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Using Your Body
to Socially Distance

Page 12

The Pacific Grove Library is
CLOSED

during the COVID-19 pandemic 
crisis. We will advise as soon as 

it’s open again. 
Library Book Drop is closed. The 
library is requesting that patrons 
continue to hold onto their items. 
We have automatically renewed 
all items and there will be no late 

fees.

We look forward to serving our 
patrons again as soon as it is 

safe to reopen.

Here is the link to our 
Virtual Storytime:

https://www.youtube.com/playlist
?list=PLvBmztrfc99sP8jg1WtS0F-

zJCHI-AXvg
•

Virtual Crafternoon!
https://www.youtube.com/

•
The Pacific Grove Museum is

CLOSED
during the COVID-19 pandemic

•
Jameson’s Classic Motocycle 

Museum is
OPEN BY APPT

during the COVID-19 pandemic
•

Virtual Ballet Lessons
Page 20

Scavenger Hunt
Residential -Page 8

Chamber of 
Commerce 
4th of July 
Celebration

Tour Lighthouse 
Ave. in your car

Enjoy Pacific 
Grove restaurants 
and DJ Provided 

Music
Pick up yor FREE 

Pacific Grove 
Shirt

Please maintain 
social distancing, 
wear a mask and 
no congregating

Phone 373-3304
and thank 

you featured 
restaurants & 

sponsor
J. R. Rouse-
Intero Real 

Mobile Home Park

Tourists--and locals -- may be in 
for a disappointment as they discover 
Monterey and Carmel beaches wil  be 
closed and they may head for Pacific 
Grove, but in view of health concerns, 
Pacific Grove parking and beaches 
will be closed as well. A discussion at 
the City Councl meeting Wed., July 
1 about emergency authority for City 
Manager Ben Harvey to close the park-
ing and pullouts along Ocean View 
Blvd. continued to a conference with 
county officials, according to Mayor Bill 
Peake, who quoted Harvey as saying 
he would follow suit with the contigu-

ous beaches this weekend.
Visitors may not congregate on 

the sand. They may walk through the 
beach area to engage in water sports 
such as swimming, surfing, diving and 
kayaking. 

Sneaker waves, strong rip cur-
rents, longshore currents, and mod-
erate shore break can knock unsus-
pecting beachgoers over and into the 
sea. Rip currents can pull swimmers 
and surfers out to sea. Check with your 
local authorities on beach closures. 
For more information: https://inws.
ncep.noaa.gov/a/a.php?i=47370460 A 

Advisory: Beach Hazards in Monterey County 7/3 through 7/5. Photo By Bob Pacelli

City Will Ban Parking, Beach Visits this Weekend: 
Beach Hazards in effect through Sunday vening

Beach Hazard Statement for sneaker 
waves means that conditions are 
present to support a heightened risk of 
unsuspecting beachgoers being swept 
into the sea by a wave. Rip currents 
are typically more frequent and stron-
ger in the vicinity of jetties...inlets...
and piers. People walking along the 
beach should never turn their back 
to the sea. Fishermen should avoid 
fishing from rocks or jetties. Remain 
out of the water to avoid hazardous 
swimming conditions. Anyone caught 
in a rip current should swim parallel 
to the coast to escape the rip current 
before trying to swim for shore.

City has No Designs on 
Monarch Pines Property

A social media and gossip net-
work had residents of Monarch Pines 
Mobile Home Park so upset over the 
potential of a redistricting plan to run 
a right-of-way through the park that 
they retained an attorney and filed suit 
against the city.

Mayor Pro Tem Robert Huitt took 
the microphone at the City Council’s 
Zoom meeting July 1 and said, in so 

many words, that “No, there aren’t any 
plans, discussions meetings either 
public or private or among employees 
or staff or with the Coastal Commission 
to do anything with the property except 
keep it like it was in 2013, which was 
the last time the property in question 
came before the City Council.

Mayor Bill Peake repeated the 
statement this morning, July 2. He, too, 
was upset with the social media alle-

gations snd wished to ensureresients 
that no one was going to do anything 
to displace anyone. 

“That property is a big part of 
Pacific Grove’s affordable housing 
inventory,” he said.

He noted that the city still has to 
pay attention to deadines around the 
suit, the next of which is July 17. City 
Attorney Dave Laredo will be handling 
the suit for the city.

PG Public Art Scavenger Hunt #8

Residen� al 
Art 451 17 Mile Drive

719 Mermaid Avenue

511 9th Street 

762 Laurel Avenue

451 17 Mile Drive

145 Asilomar Avenue 

Near 722 Laurel Avenue 

222 Lobos Street 

827 Gibson Avenue

1076 Presidio Boulevard  

116 Grand Avenue122 15th Street 
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Skillshots

Joan Skillman

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal 
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is 
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is available 
at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.

Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Managing Editor Webster Slate
Graphic Design: Dan Bohrman

Distribution Manager: Charbel Samaha
Regular Contributors: Bill Cohen 

 Joy Colangelo • Bruce Cowan • Scott Dick 
 Neil Jameson • David Laws 

Wanda Sue Parrott • Jean Prock • Jane Roland • Katie Ryan 
Patrick Ryan • Katie Shain • Peter Silzer 

Bob Silverman • Charbel Samaha • Joan Skillman • Rudolph Tenenbaum 

All contents copyright 2020 unless otherwise noted.

831.324.4742 Phone 
editor@cedarstreettimes.com

Gossip & Fiddly Bits

Marge Ann Jameson

PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE

PG RAIN GAUGE

In our unofficial poll of “Which business 
will you visit first when the Shelter-In-Place 
order is lifted? Restaurants, hairdressers, 
book stores/the library movie theaters and 
manicurists are at the top of the list. Lots of 
men out there with funny haircuts because 
they tried to do it themselves.

610 Dennett St. - Pacific Grove
Charming 2 bedroom 2 bath single-story 
Pacific Grove cottage. $945,500

The rain year ends in July and we start counting all 
over. That’s provided there’s rain to count.

Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy. 
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents. 

Week and Season Ending Tuesday,  June 30, 2020

      Inches, as of 8 AM, 7/30/20:                 0.05"            

  Current season's total since 7/1/20:            22.0"  

Rain total one year ago to date:                  26.3"
 _______________________________________________

Previous Season-- July 2019 through June 2020:    26.3"
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Call us at 831-324-4742 
for calendar, advertising,
and legal publication needs.

Your news and opinions are always welcome. 

Run For Fun 13.1 - Half 
Marathon Challenge.  We are 
inviting community members of 
all ages to join us as we “Run For 
Fun” while social distancing this 
summer. Whether you are a reg-
ular runner or a weekend walker, 
the challenge is the same. Run/
Walk a half marathon (13.1 
miles) throughout the months 
of June & July to qualify as a 
finisher. See details at https://
www.cityofpacificgrove.org/
sites/default/files/general-docu-
ments/community-engagement/
run-fun-form.pdf  to participate 
or visit our facebook page  @
pacificgroverecreation  

WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE
Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111
1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)

Mon-Thu 4-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 11-10pm • Sun 12-9:30pm

www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

T he Fine s t  Gour me t  P izza

Winner of the 2010 PG Restaurant of the Year Award

Must present current coupon to get 
discount. Not combinable with other offers

EXPIRES 8-2-20

Sand City’s West End Celebration 
August 21-23 has been canceled

It is with the greatest regret that the City of Sand City, its festival 
organizers and artists announce the cancelation of this year’s event. 
With the festival fast approaching and final arrangements being made 
the festival’s management was unable to gain certainty as to when the 
State and County would progress to Stage 4 and whether the festival 
could gain the green light to move forward under the guidelines. With 
the recent surge in coronavirus cases that decision could be months 
away.

Given the popularity of the festival as a community gathering place we 
decided it was the socially responsible decision to cancel this year’s 
event. We had waited as long as reasonably possible with the hopes that 
the circumstances would improve to a point that events like ours would 
be allowed to move forward. However, ultimately we collectively made 
this decision in order to protect the safety of our vendors, volunteers, 
artists, musicians and all of our attendees. We look forward to coming 
back next year with our best celebration ever.

Stephen L. Vagnini 
SLV Management

Monterey County as of July 2, 2020
Cases of COVID 19

Confirmed Cases 1,748 (Change  0)
Hospitalizations (Cumulative) 135 (Change 4)
Deaths 15 (Change 0)
Recovered 1,107 (Change 51)
Contacts 5,993 (Change  224)

City Council Action
Library Sees Increase in Budget
Dear Friends of the Library:

Thanks to Council leadership, and three meetings of public input, a 
$116,000 increase for the 2020/2021 Library budget was approved at 
Wednesday’s (June 24) Council meeting. Your voices were heard, and made 
a difference! 
This added funding will restore three 3/4 time regular positions, including the 
children’s librarian, to the Library this fall and December. This increase will 
allow limited library services to resume when all six staff are in place. 
As Friends, we will advocate for a speedy resumption of Library services as 
soon the Library is moved back into the completed Renewed Library, and as 
soon as the State allows in-person Library service. 
We very much hope that Library services will begin earlier this fall, rather 
than later. December is too long to wait! We all miss our Library, its collec-
tions and services, and its wonderful staff, so much. 
Our Summer newsletter will have more updates on the Friends and the 
Library, as well as our annual listing of our current members, Friends and 
Foundation donors. It should be coming your way in early July. 
These are unprecedented times, the very rainiest of rainy days, for our res-
idents and for the Library. The Friends are here to help. We will continue to 
work with the City, Foundation, Library Board and staff to support PG Library 
services to meet community needs and community demand.

 
Kim Bui

Penalties for Certain False Police 
Reports Are About to Get Harder

Assemblymember Mark Stone has amended AB 1472, which would make 
false reports to police, including 911 calls, a violation of the Ralph Civil Rights 
Act when made against a person because of that person’s race or other pro-
tected characteristic. This bill would also allow for civil action against persons 
who make false police reports or claims, regardless of discriminatory motive.

“Across California and across the country, people are again demanding 
that those of us in elected office deal with the systemic, institutionalized racism 
inherent in law enforcement and other governmental systems. Black Americans 
are overpoliced and subject to higher rates of police brutality, use-of-force, ha-
rassment, arrest, and incarceration,” said Assemblymember Mark Stone. “This 
violent oppression is devastating to Black communities and contributes to higher 
rates of mortality and poverty, among a multitude of other negative outcomes.   
In addition to Black communities, American Indian/Alaskan native and Latinx 
communities are also disproportionately affected by policing in America.”

There have been many highly publicized examples of unnecessary or 
patently false calls to law enforcement that threaten people of color. Examples 
include Amy Cooper, a white woman in New York who falsely claimed that a 
Black man was threatening her life after he requested that she follow park rules 
about leashing her dog, and Jennifer Schulte, a white woman who requested 
police response to a Black family who was barbequing at a lake in Oakland. Such 
acts weaponize the police, endanger lives, and contribute to the over-policing 
of Black communities. Filing a false or unnecessary police report motivated 
by racial bias, whether purposeful or simply reckless, is a discriminatory act.

AB 1472 amends the Ralph Civil Rights Act to specify that “intimidation by 
threat of violence” will include claims be defined to include claims or reports 
made to law enforcement “that falsely alleges that another person has engaged 
in unlawful activity, or an activity that requires law enforcement intervention, 
knowing that the claim or report is false, or with reckless disregard to for the 
truth or falsity of the claim or report.” AB 1472 will specify that making a false 
report to the police, knowing that it is false or with reckless disregard to its truth 
or falsity, constitutes an “intimidation by threat of violence” under the Ralph 
Act. Further, AB 1472 will specify that a police communication made “knowing 
that the claim or report is false, or with reckless disregard for the truth or fal-
sity of the claim or report” is not privileged publications. This would prevent a 
person who makes a report in violation of the Ralph Act from raising “privileged 
communication” as a defense, and it would also allow for civil actions on other 
grounds even if the false report is not motivated by bias against a protected 
characteristic.

This bill is currently in the Senate and is waiting in Senate Rules for referral.
Sean Porter, Office of Assemblymember Mark Stone

City Hall Reopening with Modifications
June 26, 2020

Starting Monday, June 29, City Hall facilities
will reopen with modifications. 

Modified Business Hours

Monday-Thursday,  8am - 12pm, 1:30pm-5pm
(closed midday for sanitation).

Friday

City Hall Modifies Open Hours

Seaside fireworks rules
The Seaside City Council adopted an urgency ordinance restricting fire-

works during certain hours of the day.   They also added a rewards program, for 
members of the community that assist with fireworks enforcement.   The City 
will pay residents $50 for each report that leads to a citation.
• Available to Seaside Residents only 
• Limited to 5 rewards total  
Must be willing to sign a declaration on a citation, or if appealed, testify at the 

appeal hearing.  
Cannot be full time City Employees/or any employee on duty  
Total budget of $5,000
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Random Thoughts
Jane Roland

Summer Art Camps with 
Dante Rondo 2020

Pacific Grove Art Center
568 Lighthouse Avenue

Pacific Grove
Dante’s Summer Series will be held in the classroom. Yes to social dis-

tancing, class maximum is 6, but a minimum of 4 students is required for the 
class to go forward. Dante will disinfect the classroom prior to and after classes.  
Masks are required.

Register online:  https://pgartcenter.org/Summer_Camp.php  or  
  (831) 375-2208 / email:  galleryasst.pgac@gmail.com

A Summer Series of Morning or 
Afternoon Workshops
Artist and long-term PGAC art teacher, Dante Rondo will teach a series of sum-

mer art workshops for youth this summer. Workshops are open to beginning, 
intermediate, and advanced young art students.  Individual expression and 
creativity encouraged!

  Any further questions or concerns parents would contact Dante at drondo@
gmail.com or 831-626-4259 (landline).

The Pacific Grove Art Center follows Monterey County guidelines and visible 
signage: masks are required for entry and practice social distancing.  Hand 
sanitizers  are placed  around  the galleries. Areas that have the most hu-
man contact: stairwell, bathroom doors, seating areas, etc., are wiped down 
throughout opening hours.

Drawing Nature, Animals and Wildlife
June 29-30 July 1-3    Monday-Friday    Time: 2-5pm    Ages: 10-16
Cost: $180 Members    $200 Non-Members 

The world of nature, landscapes, animals and wildlife are the inspiration 
for this class.    We will be working in graphite and charcoal pencils, ink 
and wash, and pastels.

Draw Draw Draw!  
July 6-10    Monday-Friday    Time: 10am-12:30 pm      Ages: 9-16      Cost: 

$155 Members        $170 Non-Members
July 6-10    Monday-Friday    Time: 2-5 pm    Ages 12-17 Cost: $180 Members    

$200 Non-Members
This class will explore diverse drawing media and techniques from Graphite, 

Charcoal, Conte Crayons, Ink line and wash on white and toned papers. 
Subject matter will be chosen by each student, 3D objects, working from 
photographs, imagination, portrait/faces, animals, landscapes, and more! 
Recommended for intermediate-to advanced art students who want to take 
their drawings to the next level of refinement, expressiveness and technique.  

Mixed Media Design and Color Workshop   
July 13-17    Monday-Friday    Time: 10am-12:30 pm      Ages: 9-16      
Cost: $155 Members        $170 Non-Members

July 13-17    Monday-Friday    Time: 2-5 pm    Ages 10-16    Cost: $180 Mem-
bers      $200 Non-Members

Expressive use of materials with an emphasis on design and color harmonies. 
We will work in black and white media, watercolors, acrylics, colored pencils 
and pastels.    Explore techniques!

