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10:00am Tuesday:
LIve Zoom Preschool Stories (Ages 2-5)

3:30pm Wednesday:
Recorded Crafternoon! video (Ages 4-14)

11:00am Thursday:
Recorded Baby Rhyme video

(Ages Birth-2)  

Second Tuesday of the month 
is

Music by MaryLee at 11:00am

Please visit  https://www.
pacificgrovelibrary.org/calendar  for 

details.
Please let me know if you have any 

questions  or if I can be of help.

The Cedar Street Times is such a great 
asset and so helpful in promoting the 

library and Children’s Programs!   
Thank you,

Mary Weyant
Youth Services Librarian

Pacific Grove Public Library
542 Lighthouse Avenue Suite #111

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
831-648-5762

www.pacificgrovelibrary.org

New Candidate for
PGUSD Board

Carolyn Swanson

Casa de Noche Buena
Homeless Shelter

Page 12

Bill Peake, Mayor
will run unopposed for re-election to 

his post on the City Council.
No one qualified for the office by 

the deadline.

The Governor has signed AB 2782 
by Assemblymember Mark Stone (D – 
Monterey Bay) which will ensure that 
mobilehome park residents will receive 
compensation for the in-market value 
of their lost home if the park they live in 
is approved to be converted or closed. 
In addition, the bill will eliminate an 
exemption for long-term leases that 
currently allows mobilehome park 
owners to get around local rent stability 
ordinances.

Mobilehome residents are distinct 
from both renters and traditional home-
owners in that they often own their 
home, but lease the land on which it 
is installed. As both homeowner and 
renter, they are in a particularly difficult 
situation when parks are converted. 
Moving is expensive and punishing, 
as homes must be physically disas-

The Governor Has Signed Mobile Home Bill
Ensures that mobilehome park residents will receive compensation for the in-mar-
ket value of their lost home if the park they live in is approved to be converted or 

closed
sembled and then reassembled at a 
new location.  

“Mobilehome parks often provide 
a substantial portion of a local com-
munity’s supply of affordable housing, 
making them one of the last bastions 
of truly affordable housing in Califor-
nia,” said Stone. “Unfortunately, many 
parks are being converted to high end 
developments and when this happens, 
residents are left with very little. This 
measure will ensure that displaced 
homeowners receive compensation for 
the in-market value of their lost home.”  

AB 2782 will also protect mobile-
home residents from predatory prac-
tices. Currently, long-term mobilehome 
leases are not subject to local control 
measures. AB 2782 restores the ability 
of local governments to use rent stabil-
ity ordinances to protect mobilehome 

residents with long-term leases from 
dramatic rent increases. Mobilehome 
park owners should not be able to 
elude local rent control measures; It 
is unfair and detrimental to residents.    

“Affordable housing needs to 
be protected in California, and the 
COVID-19 pandemic has made the 
need to address this issue even more 
pressing,” said Senator Thomas J. 
Umberg (D - Santa Ana). “Mobilehome 
residents should be offered the same 
kind of protection that is provided 
to others. California’s housing crisis 
demands solutions at every level, for 
all incomes, and all kinds of home-
owners and renters. I’d like to thank 
Assemblymember Stone for his work 
in incorporating my legislation to close 
a loophole restoring local provisions.”

Fire in the 
Back Yard
Big Sur Kate had only to look out 
her door to get some spectacular 
shots of the Dolan Fire in Big Sur 
on August 27.

Her current and accurate blog 
may be found at
https://bigsurkate.blog
Thank you Kate.

New Exhibit Opens Sept. 4
See page 16
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Skillshots

Joan Skillman

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal 
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It  is 
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is available 
at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.

Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Managing Editor Webster Slate
Graphic Design: Dan Bohrman

Distribution Manager: Charbel Samaha
Regular Contributors: Bill Cohen 

 Joy Colangelo • Bruce Cowan • Scott Dick 
 Neil Jameson • David Laws 

Wanda Sue Parrott • Jean Prock • Jane Roland • Katie Ryan 
Patrick Ryan • Katie Shain • Peter Silzer 

Bob Silverman • Charbel Samaha • Joan Skillman • Rudolph Tenenbaum 

All contents copyright 2020 unless otherwise noted.

831.324.4742 Phone 
editor@cedarstreettimes.com

PG RAIN GAUGE

WASH YOUR HANDS

PACIFIC GROVE’S RAIN GAUGE
Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy. 
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents. 

Week Ending Wednesday,  September 2, 2020

      Inches, as of 8 AM, 9/2/20:                    0”            

      Total since July 1, 2020:                       0.07”  

      Rain total one  year ago to date:               0.03”
 _______________________________________________

Previous Year Total--July 2019 through June 2020:    22”

Pebble Beach Closes 17-Mile Drive, 
all Beaches and Beach Parking Over 

Labor Day Holiday Weekend
Pebble Beach Company an-

nounced it will close 17-Mile Drive 
to tourist traffic and will also close all 
beaches, beach parking and turnouts 
within the Del Monte Forest from Fri-
day, September 4 through Monday, 
September 7. This decision was made 
in concert with the County of Monterey, 
State Parks Department, and Cities of 
Carmel, Pacific Grove and Monterey.

"Closing our beaches and 17-Mile 
Drive for the Labor Day weekend is 
the right thing to do for our communi-
ty," said Bill Perocchi, CEO of Pebble 
Beach Company. "This decision fol-
lows an effective closure over the 4th 
of July weekend and the recognition 

that, together with our neighboring 
coastal jurisdictions, doing so over 
Labor Day weekend will help reduce 
opportunities for social gathering and 
the spread of the virus."

From Friday, September 4 through 
Monday, September 7, only residents 
and their guests, members and guests 
of private clubs, and those with con-
firmed hotel, dining or golf reservations 
will be allowed access through the 
security gates. The beaches, beach 
parking and 17-Mile Drive turnouts 
will be closed to all visitors, residents 
and guests. 17-Mile Drive will reopen 
on Tuesday, September 8, and access 
to the Del Monte Forest will resume 
normal operations.
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610 Dennett St. - Pacific Grove
Charming 2 bedroom 2 bath single-story 
Pacific Grove cottage. $945,500

Monterey County as of July 23, 2020
Cases of COVID 19

Confirmed Cases 8,149 (Change 0)
Hospitalizations (Cumulative) 487 (Change 0)
Deaths 58 (Change 0)
Recovered 5,245 (Change 0)
Contacts 19.518 (Change  369)
Figures from https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/
departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-
covid-19

The Marina Coast Water District 
(MCWD) supports the findings of a 
California Coastal Commission staff 
report released August 25 recom-
mending denial of the desalination 
project proposed by California Amer-
ican Water (Cal-Am). The report calls 
out the environmental injustice of the 
project and backs the expansion of 
Pure Water Monterey (PWM) as a 
viable alternative. 

According to the report, the Cal-
Am project will result in “adverse 
coastal resource effects within the 
community of Marina that is already 
disproportionately burdened by many 
other industrial uses and would re-
ceive none of the project benefits. 
There is a long history of government 
institutions allowing unwanted indus-
trial development to be concentrated 
in underserved communities of color 
without their consent. Approving 
yet another would perpetuate this 
discriminatory land use practice in 
Marina.” 

MCWD, a 60-year old water dis-
trict formed by voters, supports the 
Commission staff’s recommendation 
for denial and its recognition of the 
many drawbacks and adverse im-
pacts of Cal-Am’s proposed project. 

“The groundwater basins that 
Cal-Am would destroy with this proj-
ect are important,” says Keith Van 
Der Maaten, MCWD general man-
ager. “So are the coastal resources, 
ecosystems, and the hardworking 
low-income households in the Fort 

Ord and Marina area that have been, 
and would continue to be, mistreated 
by Cal-Am throughout this process.” 

The staff report also finds that the 
“Pure Water Expansion Project is a 
feasible alternative to the proposed 
Project with fewer environmental jus-
tice impacts than Cal-Am’s Project. 
It would provide adequate current 
and future water supplies to meet the 
area’s water needs in a more afford-
able manner and would also eliminate 
adverse coastal impacts and reduce 
environmental justice concerns.” 

MCWD has been a leading propo-
nent of a PWM expansion as a more 
economically feasible and equitable 
water solution for the region. An April 
21 report by nationally renowned wa-
ter supply and demand expert Peter 
Mayer, engineer and founder of Water 
DM, demonstrated that a PWM expan-
sion could provide sufficient additional 
water supply to meet the needs of 
Cal-Am’s Monterey District for at least 
two decades, providing an additional 
2,250 acre-feet per year of supply to 
Cal Am’s available water resources, 
creating sufficient supply potential to 
meet annual future demand in 2040 by 
more than 1,200 acre-feet (an 11.9% 
surplus). 

Van Der Maaten and MCWD urge 
the Commission to deny the project 
when it comes to a vote September 
17, to stop Cal-Am from profiting at the 
expense of the people of Marina and 
Fort Ord, the groundwater basin, and 
groundwater-dependent ecosystems. 

Coastal commission staff report finds: Cal-Am project 
furthers “discriminatory land use practice” in Marina 
Marina Coast Water District supports commission staff’s call for environmental justice

MCWD is a groundwater sustainabil-
ity agency (GSA) and as such works 
collaboratively to protect the aregion’s 
groundwater through groundwater 
sustainability plans. 

“There is a better way forward 
that allows our communities and coast 
to be protected and solve the water 
supply needs--the expansion of the 
current Pure Water Monterey Project,” 
says Van Der Maaten. 

The Commission is scheduled 
to consider the Cal-Am desalination 
project during a special meeting held 
virtually on September 17, 2020. To 
read the full staff report, access the 
meeting, or submit speaking requests 
in advance, go to 

https://www.coastal.ca.gov/meet-
ings/agenda/#/2020/9. 

About Marina Coast Water District 
and MCWD Groundwater Sustainabil-
ity Agency 

The Marina Coast Water District 
(MCWD) was formed in 1960 as the 
Marina County Water District by a 
group of local citizens. It was first a 
municipal-owned water system with 
boundaries to coincide with the exist-
ing Marina Fire District. In 1966, voters 
authorized the sale of water bonds 
to acquire a privately-owned water 
company serving the area. With the 
closure of the Fort Ord military base 
in 1997, the Army contracted MCWD 
to operate its water and wastewater 
systems and, in 2001, officially trans-
ferred the systems to MCWD. Today, 
MCWD is an exclusive groundwater 
sustainability agency (GSA) in both the 
Monterey sub-basin and the 180/400 
sub-basin, responsible for develop-

ing groundwater sustainability plans. 
MCWD is governed by a five-member 
board of directors elected by the vot-
ers. For more information, please visit 
www.mcwd.org. 

