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The Pacific Grove Library is
CLOSED

during the COVID-19 pandemic 
crisis. We will advise as soon 

as it’s open again. You may still 
return books at the appropriate 

boxes.
Here is the link to our 

Virtual Storytime:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist
?list=PLvBmztrfc99sP8jg1WtS0F-

zJCHI-AXvg
•

Virtual Crafternoon!
https://www.youtube.com/

•
The Pacific Grove Museum is

CLOSED
during the COVID-19 pandemic

•
Jameson’s Classic Motocycle 

Museum is
CLOSED

during the COVID-19 pandemic
Call for online programs

•
Most are restaurants are open for

TAKE- OUT ONLY
•

Walk Like MADD and Run in the 
Name of Love are cancelled

WHICH LOCAL  
BUSINESS(ES) 

WILL YOU GO TO 
FIRST WHEN THE 

SHELTER-IN-PLACE 
ORDER IS LIFTED?

Hairdresser
Dine-In Restaurant

Movie Theater
Manicurist
Thrift Store
Book Store

Library
Other

EMAIL YOUR 
CHOICE TO

editor@cedarstreettimes.com
AND WE’LL PUBLISH THE 

RESULTS

As of press time,
restaurants rule!

Hairdressers and barbers are 
second.

We want bookstores and the 
library

Lost Season
 Page 14

SEE REOPENING PAGE 3

Plaque Scavenger Hunt
Page 13

Sign of the Times

 Plaques 

PG Public Art Scavenger Hunt #4

Chatauqua Hall
16th Street at Central 

John Denver Memorial
Oean View at Asilomar Ave.

General S� lwell Flagstaff 
165 Forest Avenue

Ed Ricke� s’s Pacifi c Biological Lab 
165 Fountain Avenue

Perkins Park
Opposite 671a Ocean View Blvd. 

Andy Jacobsen Park
Ocean View at 7th Street 

Lots more plaques in here
68 Asilomar Avenue 

Gary Kildall IEEE Milestone 
801 Lighthouse Avenue

Christmas Tree
Central Avenue at Grand

PG Honors Veterans
PG City Hall, Laurel entrance 

Sunset Drive at Jewell Avenue Sunset Drive at Jewell Avenue 

Miss Trawick’s on Lighthouse, as a garden/landscape store, is open 
as an essential business. “We look forward to opening the gift shop 
soon” said Roxanne Viray, partner in the business.  

The County Health Officer ’s 
COVID-19 Variance Attestation form 
allows for the businesses affected by 
the attestation to open.  

This new Order aligns the County 
Health Officer Shelter-in-Place Order 
with State Stay-at-Home Order to fully 
join the State in Stage 2 and continue 
to move with the State through Stages 
3 and 4.  The California Department of 
Public Health is reviewing the County 
Health Officer’s COVID-19 Variance 
Attestation form.

With the posting of the Attestation, 
the following businesses and activities 
may resume in Monterey County.

Dine-in restaurants with modifi-
cations.

Hair salons and barber shops with 
modifications.

Businesses must establish a 

Health Officer Issues Variance Attestation
for Monterey County

written, worksite-specific COVID-19 
prevention plan, provide employee 
training, screen for symptoms of 
COVID-19, implement cleaning and 
disinfecting protocols and maintain 
physical distancing measures. State 
requirements for dine-in restaurants 
and hair salons and barber shops can 
be found at https://covid19.ca.gov/
roadmap-counties/.

This new Order aligns the County 
Health Officer Shelter-in-Place Order 
with State Stay-at-Home Order to fully 
join the State in Stage 2 and continue 
to move with the State through Stages 
3 and 4.  The California Department of 
Public Health is reviewing the County 
Health Officer’s COVID-19 Variance 
Attestation form.

When the State posts the Attes-
tation, the following businesses and 

activities may resume in Monterey 
County.

Dine-in restaurants with modifi-
cations.

Worship Services and Cultural 
Ceremonies Can Reopen Under 
Guidelines

On Monday, May 25, 2020, the 
California Department of Public Health 
announced the statewide reopening 
of places of worship for religious ser-
vices. These organizations can reopen 
in Monterey County, if they meet the 
State of California’s criteria. Under the 
new guidance, places of worship can 
hold religious services and funerals 
that limit attendance to 25% of a build-
ing’s capacity or up to 100 attendees, 
which ever is lower. The new guidance 
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Joan Skillman
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PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE

PG RAIN GAUGE

In our unofficial poll of “Which business 
will you visit first when the Shelter-In-Place 
order is lifted? Restaurants, hairdressers, 
book stores/the library movie theaters and 
manicurists are at the top of the list. One 
man said he couldn’t wait to get a pedicure, 
that it was time for the pliers.

610 Dennett St. - Pacific Grove
Charming 2 bedroom 2 bath single-story 
Pacific Grove cottage. $945,500

Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy. 
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents. 

Week Ending Wednesday,  June 3, 2020

Inches, as of 8 AM, 6/3/20: ..................................................................... 0.1” 
Current season’s total since 7/1/19 ......................................................21.78
Rain total one year ago to date .......................................................... 26.25”
 _______________________________________________

Previous Season-- July 2018 through June 2019: PACIFIC GROVE’S RAIN 
GAUGE

Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy. 
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents. 

Monterey History & Art Association's
89th La Merienda Celebration Rescheduled

from June 6, 2020 to June 5, 2021
April 28, 2020. Monterey, CA. Due to the current Covid-19 crisis, Monterey 

History and Art Association (www.montereyhistory.org) has rescheduled “La 
Merienda” which was to be held on June 6, 2020. The new date for this festive 
community event will be on Saturday, June 5, 2021.  

The La Merienda committee is currently contacting everyone who already 
purchased a ticket for the 2020 event. For any questions, call (831) 236-0269 
or email LaMerienda2020@gmail.com for information. 
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PREOPENING 
From Page 1

Secretary of State Alex Padilla 
announced that an initiative became 
eligible for the for the November 3, 
2020 General Election ballot today.

In order to become eligible for the 
ballot, the initiative needed 997,139 
valid petition signatures, which is equal 
to eight percent of the total votes cast 
for governor in the November 2018 
General Election.

A measure can become eligible 
via random sampling of petition signa-
tures if the sampling projects that the 
number of valid signatures is greater 
than 110 percent of the required 
number. The initiative needed at least 
1,096,853 projected valid signatures to 
become eligible by random sampling, 
and it exceeded that threshold today.

On June 25, 2020, the Secretary 
of State will certify the initiative as 
qualified for the  November 3, 2020 
General Election ballot, unless it is 
withdrawn by the proponents prior 
to certification pursuant to Elections 
Code section 9604(b).

The Attorney General’s official 
title and summary of the measure is 
as follows:

INCREASES FUNDING FOR 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS, COMMUNITY 
COLLEGES, AND LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT SERVICES BY CHANGING 
TAX ASSESSMENT OF COMMER-
CIAL AND INDUSTRIAL PROPER-
TY. INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT.  Increases funding 
for K-12 public schools, community 
colleges, and local governments by 

requiring that commercial and indus-
trial real property be taxed based on 
current market value. Exempts from 
this change: residential properties; 
agricultural properties; and owners of 
commercial and industrial properties 
with combined value of $3 million or 
less. Increased education funding will 
supplement existing school funding 
guarantees. Exempts small business-
es from personal property tax; for other 
businesses, exempts $500,000 worth 
of personal property. Summary of esti-
mate by Legislative Analyst and Direc-
tor of Finance of fiscal impact on state 
and local governments:  Net increase 
in annual property tax revenues of $7.5 
billion to $12 billion in most years, de-
pending on the strength of real estate 
markets. After backfilling state income 
tax losses related to the measure and 
paying for county administrative costs, 
the remaining $6.5 billion to $11.5 bil-
lion would be allocated to schools (40 
percent) and other local governments 
(60 percent).  (19-0008.)

The proponents of the measure 
are Anthony Thigpenn, Carol Moon 
Goldberg, and Benjamin McBride. 
They can be reached c/o Lance H. 
Olson of Olson, Hagel & Fishburn, LLP 
at (916) 442-2952. The address for 
Olson et al., LLP is 555 Capitol Mall, 
Suite 400, Sacramento, CA 95814.

For more information about how 
an initiative qualifies for the ballot 
in California, visit  https://www.sos.
ca.gov/elections/ballot-measures/
how-qualify-initiative/

Paid parking is back! Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and to comply 
with the resulting Monterey County 
Shelter in Place order, the Parking 
Division suspended paid parking en-
forcement in mid-March. The Parking 
Division is transitioning back to paid 
parking on June 1st, 2020 as more 
people begin utilizing city lots and on-
street parking. 

“While public health remains the 
primary concern, we are carefully 
re-opening our parking division to 
support the local economic recovery 
of our City and businesses,” said 
Parking Superintendent Cristie Steffy. 
As the City of Monterey begins to re-
open over the next several weeks, on-
street parking compliance is essential 
for managing turnover for businesses 
who rely on customers accessing their 
locations throughout the day.

 
Here is what to expect:  
Continued enforcement of parking of 

safety and access violations such 
as: no parking zones, loading zone, 

disabled parking, blocking access 
violations;  

Courtesy notices will be placed on ve-
hicles parked at metered locations 
and signage on kiosks to adhere to 
paid parking times May 27 - June 
1st;

Paid parking enforcement in lots and 
on-street fully resumes June 2nd;  

New citation fees go into effect  June 
1st;  

Time restricted parking will be sub-
ject to enforcement in commercial 
zones; however continued tem-
porary suspension of residential 
neighbor-hood enforcement will 
remain in effect until shelter in place 
orders are lifted.  

Curbside pickup zones designated 
to help businesses with take-out 
orders remain in effect;

To increase convenience and minimize 
physical contact you are encour-
aged to utilize the ParkMobile app.   
monterey.org/Services/Parking/
parkmobile  

 

The SPCA Monterey County Vet-
erinary Clinic is reopening on Monday, 
June 1, to offer vaccinations by ap-
pointment. All appointments can be 
easily made online at www.SPCAmc.
org/vax.  

Vaccination appointments will be 
performed safely by curbside service 
while you remain in your vehicle. 
Available vaccinations for dogs include 
DA2P-P, Bordetella (Kennel Cough), 
Leptospirosis, and Canine Influenza. 
Available vaccinations for cats include 
FVRCP, Leukemia, and Rabies. All 
vaccinations are only $20 each with 
no additional office fees. We also of-
fer a feline leukemia/FIV test and flea 
preventative supplies.  

To learn more about the SPCA’s 

New Measure Eligible for 
California’s

November 2020 Ballot
Increases Funding for Public Schools, 

Community Colleges, And Local 
Government Services by Changing Tax 

Assessment of Commercial and Industrial 
Property. Initiative Constitutional 

Amendment.

Paid parking is back in 
Monterey

Courtesy Noticing in Effect

Drive-In Vaccinations Available 
by Appointment at SPCA

other programs and services during 
shelter in place, please visit www.
SPCAmc.org/covid-19.  

SPCA Monterey County is your 
nonprofit, independent, donor-sup-
ported humane society that has been 
serving the animals and people of 
Monterey County since 1905. The 
SPCA is not a chapter of any other 
agency and does not have a parent 
organization.   They shelter homeless, 
neglected and abused pets and live-
stock, and provide humane education 
and countless other services to the 
community. They are the local agency 
you call to investigate animal cruelty, 
rescue and rehabilitate injured wildlife, 
and aid domestic animals in distress. 
Online at www.SPCAmc.org.

Run For Fun 13.1 - Half 
Marathon Challenge.  We are 

inviting community members of 
all ages to join us as we “Run 
For Fun” while social distanc-

ing this summer. Whether 
you are a regular runner or a 

weekend walker, the challenge 
is the same. Run/Walk a half 

marathon (13.1 miles) through-
out the months of June & July 

to qualify as a finisher. See 
details at https://www.cityof-

pacificgrove.org/sites/default/
files/general-documents/com-
munity-engagement/run-fun-

form.pdf  to participate or visit 
our facebook page  @pacific-

groverecreation  

for religious services and cultural cer-
emonies encourages organizations to 
continue online services and activities 
to protect individuals who are most 
at risk for more severe COVID-19, 
including older adults and people with 
specific medical conditions. In 21 days, 
the California Department of Public 
Health, in consultation with local de-
partments of public health, will review 
and assess the impact of the religious 
services guidelines and provide further 
direction as part of a phased-in resto-
ration of activities. This 21-day interval 
accounts for seven days for religious 
communities to prepare and reopen 
in addition to a 14-day incubation pe-
riod of COVID-19. More information 
about reopening is available at https://
covid19.ca.gov/industry-guidance/

- From the Monterey CountyHealth 
Dept.

Once again, we beg our fellow res-
idents to be safe and obey shelter-in-
place orders, keepinoo01g our homes 
safe and healthy during this crisis.
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Random Thoughts
Jane Roland

As America Burns

Lorenz Cushman named to University 
of Utah’s Spring 2020 Dean’s List  

Lorenz Cushman, of Pacific Grove, was named to the University of Utah’s 
Spring 2020 Dean’s List. Cushman’s major is listed as Engineering BS.

Cushman was among more than 7,500 students named to the Spring 2020 
Dean’s List. To qualify, students must earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher in at least 12 
graded credit hours during any one term.