Summers End Inspirational Art! 
July 20-24    Monday-Friday Time: 2-5pm  Ages: 9-16      Cost: $180 Mem-
bers      $200 Non-Members

Create from your summer travel and inspiration locally!    Turn sketches and 
concepts into finished drawings and paintings.    Using any or all materials, 
drawing and painting.

 

This is a difficult time for everyone all over the world.  In some countries 
including ours there have been riots and demonstrations  Everyone knows what 
precipitated these actions unless they have been living in a cave.  This came 
on the heels of the pandemic which has imposed a shelter in place or safe dis-
tancing with masks.  Some of these restrictions have been slightly relaxed but 
people in John’s and my age bracket are pretty well stuck…He goes shopping, I 
have left the house three times since early March for medical appointments.  We 
see a couple of friends who brave the quarantine and come over.  It becomes 
depressing until we think of those who have it so much worse.  At least we have 
each other.  I have great sympathy for those who are alone and young people 
whose lives have been put on hold.  That being said I will entertain you with a 
few tales from the past this one deals with incidents at the SPCA Benefit Shop 
where I spent 20 years as Manager:

MRS. BLUE
We were moving items around when one of the volunteers picked up a 

handsome ceramic vase which had been broken and repaired.  It was so good 
looking that we decided to put it out “as is.”  Andrew made the comment that 
someone could buy it and place the cracked side against the wall.   This brought 
back a flood of memories.

Many years ago, I was heavily involved with the Monterey County Sym-
phony, President of the Guild and Secretary on the Association Board.  When 
that stint was over, I started volunteering at Monterey County Volunteer Ser-
vices in their Thrift Shop in Seaside.  It was a natural, as I enjoyed working on 
rummage sales and had set up a benefit shop for my church in Florida.  There 
was a woman who came in at least once a week, one that everyone enjoyed 
seeing, as she loved to spend.

Sometime later I was asked to manage the SPCA Benefit Shop on Forest 
Avenue.  I accepted with the provision that the place be totally renovated as it 
was in deplorable condition.  The board agreed and granted a certain amount 
for the work. My cousin, Sam Morse, drew up plans for us (pro bono) and Dave 
Stocker bid on the work, presenting a very attractive offer.   When the shop was 
closed for a couple of months for the work, some volunteers and I cleaned out 
a warehouse down the street, underneath the Top Hat Grocery Store (later the 
refrigerator above the storage unit broke through the floor and our goods were 
flooded).  My husband, John, went down wearing waders and salvaged what 
he could. But that is a different story.

We opened with a Holiday Open House the first weekend of December, an 
event we continued for 20 years and one that I carried on in the Treasure Shop. 
I was standing at the check-out counter when a familiar figure appeared.  It was 
the shopper whom I had met at MPVS.  She became a regular and, as time 
went on, I learned about her.  Her name was Mrs. Blue (I have forgotten her 
first name), her husband was Howard.  She made the rounds once or twice a 
week, starting in Seaside at MPVS, Salvation Army, and others.  Her thrift shop 
travels of the day ended in Pacific Grove.  I wish I could do her justice, but too 
much time has passed.  She was tall and lanky, always wore a tailored tweed 
suit in grays, lavenders or blues with a lapel pin, a hat atop her grey hair, which 
as I recall was pilled on her head, little glasses, heavy duty shoes…(for all the 
trudging through stores).  The garments were always a dull color; her hats had 
the brim trimmed off to give the impression of a bowler style.  Sometimes the 
chapeau sported a little flower or feather.   She would roam through the store, 
picking up interesting items.  She and her husband hailed from Kansas City, 
Missouri, and, from what I understand, owned a good bit of the state.  They 
spent five months in Pebble Beach, seven in the Midwest for tax reasons.  She 
would buy an “as is” vase and comment that she could turn it in a cabinet so 
no one would see the crack. She shopped and shopped and definitely helped 
our bottom line.

I really liked her.  She had a grand, acerbic sense of humor about every-
thing.  She shared some of her family history, her background was simple as 
was Howard’s and she was proud to say that he was a self-made man and 
he made it big.  She was every inch a lady, kind, and cheerful.  In those days 
John had a yellow Dodge truck which was useful when it came to pick-ups and 
deliveries.  One day we received a large, flat screen television set, a first of its 
kind, donated to us in like new condition. Mrs. Blue came in, saw the device and 
purchased it.  She said that she would pay to have it delivered, but we declined 
telling her that we would be happy to bring it to her. That was absolutely the truth; 
we couldn’t wait to see her home.   It was a large old Mediterranean near the 
Lodge.  We knocked at the door and were greeted by Mr. and Mrs. Blue.  They 
ushered us into the room that was to house the TV.   It was a study, packed to 
the brim with things.  Everything was neat and tidy, no indication of hoarding, 
but, of course, we didn’t see the rest of the domicile.  Mrs. Blue offered us tea 
or, perhaps, sherry.  The appliance was left and we returned home.

We continued to see our friend and talked about having dinner some night, 
then Howard became ill, he still drove her on her missions to shop but remained 
in the car.  I would take things out for her and see him as he sat there, grey and 
wan.  I suspect she did not drive.  One year they left for Missouri and we never 
saw them again.  I have no idea what happened to them, he was so sick that I 
am sure he died and, considering her age, she is, no doubt, gone.   In my line 
of work, I meet many people, some become good friends and we see them 
socially.  Most we know only through the business but become close enough 
that, when they no longer appear there is certain emptiness.  If anyone knew 
the Blues and can fill us in it will be greatly appreciated.

If you want to support the Peninsula and small businesses, if you wish to 
purchase designer clothing and accessories, art work, books, furniture, etc. 
shop at the local benefit shops.  You will not only save money on desirable 
items, you will help a cause, 

Black Lives Matter 
Statement
The killing of George Floyd by a police officer was a senseless 
tragedy that should never have happened. His death and 
subsequent protests and riots have been a national wake-up 
call. Institutional and systemic racism continues to exist even 
now,more than 50 years after the Civil Rights Act. It is time 
for permanent change to eliminate systemic mistreatment of 
blacks in our justice system. Black lives matter.
We stand against racism, bigotry, violence, and discrimination. 
We stand for equality, respect, fairness, nondiscrimination, 
dignity, and equal treatment under the law. We will ensure 
city government serves everyone in this manner. As public 
servants, it is our moral and ethical responsibility to do so. We 
have high confidence in the professionalism of city staff and 
their dedication to serving the community with the highest 
ethical standards.
In closing, we are committed to continuing and expanding 
policies and practices that promote racial equality and nondis-
crimination. We will act to foster a culture of mutual respect 
and understanding that affords equal treatment to everyone.

Mayor and City Council
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Bill Cohen

Reasoning 
With God

What does God say About His Will?

PG Art Center Will Open July 3
The P.G. Art Center is opening on JULY 3, noon to 5 pm, 

with all new exhibits. We will operate during our regular busi-
ness hours Wed-Sat from 12-5 p.m. and on Sunday from 12-4 
p.m. The PGAC is proud to present a sampling of the creative 
work that has been generated by  PGAC Artists. Vanessa Martin 
& Sherard Russell take you on a voyage of where the ocean 
meets the landscape in  Pacific Palette.  Monterey Bay Plein 
Air Painters Association (MBPAPA) Signature Member Show  
Present Plein Air to Studio  reveals the process from sketch to 
the finished studio painting.    Finally, it’s that time of the year for 
our playful and fun Annual Fundraiser  Tiny Treasures.  

Show runs from July 3 through August 27, 2020
Admission to the PGAC is made possible through your

donations. Please give generously! 

God is creating His eternal 
family, and Jesus told us how we can 
become part of it, Matt 12:50, “For 
whosoever shall do the will of my Fa-
ther which is in heaven, the same is 
my brother, and sister, and mother.”  
We can know whether this is from 
God or man, all we have to do is 
follow it, Jn 7:17, “If any man will do 
his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself.”

Rom 5:5, “And hope maketh not 
ashamed; because the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”  
God wants us to know that His Will is 
love.  We cannot demand love, it has 
to be freely given, and those who 
think we can demand it will be sorely 
disappointed.  Love is selfless, so if 
we want to enjoy the love of others, 
we must first freely give our love to 
them, without expecting anything 
in return.  Then, as we are drawn 
to God because He first loved us, 1 
Jn 4:19, “We love him, because he 
first loved us.” others will be drawn 
to us because we first loved them.  
Therefore, we must first learn to love 
the way God loves, Jn 15:12, “This 
is my commandment, That ye love 
one another, as I have loved you.”  
We cannot reject this commandment 
without also rejecting God. 

When we ignore God and His 
Will, we think we are making the best 
decisions. However, God is warn-
ing us, Prov 14:12, “There is a way 
which seemeth right unto a man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of 
death.”  God’s warnings are not a 
sign He is going to punish us.  He 
is warning us that He has seen the 
future, and there are better choic-
es.  Much like the man with a flag 
on the highway trying to warn us the 
bridge is out.  Both the man on the 
highway and God are ministering 
to us, Matt 20:28, “Even as the Son 
of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many.”

Our will can be identified by the 
decisions we make in defiance of 
God’s Will.  We must remember, 
God loves us and only wants the 
best for us, Jer 29:11, “For I know 
the thoughts that I think toward you, 
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, 
and not of evil, to give you an ex-
pected end.”  How are we respond-
ing to God’s love?  Are we making 
one decision after another, without 
reasoning before we act?  Are we 
living a life of unintended conse-
quences?  Isn’t it ironic that so many 
people tell us God’s Will is wrong 
when they have not even considered 
reasoning with it?

Maybe, we need to stop and 
understand God’s Will, before we 
dismiss it?  Can we really know we 
are smarter than God if we haven’t 
first reasoned with His advice?  Is 
55:8-9, “For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.”  God seems to think His 
Will is best.  He also tells us He is 
perfect, and He wants us to seek 
perfection, Matt 5:48, “Be ye there-
fore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect.”  But 
how can we become perfect?  2 Tim 
3:16-17, “All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteousness: 
That the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good 

works.”  A July 31, 2014, HuffPost 
article, “What do Seventh Day 
Adventists get right that lengthens 
their life expectancy” tells us that the 
average Seventh Day Adventist lives 
ten years longer than the average 
American.  Could they be reading 
the Bible and making better choices?

Micah 6:8, “He hath shewed 
thee, O man, what is good; and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God?”  When 
we humbly reason with God, it is 
not God and His truth that change, 
but our understanding.  We learn to 
be more reasonable, and it leads 
us to listen to other people’s opin-
ions, which gives us new perspec-
tives.  Humbly reasoning with God 
means we open our hearts and 
minds to the possibility we do not 
know everything.  Each time we do 
this, we move closer to perfection.

So, what are the steps leading 
to perfection?  Apparently, we listen 
to God’s advice, examine our lives, 
then compare the two, Prov 4:26-27, 
“Ponder the path of thy feet, and let 
all thy ways be established.  Turn 
not to the right hand nor to the left: 
remove thy foot from evil.”  Can 
we trust God to lead us to perfec-
tion?  Numb 23:19, “God is not a 
man, that he should lie; neither the 
son of man, that he should repent: 
hath he said, and shall he not do it? 
or hath he spoken, and shall he not 
make it good?”  He is telling us He 
cannot lie and once we understand 
this, we will gain the hope, which 
leads toward perfection and the 
eternal life He has offered, Tit 1:2, “In 
hope of eternal life, which God, that 
cannot lie, promised before the world 
began;”

So, let us reason with part of His 
Word, to get examples of how His 
Will leads us to perfection:

He tells us we must come to 
His Word with a desire to do good 
works, rather than satisfying our own 
selfish desires, Heb 10:22-24, “Let 
us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed with pure 
water.  Let us hold fast the profes-
sion of our faith without wavering; 
(for he is faithful that promised;) And 
let us consider one another to pro-
voke unto love and to good works:” 
Coming to His Word in the hopes 
of finding acceptance for our selfish 
desires will not work.  He is not forc-
ing us, just providing the truth that 
teaches us to love as He loves and 
produces the fruit of the Spirit, Gal 
5:22-23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gen-
tleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no 
law.” 

He wants us to be humble, 
gentle and kind, Col 3:12, “Put on 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy 
and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, longsuffering;”

He asks us to seek peace when-
ever possible, Rom 12:18, “If it be 
possible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men.”  This can 

only happen if we are willing to say 
no to evil, Prov 1:10, “My son, if sin-
ners entice thee, consent thou not.”

He wants us to focus on what is 
good in this life so that we can have 
His peace and spread His Word 
by our example, Phil 4:8, “Finally, 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, what-
soever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on 
these things.”

He wants us to use the won-
derful minds He has given us to 
reason with His Word, so we can 
learn that it produces the good He 
is offering, Rom 12:2, “And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God.”

He wants us to understand we 
do not deserve His offer.  Howev-
er, He is inviting us anyway, Rom 
5:8, “But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” and 
when we believe in Jesus, we will 
be part of His eternal family, Jn 3:16, 
“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life.”  It is the belief in Jesus that 
allows God’s love to penetrate our 
protective shields and leads us to the 
eternal life He is offering.  His love is 
real, unselfish and leads us to love 
Him, ourselves, our neighbors and 
eventually those we perceive to be 
our enemies, Matt 22:37, 39, “Je-
sus said unto him, Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind…And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self.” and Matt 5:44, “But I say unto 
you, Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute 
you;” God’s Will is love!

He asks us to obey the laws of 
the land we choose to live in, 1 Pet 

2:13-15, “Submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord’s 
sake: whether it be to the king, as 
supreme; Or unto governors, as 
unto them that are sent by him for 
the punishment of evildoers, and for 
the praise of them that do well. For 
so is the will of God, that with well 
doing ye may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men:” and Deut 
30:16, “In that I command thee this 
day to love the Lord thy God, to walk 
in his ways, and to keep his com-
mandments and his statutes and his 
judgments, that thou mayest live and 
multiply: and the Lord thy God shall 
bless thee in the land whither thou 
goest to possess it.”  God doesn’t 
just tell us to blindly follow His Will, 
He tells us why it is important.  He 
wants us to know that our lives will 
have less conflict, more peace, and 
less stress when we follow His ad-
vice.  We cannot break laws without 
becoming hypocrites.  He tells us 
people will not listen to a hypocrite, 
for long, and we are God’s represen-
tatives in this world, shining His light.

Ultimately, our gentle creator has 
given us the freedom to decide our 
own eternal future.  We can ignore 
His Will, but our only reward will be 
this life, Matt 5:2b, 6b, 16b, “...They 
have their reward.”  We can accept 
His offer of grace, mercy, and peace, 
which leads us to follow His Will for 
our lives and the eternal family He 
is creating.  Free will is at the heart 
of God’s love for us.  God wants to 
live with those who want to live with 
Him.  If we do not want to follow His 
Will in this life, He will not subject 
us to an eternity of it.  God is gentle 
and never uses force. If He forced 
us, we would only infect heaven and 
lead ourselves back to a chaotic 
world, like the one we now live in.  It 
is that simple.  Yes, we choose our 
own destiny, and God has already 
seen who among us will choose to 
follow our own will.  This is why He 
sheds tears for some of us, Eze 
33:11, “Say unto them, As I live, saith 
the Lord God, I have no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked; but that 
the wicked turn from his way and 
live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die, O house of 
Israel?”  