Expansion could provide sufficient 
additional water supply to meet the 
needs of Cal-Am’s Monterey District 
for at least two decades, providing an 
additional 2,250 acre-feet per year of 
supply to Cal Am’s available water re-
sources, creating sufficient supply po-
tential to meet annual future demand 
in 2040 by more than 1,200 acre-feet 
(an 11.9% surplus). 

Van Der Maaten and MCWD urge 
the Commission to deny the project 
when it comes to a vote September 
17, to stop Cal-Am from profiting at the 
expense of the people of Marina and 
Fort Ord, the groundwater basin, and 
groundwater-dependent ecosystems. 
MCWD is a groundwater sustainabil-
ity agency (GSA) and as such works 
collaboratively to protect the region’s 
groundwater through groundwater 
sustainability plans. 

“There is a better way forward 
that allows our communities and coast 
to be protected and solve the water 
supply needs--the expansion of the 
current Pure Water Monterey Project,” 
says Van Der Maaten. 

The Commission is scheduled 
to consider the Cal-Am desalination 
project during a special meeting held 
virtually on September 17, 2020. To 
read the full staff report, access the 
meeting, or submit speaking requests 
in advance, go to 

https://www.coastal.ca.gov/meet-
ings/agenda/#/2020/9. FEMA Funds Available

FEMA may provide financial assistance to applicants who have immedi-
ate or critical needs because they are displaced from their primary dwelling. 
Immediate or critical needs are lifesaving and life-sustaining items including, 
but not limited to: water, food, first aid, prescriptions, infant formula, diapers, 
consumable medical supplies, durable medical equipment, personal hygiene 
items and fuel for transportation.

Critical Needs Assistance (CNA) is awarded under the Other Needs As-
sistance (ONA) provision of the Individuals and Households Program (IHP). 
Funds awarded for CNA count toward an applicant’s financial ONA maximum 
for that disaster, which is an annually-adjusted amount based on the U.S. De-
partment of Labor’s Consumer Price Index. CNA is a one-time $500 payment 
per household. An affected state, territorial, or tribal government must submit 
a written request to FEMA to implement CNA. FEMA’s Individual Assistance 
Division Director may authorize assistance when the majority of applicants 
from the declared area are, or will be, displaced from their primary residence 
for an extended period of time, generally 7 days or more. Applicants may be 
eligible for CNA if they:
• Complete a FEMA registration;
• Pass FEMA’s identity verification process;
• At registration, assert that they have critical needs and request financial 

assistance for those needs and expenses.
• Have a pre-disaster primary residence located in an area designated for CNA.
• Are displaced from their pre-disaster primary residence as a result of the 

disaster.
FEMA’s Mission: “Helping people before, during, and after disasters.”

Letters to the Editor
Cedar Street Times welcomes letters to the editor up to 225 

words. Also welcome are guest commentaries on timely, local topics 
up to 750 words. Letters and commentaries may be edited for gram-
mar, spelling and content, and the editor reserves the right to refuse 
publication of any submission. All submissions must include name, 
address and phone number. We 
will not print letters which slander 
or libel or make statements which 
we know to be untrue.

E-mail: editor@cedarstreet-
times.com 

Mail: Letters to the Editor,
306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, 

CA 93950 

Chamber of Commerce to Sponsor 
Zoom Candidates Forum Sept. 15

The Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce will hold a Pacific Grove Can-
didates Forum for candidates running for City Council positions on Tuesday, 
September 15 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The Chamber will host the meeting 
via Zoom and Access Media Productions. Access to the forum can be found 
here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84509418966 
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Random Thoughts
Jane Roland

Local Real Estate Update

Patrick Ryan

Recently there have been articles 
and commentaries about Deetjens in 
Big Sur.  The news says that it start-
ed in the 1970s and will close down 
for good.  Actually, the Inn has been 
around since the thirties.  When I was 
young, my friends and I spent many 
happy hours in Big Sur.  We would wend 
ou t  way 
from Ne-
penthe to 
Deetjens.  
As I recall 
there was 
no bar but 
we were 
a m p l y 
suppl ied 
w i t h  l i -
quor.  We 
were al -
lowed to “hang out” at the place.  In 
fact, When Larry and I were engaged 
we spent a weekend partying.  We 
gave a little thought to spending our 
two day honeymoon In the Inn until 
we saw the “bridal suite” and sat on 
the beds.  I am sure those found in 
army barracks were more comfortable, 
so we scrapped that notion. I think 
back on those days.  Our weekends 
generally started at Whitney’s or The 
Pine Inn Bar, before cruising down to 
The Mission Ranch where we closed 
the night.  When I was young “The 
Ranch” was my home away from 
home and the boys (the Philippine 
waiters)  an extended family.  There 
was Mac who was my favorite, Julius 
who ultimately worked for the Charles 

family in Pebble Beach, Jimmy who 
entertained us (and later my children) 
with sleight of hand, Eddy – John’s 
favorite who always brought him one 
or two butterscotch sundaes because 
it was made and the order cancelled. 
Mario was the bar tender.  I remember 
the piano player in early days, Glenn 
Hurlburt, he was blind but always 
recognized familiar voices and would 
play our favorite song. Mine was “My 
Ship Will Sail” from Lady In The Dark” 

 My friends and I spent many 
nights in the restaurant, so many that 
my mother was most concerned, es-
pecially as often my girlfriends and I 
would go unescorted.  I assured her 
that it was totally safe, our friends at 
The Ranch…from the waiters, to the 
manager – would never let anyone 
accost us.  The food in those days 
was outstanding and reasonable.  A 
Steak sandwich with fries was a couple 
of dollars and often one of the boys, 
generally Mac or Eddy would bring 
us a plate of French fried onion rings.  
We ate few dinners there because; 
although it was reasonable, we were 
young and poor.  There was often a 
band in the barn next door.  I lived in 
Carmel for a couple of years, and that 
meant that most weekends started at 
Whitney’s or The Pine Inn and ended 
at the Mission Ranch.  Mother decided 
she better look at the spot.  She and a 

US Department of the Interior placed 
Deetjen’s Big Sur Inn on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The rustic, 
hand-crafted quality of the Inn and its 
old-world ambience recalls visitors’ 
experience in Big Sur’s early days. 
Currently, the Inn is operated on a 
not-for-profit basis by the Deetjen’s 
Big Sur Inn Preservation Foundation. 
When staff is available, we offer simple 
property tours to the public between 
noon and 4pm.

“Only places of such wondrous 
character can fool you into thinking 
you are at home.”- Sunset Magazine

Anita Alan’s Big Sur Inn: The Deet-
jen Legacy, records much of the Inn’s 
history, poetry, photographs & recipes.

Jessica Lustig wrote whimsically 
about Deetjen’s Books of Revelation in 
the New York Times Travel Magazine, 
2010.

Deetjens
friend went for dinner. She was hooked, 
and the. staff was hooked on her and, 
as years went on, we were invited 
to weddings, christenings and even 
memorial celebrations, often as the 
only Caucasians present.  They were 
wonderful people.  When I was away 
and would return they would jump up 

a n d 
down 
w i t h 
e x -
c i t e -
ment 
a n d 
plea-
sure. 
A 
c o u -
ple of 

times a month we would drive down 
to Big Sur.  I wonder now how on 
earth we made it home, Occasionally 
we would stop at the Patterson ranch 
across from Rocky Point where “ Uncle 
Steve” would let us spend the night. 
Some weekends we went to Deetjens.

In the early 1930’s Helmuth and 
Helen Haight Deetjen lived in a tent 
beside the Castro Canyon Creek. 
Helmuth constructed a redwood barn 
with reclaimed materials from Monte-
rey’s Cannery Row. Word spread, and 
adventurous travelers came for weeks 
to hike and write, dine and play. In 
1939, Barbara Blake transformed this 
main building into a restaurant similar 
to those of her native English country-
side. Today, this space is the heart of 
Deetjen’s; filled with guests enjoying 

meals by candlelight, sipping wine and 
warming themselves by the fire.

Over years, Helmuth added to the 
Inn, using locally milled redwood, and 
giving each room a unique personality 
and name to match. In this process, 
(“Grandpa”) Deetjen (as he came to 
be known) recreated the architecture 
of his native Norway and also helped 
develop what is now known as the 
Big Sur style of building. For decades, 
guests have added to the Inn’s jour-
nals, always a good read in the cozy 
rooms.

Grandpa went on to spend his 
golden years listening to classical 
music, drinking red wine, and enjoying 
the intellectual fruits of solitude, while 
Helen Deetjen (“Mrs. D.”) held court in 
her rooms. A penchant for See’s choc-
olates contributed to her famous girth. 
Locals came to her for juicy gossip, 
true as well as concocted.

The fresh air, redwood forests, 

ocean views and tranquility of Big Sur 
has inspired artists for generations. 
Famous writers as diverse as Rob-
inson Jeffers and Richard Brautigan 
wrote of Big Sur, as did Henry Miller, 
Lillian Bos Ross, Eric Barker, Hunter 
S. Thompson, and Jack Kerouac. 
Edward Weston and Ansel Adams 
created photographic works in Big Sur, 
as have hundreds of other photogra-
phers. George Choley, Gordon Newell, 
Edmund Kara, Emile Norman, Barbara 
Spring and Bob Nash are just a few 
of the noted local artists of an earlier 
generation who lived and loved here.

Deetjen’s Inn exists today be-
cause in 1972 Helmuth “Grandpa” 
Deetjen bequeathed his Big Sur home 
to be forever enjoyed by guests want-
ing to enjoy the peace, friendship, 
and beauty of this place. In 1990, the 

Monterey Peninsula Market 
Update

As of today, 8/31/2020, here is the inventory for single family homes:
Pacific Grove 21 homes for sale, should be over 40 for sale.
Monterey 27 homes for sale, there should be close to 70.
Pebble Beach 46 homes for sale, there should be over 70 on the market.
Carmel 88 homes for sale, there should be over 120 for sale.
Talk to any agent and they will tell you that the market has shifted into a 

complete hyper-drive in regards to the amount of buyers out there. There was 
one recent deal where the seller got 19 offers on their home. When you see 
things like that happen, you realize that the market has changed dramatically.

Almost all of the buyers seem to be coming from the Bay Area still and 
they are serious about getting a place on the Monterey Peninsula. There is 
a drawback from the bidding wars going on in that the market is a bit out of 
sync. What I mean when I say “out of sync,” is that it is tough for appraisers 
to justify some of the prices. The appraisers can only go by recent closings to 
use as comps when appraising a property and at this moment, the comps do 
no reflect the increase of prices. It may take a few months and homes closing 
at the higher prices for the market to sync up. If it is a cash deal and there is no 
appraisal, then there is no problem, but if a buyer is coming in with financing, 
then the seller needs to be careful about the home being bid up too high.  If a 
home is bid up to high and then does not appraise, it could fall out of contract.

