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Pink Patch Month - Page 6-  

10:00am Tuesday:
LIve Zoom Preschool Stories (Ages 2-5)

3:30pm Wednesday:
Recorded Crafternoon! video (Ages 4-14)

11:00am Thursday:
Recorded Baby Rhyme video

(Ages Birth-2)  

Second Tuesday of the month 
is

Music by MaryLee at 11:00am

Please visit  https://www.
pacificgrovelibrary.org/calendar  for 

details.
Please let me know if you have any 

questions  or if I can be of help.
 

Thank you,
Mary Weyant

Youth Services Librarian
Pacific Grove Public Library

542 Lighthouse Avenue Suite #111
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

831-648-5762
www.pacificgrovelibrary.org

October Recreation and 
Library

Programs. Registration is open 
for all October PLAY-IT-SAFE 

Programs!

These programs are designed to 
offer engaging and interactive in-

person and virtual activities focused 
on supporting Pacific Grove youth 

and families through physical 
health, education and community 

involvement while distance learning.
 

Programs and activities include: Youth 
Exercise and Fitness, Dance Classes, 
Arts & Crafts, Preschool Storytimes, 

and more.

All in-person programs will follow 
State & County guidelines and will be 
held outdoors while accommodating 
a physical distance of a minimum of 

6-feet.
 

To view the full list of programs and 
to register visit www.cityofpg.org/

recreation
•

November 3
ELECTION DAY

See HALLOWEEN Page 4

Exhibit Opening - Page 7
Making Memories 
Page 16

Health Dept. Says NO Halloween Trick or Treating’
The Monterey County Health 

Department has recommended 
that children do not go door-
to-door this year but have not 
outright banned Halloween 
activities.

The health department is 
worried about a spike in new 
cases and transmissions during 
the social holiday.

The Monterey Health Depart-
ment is encouraging residents to 
seek out safer holiday activities 
this year.

Not Allowed:
Halloween gatherings, events 

or parties with non-household 
members are not permitted un-
less they are part of your social 
circle of 12 individuals or less, 

are conducted outdoors, and are 
otherwise in compliance with 
Social Circle Guidance.

Carnivals, festivals, live en-
tertainment, and haunted house 
attractions are not allowed.

Not Recommended:
Door to door trick or treating 

is not recommended because it 
can be very difficult to maintain 

LaCrema wins 
concession 
at Point Pinos 
Grill at the 
golf links

The City of Pacific Grove (City) 
owns property commonly known as 
the Point Pinos Grill. The property is 
operated through a concessionaire 
and lease agreement for food and 
beverage services. This facility was 
previously leased and operated by 
Aqua Terra Culinary until January 
30, 2020 when the tenant provided a 
notice to terminate operations at the 
Point Pinos Grill. 

After two continuations due to lack 
of time,  from the September 2, 2020 
and September 16, 2020 City Council 
meetings the staff report and the pro-
posed lease agreement were revised to 
include updated price terms based on 
further negotiations with the proposer. 

During the same week of the 
final notice by Aqua Terra, the City 
was contacted by Ardent Culinaire, 
Inc. who expressed interest in taking 
over operations of the Point Pinos 
Grill. In order to maintain business 
continuity, City staff negotiated and 
entered into a temporary month-to-
month rental agreement with Ardent 
Culinaire, Inc. effective February 1, 
2020. Meanwhile, staff prepared and 
published a comprehensive request 
for proposal (RFP) for the Point Pi-
nos Grill food and beverage conces-
sion services on March 9, 2020. 

The Point Pinos Grill food and 
beverage concession services RFP 
was widely posted and advertised.

On May 29, 2020, the City 
received three sealed proposals re-
sponding to the RFP. A panel of City 
staff reviewed the proposals and in-

Subject to second reading

Referendum on Cannabis 
Sales in Pacific Grove
By Janet Haines

Pacific Grove voters concerned about the City Council’s recent approval 
of an ordinance allowing a cannabis dispensary in PG can sign a referendum 
to force the City Council to choose between two alternatives, either (1) to 
hold a citywide election to determine whether or not the majority of voters 
want a cannabis dispensary in PG, or (2) to rescind approval of the ordinance 
authorizing the dispensary. If 1,110 registered PG voters sign the referendum 
prior to October 29, the City Council will be required to choose between those 
two options.  

A strong majority of residents opposed the ordinance at the September 
2 and September 16 City Council hearings. The PGUSD Board of Education 
unanimously opposed, the PG Chamber of Commerce, two former PG po-
lice chiefs, nineteen people sent emails opposing and twenty-five speakers 
opposed,  compared to six speakers and six email-senders who supported. 
Despite that, the Council voted 4-3 to adopt the ordinance allowing a cannabis 
dispensary.

The referendum can be signed at 211 Grand Avenue, Pacific Grove, 
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., or check the website transparentpg.com for 
other locations to sign. Referendum-handlers social distance and comply with 
City and County health guidelines. It’s also possible to have a copy delivered 
to you by calling (831) 915-9710.

Citizen’s Group Seeks 
Signatures for Referendum 

Citizens for a Transparent Pacific Grove, a grassroots group of concerned 
city residents, has launched referendum campaign to overturn the recent City 
Council’s 4-3 split vote allowing a cannabis dispensary in town. That vote taken 
on September 16, 2020 and the associated provisions of the ordinance, all 
but guarantees the dispensary’s location will be in Downtown Pacific Grove. 
Transparent PG as it is being called, is advocating for a more open and trans-
parent process from the City Pacific Grove’s staff and City Council. The group 
is focused on the inclusion of residents and businesses in city decisions that 
are affecting them. 

Transparent PG points to the process by which the city’s staff brought 
the issue forward and the seemingly overwhelming public opposition to the 
establishment of an ordinance allowing a cannabis dispensary within City 
limits. That opposition included local law enforcement, residents, businesses 
and notably the Pacific Grove Unified School District which voted unanimously 
to oppose it.  Additionally, the group points to the fact that there was not a 
proper cost benefit analysis conducted and that the proposed location is close 
to child-care facilities and youth serving businesses. 

VOTE!
(If you haven’t already)
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Joan Skillman

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal 
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It  is 
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is available 
at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.

Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Managing Editor Webster Slate
Graphic Design: Dan Bohrman

Distribution Manager: Charbel Samaha
Regular Contributors: Bill Cohen 

 Joy Colangelo • Bruce Cowan • Scott Dick 
 Neil Jameson • David Laws 

Wanda Sue Parrott • Jean Prock • Jane Roland • Katie Ryan 
Patrick Ryan • Katie Shain • Peter Silzer 

Bob Silverman • Charbel Samaha • Joan Skillman • Rudolph Tenenbaum 

All contents copyright 2020 unless otherwise noted.

831.324.4742 Phone 
editor@cedarstreettimes.com

PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE
Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy. 
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents. 

Week Ending Wednesday,  October 14, 2020

Inches, as of 8 AM, 10/14/20:                    0"

Total since July 1, 2020:                       0.07"  

Rain total one  year ago to date:               0.45"
 _______________________________________________

Paid for by Jill Kleiss for PG City Council 2020   FPPC#1431421

Jill Kleiss for PG City Council
P.O. Box 115 • Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Honesty, Integrity, Respect

JillKleissPG@gmail.com          Jill Kleiss 4 PG City Council

A Vote for Jill 
is a vote for
Inclusiveness, 
Transparency, 
Accountability
We need to be good stewards 
of our land, ocean, and 
natural habitat to ensure future 
generations can enjoy the beauty 
that is Pacific Grove today.

Managing our budget is on my ‘must-do’ list. While 
the city budget has always been a point of contention, 
the economic downturn of COVID-19 adds another 
wrinkle. It is my goal to be part of the solution.

I want to help local businesses survive and thrive 
in the post COVID-19 economic environment by 
working with them to find new opportunities.

Hometown Strong, Together

Paid for by Jill Kleiss for PG City Council 2020  FPPC ID# 1431321
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Monterey County as of Oct. 08, 2020
Cases of COVID 19

Confirmed Cases 10,0887 (Change 60)
Hospitalizations (Cumulative) 624 (Change 3)
Deaths 82 (Change 1)
Recovered 8,315 (Change 59)
Contacts 28,989 (Change  148)
Figures from https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-
a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19

The City Clerk’s Office is happy to announce that in coordination with the 
Elections Office, assistance of our Public Works Director and installation by 
our Public Works Crew, a permanent ballot box was installed in the City Hall 
courtyard on the corner of 16th  Street and Laurel Avenue. The Ballot Box 
holds just under 1650 ballots. The City Clerk’s office will be working with the 
Elections Office to be sure the box is emptied accordingly. 
Make your vote count and vote early if at all possible.   Please see important 
ballot information attached.  

Elect
Luke Coletti

Pacific Grove
City Council

I am a lifelong resident of Pacific Grove and have been active 
in community affairs for many years, learning our municipal 
code, policies, and challenges. Two years ago, I helped author 
Measure M, the successful citizens’ initiative that limits short-
term vacation rentals in our residential neighborhoods.  
If elected, my priorities will include:         
• A Covid-19 recovery plan that directs City Hall to place the 
   safety and well-being of residents as first priority 

• Preserving and protecting Pacific Grove’s unique residential 
   character and natural environment

• Pursuing opportunities for much needed affordable housing 
   for our families and our seniors

• Developing a master plan for healthy business districts 

• Putting in place policies and programs that ensure fiscal 
   transparency and public access

I ask for your vote on November 3rd

www.LukeForPG.com 

PAID FOR BY COLETTI FOR COUNCIL 2020 • FPPC ID 1430830
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Community 
First

Joywelch@redshift.com
610 Dennett St. - Pacific Grove
Charming 2 bedroom 2 bath single-story 
Pacific Grove cottage. $945,500

PGHS Alum Promoted to Cannery Row 
Company Vice President of Marketing

Erik Uppman has been promot-
ed to Vice President of Marketing for 
the Cannery Row Company by Mike 
Zimmerman, President of the Cannery 
Row Company. In his role, Uppman 
will be responsible for the development 
and implementation of marketing and 
communication strategies for Cannery 
Row and the Sardine Factory Restau-
rant, including digital marketing and 
advertising.