God has placed us in unique 
places throughout this world.  This 
blog is about sharing His Word; 
please share it with those who you 
believe would be blessed by hearing 
it.  Bless you!  If you would like to 
receive the weekly blog, email us at 
bill@reasoningwithgod.com.
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Open Skies

One of two Russian TU-214ON military airplanes used in Open Skies 
operations.  Such a plane may fly over Washington DC, CIA headquarters, 
and then several US military installations during an operation.

I remember seeing a headline on the internet a few years ago with the 
breathless headline “Russian Spy Planes Flying over the US.” Though I 
knew the effect those headlines would have on many people, I just smiled to 
myself because, while it was true, it has been happening for almost 20 years.   
During that same time the US has had our own planes - with monitoring 
equipment - doing the same thing by flying over Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, 
and other Eastern Bloc countries.   

This came to mind recently because there are newspaper reports that 
the United States has announced that we may walk away from this treaty 
because of violations on the part of Russia over the years.  It has been fairly 
common for US personnel military personnel and their Russian counterparts 
to fly over each other’s countries to monitor compliance with nuclear weap-
ons treaties and to just see what the other side is doing with troop deploy-
ments and equipment.  That is because we and the Russians signed a treaty 
in 1992 called “Open Skies” - which took effect in 2002 - and allows each 
side a certain number of flights over the other’s territory.  

The treaty’s intention was to reduce the risk of war between Russia and 
the United States. The idea is that the flights add transparency to what is re-
ally going on and provides each side some confidence about the other sides’ 
military preparations and intentions.  With 34 signatories in total, the Treaty 
also covers many European countries, letting them conduct intelligence gath-
ering flights over each other’s territory on short notice. That’s because the 
flights requested must be accommodated within 96 hours or an alternative 
quickly negotiated.

While many Americans don’t know about this treaty, among the people 
I used to deal with when I worked for the government were American Rus-
sian linguists who traveled with Russian air crews over the United States 
and Russia. They might fly over Russia one month on an American military 
plane with American crew members and our cameras and other detection 
equipment and, the next month, fly over the US on a Russian military aircraft 
with Russian crew members and their equipment.  The planes will have the 
country’s name on the plane as well as the phrase “Open Skies” in both the 
host and observers’ language on opposite sides of the tail or fuselage.

The benefits of flights such as this is the continuous cooperation be-
tween the various militaries and their air crews; giving all sides some comfort 
that the others are not out to attack them.  In fact the aircrews get to know 
each other pretty well after a while. They don’t necessarily become friends, 
but the Americans have been known to take the Russians on a tour of San 
Francisco, and Russians have taken Americans to dinner or a ballet – or 
shown them where to buy the best Russian matryoshka dolls.

There are many aspects of the agreement that makes being a member 
valuable.  For instance, all of the imagery that one country takes over anoth-
er has to be made available to all of the others – at only the cost of duplica-
tion.  So if you are Sweden – for instance – you don’t have to fly over Russia.  
You can just ask Britain or the US for copies of everything they observed 
on their last flight.  What that means though, is that the country that is being 
imaged also knows exactly what was seen. There is also something known 
as the “taxi option” where the plane being used may be either one from the 
observing countries or that of the country being observed - and the country 
being observed gets to pick.

Unfortunately, in recent years Russia has used their flights over the US 
to take detailed pictures of American facilities even as it blocked US flights 
such as, for instance, when a large number of Russian troops gathered near 
their border with Poland.  If we can’t fly over an area, it is difficult to know if it 
is just a military exercise or a threat to Poland.

The Russians have also blocked flights around Ukraine, where they 
claim the Russians there are “volunteers” and not military units.  That could 
be, but it would be nice to know that they are not trying to hide something 
from us and our Ukrainian allies.

While American advances in satellite and other surveillance technology 
means that there is less of a need for direct flights over another country’s 
territory to see in detail what is going on there, it is still a “nice to have” treaty.  
There is also still hope that the US will stay in the treaty; with the Trump 
administration notifying Russia that we will reconsider our withdrawal if they 
once again start fully complying with the treaty.

Rudy Fischer

The Big Picture
Pure Water Monterey and 
Our Water Future
By Melodie Chrislock

Pure Water Monterey is up and running. Close to 700 acre-feet of water 
have been injected into the Seaside Basin since March. Water will be avail-
able to Cal Am in September after the 1,000 acre-foot operating reserve has 
been stored in the Basin. 

The expansion of Pure Water Monterey (PWM) could provide enough 
water for decades and cost $1 billion less than Cal Am’s desal. Three inde-
pendent reports have now confirmed this. It’s clearly our best option. But 
there’s a problem. Cal Am will decide if the PWM Expansion moves forward. 

Cal Am’s first move to block the PWM Expansion was to ask the Mon-
terey One Water (M1W) Board not to certify the Expansion’s Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (SEIR). $1 million of public money was spent 
on the development of this SEIR. There were no environmental reasons not 
to certify it. But at Cal Am’s request, the Monterey One Board voted not to 
certify.

What motivated the agricultural interests on the M1W Board to cave to 
Cal Am’s demands? Cal Am has promised 700 acre-feet of desal water to 
Castroville for $110 per acre-foot. But this desalinated water is extraordinari-
ly expensive. It would cost $6,000 to $8,000 an acre-foot to produce. Who 
pays the difference? Cal Am decided Monterey Peninsula ratepayers would 
pay to gift this water to Castroville, effectively pitting the M1W Board’s Sali-
nas Valley agricultural interests against Monterey Peninsula ratepayers.

Why is this all happening now? On August 20, the Coastal Commission 
will vote to permit or deny Cal Am’s proposed desal plant. Last November, 
the Coastal Commission staff report recommended denial of the permit. 
They cited potential harm to groundwater supplies, environmentally sen-
sitive habitat areas, coastal waters, and marine resources. And they em-
phasized detrimental community impacts to Marina and Seaside that were 
inconsistent with the Commission’s environmental justice policy. 

But the biggest problem for Cal Am was that the staff report concluded 
that the Pure Water Monterey Expansion had now progressed to being a 
feasible, well-developed alternative to desal. 

In hopes of getting Coastal Commission approval for its desal, Cal 
Am is trying to convince the Commission that the PWM Expansion is not a 
feasible alternative. It must make it appear that its desal is the only choice. 
That’s why it did not want the SEIR certified.

In Cal Am’s campaign to discredit the Pure Water Monterey Project, an-
other strategy is to call attention to start-up issues. The wells that inject the 
water into the Seaside Basin have not delivered the expected volume. Orig-
inally four deep wells were planned, but only two were built in an attempt to 
cut costs. Now it appears a third injection well will be needed. 

Cal Am has also complained publicly about the project’s delays and 
higher costs, but that is laughable considering Cal Am’s track record and the 
projected cost of its desalinated water.

The cost of Pure Water Monterey is $125 million, but $30 million in 
grants offsets that cost. The additional cost to add the third well and stabi-
lize two shallow wells is $6.1 million. This water will cost $2,500 an acre-foot 
compared to Cal Am’s desal water at $6,000 to $8000 an acre-foot.

Few realize that with all the water we’ve conserved and the addition-
al 3,500 acre-feet from Pure Water Monterey, we can actually meet the 
state’s Cease and Desist Order on December 31, 2021, without desal or the 
PWM Expansion. But adding another 2,250 acre-feet from the Expansion 
would lift the moratorium on new hookups, allow development to resume, 
and make it possible to payback the Seaside Basin overdraft. Why are we 
waiting?

Cal Am’s refusal to sign a Water Purchase Agreement is all that stands 
in the way of the Pure Water Monterey Expansion. Unfortunately, Cal Am 
has the final say in our future water supply. If Cal Am’s desal project is 
denied by the Coastal Commission in August, will Cal Am finally allow the 
PWM Expansion to move forward? Or will it continue to block any new wa-
ter supply that is not profitable for Cal Am?

Melodie Chrislock is the managing director of Public Water Now.

Commentary
Your Letters
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Solution is on page 11

Crossword,PuzzleFree SPCA Pet Food Bank  
SPCA Monterey County is focused on keeping pets in their homes with their 

families during this difficult time. The SPCA offers free pet food every Wednesday 
and Saturday from 9 to 11 am at the SPCA.  

We are also offering a free SPCA Pet Food Bank event in Greenfield on 
Saturday, June 20, from 10 to 11 am at Patriot Park. Patriot Park is located at 
1351 Oak Ave in Greenfield. All food is first come, first served, and completely 
free thanks to our donors. The event is open to all pet owners in Greenfield or 
any other city.

During the free pet food event in Greenfield in May, the SPCA helped 117 
families and 394 pets, including cats, dogs, horses, chickens, parakeets, rabbits, 
and a hamster.

And on Saturday, June 27, the SPCA Pet Food Bank will be in Prunedale 
at the Grange Hall, 17890 Moro Road. All are welcome.  

If you need any type of pet food, please come to have at least two weeks 
of food safely loaded into your vehicle by SPCA team members.  

To Receive Free Pet Food:
Every Wednesday and Saturday from 9 to 11 am at the SPCA  
More locations will be announced soon. Please visit www.SPCAmc.org/pfb.  

To Help Others:
Have food delivered from your favorite pet food company to 1002 Monte-

rey-Salinas Highway, Salinas CA 93908
Shop on our Amazon Wish List, www.SPCAmc.org/amazon  
Donate online at www.SPCAmc.org/give-pfb  
We gratefully accept any brand, any size, and food for any type of pet. 

Our Pet Food Bank is free to anyone in need, all thanks to you.Online at www.
SPCAmc.org.

Across
1 Dance, painting, etc.
5 Vehicle
8 Pub
11 USPS delivery
12 Some potables at 8-across
14 Borneo beast
17 Two-tone snack
18 Skin feature
19 Elevate
20 52-across, to a painter (4 wds)
23 Snack or sup
24 Lotion additive
25 52-across, to a designer (3 wds)
33 Prof’s degree, often
34 Like 33-across and B.F.F.
35 Phone intro.?
36 Queen of the jungle?
38 Nineveh’s kingdom
41 Home of the Taj Mahal
42 Scheduled to arrive
43 Info. Systems and Networks, 
briefly
44 52-across, to George M. Cohen 
(4 wds)
50 Nebraska native
51 __ chi
52 *Old Glory (3 wds.)
60 Major artery
61 Eliot Ness, for one
62 Hit the road?
63 Half a spork
64 Boxer Oscar de la __
65 Abhor
66 Snoop
67 Draft org.
68 Ski resort requirement

Down
1 Latin love
2 Hard to find
3 1-1
4 “__ Traffic Keep Right”

On May 20, 2020, the City Council directed a draft resolution be pre-
pared to amend PGMC Chapter 6.08, “Uniform Use and Sales Tax.” The 
Sales and Use (Sales) Tax at the rate of 8.75% is imposed by the City on 
the sale of tangible personal property. All those tax proceeds are held by 
State of California, which in turn apportions only 2% back to the City. This 
2% is comprised of a 1% statutory Bradley Burns sales tax; and the Mea-
sure U-approved 1% local Uniform Sales and Use Tax. As allowed by law, 
Staff recommends increasing the Sales Tax rate to 9.25%. This would thus 
increase the City’s local Uniform Sales and Use Tax receipts from 1.0% 
to 1.5%, effecting a revenue increase of one half of one percent (0.5%). 
Local governments in Monterey County are authorized to levy this additional one 
half of one percent (0.5%) sales tax increment within their jurisdiction, subject to 
voter approval.   The ceiling of this increment is a total tax rate of 9.25%.   Neigh-
boring cities Carmel-by-the-Sea, Monterey, Seaside, Del Rey Oaks and Marina 
have already increased their respective sales tax rates to the 9.25% ceiling.   
Stagnant growth in City revenues and escalating operating costs constrain the 
City’s ability to maintain the quality of services it provides and impairs the City’s 
ability to address local capital needs.

 Approval of the proposed resolution will embody the City Council’s de-
termination that financial circumstances of the City require enactment of this 
measure, and the proposed increase of the Sales tax to 9.25%, to preserve 
public peace, health and safety of the community, to avoid service disrup-
tions, and to avoid permanent impairment of community services. 
Increasing the Pacific Grove sales tax rate to 9.25%, based on data avail-
able prior to the COVID-19 Crisis, could potentially provide a long-term yield 
to the City of an additional one million dollars each year.   In the near term, 
Sales tax receipts in Pacific Grove are forecast to decline 16-30% in the next 
fiscal year (Fiscal Year 2020-21).   The City’s anticipated Fiscal Year 2020-21 
yield from the potential sales tax increase would approximate $700,000 to 
$840,000. 
Analysis commissioned this past year determined approximately 70% of 
sales tax received by the City derives from sales to non-residents, illustrating 
that sales tax payments are disproportionately borne by non-resident con-
sumers and visitors to Pacific Grove. 
Without additional revenues, the City will be compelled reduce spending for 
programs and services.   These reductions may jeopardize public health, 
safety and general welfare of residents and visitors as well as curtail funding 
for maintenance, construction and other improvements to City facilities, infra-
structure and the natural environment. 
The proposed tax will fund capital needs; maintain public safety and emer-
gency preparation; enhance the City’s infrastructure of parks, trails, beaches 
and trees; invest in community facilities and spaces; assist in payment of 
pension expenses; and provide general local City services. The proposed 
measure will expenditure of the tax revenues be reviewed by an annual inde-
pendent audit. 
Voter approval of the proposed Sales and Use Tax amendment would pro-
vide the City much-needed revenues and conform to the tax rates imposed 
by neighboring Monterey Peninsula communities.  If not approved, the City 
tax collections will be only two-third (2/3) the local sales tax share enjoyed by 
the other local cities. 
If approved, this election measure amends Chapter 6.08 of the Munici-
pal Code to increase the City’s Sales Tax imposed on the sale of tangible 
property from 8.75 to 9.25% of the gross receipts from the sale of all tangible 
personal property sold in the City.   The sales tax applies to any conveyance 
of tangible personal property and for payments to store, use, or otherwise 
consume such property.   
This general tax raises revenue solely for municipal purposes. The proceeds 
must be placed into the City’s General Fund.   The operative date for the 

Sales Tax Increase in the Offing

5 Sacramento and Salem, but not 
Seattle
6 Oodles (2 wds)
7 Double-check the instructions
8 It divides the US and Canada
9 Native of Mecca
10 Train track
13 Elite USN group
15 VA college, briefly
16 “Golly!”
21 It makes waste
22 “Ain’t happenin’!”
25 Paintball sound
26 Fried chicken part
27 Love to pieces
28 “Life is Good” rapper
29 Standoffish
30 One of melodrama Pauline’s 
many
31 “Clueless” actress Donovan
32 It ain’t proper talk
37 Bug or badger
38 “Much __ About Nothing”
39 Raisin cousins
40 Vehicle
45 European language related to 
Hindi
46 Had a bite
47 Part of NAFTA
48 Martian moon
49 Many vodka buys
52 Prof’s assts.
53 School dance of the ‘60s
54 Greek love
55 At the peak
56 Small islands
57 It may be on the house
58 Vehicle
59 Increased

SEE SALES TAX PAGE 8



Page 8 • CEDAR STREET Times  • July 3, 2020  

Pacific Grove Scavenger Hunt
By David Laws

PG Public Art Scavenger Hunt #8

Residen� al 
Art 451 17 Mile Drive

719 Mermaid Avenue

511 9th Street 

762 Laurel Avenue

451 17 Mile Drive

145 Asilomar Avenue 

Near 722 Laurel Avenue 

222 Lobos Street 

827 Gibson Avenue

1076 Presidio Boulevard  

116 Grand Avenue122 15th Street 

This series came about as I was essentially confined to PG for exercise. Now that I am free to travel further 
afield, I'm not spending so much time exploring the streets of our little town. May have the opportunity to do some 
more the next time they shut us down. That may be sooner than we think!
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New facility will include a nine-
hole par-3 short course, a putting 
course, and an indoor/outdoor food 
and beverage venue overlooking 
one of the Resort’s most stunning 
views

Pebble Beach Company and Tiger 
Woods, through his TGR Design firm, 
have released plans to transform the 
former site of Peter Hay Golf Course. 
Located directly between the Pebble 
Beach Pro Shop and Golf Academy, 
the new facility will include:
· A short course comprised of nine 

par-3 holes ranging in length from 
47 to 106 yards and measuring 670 
yards in total;

· A 20,000-square-foot putting course 
that can be set up in a variety of 
different hole and routing combina-
tions; and

· A 5,000-square-foot food and bev-
erage venue featuring a full kitchen 
and bar, indoor seating, and the 
resort’s largest outdoor patio posi-
tioned for expansive views of the 
short course, putting course, Carmel 
Bay, and Point Lobos  

“We are thrilled to elevate the 
quality of our short course to a level 
consistent with our other world-class 
golf courses,” said Bill Perocchi, Chief 
Executive Officer of Pebble Beach 
Company. “You can see the genius of 
Tiger Woods and TGR Design come 
to life when you walk the site, the way 
it all fits together. I expect all aspects 
of this new facility will be very popular 
for junior golf events, Resort golfers, 
outings, resident hang-outs, and ev-
erything in between.”

