Kiosk

In This Issue

LIBRARY EVENTS
10:00am Tuesday:

LIve Zoom Preschool Stories (Ages 2-5)

3:30pm Wednesday:

Recorded Crafternoon! video (Ages 4-14)

11:00am Thursday:

Recorded Baby Rhyme video
(Ages Birth-2)

Tiny Art in Carmel
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Second Tuesday of the month
is
Music by MaryLee at 11:00am

Please visit https://www.
pacificgrovelibrary.org/calendar for
details.
•

Pacific Grove’s

Gingerbread House Display
Lobby of Spanish Bay
Opens Dec. 1
•

Through Tuesday, January 5

Small Treasures Exhibition
Carmel
Thursdays thru Mondays, 10 am to 5 pm
Appointments for gallery access can be
scheduled by calling or texting
831-250-3347
•

Thursday, December 31

at the Monterey Fairgrounds
“The Beat Goes On” Tribute Concert
6:30PM.
o Pac Rep Theater
•

December 28 to 31

County will have a Winter Closure for
many operations
in addition to designated holidays of
December 24 and 25 (Christmas Eve and
Day) as well as January 1 (New Year’s
Day).
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Merry Christmas to All Our Readers,
Contributors, Advertisers, & Friends
Honest, Elfficer, it’s an Emergency Trip

During the Stay-in-Place order,
only emergency trips are allowed. That shouldn’t include
trips to the local benefit shops
to check out the deals!
Staff Photo
Elfficer Buddy (below)
ventured out to check out
the chance of flooding along
Ocean View Blvd. during the
dire emergency warnings put
out by the NWS. No floods.
No Christmas decorations.
City Staff Photo

Upcoming seasonal events
cancelled due to State
stay-at-home order
The list of canceled events
includes:
Pacific Grove Veterans Day
Ceremony
Big Sur International Half
Marathon and Lighthouse 3K/5K
Pacific Grove Holiday Tree
Lighting Ceremony
The Holiday Parade of Lights
Stillwell’s Holiday in the Park
Arthritis Foundation Jingle Bell
Run

Inside

The Big Picture................................. 17
Carmel Valley Report................... Dark
Cartoon.............................................. 2
Commentary................................ Dark
Estate Planning............................. Dark
From the Trenches.......................... 70≠
Homeless in Paradise....................... 19
Legal Notices..................................... 9
Opinion ............................................ 7
Our Water (New!)............................ 13
People................................................ 3
Poetry................................................ 3
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Puzzle.............................................. 26
Random Thoughts............................... 4
Real Estate.......................................... 3
Reasoning with God........................... 5
Sports............................................... 13
Wildlife Spotlight............................... 2

It’s here!

The vaccination clinics have gone very smoothly the morning.of Dec. 18, 2020. There was a sense of celebration and
happiness as the first employees received their shots. Many
mentioned they “didn’t feel a thing.” Vaccination clinics for
employees will continue through the weekend and until Tuesday with the goal of vaccinating 975 employees and doctors
with the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine.
The URL below contains photos of some of the first
vaccination recipients.
https://chomp.sharefile.com/d-s93b6dd5afb934e45a90785f3f3a1396a
Frontline employees at Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital
were also given the first round of shots.
- Monica Sciuto, Assistant Director
Commuication and Marketing
Montage Health
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Joan Skillman

Skillshots

Chestnut-backed Chickadee

Poecile rufescens

Chestnut-backed Chickadees, named
after the sound they make, are small
songbirds found in woodlands along the west
coast of the United States. They grow to four inches in
length and have small, tweezer-like bills. Chickadees feed on
insects and seeds in coniferous trees, often foraging alongside
other songbirds. Chickadees are a common sight at backyard
bird feeders, where they feed on sunflower seeds, suet, and
even at hummingbird feeders. Unlike many other songbirds,
chickadees nest in the cavities of trees, lining the inside of
their nests with fur and feathers. When threatened by larger
birds, Chickadees may group together (again, alongside
other small bird species), to chase off the predator in a
behavior known as “mobbing.”
© Dan Bohrman, 2020

PACIFIC GROVE'S RAIN GAUGE

Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING
and below Holman Hwy.
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents.
Week Ending Wednesday, December 16, 2020
Inches, as of 8 AM, 12/16/20............................0.4"
Total since July 1, 2020..................................1.18"
Rain total one year ago to date..................... 6.2"
Previous Year Total--July 2019 - June 2020....22"

PG RAIN GAUGE

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
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at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.
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Peter Hensel

Poetry

2021 Community Blood Drives. The Recreation Department and
American Red Cross have partnered together to offer Community
Blood Drives at PG Community Center throughout 2021. Visit www.
redcrossblood.org to make an appointment and be a part of the lifesaving cause.

Library Holds Pick Up.

Mary Weyant, Youth Services Librarian at Pacific Grove Public Library, advises
that they are now offering Holds Pick Up on Mondays from 3:00pm-6:00pm and
Wednesdays from 10:00am-1:00pm at the 550 Central Avenue location.

Pomegranate On the
Cutting Board
A tree in our yard made a pomegranate. We didn’t ask the tree to do that,
it just did
Why? How? We don’t know. All we do know is that nature is abundant---beyond
all conceptions of what nature is or what nature does
And so we live
I placed the pomegranate on the kitchen counter, on the maple cutting board,
with the morning light streaming in
Not to cut ---no, just to look at nature’s creation
The morning light slanting in through the window kissed the rose of her cheeks
to make that pomegranate blush all the more
That morning light also stroked the yellow patches of her tough skin, reminders
of how she slept with the sun every day while still clinging to the tree and to
grow
her round perfect form
Still looking--It was then I saw the restless shadow behind the pomegranate---cast by the
morning light
streaming in through the kitchen window pane
That dark elongated shadow looked something from the spirit world, a tribal
dancer
whose head dress was part of the dark form I was seeing
“Oh,” it was saying. “You like to dance? Come dance with me and I will show
you
my special way of dancing in the dark.”
They looked like a top knot full of feathers---those shadow- cast sepals splayed
across
the cutting board--And for moment they did make me want to join that silky dance in the dark
But then my eyes shifted again to form in front, and I marveled anew
at the pomegranate’s thin neck and mouth with which she clung so tight to suck
her nourishment from the tree
I asked myself: “In this play of lights and darks, in this needy world bereft
and crying, which do I prefer---shadow or substance?
Where might I do the highest good?”
Inside I know this pomegranate has a hundred juicy purple seeds---all of which
nourishing Earth
could tap and spring to produce another pomegranate tree
I might taste those seeds one of these days, I might indeed!
They are for me, that I know. Nature is abundant. And so we live
But no, not today---a special day. No, not this morning with the light streaming
in!
Today she will not know the sharp cold steel to split her into two and make her
purple
nectar flow out, staining knife and hands
Today this pomegranate on the cutting board is pleading --“Look to pure heart’s
satisfaction
but do not think to cut”
© Peter Hensel 10/22/19 “Tailfeathers of Existence”
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Yes, Virginia
Christmas is just around the corner.
You might need to dig deep into the
drawers of your mind to think of blessings
during this dark year. You will find them.
Be grateful for your friends, for those who
have survived, that a vaccine is available.
Be grateful that the year will end and
hopefully the new one will bring and end
to the Pandemic. Be grateful that you live
in a free country where you may legally
disagree with the leaders. I am devoting
my column this week to repeating the wise
words of Frank Church so many years ago
to Virginia O”Hanlon. Enjoy and may
you have a blessed and peaceful holiday:
Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus
One day in the autumn of 1897 little Virginia O’Hanlon (1889–1971), who
lived in New York City and who was
eight years old, had an argument with
some of her schoolmates about Santa
Claus. Virginia felt sure there was a Santa
Claus but her friends said there was not.
Virginia felt greatly disturbed about it, and
that night she wrote a letter to the editor
of the The Sun, the newspaper that came
every morning to their breakfast table. She
soon had a reply.
One of the editorial writers for The Sun was Mr. Francis P.
Church, a man with a big heart and a fine
appreciation of poetry. He sat down and
wrote an answer to Virginia, and it was
printed in the paper next morning, September 21, 1897. And this answer had in
it so much sympathy and thought that it has
been printed again and again. Here it is:
VIRGINIA, your little friends are
wrong. They have been affected by
the skepticism of a skeptical age. They

Jane Roland

Random Thoughts

do not believe except they see. They
think that nothing can be which is not
comprehensible by their little minds.
All minds, VIRGINIA, whether they be
men’s or children’s, are little. In this great
universe of ours man is a mere insect, an
ant, in his intellect, as compared with the
boundless world about him, as measured
by the intelligence capable of grasping the
whole of truth and knowledge.
Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa
Claus. He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and give to your
life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how
dreary would be the world if there were
no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary as
if there were no VIRGINIAS. There would
be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no

romance, to make tolerable this existence.
We should have no enjoyment except in
sense and sight. The eternal light with
which childhood fills the world would be
extinguished.
Not believe in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe in fairies! You
might get your papa to hire men to watch
in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to
catch Santa Claus, but even if they did not
see Santa Claus coming down, what would
that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but
that is no sign that there is no Santa
Claus. The most real things in the world
are those that neither children nor men can
see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the
lawn? Of course not; but that’s no proof
that they are not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are
unseen and unseeable in the world.