I still think it is a good idea for a home seller to get inspections and do some 
basic clean up work before putting a home on the market. Make sure you have 
all your required disclosures filled out and signed and make sure that your agent 
has ordered a Preliminary Title Report from the Title company and make sure 
your agent reads it and gives you a copy. I recently listed a home for sale in 
Monterey and the title report had a significant mistake on it.  It was easy to fix, 
but it is better to get those things taken care of early on in the process.

How long this market will last is anyone’s guess. I do think it will slow just 
a bit at Presidential Election time, but I think we are going to be dealing with a 
high demand market for quite a while.

Patrick Ryan Sotheby’s International Realty, 831.238.8116, patrick.ryan@
sothebyshomes.com

Dean’s, President’s Lists Students 
Named for UA Spring 2020 Term

A total of 16,470 students enrolled during the 2020 spring semester at the 
University of  Alabama were named to the Dean’s List with an academic record 
of 3.5 or above or the President’s List with an academic record of 4.0 (all A’s).

The UA Dean’s and President’s lists recognize full-time undergraduate 
students. The lists do not apply to graduate students or to undergraduate 
students who take less than a full course load.

Tristan McCallister of Carmel, named to UA Deans List
Sophia Melcher of Carmel, named to UA Presidents List
Christiana Smith of Carmel, named to UA Presidents List
The University of  Alabama, the state’s oldest and largest public institu-

tion of higher education, is a student-centered research university that draws 
the best and brightest to an academic community committed to providing a 
premier undergraduate and graduate education. UA is dedicated to achieving 
excellence in scholarship, collaboration and intellectual engagement; provid-
ing public outreach and service to the state of  Alabama  and the nation; and 
nurturing a campus environment that fosters collegiality, respect and inclusiv-
ity.

Your Achievements
People
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Rudy Fischer for 
Water District - 
Experience and 

Vision for the Future

The District 4 Director of the 
Monterey Peninsula Water 

Management District (MPWMD) 
represents Pacific Grove, Pebble 

Beach, and Carmel Woods.
As we look to solve our chronic water short-
age and get out from under state control, we 
need someone with experience and vision. 

My experience includes:

For more information, go to www.rudyfischer.com.

Paid for by Committee to Elect Rudy Fischer to Water Board in 
2020, PO Box 475, Pacific Grove, CA 93950 
FPPC # Pending

• Over ten years’ experience working 
on water solutions for the Monterey Pen-
insula.
• Served on the Pacific Grove City 
Council for eight years.
• Served on the Monterey One Water 
Board of Directors for five years – Board 
Chair for two.  
• Instrumental in Pure Water Monte-
rey project approval.
• Helped negotiate the pipeline agree-
ment between M1W and Marina Coast 
Water District.
• Have met with our area’s elected 
legislators in Sacramento about water 
matters.  
• Have attended and spoken at State 
Water Resources Control Board meet-
ings.
• Speaker at WateReuse recycled wa-
ter conference about water progress on 
the Peninsula.
• I know the issues, projects, and the 
people involved personally.   

Scott Dick, Monterey County 
Association of Realtors
Market Matters
Black Homeowners Face 
Discrimination in Appraisals
Source: New York Times

Abena and Alex Horton wanted to take advantage of low home-refinance 
rates brought on by the coronavirus crisis. So in June, they welcomed a 
home appraiser into their four-bedroom, four-bath ranch-style house in Jack-
sonville, Fla. The Hortons live minutes from the Ortega River, a predominant-
ly white neighborhood of 1950s homes that sell for $350,000 to $550,000. 
They had expected the appraisal for around $450,000, but the appraiser felt 
differently, assigning a value of $330,000. Ms. Horton, who is Black, imme-
diately suspected discrimination. The couple’s bank agreed and ordered a 
second appraisal. Ms. Horton took all family photos off the mantle. She hung 
up oil paintings of Mr. Horton, who is white, and his grandparents. Holiday 
photo cards were edited so that only those showing white families were on 
display. Ms. Horton took the couple’s son on a shopping trip to Target, and 
left Mr. Horton at home for the appraiser.

The new appraisal was $465,000 — a more than 40 percent increase 
from the first appraisal.

Black Americans consistently struggle more than their white counterparts 
to be approved for home loans.

The specter of redlining — a practice that denied mortgages to people 
of color in certain neighborhoods — continues to drive down home values in 
Black neighborhoods.

Even in mixed-race and predominantly white neighborhoods, Black 
homeowners say, their homes are consistently appraised for less than those 
of their neighbors. 

After the first appraisal came up short on his house in Hartford, Conn., 
Stephen Richmond, an aerospace engineer, took down family photos and 
posters for Black movies and had a white neighbor stand in for him the 
second time. With the second report, he saw his home’s value go up $40,000 
from the initial appraisal.

In 2000, the American actor and comedian D.L. Hughley had an ap-
praisal on his home in the Montevista Estates neighborhood of West Hills, a 
primarily white area in the San Fernando Valley in Los Angeles. Despite the 
addition of a pool and new hardwood floors, the house was appraised for 
nearly what he had bought it for three years earlier — $500,000.

The bank ordered a new appraisal, which came back $160,000 higher, 
and Mr. Hughley went on to sell the home for $770,000.

Appraisers can lose their license or even face prison time if they’re found 
to produce discriminatory appraisals. 
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Crossword Puzzle
“It’s a Job” by Peter Silzer Solution on Page 14

Peter Silzer Pacific Grove Police Department
Police Report

Wear Masks 
in Public

Enjoy this and other puzzles on FB #petespuzzles

Across
1 Adult insect stage
6 Intl. furniture chain
10 Cut off, as branches
13 Related to 16-across
14 Tibetan priest
15 Post
16 LABOR for moms
18 Puerto Rico, por ejemplo
19 MLB stat
20 Battery buy
21 Daily planet photographer Jim-
mie
22 LABOR for wages (2 wds)
25 1-1 (2 wds)
29 French novelist Emile
30 “Where’s __?”
31 School support grps.
33 eBay rival
37 Early September break (3 wds)
40 Completely lose it
41 Magician’s opening sounds
42 Blue Cross rival
43 Rolaids rival
45 __ __ as ABC
46 LABOR for Washington (2 wds)
51 __-Detoo of “Star Wars”
52 Gallery display
53 China setting
57 “As __ on TV”
58 LABOR for mechanics (2 wds)
61 Pekoe and oolong
62 Daredevil Knievel
63 To the point
64 Nightmare street
65 Train units
66 TV doctor Sanjay

Down
1 Fraction of a foot
2 When doubled, a Hawaiian fish
3 Toiling away (2 wds)
4 “Guys and __,” Broadway hit
5 Aged
6 Hip-related
7 Gold standard
8 CPR pro
9 “That feels great!”
10 Rancher’s rope
11 Houston pro
12 Political or yoga position
15 City made famous by Schlitz
17 Semitic fertility god
21 Popeye’s crush Olive __
22 Spanish flower
23 Conductor Seiji
24 Valentine’s flower
25 Nocturnal predators
26 Tandoori bread
27 Napoleon’s exile isle
28 Rescue operations?
31 Longtime brewer in 15-down
32 Odin’s son
34 Preliminary software version
35 Taverns
36 6/6/44
38 Judi Dench or Agatha Christie, 
for example
39 It’s right on the map
44 Colorful card game
45 Italian wine region
46 Social level
47 Visibly stunned
48 Varsity subs
49 Print edition of local news
50 Doctoral hurdles
53 DC free speech lobbyist
54 Entree prelude, often
55 Ain’t right?
56 “__ girl!”
58 Remote button
59 Mendes or Longoria
60 “Notorious” SCOTUS

8/23/2020
• Tc-private prop-drivable / \ Central Av non injury collision 
• Bench warrant:fta:mi \ Central Av subject cited and released for traffic warrant. 
• Sinex Av unknown suspect(s) took the victim’s bicycle out of his unlocked 

garage 
• Burglary \ ocean view bl unknown suspect(s) took a bronze horse/jockey 

statue 
1713 Found property (info) \ grove acre av at the above date and time, a bicycle 

was found near the above location. Bicycle was booked into the city yard. 
• vandalism \ ocean view bl Graffiti reported/. 
8/24/2020 
• Verbal argument between married couple. 
• Theft personal prope \ Lighthouse Av unknown suspect(s) took the victim’s 

bicycle from his balcony 
• Verbal domestic \ Junipero Av report of physical domestic. Involved pary 

claimed verbal only. 
• Runaway juvenile \ Lighthouse Av outside agency assist. 
8/25/2020 
• Alarm activation (alrm) \ Crest Av unlocked sliding door, residence checked. 

Appeared okay. 
• Burglary \ Sinex Av unknown suspect(s) took the victim’s electric scooters. 
• Private prop-drivable / \ Forest Av non-injury collision 
• Lighthouse Av assisted CPS. 
• Abandoned vehicle \ Kenet Pl vehicle towed due to abandoned vehicle com-

plaint. 
8/26/2020 
• Occurred in neighboring jurisdictions. Dead deer \ Ocean View Bl  Dead deer. 

Photos taken
• Civil matters \ Calle de los Amigos 
• Elder/dep adlt \ Del Monte Bl unknown suspect(s) defrauded the elderly victim 

of cash. 
• Emergency committmet \ Grove Acre Av subject placed on emergency com-

mittment 
• Found property (info) \ Central Av subject surrendered property that was 

found at the above location. Property owner remains outstanding. 
8/27/2020 
• Restrict info report \  Reportee came into the police station to report suspicious 

circumstances
0828/20
 • Info in info report \ Forest Av phone scam 
• Suspicious circ \ Sunset Dr possible explosive device found in back yard of 

residence. 
• Welfare check \ Pine Av welfare check 
• Burglary \ Alder St personal property stolen from locked vehicle. 
• Lighthouse Av welfare check 
8/28/2020 
• Lost dog (info) \ 4th st on the above date and time, a dog was found at the 

above location. The dog was later returned to her owner. 
8/29/2020 
• Found property (info) \ Ocean View Bl found bike 
Distribution of personal information related to juveniles, victims of domestic 

violence and\or victims of sexual assault is unlawful. If such information is 
included in this report do not disclose or publish. Return this report to the 
records section of the agency listed above. 
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SEE SALES TAX PAGE 8

Carmel Police Department
Police Report
8/17/2020
• Case focp in fall on city prop \ mission n 10th A fall on city property resulted 

in injuries. Patient was transported to the hospital For further assessment 
and treatment.