Woods’ design philosophy for the 
short course is anchored on playability 
and creativity. His vision is that the 
course will draw new players to the 

game, bring families together, and pro-
vide a fun golf experience for players of 
all ages and abilities, while still offering 
a challenge for skilled players.  

“Everyone who plays this golf 
course is going to enjoy the playability 
of it,” said Woods. “Golfers will have 
the choice to play nearly any club off 
most tees and around the greens, 
which will make them think and chan-
nel their creativity. It will also play 
differently from day to day depending 
on the tee and hole locations and wind 
direction. It’s going to be a lot of fun. I 
can’t wait to play it.”

In shaping the new course, Woods’ 
inspiration resulted in dramatic terrain 
movement and nine holes entirely 
distinct from the old course. He also 
reoriented the routing to better capture 
the views, with four holes now playing 
directly toward Carmel Bay.  

In addition, Woods aligned each 
hole’s yardage to correspond with a 
significant year in Pebble Beach his-
tory, with accompanying plaques on 
each tee telling a story and creating the 
sense guests are walking amongst the 
Resort’s rich championship heritage 
as they play. The only exception is the 
course’s second hole, which will be an 
exact replica of the famous seventh 
hole at Pebble Beach Golf Links.

“Pebble Beach is such an iconic 
golf destination, we want guests to 
feel the entirety of that spirit when 
they play this course. We also know 
not everyone who comes to Pebble 
Beach will have a chance to play the 
U.S. Open course, so we wanted to 
create the opportunity for all visitors 
to experience one of its most famous 
holes,” Woods added.

The Grand Opening of the entire 
facility is currently scheduled for the 
Spring of 2021.

Pebble Beach Company and Tiger 
Woods release plans for reimagined 
short course facility at Pebble Beach

How Dental Offices Are 
Protecting Patients

And Staff During The 
Pandemic

It’s not exactly business as usual for the dental industry – or patients – as 
offices reopen for routine care amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

The outbreak of the virus has brought several changes, some of which 
may be permanent, in how dental offices protect their employees and patients.  

“Dentists have always prioritized safety, but now we’ve significantly ramped 
up our precautions and standard practices because we want both patients and 
workers to feel comfortable during a time of great uncertainty,” says Dr. Kyle 
Bogan (www.drkylebogan.com), a general dentist and speaker on workplace 
culture.

“After three months of being able to handle only emergency cases because 
of the pandemic, we understand the challenges as we reopen for elective and 
preventative care. The experience, knowledge and concern for patients that 
oral care workers bring to their positions is especially important at this time.”

Dr. Bogan points out some concerns of patients and dental staffs and new 
protocols being implemented as offices reopen:
• Pre-screening patients.  The asymptomatic carrier of COVID-19 limits the 

effectiveness of pre-screening patients for the virus, but patients should be 
asked a range of relevant pre-visit questions on the phone. “It forces dental 
staff to treat every patient as if they have the virus,” Dr. Bogan says.  “Before 
patients come in, they need to be asked if they’ve had COVID-19 symptoms 
and, if so, if they’ve been tested.”

• Upon arrival, a new look.  Dr. Bogan says that staff can allay patients’ fears 
by informing them of all the new safety procedures their office is taking. The 
visit will look and feel much different from the moment they arrive. “Patients 
can expect to wait outside upon arriving for their appointment until summoned 
by the staff,” he says. “This will greatly reduce the number of people in the 
waiting room and the time you’re close to other people. And patients should 
have their temperature taken upon arrival. The office should be devoid of 
the usual magazines and toys, and hand sanitizer should be available.”

• Helping fearful employees.  It’s understandable if oral care workers are 
hesitant to return, and Dr. Bogan says it’s important to engage them in dia-
logue about their concerns. “The person may be worried about contracting 
the virus from a patient or co-worker,” he says. “They may be high-risk or 
have someone at home who is. Ask them what you could do to alleviate 
concerns, and make sure your office is following the CDC and ADA recom-
mendations and requirements.  

• Aerosols and protection.  Most dental procedures create aerosols –  sprays 
of saliva or blood from a patient’s mouth splashing into the air. Given the 
possibility of the virus being included in those particles, the attending staff 
around the patient should wear more personal protective equipment, and 
environmental upgrades also are advisable. “The ADA recommends  face 
shields, N95 and KN95 masks, goggles and disposable gowns,” Dr. Bogan 
says. “Some practices are installing plexiglass in the front office area, air-pu-
rification systems and ultraviolet lights to reduce exposure to aerosols.”

• Diligent hygiene and cleaning. “Dentists and hygienists should adhere 
strictly to hand hygiene measures,” Dr. Bogan says, “including before and 
after contact with patients, after contact with contaminated surfaces or 
equipment, and after removing PPE. Disposable gowns should be discarded 
in a dedicated waste container after use. Cloth isolation gowns should be 
laundered after each use. The staff will thoroughly clean patient treatment 
areas between appointments with disinfectants.”

• “It’s important for people to get back to the dentist for routine treatment,” Dr. 
Bogan says. “The virus can give some people a reason to stay away, so it’s 
critical for dental practices to do all the right things to mitigate risk.”

November Election Candidate Filing 
The candidate filing period for offices going to election in the November 

3, 2020 General Election opens July 13, 2020. Candidate forms will be 
available only during this time and must be completed and submitted by the 
deadline, August 7, 2020.  

Offices up for election include governing board members for school 
districts, trustees and governing board members for special districts, and 
elected city offices. A complete list of offices up for election is available in 
the  Monterey County Elections candidate guidelines. Candidates interested 
in school and special district offices will file with Monterey County Elections. 
City candidates must file their paperwork with their City Clerk’s office.

Candidate guidelines and video seminar are now available at  https://
www.montereycountyelections.us/candidate-guidelines/.  The informational 
guide and video provide an overview of important forms and campaign 
deadlines related to the November 3, 2020 General Election.  

In the interest of public health and safety, candidates can expect some 
changes to this year’s candidate filing process. Candidates will initiate their 
filing with a phone appointment followed by multiple options for executing 
signature documents.  

To schedule your appointment: Call: (831) 796-1499, or Email:  Candi-
dateServices@co.monterey.ca.us,or

Complete the online candidate contact form:  https://www.montereycoun-
tyelections.us/candidate-contact-form/

For more information visit  www.MontereyCountyElections.us.

Candidates for Pacific Grove offices will be waiting until July13 as well. 
Offices which will be open include the seats of Bill Peake, Mayor (term 
expires 11/0)

Robert Huitt, Mayor Pro Tempore (termed out 11/20)
Joe Amelio, Councilmember (term expires 11/22)
Cynthia Garfield, Councilmember (term expires 11/20)
Jenny McAdams, Councilmember (term expires 11/22)
Nick Smith, Councilmember (term expires 11/20)
Amy Tomlinson, Councilmember (term expires 11/22)

increase to the Sales Tax, if approved by a majority of the voters, shall be 
January 1, 2021. 
Council directed staff to present alternative options that can be made to the 
draft Resolution that would modify (a) the effective date, and (b) the duration 
of the tax increase. These alternatives are as follows: 
Effective Date for to begin collection of the Increased Tax:         
Option A: January 1, 2021; or 
Option B: July 1, 2021; or 
Option C:  January 1, 2022, or 
Option D. Any other effective date can be selected. 
 
Duration for collection of the increased tax. 
Option E:  The tax increase shall expire 20 years after adoption; on that 
date the increase shall sunset and the sales tax shall revert to the prior 1% 
rate. 
Option F. The tax increase shall not include a sunset date. 
Option G. An alternate date longer or shorter than 20 years can be 
chosen. 
Upon adoption of the Resolution, staff will coordinate with the County of 
Monterey to submit the local measure and commence with undertaking other 
necessary action related to the forthcoming election, including, but not limited 
to, the submittal of arguments and the impartial analysis to the County and 
public noticing as required by the State Elections Code.   To consolidate the 
proposed sales tax measure with the general election on November 3, 2020, 
Council must approve all required documents and file the local measure with 
the County of Monterey on or before August 7, 2020. 
Approval shall authorize the City Clerk to publish a copy of the Resolution 
in a newspaper of general circulation once within fifteen (15) days after its 
adoption and provide services and supplies in connection with the election as 
required by law.   
The Resolution clarifies that City Council shall, in accord with Elections Code 
Section 9282, exercise its right to author and sign ballot arguments and 
rebuttal arguments regarding the measure.   Approval of this agenda item 
delegates that power to the Mayor. 
The Resolution directs the City Attorney to provide an abbreviated statement 
of the ballot measure, and on or before August 13, 2020, to submit an impar-
tial analysis of no more than 500 words as to each ballot measure pursuant 
to section 9203 of the California Elections Code. 
The last day to submit arguments for or against the proposed measures is 
August 13, 2020.   The last day to submit rebuttal arguments for or against 
the proposed measures is August 20, 2020. 
This proposed Resolution is exempt from the CEQA, Public Resources Code 
section 21000 et seq., as it can be seen with certainty that there is no possi-
bility that the activity authorized may have a significant effect on the environ-
ment.

PSALES TAX From Page 7
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Pacific Grove Police Department
Police Report

Pacific Grove Police Department
Police Report
6/20/2020
• 157 Tc-h&r-public prop-drivable / \ Sinex Av hit and run collision 
6/21/2020 
• 0710 Tc-public prop-tow away / \ 17 mile dr nic 
• 1337 Tc-private prop-drivable / \ sunset dr nic 
6/22/2020 
• PC dis con:lodge w/o co \ 8th st contacted two subjects with previous no 

trespass warnings. Moved along. Business 
• Provided PGPD trespass form 0900 info in verbal argument \ Lincoln Av 
• Report of prior domestic violence between a couple. No charges wanted info 

only.
• Found property (info) \ Sunset Dr  At the above date and time a backpack 

was turned into the station as found property. Owner information is known. 
Backpack is being held for safekeeping when the owner can pick up. Update: 
owner came and retrieved her backpack. 

• PC grand theft \ Lighthouse Av theft of jade art from store 
• L&L w/child under 14 \ Ocean View Bl a girl reported past tense sexual as-

sualt. 
• PC grand theft \ Bayview Av items taken from vehicle while subject moving. 
• Info in verbal dv \ Lighthouse av report of a verbal domestic argument between 

separated couple 
• Info in noise complaint \ Grand Av noise complaint. 
6/23/2020 
• PC trespassing \ 12th st suspect Elvin, Riley 02/02/95 
 Suspect arrested for tresspasing 
 Elvin, Riley, Fitzgerald 02/02/95 
• Info in information report \ Jewell av  Subject reported mail theft
• PC cntmpt:crt:disrd/etc \ Lighthouse Av 
• Drive w/o license \ Congress Av suspect Fraide-Salcedo, Cristian Vehicle 

stop determined the driver was unlicensed Restraining order violation 
6/24/2020
• Found property \ Ransford Av found bike. Collected for safekeeping 
• Pc theft \ Lighthouse Av male reported theft. 
• Repo’d vehicle (repo) \ Lighthouse Av on the above date and time a vehicle 

was repossessed from the above location. 
• PC thrtn crime:int:terr \ David Av pt neighbor issue 
• Lobos Av vehicle towed due to expired registration 
• PC trespassing \ Central Av trespass letter. 
• PC theft \Pine Av theft of bicycle. 
6/25/2020 
• Info rpt in found h&s for dest. \ Lighthouse Av found property for destruction. 
• Welfare check (anim) \ David Av Officer was dispatched to a welfare check 

on a dog left in a vehicle. The r/p who did not want contact stated that the 
dog is left in the vehicle most nights. On arrival to the area i contacted the 
dog owner who was checking on his dog. The dog appeared fine, it had food 
water and ventilation. Owner stated that he is visiting people in the complex 
and there are no dogs allowed in the apartment so he leaves his dog in his 
car. He stated that he checks and walks his dog several times a day and it 
goes with him everywhere. I collected his contact information so we would 
have it on file should further concerns arise. Nothing further 

• Mental health hold \ Pine Av mental health hold. 
• Case unfounded fraud that has occurred over the last three months. 
6/26/2020 
• Found hs \ Forest Av found methamphetamine 
• TC-hit & run -public prop-drivable / \ Eardley Av hit and run collision. No leads. 
• PC theft \ Pine Av bicycle theft. 
• PC fight in public place \ 17th St fight in a public place. No prosecution de-

sired. 
• PC vandalism \ Lighthouse Av broken window at a hotel. 
• PC unreasonable noise \ Forest Av subject unable to care for his safety and 

the safety of others. Transported to CHOMP.  
• Info in fall in public \ Arkwright Ct 
• Fall on public property-no injuries 2317 info in info report \ Lighthouse Av  

Fall on private property due to intoxication 
6/27/2020
• PC theft \ Sunset Dr theft of a bike 
• Found bike \ Sunset Dr found bike 
• PC trespassing \ Sinex Av trespassing admonishment. 