You may tear apart the baby’s rattle
and see what makes the noise inside,
but there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man, nor
even the united strength of all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart.
Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance,
can push aside that curtain and view and
picture the supernal beauty and glory
beyond. Is it all real? Ah, VIRGINIA, in
all this world there is nothing else real
and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives,
and he lives forever. A thousand years
from now, VIRGINIA, nay, ten times ten
thousand years from now, he will continue
to make glad the heart of childhood.
[From The Sun, September 21, 1897]

Carmel Art Assoc. Shows Small Treasures

Good things can indeed come in small packages,
and original artwork is no exception! Through Tuesday,
January 5, Carmel Art Association offers a dazzling array
of tiny to small-size paintings, printmaking, and three-dimensional selections for your gift-giving pleasure that
will delight your gift recipients.
Nearly all 92 Artist Members are participating in the
Association’s annual SMALL TREASURES exhibition, including PAGROVIANS Christine Crozier, Anne
Downs, Douglas Downs, Alice Geller Robertson, Shirley
Holt, Wilda Northrop, Howard Perkins, Susan Reith, Stan
Robbins, Dennis Stanford, and Vern Yadon.
These artworks range from Artist Member Douglas
Downs’ bronze sculptures and Alice Geller Robertson’s
monoprints to Pamela Carroll’s “vintage toy” still life oils
on panel—that include the vintage toy with the purchase
of the painting!
NEW December hours (unless suddenly changed due
to State-wide Covid regulations) are Thursdays through
Mondays, 10 am to 5 pm. For the time being, the gallery
is closed on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
Appointments for gallery access can be scheduled
by calling or texting 831-250-3347, or try stopping by,
which might require a short wait at the Front Door.
While you are viewing all of the small treasures, don’t
miss three exhibitions being held over by popular demand:
New Directions in Abstraction featuring Noro Partido
and Robert McIntyre; Andrea Johnson’s breathtaking
panoramic Landscapes from the Pastures of Heaven;
and Fresh Produce—still lifes of fruits and vegetables
by Pamela Carroll.

Pamela Carroll
Prince Charming, oil on panel, 12x9 inches
Alice Geller Robertson
Curious (giraffe), monoprint, 6x9 inches
Jerry Van Megert
China Cove Beach, oil on canvas, 11x14 inches
Alice Geller Robertson
Hightops II, drypoint etching with chine colle,
13x15 inches
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What Does God Say About Jesus and Christmas?
The Bible is a beautiful tapestry,
with many threads woven through it, one
of those threads being the true reason for
Jesus’ birth.
Each year our families gather to celebrate Christmas with parties, food, and
gifts. Why do we gather, and what is the
true meaning of Christmas? Let’s see what
God says about it.
Jer 1:4-5, “Then the word of
the Lord came unto me, saying, Before I
formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and
before thou camest forth out of the womb
I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a
prophet unto the nations.” God formed
us, so doesn’t it make sense that He would
know who we are, His individual purpose
for each of our lives, and what we need?
He gave each of us a unique DNA, which
allows us the choice of developing into the
people He wants to live with for eternity.
And, He knows we need a savior, Rom
3:23, “For all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God;” for none of us were
born perfect.
God told us, some 1,500 years before
Jesus’ birth, that Jesus is His Son and that
God would send Jesus to save those who
put their trust in Him, Ps 2:7, 12, “I will
declare the decree: the Lord hath said
unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I
begotten thee…Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his
wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all
they that put their trust in him.” Then, God
had Daniel give us the date of Jesus’ birth,
some 500 years before it happened, Dan
9:24-25, “Seventy weeks are determined
upon thy people and upon thy holy city,
to finish the transgression, and to make
an end of sins, and to make reconciliation
for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting
righteousness, and to seal up the vision
and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.
Know therefore and understand, that from
the going forth of the commandment to
restore and to build Jerusalem unto the
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks,
and threescore and two weeks: the street
shall be built again, and the wall, even
in troublous times.” And, the wise men
used this prophecy to determine the date
they would look for the star, which would
guide them to Jesus, Numb 24:17, “I shall
see him, but not now: I shall behold him,
but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of
Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel,
and shall smite the corners of Moab, and
destroy all the children of Sheth.”
God’s prophecies are available to
all; however, only those of us willing to
humble ourselves will be able to use them
to witness their fulfillment, thus learning
to believe Him and His Word, Matt 2:1,
“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judaea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, there came wise men from the
east to Jerusalem.” The wise men believed God and were rewarded for their
belief. They traveled nearly 900 miles to
find the truth of the Messiah’s birth, even
though they found a very young Jesus,
not a newborn, Matt 2:11, “And when
they were come into the house, they saw
the young child with Mary his mother,
and fell down, and worshipped him: and
when they had opened their treasures, they
presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.” When they found
Him, they humbled themselves before
Him and celebrated His birth with great
joy. Many of us, who count ourselves as
wise, have ignored the prophecies and thus
have not learned to believe, sadly leaving
us without the faith God offers to all,
Rom 1:22-25, “Professing themselves to
be wise, they became fools, And changed
the glory of the uncorruptible God into
an image made like to corruptible man,
and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and
creeping things. Wherefore God also gave
them up to uncleanness through the lusts
of their own hearts, to dishonour their
own bodies between themselves: Who
changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more

Bill Cohen

Reasoning
With God
than the Creator, who is blessed for ever.
Amen.” When we think we are too smart
to fall for God’s simple message of love,
we make up our own laws and set up our
own images to worship, thus choosing to
ignore God and the eternity He is offering.
What images are we worshipping today?
Money because it provides the things we
can use to show we are somehow better,
power because we can use it to show we
are somehow more important, fame because others will worship us, and personal
pleasures because we feel we are entitled
to more, are a few of the many selfish indulgences we have chosen as substitutes
for our Creator.
When Jesus was ready to begin His
ministry, God made it clear to all willing
to hear, Matt 3:16-17, “And Jesus, when
he was baptized, went up straightway out
of the water: and, lo, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove, and lighting
upon him: And lo a voice from heaven,
saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased.”
God told us He is searching for His
sheep, Eze 34:11, “For thus saith the
Lord God; Behold, I, even I, will both
search my sheep, and seek them out.”
Some 600 years after Ezekiel’s prophecy,
God sent Jesus to find us, Lk 19:10, “For
the Son of man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost.” for we are all lost at
some point in our lives. Jesus told us of the
great rejoicing in heaven each time one of
us is saved, Matt 18:11-13, “For the Son of
man is come to save that which was lost.
How think ye? if a man have an hundred
sheep, and one of them be gone astray,
doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and
goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that
which is gone astray? And if so be that he
find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth
more of that sheep, than of the ninety and
nine which went not astray.” Jesus came
for those of us willing to accept Him as
our savior, those of us willing to admit
we are lost.
Before Jesus came, we were all dead
in our sins, Rom 3:23, “For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God;” Sure,
people sacrificed spotless lambs in hopes
of atoning for their sins. However, those
sacrifices were only God’s foreshadowing
Jesus’ first appearance. God never wanted
our sacrifices, He wants our hearts, He
wants us to show the same mercy He has
shown us, Hos 6:6, “For I desired mercy,
and not sacrifice; and the knowledge
of God more than burnt offerings.” and
Matt 12:7, “But if ye had known what
this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not
sacrifice, ye would not have condemned
the guiltless.” Those sacrifices were meant
to teach us sin causes great pain and suffering, especially to the innocent. Most of
us try to hide our conscious thoughts from
the pain our sins cause. The pain is still
there; we just want to ignore it because
we want to keep sinning more than we
want to stop the pain. And so, today, we
witness the increasing use of drugs to help
us mask the pain.
Jesus came to free us from our chains
of bondage and the endless cycle of our
own sins. He knows we cannot free
ourselves. Freedom from the chains of
bondage does not mean we sin no more.
It means we no longer try to hide our sins;
we no longer pretend we are already good
enough and do not need a savior. After

