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Car Week Revs Its Engines in Pacific Grove
With three shows on Lighthouse Avenue
and a huge auction on the golf course plus
cruisers from Pebble Beach and other area
shows, Pacific Grove is the center of the
auto world this week. Left: the kickoff was
the Garage Style magazine tour which began with buffet breakfast at the International (photo by Peter Mounteer). Left, boltom:
A 1926 Bentley at the CarSports magazine
show (Photo by Gary Baley). Below: 1961
Panhard at The Little Car Show and PGPD’S Zero Motorcycle (photos by Webster
Slate)

986 Hilby Avenue, Seaside
•

Sunday, August 25

10am – 4pm
Jewish Food Festival
by Congregation Beth Israel
Free admission and parking
5716 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel

•
Wednesday, August 28

Forest Hill Monthly Speaker Series
Homeless Veterans – Shame and
Solutions
Forest Hill Fireside Lounge, 551
Gibson Ave, Pacific Grove
3:30pm
FREE
Call 657-5200 for more
information.
•

Wednesday, August 28,
6-7:30

Harrison Memorial
Library
Free program
Medicare Basics

Presenter: Alliance on Aging
Library, Ocean and Lincoln,
Carmel
Cost: Free and open to the public

•
August 29
Pasta with the Pastors

to Support I-HELP
(Interfaith Homeless Emergency
Lodging Program)
San Carlos Parish Hall
500 Church Street
4:30-7:30PM
Silent Auction
Program at 6:00PM
•

Building at 301 Grand Avenue to
Resume Under Amended Permit
By Frederick Visser
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On Tuesday August 13, Pacific Grove’s Architectural Review
Board gathered to discuss the ongoing build on 301 Grand Avenue
with some of the property’s immediate neighbors and architect/
applicant Safwat Malek, who was representing owners Manal Mansour and Dr. Ayman Adeeb. Those who have been following 301
Grand Avenue’s controversial development trajectory will recall
that the build drew criticism for adding three affordable housing
apartments next to eight units currently being built on the same lot.
Neighbors cited concerns over privacy, investability, and increased
foot and vehicle traffic as reasons for their requested amendment
and (in some cases) outright rejection of the proposed structure.
The board recommended a number of changes to the plan, some of
which were already being considered or implemented. So, where
does 301 Grand Avenue stand as of the end of summer, 2019?
A staff report by assigned planner Alyson Hunter found many
of July 9’s ARB meeting’s recommendations to be addressed. It
was revealed that the existing structure on 301 Grand Avenue is
allotted five parking permits. With the newest three units facili-

tating the purchase of five additional spaces, the lot was found to
meet the 10-space limit for the area it occupies. Shortly after Ms.
Hunter’s staff report, Mr. Malek confirmed the implementation of
various neighbors’ and board members’ suggestions, both as they
were received during July’s meeting and negotiated informally in
the month that followed. Amendments to the plan are to include
the moving of a trash enclosure to a more contained portion of the
property, the erection of a retaining wall along the eastern property
line, and the elimination of an east-facing window (the remaining
two windows on this side of the unit would be constructed with
frosted glass for neighbor’s privacy.) Mr. Malek also expressed his
intention to plant a row of evergreen trees along the property line that
would afford the neighbors, “protection as well as provide privacy,”
according to the architect. He answered the suggested removal of
one of the three proposed units by locals as well as board members
with, “respectfully, no.” His sentiment was seconded by owner, Dr.
Adeeb, who stated, “I am trying to be nice and compromise…I want
to provide affordable housing…two units instead of three would
mean I am paying a lot of money.”

SEE 301 GRAND PAGE 2
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Joan Skillman

P301 GRAND From Page 1

Skillshots

[Skillman]

Parties representing the property’s easterly neighbors quickly responded when the
floor was opened for public comment. One speaker reminded the audience of the city’s
original promise to replace the historic building that once stood on 301 Grand Avenue
with a “building in kind,” noting that the building being constructed would be nearly
twice the size of the original building when combined with the proposed additions. The
same speaker found that the structure was granted three more units than allowed under
density provisions in 2016, stating that the build should have included affordable housing
to begin with if it were to adhere to regulations. Other Pacific Grove residents drew the
board’s attention back to the suggested elimination of one of the three newly proposed
units, with one of 301 Grand’s easterly neighbors demonstrating via tape-measure how
close the third unit would be to one of their windows. The amended plans solicited a fair
amount of praise as well, as member Van Zanten and a few PG citizens in the audience
showed support for the spirit of compromise showed by the owners and applicant.
When the floor was closed for public comment, member Gunby, having originally
suggested the removal of unit 11 (the problematic third unit,) opined that, upon viewing
301 Grand Avenue’s dimensions, he no longer considered the measure a necessity for the
project to move forward. Other board members agreed. Soon after, the ARB recommended approval of the project to
the planning committee who,
in turn, reminded neighbors
that there would be a time to
appeal to the committee, who
will make the final decision
on the matter. So, it appears,
with a new retaining wall, row
of evergreens, and the lifting
and frosting of windows, 301
Grand Avenue’s development
will be allowed to continue
without the need to remove
any proposed units. Hopefully
the old adage about fences and
neighbors will prove to be true
in the coming months.

Harrison Memorial Library Free Public
Program Wednesday, August 28, 6-7:30
Harrison Memorial Library invites the public to a free program
Medicare Basics

Medicare Basics
Presenter: Alliance on Aging
Date & Time: Wednesday, August 28, 6-7:30 pm
Location: Harrison Memorial Library, Ocean and Lincoln, Carmel
Cost: Free and open to the public

Confused about Medicare? Come join us and learn about the basics of Medicare-Part
A, Part B and Part D advantage plans, supplemental plans, penalties, low income assistance programs and more!
Get the information you need to make good decisions about your health coverage options!

PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE

Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below
Holman Hwy.
Data reported by Bruce Cowan, resident
Week Ending Thursday Morning, August 15, 2019
Inches, as of 8 AM, 7/25/19: 0"
Current season's total since 7/1/19: .03" (drizzles)
Previous Season--July 2018 through June 2019: 26"

Pacific Grove Rain Gauge

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is available
at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.
Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Managing Editor Webster Slate
Graphic Design: Dan Bohrman
Regular Contributors: Gary Baley • Mike Clancy
Bill Cohen • Joy Colangelo • Bruce Cowan • Scott Dick • Marty Dunn
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Fred Visser • Brian Woods
Distribution: Amado Gonzales
All contents copyright 2019 unless otherwise noted.
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Executive Director of the Veterans
Transition Center Will Speak at Forest
Hill About Veteran Homelessness on
the Monterey Peninsula

Forest Hill is hosting a monthly speaker series and has invited Kurt Schake, Executive Director of the Veterans Transition Center of Monterey County, to speak at
Forest Hill in Pacific Grove on Wednesday, August 28, 2019 at 3:30pm. The topic of
Schake’s presentation is Homeless Veterans – Shame and Solutions. The event is free
and open to the public.
Kurt Schake is a retired Air Force Colonel. He served 25 years on active duty
as a fighter pilot, professor, requirements officer, and commander. In his last two
assignments, he served as Dean of NATO’s largest school and the Air Force’s most
senior college. In his military career, he spent a decade in Europe, most of that time
with NATO. He graduated from the Air Force Academy and has a PhD in International
history from the Norwegian University of Science and Technology.
Since 2017, he has helped expand VTC programs to provide more services to
homeless Veterans and families. VTC has twenty duplexes on the old Ft Ord complex
in Monterey, where they typically house eighty Veterans, six spouses, a dozen children,
and numerous pets. With a staff of sixteen, the VTC provides a wide variety of support
services: emergency referrals, food, clothing, substance abuse counseling, medical
referrals, furniture, employment preparation, and permanent housing support. VTC
receives funds from local, state and federal governments, as well as many donors and
service organizations, including numerous Rotary Clubs across the Monterey Peninsula.
The VTC is the Non-Profit of the Year for California’s 29th District and the Service
Provider of the Year for the Non-Profit Alliance of Monterey County. In addition, it is
the lead agency for the biennial Monterey Stand Down, where 1,000 volunteers will
help to provide 500 homeless Veterans with a range of critical services.
Schake is married to his high school sweetheart, has four boys, and lives in Carmel
Valley.
WHO: Forest Hill
WHAT: Monthly Speaker Series: Homeless Veterans – Shame and Solutions
WHERE: Forest Hill Fireside Lounge, 551 Gibson Ave, Pacific Grove
WHEN: Wednesday, August 28 at 3:30pm
COST: FREE
RSVP: Call 657-5200 for more information.
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Saturday, August 17, 2019
SPECIAL Waltz Workshop,
Potluck Dinner, & Contra Dance!
Music by Continental Drift

(Eileen Kalfass, Terry Wergeland & Eric Andersen, from all across
the continent)
Calling by Susan Petrick (from the Bay Area)
Workshop by Susan Petrick & Joseph Vanderway!
Join us for a special summer event: a waltz workshop with Susan and Joseph,
followed by a potluck dinner & contra dance with Susan calling, and Continental
Drift playing great music!
Schedule:
4:30-6pm: Waltz Workshop
6-6:40pm: Potluck dinner (bring something yummy to share!)
6:40pm Beginners’ orientation
7-10pm Contra Dancing (as usual!)
Location:
Monterey YMCA
600 Camino El Estero
Monterey, CA
Prices:
$5 Workshop
$12 general, $10 MCDC members, $5 full time students and active military
Info@montereycontradance.org
montereycontradance.org
(831) 776-1652

2020 UC Master Gardener
Training – Watsonville
Saturday, August 17, 10:00 am – 11:30 am

UC Cooperative Extension, 1432 Freedom Boulevard, Watsonville, CA 95076
UC Master Gardeners of Monterey & Santa Cruz Counties is hosting an information session for those interested in applying for the 2020 training class, which
is a comprehensive program on horticulture, pest management and sustainable
landscape practices.
Certified UC Master Gardener volunteers educate home research-based knowledge and information in a variety of ways, including low-cost classes, demonstration gardens, social media, information booths, and special events.
The training class begins in January 2020. Topics include botany, composting,
integrated pest management (IPM), soils, water management, entomology, plant
pathology, as well as fruit and ornamental tree culture.
Applicants must reside in Monterey, San Benito or Santa Cruz County. The
application deadline is September 30, 2019.
Another information session will be held on September 5, 2019, in Salinas.
For more information, visit mbmg.ucanr.edu
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Bob Silverman