“Erik has been a true asset to the 
Cannery Row Company marketing de-
partment since joining the company. He 
is an intelligent, experienced marketing 
professional and we are delighted to 
announce his well-deserved promotion,” 
said Zimmerman.

A Monterey Peninsula native, 
Uppman attended Pacific Grove High 
School and graduated with distinction 
from CSU Monterey Bay with a bachelor’s degree in Computer Science. 
Uppman’s career in marketing and advertising took him to Detroit and San 
Francisco where he worked as an advertising executive at agencies including 
Campbell-Ewald, J. Walter Thompson, GTB, Butler, Shine, Stern & Partners, 
and Questus. Over the years he has had the opportunity to work on national 
campaigns for brands like Chevrolet, Ford, MINI, RadioShack, Nokia, Star-
bucks, and Capital One.

In 2014, Uppman returned to the Monterey Peninsula and joined the 
Cannery Row Company as Senior Marketing Manager and was promoted 
to Director of Marketing in 2017. Erik will be replacing Diane Mandeville who 
resigned after 19+ years with the Cannery Row Company. “It has been a 
pleasure to have Diane with us at the Cannery Row Company. We appreciate 
all of her contributions over the past 19 years.” said Ted Balestreri, Chairman 
and CEO of the Cannery Row Company and co-owner of the Sardine Factory 
Restaurant in Monterey, California.
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Random Thoughts
Jane Roland

PPT PINOS GRILL From Page 1

terviewed each proposer. As a result 
of the selection process, the propos-
al submitted by La Crème Hospital-
ity, Inc. was selected as the highest 
rated proposal based on its unique 
qualifications and vision statement. 
Following selection, staff entered into 
negotiations with La Crème Hospi-
tality, Inc. Staff recommended that 
Council approve a concession lease 
agreement with La Crème Hospital-
ity, Inc. for provision of food, bever-
age and related services at the Point 
Pinos Grill located at 79 Asilomar 
Blvd at the Pacific Grove Municipal 
Golf Links. 

Key lease terms, proposed 
improvements and ongoing mainte-

nance, and operator’s qualifications 
and unique propositions can be 
found on the Cty’s website at www.
cityofpciicgrove.com.

Financial terms are based upon 
the operator’s proposal made during 
the Request for Proposal process 
with some negotiated changes. As-
suming non-COVID environment and 
based on the operator’s pro forma as 
well as past tenant’s actual annual 
sales data, staff projects the City will 
receive approximately $75,000 on 
average per year in net rent income 
from the Point Pinos Grill. The total 
revenue to the Golf Course Fund 
over the initial term of the lease is 
anticipated to be $375,000. 

City Council Actions
Actions taken by the City Council at its meeting on October 7, 2020 include:
• the Minutes of the September 16, 2020 City Council Regular Meeting.
• a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute the REAP Grant appli-

cation, supporting documents, and agreements.
• a second reading and adopted an ordinance to amend the Pacific Grove 

Municipal Code Title 23.90.
• a report on the status of the City's water reserves per the August 2020 Mon-

terey Peninsula Water Management District (MPWMD) monthly allocation 
report and monthly entitlement report.

• the Core Revenue Status Report - September 2020.
• the Mayor’s Regional Meetings report.
• the Final Governance, Transparency and Labor Relations Policy Committee 

Report
• the Transportation Agency for Monterey County September 23, 2020 Board 

Highlights
report of emergency directives/modifications and discussed circumstances 

needing emergency response.
• The City Manager to enter into an agreement with the Don Chapin Com-

pany Inc. for construction of the Pine Ave & Eardley Ave Traffic Calming & 
Pedestrian Safety Project in an amount not to exceed $214,940 plus a 15% 
contingency.

• the Economic Development Commission Minutes for August 13, 2020.
• first reading of an ordinance to approve a concession lease agreement with 

La Crème Hospitality, Inc., and authorize publication of a summary approved 
by the City Attorney.

• an update on the current Recreation Department services and the status of 
Special Events scheduled for November and December 2020.

• the Fourth Quarter Budget Report and a Preliminary Fiscal Year 19/20 Fi-
nancial.

• Local Water Project Update.
• agenda reports and supporting documents for all of these actions are on 

the  City’s website.   Details of the actions taken will also be available, upon 
completion and adoption of the meeting minutes, which will also be posted 
on the website.

The next Regular City Council Meeting is  scheduled for October 21, 2020.
Minutes are not available until they have been approved by Council vote, which 
normally takes place on the following regularly schedued meeting. During the 
COVID19 pandemic, meetings take place on a Zoom platform which is in com-
pliance with the Governor’s Executive Order N-25-20 AND N-29-20. Meeting 
instructions may be found on the Cty website at www.cityofpacificgrove.org.

Upcoming events cancelled due 
to State stay-at-home order

 Under the State of California’s current stay-at-home order, large events 
and venues with live audiences are not scheduled to be reopened. Due to these 
limitations to community-wide gatherings and the desire to keep the community 
safe from increasing the transmission of the coronavirus, all events scheduled 
for November and December have been canceled; including events hosted 
and organized by the City. 
The list of canceled events includes: 
Pacific Grove Veterans Day Ceremony
Big Sur International Half Marathon and Lighthouse 3K/5K
Pacific Grove Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony
The Holiday Parade of Lights
Stillwell’s Holiday in the Park
Arthritis Foundation Jingle Bell Run. 

Pacific Grove Public 
Library Announces 

Holds Pick Up
Beginning on Wednesday, October 21, Pacific 

Grove Public Library will be open for holds pick up 
on Mondays from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Wednes-
days from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Note that you will 
be able to choose PGPL as your pick up location 
starting on October 20.) Need help placing holds? 
Call 831-648-5760 and we will be happy to assist 
you. We look forward to seeing you again!

The Black Mountain
My mother and I were living in Tucson where we moved after my father 

died.  The year was 1948, World War II had ended and many of the young 
men had returned home. I was 16 and madly in love with the son of friends.  
He was a young man I had known a good part of my life but as he was four 
years older than I we were little more than friends. When he came back from 
the war the difference in our ages had disappeared. I fell for him like a “ton of 
bricks”..  My beau was Dick Green, he was extraordinarily handsome with a 
great sense of humor.  We determined that we would marry when I turned 17 
the next March.  However, the flame died, Dick reenlisted and soon I had set 
my sights on another eligible man.  He was in college, and when he found I was 
only 16 lost interest.  Not to be dissuaded I decided to cram my last two years 
of high school into one and entered college in September 1949. Needless to 
say by then my new love had moved on and I was at a loss for a few days. I 
was urged to rush for a sorority but  decided to defer for the moment.  I lived at 
home for the first year at The University of Arizona, but our house was about 10 

miles from campus and it made more sense for me to move into town, which 
I did and into a dorm, Maricopa Hall.  

You might wonder why I launched into a story of my early life.  As most of 
you know in this day and age there are few activities open to us.  In my situation 
not only am I in the sequestered group, but in a wheelchair.  In early March 
we thought all of this would be resolved.  I would have surgery and we would 
move out of the area probably into a retirement community.  The house was 
becoming too much for us in all respects and it needed a new roof.  I could do 
extraordinarily little physically.  Those decisions were made in the first weeks 
of March.  Then the world fell apart as it were.  So, here we are. Not knowing 
what happens next, still sequestered.  Each week I try to think of things about 
to write which may be entertaining.  Activities are pretty much limited to cooking, 
some cleaning and either reading or watching TV.  Many of us are becoming 
depressed and I really don’t buy “we are all in it together.”  However, there are 
those who have it much worse than others, our roof might leak, but we have 
bins. Most of all John and I have each other, God willing we will for a time.  

When we first moved to Tucson there were under 50,000 people.  After 
the war it had exploded.  Today it is well over a million.   Our house was in the 
country.  We left Tucson for the Monterey Peninsula in 1953. The next time I 
saw the place our little cottage was no longer in the country.  

Tucson was founded as a military fort by the Spanish when Hugo O’Connor 
authorized the construction of Presidio San Agustín del Tucson in 1775. It was 
included in the state of Sonora after Mexico gained independence from the 
Spanish Empire in 1821. In 1853, the United States acquired a 29,670 square 
miles (76,840 km2) region of present-day southern Arizona and southwestern 
New Mexico from Mexico under the Gadsden Purchase.[9] Tucson served as 
the capital of the Arizona Territory from 1867 to 1877.Tucson was Arizona’s 
largest city by population during the territorial period and early statehood, until it 
was surpassed by Phoenix by 1920. Nevertheless, population growth remained 
strong during the late 20th century. In 2017, Tucson was the first American city 
to be designated a “City of Gastronomy” by UNESCO.The Spanish name of 
the city, Tucson [tukˈson], is derived from the O’odham Cuk Ṣon, meaning “(at 
the) base of the black [hill]” , a reference to a basalt-covered hill now known as 
Sentinel Peak. Tucson is sometimes referred to as “The Old Pueblo” .

There are fascinating tidbits of history.  In January 1934, five members 
of the Dillinger gang, including John Dillinger were arrested in Tucson.  They 
were five of the top six name on the FBI’s first Public Enemy list.  There have 
been numerous movies.  Many TV series and TV movies have had at least 
one episode filmed at Old Tucson in whole or in part including the following: 
1958–1961: Wanted Dead or Alive 1959–1965: Rawhide 1962: Have Gun Will 
Travel 1963: Wagon Train 1966–1969: Death Valley Days 1966–1971: The High 
Chaparral 1966/1971–72: ... 