Wear Masks in Public

Even “Safe & Sane”
Which are Neither When 
it Comes to Wildfire and 

Burn Injuries

Fireworks are Illegal
in Pacific Grove
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Carmel Police Department
Police Report

Peter Silzer
It’s About US

Puzzle is on page 6

Puzzle Solution

To all heirs and beneficiaries;
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 

Dorothy Marie Owen aka Dorothy M. Owen
Case No. 20PR000188

Filed 5/19/20

A Petition for Probate has been filed by: Marie T. Tolsma in the Superior
 Court of California, County of: Monterey
1200 Aguajito Rd., Monterey, CA 93940

 3. The Petition for Probate requests that: Marie T Tolsma 
be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of the 
decedent.
4. The petition requests the decedent’s will and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The will and any codicils 
are available for examination in the file kept by the court.
5. The petition requests the authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very important actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless they have waived notice or consented to the proposed action) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection t the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant the authority.
6.  A hearing on the petition will be held in this court as follows:
 a. Date: September 23, 2020 Time: 9:00 Dept: 13
b. Address of court: Same as noted above

7. If you object to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file 
written objections with  the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by  your attorney.

8. If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor of the decedent, you  must file your claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal  representative appointed by the court within the later of either (1)  four months from the 
date of first issuance of letters to a general  personal representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing or personal  delivery to you of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate  Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as  a creditor. You may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable in California law.

9. You may examine the file kept by the court. If you are a person 
 interested in the estate, you may file with the court a 
Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory
 and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided
 in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk.

10.1— Attorney for petitioner (name): Rauber Johnson & Black.
1007North Demares, Visaiia, CA 93291 
(Telephone): (559)741-1800

6/26 7/3 7/10

Petition to Administer Estate
Legal Notice

Thank you Monterey Fire Department.  We would like to say thank 
you to our first-responder partners at Monterey Fire for their response 
to yesterday’s structure fire on Lobos Avenue. Their prompt and 
professional action kept a terrible situation from being worse, and we 
are proud to work with them to serve our community.  

6/22/2020
Poss id of 10+ prsn: \ Carpenter & 3rd  
Suspect               Flores, Mariah           04/06/96
• Traffic stop led to the arrest of a female for identity theft (10+ victims), 

possession of stolen property, possession of methamphetamine for sale, 
possession of drug paraphernalia, dui (while addicted to drugs), driving 
without a license and a probation violation. A male was also arrested for a 
probation violation.

Suspect               Cullers, Joseph Alfred
Booking   \ Carpenter/3rd  

Flores,  Mariah,  Jessica Booking   \ Carpenter & 3rd  
Cullers,  Joseph,  Alfred           10/06/77

• Neighbor dispute  (415) \  Guad s 2nd  
• RP reported her neighbor across the street was upset and began yelling 

andcalling her and her mother derogatory terms. The neighbor was upset 
that he was unable to pull into his driveway due to the RP's vehicle being 
parked on the street. The RP stated her neighbor came out of his home a 
second time and beganto yell angrily to the rp and her mother while he held 
an unknown object in his hand. The neighbor then went back inside his 
home. The RP requested the incident be documented as the incident has 
happened in the past on numerous occassions.

• Citizen assist  (icas) \  Junipero & 4th  
 The RP came into the police department to report her concern on how her 

stepson would react if he found out he was left out of her late husbands 
will. The rpstated she has not had contact with her stepson in over 20 years 
but stated she was concerned due to his unstable mental health and violent 
behavior. The RP stated her stepson has not threatened her but wanted her 
concerns to be documented.

• Found wallet  (prop) \  dolores/7th  
 Wallet left at establishment months ago and turned over to the police de-

partment.  Attempts to contact owner unsuccessful.
• Found wallet  (prop) \  dolores/8th  
 Wallet found and turned into the police department. The owner contacted 

via text.

6/23/2020
• Vista  av
Accident
 A non injury traffic accident between a passenger vehicle and construction 

tow truck. Both driver information was exchange and a report was taken.

• Lost canoe  (prop) \  Scenic/Carmelo  
Rp lost his canoe on 06-13-20.  Courtesy report taken.

6/24/2020
• Warrant arrest  (sp) \  rio/LaSuen  

Traffic stop led to the arrest of a male subject with an outstanding warrant.
• Unwanted hand gestures  (sp) \  Monte Verde & 7th  
 RP stated when she was standing in her hotel window, a male subject 

working across the street blew her kisses and made obscene gestures with 
his hands at her.  R/p told hotel management who contacted the male and 
asked him to stop.  Male then left without further incident.  Information only.

• Found bag  (prop) \  Ocean E Lincoln  
 Found canvas bag

6/25/2020
• Dui arrest - \ Carpenter/lwr trl  
 D. U. I.
 Johnson, Charles   dob 04/26/79
 A traffic enforcement stop for vehicle code violations resulted in the driver 

being arrested for dui. Vehicle was not legally parked and stored.
 Johnson,  Charles,  Edward           04/26/79

• Found property  (prp) \  cdm & Serra  st
 A city stature was removed and an unknown person placed a handmade 

wooden sculpture in its place. Unknown owner or when it was placed at the 
site. Item takenand booked as found property. Photos saved to evidence.
Com.

First Friday on Leave
Just a reminder folks... Our First Friday celebrations are on pause for the 

time being until Monterey County begins to lift the "shelter in place" orders. 
At this point the County advises against gatherings of more than 12 people, 
First Friday gatherings are well over 50-100 people in some instances....be 
safe, stay healthy.

We will resume our events once the community is given an "All Clear" just 
as soon as we can. Please be patient as we all navigate this new environment 
and help keep our customers, staff and each other safe.

Thank you,
Adrianne Jonson
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Katie Ryan

Pilates
Joy Colangelo

From the Trenches

By: Michael Vallante

U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion’s Associate Administrator for the 
Office of Field Operations, overseeing 
the 68 district offices and nine Region-
al Administrators; and Regional Ad-
ministrator for Region IX, overseeing 
the agency’s programs and services 
in California, Arizona, Nevada, Hawaii 
and Guam

With the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the unrest that has been taking 
place in some cities, the impact has 
been felt in every sector of our econ-
omy. There has never been a more 
challenging time for America’s small 
business. That’s especially true for 
minority-owned businesses who face 
unique challenges even in the best 
of times.

As the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration Regional Administrator 
to the Pacific Rim area, I understand 
that supporting the Black community 
includes investing in Black-owned 
businesses and supporting Black 
entrepreneurs across every town in 
America.

We hear from Black-owned busi-
nesses of the socioeconomic and 
capital funding challenges with starting 
and expanding a business.   Our goal 
is to work with Black entrepreneurs 
to overcome these entrepreneurship 
challenges.

The Paycheck Protection Program 
was created to assist businesses eco-
nomically impacted by the pandemic.   
This forgivable loan program has pro-
vided over 4.6 million small business 
loans  totaling more than  $500 billion 
to ensure that tens of millions of hard-
working Americans stay connected to 
their jobs.    This program is dedicated 
to providing emergency capital to sus-
tain our nation’s small businesses and 
retain their employees.   The deadline 
to apply for this program is just days 
away.    Small businesses that have 
not yet applied have until June 30  to 
do so.  More than $100 billion is still 
available.

Of the PPP funding, SBA part-
nered    specifically with Community 
Development Financial Institutions 
(CDFIs) and Minority Depository Insti-
tutions (MDIs) to ensure that funding 
reaches all communities in need of 
relief during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.   CDFIs and MDIs work to expand 
economic opportunity in low-income 
communities by providing access to fi-
nancial products and services for local 
residents and businesses.   Together, 

these lenders have originated more 
than $17 billion in dedicated fundsto 
small businesses in low-income com-
munities.

Other ongoing programs that 
SBA has available include  Women’s 
Business Centers  to assist women in 
starting and growing small businesses.   
Across the U.S., Black women start 
their own business at record rates. 
These centers provide a full range of 
services for women entrepreneurs at 
all stages of planning, implementation 
and growth.

For those interesting in contract-
ing with the federal government,  
Women-owned business certification  
helps provide a level playing field for 
women business owners, as the gov-
ernment limits competition for certain 
contracts to businesses certified as 
women-owned.   Another valuable 
resource is the  Mentor-Protégé Pro-
gram, designed for small businesses 
to learn from an experienced govern-
ment contractor.

Other mentoring programs include  
SCORE,  a network of thousands of 
volunteer business counselors around 
the country who mentor and educate 
small business owners. It’s a free 
mentoring and education program for 
business owners to learn from others 
who have been through the entre-
preneurship journey.    This program 
also seeks mentors from the Black 
community to better assist Black entre-
preneurship as they better understand 
the obstacles of Black entrepreneurs.

For businesses seeking to expand 
to international markets,  Export Assis-
tance Centers  help small businesses by 
providing information on how to export, 
participate in foreign trade missions 
and trade shows, translate websites, 
and design marketing campaigns.   
These and many other SBA resources 
are available online at SBA.gov, includ-
ing information about upcoming webi-
nars to assist entrepreneurs in over-
coming common business obstacles 
and today’s unprecedented challenges. 
As the Regional Administrator for the 
Pacific Rim for SBA, and as Associate 
Administrator for the Office of Field Op-
erations for our agency, SBA is ready 
to assist, whether in-person, on the 
phone, or virtually through a webinar, 
we are here for small businesses and 
entrepreneurs.

At the SBA, our role is to support 
entrepreneurs in achieving their dream 
of owning a business, scaling-up their 
business, and recover from today’s 
unprecedented challenges.

Supporting Black-Owned Small Businesses and 
Entrepreneurship   Deadline Fast Approaching

Editor:
I find the article by Mrs. Colangelo 

to be offensive in so many ways! As a 
high schooler in Belmont California I was 
the sister school to Serra high school in 
San Mateo California! Serra high school 
which produced many fine young men 
who became local heroes to most of you 
including Barry Bonds. Yes the Giants left 
fielder who was everyone’s hero, I was at 
most every party dance etc with!   Would 
she not feel the same about his statue 
as a hall of fame figure and as a man of 
color? I find it rude and just plain igno-
rant at best her article! Maybe she should 
have thought a bit more about impact 
on the readers as a whole than just her 
own opinion as a person! Her attitude has 
turned me off many times but I felt this 
article about Father Serra to be too much 
to not write in and voice how I felt! He 
has been put into sainthood for a reason 
and it’s not up for her vote! Opinion is 
one thing but bashing something that 
has repercussions on so many people, 
things in so many ways just hurts and is 
not nice or right in any respect!   
Bethann Lynch

Ms. Lynch - I love your letter in so 
many ways as it presents my argument 
better than I did myself.

Barry Bonds has been indicted 
for perjury to a Federal Grand Jury, if 
I recall ,for his testimony over steroid 
use. Thus he was disallowed into the 
Hall of Fame. Are you still thrilled to 
have been at every dance with him? 
(and what does that mean anyway 
-- all people at your dance party are 
what??) I don’t care one bit what 
color he is.   You also offer up an 
exceptional argument about how 
people’s beliefs shouldn’t be forced 
onto others -- your statue is forc-
ing me to look at your maladapted 
hero everytime I travel into Carmel 
-- my opinion requires you to simply 
discontinue reading and turn the 
page. And might I remind you I write 
an opinion piece.   It has to be my 
opinion. A statue isn’t an opinion - it’s 
cast in bronze.

So my advice to you Bethany: 
learn how to argue and discuss your 

case instead of make mine
Joy Colangelo

The problem, Joy, is you again 
missed the point! Barry is not my per-
sonal HERO, he is though overwhelming 
popularity in this area is the point! ARE 
YOU THE EDITOR OF THIS PAPER? I wrote 
the editor! Anyway I didn’t bother to fin-
ish after I read indictment because check 
your resources. He never paid a dime or 
did jail time. I would know! Point being 
is who are you to say anything about a 
Saint? Is it your duty to appoint anyone 
to sainthood? Do you walk on water? NO 
AND THAT IS MY POINT! You are no better 
than anyone else that walks this earth! 
You are not less than anyone either! 
Equality is what we are trying to SPREAD 
THE WORD ABOUT NOT WHAT YOU THINK   
ABOUT SAINTHOOD! Some options are 
better left unsaid and not written! It’s a 
bummer when you look forward to read-
ing your neighborhood newspaper to 
have your article be the black cloud every 
time! Now I wrote to the EDITOR AND I 
GET YOU! Something seems personal and 
just well bully tactic with you!   
Let the Editor see all three letters because 
I will! And if y’all are the editor that 
explains why you write in the neighbor-
hood news! 
Regards, 
Bethann Lynch

[Ed.} The letters came to me, as 
editor, and I shared them with Joy.I think 
it’s important for my writers to know how 
readers are reacting to what they write. 

We strive to be a neighborhood 
newspaper and to steer clear of state 
and national news unless that affect local 
people. There are other sources for that 
information and I have received thanks 
for writing about COViD 19 and some 
other big issues.

Are You an Athlete or an Exerciser?
“”You will feel better in 10 sessions, look better in 20, and have a completely 

new body in 30 sessions” Joseph Pilates
The way to tell is an athlete is actively participating in sports competitions 

and probably getting paid as it is typically their full time job. An athlete’s primary 
goal is performance and they only make up about 1% of the population.

What is an “exerciser”? An exerciser does not meet the above criteria but 
still exercises or plays sports regularly. An exerciser may train or compete and 
the primary goal is health or appearance not performance.

Most of us here are exercisers therefore we need to be careful and not fuel 
ourselves with the amount and types of food athletes eat. Pilates is not known 
for being a calorie burner as it does not get the heart rate up high enough.

A good rule of thumb is to eat 1-4 hours before class. Age, gender, size 
& training duration vary but a banana or non-fat yogurt with nuts is a good  
pre-snack meal for a Pilates class.

Be careful of Gatorade or sugary drinks as you need 60 minutes of intense 
cardio just to burn off 8oz!

Xoxoxoxo,
Katie

Katie Ryan is a certified Pilates instructor with 16 years of experience and 
is also certified in Rehabilitation.  If you have any questions, please email her 
at info@matpilateswithkatie.com or go to www.matpilateswithkatie.com where 
she teaches online Pilates classes and you might want to give it a try.

In days of old
when knights were bold
And I was in junior high, 
Girls took Home Ec and boys took Wood Shop.
While I never learned how to balance the household checkbook or the most 

economical cut of meat to buy, there were some things from Home Economics 
that I still remember and use today.

Who could know that 55 years later I would  find it useful to know how to 
measure 6 feet from the next person in line, using only my body?

Did you know that the distance from the left hand/fingertip to the right, with 
arms held out on each side, is usually equal to one's height?

