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Due to an increase
in COVID-19 cases in
Monterey County, City
Hall facilities will close
to the public effective
Friday July 10, 2020,
until further notice.
•
City staff will continue to work to ensure
City business is still being conducted remotely
Monday through Thursday. We are closed for
business on Fridays. If
you have a question or
need to complete a City
transaction, you may do
so via phone, e-mail or
online through the City
website.
•
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Should you need
to drop-off materials
(payments, applications, etc.) for ANY City
department, a mail drop
off box is located in the
Police Department Lobby at 580 Pine Avenue
(open 7am - 11pm).
•

The Pacific Grove Library is

CLOSED

during the COVID-19 pandemic
crisis. We will advise as soon as
it’s open again.
Library Book Drop is closed.
The library is requesting that
patrons continue to hold
onto their items. We have
automatically renewed all items
and there will be no late fees.
We look forward to serving our
patrons again as soon as it is
safe to reopen.

Here is the link to our
Virtual Storytime:

https://www.youtube.com/playli
st?list=PLvBmztrfc99sP8jg1WtS
0F-zJCHI-AXvg
•

Virtual Crafternoon!

https://www.youtube.com/
•
The Pacific Grove Museum is

CLOSED

during the COVID-19 pandemic

•
WAVE program
July 20-24

https://cedarstreettimes.
com/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/7-3-20web-1.pdf
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For a city and county under
shelter-in-place orders, Pacific
Grove was certainly busy downtown over the 4th of July weekend.
The annal barbecue and concert at Caledonia Park was cancelled. Instead there was a parade
of classic cars, and restaurants
on Lighthouse Avenue opened for
outdoor dining. People lined up

around the block from Juice N Java
to the back of Bank of America for
free T-shirts, and Chamber president Moe Ammar said they gave out
1000, with orders for more.
There was a “March Into
Change” for “Black Lives Matter” on
Sunday, Juy 5, organized by Miriam
Smith and Pause the Calls. Dozens,
carrying signs and placards, gath-

Bob Pacelli
ered to protest the killing of George
Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Elijah McClain nd others who have suffered
police and systemic violence against
Black people. More pictures on page
19.
While area beaches were closed
and parking blocked, there were locals and tourists enjoying the sunny
day.

Governor Announces Selected Businesses
Must Move Activities Outdoors or Close

Governor Gavin Newsom announced that six additional counties, including Monterey County, will
be subject to new restrictions as
part of statewide actions to slow the
spread of coronavirus. Monterey
County was recently added to the
State’s “watch list.”
The county health department
anticipates that the State will order
some businesses in Monterey
County to move their activities
outdoors, and some businesses to
close completely. An effective date
for these changes is not yet known
but the County will alert the community as soon as more information
is available.
We also expect the following to
be ordered:
• Family entertainment centers
and movie theaters must close
indoor services and attractions to
customers.

• Family entertainment centers
may continue to provide outdoor
services to customers, and must
comply with the movie theaters
and family entertainment center.
guidelines.
• Drive-in movie theaters may continue to operate and should follow
additional applicable guidance for
retailers of Drive-In Movie Theaters.
•

Dine-in restaurants must close indoor seating to customers. During
this closure all dine-in restaurants
may continue to utilize outdoor
seating and must comply with the
guidance for dine-in restaurants.
Restaurants should continue to
encourage takeout and delivery
service whenever possible.
Why are large gatherings and

major events the last to reopen?
Large gatherings are ‘super
spreaders’ and create a high-risk
environment. At a large gathering, people can be packed
together with few options to
safely social distance, touch lots
of shared surfaces and provide
little enforcement of face covering
requirements. This same danger is present when large family
groups get together and socialize.
Monterey County has seen clusters of COVID-19 cases related to
families who have gathered and
passed the virus to their family
members.
Why isn’t an activity like
shopping treated the same way
as large gatherings? Because it is
essential, meaning it’s needed to
occur for living and because there
are more safeguards and regulations in place to reduce COVID
danger in those environments.
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Joan Skillman

Gossip & Fiddly Bits

Marge Ann Jameson

Skillshots

Q: What do they call the Fourth of July in England?
A: The Fourth of July.

City Hall Closes Doors

City Hall will be closed effective July 10, 2020 n respect of the COVID
19 virus. City staff will continue to work to ensure City business is still
being conducted remotely Monday through Thursday. We are closed for
business on Fridays. If you have a question or need to complete a City
transaction, you may do so via phone, e-mail or online through the City
website www.cityofpacificgrove.org
•

Should you need to drop-off materials (payments, applications, etc.) for ANY City department, a mail drop off box is located in the Police Department Lobby at 580 Pine Avenue (open 7am
- 11pm).

610 Dennett St. - Pacific Grove
Charming 2 bedroom 2 bath single-story
Pacific Grove cottage. $945,500

PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE
Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy.
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents.
Week Ending Wednesday, July 8, 2020
Inches, as of 8 AM, 7/8/20:
Total since July 1, 2020:

0.01 “
0.01”

Rain total one year ago to date:
0”
_______________________________________________

PG RAIN GAUGE

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is available
at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.
Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Managing Editor Webster Slate
Graphic Design: Dan Bohrman
Distribution Manager: Charbel Samaha
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All contents copyright 2020 unless otherwise noted.
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Blooming-in-Place at Venture Gallery

Venture Gallery, 260
Alvarado Ave., Monterey,(831)372-6279. Features
Artist, Elizabeth Ingebretsenin July..
During the time of the
Covid-19 pandemic, artist
Elizabeth Ingebretsen made
it a priority to have vases of
fresh flowers in her home.
They were not elaborate
arrangements from a florist,
but whatever she could pick
up as she quickly ducked
in and out of the market. To
Elizabeth, they were moments of joy to glance at, in
an otherwise disturbing time.
As temperatures rose with
the onset of summer, her
garden returned the annual
sights of blossoming Hydrangeas, Morning Glories,
and Daylilies. The Meyer
Lemon blossoms brought
the humming birds and the
bees. Dragonflies skimmed
the surface of the swimming
pool and baby Praying Mantis' emerged from watered
Boxwood.
Recording the design
and vibrant colors of the
living things surrounding
her, she draws, immerses
herself in the shapes, value shifts,
and sunlight moving across forms.
Each morning she rises to check
the condition of the blossoms she
captured on paper the day before. In
between new blooms in the garden,
Elizabeth returns to her vases inside
for creative inspiration. Throughout
childhood, her mother and grandmother set beautiful tables for holiday
celebrations. A carefully orchestrated
floral arrangement was always in the
center of the dining table. The entry

hall table would have an antique
silver water pitcher filled with Magnolia leaves and flowers to greet
guests. Oddly, her grandmother had
one, on a silver stand, which tipped
to pour water, and her mother had a
similar piece. It has been documented in one of Elizabeth's paintings.
Her grandmother passed in 1993,
her mother had a small stroke in
2017 and no longer creates floral
arrangements for their family home.
She wonders if her love of captur-

ing flowers in her work connects
with happy childhood memories, the
endless times she tipped the empty
silver pitcher in the entry hall of her
grandparent's home. And, perhaps
fearful of the time when her mother will
be gone, and her own dining table
will be all that remains.
While global media streams reports on the untold suffering of many
who did not have the luxury to shelter
in-place during the pandemic, Elizabeth is thankful she can take refuge
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in creating. She states, “Flowers,
their leaves, blossoms, stems, and
even their fading blooms are painting subjects for me. Whether in my
yard, or in containers in doors, they
link me to both my childhood, and
present day experiences. The things
that survive in my garden are hardy,
and independent of my unschooled
nurturing. My work documents this
solitary time, as we each face some
form of sacrifice and hardship during
the Covid-19 Virus."

New report concludes careful water management
will allow California American Water Company to
comply with Carmel River cease-and-desist order
Building up stored reserves in
Seaside Basin could secure 10-year
water supply without desal
The Marina Coast Water District
(MCWD) received a supplemental report this week from water management
expert Peter Mayer of WaterDM, confirming that with careful management,
California American Water Company
(Cal-Am) can comply with the State
Water Resources Control Board’s
cease-and-desist order and reduce its
Carmel River diversions as required
by 2022 without an additional supply
source.
The supplemental report is a follow-up to WaterDM’s April 21 report,
which demonstrated that a Pure Water
Monterey (PWM) expansion could
provide sufficient additional water
supply to meet the needs of Cal-Am’s
Monterey District for at least two decades. To better understand short-term
water solutions, MCWD subsequently
asked WaterDM to analyze Cal-Am’s
available water supply for the next ten
years, without either an expansion
of PWM or the proposed Monterey

Peninsula Water Supply Project desalination project.
The supplemental report concludes that in the near term, Cal-Am
can build up its storage reserves in
the Seaside Groundwater Basin, increasing the amount of banked water
to draw on. The report also finds that
use of proven demand management
tools—such as water budgets and
adjusted irrigation schedules—will
allow Cal-Am to better manage peaks
in demand. Utilizing sound water
management techniques, Cal-Am has
sufficient resources to halt its illegal
Carmel River diversions in 2022 and
meet demand for the next ten years.
Looking beyond ten years, customers of the Monterey District will
need additional water resources.
WaterDM’s April 21 report noted the
PWM expansion project would provide an additional 2,250 acre-feet per
year of supply to Cal-Am’s available
water resources, creating sufficient
supply potential to meet annual future
demand in 2040 by more than 1,200
acre-feet (an 11.9% surplus).

Monterey County as of July 2, 2020

Cases of COVID 19

Confirmed Cases
Hospitalizations (Cumulative)
Deaths
Recovered
Contacts

2,343 (Change +73)
158 (Change +3)
17 (Change
0)
1,344 (Change+43)
6,871 (Change +151)

To read the full Supplemental Report go to: https://www.mcwd.org/docs/
news/June%202020%20-%20Supplemental%20Expert%20Report%20
of%20Peter%20Mayer%20P.E..pdf.
To read the April 21, 2020 WaterDM report, visit: https://www.mcwd.
org/docs/news/April%202020%20
-%20Expert%20Report%20and%20
Summary%20of%20WaterDM%20
Report.pdf
About Marina Coast Water District
The Marina Coast Water District
(MCWD) was formed in 1960 as the
Marina Country Water District by a
group of local citizens. It was first a
municipal-owned water system with
boundaries to coincide with the existing Marina Fire District. In 1966, voters
authorized the sale of water bonds
to acquire a privately-owned water
company serving the area. With the
closure of the Fort Ord military base
in 1997, the Army contracted MCWD
to operate its water and wastewater
systems and, in 2001, officially transferred the systems to MCWD. MCWD
has since improved water distribution
and storage efficiency while decreasing operating costs. Today, MCWD is
governed by a five-member board of
directors elected by the voters. For
more information, please visit www.
mcwd.org.
About Peter Mayer, P.E.
Peter Mayer, principal and founder
of WaterDM, is a professional engineer and urban water expert who has
dedicated his career to advancing the

science of water management. For
more than 25 years, Mr. Mayer’s work
has focused on urban water management, integrated resource planning,
water use patterns, assessing the
impact of water rate structures and
metering systems, evaluating water
conservation measures and programs,
forecasting future demand with and
without conservation, water loss
control, preparing water conservation
plans, and conducting water supply
scenario analysis. Over his career,
Mr. Mayer has worked with hundreds
of water utilities and organizations
across the U.S. and Canada. For more
information about WaterDM, please
visit www.waterdm.com.
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Jane Roland

Random Thoughts

BOMBS BURSTING IN AIR
&/10/2020
For most of us this was a very
unusual Fourth of July. I have been
thinking of the Independence days
of my youth. I remember when we
were on Governors Island across
from New York City seeing “bombs
bursting in air”. At FT Huachuca,
which was so remote, the men
stationed on the post set up some
pyrotechnic displays. It wasn’t until
we lived in Tucson and there were
yearly presentations at various
stadiums that I truly saw fireworks up
close... Jump ahead many years.
You all probably remember the
book “Tuesdays With Gene”, Jennie
illustrated and I wrote about our dog
Beau. One 4th we were standing out
front talking to friends. Beau ran out
and started to chase a car, He was
hit, and our holiday was spent at the
vets. He was fine, just a few bruises
but the doctor found a needlepoint
needle lodged in his liver (he would
grab at John’s yarns)…it remained
where it was. On the fourth of July
years later, Beau was fifteen and
asleep on our bedroom floor. In the
morning he didn’t awaken, a gentleman to the end.
For many years we went to
Jack’s Peak for a party at the
Smith’s. When they moved, Don
and Lydia Criley picked it up, For
the past ten years we have gone to
Suzie Mattmiller’s. We enjoyed the
gatherings but, needless to say, this
year it was cancelled. We watched
Hamilton Friday night. I can’t say the
music was my “cup of ten”. I am not
much into rap. That being said we
enjoyed the play, the dancing, the
acting and everything about it. I was
sorry I had not reread Hamilton by
Ron Chernow. Lin-Manuel Miranda
was a prodigy. At the age of fifteen
he entered Harvard, at nineteen he
started the script for In The Heights,
his first award winning play It also
garnered many Tony Awards and
starred, yep, Lin-Manuel Miranda. It
is hard to conceive of someone with
so much talent.
On the Fourth I enjoyed the