William H. Carr inspired and founded the Desert Museum with the support 
of his friend, Arthur Pack, a conservationist, son of Charles Lathrop Pack, and 
editor of Nature Magazine. Carr had earlier founded the Bear Mountain Trailside 
Museum in New York, which was affiliated with the American Museum of Natural 
History. There he had developed a similar approach to displays, working with 

SEE THE BLACK MOUNTAIN PAGE 5 
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The American Tin Cannery Hotel 
and Commercial Project’s Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
comment period closed on Monday, 
September 28, 2020 at 5pm. The 
required 45-day comment period 
was extended to 60 days to provide 
for additional comment opportunities. 
Over 100 comment letters were re-
ceived, including those by individuals 
who wrote more than one email or 
letter. Kimley-Horn and Associates, 
the EIR preparer, will be preparing 
responses to each of the comments 
received during the comment period 
and including these comments, 
along with any appropriate revisions 
or updates to the EIR, in a proposed 
Final EIR. The Final EIR will be 
considered by City decision makers 
along with the project permits and 
entitlements.   
The project now proceeds into the 
public hearing process. The first 
public hearing on the project will be 
review of the Architectural Permit by 
the City’s Architectural Review Board 
(ARB). This hearing is anticipated 
to occur at a special meeting of the 
ARB on Tuesday, October 20, 2020. 
The ARB will be making a recom-
mendation to the Planning Commis-
sion on the Architectural Permit. 
The project will then be scheduled 
for a public hearing before the 
Planning Commission (PC). The PC 
will consider the proposed Final EIR, 
the Architectural Permit, Use Permit, 
Tree Permit, and Coastal Develop-
ment Permit. The Planning Commis-

sion hearing is tentatively scheduled 
for Thursday, December 10, 2020.   
The Planning Commission’s deci-
sion is appealable to the City Coun-
cil, and as portions of the project 
are within the designated Coastal 
Commission appeals jurisdiction, the 
final City decision is appealable to 
the California Coastal Commission, 
at least for those portions within the 
appeals jurisdiction. 
Whether or not the Planning Com-
mission’s action on the project is 
appealed - or called up to - the City 
Council, the Council will consider the 
associated lease agreement should 
the other permits be approved. City 
Council review could be as early as 
January 2021. 
Persons interested in this project 
should periodically check the City’s 
CEQA webpage for updates on the 
EIR for the project, as well as on 
the project’s webpage for notices of 
upcoming hearings, updated project 
plans, and other project news. Those 
links are as follows: 
https://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/
living/community-development/
planning/ceqa-california-environmen-
tal-quality-act 
https://www.cityofpacificgrove.org/
living/community-development/plan-
ning/american-tin-cannery-atc-ho-
tel-and-commercial-project 
Please contact Rob Mullane, AICP at 
HR & Associates (805) 350-3282 or  
rmullane@hrandassociates.org  for 
additional information.

- City of Pacific Grove, Commu-
nity Development Department

ATC Hotel and Commercial 
Project Status and Next Stepsnative plants and animals to create a regionally focused collection.

Pack, through his foundation, had provided $200,000 to open the muse-
um and pay its operating cost, so the museum initially charged no admission. 
Although an admission charge was instituted in 1953, the museum is still sup-
ported only by admission fees, memberships, and donations, and receives no 
direct support from public taxes.

From 1953 to 1985, a local television series, Desert Trails, featured the 
museum. “It was an informal show, almost always having live animals and 
human guests, and focusing on the natural history of the desert as well as hap-
penings at the museum.” In 1991 the museum partnered to develop a national 
television series known as “Desert Speaks.” It was produced in cooperation with 
the local PBS affiliate (KUAT), and with The Nature Conservancy of Arizona. 
This television series was broadcast in 200 markets and ran for 19 seasons. 

 Actually Tucson provided a wealth of sight seeing activities.  There 
were beautiful mountains, Sabina Canyon, the desert museum, and many other 
attractions.  I lived there for twelve years.  When we left I never looked back.  
The desert is too barren for me and the weather intolorable.  Next week I will 
regail you with some of my adventures while living near the black mountain 
thus named because of the black shale in the rocks…

          
  

PTHE BLACK MOUNTAIN 
From Page 4

VISIT WWW.TRANSPARENTPG.COM 
EMAIL US AT TRANSPARENTPG@GMAIL.COM 

CALL (831) 915-9710  
TO SIGN PETITION Paid for by Citizens for a Transparent Pacific Grove

The city council’s 4-3 split vote, now allows 
a cannabis dispensary in downtown

PACIFIC GROVE RESIDENTS, 
YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU!

We need your signature on a referendum 
by 10/24 to put it to a vote of the people

HOW TO SIGN: We can come to you -or- 
Visit 211 Grand Avenue M-F 9am-3pm

“Over the past two years there 
has been a growing trend of im-
portant decisions that directly affect 
our city’s residents and businesses 
made without proper input from our 
citizens,” said Debby Beck, who 
founded the group. “Our hope is that 
the city can recognize the value that 
our residents and businesses bring 
to the deliberative process.”

Following a December 2019 
unanimous vote by the Pacific Grove 
City Council to direct staff to provide 
further data, answer a series of ques-
tions regarding the administration of 
the process and seek council from 
other local municipalities, the City 
brought the matter to the Septem-
ber 2, 2020 City Council Agenda for 
a full vote. Members of the public 
and some city council members felt 
that there had not been enough due 
diligence performed and that their 
questions had not been answered in 
the staff report. Prior to the meeting, 
rumors began circulating that a group 
with ties to cannabis dispensary fran-
chises in the Bay Area has already 
made an offer to purchase the old 
Pier One Imports building and had 
hired a high-priced lobbying firm to 
help with the process.

“We have no issue with recre-
ational or medicinal cannabis use,” 
continued Beck. “We do, however, 
have an issue with not allowing the 
public to vote on the issue, while not 
performing the proper due diligence 
in the report to the City Council. Our 
focus is to urge the city to produce a 
comprehensive report showing the 
pros and cons and let the citizens 
decide. If the citizens vote to approve 
this, great!”

The group needs to gather sig-

natures from 10% or approximately 
1100 of the city’s registered voters 
by October 29th. Due to COVID-19 
limitations on in person canvasing, 
they have a series of outdoor signa-
ture gathering events which follow the 
county and CDC’s safety guidelines. 
For more information on the refer-
endum, to learn where you can add 
your name to the list or donate to the 
cause, visit www.transparentpg.com, 
email:  transparentpg@gmail.com or 
call: (831) 915-9710

proper physical distancing on 
porches and at front doors, en-
sure that everyone answering 
or coming to the door is ap-
propriately masked to prevent 
disease spread, and it involves 
touching high contact surfaces 
such as doorbells and candy 
bowls.

“Trunk or treating” where 
children go from car to car in-
stead of door to door to receive 
treats is also not recommend-
ed, since it is difficult to avoid 
crowding and sharing food.

Allowed:
Online parties/contests 

(e.g. costume or pumpkin carv-
ing)

Car parades that comply 
with public health guidance 
for vehicle-based parades in-

cluding:
Drive by events or contests 

where individuals dress up or 
decorate their vehicles and drive 
by “judges” that are appropriate-
ly physically distanced.

Drive-thru events where 
individuals remain in their vehi-
cles and drive-thru an area with 
Halloween displays.

Drive in events where indi-
viduals can receive a treat bag 
(limited to commercially pack-
aged non-perishable treats) or 
take away items from an organiz-
er while the participants remain 
in their vehicle.

Halloween themed meals 
at outdoor restaurants (must 
comply with the state restaurant 
guidance).

PHALLOWEEN From Page 1
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Wear Masks 
in Public

Pacific Grove Police Department
Police Report

ODURI P
CHAPS

10/4/2020
• DUI alcohol • Ocean View Blvd. Moulton, katrina dob 11/05/85
 Subject arrested for dui
•  Del Monte bl Damaged city sign
• Theft of personal property Forest Ave.Unknown suspect took the victim’s 

antique glasses from business.
• False alarm (alrm) Country Club Gate Exterior secure.
• Theft of personal property Forest av Theft of a bicycle
10/5/2020
• False alarm 11th st Interior alarm. No contact at residence. Not registered.
• Fall on public prope  Arkwright Ct Fall on public property.
• Theft personal property Ocean view bl  Unknown suspect(s) took the vicitm’s 

cell phone.
10/6/2020
• Accident tc-public prop-pdo / Congress Ave, Vehicle vs deer collision.
• Crocker av Verbal argument between tenants who were previously dating
• APS cross report  Sinex av
• Grdthft:money/labor/ Pacific Grove Ln Unknown suspect(s) took the victim’s 

landscaping equipment.
• Evading po:disregard Sunset Dr. Suspect juvenile 11/25/03 Known unli-

censed driver fled from police. Crashed into a fence. No injury.
• Accident tc-private prop-injury / Asilomar Av Vehicle collided with a fence.

Juvenile booked
10/7/2020
• Vehicle theft Sunset Dr Stolen vehicle recovered
• Bat:spouse/ex sp/ Arkwright Ct Suspect Basaldu- Rojas, Jose 06/26/83 

Subject arrested for domestic violence.
• Vandalism Alder st Past tense vandalism
• pc thft:use access crd Ocean View bl Fraud
• Graffiti:prop damage Recreation Trail Pk Unknown subhect spray painted 

a word on the rec trail mural.
• Drive w/o license Congress Av Driving without a drivers license
10/8/2020
* Vehicle lacking part Sunset Dr Stored motorcycle/wrecked and non operable
• Trespassing Ocean View Bl Suspect Donnelly, Lucille 06/30/49 Subject 

refused to leave a business - cited and released
10/9/2020 
 • Found property (info) Ocean View bl A wallet was found. Owner was unable 

to be notified at current time, so item will be held for safe keeping. ***update 
owner Came in to retrieve the wallet***

• Supicious incident Evans Av 
• Accident tc-public prop-injury / Central Av Traffic injury with complaint of 

pain.
10/10/2020
• We received a TRO that needed to be served.
• Case ammo for destruction (info) Ammo was brought in for destruciton. 

Items placed in temp locker.
• Found property (info) ¥ Grand Av A subject surrendered property to the 

police station. Property owner remains outstanding. Property placed in 
temp locker.