Marge Ann Jameson

Gossip & Fiddly Bits
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Joy Colangelo

From the Trenches
Logic is Hard to Come By. . . 
Again

The latest keruffle  is taking place at Monarch Pines (MP) Mobile Home 
Park with emphasis on mobile. I’m listening to City Council as I type and they 
are referencing MP and the conjecture around it. But I’ll fill in until the real 
agenda item comes up much later. There is a right of way (ROW) that goes 
through MP’s that belongs to the railway, which are issued in perpetuity.   All 
ROW’s for utilities and transportation are signified as such. It is mapped as 
Zone O for open space and does occur on many maps.   MP’s has put out 
a 30 minute long video (had to cost a mint) claiming that the City is trying 
to take the land for a 50 foot roadway through it, removing a dozen or so 
mobile homes. The video goes on and on about a conspiracy to decimate 
their property values so the City can build a hotel or condos there.....well it 
just went on and on and I couldn’t listen to the whole thing. The elders all 
take time at the camera telling about their work history in Sacramento or 
how they volunteered in Afghanistan -- you know the stories -- told as if it 
were yesterday and how they have the right to live their dwindling years in 
this affordable housing near the beach on the California coast. Well, the City 
has no intention of building and if they did, take the mobile part of “mobile 
home” very seriously and move the  displaced ones to different spots on the 
property.   They have double wide roads that could easily be scaled down.   
About 40% of the homes there are empty most days of the year. But like I said, 
the City isn’t going to build on the land. The ONLY thing Zone O would allow 
is an open area (that’s why it’s called “open.”)   A bike path could go through 
there -- the one we’ve promised the Coastal Commission since 1986 or the 
bike path could veer over to Oceanview. Enough about mobile homes -- it’s 
such a moot point you need special hearing aids  to hear a logical voice in the 
argument from their side.    

My last column brought some hate mail wherein the writers tried their 
best to defend Father Serra. You need a very special filter to defend that fella 
and the letters disintegrated into spitfire by the time they signed their name 
at the bottom. One started with “Listen Lady....”   I believe it might be printed 
in this edition...but if it’s not...get a hold of me and we can read it together. 
She actually makes my point better than I did. Difference was she thought 
she was defending the Catholic Church.   Not even the Pope is able to do that 
and when addressing sexual abuse charges and indigenous displacement, he 
merely shrugs his shoulders and says “sorry.”  

Then we have the displacement of the tables downtown with the street 
opened back up so now we have parklets where you can dine while breath-
ing car exhaust. The people who wanted the street opened up again cite that 
those with breathing problems or other disabilities, couldn’t walk from their 
parking spot a few hundred feet away. They wanted to park in front of the 
restaurant and further damage their lungs with exhaust. I’m telling ya - I love 
a good argument but only if you are good at arguing. You have to make sense 
with your line of reasoning. Your excuse has to match the solution. Thus if 
you are going to use the “disability defense,” you would have to conclude that 
if you can drive, or squeeze yourself into a passenger seat, you have a cer-
tain amount of mobility and coordination. If you are driving, you are telling 
me you have expert reaction time and full strength in your legs where you 
might have to put on the brakes very firmly and briskly at that.   If you have 
a lung disorder, you are exactly the person who should be confining yourself 
because you are high risk during COVID and who shouldn’t be further pollut-
ing the air by driving and further the heck more, not sitting in the line of fire 
of car exhaust. It’s a lung disease. It’s not a gut disease or a brain infection. 
It attacks the lungs.   So your claims that you are disabled but abled enough 
to drive, participating in the most physically and mentally exhausting not 
to mention most dangerous thing we do in our day just don’t connect. Your 
claim is that restaurants shouldn’t expand their footprint to recover from 
COVID in order to grab the money from those who are able bodied enough 
to handle an exposure. If you are disabled, too old to walk a few hundred feet, 
obese, or otherwise carry a high risk factor for COVID death, not just COVID ill-
ness, you shouldn’t be out anyway. True? Aren’t we all staying home because 
you are high risk and we aren’t? Why are those of us with no comorbidities 
staying home so you can eat out and increase your risk? Geesh.

  Don’t even get me started on how this City is opening way up for July 
4th weekend. Salinas Valley Memorial has a full ICU which it hasn’t had since 
this all started. We’re going to all have locked down, keeping COVID from this 
area, all for July 4th beach goers, keeping only our beaches open while Mon-
terey has closed theirs. There’s no logic to it. You can’t find any. Don’t try. It’s 
not there. City Council is chatting right this minute and I’m going to hit send 
to submit this before they can finish their sentences. So far they are saying 
they are keeping the beaches open and people just have to take personal 
responsibility. Anyone who is travelling during this weekend has no personal 
responsibility. Double geesh.

Book Recommendation?
Editor:

As the clouds cleared for the day, Heidi, my faithful canine companion 
Sam and I decided to take a walk around the Grove, keeping our physical 
distance from other Pagrovians. Sam  had some stops to make and while 
waiting, we came across a Little Library on 11th Street, with a wonderful little 
paperback inside -- this is no joke but – it’s entitled,  “How to Stop Lying,”  the 
Ultimate  Cure Guide for Pathological Liars and Compulsive  Liars  by author 
Caesar Lincoln.  Intriguing. Published November 2016, Just a coincidence?

A perfect gift for you know who. I’m sending it off to DJT C/O the White 
House, right now.  

Gary Karnes
Pacific Grove

Editor:

The California budget that Governor Gavin Newsom proposed back in 
January prior to the horrendously destructive, disruptive and deadly Covid-19 
pandemic had to be revised.  

Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, California was in the midst of a very vibrant 
and growing economy. The state coffers were awash in cash. And based on the 
healthy economic projections, the governor proposed a budget that included 
an increase in public school and social services funding for next year.

The deadly   pandemic changed the rosy state coffers dramatically and 
it caused the governor to propose a revised budget that slashed $14 billion 
in school and state social services. Of the $14 billion in cuts, $8 billion would 
have come from funding for k-12 school districts and community colleges, 
according to the LA Times.

Very wisely, the governor and legislative leaders collaborated intelligently 
and compassionately and developed a reasonable budget that avoids placing 
the major    burden of cuts on students, teachers, school districts, colleges, 
and those vulnerable among us.

Much to Governor Newsom’s credit, he and the legislative leaders negotiat-
ed and “agreed on a revised budget that is balanced, responsible, and protects 
core services-education, health care, social safety net and emergency pre-
paredness and response,” according to a statement released by the governor.  

What is taking place in California contrasts with the political intrigue, 
grandstanding, and party shenanigans that we hear from the Washington 
politicians on both sides of the aisle. We are dismayed, bewildered, skeptical, 
and confused at the lack of wise leadership, and intelligent political dialogue.

At this unprecedented time of national crises, we need intelligent and com-
passionate leaders who put country ahead of party, service to others ahead of 
self, and respect for knowledge, expertise and common sense over personal 
aggrandizement and ambition.

Chuck Sambar
818-640-3763

Commentary
Your Letters

We Need Intelligent and 
Compassionate leaders

Congratulations, PG
Editor:

While I am a member of the Economic Development Commission, I am 
writing this as an individual, not as a commissioner or representative of the 
EDC.

The way that PG neighbors have responded to the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic is a source of great pride for me. Your compliance with 
safety precautions and courtesy as we go about our business have been 
heartwarming. While compliance protects our health and peace of mind, 
courtesy makes the inconveniences of daily life a lot more bearable. Thank 
you, neighbors!

As we open businesses and recover much-needed economic welfare 
from visitors to our community, we are likely to see people who have not ex-
perienced new social norming as thoroughly as we have. I understand a shop 
owner has already had to turn away customers who refused to wear masks.

Imagine being a business that has been without income for weeks, facing 
an uncertain recovery, nurturing your enterprise back to health, and needing 
to turn away customers. Imagine worrying what they might write on Yelp! in 
retaliation.  

Now imagine a city-sponsored campaign that would provide an 
eye-catching, small poster in every shop window that says “We are in this 
together” along with graphics for face coverings and safe distancing. Perhaps 
it could be signed “City Council, Pacific Grove.” It would send the message 
that our businesses are not in this alone, that we as a community have their 
backs. Perhaps visitors disgruntled by the need to wear a mask would trans-
fer their upset from the store to the city and write us a negative review about 
their experience. Frankly, I think such reviews would be excellent for our 
brand as a destination.

Tama Olver
Pacific Grove
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Local Real Estate Update

Patrick Ryan
Scott Dick, Monterey County 
Association of Realtors
Market Matters
Mortgage rates set new record low, 
falling below 3% as concerns rise 
about coronavirus second wave
Source: CNBC
Barely a week ago it looked like mortgage rates were finally breaking higher, but in 
a sudden reversal, they just set a new record low. The average rate on the popular 
30-year fixed mortgage hit 2.97% Thursday, according to Mortgage News Daily, 
as the stock market sold off and investors rushed to the relative safety of the bond 
market. Mortgage rates loosely follow the yield on the 10-year U.S. Treasury. For 
top-tier borrowers, some lenders were quoting as low as 2.75%. Lower-tier borrow-
ers would see higher rates. “This is a very abrupt and arguably unexpected change 
given that last week looked like a potentially scary lift-off for rates after an extend-
ed stay near the previous all-time lows,” said Matthew Graham, chief operating 
officer at Mortgage News Daily. “It suggests we shouldn’t count out the ability of 
interest rates to maintain these levels (or improve upon them) even if the economy 
continues showing signs of healing.”
Making sense of the story:

·	 The market sell-off is being fueled by new concerns that there may be a 
second wave of the coronavirus, which already decimated the economy in 
April and May. 

·	 Interest rates also benefited from an announcement by the Federal Reserve 
on Wednesday that it would continue buying mortgage-backed bonds. That 
will keep liquidity in the lending market. 

·	 Low rates have fueled a sharp and fast recovery in the housing market, es-
pecially for homebuilders. Mortgage applications to purchase a home were 
up 13% annually last week, according to the Mortgage Bankers Associa-
tion. 

·	 “The general sentiment from consumer surveys is that now is not a good 
time to sell a home because of Covid, economic uncertainty, and social 
unrest, but the data is saying the opposite,” said Danielle Hale, chief econ-
omist for realtor.com. “Home prices are back to their pre-Covid pace and 
we’re seeing listings spend slightly less time on the market than last week.”

·	 Mortgage rates are just one piece of the puzzle. Mortgage credit availabil-
ity is still key, and it fell last month to the lowest level in nearly six years, 
according to an MBA survey.

·	 The average rate on the popular 30-year fixed mortgage hit 
2.97% Thursday, according to Mortgage News Daily, as the 
stock market sold off and investors rushed to the relative 
safety of the bond market.

What is a Comprehensive Market 
Analysis?

Last weekend, while reading the issue of the Cedar Street Times online and I 
miss the print version by the way, but that is just me and my old-fashioned ways.  
Anyways, I read my article as usual to make sure it made sense and was well 
organized, when I realized that I ended with mention of a Comprehensive Market 
Analysis, but did not explain what one actually is.  Today I aim to rectify that.

A Comprehensive Market Analysis, otherwise known by its acronym CMA, 
is just that.  It is comprehensive.  It reflects a market, in my case the real estate 
market, and it is an analysis of said market.  A CMA is a guide, a tutorial and 
an information packet designed to educate a property owner on the current 
conditions of the real estate market and should give an accurate estimation of 
what range a home should sell.

The market that is analyzed should be locally focused, but also can take 
into consideration state or national concerns into account.  The CMA most 
importantly should be current in the analysis of market conditions and not rely 
on out of date data.  The CMA should also provide information about the agent 
and brokerage that is providing it.

When I provide a CMA to a client, I am providing my client with a range at 
which I believe that their home will sell.  This allows the seller to use the infor-
mation when deciding at what price to bring their home to market.  A seller does 
not want to price the home too high and have it sit and not sell or price it way 
too low and give it away.  The CMA helps guide and inform the decision-mak-
ing process.  The price range is derived from looking at homes that are called 
comparables.  These are homes that have recently sold that are similar in size, 
location, bed/bath count, condition and amenities.  If there are enough recent 
sales, I will only need to go back 6 months, but if there are not enough sales 
then I may need to go back a year and expand the size of the location/area to 
find a sale to compare it to.

In reality, I am comparing the seller’s home to other ones out there that 
have sold in order to come up with the suggested list price range.  Now there 
are algorithms out there that companies like Zillow and Trulia use, but I find 
that they are lacking.  They don’t take into account the flow of the home inside 
or the positive or negative aspects of the micro-neighborhood that the home 
is located in.  They also bounce all over the place.  Zillow’s home value of a 
property I listed and sold in Pebble Beach last year changed over $100,000 
within one week.  Mind you, nothing changed in the home.  It was just Zillow’s 
algorithm being its normal unpredictable and unreliable self.

An accurate CMA truly comes from an agent that knows the area and works 
the area.  An agent that sees the homes for sale and is productive, in my humble 
opinion.  While it is ultimately the seller’s responsibility to pick the price that the 
home will be listed at, a CMA is essential in providing the information needed 
for the seller to make that decision.

As always, please contact me with any questions and if you would like your 
own personalized, confidential CMA, shoot me an email or give me a call.  You 
can do it even if you are not thinking of selling your home, but just want to have 
an idea of the value.  Cheers.

Patrick Ryan Sotheby’s International Realty, 831.238.8116, patrick.ryan@
sothebyshomes.com

Congressman Jimmy Panetta 
(CA-20)  co-introduced the Op-
portunity Starts at Home Act to 
provide permanent, supportive 
services for people at-risk of expe-
riencing homelessness.   The bill 
was introduced along with Con-
gressman Jimmy Gomez (CA-34) 
and fellow California Ways and 
Means Democrats Congress-
man Mike Thompson (CA-05), 
Congresswoman Linda Sánchez 
(CA-38), and Congresswoman 
Judy Chu (CA-27).

The Opportunity Starts at 
Home Act, included in the Moving 
Forward Act, H.R. 2, establishes 
a new tax credit that supports af-
fordable housing financed by the 
Low-Income Housing Tax Credit 
(LIHTC) in providing services to 
help vulnerable individuals and 
those with serious and long-term 
disabilities – such as mental ill-
ness, developmental disabilities, 
physical disabilities, substance 
abuse disorders, and chronic 

health conditions – access and main-
tain stable housing.

“Support services for low-income 
renters can play an important role 
in preventing homelessness,”  said 
Congressman Panetta. “The Oppor-
tunity Starts at Home Act incentivizes 
contributions to supportive services re-
serve funds which can provide health 
care, job training, financial counseling, 
and other services to those who need 
help staying in their homes.   It’s this 
type of legislation that we work on 
as members of the Ways and Means 
Committee and in Congress that can 
help those most at-risk on the Central 
Coast.”

“The Opportunity Starts at Home 
Act represents a comprehensive 
approach to our nation’s homeless-
ness crisis, as well as the challenges 
working individuals and families face 
in keeping a roof over their heads,”  
said Congressman Gomez. “The bill 
recognizes the importance of con-
fronting this humanitarian emergency 
from every angle by supporting low-in-

come renters and the most vulnerable 
among us with services that address 
their financial, employment, and physi-
cal and mental health needs. I’d like to 
thank my Ways and Means Committee 
colleagues for working with me on this 
legislation and extend my appreciation 
to Chairman Richard Neal for the op-
portunity to incorporate it into House 
Democrats’ legislative efforts to rebuild 
America’s infrastructure.”

For purposes of this credit, sup-
portive services are defined as ser-
vices provided to low-income tenants 
including health services, coordination 
of benefits, job search assistance and 
training, financial counseling, resident 
engagement services, or services the 
principal purpose of which is to help 
tenants retain permanent housing.

LIHTC is the most important fed-
eral resource for creating affordable 
housing in the United States.   Since its 
creation 30 years ago, LIHTC has built 
or rehabilitated more than 3.2 afford-
able housing units, leveraging more 
than $190 billion in private investment 

to do so. During that time, the 
credit has been responsible for 
nearly 90 percent of all federally 
funded affordable housing.