Broadway production She Loves
Me. Totally enjoyable and typical
Broadway with singable songs and
beautiful dancing. That night was
A Capital Fourth. I was once again
filled with a sense of patriotism such
as I had felt as a youngster watching the parades of the troops on the
bases on which we lived. How tragic
that there are people who don’t feel
that way, who blame us for the sins
of the past, perhaps that is the only
way to bring about change.
Yesterday KQED presented an
evening with Tom Lehrer from 1967.
It was delightful. a retired American

musician, singer-songwriter, satirist,
and mathematician. He has lectured
on mathematics and musical theater.
He is best known for the pithy and
humorous songs that he recorded
in the 1950s and 1960s. His songs
often parodied popular musical
forms, though he usually created
original melodies when doing so. A
notable exception is “The Elements”,
in which he set the names of the
chemical elements to the tune of the

“Major-General’s Song” from Gilbert
and Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance..
He lives in Santa Cruz where he
taught for many years. He is now
92, listed in the telephone book, and
“might answer politely” if you call…
So a quiet weekend hots dogs
and hamburgers and a carrot cake
which I made…I miss my friends
more than I can say but I know I am
not alone.
If someone is interested in gossip, here is a bit of titillating news. I
am sure you have heard about Tara
Reade who has accused Joe Biden
of being sexually forward many
years ago.. I wasn’t very interested
in this story, they crop up all the time.
But Mike Kirch who is Annie’s best
friend and who we condier a family
member came back from an outing
with our little dog. “Do you remember Alexandra McCabe?” I thought
back. In 2007 when I was managing
The Animal Friends Benefit Shop on
17th, a new Executive Director was
hired. Her name was Alex McCabe
(nee Tara Reade Moulton). She was
with us for two years. She actually
spent a good bit of time at the shop
so we got to know her casually. I
must say I haven’t thought of her
since. Mike was volunteering at the
Adoption Center and Alexandra hired
him to head the shelter area. On the
walk he ran into a friend who told
him that Tara and Alex were one and
the same. Looking at her pictures
now and then, she was, indeed, very
pretty…She is all over the internet
New York Times, Monterey Weekly…
you can check out the lurid details
yourself…
I would love to hear from you….I
miss people…

Summer Art Camps with
Dante Rondo 2020
Pacific Grove Art Center
568 Lighthouse Avenue
Pacific Grove

Dante’s Summer Series will be held in the classroom. Yes to social distancing, class maximum is 6, but a minimum of 4 students is required for the
class to go forward. Dante will disinfect the classroom prior to and after classes.
Masks are required.
Register online: https://pgartcenter.org/Summer_Camp.php or
(831) 375-2208 / email: galleryasst.pgac@gmail.com

A Summer Series of Morning or
Afternoon Workshops

Artist and long-term PGAC art teacher, Dante Rondo will teach a series of summer art workshops for youth this summer. Workshops are open to beginning,
intermediate, and advanced young art students. Individual expression and
creativity encouraged!
Any further questions or concerns parents would contact Dante at drondo@
gmail.com or 831-626-4259 (landline).
The Pacific Grove Art Center follows Monterey County guidelines and visible
signage: masks are required for entry and practice social distancing. Hand
sanitizers are placed around the galleries. Areas that have the most human contact: stairwell, bathroom doors, seating areas, etc., are wiped down
throughout opening hours.
Drawing Nature, Animals and Wildlife
June 29-30 July 1-3 Monday-Friday Time: 2-5pm Ages: 10-16
Cost: $180 Members $200 Non-Members
The world of nature, landscapes, animals and wildlife are the inspiration
for this class. We will be working in graphite and charcoal pencils, ink
and wash, and pastels.
Draw Draw Draw!
July 6-10 Monday-Friday Time: 10am-12:30 pm
Ages: 9-16
Cost:
$155 Members
$170 Non-Members
July 6-10 Monday-Friday Time: 2-5 pm Ages 12-17 Cost: $180 Members
$200 Non-Members
This class will explore diverse drawing media and techniques from Graphite,
Charcoal, Conte Crayons, Ink line and wash on white and toned papers.
Subject matter will be chosen by each student, 3D objects, working from
photographs, imagination, portrait/faces, animals, landscapes, and more!
Recommended for intermediate-to advanced art students who want to take
their drawings to the next level of refinement, expressiveness and technique.
Mixed Media Design and Color Workshop
July 13-17 Monday-Friday Time: 10am-12:30 pm
Ages: 9-16
Cost: $155 Members
$170 Non-Members
July 13-17 Monday-Friday Time: 2-5 pm Ages 10-16 Cost: $180 Members
$200 Non-Members
Expressive use of materials with an emphasis on design and color harmonies.
We will work in black and white media, watercolors, acrylics, colored pencils
and pastels. Explore techniques!
Summers End Inspirational Art!
July 20-24 Monday-Friday Time: 2-5pm Ages: 9-16
Cost: $180 Members
$200 Non-Members
Create from your summer travel and inspiration locally! Turn sketches and
concepts into finished drawings and paintings. Using any or all materials,
drawing and painting.

Free SPCA Pet Food Bank

SPCA Monterey County is focused on keeping pets in their homes with their
families during this difficult time. The SPCA offers free pet food every Wednesday
and Saturday from 9 to 11 am at the SPCA.
We are also offering a free SPCA Pet Food Bank event in Greenfield on
Saturday, June 20, from 10 to 11 am at Patriot Park. Patriot Park is located at
1351 Oak Ave in Greenfield. All food is first come, first served, and completely
free thanks to our donors. The event is open to all pet owners in Greenfield or
any other city.
During the free pet food event in Greenfield in May, the SPCA helped 117
families and 394 pets, including cats, dogs, horses, chickens, parakeets, rabbits,
and a hamster.
And on Saturday, June 27, the SPCA Pet Food Bank will be in Prunedale
at the Grange Hall, 17890 Moro Road. All are welcome.
If you need any type of pet food, please come to have at least two weeks
of food safely loaded into your vehicle by SPCA team members.
To Receive Free Pet Food:
Every Wednesday and Saturday from 9 to 11 am at the SPCA
More locations will be announced soon. Please visit www.SPCAmc.org/pfb.
To Help Others:
Have food delivered from your favorite pet food company to 1002 Monterey-Salinas Highway, Salinas CA 93908
Shop on our Amazon Wish List, www.SPCAmc.org/amazon
Donate online at www.SPCAmc.org/give-pfb
We gratefully accept any brand, any size, and food for any type of pet.
Our Pet Food Bank is free to anyone in need, all thanks to you.Online at www.
SPCAmc.org.

Call us at 831-324-4742
for calendar, advertising,
and legal publication needs.
Your news and opinions are always welcome.
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What does God say about freedom?
Bill Cohen
Merriam-Webster defines freedom
as: “the quality or state of being free:
such as the absence of necessity, coercion, or constraint in choice or action;
liberation from slavery or restraint or
from the power of another; the quality
of being frank, open, or outspoken
answered with freedom.”
Freedom is at the heart of God’s
creation because His love demands
the freedom He allows us. But what
does His freedom look like? 1 Pet
2:15-17, “For so is the will of God, that
with well doing ye may put to silence
the ignorance of foolish men: As free,
and not using your liberty for a cloke
of maliciousness, but as the servants
of God. Honour all men. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the
king.” This life is about choosing,
and God has given us the freedom
to choose either good or evil. God
shows us what good looks like, so we
can use our freedom to lead people
to Him, thus doing our part in building
His Kingdom. His Kingdom will be a
place where everyone will feel safe,
loved, peaceful and accepted, Rev
21:4, “And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed
away.” This is possible because everyone there will have chosen to live
with God. And, God only wants to
live with those who wish to live with
Him. If we refuse to follow His Will in
this life, He will not subject us to an
eternity of it. God is gentle and never
uses force. If He forced us, we would
only infect heaven and lead everyone
back to a chaotic world, like the one
we now live in.
He wants us to understand, we
are all slaves, either to God’s love
or to the sin that leads us away from
Him, Rom 6:16, “Know ye not, that to
whom ye yield yourselves servants to
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness?” We
cannot have both.
The word ‘sin’ has been misused
throughout history, God tells us ‘sin’
is anything that leads us away from
Him, Is 59:2, “But your iniquities have
separated between you and your God,
and your sins have hid his face from
you, that he will not hear.” and 1 Jn
3:9, “Whosoever is born of God doth
not commit sin; for his seed remaineth
in him: and he cannot sin, because
he is born of God.” Once we accept
Jesus as our savior, we are reborn in
love with Him and His Will, because He
first loved us, 1 Jn 4:19, “We love him,
because he first loved us.” We learn
that obedience unto righteousness is

Reasoning
With God
for our welfare, not His. We no longer
‘sin,’ but when we do something that
would lead us away from God, we
recognize it and repent to not repeat
it. It is this repenting that works to
transform us, a process God calls
sanctification, 2 Thes 2:13, “But we
are bound to give thanks alway to God
for you, brethren beloved of the Lord,
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief
of the truth:” If we do not believe the
Truth, we will not follow the process of
sanctification, and we will not repent.
Instead, we will be stuck in the cycle
of sin and separation from God.
Some people try to limit the freedoms of other people, but not God.
He gives us total freedom to live this
life without restrictions, even when we
are going to harm ourselves, or others,
or limit another person’s freedom. He
can do this because He knows this life
is short, and those hurt by our actions
can still choose to spend eternity with
Him. Paul and Silas demonstrated
this freedom when they joyfully sang
in prison, Acts 16:25, “And at midnight
Paul and Silas prayed, and sang
praises unto God: and the prisoners
heard them.” It was a choice Paul and
Silas made because they believed in
the eternity God has promised. No
amount of suffering in this life could
dim the light of the eternity awaiting
those of us who choose Jesus, Rom
8:18, “For I reckon that the sufferings
of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed in us.” He pursues
us daily, generously offering to reveal
His glory. Ignoring the Bible and the
Truth within leads us away from His
glory and eternity.
Before we know God, we willingly
submit to the yoke of slavery, our
addictions drive us to do things we
know, deep in our souls, will surely
have harmful long-term effects. Like
the drug, we were introduced to that
gave us a most pleasant feeling and
ultimately led to the destruction of our
lives. Or, the cigarettes we first tried, in
an attempt to achieve the appearance
of cool, which eventually lead us to
addiction and death. My mother died
of lung cancer, and even after being
diagnosed, could not stop smoking.
This is how addictions work; we are
not able to walk away from them on our
own. We need help to free ourselves
from them.
Freeing ourselves from an addiction, once we have submitted to it, is
almost impossible and death seems

the only way out, Gal 5:1, “Stand
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free, and be
not entangled again with the yoke of
bondage.” but, God has provided a
way out, Jesus. Choosing to ignore
Jesus is a form of suicide, in this life
and/or the next. God defines freedom
as lives without bondage to anyone or
anything, other than Him, Heb 2:14-15,
“Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, he also
himself likewise took part of the same;
that through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that
is, the devil; And deliver them who
through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage.” We can
give up our freedom in this life and
commit suicide, or we can invest the
time we have been given to produce
the fruit, which leads others to Jesus.
Jesus came to deliver us from the fear
of death and the bondage it creates,
2 Tim 1:7, “For God hath not given us
the spirit of fear; but of power, and of
love, and of a sound mind.” He gave
us wonderful minds, so we could learn
to accept His work on the cross, Rom
6:22, “But now being made free from
sin, and become servants to God, ye
have your fruit unto holiness, and the
end everlasting life.” and experience
eternal joy.
Jn 8:31-32, “Then said Jesus to
those Jews which believed on him, If
ye continue in my word, then are ye
my disciples indeed; And ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.” How can we be both free and
slaves to His love? Rom 8:1-2, “There
is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from
the law of sin and death.” Apparently,
we choose to willingly walk after the
Spirit, not the flesh, Gal 5:22-23, “But
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, Meekness, temperance: against
such there is no law.” God gives us the
strength to walk away from anything
that would harm us or another person,
1 Cor 6:12, “All things are lawful unto
me, but all things are not expedient:
all things are lawful for me, but I will
not be brought under the power of
any.” and 1 Cor 8:9, “But take heed
lest by any means this liberty of yours
become a stumblingblock to them that
are weak.” Thus, we are no longer
stumbling blocks but have become
slaves unto righteousness, rather than

