman. He was employed in that capacity for nine years doing just that at the
Hearst castle in San Simeon in the early thirties.
Perkins had spent many years in South Africa where he became familiar with
Drosantemm Floibundum. He had seen the spectacular effects of this beautiful succulent particularly on the coast. He knew it to be a plant that was easy to root and grow.
It resisted weeds, didn’t mind the coastal wind and the salt, required little water and
even less maintenance. It was just what he was looking for.
Since he was a child Perkins dreamed of having a garden by the sea. He was willing to spend the money and do the hard work to make his dream happen.
Perkins
did not know or consider how far he would get with his project or whether it was even
possible. He didn’t wait for help with the work, with funding or even for encouragement. He just started one day removing trash, pulling weeds and planting, one small
stretch of coastline at a time.
He watered by hand the nascent succulents until they could take hold. He sometimes plagued with the results of unintended contact with poison oak which spread across
the affected area of his body with its itchy, painful, bubbling rash. He was not deterred.
Perkins provided the most powerful form of leadership: example. Before long his
Magic Carpet took hold bursting out in hot purple-pink splashes the very first spring.
He kept at it. People began to notice.

He soon got help from many sources. Civic groups raised money for the work.
The City of Pacific Grove enlisted its public works department personnel to assist with
the job. Eventually, the Magic Carpet extended, as it does today, nearly a mile in length.
After completion of his Magic Carpet, Perkins observed that the City was doing a
less- than- stellar job of maintaining this coastal park. He again took action. He worked
for the rest of his life for the protection and care of this area.
Today, the Magic Carpet has become emblematic of the City of Pacific Grove. Pictures of it have appeared in all manner of publications all around the world including
National Geographic. It shows up on coffee mugs and other souvenirs. It often appears
in movies and commercials.
It is a frequent marketing tool used by the Chamber of Commerce to draw visitors to the city. And it does. It entices thousands of tourists a year to the area who are
intoxicated by its incredible beauty as it edges with its long tentacles what some say
is the most beautiful stretch of coastline on earth.
Perkins never cared much for personal recognition. He didn’t care about parks,
plaques or honors. He told city leaders that the best recognition he could ask for would
be for the community to maintain his wonderful coastal garden. He worked for the rest
of his life to protect the work he had done but, with limited success. After his death
and over the years the Magic Carpet lost a great deal of its original luster.
But, you say, the Magic Carpet is still stunningly beautiful today. It is. However,
it pales by comparison to its former glory. The good news is that City leaders last fall
pledged to restore the Magic Carpet and keep it in better condition in the future. A
plan and funding for this program is now in the works. If the City cannot get the job
done, perhaps the example of Hayes Perkins will promote private citizens to pitch in.
The fact is that there was no magic in the creation of what is now the iconic Magic
Carpet in Pacific Grove. It is one man wanting to make things better in his community.
It is a testament to the power of individual resolve and hard work. It is all about the
power of one: one person, one day, one weed out, one plant in.
Perkins legacy goes way beyond the coastline park that now bears his name.
He showed us that one person can not only make a difference but can make something
magic happen every year.

Photos of Drosantemm Floibundum (the Magic Carpet in Pacific Grove)
taken from Esplanade Park looking toward Pacific Grove.
Photos by Susan Goldbeck

Letters to the Editor

Cedar Street Times welcomes letters to the editor up to 225
words. Also welcome are guest commentaries on timely, local topics up to 750 words. Letters and commentaries may be edited for
grammar, spelling and content, and the editor reserves the right to
refuse publication of any submission. All submissions must include
name, address and phone number. We will not print letters which
slander or libel or make statements which we know to be untrue.
E-mail: editor@cedarstreettimes.com
Mail: Letters to the Editor,
306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950
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Butterfly Scavenger Hunt
PG Public Art Scavenger Hunt #3