The Opportunity Starts At 
Home Act is one part of the afford-
able housing provisions included 
in H.R. 2, Moving Forward Act, 
House Democrats $1.5 trillion 
plan to transform American in-
frastructure—not only our roads, 
bridges, and transit systems, 
but also our schools, housing, 
broadband access, and more. By 
investing in families, workers, and 
communities across the country, 
we can support American manu-
facturing and ingenuity and create 
millions of jobs that cannot be ex-
ported, all while putting our coun-
try on a path toward zero carbon 
emissions, making communities 
and roads safer, and addressing 
long-standing disparities.  
Congressman Panetta serves 
on the House Committee on 
Ways and Means.

Congressman Panetta Co-Introduces
the  Opportunity Starts at Home Act
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Wanda Sue Parrott
Homeless in Paradise

In Our Own Backyard--Part 36
Is America heading toward US Civil War Two?

Finding relief from prolonged 
Sheltering in Place (SIP) might be 
forcing you to question the future. If 
so, romance in your life should help 
relieve stress from all the recent vio-
lence on TV. 

Amy Kitchener, hypothetical white 
19th-century farm woman, who lived 
in Iowa before and after the Civil 
War, explores the power of romance 
in her Recipes and Reflections of a 
19th-Century Ghost entitled “There’s 
a Spirit in the Kitchen—Amy Kitchen-
er Speaks to America” (Galde Press, 
Inc., 2001). 

She tells scribes Jackie Dashiell 
and Wanda Sue Parrott that since her 
death in 1889 she’s been a “minister-
ing angel in training” and America is 
her beat, so she is deeply concerned 
about the unromantic direction in 
which the country has been headed 
for the last century-and-a-half.

“The spirit of romance is sadly 
lacking in you modern men, women 
and children,” Amy says. 

“Yes, children! We have watched 
you educate your children away from 
their own romantic natures. In so do-
ing, you have turned them away from 
the spark of soul within themselves.”

What happens when soul is un-
sparked?

Daily news reveals what happens 
to social justice when soul isn’t evident. 
Nerves fray. Tempers erupt. Patience 
fizzles like a shorted-out fuse. 

In SID conditions, financial se-
curity is at risk. Boredom can be a 
working person’s strange bedfellow. 
Knowing life can be wiped out by an 
invisible enemy raises frustration to its 
bursting point and pathos pours forth 
like burning lava instead of cool tears 

Oldsters like me add: Where’s the 
war that’s been coming since the 1965 
Watts riots?

 People are chanting “Get Off Our 
Necks” and “Black Lives Matter.” 

 I remember after the Watts riots 
in Los Angeles 55 years ago the two 
chants that changed history: “Burn, 
Baby, Burn!” plumed like smoke from 
overturned police cars and looting, but 

“Black is Beautiful!” rose like an 
exquisite ebony Phoenix from ashes of 
the riots as a young man named Ron 
Karenga created Kwanzaa. 

As the possibility rises that Con-
gress will make Juneteenth (June 19) 
a national holiday commemorating the 
day the last slaves were freed (in Tex-
as) in 1865, could the hands of justice 
bend toward peace rather than war by 
reintroducing Kwanzaa?

Reintroducing Kwanzaa
What if a local Kwanzaa-inspired 

celebration were held in lieu of can-
celled 4th of July picnics and public 
parades for people of every skin color 
in the Monterey Peninsula community?

This annual celebration of Afri-
can-American culture is usually held 
from December 26 to January 1, 
culminating in gift-giving and a feast 
of faith known as Karamu Ya Imani. 
According to Karenga, Kwanzaa in 
Swahili means: “To strive for and 
maintain unity in the family, community, 
nation and race.”

There are seven principles cele-
brated, each represented by a different 
candle. The names of candles are in 
Swahili, with definitions in English:

“Umjoa” means unity.
2.“Kujichagulia” means self-deter-

mination (defining, naming, creating 
and speaking for oneself).

3. “Ujima” means collective work 
and responsibility (uplifting your com-
munity by building and maintaining 
community together; making our 
brother’s and sister’s problem[s] and 
solving them together).

4. “Ujamaa” means cooperative 
economics (uplifting your community 
economically by building and maintain-
ing our own stores, shops and other 
businesses, and to profit from them 
together). 

5. “Nia” means purpose (making 
our collective vocation the building and 
developing of our community in order 
to restore our people to their traditional 
greatness).

6. “Kuumba” means creativity (to 
do always as much as we can, in order 
to leave our community more beautiful 
and beneficial than we inherited it).

7. “Imani” translates to “faith.” 
According to Karenga, faith in the 

community means “To believe with all 
our heart in our people, our parents, 

our teachers, our leaders and the righ-
teousness and victory of our struggle.”

An example of such faith lies in 
the “We Love Campus Town” group 
in Seaside that will be working toward 
the Campus Town project following 
the sunsetting of Fort Ord Reuse 
Authority on June 30. Many of their 
grandparents and great grandparents 
were slaves.

In a Kwanzaa celebration, the 
candlelighting ritual is followed by a 
potluck. Such a romance-inspiring 
summer event could be a barbecue, 
hotdog roast, pizza feast or watermel-
on fest to which the whole community 
is invited on Zoom if not in a public park 
or house of worship.

According to Amy Kitchener, ro-
mance by any other name translates 
to Soul Food.

Meanwhile, back to the question 
of war!

An open invitation:
The Unitarian Universalist Church 

of the Monterey Peninsula invites you 
to “Conflagration: The Prospect of a 
Second American Civil War” by Rev. 
John A. Buehrens, former president of 
the Unitarian Universalist Association, 
and worship associate Bob Sadler, 
Sunday, July 5, 10:30 a.m.  

Dr. Buehrens, a graduate of Har-
vard Divinity School, heard his call to 
the ministry in 1968 at protests about 
institutionalized racism. As a historian, 
he compares this moment in history to 
the polarization in America over race 
going back to the 1850s when Unitar-
ian minister Theodore Park and black 
abolitionist Frederick Douglass called 
for a Second American Revolution. 

He will analyze the prospects for 
revolutionary change in 2020.

To view this service on Sun-
day, click here  .

Zoom Meeting ID: 763 641 438. 
Password: Sunday. 
Or join via phone by calling 1-669-

900-6833. 
Further details at www.uucmp.

org .
Happy 4th of July, everyone!

About this Column: “Homeless 
in Paradise” is a free public service 
self-funded and produced by the au-
thor. During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
this column appears regularly on the 
last week of each month in the Cedar 
Street Times at www.cedarstreettimes.
com (and as periodic FLASH columns 
like this one).

It also appears on Facebook, in 
Next Door and on private email lists. 
If interested in being added to the list, 
submit your request to the contact info 
below.)

Copyright 2020 by Wanda Sue 
Parrott

Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at 
831-899-5887, amykitchenerfdn@
hotmail.com

Sea Otter Classic Cancelled
First of all, thank you for your overwhelming support of the  Sea Otter Clas-

sic. As previously noted, our management team has been preparing to host 
the event in October. After frequent discussions with Monterey County health 
officials, it has become clear that we 
cannot host an event that will meet our 
health and safety standards. This has 
always been our top priority.  Conse-
quently, we have decided to cancel 
the Sea Otter Classic scheduled for 
October 1-4, 2020. The Bicycle Lead-
ership Conference is also cancelled.  
More information regarding the can-
cellation of the Sea Otter Classic and 
the Bicycle Leadership Conference will 
be available on July 17.

Wanda Sue Parrott flashes home-
made cardboard teeth
before marching with Monterey Rec-
reation Department’s Tap 
Bananas in 2019 4th of July Parade 
in Monterey. Could a new civil war 
end such celebrations?
Photo by Mark Roth

that dissolve anger.
Indeed, social unrest isn’t very ro-

mantic and it’s downright ugly if racism 
is involved. 

For instance, looting and violence 
in the wake of George Floyd’s tragic 
death last month left the country won-
dering: Is a second civil war coming? 
If yes, when?
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On June 25 Monterey County Board of Supervisors Mary Adams and John 
Phillips recognized Cannery Row Company, the Sardine Factory and Inns of 
Monterey for receiving the “Safe Travels” designation from the World Travel 
& Tourism Council (WTTC) by presenting a proclamation to Ted Balestreri, 
Chairman and CEO of the Cannery Row Company and CEO of the Sardine 
Factory, Bert Cutino, Partner of the Cannery Row Company and COO of the 
Sardine Factory and Randy Venard, General Manager of the Inns of Monterey.    
Adams and Phillips are the Monterey County Board of Supervisors liaisons for 
the hospitality and tourism sector for Monterey County’s recovery task force.

The WTTC awarded Cannery Row tourism destination, the Sardine Factory 
restaurant, and Inns of Monterey hotel group the “Safe Travels” stamp, the 
first-ever global safety and hygiene stamp initiative. Cannery Row is the first 
tourism business on the Central Coast to receive this designation recognizing 
the implementation of rigorous safety protocols. Likewise, the Sardine Factory 
is the first restaurant and Inns of Monterey the first hotel group in Monterey 
approved for the Safe Travels program.    The Inns of Monterey hotel group 
includes the historic Casa Munras Garden Hotel & Spa, Monterey Bay Inn, 
Spindrift Inn, Victorian Inn and Wave Street Inn.

“Over the past few months we’ve worked closely with Supervisors Adams 
and Phillips on the reopening plan for the hospitality and tourism industry and 
establishing protocols to keep visitors safe when they visit this incredible area,” 
said Ted Balestreri, Chairman and CEO of the Cannery Row Company. “We 

Monterey County Board of Supervisors Mary Adams and John Phillips present proclamation to 
Ted Balestreri, Bert Cutino and Randy Venard in recognition of receiving the “safe travels” stamp 
from the World Travel & Tourism Council.

Only 700 Tourism Organizations in the World Have Received the Safe Travels Designation.
(Left to Right) Supervisor John Phillips, Ted Balestreri, Bert Cutino, Supervisor Mary Adams, Randy 
Venard
  

Safe Travels with Local Businesses

appreciate the Monterey County Board of Supervisors recognizing our safe 
travels stamp and attention to safety.”

Eligible businesses such as hotels, restaurants, airlines, cruise lines, tour 
operators, restaurants, outdoor shopping, and transportation and airports 
may use the Safe Travels stamp once they implement all health and hygiene 
protocols outlined by the WTTC.    

WTTC Safe Travels protocols include following guidelines for restarting 
operations, establishing staff preparedness training, demonstrating protocols 
are in place for enhanced cleanliness and hygiene best practices, implementing 
requirements outlined by health authorities, and integrating innovation. The 
Safe Travels protocols also follow guidelines from the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). At 
this time, only 700 tourism organizations in the world have received the Safe 
Travels designation.

The goal of the program is for travelers to be able to recognize govern-
ments and businesses around the world that have adopted the standardized 
safety and hygiene protocols outlined by the WTTC, helping consumers feel 
comfortable with where they travel, and bringing back confidence to the travel 
& tourism industry.

The Safe Travels program has been embraced by the world’s major tourism 
groups including the United Nations World Tourism Organization. Trip.com 
and Expedia have also supported the Safe Travels initiative.
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CARMEL  VALLEY  REPORT

Watch For The Return Of The Spittlebug
The weather in the valley is clear and sunny today as I write on 
June 23.  A few weeks ago I asked our garden service about 
bits of foam looking material on the rosemary plants in our 
garden.
We were told not to worry because they were spittlebugs in their 
cocoons waiting to fly away until their return next year and that 
they were not harmful. The insect lives for one year. They lay 
their eggs which form nymphs protected by the white foam that  
you can see in the image to the right. When they are
ready they fly away as spittle bugs and the foam is gone. If you 
desire more detail just look them up on your computer. They are 
very interesting to read about. They live for one year and will lay 
eggs again next Spring and start the cycle over. 

We are hoping that with the return of the spittlebug next year we 
will all have our vaccine for the virus
And that life can return to normal.

Bob Silverman
Carmel Valley Report

California Kids Receive Essential 
Funding for Safe School  Meals During 
Pandemic in State’s Final Budget

Recognizing the critical role of school meals to children’s well-being, especially 
in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, California’s legislative leaders and Governor 
Newsom have just passed a final budget for the 2020-21 fiscal year. It includes a $112 
million allocation for California school districts providing free school meals during 
the pandemic, and another $10 million in funding for the Farm to School program 
and the Office of Farm to Fork.  

“Governor Newsom, Speaker Anthony Rendon (D-Lakewood), Senate President 
pro Tempore Toni Atkins (D-San Diego) and other state leaders have shown insight-
ful leadership throughout this pandemic. This allocation to school food services is 
evidence of their principled focus on one of the state’s highest priorities: protecting 
kids from hunger,” says  Adam Kesselman, executive director of the  Center for Ecolit-
eracy, a nonprofit dedicated to education for sustainable living in K-12 schools.  

Enjoy your gardens,

Bob Silverman

This is an image of a spittlebug cocoon (©Bob Silverman).

 
Migrants as pawns and foes:   
How the Trump administration is 
dehumanizing migration

The Democratic Women of Monterey County invites members and the public 
to our webinar, in place of our Luncheon Program. There is no cost to attend. 
Dr. William Arrocha is passionate about the struggle for human rights, social justice 
and the interface of migration, human rights, and human security. Join the Democrat-
ic Women of Monterey County (DWMC) as we explore this issue with Dr. Arrocha.  
The Webinar takes place Thursday, July 16 from 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. A record-
ing will also be posted after the event on the DWMC website and Facebook page. 
Associate Professor Arrocha teaches courses on international development, 
migration and human rights, as well as U.S.-Mexico relations, at the Mid-
dlebury Institute of International Studies. His work applies a critical theory 
approach to politics and development. In his classes as well as his research, 
he constantly explores the connections of ideas, institutions and material ca-
pabilities as they shape the structures of political, social, and economic power. 
He considers that social justice cannot occur without a strong civil society 
that works towards eliminating all forms of social injustice and oppression. 
His research focuses on immigration, development, and human rights. 
He has published numerous articles in professional journals and 
the popular press. His most recent work is  Compassionate Migra-
tion and Regional Policy in the Americas (Palgrave Macmillan UK). 
Dr. Arrocha appears regularly on UNIVISION and has been a consultant for 
the Association of Caribbean States (ACS), the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), and the governments of Mexico and 
Canada. He received a U.S. Congressional Certificate of Special Recognition 
for Outstanding and Invaluable Service to the Community, and a California 
Legislature Assembly Certificate in Recognition of the 2006 Allen Griffin Award 
for Post-Secondary Teaching.  

Reservations by Tuesday, July 14, are available  at  dw-mc.org. There is no 
charge; once registered, participants will receive a link to use to sign into the webinar. 
For information, email  info@dw-mc.org  or visit  www.dw-mc.org. 

The Democratic Women of Monterey County (DWMC) is a volunteer organization 
that champions Democratic candidates and campaigns on political issues that affect 
all citizens while emphasizing the role of women. The DWMC is dedicated to creating 
opportunities for Democratic women to interact, participate and educate themselves 
and the community about political candidates and issues. Contact the DWMC by email 
at Publicity@dw-mc.org or by mail at P.O. Box 223003, Carmel, CA 93922.