About the U
The University of Utah, located in Salt Lake City in the foothills of the 

Wasatch Mountains, is the flagship institution of higher learning in Utah. 
Founded in 1850, it serves over 32,000 students from across the U.S. and the 
world. With over 100 major subjects at the undergraduate level and more than 
90 major fields of study at the graduate level, including law and medicine, the 
university prepares students to live and compete in the global workplace. In 
2019, the university was selected as a new member of the Association of Amer-
ican Universities-an invitation-only, prestigious group of 65 leading research 
institutions marked by excellence in academic expertise and research impact, 
student success, and securing resources in support of core missions. Known for 
its proximity to seven world-class ski resorts within 40 minutes of campus, the 
U encourages an active, holistic lifestyle, innovation and collaborative thinking 
to engage students, faculty, and business leaders.

Lwin Thaw of Pacific Grove Among 
University of Scranton Graduate Class 
of 2020  

Lwin Lwin Thaw of Pacific Grove was among the more than 600 master’s 
and doctoral degree candidates at The University of Scranton whose degrees 
were conferred at a virtual celebration ceremony on May 30. Degrees were 
conferred to graduates in a group who had completed their academic degree 
requirements in August and December of 2019, as well as January and May 
of 2020. A formal commencement ceremony, at which graduates will be indi-
vidually recognized, will take place on Oct. 25 at the Mohegan Sun Arena at 
Casey Plaza, Wilkes-Barre.

Thaw earned a Master of Health Administration degree in health adminis-
tration from The University of Scranton.

The University conferred five doctor of nursing practice degrees, 40 doctor 
of physical therapy degrees and more than 570 master’s degrees in various 
disciplines. Graduates represented several foreign countries and 31 states, 
including California, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, New 
Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and Wash-
ington, among others. The programs with the most graduates at Scranton were 
the master of business administration, master of accountancy, master of health 
administration, occupational therapy and educational administration.

An archived recording of the virtual ceremony can be seen here (www.
scranton.edu/commencement)

This has been a week that most 
of us will never forget.  In my lifetime 
there have been many monumental 
events but none of this magnitude 
on our soil and so widespread.  The 
murder of Floyd was unacceptable, 
the way it was handled equally inept.  
In response there are mobs all over 
America wreaking havoc,  burning 
destroying and looting.  This came as 
we were all trying to deal with Covid19.
There is no way to explain all of the 
unrest. The unrest has been building 
for years.  I will leave the analysis to 
those who are wiser than I.

To escape some of the horrendous 
news we opted to watch television 
movies as far removed from the cur-
rent issues as possible. On Saturday it 
was NEW FACES 1952.  Most of you 
reading this have no idea about this 
show.  ..Theatrical producer Leonard 
Sillman had assembled three previ-
ous editions of his New Faces musi-
cal-comedy revues, the first, in 1934, 
having introduced Henry Fonda to the 
world, but none was as successful as 
New Faces of 1952, which snuck in at 
the end of the 1951-1952 Broadway 
season and became the biggest hit of 
the year. ..New Faces of  was a musi-
cal revue with songs and comedy skits. 
It ran on Broadway for nearly a year in 
1952 and was then made into a motion 
picture in 1954. It helped launch the 
careers of several young performers 
including Paul Lynde, Alice Ghostly, 
Eartha Kitt, Robert Clary, Carol Law-
rence, Ronny Graham, performer/writ-
er Mel Brooks (as Melvin Brooks), and 
lyricist Sheldon Harnick.  I had been 
living in The City for a few months in a 
guest house.  I knew very few people, 
but there were a couple of girls who 
had been with me at The University 
of Arizona.  One night I received a call 
from one of them: “Hi, would you like to 
go to a show?” I have always loved the 
theatre but had never seen anything 
professional.  She went on to tell me 
she could get tickets for New Faces at 
the Curran Theatre, for $25.00.  Even 
that small amount was too much on my 
meager salary , but I decided it was 
important.  Our seats were up near 
the rafters but it didn’t matter, we thor-
oughly enjoyed the show.  Seeing1 the 
movie brought back many memories. 
One of the numbers was about Lizzie 
Borden (a distant cousin I just learned). 
In 1982 when the Symphony Guild 
presented B Sharp Follies we danced 
in that number…it was there that I met 
Frank Quilintang and reconnected with 
Will Roberts. 

I confess I was not awfully familiar 
with his music.  It wasn’t until Stephen 
Moorer was able to get rights to the 
show and we went to see it at PacRep, 
more than once, that I appreciated the 
genre.  Stephen had met with Maria 
Elena, Holly’s widow, and, obtained 
permission to produce the musical 
history. Pac Rep’s production featured 
Travis Proelle in the title role, and he 
delivered  a stunning performance. So 
charismatic and forceful was Proelle 
in delivering Holly’s music that you’d 
expect him to be fronting his own band. 
Flashing a wide grin beneath his horn-
rimmed glasses, Proelle still kept his 
Holly edgy enough that we are remind-
ed that the rock that seems tame today 
was the devil’s own music in the ‘50s. 
While Holly wasn’t as threatening as 
some of his contemporaries--particu-
larly Elvis, of course--he was still scary 
enough to give preachers and parents 
conniptions, and Proelle’s dynamic 
stage antics reminded us of that. WE 
all thank God for Pacific Repertory 
Theatre and Stephen Moorer’s genius 
we hope it will be back soon.  

On Feb 20, 1962 we were in a 
bar in Minneapolis where Larry had 
been mustered out of the army.  We 
had met some friends from our tour in 
Germany and were glued to the tele-
vision to watch John Glenn, the  first 
American to orbit the Earth, circling 
it three times.  On Friday, May 30, 
we had the first space launch in nine 
years. NASA stopped flying shuttles in 
the middle of 2011. It took hard work 
and dedication the last nine years to 
get us where we are now, launching 
rockets from the US. It’s been a really 
rough couple of months, so to be able 
to show the country what the agency is 
made of, what Commercial Crew and 
SpaceX did, I hope they take some 
pride and sense of accomplishment 
from that. Also, the first with a rocket.  
event that should have been the focus 
of the day when the mob mentality set 
in and everything else was forgotten.  I 
imagine that our country will not return 
to normal until after I am gone.  What 
is so tragic is that innocent people 
have lost their homes, vehicles and 
businesses.  I am sure there will be 
more lives lost.

For those of you hankering for 
baseball, Korea has a game which 
comes on early in the morning.  I have 
recorded but not watched; however, 

there are several Americans on the 
team.  It will be good to have sonme 
sports,theater,movies and more back.  
What can we think of during these 

Hansalkumar Atulbhai Barot receives 
degree from Cumberlands  

Hansalkumar Atulbhai Barot of Pacific Grove has received a0 Master of 
Science degree in Information Systems Security from University of the Cum-
berlands.

University of the Cumberlands conferred 1500 degrees this spring to its 
newest graduates. Graduates hailed from 44 states and several countries, 
including Latvia, India, Trinidad and Tobago, and Sweden, among others.

In a letter to the graduates, Dr. Larry Cockrum, President of the Univer-
sity, offered his "heartfelt  congratulations" to students on their "outstanding 
achievements." Cockrum gave one piece of advice as well, quoting legendary 
basketball coach John Wooden, "Success comes from knowing that you did 
your best to become the best that you are capable of becoming." Cockrum en-
couraged students to put this idea to work in their lives, coupling the principle 
with the knowledge they gained during their time at Cumberlands.

Commencement ceremonies were unable to be held this year, so the Uni-
versity found other ways to celebrate its graduates. "Grad boxes" were sent 
to graduates' homes, complete with discount vouchers for the Cumberlands 
bookstore; specially ordered red, white, and blue 2020 tassels for graduation 
caps; new notebooks; and of course, that important slip of paper, the students' 
hard-earned degrees.

Dr. Cockrum summarized the University's heart toward the graduates in 
the closing of his letter, saying, "Please know that wherever your life leads, you 
will always be a member of the Cumberlands family. And, just like family, we 
wish you all the best."

Congratulations, Class of 2020!

Last night we watched THE BUD-
DY HOLLY STORY.  It is astounding 
to realize that the 
talented young mu-
sician was only 22 
when he died.  He 
changed the face of 
rock and roll forever.  

times…the murder of George Floyd, 
the burning and destruction of America 
or the historic fete of a rocket to Mars 
Hard isn’t it…..Jane Roland   From 
Home
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Bill Cohen

Reasoning 
With God

What does God say about Evolutionand DNA?

The better we understand DNA, 
the clearer the evidence for intentional 
design becomes.  God is very fond of 
the Truth, Eph 4:25, “Wherefore putting 
away lying, speak every man truth with 
his neighbour: for we are members one 
of another.”  So, let us shine the light 
of Truth onto the question of origins.

Question 1:  How did the first living 
cell come into existence?

a.  The “Bible” says:  God creat-
ed all living things, Col 1:16-17, “For 
by him were all things created, that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers: all things were created by 
him, and for him: And he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist.”  
And everything they would need to 
thrive, Phil 4:19, “But my God shall 
supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

b.  The “Theory of Evolution” 
says:  Not sure, however, a single cell 
somehow formed when heat, water, 
and chemicals combined.

Question 2:  How did that first cell 
evolve into the large number of com-
plex forms of life we see today?

a.  The “Bible” says:  God created 
everything uniquely complex, with fully 
functioning systems, Ps 139:14, “I 
will praise thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made: marvellous are thy 
works; and that my soul knoweth right 
well.” that allow them to reproduce 
themselves, and to repair and replace 
individual cells, Gen 1:28, “And God 
blessed them, and God said unto 
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over 
every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth.”

b.  The “Theory of Evolution” says:  
Not sure, however, we believe random 
mutations and natural selection oc-
curred over billions of years.

Is there evidence for evolution?  
After reading many books, articles, 
and posts on evolution, it became ap-
parent we would have to find a scientist 
who looks for the answer using pure 
science alone, without letting faith, or 
the lack thereof, get in their way.  That 
scientist is Dr. Lee Spetner, an Amer-
ican physicist with a Ph.D. from MIT.  
He first became interested in evolution 
in 1963 while on a fellowship in the bio-
physics department of Johns Hopkins 
University.  After retirement, he has 
continued his scientific study on the 
origins of life, and he is still looking for 
a scientifically verifiable answer.  One 
of his goals is to free scientists from 
the straitjacket of religious propaganda 
that has long restricted their work.  A 
religious agenda will only get in the 
way of good science.

Good science moves from theo-
ry to law by finding the formula that 
defines it, then testing that formula in 
the natural world, or lacking a formula, 
calculating the probability of the theory 
being true, then testing to verify it.  
Sir Isaac Newton had a theory about 
gravity, then he found a formula that 
defined it.  Finally, he proved it by using 
that formula to correctly determine the 
elliptical orbits of the planets.

There is no proven formula for 
evolution; thus, searching began for a 
valid probability analysis of the current 
theory.  Using genetic parameters only, 
Dr. Spetner determined evolution to be 
scientifically impossible.  Dr. Spetner 
explains, “If we accepted the evolu-
tionists’ statement that a new species 
could develop from only a chain of 
500 successful adaptive mutations, 
we have the problem that even if every 
one of them endured the numerous 
challenges of survival to the next gen-
eration and achieved a high enough 
acceptance rate to actually become 
the norm in that population, it would 
have to happen 500 times in a row.  
The chance of 500 successful steps 
is 1/300,000 multiplied by itself 500 
times.  This is more than 2,000 orders 
of magnitude smaller than the chance 
of the event being called impossible.”  
In scientific terms, this means it is 
impossible.  It would be like throwing 
150 coins in the air and having them all 
come up heads, and doing it success-
fully thousands of times in a row.  Most 
reasoning people would think that is 
impossible, and doing it for a billion 
years would not overcome the odds.  
So, how did we get so many people 
to believe in evolution and scientists 
to accept it?

In 1859 Charles Darwin published 
his theory of evolution, On the Origin 
of Species.  Atheists, with an agenda, 
used it to claim science had finally 
dethroned the Biblical creation story.  
However, at the time of Mr. Darwin’s 
work, the science of that day had 
not learned about DNA.  This lack of 
knowledge allowed some scientists to 
accept Mr. Darwin’s theory because 
they had been looking for a natural 
way to explain the origins of life and 
had not found a better answer.  Since 
God told us in Genesis that He created 
everything in six days, Gen 1:31, “And 
God saw every thing that he had made, 
and, behold, it was very good. And the 
evening and the morning were the 
sixth day.” atheists boasted this proved 
God did not exist.

So, what is DNA, and how does 
it invalidate the current theory of evo-
lution?

Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) is 
the chemical compound that contains 
the instructions needed to direct the 
activities of all living organisms.  A 
genome is an organism’s complete 
DNA.  In humans, a copy of the entire 
genome contains more than 3 billion 
DNA base pairs, and these pairs are 
included in every cell that has a nucle-
us.  These base pairs are the coding 
required to instruct every function of 
the human body, including building, 
maintaining, repairing, and replacing 
cells, Job 33:4, “The spirit of God 
hath made me, and the breath of the 
Almighty hath given me life.”  God is 
trying to help us understand, we still 
do not know everything, Rom 1:20, 
“For the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power 

and Godhead; so that they are without 
excuse:” however, ignoring the once 
invisible DNA will leave us without any 
excuse and lost in the lies intended to 
keep us from Him.