• Found property  (prop) \  San Carlos s 5th av RP reported finding a wallet 
on the beach. Wallet was recovered and booked for safekeeping....0700 
Owner called, he is back at home and will make arrangements for mailing 
wallet back to him.

8/18/2020
• Wallet found in surf  (prop) \  beach . Wallet found in the surf line.  A check for 

the owner revealed the wallet was stolen out of a neighboring city.  Contact 
info for owner left on voice mail.

• Wallet found in surf  (prop) \  beach , Another wallet was found in the surf 
line.  The owner was contacted and voice mail left.

• Dog off leash    Mission S Ocean. I observed and contacted a dog owner who 
had his dog off leash and laying partially In the roadway at a patio seating.  
A warning was given.

• Found back pack  (prop) \  Del Mar Backpack with no identification turned 
in.

• Found cell phone  (prop) \  beach. Cell phone found, battery dead, no charger.
• Trespassing \ San Antonio 5s/4th Neighbor dispute over trespassing. Ad-

monishment given.
8/19/2020
• Possess cntl sub \ Ocean & Junipero  Suspect Angulo, Michael           05/16/68
 A driver and passenger inside a vehicle were arrested for possession of meth, 
 Heroin, and drug paraphernalia. They were released on a citation with a court 

date  To appear.
• Suspect  Bohnert, Wendy           06/23/85
 Lost women’s bracelet  (prop) \  Ocean E San Carlo  RP called to report 

losing her bracelet somewhere in the downtown area.
8/20/2020
• Theft \ Lincoln/Ocean Report of a stolen cane
• Lost cell phone  (prop) \  Dolores/ 5th 
8/21/202
• Loose dog poss. Injuried  Rio/Ladera . Responded to a report of a loose 

dog that was in the roadway and the RP was attempting to capture.  Upon 
my arrival the dog was unapproachable.  I followed the dog and located the 
caretaker.  The dog was healthy and information was obtained.

• False id to specific \ Junipero/6th 
• Suspect               Warren, William           02/28/63
 Subject given a trespass advisement from private property
• Yelling  (415) \  mission/4th   cc2000435
 Subject contacted and cited for a municipal violation for yelling obstruct/etc 

pub ofc \ 6th ave/Mission  
• Suspect               Warren, William 02/28/63Subject arrested for felony warrant 

& resisting arrest.
8/22/2020
 Neighbor dispute \ Monterey  rd. Dispute between neighbors.
• Lost wallet  (prop) \  Ocean  Wallet lost 2 days ago in town.
8/24/2020
• focp in   fall on city prop \ Scenic N 12th  A fall on city property resulted in 

minor injuries. Further medical treatment declined. Information only.
8/25/2020
• Appropr lost prop \ 6th/Junipero  Suspect misappropriated a shopping bag 

left behind at restaurant, then returned Items at local store for refund.
• Pug at large  Santa Fe s 2nd  I responded to a report of a loose dog .Upon 

arrival I observed a dog crossing the street and going into a yard.  The dog 
was captured and via id on the collar was taken to the owner.  Possible 
solutions for securing the dog was discussed and warning given.

8/26/2020
• Welcare check \ San Carlos s 5th  
• Mountain lion sighting  (ani2) \  mission trail/rio A resident reported seeing a 

mountian lion near the main & Doolittle Trail in Mission 
 Trails . I conducted an area check and contacted many visitors walkingthe 

trails.  Educational information discussed and posted.

GRAND OPENING!
Aurelia’s Baby and Children Boutique!

Aurelia’s Boutique has opened a second location! This unique Pacific 
Grove shopping experience features hand-knit designer fashion for 

babies and children newborn-12 years old.  
One of a kind fashion for women & girls, locally made gifts, & home decor.
Shop online at www.aureliasboutiquepg.com Follow us on instagram @Aurelias_Design  

665 Lighthouse Ave and 204 17th Street, Pacific Grove
Open Monday-Saturday from 11-4.

Call 831-747-2111 or  831-747-1301
for private shopping appointments. 

Shop
Online

!

Custom & 
Unique Masks

Katie Ryan

Pilates
Why Does Movement Matter?

“”You will feel better in 10 sessions, look better in 20, and have a completely 
new body in 30 sessions” Joseph Pilates

It has been quite a summer hasn’t it?  Stuck inside due to the pandemic 
and then stuck inside due to the smoke from the fires.  For those of us that 
have school age children, we now have them stuck at home as well doing their 
distance learning.  All of this conspires to rob of us something very important 
to our overall health, movement.

Regardless of age, race, socioeconomic status, or gender, data from around 
the world shows that people who are physically active are happier and happier 
people live longer, more fulfilled lives.  Physical activity is effective at reducing 
depression without any of the nasty side effects that come with medication.  
Movement is physical activity and physical activity is movement.

People that are regularly active have different brains and neurons/nervous 
system than those that are not physically active.  Studies have shown that these 
brains/nervous systems are more resilient to the stress of daily life.  Besides 
thinking, everything our brain does is related to movement, communication/
language, expressions, finding food, celebrating and just doing our daily chores, 
the brain is intimately tied to movement.

Just as our brain talks to our body, our body talks to our brain.  When the 
core muscles are engaged, those muscles talk to the brain and create a sense 
of happiness and euphoria that works on calming down anxiety.  When the core 
is engaged properly, the brain reads those signals from the body and responds 
with a release of hormones that reduce stress and promote wellness.

As movement has decreased due to the pandemic and recent smoke from 
the fires, rates of mental health problems have increased, as well as rates of 
substance abuse which is one way we respond to stress.  Movement is one 
of the pillars of health and for good reason.  It can help you connect with your 
community, provide time for “you”, breed good nutrition choices and help you 
think better.  Just 20 mins of movement per day can produce wonderful results.

Xoxoxoxo,
Katie

Katie Ryan is a certified Pilates instructor with 16 years of experience and 
is also certified in Rehabilitation.  If you have any questions, please email her 
at info@matpilateswithkatie.com or go to www.matpilateswithkatie.com where 
she teaches online Pilates classes and you might want to give it a try.

After a photo of two Salinas chldren sitting on a sidewalk, using the free 
wi-fi at Taco Bell went viral, there is a lot of interest in where there is free wi-fi 
available for school, work and personal needs. With schools offering classes 
only online, the availability if wi-fi has become critical.

Here is some information gathered today with the help of libraries throughout 
Monterey County and the city of Salinas.

Most libraries offer free wifi into their parking lots or outside area similar 
to the way Monterey County does, which you may recall we announced at 
the beginning of the pandemic and did see people using. Carmel Library has 
actually mapped the libraries with wifi in our tri county area - here is that link 
https://bit.ly/DriveupWifi

People should check with their closest library to find wifi availability times 
(24 hours, daytime only, etc) and any parameters of use, such as whether or 
not a libary card is needed to use the wi-fi.

Due to ongoing renovation, unrelated to either the virus pandemic or wild-
fires, Pacific Grove Library is closed.

Additionally, the City of Salinas is mapping free wi-fi around town so people 
can check for places nearby if they need connectivity.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17IjiniNtsH3nYowoVEkxcytS5yB-
pNXt8nDW0B5CiuYk/htmlview

(Note: to see the map online, you may have to delete the hyphens at the 
end of a couple of the lines in the URL.)

Maia Carroll
Communications Coordinator

County of Monterey

Libraries Offering Free Wi-Fi

North County Agencies Collaborate 
to Provide Outdoor Tables, Chairs for 
Students Using Library WiFi

North Monterey County school children who use wifi for school and home-
work will be able to work more comfortably when using connectivity provided by 
Monterey County’s Castroville Library branch. Starting on Tuesday, September 
8th, tables and chairs will be set up in Castroville’s Castro Plaza, 10601 McDou-
gall Street, for students who use the free wifi from the Castroville Branch library 
which is located in the plaza. The tables and chairs are being provided by the 
Castro Plaza Family Resource Center, which is next door to the library. Seating 
is being arranged with safe distances in between and so that children can work 
either on their own or with a family member. Everyone using the area should 
remember to wear face coverings. The tables and chairs will be available from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. only and will be cleaned and put away each afternoon. 
The wifi provided by the library is available 24 hours a day, any and all are wel-
come to use it. North Monterey County officials are encouraging students and 
their families to take advantage of this community resource which provides a 
dedicated outdoor option for children and their family member to distance learn. 
“Working together with our local partners to expand access to wifi here at the 
Castro Plaza supports our mission to provide resources and be a central hub 
for the community,” says Noemy Loveless, Assistant Superintendent for Student 
and Family Services who oversees the Family Resource Center. 
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Letters to the Editor
Cedar Street Times welcomes letters to the editor up to 225 

words. Also welcome are guest commentaries on timely, local top-
ics up to 750 words. Letters and commentaries may be edited for 
grammar, spelling and content, and the editor reserves the right to 
refuse publication of any submission. All submissions must include 
name, address and phone number. We will not print letters which 
slander or libel or make statements which we know to be untrue.

E-mail: editor@cedarstreettimes.com 
Mail: Letters to the Editor,
306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

Fictitious Business Name Statement

Legal Notice
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20201248
The following person is doing business as PLATINUM ONE REAL ESTATE, 211 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, 
Monterey County, CA 93950, Mailing Address P.O.Box 288, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. DEBBY A. BECK, 
INC., 211 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950. This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on 
07/21/20. Registrant commenced to transact business under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed above 
on n/a. Signed: Debby A. Beck, President. This business is conducted by a corporation. Publication dates: 7/31, 
8/7, 8/14, 8/21/20Peter Silzer

it’s a job Puzzle is on page 6

Puzzle Solution

Wear Your 
Mask
in Public

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20201487

The following person is doing business as THE GREEN DIRECTIVE, 935 Lighthouse Ave. Apt. 1, Pacific 
Grove, Monterey County, CA 93950, Mailing Address 935 Lighthouse Ave. Apt. 1, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. 
THE GREEN DIRECTIVE, LLC, 2935 Lighthouse Ave. Apt. 1, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. This statement was 
filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on 8/25/20. Registrant commenced to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on n/a. Signed: Jacqueline Barnes, Managing Member. This 
business is conducted by a limited liability company. Publication dates: 8/28. 9/4/20, 9/11/20, 8/18/20.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20201486

The following person is doing business as CLASSIC COACHWORKS, EUROPEAN CA SERVICE, CCW, 
JBIII AUTOMOTIVE, INC., 368 East Franklin St., Monterey, Monterey County, CA 93940, Mailing Address 
368 East Franklin St., Monterey, CA 93940. JBIII Atomotive, Inc., 368 East Franklin St., Monterey, CA 93940. 
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on 7/20/20. Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on 2/25/14. Signed: Willard J. Beale III, 
President. This business is conducted by a corporation. Publication dates: 8/28, 9/4/20, 9/11/20, 8/18/20. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20201107

The following person is doing business as SKIN BY CILLA, 222 17th St, Suite D, Pacific Grove, Monterey 
County, CA 93950, Mailing Address 861 W. Acacia St. Apt. 3, Salinas, CA 93901. PRISCILLA TORRANCE, 
861 W. Acacia St. Apt. 3, Salinas, CA 93901. This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on 
7/06/20. Registrant commenced to transact business under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed above 
on n/a. Signed: Piscilla Torrance. This business is conducted by a corporation. Publication dates: 8/28, 9/4/20, 
9/11/20, 8/18/20.