Hotel room rates dropping statewide

While beach towns are, on average, offering hotel rates about 15% lower than last year’s rates, the impact is more
significant in urban destinations. Rooms in San Jose and Los Angeles are about 35% more affordable than they were
last summer, with average rates starting at $127 and $120, respectively.
Year-over-year room rate decreases are even more dramatic in San Diego, where rooms are 40% more affordable
than last year, at an average starting cost of $98 per night. However, the rate drop is steepest in San Francisco, where
travelers can find 3-star rooms for approximately $85, or 50% more affordable than what was available in July and
August 2019.
The following table shows the 10 most expensive summer destinations in California. The prices shown reflect the
average rate for each destination's cheapest available double room (at a minimum 3-star hotel) for the travel period
spanning July 1 through August 31, 2020.
1. Huntington Beach $261
2. Pismo Beach $224
3. Coronado $214

4. Laguna Beach $187
5. Santa Monica $186
6. Cambria $186
7. Pacific Grove $185

8. Avalon $184
9. Redondo Beach $182
10. Carmel-by-the-Sea $178

the selfishness of this world.
The devil tempts us daily. When
we follow Jesus, He leads us away
from the devil’s temptations, Rom
8:15, “For ye have not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye
have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” The
devil will do anything to separate us
from God’s love, including the use of
false preachers to twist the truth, hoping they can break our bond of faith,
2 Pet 2:1-3, 9, 18-19, “But there were
false prophets also among the people,
even as there shall be false teachers
among you, who privily shall bring
in damnable heresies, even denying
the Lord that bought them, and bring
upon themselves swift destruction.
And many shall follow their pernicious
ways; by reason of whom the way
of truth shall be evil spoken of. And
through covetousness shall they with
feigned words make merchandise of
you: whose judgment now of a long
time lingereth not, and their damnation
slumbereth not…The Lord knoweth
how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto
the day of judgment to be punished…
For when they speak great swelling
words of vanity, they allure through
the lusts of the flesh, through much
wantonness, those that were clean
escaped from them who live in error.
While they promise them liberty, they
themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome,
of the same is he brought in bondage.”
Some of those who have willingly
given themselves as slaves to the
flesh will preach freedom, but they only
want us to follow them into slavery.
“Misery loves company.” Just as God
has called us to use His love to lead
others to Him, the devil calls his slaves
to lead others away from God through
disobedience to their own misery and
destruction. If we want to know who
is calling us toward God and who is
trying to separate us from God, we
need only look to their fruit, Matt 7:2023, “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall
know them. Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven. Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonderful works? And then
will I profess unto them, I never knew
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” God has warned us because He
wants us to choose eternity with Him
over the devil’s lies, which lead us to
death. He came to die on the cross to
give us this choice, Is 53:5-6, “But he
was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was
upon him; and with his stripes we are
healed. All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every one to
his own way; and the Lord hath laid
on him the iniquity of us all.”
Dear Jesus, teach me to live the
freedom you purchased for me on the
cross! Freedom from sin and selfishness, fear, and shame. Amen. Jn
8:36, “If the Son therefore shall make
you free, ye shall be free indeed.”
God has placed us in unique places throughout this world. This blog is
about sharing His Word; please share
it with those who you believe would be
blessed by hearing it. Bless you! If
you would like to receive the weekly
blog, email us at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.
July 10, 2020
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Rudy Fischer

The Big Picture
I want to bring this column closer to
home for a while by writing about things
right here in our hometown. Even as
our world has drastically changed as we
fight the Corona Virus, we have a lot of
good things to write about right here in
Pacific Grove. 1
Here in our town that means the
members of our service organizations
such as Kiwanis, Rotary, and the Mason’s
resuming their meetings and helping the
community, as well as the many volunteers in our city who continue to provide
their services to all of us. My articles
will also include snippets about our
stores, restaurants, and other businesses
getting back to business, and the projects
that are under way and heading toward
completion.
We have a lot of small businesses,
service organizations, and volunteers
who can’t wait to resume their activities
when this is all over. I think these are all
worthy things to write about, and I will
try to do them all justice. If you have a
group or organization you would like to
see highlighted, please contact me though
this newspaper so we can discuss an article about them.

Pacific Grove’s
Service
Organizations
Kiwanis

The service club Kiwanis International was founded in 1915 in Detroit,
Michigan; though its current headquarters is in Indianapolis, Indiana. With
more than 600,000 member, the club
is active in over 80 countries around
the world. Though originally a men’s
club, in 1987 the organization started
welcoming women – and one of the
first women members was Pacific
Grove’s own Sally Griffin (for whom
the Center where Meals on Wheels
operates is named).
Their slogan is “Serving the children of the world”, and each year the
International organization raises about
$100 million worldwide for that purpose.
The local Kiwanis Club supports youth
programs and sponsors Cub Scout pack
126, Pony League Baseball Teams, PG
High’s Lacrosse team and other athletic
events. They organize science camps at
the local elementary schools; as well as a
Santa Project at Christmas to get toys to
needy children. They do this by placing
barrels to collect toys at multiple locations;

then collect, wrap, and distribute them to
needy families in PG, Seaside, and Sand
City with a fire truck the weekend before
Christmas.
They also award scholarships to Pacific Grove High School grads. Each year
their scholarship review committee goes
over the up to 500 word essay/applications received and picks four students for
awards. They also manage the Cory Heitz
Scholarship Fund and give one scholarship
each year from that.
Kiwanians (as they are known) also
volunteer at Meals on Wheels and support
the Gateway Center – and maintain the
white Gazebo in Jewell Park. They also
work with the city of Pacific Grove and the
Monterey Fire Department to make sure
that every home in PG has a smoke detector. Along with members of other service
groups, they provide bell ringers for the
Salvation Army during the holidays. For
the local schools they prepare a pancake
breakfast for the district staff and teachers
each year, provide support for the high
school’s Sober Grad Night.
Kiwanians also put in a lot of volunteer hours supporting things such as the
Half Marathon on Monterey Bay, the Feast
of Lanterns, and other community events.
The local Kiwanis Club member directory
reads like a Who’s Who of active local
residents and includes Mike Niccum of the
Pebble Beach Community Services District (and former School Board member),
Don Mothershead – who used to manage
Pacific Grove’s Recreation Department retired General Michael Carns, Buck Roggeman who is the Principal of the Pacific
Grove Elementary School, Kaye Coleman
who runs the Feast of Lanterns and many,
many other very involved PG residents
Like the City Council, they meet
on the first and third Wednesday of each
month – though a little earlier in the day
than the city council. Their meetings are
generally help at the First Awakenings
restaurant from 7:30 to 8:30 AM, and they
welcome guests to their meetings.
At these meetings they also have
speakers on topics of the day. The only
limitations are that speakers cannot make
a sales pitch, or ask for money. The only
way political topics can be discussed is
when members of both sides are present.
Kiwanis is a great opportunity for men
and women in the community to help their
local community; as well as get involved
in national and global projects.
The local groups’ primary sources of
funds is normally from a pancake breakfast
they hold around the Pacific Grove Good
Old Days celebration. Because the Good
Old Days celebration was cancelled this
year due to the coronavirus, they did not
hold that event, though they are looking at
other options such as having it later in the
year – Labor Day maybe?
If you are interested in becoming a
member, can contact either Mike Niccum
at (831) 647-5604 or Sherry Sanda at (831)
372-4421. You can attend two meetings
as a guest, though you may then be asked
to join the club. You can also fill out a
membership application on-line at their
web site http://kiwanispg.org.

Fictitious Business Name Statement

Legal Notice

File No. 20201107
The following person is doing business as SKIN BY CILLA 222 17th Street,
Pacific Grove, Monterey County, CA 93950. Mailing address 861 W. Acacia
St. #3, Salinas, CA 93901. PRISCILLA TORRANCE, 861 W. Acacia St. #3,
Salinas, CA 93901. This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey
County on July 6, 2020. Registrant commenced to transact business under
the fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on n/a Signed: Priscilla Torrance. This business is conducted by an individual. Publication
dates: 7/10, 7/17, 7/24, 7/31/20

Your Letters

Commentary

Unpaid Campaign Ads?
Editor:

What exactly were the Cedar Street Times editors thinking with the
paper’s July 3, 2020 article “City has No Designs on Monarch Pines Property”? This example of “journalism” wouldn’t find its way into most high school
newspapers unless the faculty advisors were on vacation.
The unsigned “news” item does nothing other than allow PG Mayor
Peake and Mayor Pro Tem Huitt to whine about being offended by “social
media” and “gossip.” Elected officials who can’t handle having their actions
discussed online and elsewhere shouldn’t have run for office. The idea of
“sunshine as the best disinfectant” for government incompetence and error
escapes these individuals.
They are disgruntled over citizens discussing the City’s repeated efforts to destroy the Monarch Pines Mobile Home Park by ramming through
the middle of it a strip of “open space” which will effectively close the Park,
displacing hundreds of senior homeowners. Park residents have alluded to
that plan in editorials published by the CST, but have yet to see it reviewed
in a news account. The Times should have long ago sought some input from
Pines residents on their perspective on this issue. Its staff could have even
read the text of the lawsuit filed by residents against the city.
Some actual “journalism” would have questioned Huitt’s insistence about
there being no “plans, discussions meetings (sic) either public or private or
among employees or staff or with the Coastal Commission to do anything
with the property except keep it like it was in 2013, which was the last time
the property in question came before the City Council. (I can’t locate the end
of this quote because the Times omits a closing quotation mark.)
A modicum of “journalism” would have shown that, putting it most charitably, Mr. Huitt is “forgetful.” An amazingly simple search of the City of Pacific Grove’s website would have found dozens of instances of Pines zoning
on agendas and in reports over the last five years. A self-aware local news
organization would know that Monarch Pines residents are almost uniformly
angry with and scared of the PG City Council and Planning Commission. A
real news staff could have asked us why. Look up “Monarch Pines” on the
web. There’s a lot more to the story than just defensive griping by elected
officials.
It’s astonishing that any newspaper would allow Huitt’s and Peake’s
statements to go unchallenged. Unless, that is, the paper has now turned
itself into an unofficial mouthpiece for the Pacific Grove city government.
Regarding “Logic is Hard to Come By…Again” by Joy Colangelo in the
same issue: Colangelo is woefully short of “logic,” because she’s unbelievably short on facts. Rights of way such as that once held by a railroad
corporation are not possessed in perpetuity unless contractually specified,
and are usually limited to pipeline or sewer maintenance under streets.
Otherwise almost every single home in Pacific Grove—or other properties
worldwide--would have some portion held in reserve for whenever some
previous owner decided to exercise it. Would she have us believe that every
property owner who purchased land here knew that the sole entrance to the
Park could be closed off at any time on the wishes of the railroad? Hundreds of homeowners aren’t that ignorant, and neither were the finance and
title companies that handled the purchase of the park by its residents three
decades ago.
The reason for her ignorance is partly illustrated when she tells us regarding the infamous video that “she couldn’t listen to the whole thing.” That
sounds like the child sticking his fingers in his ears and chanting “La la la la
I can’t hear you” rather than perhaps learning something. Had she bothered
to do some reading, or completed the viewing, she’d discover that there is
no “Zone O” in the park, that far more than a dozen homes would have to
be removed, and since the city has not specified how it wants to address the
fifty feet, there’s no way she knows the City only has plans for a bicycle path.
Or, does she have some insider knowledge to which residents aren’t privy?
It’s clear Colangelo knows virtually nothing about the Park. A simple visit
would show there are no “double wide” roads in the park, only what qualifies
as two-lane streets. Otherwise one could never get fire and EMS services
in the park, and mobile and manufactured homes couldn’t be installed and
removed as needed. It costs tens of thousands of dollars to physically move
these homes, even from one spot to another, but it seems she’d enjoy knowing that was required.
With over one hundred units in the Park, perhaps she could pull out her
junior surveyor’s kit and tell us where the three dozen homes in the city’s
desired path would be placed. As a five-year resident here, maybe she and I
could meet so she can explain to me how she knows “40% of the homes are
empty most days of the year.” If she lives here I’ve never met her.
A famous senator once remarked that people are entitled to their own
opinions, but not their own facts. It seems wise advice.
Jim Joseph
Pacific Grove
Sir:
Thank you for your letter. First, let me point out that Mr. Huitt is “termed
out” so the article would not have been a political ad for him. He cannot run
again.The opening of candidates’ sign-up is not until July 17 so we don’t know
who will be running nor what seats will be available in the long run. The article
with term dates is on page 9 of the 7-3-20 issue https://cedarstreettimes.com/
wp-content/uploads/2020/07/7-3-20-web-1.pdf
I would suggest that you set aside an hour or so and watch the replay of
the June 24 City Council meeting and hear for yourself what Mr. Huitt said and
the statement of Anastazia Aziz. Mt. Peake’s statements were made in a phone
conversation the next day, June 25, 2020.0z
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/m_3HX6961GRMsvkqSCdwmGeJ8rwpRZrR/media/572395?autostart=true&showtabssearch=true
-.Ed
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Don’t call them ’Trailers’
Editor,