admitting our sins, we repent and look for
ways to prevent repeating those sins. He
calls us to progress since He knows we
cannot reach perfection on our own; it is
a process. He wants our repentance, our
hearts, not animal sacrifices, Matt 9:13,
“But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I
will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am
not come to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance.” Since none are righteous,
no not one, Rom 3:10, “As it is written,
There is none righteous, no, not one:”
He comes for any of us honest enough to
admit we are not righteous.
Our attempts to project the image
of a sinless life are futile. If we keep up
this false image, our guilt will lead us to
demonstrate our sinful nature in ever more
observable ways. If unchecked, these evil
thoughts continue to grow into self-fulfilling prophecies that escalate until one day,
our deeds are too evil and too noticeable to
hide any longer. Once caught and convicted, the guilt and remorse we have hidden
for so long emerges in waves of emotion
and relief. We no longer have to pretend.
The veil we have used to hide our guilt
has been lifted. If we reach out to God
during this time, by opening the door to
the possibility of His existence, Jesus will
enter our lives and show us His love and
mercy. He has been waiting for thousands
of years to free us from our sin. Jesus
does this because of His great love for us,
not because of anything we have done to
deserve it. However, we must invite Him
into our lives, for He never forces us to
do anything, Rev 3:20, “Behold, I stand

at the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, I will come
in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me.” Love never forces, it is humble,
kind, forgiving and full of mercy, Tit 3:4-6,
“For we ourselves also were sometimes
foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice
and envy, hateful, and hating one another.
But after that the kindness and love of
God our Saviour toward man appeared,
Not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but according to his mercy he
saved us, by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which
he shed on us abundantly through Jesus
Christ our Saviour;”
This is the gift Jesus brought us from
heaven some two thousand years ago.
The angels celebrate each time one of
us opens the door, Rev 3:20, “Behold, I
stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with me.” and it is our repentance that
demonstrates our surrender to His love, Lk
15:10, “Likewise, I say unto you, there is
joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repenteth.” This is
the joy we should experience when celebrating Christmas, and it is not Christmas
without Christ! As long as we do not
allow the Christmas celebrations to lead
us away from God’s Truth, we can meet
to celebrate Jesus’ birth, we can exchange
gifts, and we can eat and drink, as Jesus
did on His last night with His disciples.
But, we must do it all to the glory of God,
1 Cor 10:31, “Whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God.”
Dear Lord, May the joy of Jesus permeate our Christmas celebrations. Amen.
God has placed us in unique places
throughout this world. This blog is about
sharing His Word; please share it with
those who you believe would be blessed
by hearing it. Bless you! If you would
like to receive the weekly blog, email us
at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.

Rainbow Speakers & Friends

Come join us for our monthly meeting of community fun and cheer.Invite your friends!
When: Monday, December 14 at 7 p.m.
Topic: Rainbow Speakers and Friends
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86126881955...
Meeting ID: 861 2688 1955
Passcode: Rainbow
One tap mobile
+16699006833,,86126881955#,,,,,,0#,,4950533# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,86126881955#,,,,,,0#,,4950533# US (Houston)
Dial by your location
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
Meeting ID: 861 2688 1955
Passcode: 4950533
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb5c5MOQN

Library Activity Schedule

LIVE Zoom Preschool Stories with Miss Mary! Please join the fun of story
time live via Zoom! Miss Mary and Barnaby Bear will be reading stories and singing songs. Attendance continues to increase - don’t miss the Zoom Meeting fun!
All ages are welcome. However, the content will specifically be developmentally
appropriate for preschoolers.
More Zoom Story time fun - Baby Rhyme Time. Baby Rhyme Time is live! Join
Miss Mary for stories and songs that are developmentally appropriate for babies,
ages birth through 24 months.
Winter At-Home Crafting! Pacific Grove Library invites you to join the fun of
crafting! Miss Mary has organized craft kits to work on at home since it has
become too chilly to meet in the park. Pre-registration by family is required with
craft kits available for all participating family members. Participation is free!
Pick up a Crafternoon Craft Kit during our Holds Pick Up hours!
Monday, 12/14 & 12/21, 3pm-6pm
Wednesday, 12/16 & 12/23, 10am-1pm
If you are interested in joining the fun of Crafternoon, please register at https://
www.cityofpacificgrove.org/living/recreation/virtual-recreation-and-library-center
and click on Library Programs.
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Peter Silzer

Crossword Puzzle

Christmas Cardinal to Color

“A Christmas Carol”
Enjoy this and other puzzles on FB #petespuzzles or check out
www.drpetescrosswords.com
Solution on page 10
Across
1
Japanese seaport
6
Della sold her hair to buy one for
Jim in “The Gift of the Magi”
9
Hypertension, briefly (3 letters)
12 A Musketeer
13 Santa sounds
14 Apple platform
15 1st line of a traditional carol originally written in German (2 wds)
17 Thick Swedish rug
18 Cook briefly to seal in the juices
19 “With this ring __ __ wed” (2 wds)
20 Brit’s lockup
21 Male prefix
23 2nd line of the carol (2 wds)
25 “That outfit looks just right!” (2
wds)
27 “You will find __ __ wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger”
(2 wds)
28 Holy site of Islam
32 Andrea Bocelli, for example
33 Apt Dec. 25th song for Jesus?
(2 wds)
37 Capital of Yemen
38 Brazilian dance
39 American poet Sylvia
40 Donkey or lamb, for example
45 3rd line of the carol (3 wds)
50 “First __ __ see tonight” (wishing
rhyme) (2 wds)
51 Cellist Ma
52 Carne __ (Mexican dish)
54 Parts of circles
55 Cries of disgust
56 4th line of the carol (3 wds)
58 Camping gear retailer
59 Miami NBA team
60 John Denver’s “__ Song”
61 Radical campus grp. in the
1960s
62 “Son of,” in Arabic names
63 Multibillionaire Bill

Down
1
“We three kings of __ are bearing
gifts. . .”
2
Pre-entree choices
3
“We wish you __ __ Christmas”
(2 wds)
4
The fam
5
__ Spumante
6
Economics co-Nobelist Robert
Fogel
7
“I didn’t expect to see you here”
(2 wds)
8
Automated spam producer
9
One of two Japanese syllabaries
10 “Wahoo! This is my chance!” (3
wds)
11 Collection of sacred songs
12 Very, to Vivaldi
13 Onetime Ritz rival
16 Highest power?
20 Heckled an opponent
22 Tuba toots
24 Famous name in hot dogs
26 One-eighty, in slang
29 “60 Minutes” network
30 “Patriot Games” org.
31 Upper limb
33 “__ be Thy name...”
34 Critical examination
35 Place for outdoor dining
36 “Not yet on the schedule”
37 Vets, at times
41 “__ __ Me, Babe” (Bob Dylan
tune) (2 wds)
42 ‘50s sitcom “My Little __”
43 McDonald’s Golden __
44 Children make them hoping
Santa will read them
46 Compatriot of Joshua
47 Narnia’s hero
48 Cafe au __
49 AMA members
53 “If you’re naughty you’ll get __
__ of coal for Christmas!” (2 wds)
56 Sushi favorite
57 Genetic letters

IF we had cardinals in our back yard and
IF we had snow in our back yard
What color would our cardinals be?
Hint: Use colored pencils or crayons to color and
don’t press too hard
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ATC Update

Your Letters

Opinion

Let’s not have a mindless
exercise in racial politics
Editor:

Having listened to 2 to 3 hours of public comment at the last two Pacific Grove
City Council Meetings (Dec. 9 and 15), I have decided that not all citizens in Pacific
Grove think alike, nor do we all rely on the same sources of information. I am referring
to public comments made about the PG officer who is currently on disciplinary leave
due to ojectionable decals on his truck and postings on a Facebook account. I think that
political radicalism comes in many forms, from the “three percenters” to Antifa (and
Antifa in the name of Black Lives Matter).
Many young people spoke passionately during these two City Council meetings.
They feel their collective outrage is sufficient to bypass basic due process in the way
of civil rights and police force procedure. They call this officer a racist and many say
they do not feel safe in our city.
Safe in our city? Have you visited downtown Oakland, Portland, Chicago Did you
see what violent extremism did to 5th Avenue in New York?
I look forward to Councilwoman, Jenny McAdams’ proposed Equity and Diversity
Task force.
I hope it doesn’t turn into a mindless exercise in racial politics. I hope that many
of Jenny McAdam’s supporters and Facebook friends come out and vote for her in
2022. I’m not sure I will.

Joy should check her facts and
Editor should check Joy

Carol Marquart
Pacific Grove

Editor:

Review of the American Tin Cannery Hotel and Commercial Project by ARB.
The City’s Architectural Review Board conducted a public hearing on the ATC Hotel
and Commercial Project on Tuesday. Following the staff presentation and a presentation from the applicant, 21 members of the community provided comments on the
project. After hearing from the public, the Board discussed the project design and
various aspects of the project’s construction and operational phases. The Board, on
a 4-1 vote, recommended approval of the project to the Planning Commission with
several comments and suggested changes. These included:
• reducing the height and scale of the executive wing
• relocating the service entrance
• reutilize/incorporate into the design Building 2, which is the “Warehouse” building
to the west of the saw-toothed roof “Factory” building
• avoid excavation on the lower portion of the project off of Ocean View Boulevard
and Dewey Avenue
• add story balloons to depict new construction
• utilize more of the Cannery Row-themed industrial design elements in the new
construction
• retain oak and Monterey cypress trees that are in fair condition
The next step is for the applicant team to consider these recommendations and
incorporate as many of these as is feasible into a revised project design that would be
considered by the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission’s hearing on the
project is tentatively scheduled for January 14, 2021; however, addressing the ARB’s
comments in a redesign may require a later date for the Planning Commission meeting.