Carmel Valley Report

Sunset Gold Plants Thrive in the Valley

This report is being written on August 11th. The Quail Lodge area is on a fast
track to set up the car event venues. There is also gold plants doing very well out here
in the valley. When you get a chance take a look a the new landscaping just across the
street from the entrance to the Quail Lodge. The main plants are similar to the ones
in the image with this report.
The plant is named “Sunset Gold” or
Coleonema. Look them up on line to learn
more about their care and beauty. These
plants can be seen everywhere. Check
them out as you drive up Rancho San Carlos Road. This is also prime rose growing
area as can be seen by the image of the
Orange Brandy rose.
The Friends of Harrison Memorial Library held their annual book sale on Aug.
8 ,9 &10 at. the school to car week next to the Carmel Mission. This is one event that
should not be missed. We purchased books on astronomy as well as DVDs of some
of our favorite movies and TV shows. The prices are so low and reasonable that they
are hard to resist.
We are looking forward to motor sports events. Our cars were used as background cars during the filming of the movie “The Forger” filmed in Carmel. Its exciting to have a communication device in the car for instructions from the Director.
We and some of our Carmel Valley friends had their cement garages covered to look
more like a showroom floor. I played the role of lead press photographer. Most of our
efforts ended up on the cutting room floor after editing. Just using your car as part of
filming a movie is something that you will not forget.
The gold plants referred to above are used very well at the Carmel Valley Athletic Club. Consider these plants for your Valley garden.
Enjoy Motor Sports Week.
Stay Tuned
Bob Silverman

Authentic Jewish Delicacies
in Carmel Valley
By Frederick Visser

Chartered in 1954 as the Jewish Community of the Monterey Peninsula, Congregation Beth Israel in Carmel has been serving the spiritual, social, and educational
needs of Jews on the peninsula for 65 years. It has also spent some decades honoring
Jewish culinary delights, with the community’s 32nd annual Jewish Food Festival set
to take place on Sunday, August 25.
The free event, which runs from 10AM to 4PM, features delicious “Jewish
Soul Food” including corned beef, pastrami, and brisket sandwiches, blintzes, kugel,
latkes, matzah balls soup, chopped liver, hummus along with a bevy of other hot dishes and baked goods. The allure provided by the festival’s authentic and mouth-watering cuisine is augmented by various other activities and businesses such as jewelry,
pottery, and arts and crafts stand as well as a tour of the sanctuary (administered by
Rabbi Bruce Greenbaum) and a traditional Jewish wedding reenactment.
Last Sunday, the Cedar Street Times spoke with Malina Breaux, one of the
festivals key organizers and head bakers at Congregation Beth Israel’s beautiful Carmel Valley synagogue. “It’s really the only spot to get authentic Jewish food for miles
and miles,” explains Malina as she prepares baked goods for August 25’s festivities.
Having joined the community in 1991, Malina has been involved with the Jewish
Food Festival since 1993, when it celebrated its sixth year of providing traditional
food to the peninsula’s Jewish community. This year, her business, Blackthorne Spas
in Salinas, is sponsoring the festival’s beer booth.
“The pastries are frozen unbaked so that they can be baked and remain fresh
right up until we serve them up at the festival,” Malina says as she proudly leads a
team of dedicated congregation members in preparing for August 25. She also notes
that every recipe used to prepare food for the festival comes from one of the congregation members’ family cookbooks, adding to the traditional legitimacy that is one of
the event’s keystone features.
Malina explains that the Jewish Food Festival’s yearly attendance is hard
to calculate due to the fact that the event is free and, therefore, doesn’t keep track of
every person who visits. Generally, however, the congregation’s attendance counts
have ranged between 3000 and 4000 during the course of the event. Malina is hopefully expecting a similar turnout this year, taking care to mention that safety has
been made the festival’s highest priority, with CHP officers scheduled to be on duty
to ensure that celebrations go off without a hitch.
Join the Cedar Street Times later this month as we revisit the members of
Congregation Beth Israel during the 32nd Annual Jewish Food Festival to observe a
slice of traditional Jewish culture (and, of course, fine Jewish cuisine) in the heart of
the peninsula. Those who wish to know more about the free event may visit carmelbethisrael.org.

Stone Announces Free Scam
Prevention Seminar for Seniors

The media and the public are invited to a free Senior Scam Stopper seminar with
Assemblymember Mark Stone and the Contractors State License Board:
Friday, August 23, 2019
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Oldemeyer Center
986 Hilby Avenue, Seaside

Latkes in progress

Come learn how to protect yourself or inform loved ones. Experts from the Contractors State License Board, Monterey County District Attorney’s Office, Monterey
County Adult Protective Services, U.S. Postal Inspection Service, and the California
Department of Insurance will provide information to seniors about scams and how they
can protect themselves from becoming victims. Attendees will get questions answered
and obtain assistance if they have been scammed.
For more information or to RSVP, please contact Assemblymember Mark Stone’s
office at 831.649.2832.

Commercial Façade Improvement
Program Expanded
The City is pleased to announce the expansion of the City’s Façade Improvement Program to all commercial buildings within the City in commercial zoning
districts for FY 19-20. The program offers façade improvement reimbursement by
combining public funds and private investments to improve the physical appearance
of commercial properties throughout the City. Developed as an economic development incentive, the Façade Improvement Program assists owners and merchants to
keep storefronts looking attractive and inviting to the shopping public. The Community Development Department set up the program so that both building owners
and tenants can get a portion of their maintenance, repair and construction costs
reimbursed. Once a building owner has completed eligible building restoration
activities, the City will reimburse up to 50% of the total cost of those eligible
activities (up to a maximum of $5,000.00). Please contact Alex Othon, Assistant
Planner at 831-648-3190 for more information.

Lining Up For Latkes at the 32nd Annual

Jewish Food Festival
Congregation Beth Israel
August 25
10 am - 4 pm

Traditional Jewish Cooking!
• Corned beef, brisket and pastrami sandwiches
• Matzo ball soup and chopped liver
• Latkes, knishes and kugel
• Blintzes, cheesecake, rugelach and lots more!!

FREE admission and parking - Shuttle from
Carmel Middle School.
5716 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel
https://carmelbethisrael.org/jewish-food-festival
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Patrick Ryan

Local Real Estate Update

Monterey 2nd Q 2018 vs. 2019

Last week we examined the 3rd quarter numbers for Pacific Grove, so this week
we turn our attention to our larger neighbor, Monterey. It will be interesting to see
if the numbers are similar to Pacific Grove. The following numbers reflect sales of
single-family homes only, they do not include condos or townhomes. If any of you
readers would like me to examine the sales of condos and/or townhomes in the future,
just shoot me an email and let me know.

For quick reference to the table above, sold means the total amount of single
family homes that sold in 2017 and 2018. List price is what the home was listed for
and sold price is what the home ultimately sold for. DOM stands for days on market,
or how long it took the home to sell. Price per square foot is determined by dividing
the final sales price by the square footage of the home, which can be useful when
evaluating the asking price or determining the sales price of a home.
Interesting numbers to say the least. We have a decrease in the number of homes
sold and a decrease in the price per square foot when comparing the 2nd quarter of
2018 vs. the 2nd quarter of 2019. The average list price, the average sold price and the
average days on market all went up in double digits when comparing the 2nd quarter
of 2018 vs. the 2nd quarter of 2019. Let’s see why this is so.
In regards to the 8.5% decrease in the price per square foot, there were a few
homes sold in 2018 and 2019 that made all the difference. One thing to remember,
the smaller the home the higher price per square foot when it sells and the larger the
home the lower price per square foot when it sells. In the 2nd quarter of 2019, there
was a home in Monterra that was 13,174 square feet which is a huge home. There were
also only three homes that sold that were under 1,000 square feet. This will push the
average price per square foot down. In the 2nd quarter of 2018, the largest home sold
was 6,928 square feet and there were six homes that sold that were under 1,000 square
feet. This will, in turn, push the average price per square foot up. So, that is where the
8.5% decrease comes from.
The most expensive home to sell in the 2nd quarter of 2019, was the 13,174
square foot home in Monterra which sold for $3.2 Million. In the 2nd quarter of 2018,
the most expensive home was located on Spray and sold for $2.5 million. The least
expensive home sold in the 2nd quarter of 2018, was a 440 square foot home located
on Hawthorne which sold for $310,000 and was the smallest home to sell that year.
That works out to about $705 per square foot. The least expensive home to sell in the
2nd quarter of 2019 was a home on Pine that sold for $540,000 and was 840 square
feet. That works out to $643 per square foot.
Overall Monterey has continued to show steady price increases and a fairly
steady amount of homes sold. Monterey is definitely neighborhood specific with the
developed golf course homes off of Hwy 68 selling for higher premiums and the
smaller homes on smaller lots in New Monterey selling for a more affordable price.
Monterey is a wonderful town with tons of character that is delivering value to both
sellers and buyers. Have a great day and please feel free to contact me with any questions.
Patrick.ryan@sothebyshomes.com Broker Associate 831-238-8116 www.pebblebeachabodes.com