Ms. Colangelo’s July 3, 2020 column “Logic is Hard to Come By…Again,”
is quite fanciful. I’m a full-time resident of a Monarch Pines Park that has little
similarity to the impression she has and despises. True: Lots of these homes
came in on wheels, making them “trailers” if you like. But the vast majority were
assembled in hundreds of pieces of lumber, cross bracing, insulation panels,
steel reinforcing, and concrete piers—just like in most modern neighborhoods of
new “houses.” (Obviously she knows virtually nothing about current construction
techniques.) I’ll gladly help her climb under my home to get an understanding
of the permanent components of these houses. So the notion these homes
can be moved around like toy blocks to indulge her desire for a more crowded
community is ludicrous. As it is Monarch Pines has a much more efficient use
of land per resident than places like Pebble Beach or Asilomar Dunes—and
probably her neighborhood.
Ms. Colangelo implies the Park residents must have unlimited wealth since
the video she mentions must have cost a “pretty penny.” Some obliviousness
on film production is understandable, but if she condescended to spend—and
pay attention to—the full thirty minutes to view the production she had two
chances to read how the video wasn’t done by the Park, its management, or
Board of Directors. Actually, the entire effort took scores of hours, but was all
done very cheaply and on one home computer. Of course, if she didn’t want
to watch the full video she could have e-mailed for more information. But then
she might not have gotten information she liked.
Milly Joseph

Monterey Peninsula College
Steps Up for Students In Need

Monterey Peninsula College
(MPC) and the MPC Foundation are
awarding emergency grants to MPC
students facing a financial crisis as
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Grants of $100-$300 are sent directly
to students within a matter of days after a request is received and financial
need is verified.
“Working with Student Financial
Services, we are leveraging all available resources to help students with
urgent needs, including asking the
community to donate to our COVID-19
Student Relief Fund,” explains Beccie
Michael, MPC Foundation Executive
Director and MPC Vice President of
Advancement. “These are extraordinarily difficult times, but through our
collaborative efforts, we can make
an enormous difference for some of
the most vulnerable members of our
community.”
Emergency grant requests can be
submitted online, thus eliminating any
need for contact or potential exposure
to the virus. So far, 225 requests have
been received from students needing
help with rent, food, and other basic
needs. The College and Foundation
have identified $200,000 initially,
which will be expanded as community
partners and individual donors continue to contribute to the Fund. Over
8,000 students are currently enrolled
at MPC, so many more requests are
expected, particularly as the shelterin-place continues.
One applicant, who is taking 21
units and has two young children,
explained that she was working as a
substitute teacher before the schools
in Monterey County closed. Her husband is also suddenly out of work
since the restaurant he works for had
to close its doors due to the shelterin-place order. “I cannot imagine what
this student is going through,” notes
Michael. “I want to sincerely thank
everyone who has contributed to the
Fund so far for helping this family and
others make ends meet during these
exceptionally challenging times.”
In addition to emergency grants,
the college is providing assistance to
students through a number of other
resources, including lending laptops
and Chromebooks to support their
continued learning through online
coursework, providing bags of food
through the MPC Associated Students Food Pantry (a partnership with
the Monterey County Food Bank),
and connecting students with other
resources such as internet service

providers who are providing free wifi
access.
Fortunately, MPC had a number
of Chromebooks and laptops available for loan thanks to several grants
secured by the Office of Advancement
and MPC Foundation. This includes a
Hispanic Serving Institution grant from
the Department of Education, and a
$21,000 grant from the Community
Foundation for Monterey County’s
Community Impact grant program focused on serving English as a Second
Language (ESL) students.
To contribute to the COVID-19
Student Relief Fund, please visit
www.mpcfoundation.org/give or mail a
check to MPC Foundation, COVID-19
Student Relief Fund, 980 Fremont
Street, Monterey, CA 93940.

MPC Foundation
established in 1994
Monterey Peninsula College Foundation advances the educational experience of students, faculty, and staff
of the Monterey Peninsula College by
raising funds for student scholarships,
instructional and library materials,
professional development for faculty
and staff, facilities improvements and
academic programs. The Foundation
is committed to the concept that education is the means by which people
may reach their full potential. To learn
more about the MPC Foundation,
please visit www.mpcfoundation.org
and follow us on Facebook.
Monterey Peninsula College
established in 1947
Monterey Peninsula College,
part of California’s public community
college system, is an open-access
institution, committed to fostering student learning and success by providing
excellence in instructional programs,
facilities and services to support the
goals of students pursuing transfer,
career, basic skills, and lifelong learning opportunities. In addition to the
scenic Monterey campus located on
90+ acres, MPC’s district includes two
excellent facilities in the former Fort
Ord, to serve the residents in north
Monterey County. As a comprehensive
community college, MPC responds to
the educational and cultural needs of
its diverse community, distinguished
for its outstanding academic programs
and strong commitment to student success. To learn more about Monterey
Peninsula College, please visit www.
mpc.edu and follow us on Facebook
and Twitter.
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Joy Colangelo

From the Trenches
Setting the Record Straight

Remember when whipping was in vogue? Oh you probably don’t know
what I’m talking about. I kinda just jumped into the middle of a conversation but it’s in reference to letters to the editors around the area pleading
“not to judge Father Serra by our standards of today.” What they are
saying, these expert historians is “everybody was whipping people - it was
how you got people to behave” which is pretty much admitting that Father
Serra didn’t bring Christianity to the native tribes, he imposed it upon them.
There’s no better way than the crack of a whip and the scars it leaves
behind to teach about God’s love for you. And apparently, for priests, no
better way to get into heaven than to force people to come along with you.
Anyway, even though everyone was whipping everybody else depending
on who was in charge, not all whippers have statues, just religious leaders.
Pretty ironic for those who preach you should not bow to false idols. Like
a statue. It’s confusing I know. But all in all, Serra was just going along
with the whipping fad and we all have to be super glad that is over. Now
we just excommunicate people where a priest condemns you to everlasting fire. If you’ve never been to a ceremony, you’re missing something as
brimstone is hurled around with a crack in the silence much like that whip.
I’ve been to one - my very own excommunication at 8 years old, with my
little church dress on and ribbons in my shoes. It was a nice moment and
I’m glad I dressed up for it. Why would they do such a thing to a 8 year old
(actually I’m a twin so it was the two of us) - oh, our parents were divorcing. Turns out they were never married, but the Church didn’t research
stuff like that before they sent you to hell because I guess there’s nowhere
hotter for them to send you. Just one standard version of hell no matter the
atrocity. Or maybe I have an especially hot corner to hang out in. My dad
and mother were forgiven by the way. The children were not. Just a sweet
moment in history some 57 years ago. Not that I’m holding a grudge. The
Catholic church is though and maintain that I’m hellbound. The ribbons did
nothing for me.
And then there’s letters to our editor about my column on the mobile
home territorial showdown - they want me fired. I’m accused of ageism
by a home owners association that has age restrictions. I’m accused of
dishonoring the vocations of those who say we should protect affordable
senior homes by people who, if I could place a bet, have other homes, or
homes sitting in a trust or homes that were sold in order to buy in a park
with an ocean view. Now I don’t care if the trailer is their fifth home - but
they certainly can’t play the “affordable” card unless this is their first home
ownership. If you check out the sales that are active today, there’s one
for sale at over $800,000 and another at $388,000. Wow that actually is
affordable but wait....if you buy it, you are only buying the ability to put
your own trailer on the site and you still don’t own the land -- this trailer
has to be removed. Which brings us to the letter to the editor that questions my missive that “mobile” homes can be moved (to make way for the
open space designation). They say they don’t move or are too costly to
move and I’m making a ridiculous claim. Well, it costs between $2,000
and $10,000 to move them and I’d have to ask, why is this affordable one
being moved? We can watch that spot and see what happens with its replacement. You know, the one being moved in because they’re mobile.
The official document posted by the leader of their pack says they are
suing the City because the area was never designated as open space with
a railroad right of way. He says that this 10 acres was a railroad yard for
passengers from Sand City going to Sunset but was not a right of way
for the railroad. The path still runs from Sunset but deadends at a gate
at the mobile park, disappears and then starts back up at the pedestrian
path. That parcel was sold to the corporation that now owns the land and it
seems to me the park should be suing they guy that sold them the parcel,
not the City. Someone put a fence up on one side, paved a 25 foot street
to a gate on the east side of the park. You can see the gate (a few years
ago it had to be left open and the “private property” sign taken down (a
la Coastal Commission findings likely) as it closes off the unused egress.
Why is it unused? If it’s not a real ingress/egress and is locked, why retain
the driveway. Why paint the crosswalk from the pedestrian path diagonally
to the north? How many diagonal crosswalks are there in the city? Is it
because you want the riff raff headed over to the coastline to look at the rip
rap? Well, the Coastal Commission wants the riffs and raffs to have access
to public right of ways (and it frowns on the rip rap too but that’s been covered in other columns).
So this 25-foot road is really, trailer front to trailer front, 50 feet according to google maps. My street is 18 feet curb to curb and 30 feet porch to
porch using the same measuring tool. Your letter states that street has to
be wide for firetrucks but I can assure you that garbage and firetrucks use
my street with ease and it has parking on one side, giving them 9 feet to
use. Why such a large road? Why did you design around it when none of
the other roads in the park are near this big. Hmmmm, is it a retention of
the right of way? And you make note that the right of way is 12.9 acres
and does not include the park. Google says that stretch from Sunset to
the west deadend at the park is a bit over 8 acres. It says the park is 4
acres. Using my calculator, that magically comes to the 12 acres you say
is the historically verified right of way. That’s why it’s a 50 foot road. That’s
why it’s gated. That’s why you designed around it. That’s why there’s an
egress. That’s why the crosswalk gerrymanders to the north. It’s not for
firetrucks any more than the park is affordable for first time homebuyers
that don’t even own the land under them, making them in fact, more expensive than most of the homes here that get the bonus land under them.
And ageism is coming from your end, not mine. Most of the population
aren’t allowed to afford your mobile homes. I await your letters.
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Pacific Grove
Scavenger Hunt