Fall 2021: Return to in-person
campus, enrollment extended
to Jan. 15, 2021

We enjoy your paper as we have just moved here from the bay area but have owned
here for some time. Joy's comment on our police force in last week's paper gave some
interesting stats on policemen's education and psychological testing. You should probably check out her comments before going to publication. My son is a police officer
with a force of 86 officers of which 95% of the officers have college degrees, many
with masters and they do go through some psychological testing before hiring. I'm sure
our police chief is taking this matter very seriously.
Enjoy the holiday and stay safe.
Paul E. Ratto
Pacific Grove
paulratto6@gmail.com

The County will have a Winter
Closure for many operations
from December 28 to 31.

During this time, many county offices will be closed or have limited hours
of operation. This closure or reduced
schedule is in addition to designated holidays of December 24 and 25 (Christmas
Eve and Day) as well as January 1 (New
Year’s Day).
This yearly Winter Closure was originally part of a salary and benefit savings
negotiated with county employee groups
and would normally result in a signif-

icant reduction in our carbon footprint
by closing or decreasing hours at offices
and buildings during an historically slow
business period. However, the COVID-19
pandemic and associated Stay-at-Home
orders have played a similar role this year.
The recess will not close any critical
or public safety ‘24/7’ operations.
A schedule for all county offices
during this time period is available on the
county website www.co.monterey.ca.us

‘Vaccinate All 58’ Campaign Launched

Governor Newsom Launches “Vaccinate All 58” Campaign based on Safety and
Equity as First Vaccines Arrive in California
As the first doses of the Pfizer vaccine
arrived in California, Governor Gavin
Newsom launched “Vaccinate All 58”,
California’s campaign for a safe, fair and
equitable vaccine for all 58 counties in the
state. The Governor joined Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Medical Center, one of
the first locations in the state to receive the
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, as first doses
were administered.
Across California, vaccines will be administered in phases by prioritizing groups
according to risk and level of exposure. Initial doses will go to California’s essential
health care workers and those among our
most vulnerable in long-term care settings.
“Hope is here. As our first doses of vaccine
arrive, the promise of ending the pandemic is on the horizon. By taking collective,
inclusive action across all 58 counties to
get people vaccinated, we can get through
to a healthier future for all,” said Governor
Newsom. “This is a moment for hope, and
it is also a time to remain vigilant as we
face the most intense surge yet. While we
have prepared for this surge with beds and

equipment, staffing shortages are real and
impact our medical system. There’s light
at the end of the tunnel and I am calling
on all Californians to do our part to get us
through this – wear a mask, reduce mixing,
stay home, stop the spread and save lives.
Together we will get through this.”

Photo by Walter Ryce
CSUMB begins planning for
post-lockdown college life
The California State University’s
Office of the Chancellor announced on
Dec. 9, 2020, that it anticipates a return
to primarily in-person coursework for
Fall 2021.
“While we are currently going through
a very difficult surge in the pandemic,”
said CSU Chancellor Timothy P. White,
“there is light at the end of the tunnel with
the promising progress on vaccines.”
The deadline for students to apply for
the Fall 2021 has since been extended to
Jan. 15, 2021. Students can apply through
the Cal State Apply website.
In response, CSUMB President
Eduardo M. Ochoa issued the following
statement:

“We look forward to welcoming new
and returning students to campus this fall,
which we plan to be primarily through
in-person instruction. This decision—like
our early decision to go virtual in Fall
2020 and Spring 2021—is based on science and evidence. The COVID vaccines
are highly effective, and it is anticipated
that they will be widely available by June
or July 2021. The health and safety of our
students, faculty, staff, and community
remain our highest priority. We continue to
evaluate and plan for our return to campus
and will release details as the fall semester
approaches.”
The CSU made this announcement as
soon as was feasible so that prospective
students and parents can plan ahead.

Chamber of Commerce Will Not Offer
Bus Service for AT&T Pro Am

The Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce is actively planning alternative programming and business support initiatives for the 2021 AT&T Pro Am, which will
take place without fan attendance or major transport operations in Pebble Beach from
Monday, February 8 to Sunday, February 14, 2021. For 16 years the Chamber has
transported thousands of tournament attendees from downtown Pacific Grove to the
event and back. The Chamber is exploring ways to promote Pacific Grove to locals,
players and tournament staff in lieu of traditional fan-oriented promotions. For more
information on Chamber marketing initiatives, contact the Chamber at (831) 373-3304
or visit www.pacificgrove.or
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Chemo Brings a New Normal

By Jill Kless
Now two years post cancer, I have begrudgingly accepted the new normal that
arrives in tandem with the gift of cancer survival.
In my old normal, at my 10-hours-a-day sales job, women decades younger dubbed
me the Energizer Bunny. Sure, I spent a little extra time in front of the makeup mirror
and an equal amount of time choosing the perfect outfit — the worse I felt, the better
I planned to look. It’s a psychological trick I employ: Fake it to make it.
Old Normal barely registered everyday senses like balance and smell. It took for
granted the fragrance of lavender growing outside my home and the scent of salted sea
air that greeted me each day. Old Normal gave no thought to endurance or stamina,
either. It loved bike rides flanked by the ocean and considered the ability to cascade
down a hill or effortlessly climb a flight of stairs as life entitlements, not feats to be
treasured. Every day, Old Normal would watch as I brushed and styled my long brown
hair, giving no thought to its presence. Worst of all, Old Normal would quickly glance
at those supported by wheelchairs and canes and, after a blip of sympathy shorter than
a blink, continue to be Old Normal.
Enter the diagnosis — cancer — and the life cycle of Chemo Normal. Its balance
issues required me to place a hand on a supportive shoulder. Chemo Normal’s lack of
endurance meant keeping an ever-vigilant eye for the available empty chair. Chemo
Normal balked at climbing stairs and gave an adamant “No!” when it came to riding
bicycles — that ability was gone, completely gone. Poof. The saying “Once you learn
how to ride a bike, you never forget”? Not true.
Chemo Normal’s response to “Wake up and smell the roses”: “Forget about it.”
Forget, too, the sweet-scented floral spectrum. Instead, Chemo Normal with its sense
of humor, retained for me the odor of pungent, stinky perfume but not the burning odor
of pots and pans, thus making timers mandatory cooking equipment.
On the outside, New Normal, albeit with a few changes like missing eyebrows
and a receding hairline, looks like Old Normal. If you, like me, practice the trick of
looking your best on your worst day, the compliments you receive can backfire: “You
look great” comes with the expectation that Old Normal still exists when you, on the
inside, know only New Normal — the you that has to be home in bed by 9 p.m., the you
that has barely learned to walk again because of balance issues, the you that turns on
timers so the house doesn’t burn down, the you that relies on movie subtitles because
of hearing loss from chemotherapy — all while the stranger or a friend tells you what
you want/don’t want to hear: “You look great.”
To these compliments, I smile and say “Thank you” while looking around for
that chair.
Our longing for what was the old us is akin to a child who is emotionally attached
to Mama’s skirt — a skirt imbued with magical powers, a skirt that must be captured
in a tightly clenched fist to maintain security and status quo. Once that child’s tiny
fingers capture that fabric, life’s disruptions seem surmountable. I want any remnant
of my old normal self that I can recapture, and I will do whatever it takes to get back
any piece of fabric from my old life.
Our team helps us recapture those pieces of fabric from Old Normal and supports
us in our recovery. Teams for us vary but can include a physical therapist, essential
for regaining balance and strength; an acupuncturist to help ease neuropathy or issues
with sleep or energy; an oncologist who props our psyches and our immune systems to
keep cancer at bay; and specialty doctors for any other maladies that chemo might have
brought on — related to vision or cardio or osteoporosis. Accessory items complement
the team: Fitbit trackers for sleep and exercise, herbal supple&shy;ments, and on and
on. No one but us knows about the adjustments made to accommodate New Normal.
Thanks to my physical therapist, New Normal has learned to ride again and climb
stairs and regained balance. Thanks to my acupuncturist and supplements, New Normal
can smell lavender again but still requires a cooking timer. Thanks to my oncologist,
New Normal is in touch with support services, and the
writer in me is back. Thanks to my hairdresser, New
Normal’s shorter, sassier style, grown out from Chemo
Normal’s baldness, gives me the confidence to walk tall
and stand on my own two feet — 20 minutes at a time.
New Normal still wants me in bed by 9 p.m., although
those “You look great” friends think I can stay out until
midnight.
The gifts? When I pass the wheelchairs and canes,
my eyes well up and my thoughts linger a little bit longer.
I look for doors they need opened and offer my chair to
someone who has it a little rougher than I do. As we age,
we all meet New Normal. Those of us who’ve traveled
down Cancer Road just get there a little sooner, and we
choose to accept Chemo Normal or fight it with gusto. In
this place of being old and new again, we are blessed with
the gifts of cancer — a kind and empathetic presence,
ours for a lifetime.
Reprinted with permission from JILL KLEISS
Heal, Summer 2019, Volume 7, Issue 3