The current theory of evolution 
states that all present-day life is as-
sumed to have evolved from a single 
primitive cell, which formed itself from 
simple chemicals.  And, that this cell 
then gained the information needed 
to create all life as we know it.  To 
prove evolution, someone would have 
to demonstrate that a cell could form 
itself from an existing inert chemical 
ooze and then acquire information 
from outside itself, thus making it more 
complex.  Neither of these proposed 
ideas has ever been proven.  Donald 
Batten, Ph.D. from the University of 
Syndey, reminds us, most attempts at 
proving the current theory of evolution 
rely on the informal logical fallacy of 
“argument from authority” instead of 
real proof.  Since Dr. Batten is a pro-
fessional biologist, an “argument from 
authority” doesn’t impress him in the 
least, nor should it influence us.  “Only 
proof that genetic information can 
increase, defying the second law of 
thermodynamics, would do that.  And, 
most evolutionists misunderstand the 
vital point that evolution from goo to 
you, via the zoo, requires changes that 
increase genetic information content.”

Darwin promised abiogenesis, 
life from non-life, would be proved in 
the future.  100-years later, in 1960, 
a group of scientists, working in labo-
ratories around the world, proclaimed 
they were close to demonstrating it.  
Today, another sixty years later, no 
scientist has ever created life from 
non-living elements, Rom 9:20-21, 
“Nay but, O man, who art thou that 
repliest against God? Shall the thing 
formed say to him that formed it, Why 
hast thou made me thus? Hath not the 
potter power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto honour, 
and another unto dishonour?”

Darwin also promised transition-
al fossils would be found to provide 
the evidence of evolution.  However, 
150-years later, still no proof.  Of 
course, Darwin did not have the benefit 
of DNA and did not understand the 
complexity of cells.  He just proposed 
a theory, based on evidence from 
personal observation.  Unfortunately, 
Darwin allowed the evidence to lead 
him down the wrong path.  So, what 
is the correct path?

The correct path is the one that 
leads us to fully understand the coding 
of DNA, 1 Tim 2:4, “Who will have all 
men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth.”  The truth of 
DNA is that there are mutations from 
one generation to the next.  Howev-
er, there has never been a mutation 
that added information to a genome.  
Instead, elements are destroyed, in-
formation is lost, not gained.  Crabs 
eat snails, but only those with thin 
shells.  When snails sense that crabs 
are around, they grow thicker shells 

by activating programming already 
existing in their DNA.  It is like flipping 
a light switch, the wiring was already 
there, nothing was added to the snails’ 
genome.  Darwin’s finches developed 
different shaped beaks, leading him 
to believe they were evolving.  Darwin 
didn’t understand that those finches 
were already capable of changing the 
shape of their beaks, allowing them to 
feed on the available seeds, the coding 
was stored in their DNA.  Those with 
an agenda attribute these events to 
evolution, Dr. Spetner rightfully iden-
tifies it as part of the original design.  
Instead of an example of survival of 
the fittest, it is an example of innova-
tive design elements being activated, 
allowing the organism to thrive in an 
ever-changing environment, Eph 2:10, 
“For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.”  If God created 
organisms to live in a range of envi-
ronments, this design would certainly 
be the most efficient way for them to 
thrive.

In April 2003, researchers an-
nounced that the Human Genome 
Project had completed a high-quality 
sequence of virtually the entire human 
genome.  Out of the discovery of DNA, 
and the technology needed to se-
quence the genomes of both humans 
and animals, came the fact we have a 
lot in common with our animal friends.  
If there is a creator, that is precisely 
what we would expect to find.  When 
the engineers at Ford Motors design 
a new car, they do not recreate the 
wheel.  They use the same wheel 
design used in previously designed 
vehicles.  So, when God creates an 
animal, there are many similarities 
between the design of their parts and 
human parts.  

One might speculate that we share 
some of our DNA with orangutans.  
However, we also share DNA with 
other, less simian animals.  So, to learn 
that humans and orangutans share 
96.9 percent of their DNA is not sur-
prising.  Humans and monkeys share 
approximately 93 percent.  Humans 
and mice share nearly 90 percent.  
Humans and dogs share 84 percent.  
Humans and birds share about 65 
percent.  Are we beginning to see a 
pattern?  Eph 3:9, “And to make all 
men see what is the fellowship of the 
mystery, which from the beginning of 
the world hath been hid in God, who 
created all things by Jesus Christ:”

There was no new scientific ev-
idence for or against small random 
mutations cumulatively building to sig-
nificant evolutionary changes during 
the eighty years between Darwin’s 
book and the 1942 meeting of the 
Neo-Darwinian Theorists.  Since then, 
we have a lot of evidence regarding 
the nature of mutations, none that 
vindicates the Darwinian theory, but 
plenty that refutes it.  For a better ed-
ucation on DNA and the proofs within 
that invalidate the theory of evolution, 
get Dr. Lee Spetner’s books:  “Not 
By Chance!” published in 1997 and 
“The Evolution Revolution” released 
in 2014.  Only science, no opinions, 
or unproven theories.

If you have comments about the 
blog you just read, want to express an 
opposing opinion, have suggestions 
for future topics, and/or want me to 
email you the blog weekly, email me 
at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.
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By Wayne Guffin 

Thanks to Henry Ford making cars affordable for 
the average person, this country embraced all things 
automotive, creating uniquely American institutions 
to express its love for its vehicles. Things like cruise 
nights, when kids would drive slowly up and down 
Main Street just to see and be seen. Or drive-in mov-
ie theaters, where for a couple of bucks one could 
watch the main feature, the supporting feature, and 
then the main feature again, all from the comfort of 
your Chrysler. Budget-conscious folks could even 
sneak in their own popcorn and beverages. Sure, 
the audio quality wasn’t the greatest, but as half 
the people there were more interested in back seat 
recreational activities than the movies themselves, 
it didn’t really matter. And of course there were the 
drive-in burger stands, where without even getting 
out of your car you’d be greeted by a waitress – car-
hop – who would take your order, take your payment, 
and a short time later return with a tray full of food 
which she would hang on the driver’s door. Ah yes, 
fine dining in the ambience of your Oldsmobile. 
Classier joints had car-hops on roller-skates. 

But then the emergence of cable channels, mul-
tiplexes, video rental stores and on-line streaming 
spelt the demise of the drive-in movies, and some 
genius decided to transform those  other drive-ins 
into fast food restaurants with drive-through windows 
and soulless interiors, each one identical to the 
next. These days you can walk into a “Fat Burger” 
and not know if you’re in Pacific Grove or Paducah. 
Proponents of such places rave that you always 
know exactly what you’re going to get. Precisely. 
And where’s the adventure in that? 

Last weekend the high schools of the Monterey 
Peninsula took America’s car culture to a whole 
new level with the introduction of the drive-in/drive-
through graduation ceremony. Pacific Grove High 
had the honor of being the first to take this new 
concept out for a test-drive. Held in the paddock 

area of the Laguna Seca/WeatherTech Raceway, 
the ceremony commenced at 4 p.m., Friday, May 
29, exactly as scheduled months ago. 

The school’s graduation stage, complete with 
painted breaker backdrop, backed-up to pit row, was 
empty save for the podium. School Board members 
who would normally be seated on stage were instead 
social-distanced in a long line off to one side, out 
on the tarmac. Student speakers who would also 
normally be seated on stage were in their families’ 
vehicles – just one per household please – which 
had been marshalled into their parking places, drive-
in movie style. 

As graduations should, this one began with 
the playing of Sir Edward Elgar’s “Pomp and Cir-
cumstance March No. 1 in D”, played not by the 
Breaker Band but a recording of Sir Neville Marriner 
conducting The Academy of St. Martin in the Fields 
(or some similar orchestra). Also in absentia were 
the Garland Girls, and there was no procession of 
dignitaries and graduate candidates. 

After the presentation of colors by the all-Eagle 
Scout color guard of Salvatore Flores, Seth Knoop, 
and Gavin Whiteside, Thomas Jameson presiding, 
Joely Kaatz offered a particularly good a cappella 
rendering of the national anthem. 

PGHS Principal Matthew J. Bell, as always in his 
commencement message, touted the accomplish-
ments of the graduates. But as having them stand 
to be recognized wasn’t possible, they all being in 
their cars, he resorted to honking. If you’re going to 
college, honk twice. If you were on an athletic team, 
honk twice, and so on. Principal Bell, retiring after 
37 years of service with the PGUSD was honored 
both by ASB President Adrian Clark in his “This Ain’t 
Normal Folks” speech as well as by Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Ralph Gómez Porras. 

Following addresses by Senior Class President 
Emma Evans (“The Spirit of Unity”), Salutatorian 
Oscar Scholin (“Our Darkest Hour Is Our Finest 
Hour”) and Valedictorian Mitali Chowdhury (“Defying 
Expectations”), Dr. Porras presented the Class of 

2020 and recommended the awarding of diplomas. 
After that it was “graduates, start your engines!” (No 
one really said that, which is a bit of a shame. Talk 
about a missed opportunity.) 

With the faculty and staff and school board and 
WeatherTech workers directing traffic, family cars 
began pulling forward, stopping at one end of the 
stage to let out their graduate who would then be 
handed their diploma, be introduced by Miss Evans, 
unmask long enough for their official photo, and 
depart to the other end of the stage where by that 
time the family vehicle, having made its way around 
back, was waiting, ready to make its get-away. Ac-
tually, they just went around the loop back to their 
drive-in parking places. But with a bit more planning 
and fore-thought this concept could be expanded 
to include going straight from graduation to dorm 
room drop-offs. 

Tassels moved from right to left, the graduates 
had the probably once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
take a lap around the Laguna Seca circuit, following 
pace cars, no speed records set, though they all did 
get the checkered flag from Principal Bell as they 
went by the finish line. 

Okay, I have poked a little fun at this event, but 
only because the graduates themselves seemed to 
be taking this whole experience in stride, with great 
humor and even a great sense of humor. Jesting 
aside though, any number of these young people 
were heard expressing gratitude at being able to 
have an actual ceremony, cloistered and social-
ly-distanced though it was, rather than some virtual 
on-line Zoom-ified event (“smile for the web-cam, 
and click here to download your_diploma.pfd”). 
Adrian Clark may have best expressed the feelings 
of his classmates with this, printed on a banner af-
fixed to the tailgate of the family truck: “Some call it 
a commencement. Some call it a graduation. I call 
it a miracle.” 

For those interested, the video of the graduation 
can be seen here on YouTube: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=viFhdhuZ8wM

A Graduation Like No Other

WeatherTech Raceway welcomes the Pacific 
Grove High School Class of 2020. 

Adrian Clark’s tailgate banner.

The drive-in graduation lot. 

Haley O’Reilly may have out-classed her class-
mates by being driven to pick up her diploma in 
this 1930 Lincoln.

The PGHS Class of 2020, socially distanced and 
awaiting the start of the commencement ceremo-
ny. 

Color guard member Gavin Whiteside plants the 
American flag.

all photos by Wayne Guffin 
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A Graduation Like No Other

School board members, properly masked and spaced.

PGHS Principal Matthew Bell, retiring this year, giving his final graduation 
message. 

Valedictorian Mitali Chowdhury delivering her “De-
fying Expectations” speech. And..., the first drive-through diploma was presented to Mikayla Gamboa, seen at left admiring her 

award, at right getting in the get-away car. 

Megan Miller is bound for Hawaii Pacific Univer-
sity. Superintendent Dr. RalphPorras and Principal Bell 

directing traffic. Typifying all graduates, Thomas Jameson 
prepares to cross the boundary into life’s 
next phase. 

Up on the roof.... Chloe Stickler (left) and Colton Bell enjoying the view from the “balcony.” 

School registrar Johanna Biondi and graduate Noor Benny exchange 
a virtual social-distanced hug. 

Jacob Murray – race #55 – takes a victory lap around the Laguna Seca racecourse. 
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Peter Silzer
JUST HORSING AROUND

Solution is on page 8

Crossword,Puzzle

Opinion
Your Letters

Call us at 831-324-4742 
for calendar, advertising,
and legal publication needs.

Your news and opinions are always welcome. 

Local Real Estate Update

Patrick Ryan

In last Friday’s edition of the 
Carmel Pine Cone, there was a front 
page article on the local residential real 
estate market and the gist of the article 
was that the market was booming and 
doing great.  Two of the Realtors that 
they interviewed were Tim Allen and 
Debby Beck, two of the top producers 
on the Monterey Peninsula.  The ar-
ticle, while informative, was narrowly 
focused to a certain segment of the 
market.

The article really focused on the 
portion of the buyer pool that is has 
not been financially impacted by the 
shelter in place/economic shutdown, 
that they still have the money to pay 
cash for a home on the Monterey Pen-
insula.  That buyer will always be out 
there, and I think that the pandemic 
has just accelerated their plans to buy.  
I want to know about the other buyers, 
the ones who have been impacted by 
the Covid19.  Who are they?  What 
will their decision-making process be?  
Knowing that can help potential sellers 
understand their customers.  This 
involves trying to understand buyer 
psychology.

After doing quite a bit of reading 
and thinking, it seems that when things 
open back up there will be three types 
of people:  Those that go back to the 
way it was right away, those that slowly 
ease back into normal, but make some 
permanent changes, and those have 
hit a long pause on life and make major 
permanent changes.  The pandemic 
has also changed the nature of work it-
self.  I have read more than one article 
where large companies are rethinking 
having employees come into an office 
every day.  They have realized their 
employees are just as productive at 
home and also see major savings 
by not leasing the buildings, paying 
the insurance and the electrical bills 
for thousands of square feet of office 
space.