Photos By David Laws
PG Public Art Scavenger Hunt #9

581 Pine Avenue

555 Ocean View Boulevard

Inn Signs
255 Ocean View Boulevard

701 Asilomar Avenue

1150 Jewell Avenue

1150 Lighthouse Avenue

1101 Lighthouse Avenue

750 Crocker Avenue

1073 Lighthouse Avenue

321 Central Avenue

643 Lighthouse Avenue

1100 Lighthouse Avenue

My Career as a Letter Carrier

By Tom Lane

It was September 3,
1985, the day after Labor
Day. I'm 21 years old. A
busy day, and my first
day as a United States
Postal Service employee.
A mailman. The morning
was a blur. Post-Holidays are always hectic at
the USPS.
How did I get here?
I knew very little about
being a mailman. But I
needed to make a very
early career change.
From 1982 until September 1985, I worked as
a Hotel banquet set-up
person. Basically, getting
dining and conference
rooms available for
various groups. It wasn't
a physically tough job, but it was demanding. And the hours were
scattered. Three hours of sleep was kind of normal during busy
times of the year (Summer, Christmas). By 1985, there were only
three of us on the job. Luckily, my best friend was in charge. The
work was steady, but the pay was barely above minimum wage.
And in the Summer of '85, I could tell that moving up to a higher pay
job would be a long shot.
At some point I saw an ad in the paper about Postal jobs. I was
interested right away. Took a test1 with hundreds of others and
then forgot about it. Then one day in July '85 a letter arrived with
my test score and an offer for a job interview. I was still skeptical. If
I didn't get the job, that was okay, I still had the hotel one. But a few
days later, I got the call that I was accepted. A few more tests later
and there I was. Right on the workroom floor as numerous carriers
and clerks zoomed by me.
By the time I started in the mid-80's the workforce was a combination of Military veterans (some Vietnam ones) and younger
20-somethings like me. The work was steady, and paid more than
my hotel job which I gave up. Only once did I struggle to get my
hours, and that didn't last long.
By 1988 I was a full-time employee. By 1991 I had my own
route. I stayed on that one for 15 years. In 2006, I moved routes.
Stayed on that one for another 14 years. That is where I stayed
until this year.
I spent my whole Postal career delivering in one city, Pacific
Grove, a town with a population around 16,000. Among its closest,
more famous neighbors are Pebble Beach, Monterey and Carmel.
The city turned out to be a good fit for me. Not a busy town at all.
A place that likes to bill itself as the "Last Hometown". Lots of good
folks there. Funny thing about PG is that I knew very little about the
town when I first started working there. But delivering in one town
for 34 1/2 years? That was something that I was proud of. Kind of
like an athlete playing his whole career for one team.
From 1985 until 2020 I've seen the Postal service change in
dramatic ways. Automation came in around the mid-90's. Routes
expanded. The Military veterans I started with were now retired,
changing how things looked inside our office.
The biggest change occurred in the 2010's when the layers
of command within the USPS expanded. Local Postmasters and
Supervisors became hamstrung in how they could run their offices.
Layers upon layers of "District Managers" began to take over. And
escalating small mistakes with threats of termination was the new
normal. Modern technology also played a big part. With GPS,
management knew where and mostly what you were doing while
out of the office. Discipline was handed out more often, the likely
result of local Supervisors feeling pressure from above to come up
with unrealistic office &amp; street numbers.
First class mail began to drop as people started to pay their bills
online and send fewer personal letters. For me, it was sometime in
2012 that I noticed the packages starting to rise. Even though the
Internet had been around since the late 90's, and sites like QVC
and the Home Shopping Network were thriving, it was the rise of
Amazon that really became the driving force within the USPS. With
less 1st class mail to deliver, management expanded the routes,
just as packages were picking up steam. There were days when
my truck was so full, I couldn't fit all the packages. Trucks were
another issue. Outdated for this package era, too small and always
breaking down.
Now in 2020 Amazon is king. It's package business basically
runs the Postal Service. This 2020 pandemic has made things
even more intense. It's Christmas everyday.
I made up my mind to retire sometime in the Fall of 2018. With
a longer route and hundreds of packages daily, my body was starting to falter. Back and foot issues that I easily brushed off, didn't go
away as fast. Stuff that I was able to avoid for some 30 years, was
finally taking its toll. The shortage of employees at our office meant
more weeks without a day off (except Sunday) and longer hours.
I've never worked so hard. I always thought when I reached the #1
spot in office seniority things would be a lot smoother. It just didn't
happen. It was definitely time to jump off this never-ending cycle.
So, in late 2018, I penciled in May 2020 as an end date.
I leave with no bad feelings toward the Postal Service. I met a
lot of wonderful customers and employees, many of whom are still
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and always will be friends forever. And I've seen my fellow employees work
their butt off to keep the USPS afloat. Hard working, "Essential" employees
who are just trying to make it through another crazy Postal day. I worked
with so many colorful characters in 30+ years, that I often say I could write a
book on my life in the USPS. I miss the daily laughs and just good friendship
that we often take for granted while we are working.
I'm 56 years old. Some have said that's too young to retire. But I felt
much older while working. And that wasn't a great feeling. 34 years and 8
months. Isn't that long enough? Despite its problems I will always be proud
to tell people I worked for the Postal service. As we've seen during this
pandemic, the USPS plays a big part in the lives of millions. I'm retiring with
a clear mind and no regrets. Looking forward to what life throws at me next.
And that's a pretty cool feeling

Former Feast of Lanterns
Princess Becomes a Cadet

Parker Llantero, who reigned as Princess
Turquoise on the 2018 Royal Court of the Feast of
Lanterns, departs Friday, July 10 to become a West
Point cadet. It was one of her plans when, as a junior at Pacific Grove High School, She also served
as Associated Student Body President. Her list of
achievements goes on: President of the National
Honor Society Vice-President of the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, Associated Study Body Treasurer, and Editor of the school yearbook.
Parker has a number of athletic achievements
on her resume as well. She was varsity pitcher for
the high school softball team for three years and
shotin guard for the basketball team. She was on
the tennis team and volunteered as an assistant
lifeguard.
The eldest of five children, including Lyndsey, Sebastian, Gideon, and
Dylan, she maintained a 4.0 grade point average. Her parents are Leslie
and Richard and she was voted “Most Kind” at PG High School in 2018.

Three from Carmel named to Dean’s
and President’s Lists at University of
Alabama for Spring 2020 Semester

News from The University of Alabama
For more information contact: Melissa Parker, melissa.parker@ua.edu
Dean’s, President’s Lists Students Named for UA Spring 2020 Term
A total of 16,470 students enrolled during the 2020 spring semester at
The University of Alabama were named to the Dean’s List with an academic
record of 3.5 or above or the President’s List with an academic record of 4.0
(all A’s).
The UA Dean’s and President’s lists recognize full-time undergraduate
students. The lists do not apply to graduate students or to undergraduate
students who take less than a full course load.
Tristan McCallister of Carmel, named to UA Deans List
Sophia Melcher of Carmel, named to UA Presidents List
Christiana Smith of Carmel, named to UA Presidents List
The University of Alabama, the state’s oldest and largest public institution of higher education, is a student-centered research university that
draws the best and brightest to an academic community committed to providing a premier undergraduate and graduate education. UA is dedicated to
achieving excellence in scholarship, collaboration and intellectual engagement; providing public outreach and service to the state of Alabama and the
nation; and nurturing a campus environment that fosters collegiality, respect
and inclusivity.
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Policeeport
6/27/2020
• Pc fight/etc in public \ sunset dr
information report
• 2215 487 pc grand theft \ country
club gate property was taken
during a dispute6/27/2020
• Pc fight/etc in public \ sunset dr
• pc grand theft \ country club
gate property was taken during
a dispute6/28/2020
• Report of unlawful relationship
Between adult and juvenile •
• •theft of personal pr \ locust st
• Unknown suspect(s) took items
from the victim’s unlocked vehicl
• loud/unreasonable no \ david av
• Verbal disturbance. 1317 info in
mental health hold • country club
gate
• Mental health hold. battery \
sunset dr
Mutual combat. No prosecution
sought. 1617 tc-public prop-injury / \ Ocean view bl bicycle
versus vehicle injury collision
• missing person \ Grand av missing person was later located.
• found property (info) \ esplanade
pk at the above date and time, a
wallet was found and turned into
the lobby. Owner Information is
not known at this time. Wallet will
be held for safekeeping, if owner
comes forward.
• Report of unlawful relationship
between adult and juvenile.
• theft of personal pr \ locust st
•

Unknown suspect(s) took items from the
victim’s unlocked vehicle.

• loud/unreasonable no \ david av
Verbal disturbance. mental
health hold \ country club gate
• Mental health hold. battery \
sunset dr
• Mutual combat. No prosecution
sought. 1617 tc-public prop-injury /
• Ocean view bl bicycle versus
vehicle injury collision
• missing person \ Grand av missing person was later located.
• found property (info) \ Esplanade
pk at the above date and time, a
wallet was found and turned into
the lobby. Owner Information is
not known at this time. Wallet will
be held for safekeeping, if owner
comes forward.
• Report of unlawful relationship
between adult and juvenile.
0723 484(a) pc theft of personal
pr \ locust st
• Unknown suspect(s) took items
from the victim's unlocked vehicle. 0942 415(2) pc loud/unreasonable no \ david av
Verbal disturbance. 1317 info

6/29/2020
• Restrict annoy/mol vict under \
• false alarm (alrm) \ lighthouse av
arlarm call where employee accidentally pushed button
• lost property (info) \ Pine av at the
above date and time, property was
reported as lost at an unknown time
and Unknown location. 1
• pc theft of personal pr \ sunset dr
• Theft of bicycle case unfounded
• Recovered stolen/embezzled vehicle. •
• found property (info) \ Lighthouse Av
At the above date and time, money
was found and turned into the lobby.
• Sunset dr At the above date and
time, near the above location, a
phone was found and turned into
the lobby. Owner information is unknown. Item held for safekeeping.
6/30/2020
* Fall on public prop \ Briggs av fall
on public property
• mcdss cross report \ 12th st mcdss
APS cross report received.
7/1/2020
• grafiti:prop damage \ Geo Washington Pk graffiti in the park.
7/2/2020
• pc vandalism \ 14th st dispatched to
a vandalism
• pc grand theft \ Eardley Av theft of
items from a vehicle
• found property (info) \ lighthouse
av on the above date and time, a
subject surrendered property to
pgpd records.
Property placed in evidence locker
Distribution of personal information
related to juveniles, victims of domestic
violence and\or victims of sexual
assault is unlawful. If such information is
included in this report do not disclose or
publish. Return this report to the records
section of the agency listed above.

• found narcotics \ Forest av information report
• private prop tow (info) \ Country
Club Gate on the above date and
time pgpd records was notified of a
private property tow.

7/3/2020

* vehicle theft \ Eardley av report of
a stolen vehicle
• ttempted fraud \ Ocean vView bl
report of attempted fraud

7/4/2020

• pc assault on person \ Ocean view
bl report of an assault
• susp. Circumstances \ Buena vVsta
av past tense theft
• lost property (info) \ Ocean View
bl on the above date and time, a
subject called the station to report
lost property. Property remains
outstanding.

Wear Masks in Public

Police Report

6/29/2020
•Lobos n 2nd Report of threats via telephone from a past employer.
•San Carlos & 4th Past tense loss of prescription medication.
• Found wallet (prop) \ scenic
Small wallet found on a bench.
• Peace disturbance San Carlos & 4th RP reported an unknown male in a
lifted pick up truck yelling obsenities at him and challenging him to a fight.
The pick up truck followed the rp as he droveto the Police Department, then
left the scene.
• Found credit card (prop) \ Ocean/San Carlos Credit card left at a local
store and turned in to the station. The owner was contacted and will pick up
tomorrow.
6/30/2020
• Carry loaded handgun \ Carpenter & 4th Suspect Belangee, River
03/24/97 2 Males contacted in the residential area and arrested for prowling,
possession of a loaded firearm, possession of stolen property, theft, fraudulent
possession of Identifying information and a probation violation.
Suspect
Ramos, Christian
11/17/01
Belangee, River, Lewis
03/24/97
• Possible illegal dumping Del Mar R/P reported past tense possible illegal dumping near the beach area. Vehicle Associated with the suspects is
registered to a rental car agency. Information taken as beat info and close
patrols will be conducted.
• Grand theft \ Lobos n 2nd
• Found cell phone wallet (prop) \ Mission s Ocean Wallet cell phone turned
in after being left at local establishment. Owner picked up phone from the
station at 1310 hours.
• Dog bite to person (ani1) \ Scenic/10th A citizen reported a past tense
incident that occurred involving an excited large barking dog that lunged and
bit her. There was bruising on her leg but nobreak in the skin. Information
was not obtained from the dog owner. A brief description was provided.
7/1/2020
• checkbook lost (prop) \ carmel RP lost his checkbook somewhere in carmel.
• Lincoln s 7th
cc2000330 RP reported staff took his wallet and would
not return it. It was determined staff had standing over the facility and took
the rp's wallet at the request of his family due to his deteriorating mental
health, dementia, and fiscally irresponsibility
• Lost stroller (prop) \ scenic/sla RP report she left her stroller parked up at
above location and when came back a couple of hours later the stroller was
gone.
• Found currency (prop) \ Dolores s 6th Unattended $20 bill in the gutter.
The currency was placed into temporary locker pending contact with owner.
• Burglary:second degr \ rio rd Past tense commercial burglary.
7/2/2020
• D. U. I.
Dui arrest \ Flanders/ hwy 1 Sisterovando, Ismael dob 04/20/62
A traffic enforcement stop for a vehicle code violation resulted in the driver
being arrested for DUI. The vehicle was not legally parked and stored.
• wilful disch f/arm w/gr \ Mission & 5th Av New renter accidently firearm a
live round through the floor of his aparment into the business located below.
The business was closed at the time. It was determined the discharged
round was accidental.
• trespassing \ pnb n 5th st cg2000324 Subject was given a trespass
advisement from a residence.
• San Juan Grade rd Deegan, Kelly, Marie
09/23/78
• Trespassing \ Lincoln s 5th Business requested a subject be trespassed.
7/3/2020
• Barking dog (ani1) \ Torres/6th Follow up made on a barking dog complaint.
The dog owner said she was home sleeping on the night of the reported incident. Information discussed and suggestions since she is aware her dogs
bark at times.
• Pass complet check/et \ Lopez/4th st RP reported receiving a fraudulent
check.
• Barking dog (ani1) \ Valley Wy I responded to a barking dog complaint
and no violation was observed. Contact was made with the dog owner and
stated his dogs were barking for a short time. IProvided suggestion for bark
devices that may assist with prevention.
• Found mens wallet (prop) \ Junipero/4th Unattended mens wallet found
by a local citizen and turned in for safekeeping. The owner was contacted
and said he will pick up the wallet at a later time.
• Accident tc‑h&r‑public prop‑drivable / \ Monte Verde st A hit and run traffic
accident; suspect identified and exchanged information per the request of
victim
• Enter disaster area \ Scenic/sla st Suspect Endsley, Jay 05/16/61 Male
subejct was arrested after entering a closed disaster zone and resisting
officers as they attempted to take him inito custody.
• Enter disaster area \ Scenic/9th st Suspect buccola, theresa 02/06/66
Subject arrested for being on carmel beach when posted beach closed. Also
found to be in possession of bear mace.
Booked
booking \ Scenic/8th st Buccola, Theresa, Irene
02/06/66
• civil dispute \ Ocean 4e Lincoln Civil matter
7/4/2020
• Found purse (prop) \ city of carmel unattended purse was located on a park
bench somewhere in carmel. The finder was visiting and did not remember
which park or street the bag was found. Contact was made with the owner
and she will be retrieving the bag this afternoon.
• Scenic/sla st
Endsley, Jay, Arlen 05/16/61
• Found chairs & surfboard (prop) \ beach/13th Abandoned beach chairs
and damaged surfboard left at above location. Propertywas brought to the
station for safekeeping.
• Counter report (tccr) \ Junipero/Ocean Caller reporting a traffic collision
that occured on private property. Report is for Information only as it is a civil
matter between rental companies and insured parties.
• found cell phone (prop) \ Scenic/Del Mar
• D. U. I. arrest ‑ felony probation violation \ Junipero/3rd 		
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Monterey Police Department