MPC Partners with MST to
Offer Free Rides to Students

Through the Free Fare Zone partnership, Monterey-Salinas Transit (MST) and
Monterey Peninsula College (MPC) are excited to announce free bus rides for MPC
students starting on the first day of school, August 16, 2019. Students with a valid
MPC student ID card will be able to ride MST buses for free when boarding from
any stop on the Monterey and Marina campuses. Students simply present their valid
photo student ID to the coach operator, and they are on their way!
MST General Manager/CEO, Carl Sedoryk stated, “Building partnerships within the community while supporting students pursuing their education is something
MST is extremely proud of.” Free bus rides will not only save students money, it’s
convenient, and a great way to help reduce greenhouse gas emissions and relieve
traffic congestion in our beautiful area.
MST offers service from MPC campuses to locations all over the Monterey Peninsula, Salinas, and even South County. Students needing to transfer to another bus to
complete their one-way trip will be issued a free transfer ticket by the coach operator
valid for one transfer.
“Transportation can be a significant financial barrier for students in our community. We are excited for the opportunity to partner with MST to address this issue and
enhance access to educational opportunities here at MPC,” said David Martin, MPC
Interim Superintendent/President.
For more information, visit www.mst.org or call Monterey-Salinas Transit toll
free at 1-888-MST-BUS1. For RealTime bus arrival information, text “Next” and
your four-digit bus stop ID (example, “Next 9103”) to 25370, call 1-888-MST-BUS1
with your four-digit bus stop ID, download the free Transit App, or use Google Maps.
Follow twitter.com/mst_bus for the latest service alerts.
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Local Teen Spreading Positivity
Through Charity and Activism
By Frederick Visser

Allstate has been working with WE Charity in a nation-wide initiative to prepare today’s youth for a brighter future. The movement seeks to empower the youth
through an emphasis in efforts such as North Monterey County High School’s Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) program. Local teen Zeke Sumpter Ibarra (15,)
the vice president of North Monterey County High School’s WE Club and one
of SEL’s brightest advocates, has been making massive inroads this summer to
promote charity, kindness, and acceptance with his volunteering and community
involvement.
Born in Fairfield and raised in Castroville by a Caucasian mother and a Mexican father, Zeke claims that his unique heritage taught him a lot about himself.
Feeling at times throughout his upbringing as if he did not perfectly slot into either
his father’s nor his mother’s cultural background, Zeke learned the importance of
“appreciating where you come from” and taking pride in one’s individualism, according to the passionate young student. This lesson was compounded when Zeke
came out as gay during what he describes as a, “really positive coming-out experience” a few years ago. Though he received a lot of love and support from his parents
during this time, more conservative members of Zeke’s family did not understand
his embracing of his orientation. His father, though supportive, was worried about
his safety as a young gay man, operating with a Hispanic heritage in a largely Mexican environment. As Zeke explains, people can still be “quite conservative” when
it comes to their acceptance of alternative lifestyles and worldviews. Undeterred
by any potential backlash, Zeke is proud and driven as he discusses his community
involvement over the last few months.
“When I was asked to be a guest speaker at WE Day (WE Charity’s annual
stadium-sized events that feature social activists and student leaders taking place
across the US and Canada) I was so excited I wanted to scream,” laughs Zeke, noting that the program, “really gave me a chance to recognize my calling--going out
and speaking to people about understanding and positivity.” Zeke feels that positive
rhetoric is especially important in today’s divisive political climate. Social activism
may be in his blood, as Zeke notes that he has family members who marched with
Caesar Chavez.

Zeke Sumpter Ibarra addresses the crowd at the viewing party for WE Day

Last Friday, August 9, Zeke’s efforts culminated in a celebratory viewing of
an interview he did with ABC during the network’s national, hour-long, commercial-free program celebrating WE Day. The ABC special and Zeke’s interview were
broadcast on a huge “jumbotron” on North Monterey County High School’s football field-an event that Zeke was understandably nervous for. Yet, by all accounts,
the viewing went splendidly.
Perhaps one of Zeke’s most touching accomplishments over the summer was
the continuation of a charity initiative called “Zack’s Zoo.” Founded by another
civically-minded California teen named Zack who tragically passed away recently,
the program collected and provided stuffed animals and soft-toys for children in
need. When Zeke met Zack’s mother at WE Day California in April, he resolved to
resume Zack’s efforts to spread joy and has been collecting and donating stuffed
animals in his honor.
Speaking with the Cedar Street Times, Zeke’s excitement and passion are in
no short supply as he expresses his gratitude at learning how to direct his love for
community outreach into public speaking. As has always been the case, bold and
caring young people like Zeke continue to show us that charity, kindness, and unashamedly being yourself are excellent ways to make the world a little more livable.

Volunteers from The Allstate Foundation present Zeke with an award for outstanding positivity.
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The Miracle of the Human Voice

Marty Dunn
Rovin’ in the Grove
First Baptist Church of Pacific Grove is not the oldest established church in town,
but, at 110 years, it is right up there. To commemorate this auspicious occasion, the
church hosted a concert on 10 August featuring two sopranos, Yolanda Mitchell West
and Leberta Loral, both of whom were raised in this church and then went on to
pursue flourishing musical careers. Their gifts of song—and years of training—exemplify the miracle of the human voice.
Parishioner Jackie Craghead organized this special event, bringing in wellknown local performers Pauline Thomas Troia (piano), Beverly Blount (violin) and
Pamela Scholz (harp) to accompany the two chanteuses. Providing a musical welcome to the congregation prior to the concert was First Baptist’s talented organist,
Bobby Peoples.
The program was divided into two sections: the first half featured classical pieces
by a variety of European composers, and the post-intermission program highlighted
more contemporary music, all penned by American composers.
To wind up the first portion of the concert, Ms. West and Ms. Loral teamed up
for the “Flower Duet,” a soaring composition well-suited to their dulcet harmonies.
After intermission, the pair returned to perform “Facing Forward,” a very emotional
sung “conversation” between a daughter and her departed mother that touched many
in the audience. When Ms. Loral sang the always-pleasing “Somewhere Over the
Rainbow,” she invited guests to join in. And they did, joyfully.
“This Little Light of Mine” brought an end to the concert—almost. After a standing ovation, both sopranos joined voices again to delight with “They Scandalized My
Name,” which brought the house down.
Both of the women are local through and through. Their families were close, and
their fathers were both pastors. As youngsters, the girls sang in First Baptist’s children’s and youth choirs. Leberta is a graduate of Monterey High School, and Yolanda
from Santa Catalina, where she performed her senior recital. Each has taken bows on
multiple international stages, but they carry their hometown in their hearts.
As Yolanda said, “It’s so great to be home. Though I’ve lived in Los Angeles for
30 years now, this will always be home. I grew up in this church, and it’s a pleasure
to be back.” Leberta echoed her, admitting to some nervousness: “You can sing in
front of thousands of people, and it doesn’t mean anything. But coming back home is
when it really matters.”
This Saturday concert was part of First Baptist’s 110th anniversary celebration.
On Sunday, there was a special afternoon service led by the Reverend Warren W.
Bryant, Jr., with the church’s choir and invited guest speakers present. The mayors
of Seaside, Monterey and Pacific Grove each attended one of the services, and there
were congratulatory proclamations from PG’s Mayor Bill Peake, on behalf of the city,
and from the California State Legislature.
First Baptist Church of Pacific Grove is the oldest African American church
in all of Monterey County, and over the years it has shepherded many other congregations that have sprung up around the area. It is a testimony to the decades of
dedicated parishioners that they, after originally meeting in people’s homes, went on
to construct their first house of worship at Fourth and Laurel. That small building
was replaced by the current edifice (pictured) in 1966, followed by a couple of major
expansions of the campus, completed twenty years later.
First Baptist Church still offers a thriving spiritual and cultural center for the
community, and the weekend’s celebrations clearly brought that message—and the
miracle of the human voice— home.

Lighthouse Golf Day to Offer
Dozens of Exciting Prizes
Pacific Grove Golf Links and the historic Point
Pinos Lighthouse have selected September 21 for the
second annual “Hole in One” contest. The Grand Prize
winner will enjoy a 5 day/4 night stay at the Pebble
Beach Lodge including golfing rounds at Pebble Beach
and Spyglass. Overnight accommodations and airfare
are included.
“Proceeds will be used to develop new exhibits
and make other improvements to further enhance the
Lighthouse visitor experience,” stated Nancy McDowell, Lighthouse Docent Coordinator. She added that
over 30,000 visitors from five continents and numerous
school groups visited this magnificently restored, oldest
continuously operating lighthouse on the entire west
coast this past year.
Tee times can be arranged at the Pacific Grove Golf
Links, 77 Asilomar Boulevard, PacificGrove, CA. Call
831-685775.

Dan Bohrman

Spotlight

Wildlife Spotlight

Black-Crowned Night-Heron

by Dan Bohrman

Perkins Park Clean-Up Event
- Saturday, August 17

Join the Perkins Park Gardening Club in our monthly “mini” Perkins
Park Clean-up taking place Saturday, August 17th from 9am-noon. Volunteers
will meet at the parking lot located at the end of Sea Palm Ave along Ocean
Street Blvd. Please bring gloves and any weeding tools you might need. Coffee, snacks, and water are will be provided. Family and friends are welcome!

If you would like to join the Perkins Park Gardening Club or be an on-going landscape
assistant volunteer, please contact Amy Colony, Volunteer Coordinator at acolony@
cityofpacificgrove.org or (831) 251-6452.

Nycticorax nycticorax

Black-Crowned Night-Herons are mid-sized wading
birds found in wetland areas. They are smaller than other
herons, with shorter legs and necks than neighboring
species. Like other herons, they feed on fish, frogs, small
mammals, or other birds' eggs. Night herons tend to
perch with a "hunched" posture, keeping their necks
tucked into their feathers.
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75 Years of Festas
On July 13 & 14, with a great deal of pride, our F. D. E. S. Portuguese Hall of
Monterey celebrated the 75th Anniversary of Festa do Divino Espirito Santo.
When I arrived here in Monterey as a teenager in March of 1958, to live with
my uncle and aunt, I remember hearing people talking about this festa. I was very
curious; it was a Portuguese event, but here in California. My uncle told me I would
see relatives and meet many people at this function.
When July came around, I remember my aunt getting me a new dress for
the festa. I could not wait for the date
to arrive. On the day of the festa, we all
went to watch the parade, in downtown
Monterey as it is today. It was very
different from what I was used to on
our island of São Jorge; nothing seemed
familiar compared to the festas I grew
up attending. It was very confusing, as I
saw many flags and queens marching in
very fancy dresses from different places
that had nothing to do with Monterey.