City Council Actions
Actions taken by the City Council
at its continued meeting on December
16, 2020 include:
• Commander Rory Lakind with certificates of appreciation in conjunction
with his retirement.
• Meals on Wheels of the Monterey Peninsula for their work.
• The minutes of the December 2 and
9 City Council Regular and Special
Meetings.
• The City Manager to Execute Agreements with the California Department
of Tax and Fee Administration Related
to the Measure L, the New 0.50% Local
Transactions and Use Tax.
• A Resolution Authorizing Examination of Transactions (Sales) and Use
Tax Records and authorized the City
Manager to Execute an Amendment to
the Agreement with HdL Companies
to Provide Measure L Audit, Recovery,
and Reporting Services.
• Second reading and adopted an ordinance to add Chapter 2.60 to the
Pacific Grove Municipal Code relating
to electronic and paperless filing of
Fair Political Practices Commission
Campaign Disclosure Statements.
• The Core Revenue Report for November 2020.
• Minutes from the Association of Monterey Bay Governments October 14, 2020
meeting.
• A status update on the “Referendum
Against Ordinance No. 20-022 Amending the Municipal Code Chapter 11.100,
“Cannabis” to Authorize Cannabis
Sales pursuant to a Cannabis Retail
License.
• Update on the status of Special Events
scheduled for January and February
2021.
• Revised Council Policy: Council
Guidelines 000-9.
• A letter to be sent to Governor Newsom
and Secretary Ghaly of the California
Health and Human Services Agency
to support the County of Monterey’s
request for prioritization of COVID-19

vaccinations for essential farm workers.
• Report of emergency directives/modifications, ratified the Planning Commission meeting time to resume to 6:00PM
effective January 2020, extended the
Families First Coronavirus Response
Act (FFCRA) to March 31, 2021, directed the City Manager to draft and
present to Council a proposed small
business loan program to reimburse local businesses for Covid-19 related and/
or Shelter in Place Order compliance
expenses, and discussed circumstances
needing emergency response.
and held first reading of a draft ordinance to amend the Fiscal Year 20/21
Operating and Capital Improvement
Budget and directed publication of an
ordinance summary approved by the
City Attorney.
• A resolution to Repeal and Replace Resolution 20-027 to Implement Measure L
(voter-approved tax increase), held first
reading of an Ordinance to amend the
Pacific Grove Municipal Code Chapter
6.07 to implement the voter-approved
0.5% the City Transaction and Use Tax
increase, and authorized publication of
a summary of the measure as approved
by the City Attorney.
and held first reading of an ordinance
to amend the Pacific Grove Municipal
Code to Rescind the Cannabis Retain
License Process Approved by Ordinance No. 20-022, directed that publication of the ordinance be satisfied by
publication of a summary approved by
the City Attorney, and directed staff to
develop a plan for cannabis community
outreach and return to the City Council
with a strategy.
• The City Manager to apply a 30% discount to the Water Entitlement Price
Shown on the Master Fee Schedule
through December 31, 2021.
• The appointment of two City Council-designees to serve on the Cannabis
Retail License Selection Committee
until March 3, 2021.
º

WASH YOUR HANDS
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Pacific Grove Police Department

Police Report

Practice

12/14/2020
• False alarm (alrm) \ Country Club Gate. A false alarm occurred at the above location.
There was nothing suspicious and the building was secured.
• Willful cruelty to c\ Carmel av 273a(b) child endangerment Arrested: Criswell,
Charles, Edward \ Ocean View bl / 11/08/64
• Assisted in information exchange for non injury collision with minor damage.
• Public prop-tow away / \ Ocean View bl Non-injury collision: city property damaged
• Vandalism \ Sea Palm Aev Vehicle damaged
• Theft \ Egan av OJ assist/theft. Pt theft.
• Theft \ Crest av Pt theft
• Bench warrant:fta:mi \ lLighthouse av Dispatched to noise disturbance, subject was
determined to have 4 outstanding warrants and arrested.
• Found property (info) \ Jewell Ave on the above date a wallet was found in the above
area and turned into the PD..an attempt was made to contact the owner. Wallet returned to owner on 12/16.
12/15/2020
• Lost property (info) \ Lighthouse Av On the above date RP reported she lost personal
property in the above area. RP later called back to say she had located the item.
• 261(a)(2) pc rape by force/fear/e \ Mermaid av subject reported sexual assault
• Theft \ Forest Ave
12/16/2020
12/18/2020
• Barking dog \ Monterey av
• Lost property (info) \ ocean view bl A subject called to report that personal property
had been lost in the area listed above. Nfi. 484 pc theft \ Pacific Grove ln report of
stolen bicycle
• loiter/etc private p \ 12th st
• Suspect kramer, arundel subject arrested for prowling 10/31/01 Kramer, Arundel,

Distancing

Distribution of personal information related to juveniles, victims of domestic violence
and\or victims of sexual assault is unlawful. If such information is included in this
report do not disclose or publish. Return this report to the records section of the
agency listed above.

Jill Kleiss says that it’s lonely on her block, with no short-term renters or
children. But the lights are warming and cozy. Photo by Jill Kleiss,

Social

12/19/2020
• Trespass admonish \ Lighthouse av Subject admonished for trespassing at a business
• Willful cruelty to c \ Lighthouse av
CPS cross report.
• Rape:vict incpbl of \ Junipero Ave
Investigation of a report of a past tense rape and child molestation
• Disord conduct:alcoh \ Congress av Subject arrested for public intoxication
• Found property (info) \ Forest Ave On the above date and time officer was dispatched to a report of found property to the above location. Property owner remains
outstanding. Property was booked into10th locker.
• Aguilar, Janet, Michelle 06/13/66
5150 wi mental health hold \ 17th st Subject placed on mental health hold

Salinas man sentenced to
prison for fatal DUI collision

Jose Saul Flores Orellana, 19CR007380
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine M. Pacioni announced today that
Jose Saul Flores Orellana, age 23, a resident of Salinas, has been sentenced to prison
for gross vehicular manslaughter with intoxication.
On July 4, 2019, at 2:44 p.m., Orellana was driving his Honda Accord at a high
rate of speed on Arroyo Seco Road around Clark Road, when he lost control of the
Honda he was driving. The vehicle careened off the road, overturned, and landed in
a drainage ditch by the road. Orellana’s passenger, Jose Antonio Escobar, died due to
major blunt force trauma from the collision.
When California Highway Patrol officers contacted Orellana, they noticed that
he smelled of alcohol. Upon inquiry, Orellana admitted to drinking a couple of beers
earlier that day. A DUI investigation was conducted, and Orellana failed a series of
Field Sobriety Tests, which are tests made to aid police officers in determining whether
a person is under the influence of alcohol. An evidentiary breath test later revealed that
Orellana had a blood alcohol content of .13%. In California, anyone who drives with
a blood alcohol level of .08%, or above, is assumed to be driving under the influence
of alcohol.
Today, the Honorable Rafael Vasquez sentenced Orellana to serve 6 years in the
California Department of Corrections for causing Escobar’s death.
This case was investigated by California Highway Patrol Officer David Reichard
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How I Feel After Receiving the
Covid Vaccine plus One Issue
CHOMP staff lines up for vaccine
to Consider
Frontliners in Line

It’s more than a sore shoulder
Bo Stapler, MD

Staff and medical care personnel at Community Hospital of the Monterey
Peninsula received the Pfizer vaccine last week. The shots were also administered at Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital. A second dose is necessary
to ensure efficacy. CHOMP photo

KSBW-TV reports the U.S. Food and Drug Administration on Friday night authorized a second coronavirus vaccine for emergency use as COVID-19 hospitalizations,
cases and deaths are piling up in unprecedented ways.
The FDA had signaled it would issue the authorization quickly for Moderna’s
vaccine candidate, after the agency’s vaccine advisers voted Thursday to recommend
approval.
In the U.S., average daily cases, total hospitalizations and average daily deaths
are still rising to levels not previously seen, as hospital staff around the country warn
they’re running out of space and energy to provide sufficient care:
Meanwhile, the country’s average number of daily cases across a week was 216,674
on Thursday — a record high, Johns Hopkins University data show. That’s more than
three times what the daily case average was during a summer peak in July.
More than 1.51 million new coronavirus cases were reported in the U.S. this past
week — the most ever for one week, according to JHU. That means new infections
were reported in roughly 1 in 216 people in the U.S. this week alone.
Experts report that there is not a lot of difference between the Pfizer vaccine and
the new Moderna one. There would really be no difference between the two and you
won’t have a choice when it trickles down to the average citizen anyway.