Police Report
Hate Crime Arrest

On June 24, 2020 at approximately 10:00 p.m., Monterey Police
Officers responded to a disturbance
in the area of Jefferson Street and
Larkin Street in Monterey regarding a
White male, later identified as Daniel
Birchell, yelling racial slurs at a Black
male.
Officers learned that Birchell
confronted the victim for no apparent
reason and began yelling racial slurs
at him. The victim recorded the interaction on his cell phone and Birchell
slapped the phone out of the victim’s
hand. Officers reviewed the video and
identified the suspect in the video as
Daniel Birchell, 34, of Monterey.
On June 25, 2020 Monterey
Daniel Birchell
Detectives searched for Birchell and
located him walking in the 500 block of Monroe in Monterey. Birchell was arrested
without incident and charged with battery, vandalism, hate crime, possession
of a controlled substance and violation of probation. He was booked at the
Monterey County Jail and his bail was set at $7,500.
The Monterey Police Department will safeguard the rights of all individuals irrespective of their disability, gender, nationally, race or ethnicity, religion,
sexual orientation, and/or association with a person or group with one or more
of these actual or perceived characteristics. Any acts or threats of violence,
property damage, harassment, intimidation, and or other crimes motivated by
hate or bias will be viewed very seriously and given high priority.

Petition to Administer Estate

Legal Notice

To all heirs and beneficiaries;
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
Dorothy Marie Owen aka Dorothy M. Owen
Case No. 20PR000188
Filed 5/19/20
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: Marie T. Tolsma in the Superior
Court of California, County of: Monterey
1200 Aguajito Rd., Monterey, CA 93940
3. The Petition for Probate requests that: Marie T Tolsma
be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
4. The petition requests the decedent’s will and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the file kept by the court.
5. The petition requests the authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very important actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed action) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection t the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant the authority.
6. A hearing on the petition will be held in this court as follows:
a. Date: September 23, 2020 Time: 9:00 Dept: 13
b. Address of court: Same as noted above
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Former Public Advocate Attorney
Karen Paull to Run for P.G. Seat on
Water Management District Board
Karen Paull, former Chief Counsel
for the CPUC’s Office of Ratepayer
Advocates, is officially launching
her campaign to represent District 4
(Pacific Grove and Pebble Beach)
on the Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District board (MPWMD). Paull voted for Measure J in
2018 and supports public ownership
of water. Incumbent Jeanne Byrne
does not support the transition to the
public ownership of water and has not
announced whether she will run for
another term on the MPWMD board.
“As MPWMD moves toward the
buyout of California American Water
(Cal Am), it will face some very challenging litigation,” says Paull. “I have
fought many long, complicated battles
with well-funded, politically connected
investor-owned utilities like Cal Am. After a PG&E gas pipeline in San Bruno
exploded in 2010, killing eight people,
I represented ORA in proceedings to
hold PG&E accountable and, most importantly, to get PG&E to make its gas
pipelines safer throughout its territory.
Advocating for the underdog comes
naturally to me. I grew up in a working-class family with a lineage of union
activists. When I went back to school to
get my law degree, I promised myself
I would use it to help ordinary people,
not big corporations. Water must be
affordable for everyone. I look forward
to helping make affordable and sustainable public water a reality on the
Monterey Peninsula.”
Paull worked as an attorney for
the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) in a variety of roles
over 15 years. She rose to the position of Chief Counsel for the Office
of Ratepayer Advocacy (ORA - now
called the Public Advocates Office).
The Public Advocates Office is an
independent organization within the
CPUC 000that advocates on behalf of

utility ratepayers. As an attorney for the
CPUC, Paull advised Commissioner
Carl Wood during the energy crisis of
2000-2001; represented the CPUC in
federal litigation to recapture billions
of dollars from energy companies;
and defended CPUC decisions before
California appellate courts and the California Supreme Court. As ORA’s Chief
Counsel, she supervised attorneys
advocating on behalf of ratepayers
in proceedings involving energy and
water utilities, including the San Clemente dam project on the Monterey
Peninsula.
In 2018 Measure J was placed on
the ballot to explore public ownership.
The measure passed by a 12-point
margin. It entrusted MPWMD with
determining if a public buyout of Cal
Am was feasible, and if so, to proceed
with the buyout. The comprehensive
report that MPWMD produced in
2019 clearly demonstrated feasibility.
MPWMD will make a formal buyout
offer after the first of the year (2021)
and may eventually initiate eminent
domain proceedings to complete the
acquisition.
As a trained mediator, Karen has
worked with a nonprofit community
mediation organization for many years.
She currently volunteers as a member
of the board of the Democratic Women
of Monterey County. Karen is a longtime member of Sierra Club, ACLU,
and League of Women Voters.
Karen lives in Pacific Grove with
her husband, Craig Scott, a Unitarian
Universalist minister (retired). They
have two daughters. Anna lives in Pebble Beach with her husband and two
children. She worked for the Aquarium
for 11 years and is now working for the
Packard Foundation. Their daughter
Mallika is professor of education at
CSU Fullerton, where she lives with
her two children.

Special "socially distanced"
family event

"The Secret Life of Pets" this Saturday

The Monterey County Fair & Event Center will be hosting a Pop-Up Drive-In
Movie this Saturday afternoon, including walk-up concession and bar stands.
The 3 p.m. matinee for Saturday, July 11, is the animated hit, “The Secret
Life of Pets 2” and a portion of the proceeds will benefit Max's Helping Paws
Foundation -- $30 per car. For more information or to purchase tickets, email
info@maxshelpingpaws.org.

Run For Fun 13.1 - Half
Marathon Virtual Challenge

7. If you object to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file
written objections with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
8. If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court and mail
a copy to the personal representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four months from the
date of first issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a notice under section 9052
of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
9. You may examine the file kept by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may file with the court a
Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory
and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.
10.1— Attorney for petitioner (name): Rauber Johnson & Black.
1007North Demares, Visaiia, CA 93291
(Telephone): (559)741-1800
6/26 7/3 7/10

Run For Fun 13.1 - Half Marathon Challenge. We are inviting community
members of all ages to join us as we “Run For Fun” while social distancing this
summer. Whether you are a regular runner or a weekend walker, the challenge
is the same. Run/Walk a half marathon (13.1 miles) throughout the months
of June & July to qualify as a finisher. See details at https://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/sites/default/files/general-documents/community-engagement/runfun-form.pdf to participate or visit our facebook page @pacificgroverecreation
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Former Gas Station to Become Multi-Million Dollar Condos
Steinbeck Connection and Favorite Sandwich Shop Noted
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Goodie’s, the former gas station at the corner of Lighthouse and
15th Avenue is about to become a three-story condominium and
mixed-use complex, with two or three restaurants on the ground floor
and a total of 10 condominiums on the second and third floors.
The building was recently purchased by Silco Construction, owed
by Pacific Grove native Dan Silverie, for $3 million. The first condo
has already been sold for $3.5 million, and the rest are to be listed
in the mid- to high- $2 million range, according to an interview with
Silverie in the Carmel Pine Cone.

Bob Pacelli
Destruction has already begun on the home of one of the county’s
favorite sandwich shops. And Goodie’s has already opened at their new
location, 510 Lighthouse Avenue, just a few doors away where Carmel
Roasting Company was located. But the sub shop is not the only claim
to fame by the building.
In “Cannery Row,” John Steinbeck describes how, in the 1930s,
he and his cronies sat around at “Red’s Flying Ace” gasoline station
and talked about the attraction next door at Holman’s, where a man
had been hired to skate around the top of a flagpole on the roof ot
the department store n an effort to top a world record, and prompting
a question that seemed to be on everyone’s lips: “How does he go
to the bathroom?” Turns out the athlete answred “I have a can up
there.”

Steinbeck is also reported
to have purchased a piece of
machinery from Red’s prior to
launching The Western Flyer to
go to the Sea of Cortez. It was
somehow defective and did little
to sweeten their cruise.

Bob Pacelli
Pat Hathaway

Seagull Eye View of Red Wiliams’
Flying Ace Gas Station, 1939. From
the Hathaway collection’
Flagpole skating was not
the only attraction at Holman’s.
There were bands and dog
shows, and the skater was to
relax on a mattress in Holmans
front window.
Pat Hathaway
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Monarch Pines Plans are not a
Conspiracy Theory

Your Letters

Commentary

To The Editor:

Colangelo Writes Nonsense;

Cedar Street Times Should be Ashamed
Editor

I was deeply shocked to read the comments of Joy Colangelo, in your
3rd July publication, regarding the dispute between Monarch Pines and the
City of Pacific Grove. What Ms Colangelo wrote is utter nonsense. While
ignorance of the facts is perhaps forgivable, disparaging and scornful remarks against senior citizens who are under threat is an unacceptable level
of nastiness.
The facts are simple: there is not, and there never has been, a right of
way through the Monarch Pines Park—at least not since 1880. It is obvious
why if you think for a moment: the railroad owned this property outright, using
it as a goods depot and station, before they sold the complete parcel for a
mobil home park. They never obtained a right of way through their own property, since they didn’t need one. Read it for yourself in the legal submission
from the park to the Superior Court of California at: https://drive.google.com/
file/d/1VrhRy_EElYyvKPcUvq8mZIZ_fFBIJQuV/view.
The reason residents feel threatened is that the only evidence the city
can bring forward is a doctored version of a 2013 zoning map. The map
clearly shows Monarch Pines zoned as Mobile Home Park, but on that map,
someone has used a green marker to draw a crude line, by hand, through
the Monarch Pines, to indicate ‘open space’. That’s the sum of their ‘case’.
Of course, the law does not allow the city to just redraw official zoning maps
and declare that their changes are now legal—that is essentially fraud.
Perhaps this was a genuine error, at first, or perhaps not, but in the last five
years the city council have tried a number of underhand means to push
through a revised zoning of March Pines, based on that obviously doctored
map. They have done this with as much secrecy as they could, and residents
of the park only found out when they were discretely alerted by committee
members. Add to this a number of lies and broken promises, and there are
good reasons for the residents to be alarmed.
Vulnerable seniors are under threat because the city is attempting to take
their homes, secretly and through illegal means. To make fun of their fears in
such a scornful manner is despicable. Absolutely despicable. You should be
ashamed of yourselves for publishing this.
Gary Buck
Monarch Pines Resident