Monterey County Opening 
Evacuation Shelter, Center 

Monterey County is opening Sherwood Hall in Salinas as an evacuation 
shelter for fire evacuees and the Monterey County Library Branch in King City 
as an evacuation center. 

Sherwood Hall is open now as a shelter for evacuees. The facility had 
already been established as a stand-by alternative housing site for COVID-19 
and is equipped for provide sleeping accommodations and services for those 
in need. COVID-19 protocols are in place for the shelter. Those coming to the 
shelter will need to have face coverings and be prepared to social distance and 
follow directions from shelter staff regarding COVID procedures. Temperature 
checks will be taken for everyone’s safety. 

To access the shelter, evacuees must provide proof of residency in the fire 
evacuation zone, whether it is a current ID, bill, statement or vehicle registration. 

If you are evacuating with pets, there is assistance being arranged through 
the SPCA. Please contact the SPCA at 831-264-5455 if you need safe housing 
for your animals. SPCA will not be onsite to assist with animals at Sherwood. 

The shelter at Carmel Middle School remains open as a 24- hour shelter 
for evacuees. 

The County is also opening an evacuation center at the King City Library, 
402 Broadway in King City. The center at Laguna Seca also remains open. 
Evacuation centers are open during daytime hours 8 am to 8 pm. At the Lagu-
na Seca center, those wishing to shelter with RVs or by camping can receive 
vouchers for staying in the recreation area. They must show proof of residency 
in the fire area. 

You may also call the American Red Cross Emergency Services line: 1 
866- 272-2237. 
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GRAND OPENING!
Aurelia’s Baby and Children Boutique!

Aurelia’s Boutique has opened a second location! This unique Pacific 
Grove shopping experience features hand-knit designer fashion for 

babies and children newborn-12 years old.  
One of a kind fashion for women & girls, locally made gifts, & home decor.
Shop online at www.aureliasboutiquepg.com Follow us on instagram @Aurelias_Design  

665 Lighthouse Ave and 204 17th Street, Pacific Grove
Open Monday-Saturday from 11-4.

Call 831-747-2111 or  831-747-1301
for private shopping appointments. 
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MST SERVICE CHANGES GO 
INTO EFFECT SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 5
Service changes for local bus transportation provided by Monterey-
Salinas Transit (MST) will go into effect Saturday,  September 5, 2020. 
The following MST lines will be changed or modified:
JAZZ A:          Increased weekday frequency.
JAZZ B:           Increased weekday frequency.
Line 1:               Elimination of travel via Tyler Street. All trips will 

operate via Pacific Street.
Line 11:            Addition of two morning trips that continue from Carmel 

to Carmel Rancho.  
Line 20:            Increased number of weekday trips at peak times to 

help with social distancing on the bus.  
Line 22:           Will not switch to winter schedule, but will continue to 

operate three trips daily, as it currently does.
Line 24:            Weekdays: addition of short-turn trip to Carmel Rancho.
Holidays: addition of service to CHOMP and Crossroads.

These service modifications do not include changes already in oper-
ation, seasonal service variations, or corrections.For more information, 
visit  mst.org  or call 1-888-MST-BUS1 (1-888-678-2871) toll free. For 
RealTime bus arrival information, text “Next” and your four-digit bus stop 
ID (example, “Next 9103”) to 25370, call 1-888-MST-BUS1 with your 
four-digit bus stop ID, download the free Transit app, or use Google 
Maps. Follow  twitter.com/mst_bus  for the latest service alerts.
Ikuyo Yoneda-Lopez
Marketing/Customer Service Manager

  
Monterey-Salinas Transit

Dear Friends of the Library
Moving Back Home

Weren’t you excited to see the construction fencing come down 
from around the PG Library?   I know I was!   We are heartened by the 
near completion of the library construction project and past weeks of 
progress on the return of books, staff and furnishings to our renewed 
library.   Look for more news in our fall newsletter.

Book Sale & Dine Out
The Friends monthly in person book sale and Dine out are still in-

definitely cancelled, although our online book sales are growing.   Visit 
the Friends website at  www.pglibraryfriends.org  to shop our Amazon 
or Advanced Box Exchange bookstores. And enjoy a take out meal and 
support our PG restaurant Friends (updated Chamber of Commerce 
listing at  https://www.pacificgrove.org/restaurants/open-restaurants) 
  Our Homes:   community conversation, Wed., Sept 9

FaceTime story sessions with my grandchild remind me how many stories 
are of home.   In these physically distanced times many of us miss the home 
we find in library books and at the library.   Others have lost homes, or are still 
hoping to find one.   An important community conversation about the future 
of housing, of home, in our community takes place Wednesday, September 
9, via Zoom.   As a Library and community supporter, your thoughts would be 
welcome.    RSVP

   
Be safe, be well and keep reading! 

Kim Bui 
Friends President   



Page 10 • CEDAR STREET Times  • September 4, 2020  

Bill Cohen

Reasoning 
With God

What does God say about revenge?
The Bible is a beautiful tapestry, 

with many threads woven through it, 
one of those threads being God’s de-
sire for us to live together peacefully.  

Merriam-Webster defines “re-
venge” as: “to avenge (oneself or 
another) usually by retaliating in kind 
or degree.”  Isn’t revenge an example 
of returning evil for evil?  What does 
God say about returning evil for evil?  
1 Thes 5:15, “See that none render 
evil for evil unto any man; but ever 
follow that which is good, both among 
yourselves, and to all men.”  God asks 
us to love even those who curse us 
and hate us, Matt 5:38-44, “Ye have 
heard that it hath been said, An eye 
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But 
I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: 
but whosoever shall smite thee on thy 
right cheek, turn to him the other also. 
And if any man will sue thee at the law, 
and take away thy coat, let him have 
thy cloak also. And whosoever shall 
compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain. Give to him that asketh thee, 
and from him that would borrow of thee 
turn not thou away. Ye have heard that 
it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But 
I say unto you, Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and perse-
cute you;” He asks us to do this, so the 
evildoer can witness an example of the 
correct way to treat each other, 1 Pet 
2:12, “Having your conversation hon-
est among the Gentiles: that, whereas 
they speak against you as evildoers, 
they may by your good works, which 
they shall behold, glorify God in the 
day of visitation.”  Returning evil for 
evil only intensifies problems.  Those 
who refuse to learn this lesson will not 
experience the joy of God’s reward, 
Prov 25:21-22, “If thine enemy be hun-
gry, give him bread to eat; and if he be 
thirsty, give him water to drink: For thou 
shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, 
and the Lord shall reward thee.”  The 
reward for our obedience is a relation-
ship with God, and those evildoers will 
feel the heat from the fire of guilt they 
have created, which will haunt them 
when they see good being returned 
for the evil they are doing.

Rom 12:17-19, “Recompense to 
no man evil for evil. Provide things 
honest in the sight of all men. If it 
be possible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men. Dearly 
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but 
rather give place unto wrath: for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine; I will re-
pay, saith the Lord.”  God asks us to 
leave vengeance to Him, Deut 32:35, 
“To me belongeth vengeance and rec-
ompence; their foot shall slide in due 
time: for the day of their calamity is at 
hand, and the things that shall come 
upon them make haste.”  Have we not 
witnessed evildoers falling in due time, 
like Saddam Hussein, Osama Bin 
Laden, Hitler, and countless others?  
Seeing this truth play out requires 
patience.  God is the only one patient 
enough to give everyone the time they 
need to accept the reality of His love, 
and He has told us what our response 
should be to those who refuse His love, 
1 Sam 24:12, “The Lord judge between 
me and thee, and the Lord avenge me 
of thee: but mine hand shall not be 
upon thee.” 

Only God has the authority to pun-
ish.  He does, however, delegate some 
of that authority, in this life, to those He 
allows to rule, 1 Pet 2:13-14, “Submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the 
king, as supreme; Or unto governors, 
as unto them that are sent by him for 
the punishment of evildoers, and for 

the praise of them that do well.”  He 
does this because He knows many of 
us will not follow the path marked by 
His love, so He establishes rulers to 
protect us from those willing to harm 
us.  This world’s history is replete with 
examples of man’s inhumanity, so we 
need laws to protect us and they need 
to be enforced.  If a ruler becomes 
evil and puts our lives in danger, God 
leads or allows His people to flee.  God 
told Abram to flee, Gen 12:1, “Now 
the Lord had said unto Abram, Get 
thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father’s house, 
unto a land that I will shew thee”; Mo-
ses mother saved him from Pharaoh’s 
edict, Ex 1:22-2:5, “And Pharaoh 
charged all his people, saying, Every 
son that is born ye shall cast into the 
river, and every daughter ye shall 
save alive. And there went a man of 
the house of Levi, and took to wife 
a daughter of Levi. And the woman 
conceived, and bare a son: and when 
she saw him that he was a goodly 
child, she hid him three months. And 
when she could not longer hide him, 
she took for him an ark of bulrushes, 
and daubed it with slime and with pitch, 
and put the child therein; and she laid it 
in the flags by the river’s brink. And his 
sister stood afar off, to wit what would 
be done to him. And the daughter of 
Pharaoh came down to wash herself 
at the river; and her maidens walked 
along by the river’s side; and when 
she saw the ark among the flags, she 
sent her maid to fetch it.”; years later, 
Moses was led by God to take Israel 
out of Egypt, against the will of Pha-
raoh, Ex 5:2, “And Pharaoh said, Who 
is the Lord, that I should obey his voice 
to let Israel go? I know not the Lord, 
neither will I let Israel go”; David fled 
from Saul, 1 Sam 19:12, “So Michal 
let David down through a window: and 
he went, and fled, and escaped.”; God 
sent an angel to tell Jesus’ father to 
flee into Egypt, Matt 2:13, “And when 
they were departed, behold, the angel 
of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a 
dream, saying, Arise, and take the 
young child and his mother, and flee 
into Egypt, and be thou there until I 
bring thee word: for Herod will seek the 
young child to destroy him.”  Hitler was 
one of those evil rulers, and I believe 
Jesus led people to America to form a 
country that would be there to help free 
this world from Hitler’s tyranny.  God’s 
way is freedom, He wants each of us 
to use the liberty He has given us to 
accept Jesus as our savior and lead 
others unto the same path.  Any ruler 
who denies people their freedom will 
eventually lose their power.  This is one 
of God’s ways of freeing His people.