Judy Avila

Making Memories

After the parade ended, we went to the Portuguese Hall for sopas, the traditional stew of beef, cabbage, and bread in broth. I was told that the hall was for dancing
and that sopas were served outside of the hall, where some tables and chairs were
set up on the ground. After we waited a long time, people came around with some
large pans of sopas. To be honest about it, I was not impressed! However, I soon
learned how the festas worked: rotating every Sunday throughout the summer,
queens go from town to town, marching in parades to represent their home Hall. As
for the sopas, they do the best they can, I was told. I enjoyed the dance and had a
good time.
From that year on I attended the Monterey festa year after year. I got involved
and watched it grow. When you come with faith and devotion in your heart, it is
easy to fit in because it means something. In 1962 another large hall was built on
the property to cook and serve sopas to thousands of people.
Later on, after my husband and I were married, we became FDES Directors. I
served as Secretary of the Ladies’ Auxiliary for few years, and when the men and
women folded together to form one Directors’ committee, I served on that, too. In
the 1996-1997 year, my husband and I served as Presidents.
When this festa celebrated its 50th anniversary, in 1994, my sister Leonor and
her late husband Luciano Azevedo were Presidents. They headed different events
and brought in some new traditions. They suggested we buy a gold crown, which
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was donated by our families: Leonor & Luciano Azevedo, Judy & Guilherme Avila,
and Dora & Gabriel Coelho. Dora and Gabriel’s daughter, Melissa, was Monterey’s
Senior Queen for that year. Leonor also created an album with many pictures and
reminders of the past 50 years. It was a very special year and they did a great job.
Now back to the present: 2019 was a fantastic anniversary year, with Charles
and Stephanie da Silva serving as Presidents. They worked very hard all year to
make this anniversary a success. They
had the idea to honor past Presidents and
past Queens for this special occasion.
On Saturday night, we have a ceremony where the outgoing and incoming
Queens for the year exchange their
crowns. Once the Queens, their families,
and officers were introduced, the past
Presidents in attendance were introduced and marched in procession to the
head table, where there were 33 lit candles commemorating each deceased past
president. There was a moment of silence and then much applause. Great ceremony!

Other festivities kicking off our festa weekend were performances by the wonderful marching band from Livingston, Lira Açoriana, and a Folklore dancing group
from Hilmar. Both performances were enjoyable and made the anniversary that
much more special. The evening continued with music by Chico Avila for everyone’s dancing pleasure.
On Sunday morning, the the parade took the usual route, from the Custom
House Plaza in Monterey to San Carlos Cathedral Hall, where mass was celebrated
in Portuguese. The Queens’ court, made up of 6 girls who are all cousins, was unbelievably beautiful in intricately woven gowns and capes in shades of champagne
and silver. Our Junior Queen, Olivia da Silva, is the daughter of our Presidents,
Stephanie and Charles da Silva. Olivia’s side maids are her cousins Lilyana da Silva
and Lilia Leonardo. Our Senior Queen, Isabella Melo, is the daughter of Nadine and
Mario Melo. Isabella’s side maids are Kaitlyn and Holly Machado. Always helping behind the scenes are Joe and Fatima Melo, Stephanie’s parents and also past
Presidents of the Monterey Hall. They worked hard to help their daughter and sonin-law with every task. All their grandchildren were part of the court. It’s gratifying
to those of us who have been around a long time to see the generations pass and still
be upholding these traditions.
A big thank you to this wonderful family, and all the hardworking Directors and
members of the FDES, for working so hard to put on this beautiful event and and
for making our 75th anniversary festa such a success.
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Aunt Randi Cartoon

Commissions gladly accepted!

Poetry

randibeer47@icloud.com
818-687-5444

Legal Notices
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20191630
The following person is doing business as OTB DIGITAL MARKETING, 976 Newington Street, Salinas,
Monterey County, CA 93906. SHARON LAW TUCKER, 976 Newington Street, Salinas, CA 93906, and
RICHARD LEE HUGHETT, 14040 Reservation Road, Salinas, CA 93908. This statement was filed with
the Clerk of Monterey County on July 25, 2019. Registrant commenced to transact business under the
fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on 10/10/2018. Signed: Stephen L. Vagnini. This business is conducted by a general partnership. Publication dates: 8/2, 8/9, 8/16, 8/23

Expect to learn.
Expect to be challenged.
Expect to flourish.
Ready for the next step in your
education? MPC is the smart
choice! Whether you’re looking
to transfer or jumpstart a career,
we’ll get you on the right path!
Registration is open,
fall classes start August 16th

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20191599
The following person is doing business as HARVEST PARTS COMPANY, 374 C Elm Avenue, Greenfield, Monterey County, CA 93927. BRITTANY GABRIELA DIAZ, 550 Van Nort Street, King City, CA 93930. JAVIER
GARCIA, 550 Van Nort Street, King City, CA 93930. This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on July 22, 2019. Registrant commenced to transact business under the fictitious business name or name(s)
listed above on 7/22/2019. Signed: Stephen L. Vagnini. This business is conducted by a married couple. Publication dates: 8/2, 8/9, 8/16. 8/23
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20191687
The following person is doing business as J FINN CELLARS, 28275 Alta Street, Gonzales, CA 93926-0908 or
P.O Box 908, Gonzales, Monterey County, CA 93926. FLOYD-PISONI WINE COMPANY, 28275 Alta Street,
Gonzales, CA 93926. This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on August 1, 2019. Registrant commenced to transact business under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on 7/26/2019.
Signed: Mark Pisoni, Treasurer. This business is conducted by a corporation. Publication dates: 8/9, 8/16, 8/23,
8/30
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20191691
The following person is doing business as ALACIA @ THE COLOR STUDIO, 3724 The Barnyard G12, Carmel, Monterey County, CA 93923. ALICIA LORRAINE RILEY, 1146 Birch Avenue #26, Seaside, CA 93955.
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on August 1, 2019. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on 8/1/2019. Signed: Stephen L.
Vagnini. This business is conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 8/16, 8/23, 8/30, 9/6
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20191616
The following person is doing business as BCS BARTLETT CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, 845 Taylor Street
Unit 4, Monterey, Monterey County, CA 93940. JONATHAN PATRICK BARTLETT, 845 Taylor Street Unit 4,
Monterey, CA 93940.This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on July 24, 2019. Registrant
commenced to transact business under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on 1/1/2019. Signed:
Stephen L. Vagnini. This business is conducted by an individual. Publication dates: 8/16, 8/23, 8/30, 9/6
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20191750
The following person is doing business as JACK AND THE BEANSTALK, 401 Victor Way #16, Salinas, CA,
Monterey County, 93907. HANBIT, INC., 8 401 Victor Way #16, Salinas, CA, 93907.This statement was filed
with the Clerk of Monterey County on August 9, 2019. Registrant commenced to transact business under the
fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on 5/9/2019. Signed: Stephen L. Vagnini. This business is conducted by a corporation. Publication dates: 8/16, 8/23, 8/30, 9/6

ENROLL
TODAY!
Monterey • Marina
Seaside • Online
mpc.edu (831) 646-4000
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What does God say about courage?
The Merriam-Webster dictionary
defines “courage” as: “mental or moral
strength to venture, persevere, and withstand danger, fear, or difficulty.”
Does God call us to have courage?
Josh 1:7, “Only be thou strong and very
courageous, that thou mayest observe to
do according to all the law, which Moses
my servant commanded thee: turn not
from it to the right hand or to the left,
that thou mayest prosper withersoever
thou goest.” Why does it take courage
to follow the law? Matt 10:28, “And fear
not them which kill the body, but are not
able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell.” Apparently, some people
will not be happy with the example we
are setting when we follow the law, they
will be upset to the point of trying to kill
us. Even today, 11 Christians are killed
every hour because of their faith in Christ.
(Here is a link to an article that discusses
this problem: http://www.christianpost.
com/news/11-christians-are-killed-every-hour-says-irish-catholic-bishop-whowarns-persecution-of-believers-is-at-anunprecedented-high-139312/)
(You can learn more on this subject
by checking out the May 19, 2015 article
in the Christian Post entitled, “11 Christians Are Killed Every Hour, Says Irish
Catholic Bishop Who Warns Persecution
Has Reached ‘Unprecedented’ High.”)
Should we then be afraid of those
willing to kill us for our beliefs? Deut
31:6, “Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for
the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go
with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake
thee.” The answer is no, for fear is one of
the weapons the devil is using to silence
God’s witnesses. God has promised us
eternity, so the loss of a few years should
never stop us from fulfilling His calling of
spreading His Word, Matt 28:18-20, “And
Jesus came and spake unto them, saying,
All power is given unto me in heaven and
in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto
the end of the world. Amen.” Has God not
given us a duty to perform?
1 Pet 3:14-16, “But and if ye suffer
for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye:
and be not afraid of their terror, neither
be troubled; But sanctify the Lord God
in your hearts: and be ready always to
give an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear: Having a good