What Differences Are There Between
the Two Appoved Vaccines?

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration on Friday night authorized a second
coronavirus vaccine for emergency use as COVID-19 hospitalizations, cases and deaths
are piling up in unprecedented ways. A search on the Internet turned up the following
differences between the two.

Target population

The Pfizer emergency use authorization is for people aged 16 and older. Moderna’s
is for people 18 and older, though the company has recently begun testing its vaccine
in 12- to 17-year-olds.

Vaccine efficacy

Both vaccines have shown astonishing — and essentially equivalent — degrees
of efficacy, at least in the early stages after vaccination. How they stack up over the
long term remains to be seen.
The Pfizer vaccine showed efficacy of 95% at preventing symptomatic Covid
infection, measured starting from seven days after the second dose was administered.
The vaccine appeared to be more or less equally protective across age groups and racial
and ethnic groups.
The Moderna vaccine was 94.1% effective at preventing symptomatic Covid-19,
measured starting from 14 days after the second dose. The vaccine’s efficacy appeared
to be slightly lower in people 65 and older, but during a presentation to the Food and
Drug Administration’s advisory committee the company explained that the numbers
could have been influenced by the fact there were few cases in that age group in the trial.
The vaccine appeared to be equally effective across different ethnic and racial groups.
Both vaccines seemed to reduce the risk of severe Covid disease. It’s not yet
known if either prevents asymptomatic infection with the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Nor is
it known if vaccinated people can transmit the virus if they do become infected but
don’t show symptoms.
Both the Moderna and the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccines require two shots: a
priming dose, followed by a booster shot. The interval between Moderna doses is
28 days; for the Pfizer vaccine, it’s 21 days.
Each dose of Pfizer’s contains 30 micrograms of vaccine. Moderna went with a
much larger dose of vaccine, 100 micrograms. It means it is using a little more than three
times as much vaccine per person as Pfizer is. And yet, they aren’t getting better results.
Both the Moderna and the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccines require two shots: a priming
dose, followed by a booster shot. The interval between Moderna doses is 28 days; for
the Pfizer vaccine, it’s 21 days.
Each dose of Pfizer’s contains 30 micrograms of vaccine. Moderna went with a
much larger dose of vaccine, 100 micrograms. It means it is using a little more than three
times as much vaccine per person as Pfizer is. And yet, they aren’t getting better results.

I can’t believe the day came this soon. This is not hyperbole: It was a joyful experience to receive this vaccine. There was a buzz and excitement at the hospital. Camera
crews descended. Local media reporters interviewed hospital administrators and providers. Even the governor showed up. Why? Because.
As I waited in line with my colleagues, we shared a feeling that didn’t need to be
verbalized, though it often was — the mutual understanding that it was an absolute privilege to receive this vaccine. I can’t express enough how thankful I am for the scientists
who developed this, the patients who participated in the clinical trials, the suppliers, the
distributors, the administrators, the organizers, the nurses, even the lab mice, even the
leaders in our government who made this possible.
Two days later I feel great. No symptoms. My sore shoulder is back to normal.
Here’s the thing to consider, though. Not everyone is going to have just a sore shoulder.
The latest reports estimate 100 million people could be vaccinated in the U.S. by
March. That’s over 2,300 times more than the 43,448 individuals who received injections in the most recently published Pfizer vaccine trial. The sheer number who will be
receiving the vaccine in such a short time frame creates significantly more occasions
for symptoms and potential side effects to occur.
Over 328 million people live in the United States. Among us, over 4,000 people
suffer from a stroke or a heart attack each day. Despite the hope that comes along with
the vaccine for Covid-19, other medical conditions won’t be taking the day off. With
such large numbers becoming vaccinated, by happenstance we are bound to see individuals suffering from adverse events in close proximity to when they receive the vaccine.
You’ll see it on social media; you’ll see it on the news: Someone received the vaccine
in the morning and later that night he had a heart attack. Another vaccine recipient woke
up with a stroke. People may hear such stories and mistakenly conclude that association
equals causation. They will infer that the vaccine is causing some of these problems
when they might be unrelated.
That’s not to say adverse events shouldn’t be documented. They should. The U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) developed a website designed for use
on smartphones called “v-safe” that allows people to report symptoms after vaccination.
I registered on v-safe shortly after receiving my immunization.
By compiling the data, the CDC will be able to assess whether or not certain symptoms among vaccine recipients are occurring at a rate higher than the general population.
This would prompt the CDC’s medical experts to investigate the issue further and could
lead to early identification of any previously unrecognized adverse effects of the vaccine.
So, please, if you received the vaccine, register on v-safe. If you have an adverse
event, talk to your medical provider and make sure it’s reported. Be thoughtful about the
information you share. This vaccine won’t reach its full potential if we spread unfounded
fear, but with a little bit of truthful positivity, this could be really good.

WASH YOUR HANDS

Peter Silzer

Crossword Puzzle

Enjoy this and other puzzles on FB #petespuzzles or check out
www.drpetescrosswords.com Puzzle on Page 6
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For Some, Pandemic Means
Permanent Damage to Economy:
For Others it Means a New
Opportunity
By Rod Robertson
While news of vaccines on the
horizon signal hope, some analysts think
a sizable chunk of the U.S. economy
has been damaged permanently by
COVID-19, with more layoffs and business closures still to come in 2021.
But to others, the future of a “new
economy” in the post-COVID world is
bright, opening doors for entrepreneurs,
working professionals and small-to-medium business owners, says Rod Robertson, Managing Partner of Briggs Capital
(www.briggscapital.com), international
entrepreneur, and author of Winning
at Entrepreneurship: Insider’s Tips on
Buying, Building, and Selling Your Own
Business.
“While about 40 percent of the
American economy has been turned
into debris, the playing field has been
cleared, and the whole business environment has gone through a reset,” Robertson says.
“At the same time, people who
upgrade their skill-sets and broaden
their thinking won’t be left behind. So
instead of people saying, ‘How lost I
am, how crushed I am, woe is me,’ this
is an exciting time, especially for young
people, who don’t have to wait 10, 20 or
30 years for their turn to be a business
leader. They can make a generational
jump by stepping up and embracing
technology, and by understanding in the
rubble and chaos what kernels of business are sprouting up.”
Robertson says these points are
worth considering when planning for
success in a changing U.S. economy:
Don’t buy the theory that COVID
will destroy entrepreneurship. “It’s a
great time to invest in or buy a business
because the playing field has been reset,”
Robertson says. “There is going to be a
whole new generation of fortunes made
in the next three to five years. These are
small businesses, companies that are
nimble and can shift easily.”
Investment in tech is trending.
Robertson notes that over $50B has been

spent by private equity on tech deals in
2020. “This fact dwarfs the issues that
have swamped legacy or regular businesses that have seen a huge retraction
in investments,” Robertson says. “The
pivot to tech has accelerated, and beware
those firms that cling to their old ways of
doing business.”
Make the necessary cuts and stay
streamlined. “Seismic shifts are coming in 2021 as companies prepare for
the new world economy,” Robertson
says. “Some businesses must make
drastic cuts and changes in directions.
Pivot quickly and don’t be among the
last firms to embrace change; it could
be your demise. It is more important
than ever to streamline operations and
create an implicit trust with employees
to ensure your business thrives in the
post-pandemic world.”
Remote workers can’t afford to
coast. A report on remote work productivity during the pandemic found that
global productivity among employees
working from home due to COVID-19
has dropped. “U.S. employees are leading the pack both in terms of the amount
still working remotely, and productivity
declines,” Robertson says. “Salespeople
without direct supervision aren’t producing like they used to. Remote workers
who are coasting need to get in tune with
their organizations to keep their jobs.”
Going solo isn’t a bad thing for
boomers. Robertson says older workers
who may get displaced can make the
most of opportunities to fly solo. “The
people over 50 and 60 are not grasping
technology,” Robertson says, “and a
lot of them are going to be pushed off
the playing field. How do they switch
to being an independent contractor, and
stretch out their working years to 70-72?
It’s time to reinvent and reinvigorate
themselves.”
“Businesses and their best workers must shift with the times or invite
extinction,” Robertson says. “The good
news is, the reset opens great new
opportunities, and people can take the
blessing coming from all this chaos and
turn it into business success.”
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Fish & Wildlife Agrees
Monarchs Threatened with
Extinction but Does Not Yet
Give Protection