Katie Ryan

Pilates

A Nice Walk Program

“”You will feel better in 10 sessions, look better in 20, and have a completely
new body in 30 sessions” Joseph Pilates
I approach my workouts intuitively, meaning I go by how I am feeling that
day. If I am sore, I will stretch more and do a long walk. If I got a good night’s
rest I will amp it up. I have put together a class schedule for the week. I typically like to do a bigger workout 2 days a week. For some reason Tuesdays
and Saturdays work well for me. Here is what I put together but listen to your
body. If you want to walk less or more that is great. Some days I go out to
walk for 30 min and end up doing 90 minutes!
Sunday - Big long slow walk 60-90 min.
Monday - Classic Mat or Intermediate class followed by a 30 min walk
Tuesday – 60-minute walk followed by the Glute Intensive class
Wednesday - Classic or Intermediate class & 30-minute walk
Thursday - Beginner flow & 40-minute walk
Friday - Nurture yourself (long walk in nature, massage, pedicure, lunch
with friends)
Saturday – 40-minute full body & 60 minute walk
A long slow distance walk is a great fat burner. A (LSD) walk can play very
important role in losing fat. When you walk at a quick pace the body starts to
spend energy directly from burning fat. The body breaks carbohydrate for its
energy while you run, but it spends fat if you walk at a relatively good pace.
Usually, people are with the idea that running helps lose fat fast. Actually the
truth is that if you run, you will spend calorie fast, but not by burning fat. As you
run, muscles burn carbohydrate mostly to produce instant energy. But while
you are walking, muscles burn your stored fat. Therefore, if you walk you can
burn fat directly.
Xoxoxoxo,
Katie
Katie Ryan is a certified Pilates instructor with 16 years of experience and
is also certified in Rehabilitation. If you have any questions, please email her
at info@matpilateswithkatie.com or go to www.matpilateswithkatie.com where

This letter is a direct rebuttal to the City of Pacific Grove’s misleading,
unattributed article on the front page of the Cedar Street Times, July 3,
2020, and the opinion piece by Ms. Joy Colangelo on page 13 of the same
issue.
While many of our Federal officials believe in conspiracy theories, I
don’t. What I do believe is that the very real City Council of Pacific Grove is
trying to deprive a group of senior citizens of their homes. In
the above-referenced article, the Mayor Pro Tem stated, “in so many
words … There aren’t any plans, discussions, meetings either public or
private or among employees or staff … to do anything with the
property except to keep like it was in 2013 which was the last time the
property in question came before the City Council.” I may be a “senior” citizen (I’m closing in on my eightieth year), but I’m
neither senile nor illogical as Ms. Colangelo suggested in her opinion
piece. I’d like to point out the first factual error in Mr. Huitt’s statement: On
July 16, 2015 (which on my calendar certainly falls after 2013), a previous
President of the Monarch Pines Board of Directors along with a concurrent
member of our Board met with Ms. Anastasia Aziz of the P.G. Planning Department concerning the City’s
extension of the Recreation Trail. During that meeting, Ms. Aziz used
the words “Eminent Domain”,which sounded much like a threat and directly
contradicts Mr. Huitt. He also seems to have conveniently “forgotten” the frequent times Monarch Pines has been discussed by the Council in meetings
between 2013 and 2020, which would be every time the extension of the
Rec Trail has been on their agenda. Even a “doddering and elderly” person
such as myself can do that simple math. That’s a SEVEN YEAR stretch,
which is quite a lot of “forgetfulness”! “Eminent Domain” is a perfectly legal
process under both State and Federal laws, by which a governmental agency may “purchase at fair market value” (emphasis added) a piece of private
property for public use. As I understand it, the fair market value of the Monarch Pines Corporation property is over seventy million dollars, which includes the underground utility systems, sewers, paved streets, street lights,
landscaped common areas (all paid for by Monarch Pines residents, NOT
the City), and individual home values (the last home sale in the Park was
one that sold in June for about $680,000, even without a water view). The
City of P.G. does not have an extra 70 cents to spend, even if they wanted
to exercise Eminent Domain over a poorly-maintained doghouse. However,
if the City were to successfully pursue its ridiculous extension of the Rec
Trail through the
center of Monarch Pines, the Corporation’s value would plummet.
A second fact that Mr. Huitt, Ms. Aziz, Ms. Colangelo, and every City
ouncil and staff member seem to conveniently “forget” is this: there has
never been a “Railroad Right of Way” through our property. This is a real,
honest-to-goodness, “in your face”, absolute fact they cannot simply choose
to dream away. No matter howmany times they use that wording they simply
are not speaking the truth. Monarch Pines purchased the railroad
train yard free and clear of any encumbrances. Chicago Title Company
would have pointed out any such “Right of Way” in the deed, but they never
found any because it never existed. Why would a railroad need a “Right of
Way” through its own property? The City and its agents are pinning one
of their most basic assertions on a boldfaced lie.
Ms. Colangelo seems to think that we “elderly” are delusional about the
City’s plans and that relocating our “mobile” homes would be easy, but she
is mistaken. We are definitely not delusional but quite cognizant of our
situation. Our homes are modular rather than what most people think
of as a “mobile” home, so they aren’t really mobile at all. I would invite her
to visit the park, if she hasn’t already done so. Then, she could actually see
with
her own eyes the destruction that she’s advocating. By the way, the
video that Ms. Colangelo claims “had to cost
a mint,” and who didn’t even have the attention span to finish it, was
made by a resident of Monarch Pines.
With all due respect,
S.C. Thomas,
Pacific Grove

Composers Offer On-Line
Virtual Concert through Aug. 2

The Monterey County Composer’s Forum is offering “Music
From A Distance,” our first virtual,
on-line concert, Sunday, July 19;
the web site will remain active
through August 2. Music selections include solo songs, choral
works, instrumental chamber
music, and fixed media (AKA
“electronic music”). Composers
include Dana Abbot, David Canright, Steve Ettinger, Paula Kaiser
and Julie Roseman, Mary Lesher, Carleton Macy, Edward Moncrief, Douglas
Ovens, Dale Victorine and Rick Yramategui. Performers include a number of
distinguished guest artists as well as some of the composers.
Web access: https://carletonmacy.com/composition-category/music-froma-distance-mccf/
Many of the selections are video performances linked to YouTube. As
with most MCCF concerts, a wide variety of musical styles are offered for you
enjoyment.
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Patrick Ryan
Local Real Estate Update
Pacific Grove 2nd Q 2019 vs. 2020

The 2nd quarter of 2020 is truly the calm before the storm. The 2nd quarter
comprises the months of April, May and June and does anyone care to take
a guess at what was happening during that time-period. We were in the
midst of the shelter in place and complete lockdown. This was when everyone, and I mean everyone was staying home, businesses were closed and
there was nary a tourist in site.

Large
Gatherings
Still on Hold
in Monterey
County

This time of year in Monterey
County, the event calendar would be
jam-packed with affairs both large and
small: fairs, festivals, racing, music
and the local ‘Big Daddy’ of them all
- Car Week.
But this is a pandemic year.
While many aspects of the comSold
List Price
Sold Price
DOM
Price per sq ft
munity are reopening after lockdown,
2019
38
$1.33 Million $1.28 Million 72
$796
large gatherings are still not allowed not in Monterey County nor around the
2020
29
$984,784
$986,107
13
$790
state. It is a situation that is certainly
frustrating for both the economy and
% Change
-23.7%
-25.2%
-23%
-82%
-0.7%
for enthusiasts and locals who may be
wondering about the status of some
major events.
While California is not allowing
or quick reference to the table above, sold
2019, there were 23 homes that sold for over $1
large events, many organizers may be
means the total amount of single family homes
million, with 8 selling for over $1.5 million. In the
waiting to see if the State may relax
nd
that sold in 2017 and 2018. List price is what the
2 quarter of 2020, there were 8 homes that sold rules for gatherings before officially
for over $1 million with only 2 selling for over $1.5 cancelling an event.
home was listed for and sold price is what the
Why are large gatherings and
home ultimately sold for. DOM stands for days on million. That is quite a bit of difference and I do
major events the last to reopen?
market, or how long it took the home to sell. Price not believe the shelter in place affected this too
Large gatherings are ‘super
much.
per square foot is determined by dividing the final
spreaders’ and create a high-risk
environment. At a large gathering,
The most expensive sale in the 2nd quarter of
sales price by the square footage of the home,
people can be packed together with
2019 was on for $4.5 million for a 3,798 square
which can be useful when evaluating the asking
few options to safely social distance,
foot home on Sunset. There were also 2 homes
price or determining the sales price of a home.
touch lots of shared surfaces and
on Oceanview that sold for over $2 million each.
To begin with, don’t even pay attention to the
provide little enforcement of face covdays on market (DOM) numbers as the local Multi- The most expensive sale in the 2nd quarter of 2020 ering requirements. This same danger
was for $2.3 million on Surf Avenue. The least
ple Listing Service (MLS) decided to halt counting
is present when large family groups
get together and socialize. Monterey
expensive sale in the 2nd quarter of 2019 was for
the days on market during the first few months of
County has seen clusters of COVID-19
$495,000 for a 42 square foot home on Benito
the shutdown. This was a help to the people who
cases related to families who have
st
and in 2020 it was a 914 square foot home on 1
listed their homes on the market, so there homes
gathered and passed the virus to their
Street that sold for $625,000.
would not show a lot of days on market when
family members.
The 2nd quarter was a doozy, with decreases
nobody was able to come down and take at look
Why isn’t an activity like shopping treated the same way as large
in each and every category. I am very interested
at those for sale. The longer the DOM, the more
gatherings? Because it is essential,
to see what the 3rd and 4th quarter numbers show
stale a home appears to the public at large, so I
because the market is absolutely crazy right now. meaning it’s needed for living and beagree with the move that the MLS made. Howevcause there are more safeguards and
Homes are selling very fast. It is like the pressure regulations in place to reduce COVID
er, it did skew the DOM to a -82% which is not a
release valve has been tripped and all that built
real number. I almost left that section blank.
danger in those environments. Large
up pressure from the spring is being released at
gatherings, which are usually social,
The number of homes sold decreased by a
are not essential and keeping those
once. Time will tell how long this lasts, but I see
negative 24%. The spring is a time when the
events on hold for now keeps more in
no sign of it abating right now.
number of homes sold usually picks up, but with
our community safe.
Patrick.ryan@sothebyshomes.com Broker Asthe shelter in place in effect a decrease was
It will be up to health officials to desociate 831-238-8116 www.pebblebeachabodes.
inevitable. I expect that to significantly pick up in
termine when the risk of transmission
the 3rd quarter. Both the average list price and the com
has subsided enough for gatherings
to occur.
average sold price decreased by double digits. In

this category, I am not sure how much the shelter
in place affected this number. In the 2nd quarter of

Affordable housing, not remote work, is causing Americans to
consider moving
rently residing in rural parts of the
Source: Livabl
People move for all kinds of reasons; to start a new job, to cohabitate
with a partner, to live closer to family,
to gain more space, but the COVID-19
pandemic has added another variable
to the relocation equation. More and
more companies are allowing their
employees to work remotely, erasing
the need to live within commuting distance of the office. Some urbanites are
becoming disenchanted with climbing
rent prices and the heightened risk of
virus spread. Others who have lost
their jobs are moving in with family or
searching for more affordable housing.
In an effort to test whether this anecdotal evidence is translating to actual
moves, rental platform Apartment
List surveyed more than 3,500 renters
and homeowners about their intent to
relocate.
Making sense of the story:
• In light of the pandemic, 17 percent

Scott Dick, Monterey County
Association of Realtors

Market Matters

said they were more likely to move
by the end of the year.
• The top reasons given for relocating
were requiring cheaper housing
(32 percent), taking advantage of
declining rents and home prices
(31 percent), wanting more space
to socially distance (29 percent),
wanting to live in an area with more
economic opportunities (28 percent), and planning to work remotely
(19 percent).
• An additional 30 percent reported
that they were more likely to stay put
due to the coronavirus, citing safety
reasons (37 percent), wanting to
stay close to family (30 percent),
financial hardships (26 percent),

•

•

•

•

paused job searches (19 percent)
and the faltering desirability of the
place they intended to move (7
percent).
Renters living in dense urban areas
and recently laid-off workers were
the most motivated to pack up and
move.
Twenty-five percent of renters,
compared to just 11 percent of
homeowners, said they were more
likely to relocate.
Residents of densely populated urban areas, which have been hard-hit
by the pandemic, have also shown
a willingness to move.
Nearly 30 percent indicated that
they were more likely to relocate,
double the rate of individuals cur-

country.
• However, among low-income city
residents earning less than $50,000
per year, the decision to move is
propelled by the need to secure
cheaper housing (40 percent) and
pursue greater economic opportunities (30 percent).
• Twenty-three percent of those surveyed said they lost their job as a
result of coronavirus and another
28 percent have had their incomes
reduced.
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Bob Silverman

Carmel Valley Report

From the Monterey County Resource
Management Agency:
Rancho Cañada Subdivision Project

“Notice is hereby given that the County of Monterey is seeking written
comment on the Second Revised Draft Environmental Report (SRDEIR)…We
welcome your comments on revisions made in the SRDEIR during the public
review period from Jun 22, 2020 through August 11, 2020.”
Comments can be submitted by post or email to
Carl P. Holm AICP
Monterey County
Resource Management Agency
1441 Schilling Pl., 2nd Floor
Salinas, CA 93901
(831) 755-5103
holmcp@co.monterey.ca.us
The developer is still appealing his loss in Superior Court, but has decided
to issue a second DEIR. The new DEIR does not appear to rectify some of the
issues on which Judge Villarreal ruled in CVA’s favor, such as affordable housing.
Our attorneys will be responding, and we welcome responses from our
members. Further information about the project, and our successful lawsuit is
available on our website.