Bill Cohen

Reasoning
With God
conscience; that, whereas they speak
evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be
ashamed that falsely accuse your good
conversation in Christ.” God calls us to
spread His Word in meekness and without
fear of death. This means we have to study
His Word, so that we may have an answer
for those who seek one, 1 Pet 3:15, “But
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts:
and be ready always to give an answer
to every man that asketh you a reason of
the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear:” Does our answer not fully explain
that our hope is the eternal life God has
promised us? Rom 6:23, “For the wages
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Is this not a hope worth facing death,
without fear? I have a recipe for “To Die
For Carrot Cake” saved on my computer.
Doesn’t this expression cause us to pause
and take notice? However, isn’t our God
more important than the best carrot cake?
Even though some might want to
harm us, God never calls us to harm
non-believers, He calls us to love them, so
they might see His love and come to reason
with Him, Matt 5:43-44, “Ye have heard
that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say
unto you, Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you, and persecute you;” When we
love God and believe in His promise of an
eternal life, and show our love for everyone, are we not demonstrating our faith in
God? Is faith not at the heart of the courage
we display when we face adversity? Did
God not give us Noah as an example of
the power of true faith? Heb 11:6, “But
without faith it is impossible to please him:
for he that cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him. By faith Noah,
being warned of God of things not seen
as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark
to the saving of his house; by the which he
condemned the world, and became heir of
the righteousness which is by faith.” Noah
stayed faithful for more than 100 years,
and God rewarded him. Noah did not fear

his doubting neighbors and he did not let
them deter him during his long struggle
to complete the task God had given him.
Ps 23:4, “Yea, though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod
and thy staff they comfort me.” God knows
we walk in the valley of death when we
fulfill His calling of spreading His Word,
and that is why He has given us so many
verses on courage.
Is 41:13, “For I the Lord thy God will
hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear
not; I will help thee.” Is God talking about
this life only, or a combination of this
life and the next? Is He not telling us His
help will come in this life and guarantee
the next?
Dan 3:16-18, “Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, answered and said to
the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not
careful to answer thee in this matter. If it
be so, our God whom we serve is able to
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace,
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O
king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O
king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which thou hast
set up.” Is God saying our courage serves
as a light to others, especially when we are
facing the threat of death? He has given us
His love, and it will provide all we need
when we face danger, 2 Tim 1:7, “For God
hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of
power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”
Jn 14:27, “Peace I leave with you,
my peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” Those
who fear death in this life will never have
the courage to fulfill God’s calling for
them and will not fully understand His
peace in this life. True courage frees us
from the bondage of fear and allows us to
experience His peace. This reminds me of
a wonderful Ernest Hemingway quote, “A
coward dies a thousand deaths, the brave
but one.” God wants us to be brave. He
wants us to stand in the face of adversity,
for only then will others profit from our
courage. This is how we shine His light, so
others can find the path leading to an eter-

nity with God. We need only look at the
great moments in history when a martyr
willingly sacrificed their life, or part of it,
to give birth to a movement, or to propel
one to greater heights. Like, Jesus, Peter
Waldo, Paul, Martin Luther, etc.
Rom 8:15, “For ye have not received
the spirit of bondage again to fear; but
ye have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” It is the
hope we have in our Father, which allows
us to complete the work He has assigned
us, Heb 12:1-2, “Wherefore seeing we
also are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, Looking unto
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;
who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God.” God has chosen to place
us within a unique cloud of witnesses so
that they might benefit from our courage.
Many of us have been called, for many are
needed to provide the light required for the
entire world. When we honestly evaluate
this truth, we can acknowledge the many,
for God has placed us in every part of this
world, even prisons. He has done this so all
will have the opportunity to see His light
in action and respond, or not. He wants to
give everyone a chance to accept His offer
of salvation.
1 Jn 4:18, “There is no fear in love;
but perfect love casteth out fear: because
fear hath torment. He that feareth is not
made perfect in love.” It is His love that
makes us perfect. It is His love that leads
us through sanctification to the person He
calls us to become, 2 Thes 2:13, “But we
are bound to give thanks alway to God for
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because
God hath from the beginning chosen you
to salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth:” He calls all
of us to salvation through sanctification.
However, He will not force us, we must
use the freewill He has given us, as we
make our decision.
God calls us to love everyone, spread
His Truth, and fear no one. If only we
would use the courage He so freely offers
us!
If you have comments about the blog
you just read, want to express an opposing opinion, have suggestions for future
topics, and/or want me to email you the
blog weekly, just email me at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.
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Art Show Opens August 31 at Your Letters
Sally Griffin Center
Four artists of the Central Coast Art Association present “Loving Monterey Peninsula” at the Sally Griffin Center, beginning August 31. The opening reception will
on Friday, September 6th between 5.00 pm - 7.30 pm with refreshments at the Sally
Griffin Senior Center, which is located at 700 Jewel Ave., Pacific Grove. The center is
open Monday to Friday from 9a.m. to 4:30p.m.. Paintings are for sale with a portion
of all sales benefiting Meals on Wheels; sales from Dee Steiner benefiting Gathering
For Women in Monterey. The public is invited to the show and reception.
Info for the four artists:
Marianne Rosenblatt: Beauty arouses and amazes me and it’s everywhere! My eye
is looking for contours of rich color. I start my watercolors with strong shapes, it helps
me compose the scene and get feeling onto the paper right away. Swift pastel strokes
can catch light patterns on a hill or express movement in water. Rosenblatt’s paintings
offer you a warm invitation to enter in- is there a path or a new place to explore?
Laura Lockett, of Pacific Grove, paints exclusively in Watercolor and mostly in
Plein Aire around the Monterey Peninsula. She has exhibited in solo and juried group
shows in various locations around the Peninsula throughout the years with awards. She
has studied with some of the Master Watercolorists of this Age in California, South
Carolina and Virginia, who continue to inspire her.
Deitra Steiner calls her work “Romantic Impressionism” now because of her love
of our Monterey Peninsula.
Since moving here 6 years ago, the exquisite local scenery has inspired her to
interpret her surroundings with humility and heart.
Steiner studied drawing at the Art Students League in New York, where she first
exhibited her work. Throughout the years Steiner has studied, exhibited and sold her
work throughout the U.S. Dee Steiner is donating 20% of show sales to Gathering For
Women of Monterey.
Richard Klevins
Klevins began painting about 20 years ago. It is his passion, painting every weekend. Over 400 of his paintings are now in collections throughout the world. As well
as painting on the Monterey Peninsula, Klevins traveled to countries that present a
background of marvelous architecture, scenery, and attractive people in native costumes.
His work has been awarded many times, and juried into competitions which include
the Monterey Museum of Art and The California Art Club.
Contacts: Dee Steiner: loveart48@gmail.com; Bobbie Brainerd; bobbie@bobbiebrainerd.com

Above: Waterways
Marianne Rosenblatt
Pastels

Right:Hahn Boy
Laura Lockett

Opinion

Open Letter to Millenials: Day Nine

You millennials and most likely all people born after 1980 will have to experience all the horrors that are now being predicted for this world, such as anarchy, food
and water shortages, maybe global nuclear war, and hungry and desperate people
killing each other just to live. The liberals and hippies have been predicting that this
would happen and trying to stop it since the 1950s! The conservatives, robber barons
and capitalists have been busy working to produce the destruction of polite human
society since the early 19th century. If you don’t vote these people out and stop buying their junk, you, not they, will suffer, die and see the world of reason disintegrate.
What is wrong with mankind? Are we self-destructive? Are we self-absorbed?
Are we insecure? Yes, yes, yes! But there is something more; an even more diabolical
element to humankind that is possibly driving us to destruction. We have curiosity!
We have fear! We have the sex drive! We have selfishness! Yes, yes, yes, yes! Which
one of these will be our destruction? I think humankind has been through so much
toil and trouble that we are tired. We would like to see some progress, we want a
quick fix, but it doesn’t work that way; this human evolution takes time and work.
Some people don’t want to wait and work for success, so they lie, cheat and steal
to see some progress. But evolving mankind will take time and good, rational and
moral actions. It isn’t going to be purchased cheaply or even with money or force! We
won’t be given back The Garden of Eden until we deserve it! There are some cynics,
socio/economic/religious scholars who say that we can never save mankind and its
home; it’s too late. And I tend to agree with them intellectually! But humankind is a
fighter, and I have my hopes!
If I were to say I would solve all the problems of the world, I would be vilified
first. Then, picking myself up, I would again try the same thing I did before to get
rid of religion, greed and hatred--introduce love, art and music. Then, if they let me
live, I would build a world government, open all borders, and divide all the money
amongst everyone. Then, after I got out of jail, I might win accord. But then we would
have to do it again in 100 years because the egotistical, greedy people would have
broken down the perfect world to get it all back.
So the robber barons suck the last penny out of the public, and that created the
1929 depression and the 2008 recession, and the capitalists wonder why the public
can’t by their cars, houses and luxury items… You can’t get blood out of a pickle Let’s
get rid of luxury items, advertising and high profits!
Now corrupt and guilty politicians are creating conspiracy theories (about themselves) just to muddy the waters of truth, so that when they lie, people cannot tell
which is true and which is false!
God does not take sides or benefit the good over the bad! Or at least God hasn’t
shown any bias since the Bible was written. If you know the history of humankind,
you will observe that God has let a lot of horrible people have their way and kill a
log of good people without God’s interference. God or evolution gave mankind the
knowledge of self
Millennials, it’s OK! Make the changes you want, yet remember, you will have
to live with what you’ve made. My advice, be gentle, think of the rest of us poor and
old folk. I’m sure that if you take some time to think, you will find the best solution
for that situation and time. But then get ready; be prepared for the time when someone
younger and more anxious comes to change your creation!
A lot of people pass off bigotry as a minor social crime, but it is one of the cancers of our world that has made all of our lives, all our ethnic and religious cultures a
living hell at one time or another. The British can attest to that, and it is possibly the
real reason that they will decline. But what could the alternative be? Let’s all feed and
love and protect all of us in the world, and then we could talk to each other and solve
the problems and live happily ever after!
Robber barons--I assume you have heard of them. It is the old name for Capitalists. I am now officially reintroducing that term. Capitalists are robber barons who
were feudal lords in the old countries.
Have you ever considered becoming a pervert? A pervert is someone who, being
insecure and maybe unable to communicate rationally with potential mates, decides
to direct their sexuality toward things such as voyeurism, pornography, stalking and
rape, which usually causes them to be constantly frustrated, incarcerated and forced
to register as a sex offender. Is that the way you want to live your life?
Don’t use pride to make up for ignorance!
Or you just may be one of those greedy wimps who say, “I’m going to quit the
human race and fend for myself; to heck with all the rest of the people, I want money
and power, fudge the rest of humankind!”
John Bassett McCleary, author of the Hippie Dictionary

Theatre Arts

MONTERE Y PENINSULA COLLEGE

Above:
Ricard Klevings
McWay Falls, Big Sur

Right:
Lost at Sea
Dietra Steiner
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Joy Colangelo

From the Trenches

Are You A Beach Potato?