God uses rulers to complete His 
plan for salvation, and even their 
evil acts can provide a path that 
leads through the valley of death 
to a good result, Gen 50:20, “But 
as for you, ye thought evil against 
me; but God meant it unto good, to 
bring to pass, as it is this day, to save 
much people alive.”  God has turned 
the horrible atrocities of ISIS into a 
great rethinking in the Muslim com-

munity and a wave of former Muslims 
to Christianity.  You can read about it 
in an article entitled “ISIS CAUSES 
IRAQIS TO TURN TO CHRIST AT A 
‘STUNNING PACE’” written on Oc-
tober 10, 2014, by the News Staff of 
BCN, Breaking Christian News; it is 
posted on their site.

God’s motives alone are pure, 
and the creation of His eternal family 
is His prime directive.  Knowing this, 
He still found a way to allow each of 
us to decide our own eternal future.  
He gave us His Word, and those who 
choose to ignore it will have decided 
their own fate, Jn 8:43, 47, “Why do 
ye not understand my speech? even 
because ye cannot hear my word…He 
that is of God heareth God’s words: 
ye therefore hear them not, because 
ye are not of God.”  He gives us a 
lifetime to hear and understand it, Ps 
145:8, “The Lord is gracious, and full 
of compassion; slow to anger, and 
of great mercy.”  And, He is showing 
great patience despite our prayers for 
revenge, Rev 6:10, “And they cried 
with a loud voice, saying, How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them 
that dwell on the earth?”

God calls us to faith, not ven-
geance, Heb 11:7, “By faith Noah, 
being warned of God of things not 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house; by 
the which he condemned the world, 
and became heir of the righteousness 
which is by faith” and He wants us to 
accept His offer of eternal life, Rev 
2:11, “He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the churches; 
He that overcometh shall not be hurt 
of the second death.”  Noah withstood 
criticism and mocking, but He stayed 
the course.  Some have not grasped 
the immensity of the eternity God is 

offering us.  There is a song, Amazing 
Grace, whose last stanza is:  “When 
we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, we’ve no less 
days to sing God’s praise, than when 
we’ve first begun.”  Are we getting this?  
After 10,000 years, there are still an 
infinite number of days left, no fewer 
days left.  What could we put on the 
balances to outweigh eternity?  How 
would revenge for any wrong ever 
cause the balances to even shudder?

Forgiveness is the way of our 
Lord, and it leads us away from re-
venge toward His love and His peace, 
Lk 6:37, “Judge not, and ye shall not be 
judged: condemn not, and ye shall not 
be condemned: forgive, and ye shall 
be forgiven:” When we return evil for 
evil, how are we any better than the 
evildoer?  God is calling all of us, as 
He did Saul, Acts 4:9, “And he fell to 
the earth, and heard a voice saying 
unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me?”  God tells us, vengeance 
is nothing more than our persecuting 
Jesus and proof we have refused to 
follow His way.  We could ask when 
we persecuted Jesus.  However, He 
already answered that question, Matt 
25:44-45, “Then shall he say also unto 
them on the left hand, Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre-
pared for the devil and his angels: For 
I was an hungred, and ye gave me no 
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me 
no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took 
me not in: naked, and ye clothed me 
not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited 
me not. Then shall they also answer 
him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee 
an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did 
not minister unto thee? Then shall he 
answer them, saying, Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of 
the least of these, ye did it not to me.”  
Anytime we return evil for evil, we are 
persecuting Jesus, the one who died 
on a cross so that we might have the 
opportunity to shine His light by return-
ing good for the evil we experience, 
even to the least of these.

God has placed us in unique plac-
es throughout this world.  This blog is 
about sharing His Word; please share 
it with those who you believe would be 
blessed by hearing it.  Bless you!  If 
you would like to receive the weekly 
blog, email us at bill@reasoningwith-
god.com.
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Commentary
Your Letters

Many reasons to oppose marijuana 
dispensary in Pacific Grove
Dear City Council, 

As a parent and resident, I am against a dispensary opening in Pacific 
Grove (PG). We need to continue to support PG’s efforts to provide a safe 
environment for our community and students. Our Lighthouse main street 
and business district is an easy twenty-minute walk from the high school. 
Many of our schools are even closer (pre-schools, three elementary schools, 
middle school, high school). All are within 1.4 miles of the liquor store at 
613 Lighthouse – where they currently have a sign stating, ‘Vape, Marijuana, 
Cigarillos, Hookah, Cigarettes.’ 

A PG cannabis store would undermine the decades of joint efforts by 
our city, community services, and schools to promote health, responsible 
driving, and parenting. I agree with the American Medical Association that 
we have a civic duty ‘to protect the health and safety of high risk populations 
and the public’ (AMA Statement 8/29/19). The American Centers for Disease 
Control states that: 
• Cannabis before the age of 16 and for a prolonged period {…} can lead 

to a number of significant health problems. 
• Cannabis use can negatively affect adolescents’ and young adults’ health 

and well-being, including their school performance, education level, social 
lives, and future employment and income. 

(https://www.cdc.gov/marijuana/nas/adolescents.html) 
If a cannabis shop is located in our home town, drug access will increase 

and drugged driving will be just as prolific as drunk driving. One PG youth 
was recently hit on 19th and Sunset while in the crosswalk headed to PG 
High School. This happened without a dispensary here. How much worse 
will the traffic fatalities be if we add a cannabis store to the neighborhood? 

Also and since cannabis is illegal according to federal law and is a cash 
business, it will be challenging to regulate and any minimal revenue to PG 
will strain our limited city and community resources. The small amount of 
revenue gained will not match the risks we our taking with our youth, our 
safety, and our quality of life. 

Please do not support this initiative. 
Sincerely, 

Jung Hwa Kim 

The American Academy of Pediatrics states: 
The adverse effects of marijuana have been well documented. Numer-

ous published studies have shown the potential negative consequences of 
short- and long-term use of recreational marijuana in adolescents. These 
consequences include: 
•  Impaired short-term memory and decreased concentration, attention 

span, and problem-solving skills, all of which interfere with learning. 
•  Alterations in motor control, coordination, judgment, reaction time, and 

tracking ability have also been documented. These effects may contribute 
to unintentional deaths and injuries among adolescents, especially those 
who drive after using marijuana. 

• Negative health effects on lung function associated with smoking mari-
juana also have been documented; 

• in addition, longitudinal studies linking marijuana use with higher rates of 
mental health disorders, such as depression and psychosis, recently have 
been published, raising concerns about longer-term psychiatric effects. 

• Secondhand marijuana smoke can also be detected in adults who are 
passively exposed, and new data also suggest that secondhand marijuana 
smoke may be harmful to children. A recent study found that in an inpa-
tient sample of infants admitted for respiratory compromise, 1 in 6 had 
detectable traces of marijuana in their systems. 

• A major study also has shown that long-term marijuana use initiated in 
adolescence has negative effects on intellectual function and that the defi-
cits in cognitive areas, such as executive function and processing speed, 
did not recover by adulthood, even when cannabis use was discontinued. 

• As with other psychoactive substances, the younger an adolescent begins 
using drugs, including marijuana, the more likely it is that drug depen-
dence or addiction will develop in adulthood. Evidence clearly shows that 
marijuana is an addictive substance … 

• Marijuana use during pregnancy has adverse effects on the fetus, including 
growth retardation. Longer-term consequences of prenatal marijuana use 
that have been reported in infants and children include subtle deficits 
in learning and memory as well as deficits in executive functions, such 
as problem-solving skills that require sustained attention, analysis, and 
integration. 

(https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/139/3/e20164069?utm_
source=TrendMD&utm_medium=TrendMD&utm_campaign=Pediat-
rics_TrendMD_0) 

Water Rate 
Adjustment 
Mechanism
Editor:

There were a couple of letters in 
this newspaper last week about the 
“Water Rate Adjustment Mechanism” 
(don’t you just love the names bureau-
cracies come up with). That is a charge 
on your water bills which was devel-
oped to encourage water conserva-
tion. The comments about this WRAM 
were a bit confusing, and I want to 
make sure people are not misled. 
Although the Public Utilities Commis-
sion did vote to eliminate the WRAM, 
it does not affect the current rates 
and is not likely to lead to lower water 
rates immediately - as some claimed. 
The water rates you pay will probably 
stay the same until Cal Am makes a 
new rate proposal without the WRAM 
in 2024. That gives the company 
several years in which to file appeals. 
Then, while it is impossible to say what 

Write-In 
Nomination 
Period Opens 
September 8  
for November 
Election

The nomination period to qualify 
as a write-in candidate for offices going 
to election in November, runs Tuesday, 
September 8, 2020 through Tuesday, 
October 20, 2020.

To qualify, candidates must meet 
the requirements of office and file 
write-in candidate nomination forms. 
Nomination forms must be filed at the 
Monterey County Elections Office lo-
cated at 1441 Schilling Place – North 
Building, Salinas, CA 93901.  There 
are no filing fees or candidate state-
ments, and the write-in candidate’s 
name will not appear on the ballot. 
Write-in candidates for city contests 
will file at the office of the applicable 
City Clerk.

To schedule your appointment:
Call: (831) 796-1499, or
Email:  CandidateServices@

co.monterey.ca.us
For more information visit www.

MontereyCountyElections.us or call 
831-796-1499.

You wait in line.
You stand or sit.
And it requires
A lot of wit.

In everyline,
In every queue
You battle time.
Time battles you.

You hate the line.
You hate to wait
And feel time’s presence
And its weight.

You wait in line.
You stand or sit.
And it requires
A lot of wit.

To have a thought,
A funnyone,
That time would fear
that time would shun.

A happy thought, a blissful 
thought.
Not alwaysfound,
But always sought.

A funny stry,
A pun, a rhyme
Aganst the prevalence
Of time.

Observe and wonder,
And seek, and find!
Time will invade
A sterile mind.

It is the battle
Of light and fog.
Dog-wags-tail.
Tail-wags-dog.

Rudolph Tenenbaum

Poetry
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Wanda Sue Parrott
Homeless in Paradise

In Our Own Backyard--Part 45
How to stop boondoggling and start building dreams

Dreaming works. If dream-builders 
know what they’re doing, they can con-
vert boondoggles into goals, as proven 
by the progress toward opening of the 
peninsula’s first homeless shelter in 
Seaside in November.

For example, remember when 
veteran Seaside city councilmember 
Dave Pacheco and newly installed 
councilmember Jon Wizard co-spon-
sored a “Homeless by the Bay” town 
hall in Feb. 2019? It drew an estimated 
160 people to Oldemeyer Center on a 
cold, drab night.