Photo by Jack Beales
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
announced that listing the monarch
butterfly under the Endangered Species
Act is warranted, but precluded by other
priorities. The monarch was proposed
for listing in 2014 through a petition
submitted by the Xerces Society and our
conservation partners, including Center
for Biological Diversity, Center for Food
Safety, and the late Dr. Lincoln Brower.
“The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service agrees that monarchs are threatened
with extinction” said Sarina Jepsen,
Director of Endangered Species at the
Xerces Society. “However, this decision
does not yet provide the protection that
monarchs, and especially the western
population, so desperately need to
recover.”
During the spring and summer,
the monarch reaches towns, cities
and rural areas across the Lower 48,
making it probably the country’s most
widely recognized butterfly. However,
the sightings are not as common as
they once were. The eastern migratory
population has declined by over 70%
since the early 1990s, when monitoring
began. Meanwhile, we may be witnessing the collapse of the western migratory
population, which has declined by over
99.9% since the 1980s.
With over 95% of the data from
the Xerces Society’s Western Monarch
Thanksgiving Count in from volunteers
this year, the western population has hit
an unprecedented low, with a projected
final count of less than 2,000 monarchs.
This is a significant decline from the record low numbers of the last two years,
where the total monarch population
hovered just under 30,000 monarchs—
and far below the millions of monarchs
that clustered in coastal California in the
1980s.
The monarch faces many threats
including the loss of milkweed and other
flowering plants across its range, degradation and loss of overwintering groves
in both coastal California and Mexico,
and the widespread use of pesticides in
the environment. Many of these stressors
are exacerbated by the effects of climate

change.
While we are glad that the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service has recognized that protecting monarchs under the
ESA is warranted, this butterfly—and
especially the western population—cannot wait for protection. The monarch
butterfly should be granted protection as
soon as possible.
The Xerces Society will continue
to work hand-in-hand with farmers and
ranchers to find practical solutions to
restore and manage pollinator habitat on
working landscapes. We also work with
managers of roadsides, energy infrastructure, forests and grasslands, as well
as community scientists and enthusiasts,
other nonprofits and researchers to magnify each individual’s efforts.
USFWS announcement: https://
www.fws.gov/savethemonarch/SSA.
html
For more information about monarch conservation, visit https://xerces.
org/monarchs
Read the original petition: https://
xerces.org/publications/policy-statements/petition-for-esa-protection-monarchs
About the Xerces Society
The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation is a nonprofit organization that protects the natural world
by conserving invertebrates and their
habitat. Established in 1971, the Society
is a trusted source for science-based information and advice and plays a leading
role in protecting pollinators and many
other invertebrates. Our team draws together experts from the fields of habitat
restoration, entomology, plant ecology,
education, pesticides, farming and conservation biology with a single passion:
Protecting the life that sustains us.
To learn more, visit xerces.org or
follow us @xercessociety on Twitter,
Facebook or Instagram.
Matthew Shepherd
Director of Communications &
Outreach
Xerces Society
he/him/his
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MANDO’S

We’ve missed you, PG!
Hoping to see you soon!
Take-out coming soon
162 Fountain Ave
Pacific Grove
Scott Dick, Monterey
County Association
of Realtors
Market Matters

Low rates, flexibility to work from home drive
California home-buying interest to levels not seen
since the last decade
Defying an otherwise struggling economy, California
home sales remained red hot in November, breaking the
500,000 sales benchmark for the first time since January
2009 and reaching the highest level in 15 years. Closed
escrow sales of existing, single-family detached homes
in California totaled a seasonally adjusted annualized rate
of 508,820 units in November. The statewide annualized
sales figure represents what would be the total number
of homes sold during 2020 if sales maintained the November pace throughout the year. It is adjusted to account
for seasonal factors that typically influence home sales.
November sales rose 5.0 percent from 484,510 in
October and were up 26.3 percent from a year ago, when
402,880 homes were sold on an annualized basis. The
year-over-year, double-digit sales gain was the fourth
consecutive and the largest yearly gain since May 2009.
“Home-buying interest is at levels that we have not
seen for years, setting the stage for a stronger-than-expected comeback that fully recovered all the sales that the
market lost in the first half of the year due to the pandemic,” said 2021 C.A.R. President Dave Walsh.
After breaking the $700,000 benchmark for the past
three months, California’s median home price dipped
1.7 percent on a month-to-month basis to $$699,000 in
November, down from October’s $711,300.
Home prices, however, continued to gain on a yearover-year basis with the statewide median price surging
18.5 percent from $589,770 recorded last November.
The double-digit increase from last year was the
fourth in a row and the highest 12-month gain since February 2014. The gain was also higher than the six-month
average of 9.7 percent observed between May 2020 and
October 2020.
“California’s housing market continues to be the
bright spot in the economy, but the direction and pace of
the recovery will hinge on the coronavirus pandemic and
the distribution of the vaccine in the coming months,”
said C.A.R. Senior Vice President and Chief Economist
Leslie Appleton-Young.
Meanwhile, low interest rates continue to fuel the
optimism for homebuying; just over one-fourth (27 percent) of the consumers believed that now is a good time
to buy a home, up from 2019, when 24 percent said it was
a good time to buy a home.
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Karen Paull

Monterey Peninsula Water Management
District Director, Division 4

Our Water

Now Is The Time. A Near-Term Addition to Our Water Supply Is Within Reach.
The obstacles are political. They are surmountable.
A Big Post-Election Thank You
I was sworn in as a member of the MPWMD Board on December 14 and attended
my first meeting as a Board member that day. I want to thank the voters in Division
4 who elected me, those who put signs in their yards and encouraged others to vote
for me, the enthusiastic campaign volunteers, and members of the community who
helped to educate me on the history and politics of this community. I thank the elected
officials and community leaders who endorsed me, believing I would do a good job of
representing the community on the Water Management District Board. I will do my
best to live up to your expectations.
The New MPWMD Board
The new Board is great. We have six members who all want to do what is best for
the community and will work together well. The Board chose Alvin Edwards (Division
1 Director) to be Chair next year. He has done a great job as Chair this year. I will be
Vice Chair this year, and Chair next year.
The Division 3 seat is vacant because the Division 3 Director, Molly Evans, resigned
on December 15. The Board will decide in late January whether to fill that vacancy by
appointment or by special election.
The Board requests that individuals interested in representing Division 3 submit letters of interest and statements of qualifications to the Water Management
District office by 5 pm on Wednesday, January 20, 2021. Submit letters by mail
or email as shown below.
Email: sara@mpwmd.net
Mail:   P O Box 85, Monterey, CA 93942
Now Is the Time To End the Impasse on Meeting Our Water Supply Needs
I know that people who care deeply about this community are extremely frustrated
by the years-long water supply impasse. We want an additional water supply that is
affordable and environmentally responsible. It is worth noting that since its creation
in 1978, the MPWMD has developed several new water supply resources. Most
recently, in partnership with Monterey One Water (M1W), it created the Pure Water
Monterey recycling project, which will provide 3500 acre-feet of new water by next
year – a significant addition to our supply portfolio. Pure Water Monterey will enable
us, finally, to comply with legal limits to the water that may be taken from the Carmel
River. This is a significant achievement. We tend to overlook it, though, perhaps
because we know we still need more.
We need an additional supply of new water for growth, and we have been caught
in a battle over how to meet that need.
The Current Impasse in a Nutshell
Cal Am says its proposed desal plant in Marina is the only feasible long-term solution. Many Monterey Peninsula residents are opposed to that project, and it is unlikely
that Cal Am can get a Coastal Development Permit for it. Fortunately, there is a good
alternative: Expansion of Pure Water Monterey could provide another 2250 acre-feet
within two years of approval, at far lower cost and with no environmental harm. But
Cal-Am is holding that solution hostage by persuading its allies on the M1W Board
not to certify the Environmental Impact Report for the Expansion. As a result, both
projects are on hold.
Why Now Is the Time To End the Impasse
The causes of this impasse are political and so are the solutions. Right now, there is
a window of opportunity, a possibility of breaking through the impasse. Consider this:
Public support for public water is stronger than ever within the District. Amy
Anderson, the newly elected Director of Division 5 (Carmel and Carmel Valley) and
I ran as supporters of Measure J and of public water. We both won by bigger margins
than the majority for Measure J in 2018. The public wants affordable water and environmental responsibility.
We now have a Water Management District Board attuned
to the needs of its constituents.
We have a capable, well-run Water Management District. It has an outstanding

Practice

Social

Distancing

General Manager in Dave Stoldt, a well-qualified and diligent staff, and a highly
experienced, dedicated General Counsel in Dave Laredo. These people are ethical,
hard-working, and committed to the public interest. The District is capable of meeting
the challenges ahead.
It has become clear that Cal Am’s proposed desal plant in Marina is not feasible,
for many reasons. The obstacles are numerous, and some of them, like the lack of
groundwater rights, are probably insurmountable. That leaves Pure Water Expansion
as the only near-term solution.
The District’s analysis indicates that the Expansion can provide enough new water
to meet our growth needs for more than two decades. Though more may be needed
eventually, Pure Water Expansion would give us time to plan for future needs.
The Water Management District and the Public It Serves Are
a Powerful Combination
The public needs and deserves a Water Management District that serves the community. I think the District will try very hard to do that. It will need your support.
Please stay informed and stay engaged.