The buyer demographic for the 
Monterey Peninsula has been people 
close to retirement from the Bay Area 
and the Central Valley.  That is where 
the majority of buyers have come from.  
Will that and how will that change?  I 
predict that we will see more younger 

buyers with children buying homes 
in our towns, as many more will be 
able to work from home, while maybe 
heading to the office a few times per 
month.  For many, raising a child on 
the Monterey Peninsula has more 
advantages than the Bay Area or 
Central Valley, although I believe that 
the younger buyers will mainly come 
from the Bay Area due to its technology 
centric employment.  We do not have 
many first-time home buyers here, 
but that may change if the younger 
demographic starts to become the next 
wave of residential real estate buyers.

There will also be a segment of the 
population of both the Central Valley 
and Bay Area that have thought of 
moving here in the past, but after being 
sheltered in place in their communities, 
they would rather do that next to the 
ocean.  Many of these will need to sell 
their main home to be able to afford a 
home over here, so there is a contin-
gency factor that needs to be factored 
into the equation.  Many have built 
up equity of the years in their homes, 
especially in the Bay Area, which will 
help in the affordability factor.

All trends regarding buyers of 
residential real estate on the Monte-
rey Peninsula are dependent on what 
happens to the economy over the next 
6 months.  If it truly tanks and we head 
into a depression all bets are off.  I 
don’t see that happening, but Covid19 
is unpredictable and if the government 
orders a second shelter in place, then 
the risk of a depression rises.  If we 
can manage a fairly smooth economic 
opening without a big second wave of 
infections, then I believe we will have 
dodged a bullet and our local resi-
dential real estate market will thrive.  
We will see continued low supply and 
probably even more demand from a 
wider demographic of buyers.  I have 
personally seen an uptick in buyer 
interest just in the past few weeks, 
so consumer confidence is starting to 
move in the positive direction.  Those 
looking to sell should find ample buy-
ers in the market searching for a home.

Patrick Ryan Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty, 831.238.8116, patrick.
ryan@sothebyshomes.com

Who are the Buyers Going to Be?
Across
1 Dutch cheese
5 Apartment-style house
10 Promos
13 Kind of list
14 Greek marketplace
15 Stain on one’s name
16 *Urban interchange
18 Fury
19 Explorer __ the Red
20 Santa’s helper
21 Auger or drill
22 Many millennia, to a Brit
24 *Phony argument foe (2 wds)
26 Winter Olympics event
29 Baseball requirement
30 They’re ahead of JRs
31 Sprinter Usain
32 South African Bantu speakers
35 Shave sheep
37 Pod vegetable
38 Follow as a next step
42 Crop collectors
45 Something on a 13-across list
46 Old PC screen
49 Rank above Maj.
50 Kitchen cleaner
52 *Knockout punch
55 “__ __ deer, a female deer” (2 
wds)
56 Take __ __ down memory lane 
(2 wds)
57 Sticky stuff
59 Dance, music, etc.
61 Money in Iran
62 *Local, as political support
65 “Here today, __ tomorrow”
66 Famous chair designer Charles
67 Juan’s water
68 Winter time in NYC
69 Crazy Greek goddess
70 Popular root beer brand

Down
1 Possible ending to a 13-across 
list
2 Big name in pineapple
3 Ever so cute
4 Trigger or Black Beauty, in an 
equine world (2 wds)
5 Part of a train
6 Look like a lecher
7 Christmas songs
8 Selective Service panel (2 wds)
9 Lummox
10 Wake-up sounds
11 One way to mark a page
12 Boat backs
15 Forehead
17 Green sci.
21 Come clean?
23 Kan. neighbor
25 Fink
26 Mini ammo
27 Sound of delight
28 Horse of a certain color
33 Catch sight of
34 Where Willy Nelson was again? 
(3 wds)
36 Sports summary
39 Place to catch some trotters
40 “Born in the __” Springsteen hit
41 Heart chart
43 NASA affirmative
44 Tom Sawyer’s half-brother
46 “Who put you in __?”
47 Relative relationships
48 Despot
51 Fly high
53 Approx. 8 furlongs
54 Wanders around
58 Sugar suffixes
60 What a champion colt might be 
in retirement?
62 Hair goop
63 Retirement org.
64 Airline to Stockholm

Rainbow Flags Downtown
Editor:

This year for the second time, Mayor Peake at tonight’s City  Council Meet-
ing will be reading a proclamation declaring the  month of June LGBTQ Pride 
month in the City of Pacific Grove.   Full sized Rainbow flags will be flying at 
City Hall, as well as, the Police and Fire stations during the entire month of 
June in honor of LGBTQ Pride Month. City Council Member Jenny McAdams 
has  asked  all of the downtown merchants and restaurants to display rainbow 
flags  to bring some positivity and unity to our community during Pride month.

Rainbow flags are available for you to pickup  at Artisana Gallery located at 
612 Lighthouse  Ave. (across from Bank of America) free of charge.   We have 
limited hours currently due to the County’s continued shelter in place order.   
We are available 10:30 am - 3:00 pm.   

EDUCATE YOUR CITIZENS OR POLICE THEM?

Here’s a fun game:   how many police officers does Pacific Grove, a city 
of 15,000, have on their payroll? If 3 cops are needed for day shift and 2 
for night shift, along with some administrative/clerical staff, what is your 
guess?    



June 5, 2020 • CEDAR STREET Times •  Page 9

Peter Silzer
STORYTIME

Solution is on Page 8

Family Crossword Puzzle Scott Dick, Monterey County 
Association of Realtors
Market Matters

Across
1 Uncooked (like carrots)
4 **Because of that. . .
8 1000-998= __
11 *”Go faster!” = “Step ___ ___!”
13 “When you __ upon a star. . .” 
[What word is missing in this song 
title?]
14 **People in the 1960s used to 
say good things were really __ rad
15 Girl’s name that is a palindrome 
[It’s spelled the same forwards and 
backwards]
16 A creative thought [In cartoons, 
it looks like a lightbulb]
17 The last word in a book?
18 A short note (on paper or on the 
computer)
20 Learn from a book
22 “__ the season to be jolly” [What 
is the missing word in this Christmas 
song?]
23 *Gave someone a hard time (like 
an older child might do to a younger 
sibling)
25 **Moved back suddenly, like a 
frightened horse
28 A meadow or a place for animals 
to graze
29 The bottom of a skirt or a dress
30 Keep pestering about something
31 *Official at a basketball game [he 
or she usually wears a black and white 
shirt]
32 Juicy fruits [the color of the fruit 
is the same as the name!]
35 **Like a rundown old area in a 
city
37 *Eat and eat and eat (2 words)
38 *Special big container for beer 
(and years ago, for nails!)
39 Ocean event related to the moon
40 Mysteries or things you’re not 
supposed to tell anyone
44 Peter __, the storybook boy who 
didn’t want to grow up
45 Use a computer to copy some-
thing
47 **”Jane __,” an old story by Jane 
Austen
48 What candles on a birthday cake 
mean
49 Very, very small
50 Someone who is between 13 and 
19 years old
51 “Affirmative!” or “I agree”

Try solving this puzzle by thinking of words related 
to travel stories. *HARD word: Use the other letters from 
answers you know to help you. **VERY HARD word: You may 
need to ask someone to help you

52 *A long, involved story of adven-
ture
53 In a race, the starter says: 
Ready, __, Go!

Down
1 *Travel around
2 “__ of Green Gables,” an old 
storybook by Lucy Maud Montgomery
3 Scores the most points (or in golf, 
takes the fewest hits to complete the 
course!)
4 What a bird’s nest may be made 
of
5 “__ and Seek” game
6 A teacher might say: “__ your 
head!”
7 Plays nicely with other children
8 *”__ Island,” an old adventure 
story by Robert Louis Stevenson
9 Travelled around to many places
10 Like 3, 5, and 35
12 Have just a little bit of something
19 First __ or Band-__ [What’s the 
missing word?]
21 Have supper, for example
23 Game that involves a lot of run-
ning around to avoid being “It”
24 *Refuse to obey a leader or a 
parent
25 Go to the store to buy something
26 **The history of your family and 
your ancestors
27 Thinks about “make believe” 
things
28 *Informal way to say “fathers”
30 One way to catch a butterfly or 
a fish
33 Move your head to say “Yes”
34 *Visitors who come to your house 
for a meal
35 1/60 of a minute (abbreviated)
36 *Tall white bird
38 *A country in east Africa [Its cap-
ital is Nairobi]
40 Performed in a choir
41 *People have 2, but potatoes 
have lots!
42 Apple, cherry, or oak
43 Already put in the mail
44 **”__Day,” an old board game or 
a nutty candy bar
46 A secret agency in the United 
States, abbreviated

Home Sellers Should Channel 
Patience as Time on Market Shoots 
Up During the Crisis

Source: Realtor.com
They say patience is a virtue. 

Home sellers attempting to unload 
their properties during this COVID-19 
crisis may need to take those words 
to heart. Nationally, homes are taking 
roughly 15 more days, or about 27% 
longer, to close than they did a year 
ago, according to realtor.com®&#39;s  
Weekly Housing

Trends Report. This is the biggest 
increase in the number of days that 
homes spend on the market since 
2013. “Mid-May is normally the time 
of year when homes sell the fastest, 
as it’s in the thick of the busy spring 
home-buying season, says realtor.
com Chief Economist  Danielle Hale. 
But the coronavirus pandemic and its 
ensuing stay-at-home orders, surging 
unemployment, and likely economic 
recession are drastically slowing down 
the real estate market.

 In the first two weeks of March, 
before the pandemic reached crisis 
levels in America, homes were selling 
four days faster than the previous year.

 The next week, ending May 9, 
they were taking 13 days longer to 
move than in 2019.

 When a property is newly list-
ed, it’s recorded at zero days on the 
market. With many sellers reluctant to 

list their homes during a global health 
crisis, the remaining homes for sale 
have a higher average days on market, 
points out Hale.

 She expects days on the market 
will drop again in the late summer as 
more cities loosen restrictions and 
more potential buyers can go back 
to work.

 Traditionally, the summer is the 
peak of the buying and selling season 
as families often want to move before 
the kids start school in the fall.

 The number of new home list-
ings also dropped 28% compared with 
a year ago—making it

even harder for buyers to find their 
dream abodes. The number of new 
listings had fallen 39% year over year 
in the week ending May 2.

 Nationally, median home list 
prices were up 1.5% annually in the 
week ending May 16. While that rate 
of increase is below the 4% bump in 
prices seen in the first two weeks of 
March, it’s still enough to dampen the 
enthusiasm of bargain hunters.

 Prices remain high because, 
despite the flagging economy, high 
unemployment, and general uncer-
tainty, there are more home shoppers 
than sellers.

 That imbalance could result in 
even higher price jumps in the upcom-
ing weeks and months.

NAACP Monterey County Branch 
The Monterey County NAACP is 

outraged by the senseless murder of 
George Floyd by Minneapolis Police 
officers last week. We send our sincere 
condolences to Mr. Floyd’s family, 
friends and loved ones and want them 
to know that his death was not in vain, 
and we will not remain silent. 

We watched Derek Chauvin literal-
ly kneel on George Floyd’s neck for 8 
minutes and murder him. It is now time 
for us to figuratively kneel on the neck 
of the criminal justice system until ev-
eryone responsible for this heinous act 
is prosecuted to the fullest extent of the 
law. We are tired of waking up every 
morning and hearing news reports that 
another black man has been profiled 
and murdered by an officer of the law. 
BAD COPS MUST GO TO JAIL. 

It is very evident that the lead-
ership we need is NOT in the Oval 
Office. We are weary from the blatant 
disrespect and dog-whistle politics 
that is business as usual in a White 
House that continues to ignore us and 
dismiss this crisis. Instead of unifying 
the nation and calling for peace, in a 
pathetic flashback to the 1960s, the 
President hid behind the Secret Ser-
vice’s coattails and brashly threatened 
White House protesters with “vicious 
dogs and ominous weapons.” Sadly, 
the United States of America has 
regressed 50 years under Donald 
Trump’s administration. His inciteful 
words have not provided calm but 
added fuel to an already volatile situ-
ation. It’s 2020, and we shouldn’t be 
compelled to shout from the tops of 
our lungs that BLACK LIVES MAT-
TER! That is a given that the President 
should already know. And if he doesn’t 
know, then it’s TIME FOR HIM TO GO. 

It is up to us. It is time to relinquish 
the victim mentality and recognize the 
great power we have when we stand 
together and demand change. 

As we watch the civil unrest un-
fold in many cities across this nation, 
we feel and share the anger being 
displayed by our brothers and sisters 
who are looking not only for an outlet 
to vent, but who are also desperately 
searching for leaders to help our na-
tion navigate through these troubled 
times. We hear your cries and pleas 
for justice. It is necessary that we not 
only peacefully protest in the streets, 
but protest at the ballot box, and at the 
cash register, and it is essential that we 
focus on the following… 

Voter mobilization and realizing 
the importance of our vote. 

⁃ Holding our elected officials ac-
countable and voting out ineffective 
politicians. 

⁃ Realizing that Black Dollars mat-
ter. (Leveraging our wealth and recy-
cling dollars within our  communities.) 

We are establishing a fund that 
will accept donations that will be sent 
directly to George Floyd’s family. It is 
imperative that we remember their loss 
and support them during these trying 
times. If you would like to donate, 
information will be available soon on 
our website, and we are scheduling 
an online general meeting in mid-June 
where we’ll update our membership on 
our plan of action and also provide a 
forum where members can share their 
thoughts and ideas. 