We are excited to announce another year of partnering with the Pink 
Patch Project to raise funds for the Law Enforcement Cancer Support 
Foundation. The LECSF is a non-profit organization that provides emotional 
support and guidance to members of the law enforcement community who 
are battling cancer. 
If you would like to purchase a Pink Patch you can do so in-person or by 
mail. Patches are $10, and a payment can be made by cash or check (if 
ordering by mail, please do not send cash). Checks should be made out to: 
Pacific Grove POA and can be mailed to: Pacific Grove Police Department 
Attn: Pink Patch Project 580 Pine Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950. The pro-
ceeds go to the LECSF. 
Keep an eye out for PGPD officers sporting Pink Patches on their uniforms 
this October as we show support for those who are battling breast cancer.

PGPD Joins Pink Patch Month
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SEE SALES TAX PAGE 8

Monterey Police Department
Police Report

Burglary Arrest
On October 4, 2020 at approxi-
mately 12:57 a.m., the Monterey 
Police Department responded to an 
interrupted residential burglary in 
the 200 block of Laine Street. The 
suspects fled the scene and were 
not located.
On October 9, 2020, Monterey De-
tectives identified a suspect in the 
interrupted residential burglary. The 
suspect was identified as Jesse 
Salinas, 34, of Salinas. Detectives 
learned that Salinas was wanted for 
a recent residential burglary in the 
City of Del Rey Oaks. During the in-
vestigation, detectives discovered 
that Salinas was staying at a motel 
in the City of Campbell.
On October 9, 2020 at approximate-
ly 11:30 p.m., Monterey Detectives 

with the assistance of the Del Rey 
Oaks Police Department, and the 
Campbell Police Department con-
ducted surveillance of the motel 
Salinas was staying at. Salinas 
was observed walking through the 
parking lot and arrested.
Salinas was transported to the Mon-
terey County Jail and booked for the 
residential burglaries in Monterey 
and Del Rey Oaks, possession of a 
controlled substance, and violation 
of his Post Release Community 
Supervision.
Monterey Detectives believe other 
individuals were involved. Anyone 
with information is asked to call 
Detective Garcia at (831) 646 – 3812 
or to remain anonymous, call (831) 
646-3840.

HOURS: 
Thursdays through Sundays 

10:00 - 6:00

 
ADDRESS: 

260 Alvarado Street 
(Next to Portola Hotel and Spa) 

Monterey, CA   93940

Ventura Gallery’s featured artist 
in November, William Eatmon will 
present his Tribute Series: paintings 
that were all  representative of major 
movements in art. Many  artists  like 
Dali, created bodies of work in tribute 
to those who went before and William  
has joined them in this  tradition. 
William is personally most influenced 
by Klimt and it is evident in both his 

Art isn’t Rocket Science But William Eatmon has excelled in  both

Exhibit Opening at Ventura Gallery
figurative and abstract works. It is in 
the abstracts  that the rocket science 
comes in... you will find evidence of 
Cosmic objects such as galaxies, 
nebulae, and stars. William did not 
abandon quantum physics when he 
picked up the brush.

This Exhibit consists of 21 original 
paintings which were created for 21 
Master Artists using the same subjects 

and styles as used by the Master 
Artists.
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Crossword Puzzle
“In The Beginning - First Nations” by Peter Silzer Solution on Page 15

Peter Silzer

Enjoy this and other puzzles on FB #petespuzzles

Across
1 Bob Marley was one
6 “Study __ __ if you would define 
the future” - Confucius (2 wds)
13 Minor melee
14 Natives of Arizona
15 State with confidence
16 “__ __ with you, but then we’d 
both be wrong” T-shirt slogan
17 Native celebrity of Puget Sound 
before the Seahawks and the Mariners 
(2 wds)
20 Gate closers
21 “Mambo King” Puente
22 Texter’s “I can’t believe it!”
25 Glitter suffix (think “famous 
celebs”)
26 Eponymous alternative mag by 
Eric
27 “Ave __ gratia plena”
29 Native people of Idaho before 
Boise and Sun Valley (2 wds)
31 Intl. children’s charity org.
35 Tooth protector
36 Native people of the Midwest 
before “Dances with Wolves” (2 wds)
40 Like Navaho flocks
41 Brings to a close
42 Pampering place
45 Beatty of “Toy Story”
46 Scott of “Happy Days”
47 An unexpected blessing (2 wds)
49 Native people of North America 
before the Vikings or Columbus (2 
wds)
52 Eddie’s “Coming to America” 
costar
55 Really, really small
56 Natives of Connecticut
57 It’s more than a job to some
58 Almost falls
59 Biblical measures (1/10 of an 
ephah)

Down
1 Run towards (2 wds)
2 Birthplace of St. Francis
3 Difficult to climb
4 Gang territories
5 Urban housing units, abbr.
6 Social media site that’s for the 
birds?
7 Was obligated (2 wds)
8 Carrier to Tel Aviv
9 Part of a book
10 Important loan stat.
11 Oil can spec.
12 1-1, for example
13 Russian summer house
18 Kitchen or luncheon ending
19 Native people of Hokkaido
22 Neighbor of Provo
23 Some people may dig it
24 Native people of Ireland
26 Home of the Crimson Tide, 
briefly
27 Native people of the Isle of Man
28 Culinary palindrome
29 A bunch of badgers
30 “__ vobiscum”: God be with you
31 Japanese soup noodles
32 Parishioner’s place
33 “Seriously! __ __ you not!” (2 
wds)
34 Argument against
37 Adds spices
38 Part of J.F.K.
39 Have way too much of, briefly
42 U of Oklahoma athlete or 19th 
c. settler
43 Small horses
44 Goose genus
46 Thicket
47 Mr. T. was a part of it
48 Parisian pub potable
49 U.S. measures of length
50 Pulitzer-winning playwright 
William
51 Early record label for the Beat-
les
52 Qty.
53 Small deer

Laird  
for Senate

PRIORITIES: Economic Recovery 
Public Health • Climate Change 
Affordable Housing • Education

I’m running for State Senate because I 
want to protect and invest in the Central 
Coast, focusing especially on the areas of 
economic recovery, public health, climate 
change, housing and education.  

My recent role as a cabinet secretary in 
Governor Brown’s administration put me 
on the front lines in the fight against climate 
change and gave me the responsibility 
to run a state agency with a nearly $10 
billion budget. I understand the value of 
leadership and local relationships.

I’ve worked the last 40 years to be ready 
to serve the Central Coast as a senator. 
Together we can address our challenges. 

PLEASE JOIN ME.
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For too long, ratepayers on the Monterey Peninsula have 
endured the highest water costs in the nation. I’m prepared 
to represent the ratepayers of Pacific Grove, Pebble Beach 
and Carmel Woods as we seek more affordable solutions.  
For 15 years as a public advocate attorney at the California     
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), I fought for the ratepayers 
against investor-owned utilities like Cal Am.  
As Chief Counsel for the CPUC’s Office of Ratepayer              
Advocates, I managed ORA’s litigation in the San Clemente 
Dam case in Carmel Valley and the PG&E gas pipeline  
disaster in San Bruno among many other cases. 
 

Karen’s exemplary qualifications, concern for those on fixed  
incomes, and passion for our community makes  

her the right choice to represent us on the MPWMD Board.  
JENNY MCADAMS  

PACIFIC GROVE CITY COUNCIL

Karen brings broad experience to help make the critical decisions  
needed for our water supply solutions. We are lucky  

to have a person of her caliber, integrity, and commitment. 

  SENATOR BILL MONNING  
17TH SENATE DISTRICT 

Water Management District  
 
 

Pacific Grove / Pebble Beach / Carmel Woods

KAREN PAULL

Together, we can succeed  
where Cal Am has failed.

Karen Paull.org

D I V I S I O N  4

ELECT A QUALIFIED LEADER

Paid for by Paull for Water District Board 2020 / FPPC #1428784 

PG&E PSPS Outage Alert: Power shutoffs may be required for safety in 
your area - 48 HOUR NOTICE

Due to current weather forecasts, the Carmel Highlands south to the Big 
Sur area is currently under a Watch for a Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS). 
Below is the estimated shutoff and restoration for this event:

ESTIMATED EVENT SHUTOFF: Starting between 1800 on 10/14/20 
and 2100 on 10/14/20. We expect weather to improve beginning at 0800 on 
10/15/20. After severe weather has passed, we will inspect equipment before 
restoring power.

ESTIMATED EVENT RESTORATION: 10/16/20 by 2200.
For more information, visit the Monterey County PSPS Webpage: https://

www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/administrative-office/
office-of-emergency-services/public-safety-power-shutoff

Advisory: PG&E PSPS Outage 
Alert: Power shutoffs may be 
required for safety in your 
area - 48 HOUR NOTICE
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Bill Cohen

Reasoning 
With God

The Bible is a beautiful tapestry, 
with many threads woven through it, 
one of those threads being the proper 
understanding of death.

Many believe this life ends in 
death, and there is nothing more.  God 
tells us there are two deaths.  The first 
death marks the end of God’s attempts 
to woo us into an eternal relationship 
with Him, then comes the judgment, 
Heb 9:27, “And as it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the 
judgment:” Only those who are alive 
when Jesus returns can escape this 
first death, 1 Thes 4:15-17, “For this we 
say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not 
prevent them which are asleep. For 
the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord.”  We all have this first 
life to make up our minds about God 
and the eternal life He offers.  Those 
who choose Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior will not face the second death, 
Rom 10:9, “That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved” their belief will have 
saved them.

Why are there two deaths, and 
why do we have to believe in Jesus 
to avoid the second death?  Because 
we cannot be good enough to earn 
our way into heaven, Rom 3:23, “For 
all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God;” so, Jesus had to 
give His life on a cross to pay for our 
sins, Jn 3:16, “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life”  It is His perfect life and sacrifice 
that covers our sins.  When we accept 
Him as our Lord and Savior, we begin 
the process of changing into people 
capable of the kind of love required 
for citizenship in the kingdom of God.  
How does accepting Him as our 
Lord and Savior change us?  We are 
changed because we finally under-
stand God’s love, a love so great He 
was willing to lay down His life for us, 
Jn 15:13, “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends.”  When we think of the 
great brutality Jesus endured for our 
salvation, the beatings, and the death 
on the cross, we come to realize this 
isn’t heaven.  Our rebellion against 
His love, in the face of His sacrifice, 
shows He was willing to die to save 
us, Gal 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” which helps us under-
stand how much He loves us.  Feeling 
His agony, as He prayed to His Father, 
asking if there was some way to avoid 
what He was about to experience, 
Lk 22:42-44, “Saying, Father, if thou 
be willing, remove this cup from me: 
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be 
done. And there appeared an angel 
unto him from heaven, strengthening 
him. And being in an agony he prayed 
more earnestly: and his sweat was 
as it were great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground.” proves the pain 
He faced was real.  We can all see this 
world is filled with evil, people hating 
and harming each other, as they did 
Jesus.  There is, also plenty of good in 
this world, which allows us a glimpse 

What does God say about death?

at heaven.  Of course, there will be no 
evil in heaven, which provides a stark 
contrast to this world. 