From the Carmel Valley Library:

Curbside Pickup Service is here! The Carmel Valley Branch Library is
taking part in a trial run of doing curbside pickup service. Our hours for Curbside
Pickup Service this week will be Tuesday, June 23 from 1 PM to 5 PM and Saturday, June 27 from 10 AM to 2 PM. If you cannot pick up your holds during
those times, we can still send your materials to you via Library by Mail (please
see below). Here is a cute short video that explains how the Curbside Pickup
Service works. Need help with placing a hold? Call 831-883-7555 between
10 AM and 6 PM and a MCFL staff member can help you! A video on how to
place on hold is in the works.
Carmel Valley Branch Library will have their Curbside Pickup Service set
up on the west side parking lot near the drive-up book drop. If you have visited
the branch during our Lunch at the Library program, the setup will be quite
similar, but instead of picking up lunch will be picking books and DVDs from
your library! If you have questions about this new service, you can email me
at hamelinep@co.monterey.ca.us or call the branch at 831-659-2377 when
on Tuesday or Saturday when we are providing the Curbside Pickup Service.
Unfortunately, the branches are still not open to the public, but we are
working toward that goal. Thank you for your patience and understanding as
we follow the state and county guidelines to keep everyone safe.
Book Drops open!
Both book drops will be reopened fully starting on
Tuesday, June 23 at 1 PM! Please remember that the book drops are for library
materials only! We must quarantine materials for 72 hours before we can handle
them, and we have limited space to quarantine materials safely. Please hold
on to your book donations for a little while longer. THANK YOU!

County Planners Present Proposed
Short-Term Rental Ordinance

On June 10th the Monterey County Resource Management Agency (RMA)
presented a proposal to regulate short-term rentals (now re-named “vacation
rentals”) to the County Planning Commission. In many ways, the proposed
ordinance reflects CVA’s previous position, allowing in rentals in areas zoned
residential only if the home is occupied full time by the owner, but limiting commercially managed STRs to commercially zoned areas.
However, the devil is in the details, and after considerable input from the
public and discussion among the commissioners, the commission appointed
a committee to examine the proposed ordinance and suggest changes which
will be considered by the commission at their July meeting.
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November Election Candidate Filing

The candidate filing period for offices going to election in the November 3,
2020 General Election opens July 13, 2020. Candidate forms will be available
only during this time and must be completed and submitted by the deadline,
August 7, 2020.
Offices up for election include governing board members for school districts,
trustees and governing board members for special districts, and elected city
offices. A complete list of offices up for election is available in the Monterey
County Elections candidate guidelines. Candidates interested in school and
special district offices will file with Monterey County Elections. City candidates
must file their paperwork with their City Clerk’s office.
Candidate guidelines and video seminar are now available at https://www.
montereycountyelections.us/candidate-guidelines/. The informational guide and
video provide an overview of important forms and campaign deadlines related
to the November 3, 2020 General Election.
In the interest of public health and safety, candidates can expect some
changes to this year’s candidate filing process. Candidates will initiate their
filing with a phone appointment followed by multiple options for executing
signature documents.
To schedule your appointment: Call: (831) 796-1499, or Email: CandidateServices@co.monterey.ca.us,or
Complete the online candidate contact form: https://www.montereycountyelections.us/candidate-contact-form/
For more information visit www.MontereyCountyElections.us.
Candidates for Pacific Grove offices will be waiting until July13 as well. Offices which will be open include the seats of Bill Peake, Mayor (term expires 11/0)
Robert Huitt, Mayor Pro Tempore (termed out 11/20)
Joe Amelio, Councilmember (term expires 11/22)
Cynthia Garfield, Councilmember (term expires 11/20)
Jenny McAdams, Councilmember (term expires 11/22)
Nick Smith, Councilmember (term expires 11/20)
Amy Tomlinson, Councilmember (term expires 11/22)

Free Girl Scouts Virtual Events to
Help With School Readiness
Girl Scouts of California’s Central Coast and Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) is launching a free “Make New Friends” virtual event series to ensure
that all girls are prepared to start kindergarten with confidence. The COVID-19
pandemic and transition to virtual learning and activities has disrupted important
educational milestones, particularly for children entering kindergarten this year.
Social and emotional learning is important for success in kindergarten, and as the
experts on girls’ leadership and development, Girl Scouts is uniquely poised to
lead fun and impactful events that help girls make new friends while boosting their
social skills, self-confidence, and experience in a classroom or virtual setting.
One of the largest girl-serving organizations offering social and emotional
kindergarten readiness programming, Girl Scouts has designed a specialized,
engaging four-part virtual event series that is free and open to all girls who are
entering kindergarten. Girls will:
Practice interacting with other girls, exploring new ideas, and gaining the
courage to ask questions about what they see;
Explore emotions and learn how being persistent can help them achieve
their dreams;
Use their senses to process the world around them while practicing reasoning and problem-solving skills; and
Learn how to listen to a story, identify key characters, follow a plotline, and
then share what they learned.
Mondays (July 13th, 20th, 27th, and August 3rd) 10:30 am -11:00 am
July 13th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111195139656
July 20th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196351280
July 27th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197322184
August 3rd https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197996200
Mondays (August 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st) 10:00 am – 10:30 am
August 10th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111195960110
August 17th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196401430
August 24th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197390388
August 31st https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196485682
Tuesdays (July 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th) 11:30 am – 12:00 pm
July 7th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111189689354
July 14th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196307148
July 21st https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197286076
July 28th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197974134
Tuesdays (August 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th) 10:00 am – 10:30 am
August 4th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111195817684
August 11th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196389394
August 18th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197384370
August 25th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111198056380
Wednesdays (July 15th, 22nd, 29th, and August 5th) 1:30 pm – 2:00 pm
July 15th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111195498730
July 22nd https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196361310
July 29th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197328202
August 5th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111198018266
Wednesdays (August 12th, 19th, 26, and September 2nd) 2:00 pm – 2:30 pm
August 12th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111195980170
August 19th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196475652
August 26th https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197691288
September 2nd https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111198120572
Thursdays (July 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th) 2:00 pm – 2:30 pm
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Hunger Doesn’t Take a Break for the Pandemic

Al Siekert and Friends Continue to Serve Brunch Al Freaco at Window on the Bay on Sundays
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Where will homeless lie after their final curtain calls?

Covering last week’s Boondoggle
Busters city council meeting was my
original plan for this column. If my modem hadn’t died over the Fourth of July
weekend, you’d be reading transcripts
from Seaside City Council about the
peninsula’s uneven hospitality toward
homeless campers.
Instead, the question arises: Have
people who camp at places like Robert’s Lake or Laguna Grande made
preparations for what happens after
they die?
It’s a question we should all
confront during the Coronavirus-19
pandemic.
In my own case, I willed my body
to University of California at San
Francisco. I gave myself a great 85th
celebration of life birthday party but no
memorial service is planned.
Why not visit the local cemetery
of your choice to contemplate how to
resolve this issue, if you haven’t yet
done so?
My friend, poet Vincent J. “Red”
Tomeo, author of “My Cemetery
Friends--A Garden of Encounters at
Mount Saint Mary in Queens, New
York” combines prose and poetry to
reveal how strolling through his favorite cemetery inspired him to plan his
own wake.
Enjoy excerpts of how Vincent
made his end-of-life decision and may
the muse be with you in making yours:
OUR LAST CURTAIN CALL
“Walking through the cemetery
today, I thought again about my departure, our last curtain call, but first,
I had to convince Sylvia that it was
something we should talk about, and
how we should prepare for our wakes
and our funerals.
“We decided my burial would be a
poetry event. . .
“First, we had to purchase a plot.
Sylvia loves gardening . . .
“We found a splendid place. .
. It is under a substantial towering
golden-white oak tree high on a hilltop
blanketed by wild garlic plants, bright
with various variegated flowers. We
fell in love with the spot. We now own
a plot of land in a garden in New York
City . . .
“We bought an ebony marble
high-standing tombstone. The stone
is in the shape of an open book titled
‘The Book of Life.’ We had the stone
engraved: ‘Hello. Take a Seat. Stay a
While.’ . . . Sylvia works on gardening
and I sit under a tree reading poetry. . .
“Now, we had to decide on arranging our prepaid funerals. . . I wanted to
try the coffin out for size and comfort. .
. I told the funeral director, ‘If I can’t try
it out, I will go somewhere else. I want
to test it. After all, I will be spending the
rest of my other life in it lying in repose.’
“. . . Although the funeral director
was reluctant, he said I could climb
into the casket. I jumped into my future
home and requested a fluffy fleece
lining to fit my size, needs and comfort.
He accommodated me. Being inside

Wanda Sue Parrott

Homeless in Paradise

Poet Laureate of New York, taught
American history at a New York City
public high school for 36 years. He
formerly volunteered at the 9/11 Tribute Center Museum at Ground Zero.
Among his 886 published poems
and essays were several included
in New York Times, Comstock Review, Mid-America Poetry Review,
Grand-mother Earth (VII through XI)
and Golden Words, anthology of the
National Annual Senior Poets Laureate Poetry Competition of which I was
Co-founder and Contest Administrator
from 1993 to 2014.
One of his memorial poems is published here. The other is yet to come.
9.11.01 (POEM TWO)
I want to wrap myself
In the American flag
I want to fly high
I want to blow in the wind
I want to ripple in the light
I want to sing
God Bless America
I want to coil up
Cry for those who gave their lives
I want to be forever free
I want to announce to the world
I am a native New Yorker
I am an American

Triple haiku by Wanda Sue Parrott
“i will be spending
the rest of my other life
lying in repose”
poet plots his wake
inspires others to plan theirs
while they’re still alive
where do homeless rest
buried deep in wood coffins
or in unmarked graves

the coffin was like being in a hammock:
easy to climb in, hard to get out. I could
hear my heartbeat. And then I almost
fell asleep. Sylvia demanded I get out
immediately. Then she asked if I was
comfortable. Sylvia said she couldn’t
look at me in that position in a casket.
“I told the funeral parlor director I
wanted my wake to be a poetry reading
event, where everybody who attends
my funeral must read a poem. Vanilla
incense and music will accompany the
viewing. After the reading of poetry
in the wake, everyone will be served
champagne with strawberries and
whipped cream.
“At my Life After Death Ceremony, everyone will be given a black

Mickey Mouse hat with big ears and
different colored balloons. On my
grave, Langston Hughes’ poem ‘Not
What Was’ will be read, as well as
two poems that were written by me.
After the burial, everyone will sing the
Mickey Mouse Clubhouse song and let
the colored balloons go. The funeral
will proceed with a walk around the
cemetery. Then everyone will be sent
home with my poem ‘9.11.01 (Poem
Two)’ on a memorial card so they have
a keepsake to remember a patriot. . .
“Afterward, everyone is invited to
a banquet celebrating Death: ‘The Trip
of a Lifetime’.”
About Vincent J. “Red” Tomeo
Vincent J. Tomeo, former Senior

Wear Your
Mask
in Public

Vincent ends his chapbook with
these lines which, although not so
intended, describe the unprepared
homeless who, dying without preparation, often end up in potter’s fields
wherever numbered stones exist for
the poor, the helpless, the unloved and
the unremembered:
“And then, there are the unmarked
tombstones, in which names are not
etched, or inscribed into metal, marble or stone, in time, making them
unknown, lost to memory, and history.
“Death, to Christians, is a new
beginning of life, and so, the story
never ends.”
Copies of “My Cemetery Friends”
by Vincent J. Tomeo” (Atmosphere
Press, 85 pages, $15 including postage) is available from www.amazon.
com. Or, for details on how to order
directly, call Vincent at 718-961-6208.
###
About this Column: “Homeless
in Paradise” is a free public service
self-funded and produced by the author. During the Covid-19 pandemic,
this column appears regularly on the
last week of each month in the Cedar
Street Times at www.cedarstreettimes.
com (and as periodic FLASH columns
like this one).
It also appears on Facebook, in
Next Door and on private email lists.
If interested in being added to the list,
submit your request to the contact info
below.)
Copyright 2020 by Wanda Sue
Parrott
Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at
831-899-5887, amykitchenerfdn@
hotmail.com
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March Into Change

Dozens turned out Sunday, July 5 to gather in protest of the killing of Gerge Floyd, Breonna Tatlor, Elijah McClain and all other police and systemic violence against Black people. the event was organized by Miriam Smith and Pause the Calls and began at Lighthouse and Grand in Pacific Grove.