801 Jewell Avenue

309 9th Street

1112 Forest Avenue

442 Lighthouse Avenue

Bu�erfly Art

1073 Lighthouse Avenue

Adult Ed School
1025 Lighthouse Avenue

Entrance to Sanctuary
250 Ridge Road

801 Jewell Avenue

1111 Lighthouse Avenue

PG High School
615 Sunset Drive

1042 Jewell Avenue

On The Streets of Pacific Grove
By David Laws
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THE CIRCLE OF SUCK - Shelter in WHAT Place?
Vanja Thompson, Guest Writer

Vagabonding in Vacationland

On April 3, the county’s revised shelter in place
directive was “continuing to exempt homeless individuals from the order but urging government agencies to
provide them shelter.” I called five separate government funded agencies that day in search of shelter for
my peninsula friend Nicole, and only one was able to
locate one bed in South County. As I reported, recited,
showed her screenshots of things I’d found and then
realized weren’t options she said, “I told you it’s a crazy
circle, right!?”
To make matters worse, March’s above average
rainfall, storms, and beach advisories continued into
April. The homeless weren’t just unsheltered. They
were soaked. And their usual resources had (ahem)
dried up: places they’d routinely go to get dry clothes,
replacement camp items, or laundromat vouchers were
closed, tapped out, or only operating by phone in the
early days of the county’s COVID-19 response.
That same day, I thought I’d found a beacon of hope
for my unsheltered friend when I read the governor’s
press release boldly (and wordily) titled: At Newly
Converted Motel, Governor Newsom Launches Project
Roomkey: A First-in-the-Nation Initiative to Secure
Hotel & Motel Rooms to Protect Homeless Individuals
from COVID-19.
I got online and on the phone immediately to do
what I (thought I) do best: find information.
With one exception, everyone I talked to – several working from newly jerry-rigged home offices
– seemed genuinely sympathetic but hadn’t heard of
Project Roomkey and redirected me to sister agencies.
And when I’d restate where I’d already called, they’d
acknowledge that resources had gone from scarce to
nil, they weren’t certain of the most current information
either, and emergency funding news from higher up was
confusing and changing moment to moment. It really
was a crazy circle. A circle of suck I called it grouchily,
every time I hung up another unsuccessful phone call.
“I regret that I do not have better answers to your
question about options for unhoused individuals,”
emailed Wendy Root Askew, County Supervisor Jane
Parker’s Legislative Aide and esteemed homelessness
advocate, lamenting, “the fact is that our resources
for homeless neighbors remains wholly inadequate to
meet their needs.” But she urged me to keep looking,
and mentioned the county’s Whole Person Care pilot
program.
NIMBY YIMBY
Project Roomkey Exists!
On May 1 for the first time, I spoke to someone at
Community Homeless Solutions who recognized the
words, “Project Roomkey” and explained that the program wasn’t one an individual could apply for, but rather
a state program set up to fund local programs who, in
turn, would reach out to their most vulnerable clients.
A few days later on May 5, when I delivered food
to “David” at a homeless camp (because food banks are
drive-through only during shelter-in-place), he pointed
to a man sitting on a log next to his packed bags and
told me, “Hey, that guy’s going to that thing you talked
about, he’s going to Project Roomkey!”
I hopped out of my car and met “Allen” who politely answered my onslaught of questions. He’d been
called by his Interim McHome program social worker