Only God’s kind of love is fit for 
heaven.  He cannot allow people will-
ing to hate and harm each other into 
heaven; instead, it will be filled with 
loving people who willingly serve each 
other.  So, His plan allows each of us 
to decide for ourselves; are we willing 
to love the way He does?  1 Jn 4:7-
8, “Beloved, let us love one another: 
for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth 
God. He that loveth not knoweth not 
God; for God is love.”  

God is creating a family He plans 
to live with for all eternity, which means 
some of us will have to face the sec-
ond death.  God is fair; He will allow 
us to face our accuser before we are 
sentenced; spoiler alert, we will be 
looking into a mirror.  We will witness 
our own lives and the decisions we 
have made, which led us away from 
God and His love.  He gives us this 
whole life to see the truth, no matter 
how many times we have sinned in the 
past.  Eventually, we will look into the 
mirror of His truth, either in this life or 
at the judgment.  He does not want us 
wasting eternity on the fruitless selfish 
pleasures of this life unto the second 
death, Deut 30:19, “I call heaven and 
earth to record this day against you, 
that I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and cursing: therefore 
choose life, that both thou and thy seed 
may live:” and Eze 18:32, “For I have 
no pleasure in the death of him that 
dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore 
turn yourselves, and live ye.”

But what is the truth that leads us 
to His love?  The truth is that Jesus 
is the good shepherd and His Word 
is His voice, which only His sheep 
will follow, Jn 10:3-5, “To him the por-
ter openeth; and the sheep hear his 
voice: and he calleth his own sheep 
by name, and leadeth them out. And 
when he putteth forth his own sheep, 
he goeth before them, and the sheep 
follow him: for they know his voice. And 
a stranger will they not follow, but will 
flee from him: for they know not the 
voice of strangers.” and His sheep 
are those of us who willingly lay down 
our pride and choose Him as our Lord.  
This is the answer to my question 
of why I feel God’s presence when I 
read His Word, for only God could 
be the author.  And also, why I do not 
feel His presence when I read other 
religious scriptures.  Before we judge 
this answer, I must explain that I was 
not a Christian when I started reading 
scriptures.  I was a seeker reading 
them all with an honest desire to find 
the true path to God.  My search has 
led me here, to God’s Word, the only 
way to God, Jn 14:6, “Jesus saith unto 
him, I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me.”  Until we understand this 
truth, we will be lost in this hopeless 
world of lies and deceptions, which we 
can witness if we honestly evaluate 
what we see.  

Would a loving God kill a soul He 

created?  The second death is God, 
allowing us to have our own way, not 
His, the ending He has been warning 
us about for thousands of years.  We 
do not need to fear the first death, for 
it is but sleep before our eternal life if 
we have accepted Jesus as our Lord.  
However, once we understand what 
the second death is, we should indeed 
fear it, Matt 10:28, “And fear not them 
which kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the soul: but rather fear him which 
is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell” because only God can kill a soul, 
Eze 18:4, Behold, all souls are mine; 
as the soul of the father, so also the 
soul of the son is mine: the soul that 
sinneth, it shall die.” and He does not 
do it willingly, He gains no pleasure in 
our choosing the second death.  

God has given us this first life and 
has allowed us to live it any way we 
choose.  He tells us He loves us, and 
if we reason with Him, by studying His 
Word, we will learn of His great love 
and His invitation to eternity.  When 
we finally understand, we begin to 
love Him, 1 Jn 4:19, “We love him, 
because he first loved us.”  The fam-
ily God is creating will all love each 
other.  Each of us has the opportunity 
to choose to be in His family by loving 
God and obeying Him, Jn 14:15, “If ye 
love me, keep my commandments.”  
If we do not love Him, we will not be 
able to keep His commandments, Gal 
5:14, “For all the law is fulfilled in one 
word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself.” and eventually 
this truth will become evident to all who 
willingly reason with it.  Until the first 
death, we are either choosing eternal 
life with Him or this life only.  The sec-

ond death is the natural result of our 
choosing this life only.  The problem 
we humans face is that we allow our 
pride to keep us from considering the 
possibility of a Creator, which means 
we will not lower ourselves to reason 
with His Word.  We do not want to 
believe God knows what is best for 
us.  Our pride fools us into thinking 
Jesus is not really God and makes 
Him a stumbling block on the path to 
eternity, Prov 16:18-19, “Pride goeth 
before destruction, and an haughty 
spirit before a fall. Better it is to be of 
an humble spirit with the lowly, than to 
divide the spoil with the proud.” and 
Rom 9:33, “As it is written, Behold, I 
lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock 
of offence: and whosoever believeth 
on him shall not be ashamed.”

Rev 14:13 “And I heard a voice 
from heaven saying unto me, Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours; and their works do follow 
them.”  He is God, He created us and 
everything else to fit together perfectly 
if we would just follow His instructions.  
Some of us think we are smarter than 
God, so we will not read the instruc-
tions.  Walking away from His love is 
the saddest thing we can do.

Ps 23:4, “Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me.”  When we accept Jesus 
as our Lord and Savior, we can walk 
through this world, which is filled with 
evil and death, without fear, for our 
Lord and Savior has given us the hope 
of an eternity with Him.  This hope al-
lows us to live abundant, joyful lives, 
freed from fear, as we walk through this 
imperfect world filled with imperfect 
people, of whom I am foremost, Col 
1:13, “Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated 
us into the kingdom of his dear Son:”

God has placed us in unique plac-
es throughout this world.  This blog is 
about sharing His Word; please share 
it with those who you believe would be 
blessed by hearing it.  Bless you!  If 
you would like to receive the weekly 
blog, email us at bill@reasoningwith-
god.com.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
Legal Notice

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20201789

The following person is doing business as VENTANA DESIGN, 1027 
Bayview Ave., Pacific Grove, Monterey County, CA 93950, Mailing Address 
027 Bayview Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950. PRISCILLA TORRANCE, 861 W. 
Acacia St. Apt. 3, Salinas, CA 93901. This statement was filed with the Clerk 
of Monterey County on 10/06/20. Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on 09/29/20. Signed: 
Janice Gayle Turcotte. This business is conducted by an individual. Publication 
dates: 10/09, 10/16, 10/23, 10/30/20.

Write-In Candidates
It’s not too late!    The Write-In Candidates Filing period opened Sep-

tember 7, 2020 and closes October 20, 2020!   Interested persons who did 
not file a Declaration of Candidacy and fulfill their nomination requirements 
to place their name on the ballot may still run for office as a Write-In Candidate.   
Write-In Candidates may not complete a Candidate Statement of Qualifica-
tions for the voter information guide and their names do not appear on the ballot.   
There is a $25 filing fee for the nomination paper. Write-In votes will 
be counted and certified in the Statement of Votes only for qualified 
write-in candidates who file the required forms with the City Clerk. 
Please contact the City Clerk or Deputy at 831-648-3109 for an appoint-
ment to obtain a packet.
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October Recreation and Library Programs. Registration is open for all 
October PLAY-IT-SAFE Programs!

These programs are designed to offer engaging and interactive in-person 
and virtual activities focused on supporting Pacific Grove youth and 
families through physical health, education and community involvement 
while distance learning.

2021 - 2022 Special Events. Applications are being accepted for Special Events wishing to be held during the 2021-2022 Special Event Calendar 
year (July 2021 - June 2020). For information regarding Pacific Grove Special Events or to apply, visit our Special Events web page

 
Programs and activities include: Youth Exercise and Fitness, Dance 
Classes, Arts & Crafts, Preschool Storytimes, and more.
All in-person programs will follow State & County guidelines and will be 
held outdoors while accommodating a physical distance of a minimum 
of 6-feet.
 
To view the full list of programs and to register visit www.cityofpg.org/
recreation
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Pacific Grove has been my home for 
the past 20 years.    In 2001 I bought a 1926 
Craftsman Cottage and restored it to become 
a Heritage House Award winner.  

I have a degree in Health Science and, 
when needed, I work as a substitute teacher.    
For the past two years I have served on the 
Historic Resources Committee.    I completed 
the Pacific Grove Police Citizens Academy 
and participate in the alumni association.    I 
am a member of many local organizations.    

I initiated the Residential Noise Ordi-
nance and advocated to increase public 
notification of building projects from 300’ to 
the current 500’ requirement.

I am running for office because our cur-
rent leadership is not giving us an open op-
portunity to help shape our community and, 
consequently, we are left out of the decision 
making process.    

As your council member, I will bring back 
transparency, participation and accountability.    
I will practice due diligence prior to making 
decisions and will always keep your best in-
terest as my priority.    I’ll ask hard questions.  

I will serve as the voice of the people. My 
commitment? Honesty, integrity and respect 
in all that I do.    Together we will be Home-
town Strong.    I would appreciate your vote.  

Jill Kleis

Jill Kleiss
City Council
Candidate
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Wanda Sue Parrott
Homeless in Paradise

In Our Own Backyard--Part 51
What would you do if this happened to you??

www.nicksmithforcitycouncil.com
nicksmithforcitycouncil@gmail.com

Paid for by Nick Smith for City Council
2020

PO Box 831
PacificGrove, CA 93950

I am running for re-election to the City Council to 
continue the progress of the City and keep
Pacific Grove a desirable place to live, work, and visit.