If you’ve kept up on the world wide environmental backlash against human’s
carefree attitude about consumption and waste, you are likely starting to care quite a
bit. But really? Do you really, really care?
If you read NextDoor and Facebook, you are inundated with directives from
what I call “couch potato activists.” You know the kind - they sit in the comfort of
their home and share satirical political posts, mourn the degradation of the environment and essentially call other people to action because, well, they are sitting on the
couch but they want you to know they are “woke”. It’s kind of how I think about
people who believe in the grace and peace of heaven but fail to act with grace and
peace on earth -- they are couch potatoes who will just be cloud potatoes in Heaven.
What I’m talking about is when behavior diverts from what you are talking about,
typing about, and directing others to think about it. Meanwhile, your disgruntled
missives fall on deaf ears or is it more like it falls on couch potato blind eyes. It
comes down to this: we can only save the planet in two ways and those two things
will not come from politicians nor corporations nor even your clever Facebook
posts. I’ll say what they are at the end but not until I let off some steam....
Lately Facebook has a local outrage going on about full trashcans in Monterey
and Pacific Grove. People take a picture of the overflow or of litter, call for bans
on straws and post the picture saying “someone should put more trashcans out here”
or “the city needs to pick up trash more often.” Once they’ve posted, they drive to
the store in their plastic car and buy more things made of plastic that they will throw
away after one use. They zoom through town and might stop to take a picture of an
over-filled trashcan, come home and post a diatribe about how fast people drive or
how bad traffic is or complain about the “tourist” who stopped and took a picture.
If you really wanted to fix trash, you’d quit making. You. The solution isn’t to tell
other people to pick it up faster. Or when you travel, you’d bring all the trash you
made home with you instead of leaving it in another town or another country. You’d
at the very least put your empty trash cans on one side of the street so dump trucks
don’t have to double up their trip up and down your street, doubling the noise and
doubling the cost. You’d know that almost nothing, absolutely nothing is recyclable
-- China isn’t taking the trash from our Marina dump anymore so it was redirected
to Malaysia but they stopped the barges from entering their ports and now we’re
stuck with it. What? Stuck with our own trash. Other countries won’t take our trash?
But our cans are full! It will help if you take a picture of it.
Another great little post was of a paddle boarder in the cove near Hopkins
Marine Station where the seals or sea lions (one has ears and one doesn’t and if
you get it wrong, the Friends of the Seals or Sea Lions will take you to task as if it
matters one little teeny bit what the name of an animal is. The animal doesn’t know
what it’s called - why should you? Cause you like to name things? I think we name
things we like to destroy - like naming a housing track Dunes or The Meadows,
Creekside or Beach Tract -- well they used to be meadows and dunes, beaches and
riverbeds before we built houses on them. So I guess you love it more and are bereft
over the plight of the eared thing or non-eared thing more because you know it’s
name. Anyway, the post goes on and on and on (and really it goes on) about how
clueless the paddle boarder is, how he is impinging on the territory of the creatures,
causing them to not feed their young. There is a call by over a dozen posters to
issue maps showing off-limit areas, to put a rope up, and for the rental companies
to “DO SOMETHING” (these are the most annoying posts as if no one on earth has
ever thought to give people directives when they rent you a piece of equipment).
Meanwhile, the only way you’d see the paddle boarder and shout at him to “go
back - you’re bothering the animals” is if you, yes you, are standing right on the
other side of the animals territory. On a paved pathway. With your huffy puffy car
parked on the even bigger paved pathway. By the road called “Oceanview” where
the houses destroyed the ocean view for whoever lives behind them. The paddle
boarder at least got there under their own power, is there for a few minutes and
leaves while the Friends of the Whatevers’ are there most every day, leaving not a
minute of peace to those poor animals that they’ve named so they can say they are
saving them. I just don’t get it. The only way you can yell at the guy is if you’re on
the other side bothering the same animal you’re yelling about. On pavement. Being
held back by a fence that you made. That used to be the Whatever’s quiet, car free,
clean air territory. But the paddle boarder - he’s the problem. Someone should give
YOU a map that shows how close YOU can get to the animals. And you know what
- quit paving the beach.
So here’s the two things you can do. Up to you and only you. Quit driving. If
you have to drive to work, that’s it. No leisurely drives, no road trips (can’t complain about tourists when you yourself are one in someone else’s neighborhoods and
seeing all the attractions), no pointless errands where you buy things you don’t need
(you have clothes and household items to last a lifetime). 2. Plant trees, quit pruning
shrubs or cutting grasses or even pulling
weeds - we need every blade, flower
and leaf. If you really really want to
change the world you can do a third
thing - don’t buy one more thing made
with plastic. The industry would correct
• Experienced
itself in one month if no one bought the
products. Heck, Target would fight the
’16-’19
• Professional
plastics industry if you quit buying from
• Friendly Touch
Target because of packaging. They’d
for 30 years
demand their distributors ban plastic.
Make the corporations go after the corporations. Or, stand on your beach and
BONDED
yell at the people on the other side of
HOUSECLEANING
the beach that they shouldn’t be on the
SPECIALISTS
beach and take a picture of it. I’ll watch
for your Facebook post.
831-626-4426

TWO GIRLS

FROM CARMEL

So Many Dustbunnies
So Little Time

TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com
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This is Peter Silzer’s 100th Puzzle for
Cedar Street Times. Thank you Peter,
for all the fun! Keep ‘em coming!

“Mistaken Identity”

by Peter Silzer • Solution on Page 14
Across

Down

1
Plays a kazoo
5
Baker Charlie intro
9
Jordon’s capital
14 On the summit
15 Rind
16 Easily fooled
17 Rajah’s partner
18 Alack’s partner
19 Permit
20 *Unlicensed transport?
22 MGM’s Leo, and others
23 Part of a chord
24 “Man’s best friend”
25 Fool’s month?
28 * A n t e l o p e s w i t h t e m p o r a r y
beards?
33 Common way to start 25-across
34 Part of an hr.
35 Bro or sis
37 Try out for “The Voice”
38 Great ones think alike
40 Hero of Hindu epics
41 Common Mkt.
42 Pugilist poet
43 Tiny bricks
44 *Hundred Acre Woods imposter?
48 Starts the bidding
49 NASDAQ listings
50 Mom’s sister, for example
52 “No shoes, no __, no service!”
55 *”Rebel Yell” lip-syncer?
60 Burnett known for spoofs
61 Cruise ship stopover
62 Bowler’s spot
63 What a question might do?
64 Oktoberfest libation
65 Barbara, the Genie Jeannie
66 Disorganized
67 “__who?!”
68 Insolent talk

1
Instrument played by aptly
named Marx brother
2
Beehive State
3
Saline lake of Eastern California
4
Spokesperson’s craft?
5
Separate
6
Agnostic’s lack
7
Starring role
8
“What __ is new?”
9
Like clocks with hands
10 Defame
11 “Venus de __”
12 Mary Kay rival
13 Latest reports
21 “Sunny-side-up” sun
24 Cub Scout groups
25 Part of a basilica
26 Snoops
27 Western spread
29 Prenatal test, briefly
30 Josh
31 Utility bill listing
32 Outspoken AGT judge Cowell
36 The B in SATB
38 Tourist guides
39 U.N. workers’ grp.
40 Herpetologist’s subject
43 One kind of ranger?
45 Unlike this entry
46 Heterogeneous, like a crowd
47 Eponymous comet tracker
51 People who need techies
52 Play for a fool
53 Fabled loser
54 Spring bloom
55 Bends the truth
56 Largest of seven
57 Crib cry?
58 Change for a five
59 Part of the eye
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Rudy Fischer

The Big Picture

Improving City Streets and Sidewalks

The city will also work with Pebble Beach Company to cooperatively clean up
the dog park in Rip Van Winkle Park. Public Works only has about 17 full-time
workers to cover all of PG, so for this project they worked with Monterey Peninsula
Engineering. Over the last year they have also been busy making major stormwater
system improvements, fixing potholes and road edges around town, striping bike
lanes, and hanging lanterns and putting up signs and barriers for community events.
The picture above shows the start of the project at the corner of Congress and

The corner of Congress and Forest Lodge Road near the Pebble Beach gate entrance.

The pictures above and below show just some of what the city is doing to improving our streets and sidewalks. After several years of planning and designing - and
getting funding - Public Works started to tackle a major project in June of this year;
the long planned renewal of Congress Avenue from David down to Sunset. This was
a million dollar project and involved a lot of storm drain work near David Avenue
before they could even start on the road.
They also had to cut back shrubbery along the path at the side of the road so they
could get equipment in there to complete the work. This allowed the installation of 12
access ramps and 4 ADA ramps, along with 1,120 linear feet of 5 foot wide sidewalk
using a concrete/asphalt material (same as the road) so they can easily patch any
problems caused by tree roots later. The walking path was done first and then the
road. Once they are completely done with the job they will plant some trees along
the fence line to replace the cut-back shrubbery. Kids and mothers with strollers no
longer have to walk on Congress to get around!
For the road itself they completed 51,000 square feet of total road reconstruction
and another 67,000 square feet of overlay on the existing surface; and were able to
finish just in time for the kids to back to school this week. The new crosswalks,
traffic arrows, and “Stop” sign logos on the street were laid down on Wednesday and
Thursday morning.
Sometime in September the city will also put in some sidewalks near the high
school and slurry seal Forest Lodge Road. Public Works plans to work with the
Homeowner Associations there so they can work with their residents to keep them off
the road. That is because in order to give the slurry seal time to “cure” they will have
to close the road for at least a couple of hours. During that time local residents may
want to leave their cars somewhere they can walk to in order to run errands.