This is OUR plan. What are YOU 
going to do? You can start by joining 
the fight, volunteering for, donating to, 
and joining the NAACP! 

“You are more powerful than you 
know, and they fear the day you dis-
cover it.” 

-UNKNOWN 
Contact: 

Yvonne Thomas,
Executive Director 

NAACP Monterey Branch #1049 
Email: ythomasnaacp1@gmail.

com 

NAACP:  Justice for George Floyd
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Rudy Fischer

The Big Picture
Joy Colangelo

From the Trenches
Educate your citizens or police them?

Here’s a fun game:   how many police officers does Pacific Grove, a city 
of 15,000, have on their payroll? If 3 cops are needed for day shift and 2 for 
night shift, along with some administrative/clerical staff, what is your guess?    

While you are pondering the answer (I can already tell you are thinking too 
small), City Council meets Wednesday night to discuss budget cuts since all 
of our three revenue sources are drying up if not already cracked and hemor-
raging. I used to wait to write this column until Council met, but it never informs 
my column with any surprises so I’ll submit today to go online Thursday. It’s 
already set in stone that the library is a goner and that police will possibly take 
a .5 clerical cut. Other surrounding cities are hearing from citizens about this 
very topic, police over services, which is especially critical as police and national 
guards across the country are in full war gear (not riot gear - they wouldn’t be 
out of place in war torn Iraq). It also highlights how well equipped the police 
are to kill  us while our hospital workers are ill equipped to save our lives.  

A wonder-filled report by Lee Camp in Mint Press News gives us 19 facts 
about police. Nationwide, police kill about 3 people a day (1,000 a year) with 
the UK rate at 3 a year. Denmark, Switzerland -- well they let everyone live 
which is very nice of them. Of those murders, 3 officers were convicted in that 
last 15 years (after 15,000 deaths). If that’s not enough lopsided statistics for 
you, the chances of a cop being involved in a felony arrest averages less than 
one a year. In fact most of the time, cops don’t deal with crime at all and even 
detectives who do not investigate most crimes, solve even fewer. A majority 
of real crimes are left unsolved. So they aren’t very good at that part of the 
job anyway.  

Most cities, including ours, had to make up crimes like sleeping in your car 
or parking overnight at the beach, and even begging.   When you think about 
refraining from giving change to those with an outstretched hand because 
“they’d probably just buy liquor with it,” remember, that’s exactly what you were 
going to do with that money too. That money in one person’s hand is a crime, 
while in my hand, it is entertainment.   It’s also a crime to swim in certain rivers 
or beaches but not a crime for corporations to dump toxins in them. It’s a crime 
to loot small business but not to divert their relief money right out their broken 
windows and into the big box corporations. More crime is commited  by cops   
seizing assets than all street and home burglaries put together.  

He notes that hairdressers have more hours of required training than police 
officers and states that in Michigan, officers need 594 hours of training to strap 
the gun on and hit the streets while electrical sign maintenance workers need 
4,000 hours of training and experience. Our Pacific Grove library staff of 11 
can put the educational hours of our police to shame.

Which brings us back to our game. How many police officers does Pacific 
Grove have on staff?   It’s 22 armed police.   Then add on 2 parking cops, 1 
animal control officer, 7 clerical and a crossing guard or 2 and we have 33.5 
positions. Add on the cost of riot gear - don’t ask me why we need riot gear, 
we can’t get people to loot our stores if we paid for the parking.    

At least tell City Council we want no more gear. No more new hires. And 
we want a library because a  most excellent crime deterent is education. The 
City is supposed to provide services and part of those services are police. But 
in a city with 23 violent crimes -- all of them essentially domestic abuse and 
325 property related crimes (stolen bikes are big right now as are burglaries 
of stuff in cars that aren’t locked - not in home burglaries) with recovery and 
conviction almost nil, let’s at least freeze salaries. Deal with the police officers 
union like you had riot gear on your side. Don’t let them bully you. Our highest 
paid officer, due to years of service, is at $239,573 and $43,000 in benefits 
which brings him to a whopping $282,000.   I should have told you to sit down.   
The Police Chief is at $293,000.   Then there are 20 other officers. You have 
to have fainted by now. Tell them that’s enough. And tell them we want our 
library back.

Moving into a Post Pandemic World
It looks like things are opening up and returning to something resembling 

normal in a lot of places.  The California Department of Public Health and the 
governor approved a request from our Board of Supervisors that allows some 
businesses to reopen.  As a result, last weekend some of our major restaurants 
opened up and, undoubtedly, others will also soon open.  Barber shops and hair 
salons are once again taking care of our now shaggy population and, now that 
the kids have left the schools we now have the time to make needed changes 
there before they return.

We are now all-in with Stage 2.  The first part of stage 2 allowed curb side 
pick-up from retail stores (which didn’t work out very well), construction and 
landscaping to start, and for golf courses to open.  This new Stage 2 expansion 
allows for dining-in at restaurants, car washes to open, and pet grooming, house-
hold cleaning services, and retail stores to open to customers.  There have to 
be modifications, of course, but nevertheless they can open.  Nail salons and 
gyms have petitioned to be allowed to open, but that has not happened yet.

In Stage 3 – when we get to that - hotels, libraries, museums, and enter-
tainment venues such as movie theaters will once again be allowed to open.  
Stage 4 will be the final stage and will include being able to go to concerts, 
convention centers, and sporting events.  This last stage may still be a ways off 
however.  Nevertheless, with the final opening of Stage 2, most of the important 
day-to-day activities we all need can resume – again, with some modifications 
for health safety.

As we start going back to work we will find that this recovery will be a bit 
different than after a natural disaster like an earthquake or fire.  No planes 
have been damaged, our buildings and factories are still all there, and banks 
and hospitals still work. Locally our schools, stores, and restaurants are still 
standing - just waiting for people to return

Fortunately we avoided the predicted carnage by a long shot.  When this 
first started, a British scientist predicted that it would kill over 2 million Americans 
and half a million Brits unless we shut down both economies for a year and a 
half.  He has since walked back from that – and resigned from his job.  New 
York State’s governor said of the projections, “They were all wrong.”  On the 
other hand, the epidemiologist who championed Sweden to stay open now says 
that maybe they should have had a few more restrictions.  But mega-cities are 
terrible places for pandemics while our more rural county has done fairly well.

We must hope that those who are ill will continue wearing masks to keep 
their families and neighbors from catching what they have.  Whatever they 
have, that is a good practice anyway.  It will be nice, however, when most of 
us no longer need to wear masks everywhere; though I know I still will with the 
elderly and people who I know have health issues.

And that is an important point as we move forward.  Some of us are will-
ing to embrace opening up, and others will still be a bit fearful.  We have to 
understand and respect that and accept the some are less willing to take risks 
than others.  People should be allowed to participate or not based on their own 
comfort levels.

We may see more outbreaks – and probably even more deaths.  I know 
people who – because they have fairly serious health issues – are concerned.  
I try to stay away from them or wear a mask when I go to see them - both as a 
courtesy and out of concern for them.  Some who are older or have weakened 
immune systems; or are obese, diabetic, already have a respiratory disease, 
hypertension, or anything else major (those comorbidities you read about) may 
want to stay away from stores and crowds.  Get someone to help you with 
shopping and food delivery.

As we get back to living more normally, however, let’s not empty our minds 
the way we emptied the shelves of toilet paper.  When this pandemic started 
we simply didn’t know much about the coronavirus and, while there is still more 
to learn, we do know a fair amount – and are learning more every day.  The 
Center for Disease Control gives guidance which we should continue to follow.  
If you are ill – with anything - stay home if possible so you don’t infect others.  
Keep some distance between yourself and others - especially if they are sick.  
Clean and disinfect areas touched frequently and by others, and continue to 
wash your hands often.

While we should all be cautious; we should also put things in perspective 
and get used to living relatively normal lives again.

When we enter the field of law enforcement, we take an oath to protect those 
we serve. There is no delineation in the oath that offers separate protection to 
any other category or group. Everyone is to be protected and treated equally, 
fairly, and with respect.  

The women and men of the Pacific Grove Police Department are committed 
and pledge to continue to operate daily with the highest standards. We will con-
tinue to represent our profession and City with the utmost respect and dignity.

We believe in a culture of excellence, so much that we are striving to attain 
accreditation through the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement 
Agencies (CALEA), fostering and following best police standards and practices.  

We are honored and privileged to serve our community and know if we work 
together, we can continue to foster a culture of mutual respect and understanding 
that affords equal treatment to everyone.

We stand by the oaths we have taken and live up to making the City better 
than when entrusted to us, and we stand by our motto, “Our Community, Your 
Police.”  

Chief Cathy Madalone
Chief, Pacific Grove Police Department

A message from the Pacific Grove Chief of Police
Community Members,

First and foremost, our hearts and prayers go out to Mr. George Floyd and 
his family. What happened to George Floyd is heartbreaking, infuriating, and 
unacceptable, and silence is not an option. We, as law officers and peacekeep-
ers, add our voices to the many others in our profession, sharing our outrage 
of the actions taken by the officers involved in George Floyd’s death. We fully 
expect justice will prevail in this case, and it needs to be known that this is 
something that will not be tolerated by the many peace officers that go to work 
each day and do the right thing.  

More than two centuries ago, Sir Robert Peel spoke of three core ideas 
and nine guiding principles of policing, which all remain true today. He believed 
the police are the public and the public are the police.  

Although this tragic event occurred far away, the actions of a few have 
undermined public trust and our profession. This action has caused anger in 
our nation and within members of the policing profession.

The tragic and horrific actions of a few have the power to erode the tre-
mendous service of so many good women and men who have worn the badge, 
served with honor, and protected our communities every day.
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By Chuck Sambar

Retirement is a time to travel to 
exotic and enchanting places, enjoy 
leisure activities, spend precious time 
with grandchildren, head out to explore 
our land of the free and savor the joys 
and pleasures of not having to wake 
up to a clock or a high-pressure job. 
When one retires after a long life of 
service, one expects to live in peace 
and to enjoy the rewards of years of 
work. Sadly, for many retirees and se-
niors, such is not the case these days. 
Too many seniors are living with a high 
level of pain, anxiety and frustration as 
they struggle to maintain their finan-
cial independence and salvage what 
they have worked for and saved over 
the years. And rather than express 
pride and comfort in their accom-
plishments and their families’ growth 
and achievements, many seniors are 
struggling to maintain their dignity 
and a reasonable standard of living. 
The dismal economy, the daily reve-
lations of fraud and financial collapse 
of corporate and industry giants 
and the pyramid schemes all are 
exacting a severe toll on seniors. 
Many seniors are having a difficult 
time as they are forced to tighten their 
belts due to shrinking income and 
limited resources. Many are having 
serious challenges as they must dig 
deeper into their nest egg to pay for 
escalating food, shelter, utilities, med-
ical insurance and prescription drug 
costs. Many worry about substantial 
increases they must pay for supple-
mental health insurance, long-term 
disability care, deductibles and co-pay-
ments for doctor visits, medications, 
and retirement and nursing homes. 
I know two seniors who retired from 
the auto industry, and both have 
had their medical insurance slashed 
and their pensions reduced. Oth-
ers have lost substantial savings 
due to fraud, greed and financial 
bankruptcies of many shameful 
and disgusting houses of cards. 
Many seniors suffer the pain of see-
ing their married children without 
a job and with a foreclosed home. 
Their love and compassion for their 
children caused seniors to tap their 

own home equity and life savings to 
help their children ride the loss of jobs 
and financial collapse. Other seniors 
have reopened their homes for their 
offspring to return and live with them. 
I know one family where the grand-
mother lives in one city with her daugh-
ter and family, and the grandfather lives 
in another city with his son and family. 
Both grandparents help baby sit their 
grandchildren and attend to family 
needs while their children make ends 
meet by working very long hours at sev-
eral low-paying jobs. And I know one 
divorced couple who decided to return 
to live together in one home because 
one of them lost a home to foreclosure. 
Those who invested in the stock and 
bond markets have seen their IRAs 
and portfolios disintegrate as corporate 
earnings shrink, dividends become 
sparse or nonexistent and interest 
rate on savings accounts nose-dive. 
Add this to the scandalous and dis-
gusting thievery on Wall Street, the 
lies and fraud of corporations and the 
high unemployment rate and lack of 
jobs, and seniors are being hit really 
hard. And while many believe the 
economy will improve and stock and 
home values will normalize, seniors 
fear it will be years before they re-
coup their losses, and they know all 
too well that time is not on their side. 
But all is not doom and gloom in 
our senior world. Let me assure 
you that the seniors of our gener-
ation have survived greater pain, 
loss and adversity in the past. 
We are reminded of history lessons 
and our parents’ stories of the ago-
nizing and painful Great Depression. 
And many of us remember l iv-
ing  th rough the  Wor ld  Wars , 
the Korean War and Vietnam. 
I have every faith and confidence 
that seniors shall survive with digni-
ty because we are resilient, strong 
and determined people in this land 
of the free and home of the brave. 
 
CHAKIB “CHUCK” SAMBAR is a for-
mer La Canada resident, member of 
the Glendale   Unified School District 
Board of Education, syndicated colum-
nist, owner of a business, education 
consultant, and a world traveler.
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Instead of relaxing, seniors 
are struggling

Katie Ryan

Pilates

“Change happens through move-
ment and movement heals” Joseph 
Pilates

Both Pilates and Yoga have be-
come popular over the last couple of 
decades, with studios popping up in 
pretty much every community.  When 
I was young, growing up in Portland, 
Oregon I do not remember hearing 
about nor seeing anything about Pi-
lates or Yoga.  Yoga seemed to gain 
acceptance and popularity first, with 
Pilates gaining in popularity over the 
past 10 years or so.  For the uniniti-
ated, they may seem to be the same 
thing, but there are distinct differ-
ences that one should know before 
deciding which one to try.  And let 
me say this from the beginning, they 
both are beneficial to your health.