Girl Scouts of California’s Central Coast and Girl Scouts of the USA (GSU-
SA) is launching a free  “Make New Friends” virtual event series  to ensure 
that all girls are prepared to start kindergarten with confidence. The COVID-19 
pandemic and transition to virtual learning and activities has disrupted important 
educational milestones, particularly for children entering kindergarten this year. 
Social and emotional learning is important for success in kindergarten, and as the 
experts on girls’ leadership and development, Girl Scouts is uniquely poised to 
lead fun and impactful events that help girls make new friends while boosting their 
social skills, self-confidence, and experience in a classroom or virtual setting. 
One of the largest girl-serving organizations offering social and emotional 
kindergarten readiness programming, Girl Scouts has designed a specialized, 
engaging four-part virtual event series that is free and open to all girls who are 
entering kindergarten. Girls will:  

Practice interacting with other girls, exploring new ideas, and gaining the 
courage to ask questions about what they see;

Explore emotions and learn how being persistent can help them achieve 
their dreams;

Use their senses to process the world around them while practicing rea-
soning and problem-solving skills; and

Learn how to listen to a story, identify key characters, follow a plotline, and 
then share what they learned.

   
Mondays  (July  13th, 20th, 27th, and  August  3rd) 10:30 am -11:00 am  

July 13th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111195139656
July 20th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196351280
July 27th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197322184
August 3rd  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197996200
   

Mondays  (August  10th, 17th, 24th, 31st) 10:00 am – 10:30 am  
August 10th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111195960110
August 17th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196401430
August 24th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197390388
August 31st  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196485682
   

Tuesdays  (July  7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th) 11:30 am – 12:00 pm  
July 7th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111189689354
July 14th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196307148
July 21st  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197286076
July 28th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197974134
   

Tuesdays  (August  4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th) 10:00 am – 10:30 am  
August 4th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111195817684
August 11th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196389394
August 18th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197384370
August 25th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111198056380
   

Wednesdays  (July  15th, 22nd, 29th, and  August  5th) 1:30 pm – 2:00 pm  
July 15th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111195498730
July 22nd  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196361310
July 29th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197328202
August 5th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111198018266
   

Wednesdays  (August  12th, 19th, 26, and  September  2nd) 2:00 pm – 2:30 pm  
August 12th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111195980170
August 19th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111196475652
August 26th  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111197691288
September 2nd  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/111198120572
   

Thursdays  (July  9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th) 2:00 pm – 2:30 pm

Free Girl Scouts Virtual Events to 
Help With School Readiness
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No truer words could be spoken 
about The WAVE Program in 
2020. Brimming with plans for 
another blowout summer of fun, 
friendship and athletics, the now 
famous free activities camp for 
Pacific Grove youth suddenly 
found itself, along with the rest 
of the world, shuttered by the 
wildly unexpected reality of 
Covid-19. Although the WAVE’s 
Board of Directors held out 
hope that athletics would be re-
opened by summer, June 4 saw 
the cancellation of the much 
anticipated 2020 WAVE Program 
of  Pacific Grove. All camp 
activities were ebbed out into the 
sea of next year. 

Except one. 

In this new, socially distanced 
world, one of the WAVE’s 
fledgling programs unexpectedly 
found itself standing alone as 
the WAVE’s solitary summer 
offering. And what a wonderful 
offering it is. 

The online program, WAVE 
Writers, is new this year, and 
is one of those things that is 
just waiting to surprise you. 
Conceived and spearheaded by 
Pacific Grove High School rising 
senior Caroline Coen,
 WAVE Writers is a creative 
writing program that will give PG 
4th graders an opportunity to write 
short stories, craft poetry and learn 
to express themselves in writing. 
The kids will be able to write 
individually and collaboratively, 
with a focus on sharing creative 
works with their trusted group.   

As the 2020 WAVE Free Activities Camp Program Ebbs
 the WAVE WRITERS Program Flows

 
by Michelle Netzloff-Luna

“Embrace the unexpected. Life is full of wonderful things just waiting to surprise you.” 

Caroline hopes this experience 
will “build confidence and get 
them interested in writing.”  

Already a veteran writer at the 
tender age of 17, Caroline first 
fell in love with writing when she 

Caroline’s current award winning 
successes include taking first 
place this year in the Central 
Coast Writer’s Short Story 
Contest for Monterey County 
High Schoolers for her story 
“The Fairy House,”  a tale of a 

girl growing up 
with her dad, and 
the Fairy House 
in which the story 
unfolds. Her poem 
“Peanut Butter” 
was selected 
this year as well 
to appear in the 
Carmel Carl 
Cherry Center 
for the Arts 2020 
Monterey County 
High School 
Poetry Awards 
Anthology.  

     Although the 
writing program is 
new to the WAVE, 
it’s an idea that 
has brewed in 
Caroline’s head for 
a while. 
“I volunteer for the 
PG Library where 
they offer a reading 

program, and I had wondered, 
why is there a reading program 
but no writing program?” 
Caroline reflects.  “I had been 
thinking about starting a writing 
program for elementary school 
students, but I wasn’t sure which 
platform I could use for that. My 
brothers had participated in the 
WAVE program for the last three 
years, and I remembered not only 
were the values of the WAVE 
aligned with my own, but it is 
also free. I emailed the WAVE’s 
Executive Director, Darryl Smith 
with my idea, and he was very 
enthusiastic.  

“Originally the plan for the 
WAVE Writers program was for 
there to be one session which 
would run from 8:30am to noon 
at the PGHS library. Kids would 
work collaboratively at tables 
together. But then Coronavirus 
happened,” Caroline laments. “So 
now the program will run from 
Monday July 20- Friday July 24 
online over Zoom. To keep screen 
time for the kids to a minimum, 
each session will only be for 
one and a half hours a day, with 
Session 1 running from 8:45am 
– 10:15am and Session 2 running 
from 10:30am-12 noon.

“The kids’ writings will focus on 
themselves and their connection 
to the broader PG community. 
I will use a memoir format for 
their individual introspection 
and how they relate to their 
natural surroundings and their 
social surroundings. We will use 
fiction for the collaborative story 
writing. I am hoping kids will be 
willing to share their experiences 
of the uniquely PG traditions and 
celebrations like Butterfly Parade, 
Good Old Days, and Feast of 
Lanterns. ” 

Caroline will be joined by three 
fellow high school students as 
co-teachers of the WAVE Writer’s 
Program: Oscar Scholin, Claire 
Roggeman and William Coen. 
 Oscar Scholin graduated PGHS 
this Spring as Salutatorian of 
his class. He was a journalist 
for the PGHS newspaper, The 
NewsBreaker. 

was 4 years old, and her earliest 
stories were about the adventures 
of her younger brothers. Mrs. 
Spade, her 2nd grade teacher 
at Robert Down,  made a big 
impression on Caroline by setting 
aside time in her curriculum for  
“Writer’s Workshop,” which 
young Caroline relished. Middle 
School literature captured 
Caroline’s imagination and 
nurtured her interest in fiction, 

especially  “The Giver” by Lois 
Lowry and the works of Rick 
Riordan. Historical fiction and 
fantasy came into focus as her 
favorites in high school. When 
she is not engaged in 
expository writing for 
her high school classes, 
she is a journalist for the 
school paper.  Pacific 
Grove High School 
The NewsBreaker has 
seen her news stories 
and articles since her 
freshman year, and in 
the fall of 2020, for her 
senior year she will serve 
as editor. 

Caroline Coen

Claire RoggemanOscarScholinWilliam Coen
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By Katie Shain

What? Yes! Since the earliest days of the covid 
pandemic San Francisco’s Smuin Contemporary 
Ballet Company has conjured innovative and 
productive ways to keep their dancers in-shape, 
engaged, employed, and on task by jumping into 
and onto the world of “Zoom.” And they plan to 
continue.

Prima ballerina, Terez Dean Orr and her hus-
band, dancer/choreographer, John, have been 
cooking up more than original recipies. Together 
the Dean Orr couple have combined their love of 
dance and cooking into a delectable short film, 
with original gnocchi recipes on the side. See the 
You Tube here. Recipe for Disaster. https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=8W1pU_uZaCA

And that’s not all. Smuin Contemporary Ballet 
has been offering regular “Hump Day” performance 
videos as well as “every”day oppurtunities to dance 
and workout with Smuin’s professional dancer/
teachers. Even if you don’t consider yourself a 
dancer, yet, you’re welcome to Zoom in and invited 
to start beginner to advanced classes. 

“Pay What You Can” classes with pricing begin-
ning at $5. This crazy-great opportunity has been 
opened to the world and community-at-large. A 
new schedue will begin after July 5, in Ballet, Jazz-
Funk, Tap, Musical Theater, Hip-Hop, Character, 
Stretch, Point Shoe Specifics and more. courses 
and classes from absolute beginner to intermediate 
and advanced, They’ll come right into your kitchen!

Unleash your inner dancer with Smuin.  Stretch, 
strengthen and expand your hidden desires to 
move in the privacy of your own home. You can 
check out availability at https://bit.ly/smuinclasses. 

“Recipe for Disaster” by Smuin Ballet Prima Ballerina

Terez Dean Orr Photo by Maggie Carey

Pacific Repertory Theatre is inviting support-
ers to enjoy a virtual “evening together” with good 
friends, outstanding food, wine, and entertainment at 
PacRep’s  Virtual Midsummer Soirée  on Saturday, 
July 25, 2020.  

In the privacy of their own homes, guests will 
experience a delectable entrée of NY Strip, Maine 
Lobster Tail or Summer Vegetable Pot Pie created 
by Executive Chef Justin Cogley, from Michelin 
Star-rated Aubergine’s in Carmel, that will be paired 
with a choice of Albatross Ridge Chardonnay or 
Pinot Noir wine, provided by Garrett Bowlus. Meals 
and wine will be safely delivered to Monterey area 
locations by Doorbell Dining.

Hosted live from North Carolina by Master of 
Ceremonies “Downtown Barry Brown,” the eve-

PacRep Announces Online Fundraiser “2020 Virtual Midsummer Soirée”
ning will be filled with a variety of performances by 
PacRep performers, alumni, and SoDA Kids, for 
attendees to enjoy as they “mingle” with friends in  
private  zoom rooms.  

PacRep Founder and Executive Director Ste-
phen Moorer will lead a virtual tour of the highly-an-
ticipated  Phase  Two remodel of the Golden Bough 
Playhouse.

The  Virtual Midsummer Soirée  will also feature 
PacRep’s well known  “Fantasy Auctions” including 
framed Jo Mora prints, rare Carmel Theatre mem-
orabilia, wine magnums, vacation opportunities, a 
sailing excursion, unique wine experiences, and 
much more.

Festivities begin at  6:00 PM, live, on Saturday, 
July 25. PacRep’s  Virtual Midsummer Soiree  tickets 

(including meal, wine, and delivery) are $195 each, 
with the option of a Virtual Table of 8 for $1,560, or 
a Virtual Table of 10 for $1,950, including their own 
private Zoom break-out room.  

All proceeds benefit the non-profit programs 
of Pacific Repertory Theatre, and are the means 
by which PacRep creates beautifully crafted pro-
ductions, keeps ticket prices affordable, and offers 
stimulating educational programs!  

Ticket purchases can be charged by phone by 
calling the Box Office at (831)-622-0100, or online 
at:  www.pacrep.org  .  Revised Golden Bough Box 
Office hours are Monday through Friday, from 11am 
to 5pm, for telephone orders only. Counter service 
remains closed at this time.

Wherever people choose to observe Indepen-
dence Day, they can expect the California Highway 
Patrol (CHP) to be out in force for a Maximum En-
forcement Period (MEP) from 6 p.m. on Friday, July 
3, to midnight, Sunday, July 5.

As California gradually reopens, many people 
will be eager to celebrate the holiday weekend with 
family and friends. To help reduce the risk and slow 
the spread of COVID-19, the California Department 
of Public Health is urging the public to avoid traveling 
long distances for vacations or pleasure as much as 
possible.   However, if you decide to leave home, 
take steps to keep everyone safe like wearing face 
coverings, physical distancing, and washing hands 

frequently.
“Should the upcoming weekend include a road 

trip, stay safe and healthy with a few additional pre-
cautions,” said CHP Commissioner Warren Stanley. 
“Obeying speed limits, buckling up, and not driving 
impaired or distracted will be more important than 
ever.”

Traffic has been lighter on California roadways 
the past few months, which has resulted in an in-
crease in citations for excessive speed.   Motorists 
are encouraged to take their time this holiday week-
end and arrive safely at their destination.   During 
the recent Memorial Day MEP, CHP officers issued 
458 citations for speeding in excess of 100 mph, 

Maintain Your Independence – Drive Safe, Drive Sober
4th of July Weekend will be a Maximum Enforcement Period

which is a 173 percent increase from the same 
period in 2019.

The 2019 Independence Day MEP was 4 ¼ 
days, which was two days longer than the upcoming 
MEP.   During that 102-hour enforcement effort, 36 
people lost their lives in traffic crashes, 21 within 
CHP jurisdiction.   Of those 21 individuals, 11 were 
not wearing seat belts.  Additionally, CHP officers 
made 1,317 arrests for driving under the influence.

“However you choose to celebrate the weekend, 
do it without putting yourself or others at risk,” added 
Commissioner Stanley.
The mission of the CHP is to provide the highest 
level of Safety, Service, and Security.

Will Life Ever Be The Same?
Greetings ~

The Fourth of July brings so many fond mem-
ories of celebrating the birth of our nation---flags 
flying, marching bands playing as we cheered along 
the various parade routes and gathered for mean-
ingful speeches with pride welling deep within our 
hearts.  Sadly, this year there will be fewer fireworks, 
no parades and smaller family picnics.   Without 
question, we are living in unusual times---times that 
are challenging our most basic beliefs.  

There are some of us of a “certain age” who 
remember when President Kennedy was killed.  We 
all remember where we were and what we were 
doing.  Many - like me - were totally confused and 
worried if our country would ever be the same … and 
of course it wasn’t.  Then, the horror of Martin Luther 
King being killed, and again, a bereft country was 
asking if we will ever be able to feel joy again.  And 

then on September 11, 2001, listening to the early 
morning news and hearing Bob Edwards relay the 
information that we were under attack.  Again, the 
same feeling that life as we knew it would never be 
the same … and it hasn’t been. 

So here we are again.  There are so many les-
sons to be learned.  

Life will never be the same as before COVID-19.  
Will we become accustomed to wearing face 
coverings in public, to not hugging our friends, to 
limiting with whom we actually spend real time and, 
of course, washing our hands tens of times a day?  
Probably so.  I am hopeful that those in the world of  
research and science will soon develop a vaccine 
for COVID-19.  Others are not as optimistic as I am 
on that front but I believe strongly in the human spirit 
of collaboration leading to achievement.  

While the pandemic is not limited to our country, 

the way we deal with it is. And I am confident we 
will remain united as a country, a state, a county 
and in our neighborhoods.  We have all made great 
sacrifices and I am afraid more of them are ahead.  
It will take grit and determination as well as com-
passion and understanding to get through these 
next few months but we are all in it together and on 
July 4, 2020, wherever you are, my hope is there 
will be time to appreciate what our country stands 
for, what we have accomplished together and that 
the feeling of pride will well in your heart as flags fly 
and the National Anthem is sung yet again. Together 
we will prevail.  

Best, Mary
Mary Adams, 5th District Monterey County 

Supervisor
.