L
O

!
D

S

620 Lobos Street, Monterey
Clean and bright three-bedroom
Two bath two story home. $799,000

Pine Avenues. This busy intersection will at long last get “bulb outs” at the corners
to make crossing the street a shorter length. Right now workers are making some
underground stormwater system improvements, after which they will put in the bulb
outs and four way crosswalks for pedestrians.
In the past several years parts of Sinex, David, Fountain, 14th. Street, and Park
(including the piping beneath the streets) had road and sidewalk work completed
In addition, all of the Candy Cane Lane had a slurry seal overlay and most of their
streetlights were replaced – with more coming. These areas look and function better
- and are much more pleasant to drive on. Everyone would like all of the roads and
sidewalks to look and work great right away, but it takes time to do that.
Only a few months ago that the city received its Pavement Management Program
report which said that almost 75% of our road surface in PG was only fair to very
poor. Unfortunately, that was the lowest rating of any of our surrounding cities. The
report also stated that maintaining our roads at current conditions would cost $1.8
million a year, while an improvement program would cost between $2.6 and $4 million a year. The council approved just under $1.7 million for the coming year, and we
have to hope that will increase in future years.
The city needs major work on many residential streets such as Bentley, Walcott, Heacock, Pico off of 17 Mile Drive, Sinex, Gibson, Walnut, Stuart, Bishop, and
Seaview. If we don’t address them soon, they will certainly get worse. If you want to
weigh in on the city’s priorities and make suggestion to the city staff and council, you
can send an e-mail to the council at https://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/about-city/
city-council, and click the link on the right side under “E-mail all members at once”.

Previous editions of Cedar Street Times
can be found at
www.cedarstreettimes.com
Back issues are located under the tab
“Past Issues”
We are so grateful to Daniel Bohrman for
updating the archives.

Ferrari Through the Eyes of Gunther Raupp
At the Carmel Center for
Photographic Art
August 10th – August 25th
Gala Exhibition Opening:
Saturday, August 10, 5:00 – 7:00pm
Free and open to the public
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Webster Slate

Cop Log
For a good time, call Ron Baxter
Forest Ave. - a cell phone was found at the public restrooms at the above location.
Owner was contacted.
This particular Lexus was so ugly that the owner decided they just didn’t want
to see it anymore.
Montecito Ave. - A vehicle was towed due to abandoned vehicle complaint
Wow. Thank you citizen. I never imagined this sort of thing could possibly exist.
#probablyapornsite
Austin Ave. A citizen reported Internet scam.
More like “gifted” to the thief
Ocean View Blvd. - Property stolen from unsecured vehicle.
Pill pack pirate pilfers porch package
Country Club Gate. - Theft of mail
Romeo, Romiro wherefore art thou? In jail.
Bench Warrant\ Ocean View Blvd. The suspect - Ramiro Martinmuro - 10/10/83.
There was a vehicle check for municipal code violations. The subject was arrested for
warrants, and then booked.
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Security: It’s on everyone’s mind

If you’re going to the race
track, rest assured Laguna
Seca has it handled
By Marge Ann Jameson
It isn’t about the $19 million (including taxes) Bugatti La Voiture Noire or the
thousands and thousands of dollars worth of race cars, retired or still active. It’s not
about tinder-dry hills surrounding the Laguna Seca bowl, or bee stings or out-of-control race cars. Or fist fights in the beer garden. Fender benders in the parking lot Or
the odd bicyclist who decides it’s shorter to ride across the track than to walk around
it. Or even the old pickup truck in the no-parking zone blocking the ambulance route.
Security is important to the people who come to the race to enjoy themelves. “And
that’s our job,” according to Board member and former president Dean Fewtrell, head
of the Guest-Services-cum-Security Department.
A little more than 200 uniformed SCRAMP Assistant Directors along with armed
Monterey County Sheriffs, CHP and Salinas Rural Fire Department officers are there
to oversee and serve the thousands of fans who come out for each race. There are
professional medical personnel, ambulances, and even a helipad for CASEVACs (I
know where it is -- I was assigned one year to pick up Michael Jordan in a golf cart
when he landed there. We all have radios tuned for instant communication, and at this
year’s security briefing we were handed convenient cards with the cell phone numbers
of key personnel. We might have to shout to be heard over the rumble and roar of the
vehicles in the track, but there are certain words we listen for that mean we are to take
specific actions.
There is a hierarchy of communucation and duties. We all have lists of nearby
medical facilities from hospitals and urgent care facilities to 24-hour pharmacies. We
know the codes to all the gates on all the egress routes so that we can move heavy
traffic out of the area

2019 Bugatti La Voiture Noire (“The Black Car”) is the only
one made. It made it debut at Pebble Beach and probably
won’t be at Laguna Seca this year, but you never know what
you’re going to see. This one’s sold.
Over the 25 years I’ve volunteered for Laguna Seca Raceway, I’ve had the opportunity to meet some emergencies and perform some duties that hardly anyone will
get to do in a lifetime: transporting Jack Brabham and Stirling Moss in my handy golf
cart, clearing the grid for Valentino Rossi, making a pathway through the crowd for
the late Paul Newman...I led some terrified parents to the hospital when their little boy
had an asthma attack. I took charge of a baby whose parents chose an inopportune time
to have a domestic battle. I have a collection of teddy bears for lost children (haven’t
had to keep a kid yet!)

A facilities map of Laguna Seca (which is a county park) shows
spectators where the grandstands are and we SCRAMP personnek show them how to get to the world-famous Corkscrew.
We even have courtesy shuttles including wheelchair enabled.
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The Golden Child

Jane Roland

Random Thoughts
“Springtime in Germany” a baby boy came into the world. He was beautiful with
blond curls, huge blue eyes and a ready grin. He was a good natured child and, for
many months, was his mother’s only companion during the day. They strolled down
the flower-bedecked walks of Heidelberg where fraus and fraulines would stop the pair,
marveling at the exquisite infant.
He was well-traveled, as his parents took every opportunity to become tourists
on weekends and during “Daddy’s” leave time. They were in a little town in Spain. It
was Sunday. The child stood at the car window. Suddenly, they were surrounded by
ogling men (During mass, women pray, men play). ”Oh, oh” they cried “El Niño Jesus,
el Niño Jesus.” J.J., as he was called, resembled a Boticelli cherub with a perpetual
toothless smile. They ran after the car waving. He excitedly waved back. He learned
to walk holding on to a balcony rail in Spain. After that he didn’t stop, he ran up stairs
on wobbly little legs, hung over balustrades and once vaulted around a sea wall (40
foot drop to rocks below) with mother in hot pursuit. He was not yet three. He readily
made friends and was so happy that his eyes gleamed. This was an idyllic time, no real
responsibilities for anyone. Time passed, Father’s short term career as an Army Intelligence linguist ended. A journalism career commenced in Florida. A baby girl, Ellen,
joined the family. When we returned from Germany, my husband’s tour was extended
for four months and we lived in Fargo, North Dakota during the winter. The house was
tiny, Larry spent much time in Washington, so, once again, as had been in Europe, my
little boy was my only companion. He was good company even at such a young age.
There was a not-so-amiable divorce when JJ was six and Ellen three. It was hard
on the children, Mother also, but they survived. Jay (now called) was a treasure hunter, presenting his mother with wonderful finds from garbage piles and once a lovely
burned broach found in the ashes of a house. He regaled his little family with stories of
his best friend who had a python, to which “he fed LIVE mice.” This was unsettling at
best as we always had some type of pet rodent. The youngsters had fish: one black and
one white, Sammy Davis and Goldie Hawn, and a series of cats–our landlord wouldn’t
allow dogs. When his sister, Ellen, was ill or hurt, he protected her; although non-confrontational, the little boy would take on the bullies.
When he was eleven, his mother determined that it was time to return to California. Ellen cried, J.J. said, “don’t worry, we’ll make new friends”. He helped his mother
with the packing and painted the walls of the rental house. They drove across country in
my new Karmen Ghia and had, what is remembered by all as one of the happiest trips:
no deadline, stopping on a whim and, in general enjoying the good company.
In the new house in Monterey, he pulled up carpet and removed baseboard, even
did some painting and wallpapering. He was eleven. Mother remarried and Jennie was
born. Although reluctant at first, Jay said one day “after all, I am a member of this family” and he changed diapers. When he was young, he baked cakes when Mother needed
help; as he aged, he bartended at family parties. He joined the scouts, then DeMolay. He
and his buddies christened all of the dumpsters “Rhino Lunch Boxes.” The boys were
“Rhino Lunch Men.” There was college, marriage, and births of two boys, now men.
There have been rocky, dark spots along the way but always the gleam waiting in his
blue eyes. He is a Montessori teacher and assistant. Principal has one master’s degree,
perhaps two by now. After School he is involved with Paper Wing Theater as an actor
or behind the scenes.
We see little of him, but are secure in the knowledge that, when needed, he is there.
He is my friend, my J.J., my golden baby, John Justin (Jay) DeVine 11, and on June 10
he was fifty years old. Oh, and never watch Jeopardy with him, Jay and Sue Dewar who
called him her astral twin (they shared a birthday, June 10) knew all the answers.”. From
a column written in 2010
This was written 9 years ago…everything remained constant and then, recently,
Jay and his wife decided to move away. They debated about Costa Rica, and then determined Panama was more to their taste. They bought a house on an island called Boca.
They will be leaving the area for good on September 4. I seriously doubt if I will see my
golden child again and, I am ashamed to say, it breaks my heart. I am happy for them,
but sad for myself, Jay’s sisters, and their families. We, John, and I will not travel to
Panama, and it is doubtful that the others will much. It has been a very sad month, we
have lost wonderful friends and learned that others are not well. We no longer have any
local support system, and it is frightening, as I am sure many of you reading this understand. I thank goodness for our shop and the many friends we have there, volunteers,
customers and those dropping by. I simply must remember the old saying, which is true
in most, not all, cases,“A son is a son ‘til he takes a wife, but a daughter is a daughter
for the rest of her life.”
I thank God for my wonderful daughters, their equally-caring husbands and my
grandchildren. I know that if we need them they will hop in their cars and drive all night
to be with us (Ellen is in Van Nuys, Jennie, Denver). I realize that the reason for the
move is hopefully a cure for Denise’s debilitating migraines. I sympathize and understand, but it does not diminish the great sorrow I feel. – Jane Roland