The most glaring difference 
between the two is that Yoga is cen-
turies old and in its truest essence, 
involves a deep spiritual component.  
However, it has been fairly West-
ernized by most studios in the US 
to be more focused on the stretches 
and exercises.  Yoga is composed 
of asanas (poses) and pranayama 
(breathing exercises).  There are 
also many different styles of Yoga 
such as Bikram (hot yoga), Vinyasa, 
Hatha, Restorative and Power Yoga 
to name a few.  In a Yoga class, you 
will spend a long time holding poses 
and the classes usually utilize some 
meditation techniques to help quiet 
the mind as the mind-body connec-
tion is paramount in Yoga.  Yoga is 
performed on a mat on the floor.

 Pilates was developed in the 
early 1920s by Joseph Pilates as a 
way to help rehabilitate injured sol-
diers during WW1.  Over time it be-
came popular among dancers for its 
ability to promote a strong, lean and 
long body that was more resistant to 

injury, thus prolonging the dancer’s 
career.  The two most common forms 
of Pilates are Mat Pilates and the 
Reformer Bed.  The Reformer Bed 
was designed by Joseph Pilates to 
assist the body for clients that were 
unable to do Mat Pilates.  Pilates 
exercises are focused on strengthen-
ing the core muscles and elongating 
the spine.  This is what helps devel-
op lean muscles and the dancer like 
body without overly bulky muscle 
development.  While in Yoga, you will 
hold poses for a long time, in Pilates 
that does not happen.  In Pilates, the 
body is moving in a non-impact man-
ner creating a flow from one exercise 
to another with major emphasis on 
proper form and precision.

There are 6 major principles 
taught in Pilates that are as follows:  
Breathing, Centering, Concentration, 
Control, Flow and Precision.  Due to 
Yoga’s spiritual foundation and many 
different styles it is harder to pin 
down specific principles other than it 
is a combination of mind, body and 
spirit that are focused upon.  Both 
Yoga and Pilates are beneficial for 
the body and have positive health 
benefits.  They are great for people 
who suffer from back pain, poor 
balance, breathing issues, lack of 
flexibility and lack of strength.  They 
are gentle, non-impact and can be 
done at your own pace.  I encourage 
you to check one out someday and 
see if you like it.

Katie Ryan is a certified Pilates 
instructor with 16 years of experi-
ence and is also certified in Rehabil-
itation.  If you have any questions, 
please email her at info@mat-
pilateswithkatie.com or go to www.
matpilateswithkatie.com where she 
teaches online Pilates classes.

Comparing and Contrasting 
Pilates and Yoga

Good evening everyone, can you 
hear me?

Whereas, The County of Mon-
terey has been divided across a 
Cypress Curtain or a Lettuce Cur-
tain depending on what side of that 
divide you live in during these last 50 
years and more, and

Whereas, water is fundamen-
tal to life, and a required resource 
necessary to such major activities as 
agriculture, hoteliers and real estate 
sales, and

Whereas, the CalAm ratepayers 
who will bear the punishing eco-
nomic brunt of these decisions also 
require water to brush their teeth, 
cook their food, wash their hands, 
their bodies and their clothes, and 
most importantly, quench their very 
thirst, and

Whereas, the spirit of CEQA 
guidelines was violated at your last 
meeting, when certain members of 
this board chose to ignore those 

or environmental justice during his 
service on this board and others, his 
apology today notwithstanding, 

Now be it here-to-fore declared, 
that the actions of the majority 
weighted voting members of this 
board in its efforts to kill a state-of-
the-art water recycling program to 
meet Peninsula needs, while offering 
their collective middle finger to M1W 
partner, the Monterey Peninsula 
Water Management District, to the 
residents of Marina and to the vast 
majority of the Monterey Peninsula, 
is reprehensible, irresponsible and 
undemocratic.  

Submitted and partially read by 
Michael Baer

M1W Board meeting
5/26/2020

guidelines and make a political move 
to ream Peninsula residents, and

Whereas, the dis-representation 
on the Monterey One Board has 
over 28% of the total weighted voting 
designated to Salinas, even though 
Salinas won’t pay a single construc-
tion penny for the billion-dollar desal 
plant, and

Whereas the teeny tiny town of 
Sand City, which has a single vote to 
represent little more than 400 con-
stituent ratepayers while the 6 votes 
that make up the representation of 
Seaside and Monterey is for over 
60,000 combined ratepayers, and

Whereas, that means that Sand 
City residents are getting 25 times 
the representation of Monterey and 
Seaside residents combined on this 
board even though they already 
have their own poorly performing 
desal plant, and

Whereas Mr. Gagliotti also en-
joys saying Whereas, and

Whereas he represents the 
second smallest Peninsula city, Del 
Rey Oaks, with a single vote on this 
board, and

Whereas the communities of 
Carmel, Carmel Valley and Pebble 
Beach have several thousand CalAm 
ratepayers with zero representation 
on this board, and

Whereas the City of Marina in 
conjunction with Marina Coast Water 
District, by virtue of its natural growth 
and its annexation of the Ft. Ord 
Communities has now qualified for 
an additional weighted vote, per your 
own JPA rules but goes unrecog-
nized, and

Whereas Supervisor John Phil-
lips could not be bothered to pretend 
that he serves the wider community 
interests to provide affordable water 
as a human right to all residents of 
this beautiful region, and  

Whereas he has repeatedly 
abrogated all sense of decorum 

The Joys of Sitting Through a Water Board Meeting

Call us at 831-324-4742 
for calendar, advertising,
and legal publication needs.

Your news and opinions are always welcome. 
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By Rebecca Lee

BNRC has put together a list of 
plants and bushes that feed mon-
archs. Monarchs need to eat heartily 
from nectar plants when they arrive in 
October/November. With our climate 
crisis diminishing the number of plants 
available to feed from, monarchs have 
been observed eating throughout 
their overwintering. Thus, this list 
contains plants that bloom here in Pa-
cific Grove yearround, throughout the 
winter months and have flowers that 
accommodate the proboscis and long 
legs of the monarch for best feeding. 
We also include plants that bloom in 
Early Spring in the event the monarchs 
need to eat before migrating. This list 
is a combination of native and non-na-
tive plants as monarchs have been 
observed in the last 8 years to feed 
on non-native plants first, probably 
because non-natives often produce 
more nectar. However, native plants 
encourage a healthier ecosystem. We 
have all been concerned about the 
plight of our beloved monarchs. This 
is a way you can help them. Plant one 
in a pot, or plant your whole yard out. 
It will be appreciated!  Many of these 
plants are also loved by bees and other 
pollinators too. 

Plants that Bloom Year 
round

Seaside Daisy Erigeron glaucus 
Mule Fat Baccharis salicifolia 
“New Gold” Lantana Lantana Camara 
“New Gold” 

Yellow Bush Daisy Euryops pectinous 
Bottle Brush Callistemon citrons
Plants that Bloom Through Winter into 
Spring
Blueblossom Ceanothus Ceanothus 
thyrsiflorus 
Carmel Ceanothus Ceanothus thrysi-
florus griseus 
Wartleaf Ceanothus Ceanothus pa-
pillosus 
Hairy Ceanothus Ceanothus oligan-
thos 
Sandscrub Ceanothus Ceanothus 
dentatus 
Black Sage Salvia mellifera 
Hollyleaf Cherry Prunus ilicifolia
Plants that Bloom Through Early 
Winter
Dune Tansy Tanacetum bipinnatum 
Coyote Bush Baccharis piularis 
Vinegar Weed Trichostema lanceo-
latum 
Sulphur-Flower Buckwheat Eriogonum 
umbellatum 
Rubber Rabbitbrush Ericameria nau-
seosa 
Daisy Tree Montanoa grandiflora 
Daisy Tree Montanoa arborescens 
Orange Butterfly Bush Buddleia glo-
bosa 

Feed Monarchs with this Nectar Plant List and 
Encourage Them to Come to Your Yard

Plants that Bloom in
Early/Mid Spring

Sticky Monkey Flower Diplacus au-
rantiacus 
Golden Yarrow Eriphyllum conferti-
florum 
Blue Dicks Dichelostema capitatum 
Chia Salvia columbaria 
Ceanothus cuneatis 
Ceanothus megacarpus,
Ceanothus maritimus 
Ceanothus arboreaus

Another way you can really help is 
to put out a water source during the dry 
months. It must be shallow with landing 
rocks or sand for the monarchs to land 
on while they drink. A metal tray made 
to go under a water heater is a simple 
inexpensive way to accomplish this. 
Place a couple of flat rocks inside and 
fill the water to not quite cover them. 
You will find this is visited by our bee 
pollinators too and important for their 
survival as well.

Herbicides and pesticides should 
not be used as they will either kill the 
insects or scramble their ability to ori-
ent and navigate to find food.  

Tis the season for easy weeding 
and planting so a great time to browse 
photos of these plants, choose ones 
that will grow well in your yard’s sun-
light conditions and phone your local 
nurseries to place your order. The 
monarchs all thank you! 

Dear Monterey County 
Community,

  
For the past several months, our 

county, our state, our nation and 
our world have come together to 
prioritize the health and safety of 
our neighbors during the COVID-19 
pandemic. This pandemic has only 
further highlighted equity issues, 
both nationally and locally. COVID-19 
has had a much greater impact on 
poorer communities than more af-
fluent ones. In Monterey County, we 
know that there are some students 
who have not had the same learning 
opportunities as others because of 
circumstances beyond their control. 
We know that language barriers 
have made it difficult to reach some 
of our families. We know that there 
are families facing housing and food 
insecurity.

I also want to make clear some-
thing we know, but do not always 
explicitly say: issues of equity include 
issues of race. I have been incredibly 
saddened by the recent, and very 
public, deaths of two black men: Ah-
maud Arbery and George Floyd. Yet 
I know that while these stories have 

made the news, there are unreported 
injustices experienced by people of 
color every day, in every city in our 
nation. These injustices have plagued 
our nation for too long.

We each have a responsibility to 
act and a unique role to play to com-
bat the tragedies that have unfolded, 
most recently in Minnesota and Geor-
gia. This is a call to action to educate 
friends, neighbors, colleagues and 
our children how to peacefully voice 
our outrage regarding injustice, and 
demand respect for every human 
being regardless of race, ethnicity, 
and economic status. It is important 
to remember our children seek to un-
derstand these events, and as adults, 
we must teach them to peacefully 
speak up    against injustice, racism 
and inequity.  

I encourage everyone to read the 
moving and powerful words shared 
today by our State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, Tony Thurmond. 
He and the California Department of 
Education will be, “launching a series 
of discussions that will include super-
intendents and educational leaders 
from across California, students, 
teachers, school support staff, par-
ents, and caregivers.” Thurmond also 
intends to, “convene stakeholders in 

discussions of implicit bias beyond 
schools to include leaders of state-
wide and national law enforcement 
organizations, elected officials, civic 
community leaders, and more.”

As Monterey County Superinten-
dent of Schools, I and our organiza-
tion, the Monterey County Office of 
Education publicly denounce these 
actions of hatred and violence. We 
are deeply saddened for the families 
who have been destroyed and the 
loved ones lost. Communities must 
come together to make meaningful 
changes to our systems which create 
and perpetuate racism in all levels of 
society.

Now is the time that we all should 
join together to do our part. The 
first step we can take is to educate 
and raise our voices on behalf of our 
children.

  
How can we all make a difference 

to halt racism and injustice? Here are 
some suggestions.
• Speak up when you are witness 

to an injustice or some form of 
racism.

Six Steps to Speak Up
• 5 Ways to Show Up for Racial 

Justice Today

A Message from the Monterey County Superintendent of Schools
• Talk to your children with com-

passion.
• Teaching Tolerance provides re-

sources for talking to kids about 
race and racism

• Educate yourself through the 
eyes of those most impacted.

• Black parents describe “The Talk” 
they give to their children about 
police

 Black Parents Know about “The 
Talk” – White Parents, It’s Your 
Turn

Raising Race Conscious Children
A Conversation on Race

Today, I call on our parents, ed-
ucators, leaders, and all community 
members to begin meaningful and 
impactful dialogues on racism and 
implicit bias in our schools and in our 
communities. We must move forward 
from this moment in unity and focus 
on bringing about true and sustained 
changes to our long-standing sys-
tems of inequity.  

Dr. Deneen Guss
Monterey County Superintendent 

of Schools

35TH Annual Big 
Sur Marathon, 
Originally 
Postponed, Has 
Been Cancelled 
Due to COVID-19

Race officials halt plans for week-
end-long celebration of running

The 2020 Big Sur International 
Marathon, originally rescheduled 
from its late April date to November 
15, has been cancelled. The Big Sur 
Marathon Foundation’s governance 
board made this difficult decision as 
they continued to monitor updates 
from county, state, federal, and in-
ternational public safety and health 
agencies regarding the global coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

“Our highest priority is always the 
wellbeing of our participants, volun-
teers, spectators, and our residents. 
As a mass participation event, we feel 
that planning any race this year is not 
the right thing for our community,” 
said Doug Thurston, Race Director. 