I kindly ask for your vote and
thank you for all the support.

CONTINUING GOALS:
• Maintain financial sustainability
• Protect and enhance the quality of life for
 all residents
• Repair and improve City infrastructure
• Protect our environment and coastline
• Preserve our local heritage
• Promote business vitality
EXPERIENCE:
• Pacific Grove City Council, 2016-Present
• Pacific Grove Planning Commission, 2014-Present
• Former Deputy District Attorney, 2006-2013
• California attorney for 15 years, with significnt
 experience working with cities and public agencies
• J.D., UC Hastings College of the Law
• B.A., with honors, Political Science, UC Santa Barbara

As a member of the City Council, I will strive to keep 
Pacific Grove a desirable place to live, work, and visit.

• Maintained financial sustainability
• Protected and enhanced the quality of life for all 

residents
• Repaired and improved City infrastructure
• Protected our environment and coastline
• Preserved our local heritage
• Promote business vitality
EXPERIENCE:
• Pacific Grove City Council, 2016-Present
• Pacific Grove Planning Commission, 2014-Present
• Former Deputy District Attorney, Santa Barbara County
• California attorney for over 10 years, with significant 

experience working with cities and public agencies
• J.D., UC Hastings College of the Law
• B.A., with honors, Political Science, UC Santa Barbara

I kindly ask for your vote and
thank you for all the support.

www.nicksmithforcitycouncil.com 
nicksmithforcitycouncil@gmail.com

Paid for by:
Nick Smith for City Council 2016
PO Box 830
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
FPPC ID# 1385857

EXPERIENCE:EXPERIENCE:

Making a quick stop at the super-
market on Saturday afternoon, you 
dash through the sliding doors to pick 
up a sack of all-purpose flour, thinking: 
“If I hurry, the oven will be preheated 
to 400 degrees by the time I get the 
dough mixed.”

You never leave home while the 
oven, washer or dryer are running, in 
case a fire breaks out, but this is an 
exception, since you’ll only be gone 
from the house for five minutes. 

You pay and sprint toward the 
egress. 

Then you see her.
She’s an old lady, obviously home-

less, sprawled on the cement smack 
dab in front of the sliding exit doors.  
She’s facing you, head sloping over 
her breast, with eyes closed so she 
looks like she’s sleeping. Or dead. Her 
arms are limp and her hand-lettered 
cardboard sign rests against her chest. 

It shouts at you: I NEED A MIR-
ACLE.

What do you do?
To the Mayors of Monterey Pen-

insula:
This is a hypothetical debate-type 

situation to which I would appreciate 
your providing answers. Nothing 
needs to be too lengthy, but I would 
appreciate your being candid and 
just answering from the heart—no 
discourse or political argument need-
ed—no campaigning necessary.

Thanks.
Wanda

What’s the first thing you thought 
when you saw the homeless woman 

Photo courtesy of Clip Art

blocking your passage?
What did you do next?
 How could or would your city help 

deliver the miracle she needed tight 
then and there?

 Your name, city and status as a 
candidate (opposed or unopposed) 
and a few words about how long you 
have served.

About this Column: “Homeless 
in Paradise” is a free public service 
self-funded and produced by the au-
thor. During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
this column appears regularly on the 
last week of each month in the Cedar 
Street Times at www.cedarstreet-
times.com (and as periodic FLASH 
columns).

It also appears on Facebook, in 
Next Door and on private email lists. 
If interested in being added to the list, 
submit your request to the contact info 
below.)

Copyright 2020 by Wanda Sue 
Parrott

Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at 
831-899-5887, amykitchenerfdn@
hotmail.com



October 16, 2020 • CEDAR STREET Times •  Page 15

Local  Real Estate Update

Patrick Ryan

I am hard pressed to think of a 
quarter I have been wanting to see the 
numbers of besides the 3rd quarter of 
2020.  Those of us out there working 
the market everyday have seen it with 
our own eyes, but being able to look 
back and digest the numbers can real-
ly help put it into perspective.  So, let’s 
take look at what the numbers show. 

Sold List Price Sold Price DOM Price per sq ft
2019 46 $1.06 Million $1.03 Million 62 $691
2020 69 $1.30 Million $1.24 Million 36 $794
% Change 50% 22.6% 20% -42% 15%

For quick reference to the table 
above, sold means the total amount of 
single family homes that sold in 2017 
and 2018.  List price is what the home 
was listed for and sold price is what the 
home ultimately sold for.  DOM stands 
for days on market, or how long it took 

the home to sell.  Price per square foot 
is determined by dividing the final sales 
price by the square footage of the 
home, which can be useful when eval-
uating the asking price or determining 
the sales price of a home.

All the metrics in the table above 
support what we have been seeing 
on the ground.  The local residential 

real estate market has been on fire.  
Demand has been through the roof 
and supply has continued to shrink.  
Buyers are competing for the few 
homes on the market, all of which 
has put increased upward pressure 
on home prices.

The amount of homes sold in-
creased by a whopping 50% and 
both the list price and sales price 
increased by over 20% respectively 
when comparing the 3rd quarter of 
2019 with the 3rd quarter of 2020.  
Price per square foot increased by 
15%, meaning all increases were in 
the double digits.  The only decrease 
was in the days on market, which 
itself decreased by 42% with homes 

WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE
Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111
1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)

Mon-Thu 4-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 11-10pm • Sun 12-9:30pm

www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

T he Fine s t  Gour me t  P izza

Winner of the 2010 PG Restaurant of the Year Award

Must present current coupon to get 
discount. Not combinable with other offers

EXPIRES 11-16-20

selling in just over one month’s time.
When one delves deeper in the 

numbers, one comes across even 
more impressive numbers.  In the 3rd 
quarter of 2019, the highest sale was 
for $3.48 million for a home on Asi-
lomar and in all there were 3 homes 

that sold for over $1.5 million.  In the 3rd 
quarter of 2020, the highest sale was 
for $2.4 million for a home on Asilomar, 
but there were 5 homes that sold for 
over $2 million and 15 homes that sold 
for over $1.5 million.  In the 3rd quarter 
of 2019, there were 6 homes that sold 
in 1 day or less.  In the 3rd quarter of 
2020, there were 8 homes that were 
on the market for zero days before they 
sold and 26 homes total that sold in 5 
days or less.

How long this increased demand 
will last is completely unknown.  Things 
cannot go up forever and I personally 
don’t think a market going up too fast is 
healthy and sometimes it comes down 
too fast as well.  However, if you were 
thinking of selling your home, I could 
not think of a better time.

Please feel free to contact me with 
any questions.  Cheers.

Patrick.ryan@sothebyshomes.
com Broker Associate 831.238.8116 
www.pebblebeachabodes.com

Crossword Puzzle
“In The Beginning - First Nations” by Peter Silzer Puzzle on Page 8

Peter Silzer

Enjoy this and other puzzles on FB #petespuzzles

As Californians prepare to cel-
ebrate Halloween and Dia de los 
Muertos, the California Department 
of Public Health (CDPH) released  
guidance for safer Halloween and Día 
de los Muertos celebrations  during 
COVID-19.

“COVID-19 continues to pose a 
severe risk and requires all Califor-
nians to follow necessary precautions 
to keep themselves and their commu-
nities safe,” said Dr. Erica Pan, Acting 
State Public Health Officer. “As a par-
ent I know the difficulty of explaining 
the need to modify annual traditions 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and that’s why the Department of Pub-
lic Health is highlighting low-risk ways 

State Officials Release Guidance for Safer Halloween  
and Día de los Muertos Celebrations During COVID-19

families can celebrate these holidays. 
Our ability to protect lives and limit the 
spread of COVID-19 depends on all 
of us taking the virus seriously. Wear 
a face covering, maintain physical 
distance and limit mixing with people 
outside your household.”

The guidance strongly discour-
ages traditional trick-or-treating and 
encourages families to plan safer alter-
natives. Suggestions include a candy 
scavenger hunt at home, scheduling 
online activities like pumpkin carving 
and costume contests, and car-based 
tours of Halloween displays.

The guidance also covers Día 
de los Muertos, a Mexican tradition 
celebrated in the Latino community 
honoring the deceased. Día de los 

Muertos celebrations often include 
gatherings of extended family as 
well as cemetery visits. Families are 
encouraged to place traditional indoor 
altars outside so others can view them 
from a safe distance, create virtual 
altars online and keep cemetery visits 
short in duration and limited to people 

within the same household.
Families and individuals are also 

urged to be check in with their coun-
ties so they are aware of any local 
guidance that applies to both holiday 
celebrations.

For more information about what 
Californians can do to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, visit  covid19.
ca.gov.Keep

Social
Distance
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The Pacific Grove Police Department posted on Facebook that they had received 
confirmed sightings of the puma.  Carmel Police and Monterey Police have made similar 
reports.

“Please be sure to keep pets close and indoors,” suggested police.  
Anyone who comes across a mountain lion can follow the following advice from 

the U.S. Forest Service:
If you spot a mountain lion and the animal is unaware of you, alter your route so 

that you will move away from its area.
Never approach a mountain lion especially one that is feeding or with kittens.
Most mountain lions will try to avoid confrontation. Always give them a way to 

escape.  
Do not run. Remain calm. Hold your ground or back away slowly. Continue facing 

the mountain lion, and maintain eye contact.
Do all you can to appear larger; Stand upright, raise your arms, raise your walking 

stick, open your jacket.
If you have small children or pets with you, try to pick them up without turning away 

or bending over. Never bend over or crouch down, avoid looking like a four-legged prey 
animal . Again, Do not bend over to pick up a rock or stick off the ground. This action 
may trigger a pounce response in a mountain lion.

If anyone sees a puma in PG they are asked to call police at 831-648-3143 with the 
location, description and behavior.

Stay Safe in Mountain Lion Country

Making Memories

A Dead Chicken
A few weeks ago, our grandson, 

Reis, sent a message to say that if 
Avô and I wanted to go anywhere, he 
would be happy to drive us on a day 
off from his summer job.

Since the pandemic, we have 
been sheltering pretty close to our 
home. Most of the time we choose the 
closest grocery store to our house, and 
it’s pretty much the same routine day 
in and day out.