“Mistaken Identity”
by Peter Silzer
Puzzle on Page 11
[Crossword Solution]

PG
Winner of the 2010

Year Award
Restaurant of the

T he Fine st Go u r m e t Pi z z a
WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE

Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust
Must present current coupon to get
discount. Not combinable with other offers
EXPIRES 8-30-19

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111

1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)
Mon-Thu 4-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 11-10pm • Sun 12-9:30pm

www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

Pasta with the Pastors
to Support I-HELP

(Interfaith Homeless Emergency Lodging Program)
August 29, 2019 • 4:30-7:30PM
Silent Auction
Program at 6:00PM
Jimmy Panetta, I-HELP Chorus, & More…
San Carlos Parish Hall
500 Church Street, Monterey
Advance tickets available from any board member,
ihelpmontereybay@gmail.com, or 831-251-8663.
Tickets available at the door too.
Adults: $20 ~ Children: $10 ages 6-12
Under 6 - No Charge with a paying adult
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Homeless voices to sing for their supper at ‘Pasta with the Pastors’
Wanda Sue Parrott
Singing before supper isn’t unusual in cities where
musically gifted servers entertain patrons in upscale Italian
restaurants with arias from Pagliacci, Rigoletto or Carmen.
If you’ve sipped fine wine with fettucine alfredo or
eggplant parmigiana, you know how satisfying a sample of
Don Giovanni can be.
Well, there’s good news.
You won‘t have to travel to San Francisco or Beverly
Hills for a combination of fine Italian cuisine and music
on Thursday, August 29 because the annual Pasta with the
Pastors banquet to benefit the Interfaith Emergency Lodging
Program (I-HELP) is adding music to its fabulous fundraising
feast.
So, what’s unusual?
Many beneficiaries of the event, to be prepared and
served by local clergy, will also be singing for supper—theirs,
not yours—by singing in the I-HELP Chorus which debuted
last year.
How good are they? Good enough to make birds fly!
Here’s how I know:
Men whose voices make birds fly!
Welcoming men to the Interfaith Homeless Emergency
Lodging Program (I-HELP)’s dinner and sleepover at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of the Monterey Peninsula
has been my privilege for six years.
I started by serving food, then began greeting the I-HELP
bus at around 5 p.m. on the 2nd and 5th Sunday nights of each
month as 15 to 25 men debarked the vehicle by carrying
sleeping mats, overnight bags, backpacks, bikes and guitars
into the social hall.
That hasn’t changed, although some men do. They leave
the program, which provides temporary shelter while they
look for work and/or housing, and new ones come in.
After the guests wash up, they gather in the sanctuary
where one of us welcomes them.
Back in 2014, my predecessor read a haiku poem before
one of the I-HELP men delivered an invocation.
He then introduced Bob Sadler, a member of UUCMP,
who explained that he, Timothy Barrett and Cassidy Hausmann Mason were co-creating an exhibit entitled “Inherent
Worth and Dignity. . . Living Portraits” featuring local
homeless men.
Bob invited men to sit for free black-and-white portraits after dinner and promised a copy of his photo to each
participant.
By 2014, the popular exhibit had been bound into a
book that went into its second edition. The Inherent Worth
and Dignity Exhibit traveled from Carmel to Arizona and it
is still undergoing amazing evolution.
Along the way, I morphed from meeter to Greeter—
meaning I now lead the I-HELP for Men Circle Up Ceremony
that precedes each invocation and meal.
From their mouths came magicºº
Last Sunday night we stood in a circle beneath the mobile, an array of handmade origami birds representing the
congregation, in the middle of UUCMP’s sanctuary.
With birds of white, gold and silver paper hanging motionless over our heads, I led our ad hoc indoor-campers
choir:
“Take a deep breath to relax, expel it, and look at the
birds. Choose one that will become your bird, representing
your heart and soul.
“Living as we do in these troubled times, imagine the
bird to be your consciousness. It is flying above the woes of
this world and filling you with light, life and love.
“Make a wish on your bird, focus on it, and we will
intone the sound of OM several times by chanting Om OM
Om, Om OM Om, Om OM Om, etc.
“We’ll then take a deep breath and begin the intonation
to make our birds fly through the vibratory force flowing from
our minds through our mouths to move matter.
“When our birds are flying, start to sing ‘Kumbaya’ in
whatever key feels right to you.”
The breaths were drawn and the sound of omnis filled
the air.
Then, that featherless flock flew like trembling fledglings
without flapping a wing.

Homeless in Paradise

Rudolph
Tenenbaum

Poetry
374

He wouldn’t stay on a diet.
No reason. He was quite slim.
But today, and he wouldn’t deny it,
It became even less of him.
He had his leg amputated.
Awake, be smiled to the nurse.
He said, “’To be decapitated
Is definitely worse.”
He managed to make a joke,
And that was the positive side.
He even laughed as he spoke
And chided the nurse as she cried.
Johna Collins by Bob Sadler

Johna serves us soup
her magnificence and grace
shine upon her face
her inherent worth
now reflects her dignity
through bob sadler’s art
		we were shocked to learn
		johna’s a guest of I-HELP
		who can’t afford rent
The fundraising I-HELP Chorus
Some of the men whose birds flew will sing in the I-HELP
Chorus in this year’s Pasta with the Pastors Program at 6 p.m. which
features Congressman Jimmy Panetta and other speakers.
Also featured will be a silent auction to raise funds for I-HELP
bus travel, drivers and gas, program directors, oversight monitors
and ongoing operations.
Along with benefitting the I-HELP for Men program that has
fed and sheltered homeless men every night in approximately 30
houses of worship and other participating organizations for about
30 years, there’s yet another change worthy of note:
I-HELP for Women will not only celebrate its third year as part
of the I-HELP project, Bob Sadler has extended his Inherent Worth
and Dignity Project to include women and his first portrait has just
been released.

Meet Johna Collins

Johna Collins, 56, frequently served tortilla soup to my friend
Sue Arlson and me at our favorite coffee shop in Monterey. She hails
from Seaside and is one of five new women who became guests
of I-HELP for Women in June. In July, the program housed an
average of 14 women per night, some of them working but unable
to afford rent.
“It’s hard,” Johna says, “and I pray that every homeless person
will be able to get housing.”
Johna has been invited to sing with the I-HELP Chorus. Will
she do it? What’s will the chorus sing? Attend the event to find out.
Pasta with the Pastors, Thursday, August 29, 2019, 4:30 p.m.7:30 p.m., San Carlos Parish Hall, 500 Church St., Monterey.
$20 for adults; $10 children 6 through 12; children 5 and under
are free and must be accompanied by a responsible adult.
Tickets are available at 831-251-8663, at the door, or online at
ihelpmontereybay@gmail.com
www.ihelpmontereybay.org .
Contact Wanda Sue Parrott 831-899-5887 amykitchenerfdn@
hotmail.com
Copyright 2019 by Wanda Sue Parrott

Neverland Benefit Shop Weekend Sale
Furniture, Artwork, and More!
Open 10 – 4:30
443 Lighthouse Avenue, Monterey
641-7199

He thought that in spite of having less
Of what he referred to as “me”
He must repossess his happiness,
His spirit whole and free.
Everyone was bipedal,
But did it matter to him?
His missing limb was a medal.
He treasured his missing limb.
He didn’t envy the crowd
That moved on its binary feet.
And he was really proud
Of being incomplete.
He thought: let them dance their dances.
He thought: let them jump their jumps.
Spoiled by circumstances,
Undistraceted by bothersome stumps.
He was hit, but he wasn’t flattened.
He knew, he’d overcome.
He’d rise and go to battle
At the beat of his own drum.
Always skillful at processing ,.
Trouble of every size
And at proving that pain was a blessing,
A blessing in disguise.
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Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4

Carmel

Pebble Beach

Carmel Valley

30620AURORADELMAR.COM

PEBBLEBEACH2832.COM

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0501572

Offered at $6,975,000

Offered at $2,888,000

Offered at $3,495,000

Unsurpassed Beauty | 30620 Aurora Del Mar

Spanish Bay Estate | 2832 Sloat Road

Carpenter Home Team

Bill Bluhm

carmelcahomes@gmail.com | 831.917.7798

Bill.Bluhm@sothebyshomes.com | 831.277.2782

SALE PENDING

Spectacular 129-Acre Ranch Estate | 10265 Calle De Robles

Courtney Stanley

Courtney.Stanley@Sothebyshomes.com | 831.293.3030

OPEN SAT 2:30-5

[Sotheby’s]

Pebble Beach

2939 Old 17 Mile Drive Pebble Beach CA | 2939 Old 17 Mile
Drive
SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210743

Offered at $2,850,000

Laraye Sullivan

Laraye.Sullivan@sothebyshomes.com | 831.887.8022

Monterey

Spectacular French Revival Estate | 857 Alameda Avenue
SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0475738

Carmel Valley

Stunning Contemporary Farm-Style Home | 929 W. Carmel
Valley Road
SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0475543

Offered at $2,395,000

Offered at $1,699,000

Courtney Stanley

Courtney.Stanley@Sothebyshomes.com | 831.293.3030

Courtney Stanley

Courtney.Stanley@Sothebyshomes.com | 831.293.3030

OPEN FRI & SAT 1-4

Pacific Grove

Monterey

Monterey

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210771

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210752

SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0475776

Offered at $995,000

Offered at $939,500

Offered at $748,888

Charming Mediterranean | 641 Eardley Avenue

Joe Gallagher

Joe.Gallagher@sothebyshomes.com | 831.917.1631

Gated Laguna Seca Ranch Estates | 22650 Gallant Fox Road

Patricia Brown

Patricia.Brown@Sothebyshomes.com | 831.595.1509

Simply Monterey | 2121 David Avenue

Monterey Peninsula Brokerages

Carmel-by-the-Sea | Carmel Rancho | Carmel Valley | Pacific Grove | onlywithus.com
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Arleen Hardenstein

Arleen.Hardenstein@sothebyshomes.com | 831.915.8989