County-Provided Handwash Station and Portable Toilet at Robert’s Lake in
Seaside.
Photo by Vanja Thompson
If You Or Someone You Know
and was on his way to a nearby hotel. Two days later,
Is In Need -Nicole got a phone call from her County Behavioral health
Contact your / their county social services worker
social worker. After some hit-and-miss issues, five days either through Cal-Fresh, Behavioral Health, or Medi-Cal
later she got a ride to a hotel too.
– or any program you’re involved with. If you don’t have
And indeed, in the past month there’s been a lot a contact, call 2-1-1 or the Monterey County Health Deof activity, if not a lot of news. And less news isn’t a
bad thing, in my opinion. Not In My Back Yarders in partment at 831-755-4500.
County-Installed Public Portable Toilets and Hand
LA county protested outside three motels on Saturday
Washing Stations (HWS) Locations
carrying signs, some reading “Rosemead is not dumping
grounds - No Project Roomkey” and “Shame on [motel Seaside
name]. Shame on our county!” And here, I’ve seen sevRobert’s Lake – two toilets, two HWS
eral posts on NextDoor by NIMBYers asking each other
which motels are housing the homeless through Project 440 Harcourt – five toilets, two HWS
Roomkey, or COVID-19 positive people through the 610 Olympia – two toilets, one HWS
Alternative Care Sites programs.
Monterey
At press time, all current hotel rooms (about 200 but
I’m unable to confirm the actual number or how many Transit Center – two HWS
are allocated to homeless) have been filled. But Root- Del Monte Ave across from NPGS – two
Askew urges local hotel owners who are interested in HWS
contracting with the county to contact her or any of our
County Supervisors or the Emergency Services Manager El Estero Park – one HWS
Gerry Malais directly.
Sand City
Nicole’s been indoors since last Tuesday May 12. Bay Ave. and Ocean – one toilet, one HWS
She’s been assigned a nurse through Monterey County’s
Whole Person Care program, which strives to become a Calabrese Park – one HWS
one-stop for chronically homeless Medi-Cal recipients Rec Trail West of Playa and Metz – one toilet,
who may have multiple chronic diseases, and mental one HWS
or substance abuse disorders which often lead them to
frequently use the emergency room.

hello@vanjathompson.com

KEEP YOUR
MASK HANDY

If you see a clump of bees, most likely they are on the move and looking
for a new home. This often happens when a hive gets too big and has to split
up. Bees in these swarms are typically not aggressive as they do not have a
hive to defend, and they will probably move on before long.

AND
YOUR
HANDS
CLEAN
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In Our Own Backyard--Part 31

How do homeless RV dwellers dump their waste tanks when
they’re full?
Counting public toilets and hand-washing stations that serve the homeless was Vanja
Thompson’s idea. If I thought my part of the
task would be easy, I was wrong!
She took public places and did a fabulous job of
listing the inadequate facilities on the Monterey Peninsula, while I ended up looking for, and failing to find,
similar private sanitary amenities.
So I put myself in the place of anyone needing,
but not finding, a bathroom, and got a feeling of what
it must be like to be homeless. It sucks.
It would be bad enough to have an accident, but
even worse if you were unable to clean yourself up
after the accident.
The poem is dedicated to Seaside, whose May 21
virtual meeting inspired it.

MONTEREY’S BIG FLUSH

Have you ever been out walking
when Nature called to you
and you had to use the bathroom
for numbers 1 or 2,
but you couldn’t find a toilet
in time to take a seat
so Nature flushed your insides
down your legs onto your feet?

If you’ve never yet gone through this,
There’s a chance someday you will,
and most folks who have survived it
all confess it haunts then still.
It’s especially destructive
for those forced to live outside,
since the stench of being homeless
is a scent no one can hide.
Let’s end feces on our footpaths
and urine’s raw rank smell
before the scourge of homelessness
rings Monterey’s death knell.
Porta-potties on street corners
won’t impact our tourist trade
half as much as human waste will
when it’s California made.