A long line of attendees aired 
3-minute views of a potential homeless 
shelter in the abandoned mobile unit 
that once was a health clinic behind 
Monterey County Department of Public 
Social Services on Olympia Ave.  

To be or not to be the “Olympia 
Shelter?”

Headline of my Feb. 22, 2019 col-
umn was “Move over, Oscar—‘Home-
less by the Bay’ Wins  

Best Performance Award!” The-
atrics, histrionics and old-fashioned 
opining prevailed, as the public rallied, 
ranted and railed (more against than 
for a shelter in their own backyard).

One elder recalled before Fort Ord 
closed in 1994, “I was a kid. . . that 
area was known as The Pit. . . there 
was drug deals going down. . . there 
were shootings. . . dead bodies were 
lying all around. . . what’ya wanta do? 
Bring back what the city worked so 
hard to get rid of?”

Another resident suggested, “Use 
the building, but since it is mobile, 
move it somewhere elsewhere, like 
Fort Ord or Marina.”

Emotions ran high and the reason 
the town hall was convened was fuzz-
ied in the fray. Money! 

To qualify for its share of the 
well-publicizerd $12.5 million in HEAP 
continuum of care funding, should 
Seaside convert the unused unit into 
a homeless shelter? If Seaside did 
not respond in the next few weeks, 
the chance to qualify for the funding 
would evaporate.

Everyone in attendance knew 
such a shelter was needed, but no one 
wanted it in their own backyard.

Councilmembers Pacheco and 
Wizard held the town hall because 
Seaside City Council was slated to 
further discuss the issue on Thurs., 
Feb. 21.  They listened intently to what 
the public had to say. 

Three people focused specifically 
on a goal, thus planting a thought seed 
from which future  possibilities could 
and did grow:

Housing homeless women
I was the first advocate for women. 

I explained the mobile unit is on County 
of Monterey property within the city 
limits of Seaside, so Seaside is not 
the owner. Second, by partnering with 
the County of Monterey and City of 
Seaside, Gathering for Women could 
further expand its services to the 600 
then-currently estimated homeless 
women on the Monterey Peninsula.

Next speaker was Kelli J. Keane, 
86-year old Advocate for Senior 
Women Without Housing, a formerly 
homeless woman who lived in her 
van while helping establish Gathering 
for Women and One Starfish Safe 
Parking. 

Third speaker was Gathering for 
Women’s brand new interim execu-
tive director, Kate Daniels Kurz, who 
was well-prepared to back up her 
pro-women’s shelter advocacy with 
statistics: in 2018, GFW served 932 
individual homeless women; 1,900 
showers were taken by homeless 
women; 10,237 meals were served 
to homeless women; 4,492 women 
visited the clothes closet where they 
were given free clothing.

Someone shouted, “It sounds like 
a done deal!”  

Councilmembers Pacheco and 
Wizard assured the audience that 
nothing was a done deal.

Later, when Robin McRae, Direc-
tor of Community Human Services, 
joined forces with GFW’s Kate Daniels 
Kurz to present to Seaside City Council 
their plan for serving as co-partner 
sponsors of the proposed shelter, it 
became a done deal.

A year-and-a-half later a formal 
name of the shelter was announced:

Casa de Noche Buena—Shelter 
for Women and Families with Children

On August 17, 2020, a letter from 
Amy Sands, board president of Gath-
ering for Women, and Alana Myles, 
Chair, Community Human Services 
announced establishment of the 
Casa de Noche Buena Fund with the 
Community Foundation for Monterey 
County. It says:

“Beginning in November 2020, 
Casa de Noche Buena will house 
approximately 30 guests, depending 
on family size and the ages of the 
children, for 90 days. . . In addition to 
a warm, safe place to stay, they will 
receive supportive services and meals.   
Our case managers will help guests 
set goals, connect them to housing, 

employment, education and benefits, 
and keep them moving toward secur-
ing permanent housing and a brighter 
future.

“We are busy renovating a County 
building in Seaside with State funding. 
The state, the County of Monterey, and 
all of the Peninsula cities are providing 
a portion of operating fonds for the 
shelter, reflecting our community’s 
understanding that Casa de Noche 
Buena is truly a regional commitment 
to this very local humanitarian crisis.

“But we will need more than gov-
ernment support to make Casa de 
Noche Buena a success. Our goal 
is to raise $220,000 from individuals 
and groups within the broad Monterey 
Peninsula community. To facilitate that, 

we’ve established the Casa de Noche 
Buena Fund with the Community 
Foundation of Monterey County.

“. . . And right now, donations 
will be matched dollar for dollar up 
to $110,000, thanks to a generous 
challenge gift.”

Donations for 1st year opera-
tion funding may be mailed to The 
Community Foundation for Monterey 
County, 2354 Garden Rd., Monterey, 
CA 93940. Mark checks “Casa Shelter 
Fund.”

To see photos of the renovation 
and virtual groundbreaking visit Face-
book.com/Casa De NocheBuena  .

Focusing on a goal makes a 
dream come true. Money helps, too.

Credits: Photo courtesy of The 
Community Foundation of Monterey 
County.

Triple haiku by Wanda Sue Parrot
About this Column: “Homeless 

in Paradise” is a free public service 
self-funded and produced by the au-
thor. During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
this column appears regularly on the 
last week of each month in the Cedar 
Street Times at www.cedarstreettimes.
com (and as periodic FLASH columns 
like this one).

It can always be found online at 
www.cedarstreettimes.com/

It also appears on Facebook, in 
Next Door and on private email lists. 
If interested in being added to the list, 
submit your request to the contact info 
below.)

Copyright 2020 by Wanda Sue 
Parrott

Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at 
831-899-5887, amykitchenerfdn@
hotmail.com

  

Casa de Noche Buena—Shelter for Women and Families with Children

Ballot Boxes. The City will not house ballot boxes within City Hall this 
Election Season due to the closure of City Hall. H2owever, the City Clerk is 
working with the Elections Department in obtaining a permanent structure 
that will be housed at City Hall.  Stay tuned for more information. 
 
Make your vote count and vote early if possible.  Please see important 
ballot information attached. 

No Ballot Boxes at City Hall
Due to Virus Closure
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Joy Colangelo

From the Trenches

No More Colangelo Column Please!
Dear editor,

 I would like to request that the last column by Joy Colangelo be the Last 
column that she is allowed to write for the newspaper of Americas Last Home 
Town.  

                                                                                        Respy,
                                                                                     Alan Stoney, Pacific 

Grove

Opinion
Your Letters

       
Let me tell you a story. A close friend of mine remodeled their house 

in 2019 after a year long court fight where they evicted tenants that had 
ceased to pay rent after living there over a decade. The house was what is 
formally known in landlord land as “trashed.”   I had never seen anything like 
the  damage done to a house and have owned a rental since I was in my 
twenties. This is a year before COVID and with the remodel finally finished 
(they did all the work themselves while running a local business), they rented 
to a local couple, acquaintances, who needed a two bedroom house to gain 
custody of their child. You see, the system had crippled them by stating that 
custody can only be granted if the pre-teen child has their own room. The 
system is saying you are not a good parent if you give the single bedroom 
to the child and sleep on the couch or a cot - you are only a good custodial 
parent if you work long hours to afford two bedrooms. My friend filled this gap 
and leaned in, renting the home as if it were a one bedroom, fully furnishing 
it and paying the utilities. The utility bills climbed and climbed to numbers 
that could have supported three homes. The yard went fallow and after three 
months of renting, they gained custody in the meantime (hooray!! and tears 
all around), but then they stopped paying rent at the end of February, right at 
the onset of COVID lockdown and soon after the  pre-teen decided to return 
to the other parent. To comply with the anti-eviction ordinance, they were 
asked to provide a letter stating they could not pay due to significant income 
loss from the pandemic. Trouble was, their income remained the same as 
prior to COVID. They did not meet criteria. And they have not paid since. 
Courts were closed even though they were “eligible” for eviction. It’s just one 
of those cases that falls right through the cracks, monopolizing a house that 
could go to someone in need. What you say? Maybe they really need it even 
though their income remains the same in lockdown?  

They post on Facebook showing the new massive propane wok they 
purchased where they cook foods I’ve never even heard of. What’s “shrimp 
in beef neck bone stock” or “Australian Tomahawk ribeye” and on yet an-
other day, “crab boil and bake with crab bisque cream sauce.” On the next 
day “stuffed crab and shrimp with fusion crab bisque cream sauce” Do you 
know what “silky buttery Hamachi Nigiri” is? Me either but there are 6 large 
“steaks” on the table.   Oh and “leftover lobster bisque with shrimps and 
scallops and bok-choy” and by the way it was “silky delicious.” With “the best 
lockdown buddy ever” there has been Maine Lobster with Massa Natural Sea 
Scallops and  fresh off the boat Monterey Rockfish cooked with scallops in 
Mangalitsa pork lard.” They’ve had “lingcod which was beyond succulent”, 
a “pair of 2lb lobsters with the usual bisque” (so much bisque) with shrimp 
and the next day “tuna sashimi and nigiri with spicy tuna maki in portions that 
looked like it was for a party of six. Don’t forget the “yellowtail loin” that “melts 
in your mouth” and was so good it prompted the claim that they “have won 
the shelter-in-place lottery with the best lockdown buddy in the safest county 
in America:” There’s been “yellowtail collars” and a new “Hangiri Sushi tub 
which was super expensive but worth it for the great meals it will make.” It 
was fun seeing that they  made “homemade eel sauce with tuna dressed in 
ponzu-like sweet sauce, black sesame seeds, tuna in sriracha and capelin 
roe, the ripest mango ever, avocado, pickled ginger, seaweed salad and a 
scoop of masago.” I don’t even know what half of that is. I loved the day they 
had “tuna made 3 ways - spicy, sweet and original with furikake.” By the way 
it”took hours but with lockdown there’s nothing but time.”

To top it off, who makes pizza with “blue crab, fresh shrimp, oyster 
mushrooms, three types of fresh but aged cheeses, and duck breast bacon 
cooked in duck fat?” They do. And so you don’t think I’m mis-appropriating 
cultural diet choices, if they stayed true to their culture, they’d be making 
shepards pie, pasta, bangers and noodles every night. With the new eviction 
protection law signed just the other day, this senior homeowner is stuck on 
their no rent diet while the two houseguests can overfish the Bay until next 
March, a full year of rent free, talk-about-affordable, housing. Did I mention 
it’s got an ocean view which is nice because they can see where their meals 
are coming from. The house already has one fire marshal citation for a mat-
tress in the yard (remember the house was furnished so whose mattress is 
that? If you guessed it was theirs, you’re not a very good guesser.)  