Before all of this confusion, once 
in a while we used to go shopping at 
an Asian market located  in another 
town nearby. Since Reis was asking, 
I thought, sure, we would love to go 
there again to find some of the special, 
hard-to-find things that we so enjoy. 
When I asked him if he would mind 
going there, he said that would be fine, 
and we planned the day.

The three of us took off, equipped 
with our masks and plenty of shopping 
bags on hand.

Before we went in the market I 
asked Reis if he would rather stay in 
the car while we shopped. It was fine 
with me, but he said he had never 
been in there before, so he would like 
to explore.

Halfway through the shopping, he 
came to find me me and said “Avó, you 
have to see this.” I followed him and 
he pointed to a dead chicken lying on 
ice, next to the bin of fresh fish. 

I said, “Yes, I have seen those 
before,” but he was intrigued that the 
feet were still there, and the neck, with 
the whole plucked chicken just out in 
the open. He was chuckling and then 
took a picture of the dead chicken with 
his phone. I thought he was funny!

All of a sudden, I had a vivid vi-
sion of another “dead chicken,” one 
that had spooked me so long ago but 
that I had not thought about for years 
and years. On the ride back home 
I wanted to share my story with my 

grandson and my husband, because 
it was so fresh in my mind; however, 
I kept quiet for fear of a comment or 
two that would not be favorable. I didn’t 
want to be judged. Today I decided to 
write the story.

I was still living back in the Azores, 
on my island of São Jorge, when I was 
a very young teenager. There were 
some festivities going on at the home 
of one of my aunts on this particular 
weekend. My aunt had asked my 
mother for help. Mother got ready to 
go with some of my sisters, and I was 
asked to stay home with my oldest 
sister, Aida, and do some chores. One 
of the chores was to watch the red hen 
when she went to lay her egg, because 
she had the bad habit of turning around 
to pick on the egg until she broke it. We 
needed the eggs badly, so we had to 
watch her very closely.

Since I had other things to do, I 
had a great idea. I went to the sewing 
basket and found a piece of elastic 
about 1/4” wide, and I tied it around 
her beak. I put the hen on the nest, 
closed the screen door and went about 
doing my chores. About half an hour 
later I went to check on the eggs. As 
I approached the nest, I saw the red 
hen lying on her side. The chicken was 
dead! Oh no! I felt so bad and stupid 
for accidentally killing the chicken. I 
went to tell my sister, and she said: 

“You are going to get killed.” That 
made me feel even worse, but I knew 
she was right. Mother was going to be 
upset for sure. I needed to resolve the 
situation, because I was old enough to 
know better.

I went to get the chicken and 
asked Aida to hold it for me while I cut 
the neck off to let the blood drain out.  
This was not something new to me, to 
kill a chicken; that was the answer to 
nearly every holiday where we needed 
a dinner that was a little more special.

 After we finished the task, I put 
a pot of water on the stove to boil, so 
I could scald the dead bird and pluck 
the feathers off. In the meantime, my 
mother walked in the house. I was very 
nervous to tell her the story, but to my 
surprise she didn’t even get angry. 
She said that we didn’t really need 
the chicken that day, but that we could 
make a marinade to put it into and cook 
it the next day. Those were the days 
of no refrigeration. My nervousness 
disappeared as began to realize that 
my mother was kind of proud that I had 
tried hard to solve the situation.

At the time I never could have 
predicted that I’d someday have a 
grandson who would be so amused 
by a dead chicken in a grocery store 
that he would want to take a photo of 
it using a small communication device 
in his pocket!
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Carmel Residents

Open Letter from Wanda Parrott 
to Sand City Mayor Carbone
Honorable Mayor Carbone:

I was shocked and saddened to see Steve McShane’s new TV com-
mercial tonight claiming he is the only candidate who advocated for specific 
kinds of homeless shelter in the area, for it is not entirely true. 
Several of my old Homeless in Paradise columns prove that retiring Mon-
terey County Supervisor, District 4, Jane Parker and her aide, Wendy Root 
Askew, both advocated for shelter for the homeless at least three years 
ago in which the Safe Parking program administered by Orphan Produc-
tions, Inc. (One Starfish) made possible overnight parking in the lot of the 
county offices in Marina. At least 15 vehicles occupied by homeless resi-
dents have been located in the lot which is not “a shelter” per se, but does 
qualify as legal space in which “to shelter.” 
In my humble opinion, the attempt to steal the thunder of his opponent 
casts aspersions on the integrity of Steve McShane and, unfortunately, on 
you because you appear to aid and abet him in the misleading stretch to 
grab votes. 
Truth is, two years ago, after HEAP funding became available to communi-
ties with homeless crises, Jane Parker and her worthy, hard-working aide, 
Wendy Root Askew, actively participated in brokering the partnership be-
tween the county and city of Seaside that led to the   soon-to-open shelter 
known as Casa de Noche Buena, which is on county land within the city of 
Seaside.   
Steve McShane seemed like an honorable man before I saw this sleazy 
ad. How did you happen to get pulled into it? You are a very nice woman of 
integrity, trust and honesty and I hope your image is not ruined. 
I am sending this as an email and am also posting it as an open letter to 
you on Facebook and an invitation for you to reply, because the production 
of such an untrue ad is not nice, but you are nice! 
Jane Parker and Wendy Root Askew are also nice, and deserve credit 
where it is due.  

Thank you. 
May the muse be with you. 

Wanda Sue Parrott 
Columnist, Homeless in Paradise

Opinion
Your Letters181 Schools Participate in

California Student Mock Election
Students from 181 schools cast 43,294 ballots in California’s Student 

Mock Election.
Last week, California students participating in the statewide Mock Election 

“voted” for United States President and twelve statewide measures that will be 
on the November 3, 2020, General Election ballot. The Secretary of State’s 
office provided schools with mock election ballots, voter information guides, 
and posters to promote voting.

“Our Student Mock Election is preparing young Californians across the 
state to become active voters,” Secretary of State Alex Padilla said. “Even 
though most students will not be old enough to cast a ballot this November, 
they can still gain valuable experience researching candidates and discussing 
ballot propositions with their peers and teachers. The student mock election 
is a fun, hands-on way to help young people familiarize themselves with the 
democratic process. The Secretary of State’s office has been proud to work 
with educators and elections officials across the state to prepare the next 
generation of Californians to become regular participants in our democracy.”

Mock Electin Results:
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CVB to provide free face masks as part of its responsible 
travel initiative in time for the holidays

As part of its responsible travel initiative to encourage and promote safe and responsible behavior when traveling in  Monterey County, the Monterey County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau (Monterey County CVB) is launching a face mask contest inspired by the organization’s “Grab Life by the Moments” campaign. 
The public is encouraged to  vote online  for their favorite of four destination-themed pieces of artwork from local artists now through  midnight PST  on  October 
23. Winners will be printed on reusable masks that will be available to the visitors and guests (for free) in November.

The  Arts Council for  Monterey County  (Arts4MC) led the effort by commissioning four local artists to create imagery representing unique places and 
moments found within the destination. From showcasing the region’s diverse marine animals to paying tribute to its agricultural bounty, the artwork featured as 
part of the contest include:
1. Point Pinos Lighthouse,  Pacific Grove, CA  - By  Cheryl Kampe

 
As a local artist living and working on the  Monterey Peninsula, Kampe is known for her landscapes in oil and watercolor. She often finds herself inspired by the 
beauty surrounding  Pacific Grove  and uses that inspiration to create artwork that is familiar yet encompasses abstract qualities. Kampe’s Monterey Moment is 
inspired by Point Pinos Lighthouse. As the oldest continually operating lighthouses on the West Coast, she notes the pastel painting captures a quintessential 
landscape in  Monterey County.

2. Monterey Sea Otters,  Monterey, CA  - By  Diane Grindol
A  Chicago  transplant, Grindol fell in love with the  Monterey Peninsula  in 1982 and has dedicated years photographing the region. She occupies studio 

space at ArtWorks in the American Tin Cannery building and enjoys acquainting visitors with  Monterey’s  natural beauty and abundant wildlife. Grindol’s Monterey 
Moment is inspired by a photo she snapped of a sea otter and pup cavorting behind the Monterey Bay Aquarium. To capture an otter’s playful and inquisitive 
nature in the watercolor portrait, she used a crayon resist technique and created texture using salt and rubbing alcohol.

3. Highway 1,  Big Sur, CA  - By  Beau Bernier Frank
Beau Bernier Frank  is an oil painter represented by  Big Sur, California’sPost Ranch Inn and  Australia’s  19 Karen Gallery. Frank is known for his “Off the 

Grid” collection featuring a juxtaposition  of black and white portraits with colorful landscapes, as well as his “Window” series of landscapes painted on circle 
canvases highlighting  Big Sur  and the local area.  His Monterey Moment is inspired by a routine Highway 1 drive to  Big Sur  when he worked at Nepenthe and 
Post Ranch Inn. With a deep appreciation for the beauty of the area, the scenic vista featured in the artwork can be found at a turn out just past Hurricane Point.

4. Salinas Valley Farmworkers,  Salinas, CA  - By  Jose Ortiz
Named a “Champion of the Arts” by Arts4MC in 1999, Ortiz has spent years pioneering the field of experimental studio space for visual art practitioners. He 

is the founder and director of Hijos del Sol Arts Productions, a non-profit arts organization based in  Salinas. As a lead designer and painter, Ortiz has contrib-
uted to more than 70 mural projects throughout  Monterey,  San Benito,  Santa Clara  and San José counties. His Monterey Moment is inspired by the pride his 
mother had in working as part of one of the ground lettuce crews in  Salinas.  

“We’ve been committed to preserving the tranquil beauty of this destination for years and view our responsible travel initiative as an extension of that effort,” 
said  Rob O’Keefe, president and CEO at Monterey County CVB. “By providing travelers and our community with their favorite Monterey Moment mask for free, 
we hope to equip them with a fun resource to practice responsible and respectful travel within the county and beyond this holiday season.”