The Monterey Bay Half Mara-
thon, also produced by the Big Sur 
Marathon Foundation (BSMF) and 
originally scheduled for November 
14, will be held as a virtual event. 
Registration for the virtual Monterey 
Bay Half Marathon is scheduled to 
open this summer.

All entrants of the 2020 Big Sur 
Marathon, Relay, 21-Miler, 11-Miler, 
12K, and 5K have been given the op-
tion to either receive a 60% refund of 
their race entry or to donate their en-
try fee to help the Big Sur Marathon. 

Pacific Grove lived up to its 
reputation as a number of Pa-
cific Grove residents gathered 
Wednesday in a peaceful protest 
in solidarity with others across the 
country protesting over the killing 
of George Floyd in Minneapolis. 
Photo courtesy Jocelyn Francis.

Peaceful 
Protest
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5/11/2020
 Fall on city property \ Junipero & 3rd 
 Theft of personal property \ Scenic Avenue 
 Past tense report of lost/stolen cell phone.
 Victim reported fictious checks were made and attempted to be cashed in 

with his name and signature.
 Lost wallet  (prop) \ Wallet lost on beach Saturday

5/12/2020
• SIP violation \ Dolores & 7th   cg2000223 A sip violation of a restaurant sitting 

and serving customers.
• Civil assist \ ocean & verde  st 
 Civil issue involving a customer and retail business.
• Dog vs person bite \ Scenic & Ocean  

Person bit by a dog in the owners yard.
• Lost cell phone  (prop) \  Junipero/Ocean 

5/13/2020
• Theft of personal property \ Mission & 4th  
 Theft of a bicycle, no suspect info.
• Peace disturbance   415 on the beach \ scenic/11th  av cg2000228
 RP reported a peace disturbance on the beach. Subject was contacted and 

initially taken into custody. Subject was later released from custody with no 
charges.

• Possession of narcotic cnt \ San Carlos & 5th  St  
Three adults cited for various drug related charges. One cited for making 
false police report.

• Accident: private prop-drivable /   \ Dolores & 4th   
• Vehicle vs house hit and run traffic collision.

5/15/2020
• Trespass:occ prop w/ \ San Antonio/13th  Ave. RP reported signs of possible 

habitation in a hotel room with no signs of forced entry.
• Dog at large  (ani1) \  m Verde/13th   
 A citizen found a loose dog and brought to the dept for safe keeping.  Shortly 

after the dog owner called the dept reporting their dog escaped through a 
fence.  The dog was returned to the owner and repairs will be done to fence.

5/16/2020
• 72 hour hold A subject was placed on a 72 hours hold. A firearm was taken 

for safekeeping.
• Lost credit card  (prop) \  Dolores/7th   cc2000239
 A resident reported a lost credit card.
• Attempted shoplifting \ San Carlos & 7th  Ave. Attempted shoplifting at a local 

business. Suspect was GOA .

5/17/2020
• Lost mens wallet  (prop) \  Junipero & 6th Report of a lost mens wallet.
• Possession of unlawful paraphernalia \ Mission & 7th  Suspect Koranda, 

Courtney. . .04/12/88 A female was arrested for possession of drug parapher-
nalia, providing false Information and possession of lost or stolen property.

• Construction issue  (cmc) \  Mission & 13th Multiple reporting parties advis-
ing of construction in violation of applicable Carmel mc Sections governing 
permitted days and hours. No violations observed by Carmel pd officers;  
Associated party contacted at site and advised of regulations. Reporting 
party unwilling to sign citation & advised of enforcement options by cpd, code. 
Enforcement and planning & building. Ongoing & known issue. Forward to 
city hall for follow-up.

5/18/2020
• Trespass advisement \ Junipero & 6th Report of a male adult yelling angrily 

within business. Subject contacted and given trespass advisement.
• Trespassing \ m Verde & Ocean Suspicious person on private property. 

Tresspass warning given to subject per request of home owner.
• Verbal dispute \ San Carlos/5th  A verbal dispute between acquaintances 

that resulted in one feeling threatened. Reporting party desired the other 
trespassed from a local business. No further action requested. Information 
only.

• Barking dog \  Dolores & 1st   Report of a dog barking while outside of the 
house.  An officer responded and observed the barking coming from a small 
dog. Follow up made with the dog owner and possible solutions were dis-
cussed.

 5/19/2020
• Hacked dating profile  (sc) \  Mission & 8th  RP reported her ex husband 

hacked into her old dating profile. RP stated she created the profile when she 
and her ex-husband divorced but discontinued using it. RP stated  her dating 
profile had become active the morning of 05/19/2020 when she received an 
Email welcoming her back to the website. RP stated when she logged on, her 
profile had pictures from her Facebook account that were never uploaded to 
her dating profile until it become reactivated. RP stated her ex-husband was 
the only other person to have her login information and was the personto 
have done this. RP stated she wanted this documented. RP stated she had 
already contacted the dating website to have her account deleted.

Carmel Police Department
Police Report

Pacific Grove Police Department
Police Report
5/24/2020
• Subject transported to chomp for a mental health hold
• Found property (info) \ kenet pl
• Found bicycle parts. Taken for safekeeping.
• Notice to vacate (info) \ jacobson pk pc2000139
 Posted 72 hour notice to vacate at henry jacobson park for a transient camp.
• Sleeping bag, food bags, present. Container of unkown liquid. Photos in 

Evidence.com
• Ggrdthft:money/labor/ \ Central Av pg2000630
• Unknown suspect took the victim's bicycle
• (drive:lic suspended/ \ sunset dr pg
 Suspect Gonzalez, Octavio 02/10/74
• Ts for traffic violation. Driver was found to have a suspended license. Re-

leased on a cite at the scene.
• Domestic disturbance \ Crocker Av PG
• Found bicycle \ Central Av pg
5/25/2020
• Warrant cite \ Pine Av pg Suspect Anding, Tracy 01/23/67, Warrant cite out
• Drive w/o license \ Ocean View Blvd. Subject found to be unlicensed , driver 

cited.
• Grand theft:money/labor/ \ Sunset Dr pg2000634 Subject reported two stolen 

bicycles
• Found property (info) \ fountain av pc2000141 A cell phone was turned into 

the pd lobby. No Ownerinformation, item will be held for safe keeping. Update: 
cellphone returned to owner

5/26/2020
• Battery \ David Ave. Probation reported a past tense battery
• Violation county ord \ Crocker Ave. Claim of business violating state and 

county health orders.
5/27/2020
• Pine Ave. Prescription drug collection documentation.
• Found property \ Ransford Av Found property.
• Accident tc-h&r-public prop-drivable / Lighthouse Ave. Hit and run collision
• Dog bite \ Forest hill Blvd.
2113 accident tc-public prop-injury / \ lighthouse av pa2000642
Injury accident
• Disord conduct:alcoh \ Lighthouse Ave Public intoxication/Booked Maslanka, 

William, Charles 10/31/48
5/28/2020
• Found property (info) \ Lighthouse Ave Finder found property in the above 

area. Property collected for safekeeping.
• Laurel av Theft from unlocked vehicle.
• Theft \ 2nd st Theft from unlocked vehicle.
• Theft \ 14th St Theft of bicycle.
• Lost property \ Monarch ln pg2000646 Report of lost property.
• Burglary \ Ocean View bl Burglary from vehicle.
• Burglary \ Ocean View bl Theft from locked vehicle
5/29/2020
• Lighthouse Ave Suspect Elvin, Riley 02/02/95 Possession of unlawful para-

phernalia
• Vandalism \ Central Ave Vandilism to vehicle
• Lost property (info) \ Ocean View Bl pc2000144
• Relinquished firearm \ Adobe ln pg2000650
• Accident tc-public prop-tow away / \ Junipero Av Collision involving a parked 

vehicle.
• Rape by force/fear/e \ Forest Ave..
5/30/2020
• Theft \ Asilomar Ave. Theft of a package.
• bat:spouse/ex sp/dat \ Ocean View bl Past tense dv.
• Tamper with vehicle \ Junipero Av Unlocked vehicle rummaged overnight
• Spruce Ave Property damage
• Pine Av Warrant cite out Suspect Anding, Tracy 01/23/67
• Drive w/o license \ Ocean View Blvd. Subject found to be unlicensed , driver 

cited.
• Grdthft:money/labor/ \ Sunset Dr Subject reported two stolen bicycles
• Fountain Av /A cell phone was turned into the pd lobby. No Ownerinformation, 

item will be held for safe keeping. Update: cellphone returned to owner
5/26/2020
• \ David Ave. Probation reported a past tense battery
• Violation county ord \ Crocker Av Claim of business violating state and county 

health orders.
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Peter Silzer
STORYTIME

Puzzle is on page 6

Family Puzzle Solution
Peter Silzer
HORSE FEED

Puzzle is on page 6

Puzzle Solution

Basketry 
Silk Painting Paper Making 

Cooking Gardening

Online registration form, limited class size, sign up today!  

Go Online to Fill Out Registration Form 
and to Find Out More Information! 
www..rstnightmonterey.org 

Early and Late Supervision available 

Drawing          Photography           Sculpture
Painting              Print Making          Mixed Media       

ARCHER PARK COMMUNITY BUILDING - 542 ARCHER STREET, MONTEREY  
831-373-4778, info@.rstnightmonterey.org 

Call us at 831-324-4742 
for calendar, advertising,
and legal publication needs.

Your news and opinions are always welcome. 
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 Plaques 

PG Public Art Scavenger Hunt #4

Chatauqua Hall
16th Street at Central 

John Denver Memorial
Oean View at Asilomar Ave.

General S� lwell Flagstaff 
165 Forest Avenue

Ed Ricke� s’s Pacifi c Biological Lab 
165 Fountain Avenue

Perkins Park
Opposite 671a Ocean View Blvd. 

Andy Jacobsen Park
Ocean View at 7th Street 

Lots more plaques in here
68 Asilomar Avenue 

Gary Kildall IEEE Milestone 
801 Lighthouse Avenue

Christmas Tree
Central Avenue at Grand

PG Honors Veterans
PG City Hall, Laurel entrance 

Sunset Drive at Jewell Avenue Sunset Drive at Jewell Avenue 

Pacific Grove Scavenger Hunt
By David Laws
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Breaker Baseball Retrospective

Brian “Woodie” Wood

On Friday, May 29, the seniors of Pacific Grove High School Class of 
2020 officially graduated. Among them were nine members of the Varsity 
Baseball team. The year turned out to be a lost season due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, but their baseball history as a Breaker has been a storied one. PG 
won their division in both their Freshman (’17) and Junior (’19) seasons), in-
cluding advancing to the semi-final game of the CCS playoffs before bowing 
out last year. 

Under normal circumstances, the last home game of the season would 
be “Senior Day” where each of the graduating players would be honored 
before the game and escorted onto the field with their families. A short note 
would then be read about each of them with a chance to give a “shout out” 
to those helped them along the way. Every player singled out their families 
for believing in them and providing encouragement throughout their baseball 
careers. This article is written to honor the PG seniors. 

Coach Gil Ruiz was understandably disappointed with the loss of the 
season. However, at the same time he was extremely proud of how the team 
was coming together during their short time together. All nine seniors will 
be attending college next year—seven are headed to MPC, one to Cal Poly 
SLO, and one all the way to Baylor University in Waco, Texas. Many of the 
players have played in their last competitive baseball game which for most 
started back in 2008 in t-ball here in the Shetland Division of Pacific Grove 
PONY. Some will continue their odyssey on the diamond at MPC, but all will 
have fond memories of their time as a Breaker baseball player. 13 years of 
baseball! 

For me, it is also a bittersweet time, having coached many of these play-
ers in youth baseball along the way and followed their development both in 
the game of baseball and as men. I interviewed each of the players, asking 
them six questions: 

• What was your earliest baseball memory? 
• What was your favorite team & who was your favorite player growing 

up? 
• What was your favorite PGHS baseball memory? 
• What are your outside interests other than baseball? 
• What are your plans for next year? 
• Any people you would like to acknowledge? 

I also gathered insights from Coach Ruiz and Coach Jeff Gray (JV Base-
ball Coach) with whom the nine had worked with closely over these past four 
seasons. 

Favorite PGHS baseball memory. Most brought up a team memory, not 
an individual one winning the two divisional titles, especially last year when 
it came in a victory over a tough Soledad team who, one year earlier, had 
beaten them by 20 runs in one game. This gives you an idea of the character 
of the Breakers seniors. However, I have my own favorite individual moments 
that I will add in for them. 

Favorite team & player growing up. You would not be surprised to know 
that the Giants were an overwhelming favorite team as was Buster Posey as 
favorite player. Even Colton Bell who has been brought up in the less than 
ideal household of a father (Craig) who is a die-hard Dodger fan, bleeds Gi-
ants black and orange. Most players said they admired Buster Posey s work 
ethic and how he played the game. Remember they were only eight years 
old when the Giants won the 2010 World Series, so their entire baseball 
playing career has had #28 behind the plate in San Francisco. 

Chad Ventimiglia, first base, outfield. Chad’s path to the varsity team was 
a rocky one. As a sophomore he broke his cheekbone sliding into teammate 
Chianti Carter and was out for most of the season. However, he bounced 
back last season returning the JV team and had some big hits (home runs) 
leading the JV team to the Junior Division title. Coach Ruiz acknowledged 
his positive attitude. He remembers playing t-ball at age 5 or 6 in Monterey 
and putting on his glove for the first time. His favorite player? Jackie Rob-
inson for how he changed the game. In the final JV game of his Freshman 
season, Chad hit a double to win the game. He was an outside linebacker on 
the football team and likes to work out. He is headed to MPC and hopes to 
move on to the Police Academy (like father, like son). 