So a good question is this: If you were the owner and had rented at an 
affordable rate but then was without rent for one year, court costs that will be 
in the thousands if they ever can evict and damages I won’t even go into to 
re-re-model, what would your rent for the place be next year?   How benev-
olent would you be?   As we watch the waiting list and inquiries fall off the 
page, from people who are in great need for housing with means to pay, how 

can a “nice landlord” trust their own judgement again when it comes time to 
“do someone a favor” and rent affordable?

 And speaking of money, I do want to chime in about the cannabis 
dispensary debate coming up this week at Planning and soon to Council. 
Commissioners and the public are wracking their soul searching brains 
to figure out whether PG should have cannabis, how close/far it should 
be from schools, whether our ordinances have to be rewritten to allow a 
business that’s not a business and a franchise that’s not a franchise and 
oh, the heads are a scratchin’.  PG stands to get, maybe, $250,000 a year 
in taxes from a cannabis store according to a consultant who stated we 
“were too late into the game.” Let’s say we were to get $1.5 million a year, 
it’s getting closer to being even Steven with bending someone’s moral 
stance. AND even if it was $1.5 million, our city would need exactly 15 
more ideas like that one to make our budget this year.  I bet no one has 
one way to get $1.5 million, never mind 15 more ways.  And if you think 
city employees and services will stay the same when there’s no money 
coming in; if you think they will do what that landlord I mentioned above 
is doing which is provide services for free, then the least you can do is 
invite me over when you make a lobster dinner as I dodge the potholes to 
your house.  Heck, I don’t even like lobster but, you know, it’s the principle 
of the thing.  Until it isn’t.

Commissioners and the public are wracking their soul searching brains to 
figure out whether PG should have cannabis, how close/far it should be from 
schools, whether our ordinances have to be rewritten to allow a business that’s 
not a business and a franchise that’s not a franchise and oh, the heads are a 
scratchin’.   PG stands to get, maybe, $20,000 a year in taxes from a cannabis 
store (I paid $18,000 in TOT from a short term rental every year that has been 
banned and bothered absolutely nobody) according to a consultant who stated 
we “were too late into the game.”   Now if we were to get $150,000 a year, it 
might be worth the soul searching.   If we were to get $1.5 million a year, it’s 
getting closer to being even Steven with bending someone’s moral stance. But 
for $20,000 (that was the highest estimate by the by) - how could that make 
a dint?   AND even if it was $1.5 million, our city would need exactly 15 more 
ideas like that one to make our budget this year.   I bet no one has one way to 
get $1.5 million, never mind 15 more ways.   And if you think city employees and 
services will stay the same when there’s no money coming in; if you think they 
will do what that landlord I mentioned above is doing which is provide services 
for free, then the least you can do is invite me over when you  make a lobster 
dinner as I dodge the potholes to your house.   Heck, I don’t even like lobster 
but, you know, it’s the principle of the  thing.   Until it isn’t.

The Chance of Affordable Rents Just Left the Building
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The Pacific Grove Police Department posted on Facebook that they had 
received confirmed sightings of the puma.  

“Please be sure to keep pets close and indoors,” suggested police.  
Anyone who comes across a mountain lion can follow the following advice 

from the U.S. Forest Service:
If you spot a mountain lion and the animal is unaware of you, alter your 

route so that you will move away from its area.
Never approach a mountain lion especially one that is feeding or with kittens.
Most mountain lions will try to avoid confrontation. Always give them a way 

to escape.  
Do not run. Remain calm. Hold your ground or back away slowly.
Continue facing the mountain lion, and maintain eye contact.
Do all you can to appear larger; Stand upright, raise your arms, raise your 

walking stick, open your jacket.

Stay Safe in Mountain Lion Country
If you have small children or pets with you, try to pick them up without 

turning away or bending over.
Never bend over or crouch down, avoid looking like a four-legged prey 

animal . Again, Do not bend over to pick up a rock or stick off the ground. This 
action may trigger a pounce response in a mountain lion.

If anyone sees a puma in PG they are asked to call police at 831-648-3143 
with the location, description and behavior.
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State Parks Closes All 
Campgrounds in Santa Cruz 
and San Mateo Counties Due 
to Ongoing Wildfires

California State Parks is closing campgrounds in all Santa Cruz and San 
Mateo County state parks and beaches due to the ongoing CZU August Light-
ning Complex Fires and out of public safety concerns. The closures will go into 
effect beginning Monday, Aug. 24-31, 2020. The public is advised not to travel 
to these counties.

Reservation holders are being notified and full refunds will be given. Res-
ervation holders can contact ReserveCalifornia at 800-444-7275. Hours of 
operation: 7 days a week, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. PDT.

The following state beaches are impacted by the camping closure from 
Aug. 24-31:

San Mateo County
Half Moon Bay State Beach (SB)
Santa Cruz County
Manresa SB
New Brighton SB
Seacliff SB
Sunset SB
The following state parks and beaches remain fully closed until further notice. 
San Mateo County
Año Nuevo State Park (SP) 
Bean Hollow SB 
Butano SP 
Pescadero SB 
Pigeon Point Light Station State Historic Park (SHP) 
Pomponio SB 
Portola Redwoods SP 
San Gregorio SB 
Santa Cruz County
Big Basin Redwoods SP (including Rancho Del Oso) 
Castle Rock SP
Henry Cowell Redwoods SP (including Fall Creek) 
Natural Bridges SB 
Wilder Ranch SP (including Coast Dairies)  
Due to the active nature of the wildfires, the public is advised to always check 

ahead, as conditions may evolve rapidly. State Parks peace officers are pa-
trolling the evacuated parks and assisting CAL FIRE and local law enforcement 
agencies in communities impacted by the wildfires.

For the latest information on state park units affected, please visit www.parks.
ca.gov/Incidents. For the latest information on the wildfires, please visit https://
www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/.  
 

Monterey County residents and 
the greater region have been hit hard 
by multiple crises in 2020 – first with 
the COVID-19 pandemic and lately by 
widespread wildfires raging throughout 
the county and neighboring areas in 
California. Through it all, Monterey 
County’s hospitality and tourism 
community have acted quickly to 
adapt their protocols and policies for 
the safety of their guests, employees 
and community, as well as partner 
with local government agencies to 
support those in need from wildfire 
devastation.

As hotel and lodging properties 
saw their employees, neighbors and 
community members evacuated from 
their homes due to the River, Carmel 
and Dolan fires, more than 70 hotels 
along the Monterey Peninsula offered 
deeply discounted accommodations 
available to evacuees and first re-
sponders. Additionally, many hotels, 
such as InterContinental The Clement 
Monterey, lifted pet restrictions to ac-
commodate residents and their furry 
companions.

“We are proud of how Monterey 
County’s hotel and lodging industry 
stepped up and prioritized evacuees 
before other guests during the peak 
of our wildfires,” said Jeroen Gerrese, 
chair of Monterey County Hospitality 
Association and general manager at 
Sanctuary Beach Resort. “The health 
and well-being of our more than 
27,000 employees, their families and 
our community is a top priority.”

Collectively, during the week of 

Monterey County Hospitality Industry Aids in Wildfire Relief
Hotels and attractions unite to support those impacted by County-wide fires

Firefighters from mny utside jurisdictins gather at Laguna SSeca to receive assignments dring the fires.

August 17, hotels offered more than 
$1.1 million in discounted savings 
compared to the previous week to 
support the evacuees during the worst 
of the wildfires.  

“We were devastated to see our 

communities and state succumb to yet 
another crisis,” said Kevin Ellis, board 
chair of Monterey County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau and general man-
ager at Hyatt Regency Monterey Hotel 
and Spa. “One of the things I love most 
about Monterey County’s hospitality 
community is how we quickly respond 
and support one another during times 
of need.”  

In addition to hotels, two of Mon-
terey County’s largest entities, Weath-
erTech Raceway Laguna Seca and 
Monterey Conference Center (MCC), 
offered assistance as evacuation cen-
ters. The raceway also provided free 
camping and RV spaces for evacuees.

MCC is currently working with 
FEMA and the California Governor’s 
Office of Emergency Services to be a 
center where residents and business-
es impacted by the River, Carmel and 
Dolan fires can connect with local, 
state and federal agencies from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. through September 5.  

Since April, MCC had adapted 
its conference space to showcase 
socially distant meetings and is using 
its plan and safety protocols to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 to evacuees. 
“MCC has been sitting empty since 
Monterey County’s shelter-in-place 
restrictions in mid-March,” said Doug 
Philips, general manager at Monte-
rey Conference Center. “Seeing the 
community in distress, we wanted 
to help however we could. We have 
the space and we have the ability to 
operate safely.”

Additional event venues, includ-
ing the Monterey County and Salinas 

Valley Fairgrounds, were also used for 
evacuation services.

Tourism is the number one indus-
try on the Monterey Peninsula and 
second largest industry in Monterey 
County. The industry was estimated to 
lose $500 million in the first 90 days of 
the pandemic, as well as lay off more 
than half of its 27,000 hospitality jobs. 
While tourism continues to struggle re-
bounding, Monterey County Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau encourages 
residents to support local businesses 
impacted by the ongoing economic 
crisis responsibly.

ABOUT MONTEREY COUNTY 
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

The Monterey County Convention 
& Visitors Bureau (Monterey County 
CVB) is a 501c6 organization that 
drives tourism for Monterey County. 
Tourism is the largest industry on the 
Monterey Peninsula and the second 
largest in the County. The MCCVB is 
a partnership of the hospitality commu-
nity and local governments that aims 
to drive business growth through com-
pelling marketing and targeted sales 
initiatives that maximize the benefits 
of tourism to its guests, members and 
the community. Travel spending in 
Monterey County was $3.24 billion 
in 2019, representing a 3.3 percent 
increase from 2018. This $3.24 billion 
in visitor spending supported 27,120 
jobs, contributed $296 million in total 
taxes and generated $153 million local 
tax dollars that directly benefited the 
community. For more information, visit  
www.SeeMonterey.com  and follow us 
on  Facebook,  Instagram  and  Twitter.

The Monterey County Emergency Operations Center is conducting a 
survey to get a better understanding of the impacts of COVID-19 on the local 
economy in Monterey County. This information is pertinent for the county to 
qualify for Small Business Administration assistance. 

The link for the survey is:  https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/62108f58a-
78b47148ee082a3ef23563d 

Please forward this to your community members/businesses and encour-
age them to fill it out.

All for profit, local businesses should complete this survey as soon as 
possible, for faster qualification.
 
For questions, email Luna Mohammad at Mohammadl@co.monterey.ca.us

Survey of impacts of 
COVID-19 on local economy