Mask distribution locations include:
Monterey County CVB Visitor Information Center (Monterey)  
Big Sur Station (Big Sur)  
Carmel-by-the-Sea Visitor Information Center (Carmel-by-the Sea)  
Pacific Grove Visitor Information Center (Pacific Grove)  
Soledad Visitors & Gateway Center (Soledad)
Following the free giveaways, additional masks will be made available for purchase in partnership with  Monterey Bay Food Tours’  online store in Decem-

ber. The masks will be sold for  $10  each with 100% of the proceeds going to Arts4MC.  With a mission to improve the quality of life for everyone in  Monterey 
County  through the arts, Arts4MC provides visual and performing arts education to more than 25,000 youth, and Arts as Healing programs to approximately 
1,200 seniors, veterans and at-risk youth.  

For more information on  Monterey County’s  responsible travel initiative and to cast a vote, visit  SeeMonterey.com/monterey-moments-art-submissions.  
ABOUT  MONTEREY COUNTY  CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

The Monterey County Convention & Visitors Bureau (Monterey County CVB) is a 501c6 non-profit organization that drives tourism for  Monterey County. 
Tourism is the largest industry on the  Monterey Peninsula  and the second largest in the County. The MCCVB is a partnership of the hospitality community 
and local governments that aims to drive business growth through compelling marketing and targeted sales initiatives that maximize the benefits of tourism 
to its guests, members and the community. Travel spending in  Monterey County  was  $3.24 billion  in 2019, representing a 3.3 percent increase from 2018. 
This  $3.24 billion  in visitor spending supported 27,120 jobs, contributed  $296 million  in total taxes and generated  $153 million  local tax dollars that directly 
benefited the community. For more information, visit  www.SeeMonterey.com  and follow us on  Facebook,  Instagram  and  Twitter.  

Fishing Boat by Bob Pacelli
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Opinion
Your Letters

Letters to the Editor
Cedar Street Times welcomes letters to the editor up to 225 words. Also welcome are guest 

commentaries on timely, local topics up to 750 words. Letters and commentaries may be edited 
for grammar, spelling and content, and the editor reserves the right to refuse publication of any 
submission. All submissions must include name, address and phone number. We will not print 

White House Mixed Messages Cause Confusion for 
Travel Industry and Global Economy
Dear Editor,

President Trump’s announcement that there will be no additional COVID-relief legislation before the 
election - and the confusing messages that followed - dealt another devastating blow to the travel industry. 
Mixed messages cause confusion for the marketplace and the global economy.

Decimated by the global pandemic, the travel industry is suffering a record economic setback. Re-
building it will be the key driver in rebuilding our economy. The travel industry has always driven jobs and 
economic growth, and the effort to implement a coordinated global campaign for the recovery of the travel 
industry must begin today.

This is not a political issue. It does not advance one party over another. We must restore confidence 
in traveling and encourage responsible government policy globally. In the near-term, Congress and the 
Trump Administration must pass some form of continued financial relief to keep essential airline operations 
in place, provide needed bridge financing to keep hotels open and keep the remainder of the needed 
travel infrastructure out of foreclosure. But in return, the U.S. travel industry must coordinate, focus and 
prioritize its recovery efforts in a way it never has before.

It will take the highest level of cooperation among health experts, TSA, CBP, airports, hotels, ground 
transportation, travel agencies, cruise lines and every other travel-related entity. If losing 85-90% of   overall 
travel bookings isn’t motivating enough, I don’t know what is.

Collectively, we have the power to navigate the pre-recovery period until an effective vaccine comes 
along and travel can truly take off again.

Mike McCormick 
Co-Founder 

Travel Again

A comment about the Council
Dear Editor: 

It is election time, and I am looking forward to the day we can put the misadventures of the current PG 
City Council in our rearview mirror.  Too bad, but much of the past two years has been unfortunate due in 
large measure to how the current Council has (mis)represented us. 

The bottom line here is that we don’t need a “rubber stamp” Council. We need a Council whose 
members take time to think, listen, and to reflect the community’s voice.  Right now, most of our current 
members do not appear to do this, at least none who are running for reelection, anyway. 

Just look at the Sept. 16th  Council meeting. It was a TV parody of local government rather than the real 
thing.  On the Cannabis issue, the mayor fumbled over a simple substitute motion, while other members 
cross-fired at each other with petty demands of personal privilege, or made petulant, pro-forma “no” votes 
on administrative actions.  That meeting was a model of how adults should not represent their community.

Our Council members are in a bubble and forget who they represent. One newspaper quoted a Council 
member saying: “…the community may not be in agreement with the City Council.” Sadly, those revealing 
words are backwards.  It is the Council that is not agreeing with, or listening to, the community!

Another Council member was quoted explaining how Council decides items: “Staff has done the analysis 
[and] we have to trust that staff did their job.”  No! You do not!  You should spend your time in research, to 
check, and to ask us. Staff works hard to keep our city working, but they are not perfect. So, it is essential 
that Council is not Staff’s “rubber stamp.” “Trust that staff did their job” is a lazy abdication of oversight. 
Worse, it surrenders choice to bureaucrats and dismisses public input faster than the three-minute buzzer 
at a Council meeting. 

Sadly, because of this approach we now face a full ½ point sales tax increase to 9.25%. Ironically, 
we are asked to pay more, while Council approves the LOW bidder on a city leasehold!  Council’s choice 
delivers 50% LESS revenues than the alternative! This misses the point that “it’s the economy, stupid.” But 
another Council member shrugged off questions on this topsy-turvy, money-losing approach as: “students 
turning in term papers that weren’t very good...” Aside from being a confused non sequitur as metaphor, 
it is the acme of disengaged comment from inside the “bubble.” 

There are too many sorry actions to chronicle here. However, thoughtlessly rubber-stamping Staff pro-
posals from inside a bubble is not why we voted for Council. Yet that is just what we have had for two years. 

Mark Brice Chakwin
Colonel, US Army (Retired)

CSIRO  (Australia’s science agency)

The virus that causes COVID-19 can survive far 
longer than previously thought — remaining infec-
tious on surfaces such as bank notes, glass, phone 
screens and stainless steel for 28 days, according 
to a new study.

By comparison, the flu virus has been shown to 
survive on surfaces for 17 days.

Researchers at Australia’s science agency 
CSIRO conducted the experiments on the SARS-
COV-2 virus at 68 degrees – room temperature — 
and in the dark to remove the effect of ultraviolet 
light, as studies have shown that sunlight can kill 
the bug, Reuters reported.

“So in the real world results would likely be short-
er than what we were able to show,” Shane Riddell, 
the lead researcher in the study published Monday 
in the Virology Journal, told the news agency.

“It really reinforces the importance of washing 
hands and sanitizing where possible and certainly 
wiping down surfaces that may be in contact with 
the virus,” Riddell said about the research.

In the study, the virus was dried in an artificial 
mucus on a variety of surfaces at concentrations 
similar to samples from coronavirus patients and 
then recovering the bug over a month.

Experiments done at 68, 86 and 104 degrees 
Fahrenheit showed the virus survived longer at 
cooler temperatures, longer on smooth surfaces and 
longer on paper bank notes than on plastic ones.

The study also found that the virus stopped 
being infectious within 24 hours at 104 degrees on 
some surfaces.

The researchers said that given that proteins 
and fats in body fluids can also significantly increase 
virus survival times, the study may help explain the 
apparent persistence of the virus in cool environ-
ments.

Some experts have expressed doubt on the 
actual threat posed by surface transmission since 
the coronavirus is mostly transmitted when people 
cough, sneeze or talk.

However, there also is evidence that it can be 
spread by particles hanging in the air.

Previous lab tests have found that the virus can 
survive for two to three days on bank notes and 
glass, and up to six days on plastic and stainless 
steel, though results vary.

Professor Ron Eccles, former director of the 
Common Cold Centre at Cardiff University, criticized 
the Australian study and said the suggestion that 
the virus could survive for 28 days was causing 
“unnecessary fear in the public”.

“Viruses are spread on surfaces from mucus 
in coughs and sneezes and dirty fingers and this 
study did not use fresh human mucus as a vehicle 
to spread the virus,”  he told the BBC.

“Fresh mucus is a hostile environment for vi-
ruses as it contains lots of white cells that produce 
enzymes to destroy viruses and can also contain 
antibodies and other chemicals to neutralize virus-
es,” Eccles said.

“In my opinion infectious viruses will only persist 
for hours in mucus on surfaces rather than days,” 
he added.

COVID-19 virus can 
live for 28 days on 
various surfaces

Fischer, Hoffman Have 
The Needed Experience
Editor:

Rudy Fischer and Gary Hoffman have ex-
perience in water systems which is needed at 
this time.   Stacking the Water Board with PWN 
candidates who are new to the area or totally 
unexperienced in water engineering seems 
short-sighted to me.   Elect Hoffman and Fischer!

John Tilley
Pacific Grove

Fischer Has The Experience as Liaison
Editor:

I have known Rudy Fischer for over a decade, when he first joined us on Pacific Grove’s Golf Links 
Advisory Commission.  I went on to head that commission and he got elected to the City Council.  And 
then he was re-elected.  Throughout his eight years on the Council he was a liaison to the GLAC; letting 
us know what the City was planning and taking our ideas back to the Council and City Manager.  He was 
also liaison to the Planning Commission and the Architectural Review Board – important bodies that make 
sure projects in PG are done right.

 During five of his years on the Council he was also on the board of Monterey One Water.  Those were 
among the most productive years that agency ever had, as they straightened out their system and built 
Pure Water Monterey – which will provide our area with 35% of the water we need.  In that role he has 
spoken on behalf of our community at State Water Resources Control Board meetings in Sacramento and 
has met with our State Legislators about our water issues.  At the same time, though he didn’t have to, 
he has been going to Monterey Peninsula Water Management District board meetings for years because 
adequate water for our area is a passion for him.  He knows the issues, he listens, he thinks things through, 
he acts, and he get consensus on projects.  I hope you will join me in voting for Rudy Fischer to join the 
MPWMD and ensure our water future.

 Bruce Obbink
Pacific Grove
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