A lost season: But Not a Losing One
Jordan Booker, centerfielder, pitcher. The oldest of four children, includ-

ing sophomore player Jacob, Jordan will be studying at MPC in the fall with 
a hope of transferring to Cal Poly SLO. He claimed the starting CF job this 
season and Coach Ruiz acknowledged his outstanding defensive play. He 
remembers playing Pinto baseball (coach pitch) at Robert Down on Satur-
days. Favorite team & player? Giants & Posey. 

Mario Bonelli, outfield. Mario also played on the JV team in 2019 and 
along with Chad provided the leadership the team needed which Coach Gray 
said was a key to the success of the Junior Breakers winning its division. A 
big moment for him, was hitting a walk-off grand slam to right field at the JV 
Field (his first ever home run). During the short season this year, he made a 
game-saving catch in left field. With two outs and potential tying runners on 
base, he tracked a long fly ball over his head, first one way, then the other 
before hauling it in to end the rally and inning. Coach Ruiz singled him out 
for the great improvement he demonstrated, especially in hitting, since his 
Freshman year. Mario will be at MPC in the fall. He remembers playing base-
ball for a Presidio of Monterey based team when he was ten and catching in 
the game. For that, Buster Posey (and the Giants) is for him. 

Jackson Destefano, SS/2B, pitcher. Jackson will try his luck with col-
lege baseball at MPC next year before moving on to an out-of-state 4-year 
college. Coach Ruiz said, Jackson s pitching was going to be key to the 
success of the team this season. His success on the mound in 2019 came 
with several outings where he shut down the other team, keeping the lead 

The Team: 
Colton Bell, pitcher, outfield. Colton is headed to MPC to prep for busi-

ness but is also an aspiring musician who has released several hip-hop 
singles under the guise of Ice Colt. Colton pitched a no-hitter against Marina 
HS during his sophomore season. Coach Ruiz admired how he wanted to 
have a great senior year he came into the baseball season ready to pitch 
and played football for the Breakers for the first time in the fall. Coach Gray 
who worked with him on the gridiron said he never made any excuses and 
always wanted to compete. His earliest memory of baseball was playing 
for the Dodgers in t-ball (yes, his Dad was the coach and picked the team 
name). His favorite player? Tim Lincecum of the Giants whom he admired as 
being a little crazy. 
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Breaker Baseball Retrospective

Brian “Woodie” Wood

Chianti Carter, first base, DH (Co-Captain). Chianti started as a catch-
er for the JV team for two years and per Coach Gray, the Iron Man never 
complained once. During his sophomore year, he was selected as JV team 
MVP and caught every game. This year, Chianti had earned the starting 
first baseman s job as well as being named as one of three team captains. 
Chianti was known for hitting the ball HARD! Chianti (headed to MPC to play 
football and baseball-and afterwards head to Arizona State) had the ability 
to keep the team and Coach Gil loose. Coach Ruiz mentioned that in all his 
years coaching baseball at PGHS, Chianti was the only player he ever asked 
to house sit his pets during a trip out of town. That is the kind of trust he had 
in him both as a player and a person. Chianti remembers the thrill of being 
called up to Varsity as a Freshman for the PG-Half Moon Bay playoff game. 
When not playing baseball, he enjoys working out and playing football. 

Charlie McMahon, right field, pitcher. Charlie is a four-year varsity 
player and had secured a spot as the starting right fielder this season. His 
hitting had come into its own this year at one point he reached base safely 
six consecutive times over two games. His brother Jay (PGHS Jr) is the 
starting second baseman for the Breakers. Charlie will be off to Cal Poly in 
San Luis Obispo in September. Coach Ruiz relayed a story about Charlie: 
With a runner on third, he had one of the best at bats for the team during 
the season. He went to the plate thinking he  would not fail.  And he didn 
t. He hit a slow roller to the third baseman who hurried to get the ball, but 
could not throw out the speedy McMahon, at the same time PG scored its 
first run, starting a rally to get back into the game. Charlie remembers back 
to his Pinto (coach pitch) days playing with Daniel Rosas and Coach Juan 
and how nervous he was before his first game. Another son following in his 
father s footsteps for fandom, Charlie is a Yankees and Derek Jeter fan. In 
fact, the McMahons traveled back to the east coast to see Jeter s last game 
at Yankee Stadium. In his free time, Charlie is an angler. 

Daniel Rosas, catcher, outfield (3 years all-league, Co-Captain). Daniel 
will be putting on a 10-gallon hat and heading to Waco, Texas where he 
will attend Baylor University later this year. Give our best to Chip & Joanna 
Gaines! Daniel is a hitter he puts the ball in play and gets on base. During 
his sophomore season he knocked a grand slam over the left field fence at 
PGHS-his first home run as a Breaker. Coach Ruiz said that he had the two 
best catchers in the league (Daniel and Junior Nathan Wood) with Daniel 
being a very intelligent player which allowed him not to have to worry about 
the catching position for the past four seasons. He also complimented 
Daniel as being one of the most sincere and respectful players he has had 
the opportunity to coach. Coach Gray, who coached Daniel on the Varsity 
Football team, mentioned his tremendous work ethic. Daniel remembers his 
father, Juan, rolling balls to him at Jack’s Park in Monterey when he was 3 
or 4 years old. A lifelong Giants fan, his favorite player, goes old-school, the 
Pirates Roberto Clemente, someone who gave of himself and was bigger 
than baseball. He enjoys hanging out with his family and playing all sports 
(PGHS Football and Soccer) 

Josh Mares, third base, pitcher (PGHS most outstanding offensive 
player in 2019, Co-Captain). Gil calls Josh the most improved player in his 
27 years of coaching baseball. The improvement he made last season, both 
offensively and defensively was a testament to the hard work he has put into 
the game. The youngest of four brothers, Josh is headed to MPC where he 
will put on the cleats for the Lobos. Josh already had one home run in the 
short 3-game 2020 season, but he also had some heads up baserunning in 
a game against Salinas. With two outs and PG down 5-0, Josh was watching 
the pitcher closely from his station on third base and took off running, sliding 
in safely with a steal of home before the catcher could apply the tag. Coach 
Ruiz almost spilled the beans by almost shouting  What is he doing? I think 
he s gonna  do it.  But he did manage to yell  Don t swing  to Chianti Carter 
at the plate. Gil also said that Josh was a great teammate and mentor to 
other players, leading by setting the example on the field. Josh remembers 
playing for his Dad, Ed, in Mustang and his older brother Eddie. He is anoth-
er of the Giants/Posey backers, liking the backstop for his calm demeanor. 
Josh is a fan of family board games. 

Coach Ruiz commented that this was a very good senior class; a group 
of players who understood their roles and worked together as a team. 
After the third (last) game of the season, a loss to visiting Washington High 
School from Fresno, Gil was excited about meeting with the team at the next 
practice to discuss some areas that could be improved upon based on per-
formances during the game. Unfortunately, that practice never happened, as 
school was shut down the next day. 

PG finished the 2020 season 2-1, but the seniors’ last full season as 
Breakers (2019) was as a champion! Thank you to nine great men and good 
luck in your future lives! 

 
Photos by various family members 

safe for the Breakers. His brother Ryan has been on the JV team for the 
past two seasons. Coach Ruiz singled out Jackson s ability to compete as 
a pitcher. Saying a player can compete is one of the highest forms of praise 
that can be given a player. Jackson s first memory was playing baseball at 
Robert Down field. He has followed in the footsteps of his dad, Bob, as a 
devout Boston Red Sox fan, admiring the play of former MVP Dustin Pedroia 
(a middle infielder, like Jackson). 
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Wanda Sue Parrott
Homeless in Paradise

Expecting to be on hiatus this week, I had a 
change of heart when a “Thinking of You” card from  
Nelliejane Ryder, retired Carmel High School librar-
ian, surprised me via snail mail. If homelessness 
haunts you, as it does me, read on!

  “I miss our Crazy Horse brunches” Nellie writes 
about our Sunday after-church meals at Juan Sala-
zar’s popular Crazy Horse salad bar on Soledad 
Drive, Monterey. It’s shuttered because of Covid-19. 
“From 1993-1999 I wrote 60 book reviews for our 
WILPF Newsletter.” (WILPF is the Women’s Interna-
tional League for Peace and Freedom, a worldwide 
organization established in 1915.)  “Thought you 
might like to see how little homelessness has been 
changed since 1993-1994.”

Two book review clippings fell from the card and 
my hiatus ended. Thanks, Nellie, for giving permis-
sion to reprint the columns and your photo, which 
appears in the Unitarian Universalist Church of the 
Monterey Peninsula membership directory.

Book Review by Nellie Ryder
THE HOMELESS by Christopher Jencks, Har-

vard University Press, 1994, 161 pages, $17.95:
In two decades, the tide seems unstemmable. 

Once a personal misfortune of a small number of 
men down on their luck, today the homeless are one 
of America’s most politically sensitive and divisive 
social issues.

Liberals and conservatives each blame the 
other.

Liberals contend the homeless are victims of 
basic flaws in our socioeconomic system and call 
for more and better social programs.

Conservatives believe the existing federal pro-
grams are ineffective and harmful.

Jencks systematically reviews and evaluates the 
large body of research literature and concisely takes 
the reader through a maze of assertions.

Lucidly, compellingly and non-contentiously, he 
unfolds the problem. His subject: the visible, i.e., 
“everyone who slept in a public place or shelter 
during a given week.”

He estimates that number to be between 
300,000 and 400,000 as of March 1987, a fourfold 
increase since 1980.

The Clinton administration claims the number 
to be 7 million.

In Our Own Backyard--Part 32
Would restoring skid row’s cubicle hotels help 

stem homelessness?

Connections to deinstitutionalization of the 
mentally ill?

Speaking to the alarming rise in numbers, 
Jencks, the John D. MacArthur Professor of Sociol-
ogy, Northwestern University, investigates possible 
connections between homelessness and the deinsti-
tutionalization of the mentally ill during the ‘70s, the 
crack epidemic in the ‘80s, changes in the housing 
market, budget cuts, rent control, joblessness, and 
marriage breakups. 

He voices distrust of the effectiveness of a myri-
ad of social programs, stating the problem is not that 
they do not help, but learning which ones are helping

The author disputes a popular tendency to 
identify the fate of neighborhoods with the fate of 
individuals.

Subsidies for low-income housing did grow fast-
er than defense outlays under Presidents Reagan/
Bush due to liberal congressional politics, but this 
did little to stop the spread of homelessness. 

Changes in building code requirement, Jencks 
contends, raised costs.

Mourning the loss of skid row hotels
He mourns the loss of skid row hotels where 

the poor could afford to be off the streets in cubi-
cles-rooms with and without windows, aka Single 
Room Only or SRO.

His data confirm most couples that stay married 
hardly ever become homeless. 

Most people from broken homes do not become 
homeless. 

But, the decline of marriage brought unskilled 
single women and their children to the shelters.

He states, “Unskilled women marry less, but 
continue to have children and thus increase the 
homeless.”

Jencks offers partial solutions: 
Stricter supervision of the mentally ill.
Return of the cubicle hotels.
Rent/food vouchers.
The author fails to discuss the role of “mediating 

structures” (traditional mainsprings of America’s 
strength—devoted to connecting individuals to the 
larger society, giving lonely people anchorage, pur-
pose and meaning to their lives):

Neighborhoods
Churches

Voluntary groups
Reviewer’s summary and conclusion:
This is a bold book. A masterly non-partisan ex-

position of complex data, well-balanced assessment 
easily understood.  

Thomas Main, National Review (4/18/94), calls 
the work a relief from dominant liberal analysis that 
the homeless are a result of a cruel society and the 
dominant conservative analysis that homelessness 
“really” has to be a matter of individual failings.

Jencks closes by stating “the homeless make 
choices like everyone else. . . choices that are far 
worse than ones open to most Americans, but they 
are still choices.” 

Protest Tuesday
While I was preparing this column on Tuesday, 

June 2, 2020, a swarm of at least 1,000 mostly 
masked protestors, reacting to the murder in Minne-
apolis of 46-year-old George Floyd, waved BLACK 
LIVES MATTER  signs as car horns blared like crying 
angels on Canyon Del Rey near the Robert’s Lake 
homeless campsite of 33 vehicles in Seaside. 

As I blotted my tears, the truth was as clear as 
the old cliché that expresses it:

If we don’t learn from history, we’re bound to 
repeat it, whether one or all three aspects of the 
deadly triangle threaten us individually as well as 
collectively: racism, the pandemic or homelessness 
(even more timely now than when Nelliejane Ryder 
reviewed it for WILPF a quarter century ago).

The Monterey County Branch of Women’s In-
ternational League for Peace and Freedom shares 
WILPF’s commitment to justice, non-violence, equal-
ity and true democracy. Their website states: We are 
a community of support, inquiry and spirited activism, 
exercising our freedoms, rights and responsibilities 
as we work together for a just and peaceful world. 

For details, visit www.WILPFmonterey.com .

During the Covid-19 pandemic, this column ap-
pears regularly on the last week of each month in the 
Cedar Street Times at www.cedarstreettimes.com . 
It also appears on Facebook and in Next Door, and 
as FLASH columns periodically as in this instance.
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