Wanda Sue Parrott

Homeless in Paradise
From PG north to Marina
boondoggling’s going round-shifting, shuffling and delaying-homeless cures aren’t being found.
What’s the answer? Look at Seaside,
whose approach will soon make news
as their option for success is:
Spread some shit on all our shoes.
At last Thursday’s Seaside City Council meeting,
Mayor Ian Oglesby said he was being flexible about
letting homeless people stay in their RVs and motorhomes at Robert’s Lake during the Shelter In Place order
because such vehicles are equipped with self-contained
waste disposal amenities.
OK, I thought, but what happens if the indoor septic
tank needs to be emptied?
I learned from the internet that dump stations
are available throughout California. Travelers often
dispose of their waste at dump stations that are free,
or range from $15 to $75, at RV parks up north, along
the Mexican border, or even in Death Valley, El Cajon
and Bakersfield.
Not a single dump station was remotely near
Monterey, unless you count Redding as just up the
road a piece.
I learned that a holding tank can range from 5 to
11 gallons, and that an RV toilet empties into a holding
tank located on the underside of the vehicle. Under ideal
circumstances, most RVs have three holding tanks. One
is for fresh water, another for “gray” water, and the third
for “black” water.
Black water, human waste, results from flushing
the toilet.
I interpreted Mayor Oglesby’s statement to mean
he believes the public is safe from pollution by RV and
motorhome dwellers. Sorry, Mister Mayor, but I know
it isn’t so.
The night before the council meeting, a young man
living near me in an RV was dumping his waste into the
gutter around the stormwater sewer across from Bethel
Missionary Baptist Church. To flush it down the drain,
he connected a hose to Pastor Harold Lusk’s churchfront water faucet.
As a person out for an evening stroll, I can assure

Seaside Mayor Ian Oglesby suggests
opening Robert’s Lake just one day a week
to house the homeless, so other peninsula
cities can also house them in their parks.
Photo courtesy City of Seaside
you the foul eau de cologne would never have passed for
night-blooming jasmine!
I went back to his parking spot on Memorial Day
weekend and questioned him about why he was parked
on Elm Avenue.
He said, “My mother and I spent our family inheritance buying the vehicle and now we can’t find a place
to rent space, so we stay here because Seaside’s mayor
is lenient during the crisis.”
I opted to let the young man find out for himself
what’s ahead in Seaside, because city council decided at
the May 21 meeting to further pursue the idea of closing
Robert’s Lake to overnight parking except for one day
a week,and letting each of the other cities on the peninsula use one or more of its parks to share in hosting the
homeless who now seem to be congregated in Seaside
because they can. Those who live in vehicles on the
streets, watch out!
The Boondoggle Busters are coming. Go, team, go!
Copyright 2020 by Wanda Sue Parrott
Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at 831-899-5887, amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com
Editor’s note: Wanda, isn’t there a dump station at
Laguna Seca, which is a county park? They do have day
use fees. Worth a call. - Ed.

The Casual Poet

Poetry

We, my dog and me.
We both are sayng to each other,
this is the way you should live your life.
We both have studied world religions,
I took a class in ‘68.
my dog just has good instincts.
It’ not about which one’s right,
the world’s religions or the instincts
both satisfies the truth.
Call us at 831-324-4742
for calendar, advertising,
and legal publication needs.
Your news and opinions are always welcome.
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Matteson's
AUTO REPAIR

Complimentary pick up and
Delivery for folks 65 and Older.*
We will also fill your gas tank
on your request.**
* Within a 5 mile radius
**Price of fuel will be added to your invoice

Due to the recent COVID-19 outbreak, we have taken measures to protect your health as well as ours.
We have implemented a mandatory new gloves per car policy, as well as: a wipe down of door handles, steering wheel, transmission shifter, brake lever, and key using disinfecting wipes specifically for bacteria and virus. This will happen at the beginning of
the service and at the end when the vehicle is parked. Along with good hygiene, we are doing our best to serve our customers and
protect them from getting sick. It is mandatory for our employees to stay home if they are sick. In addition, we have installed hand
sanitizer dispensers in the shop and in the lobby for both customers and employees to use.
We care about you and our employees and want to assure you that we are doing our best to serve your needs and best interests.
Thank you for your continued support and loyalty,
From all of us at Matteson’s Auto Repair.

Know that your car and health
are always cared for at

Matteson's AUTO REPAIR
234 Grand Ave.
Pacific Grove

831-373-5050
831-373-0383 Fax
Open 8 AM - 5 PM

Mon. - Fri.

Corner of Grand Ave.
and Laurel Ave.
In Pacific Grove