Junior Naturalists to enjoy ‘digital
campfire,’ explore the world of fungi
through PG Museum to You

Even though the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History was forced to close
once again following a surge in confirmed COVID-19 cases in Monterey County,
the fun and learning continues!
The popular downtown museum launched its innovative Museum to You digital
programming on March 28. It proved to be a resourceful digital solution to help
entertain and enlighten the community during the pandemic. The program set out
to provide an interactive museum experience with virtual programs such as “Bug
Out With Bree!” “Create With Us,” “Exploring the Coast With Hannah” and other
interactive programming hosted by museum staff and educators. The program links
can be accessed here.
Here’s what’s coming up next:
Saturday, Jan. 9
Junior Naturalist Club: Digital Campfire — Stay in your PJs, put on some fuzzy socks,
and build your best pillow fort for our coziest “excursion” yet! Join us virtually
as Museum staff share campfire stories. We will play games, sing campfire songs,
and show off our indoor forts. For Junior Naturalist members only, orjoin the club.
Thursday, Jan. 14
Create With Us: Seed Bombs, 11 a.m.-noon — Learn step-by-step how to make a
seed bomb of native plant species for your garden.
Saturday, Jan. 30
Science Saturday: Amazing Migrations, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. — Join us as we investigate
the world of long-distance animal travels. Whales, birds, insects, and more will
be the focus of our deeper look at these natural phenomena. Learn about the many
amazing migratory birds that visit Monterey County every year, and celebrate
another birthday (No. 38) for Sandy the Whale, the amazing 40-foot sculpture
outside the museum!
Saturday, Feb. 13
Junior Naturalist Club: Mushroom Walk, 10 a.m.-noon — Join us as California
Naturalist Joseph Narvaez guides us on a mushroom walk and reveals the hidden
world of local fungi. Come learn about the important role these organisms play in
our local ecosystems and where to find them! To RSVP and receive details, please
contact the Museum’s Community Science and Outreach Coordinator Jaclyn
Schneider or join the club.
Saturday, Feb. 27
Science Saturday: Animal Athletes, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. — This highest jumping, fastest
flying, strongest biting Science Saturday of the year focuses on the Olympians in
the animal kingdom. From falcons to mountain lions, and beetles to beavers, every
athlete has a story to tell. Join us for crafts, activities, and science as we sprint,
jump, and dive into the world of Animal Athletes!
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PacRep Announces Drive-In New Year’s Eve Event

‘The Beat Goes On’ Tribute Concert
Pacific Repertory Theatre has announced a drive-in “live” New Year’s
Eve event at the Monterey Fairgrounds,
“The Beat Goes On” Tribute Concert, Thursday, December 31, 2020 at
6:30PM. Sponsored by EscapeRoom831
and Glastonbury AV, the concert follows
PacRep’s two successful drive-in events
earlier this month.
PacRep’s The Beat Goes On Tribute
Concert features PacRep tribute artists
Davitt Felder, David Schulz, Don Dally,

Lydia Lyons, and Daniel Simpson, backed
by Southern California’s premiere tribute
band, THE ECHO BOOMERS.
Audiences will be dazzled and energized by this interactive, entertaining,
high-caliber performance of some of
the greatest hits from the 50s, 60s, 70s,
and 80s, with tribute performances from
ELVIS to THE BEATLES, and from
RITCHIE VALENS and SONNY &
CHER to TOM PETTY and BRUCE
SPRINGSTEEN!

Photos courtesy Pac Rep

PG
Winner of the 2010

Year Award
Restaurant of the

T he Fi n e st G o u r m e t Pi z z a
WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE

Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust
Must present current coupon to get
discount. Not combinable with other offers
EXPIRES 01/11/21

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111

1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)
Mon-Thu 4-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 11-10pm • Sun 12-9:30pm

www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

New Year’s Eve party favors will be
provided to every car. Snacks, and both
alcoholic and non-alcoholic refreshments
are conveniently located at the back of the
arena for walk-up service. Gates open one
hour before showtime, at 5:30PM.
Tickets are $75 per vehicle. All
proceeds benefit the non-profit programs
of Pacific Repertory Theatre, and are the
means by which PacRep continues to pro-

duce, keeps ticket prices affordable, and
offers stimulating educational programs!
Drive-in tickets are limited, and must
be purchased in advance, by calling the
Box Office at (831)-622-0100, or online
at www.pacrep.org
Revised Golden Bough Box Office
hours are Monday through Friday, from
11am to 5pm, for telephone orders only.
Counter service remains closed at this
time.
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Introducing Monterey Peninsula Makeovers—Who Will You Become?
(I am celebrating this holiday with an
inspirational short fiction story in which
Mrs. Santa Claus becomes homeless and
makes a surprise life-changing decision.
It’s the final column in the current series
and introduces the new “Monterey Makeovers” series that debuts next week.)

Wanda Sue Parrott
Homeless in Paradise
Wanda Sue Parrott,
85, eats Christmas
corn at Chili’s before
the current lockdown.
She models the ‘Ugly
Christmas Sweater’
given her as a gift by
Robert’s Lake Community of homeless vehicle
dwellers in Seaside and
wishes you a Happy
Ho-Ho-Holiday and a
better New Year. Photo by Harold E. Grice

By Wanda Sue Parrott

Christmas
Makeovers

Two nights before Santa’s big gig in
the Macy’s Christmas parade, he went
on his annual post-Halloween bender,
chugging eggnog as his bewildered
wife stared at his costume. “The Lone
Ranger?” Merry asked. “Why not Robin
Hood, as you’ve been for. . . ?”
“About three hunnerd years.”
“Where’s your sidekick, Tonto?”
“I givem the resta his life off.”
“Seriously, Santa, where are all our
elves?”
Santa rolled his brown eyes skyward. “Shumwhere up there.”
Merry spotted a flashing disc with
red and green lights that spun like a
Christmas frisbee. “Those lights are our
elves?”
“Nah. That’s a craft. Elves’re onboard.”
“A UFO?”
Santa nodded. “Recruitment Ship
for earth’s next great immortal heroes.”
“Aliens?”
“Yup. Our elves ain’t elves any
more. ”
“What are they?”
“Gettin’ Christmas makeovers to
become Grays.”
“What are Grays?”
“Good aliens. Got big almond-shaped eyes.” Santa offered his
mug to Merry.
No, thanks. You know I’m a teetotaler, Santa.”
Santa extended his cowboy hat to
salute the starship.“Ish makeover time
for humanity. Ish makeover time for
us, too. I’m going as kids’ most-loved
masked man. What’re you gonna do,
Merry? Make yourself over or reinvent
yourself? There’s a big difference, but
you gotta be willing to die for what you
get in either case.”
Merry said, “We’ll talk about it
when the holiday season’s over.”
“Nah. Not this time.”
*****
Santa staggered over silvery
luminescence of dying ice from global
warming.
Merry followed him toward North
Pole Enterprises’ Historical Heroes Hall
of Fame, a collection of miniature dolls
with porcelain faces hand-painted by the
elves. Merry designed one human-sized
costume from each character’s lifetime,
and the elves sewed miniature replicas
for the figures whose collectable likenesses spanned human history.
Merry asked, “Without a labor
force, who’ll help fill Christmas socks?”
“Stand ins. False Santas. Parents.
Advertisers. Bankers.”
“How’ll we make next year’s
dolls?”
“Outsource ‘em to China.”
“But you’re the real Santa!”
“Folks won’t miss what they don’t
know.”
*****
In the corral, Santa approached
Dasher. “Merry, let’s saddle up old
Silver here.”
“Dasher? His antlers are brittle like
our bones.”
“Change’ll do us all good.”

“What’s this makeover kick you’re
on?”
“I watched an Oprah rerun about
making yourself over. I’m the Lone
Ranger. Who do you want to become?”
Santa found a bit made from old
harness parts. Dasher snorted as Santa
tried to force the gadget between his
teeth. “Merry, whack the old rump.
Gently.”
She smacked Santa’s behind.
“Not my butt. His!”
Dasher reared and the bit slid
into place. Santa stood on a footstool
and mounted the reindeer, “Forget the
saddle. He’s too schwaybacked.” Then,
with a nudge from Santa’s high-heeled
western boot, Dasher took off as Santa
shouted, “Hi-ho, Silver. Away!”
Merry heard him exclaim as they
flew out of sight, “Merry Christmas to
all, and to all a goodbye.”
Then, what to her wondering eyes
did appear? A UFO’s bright beam, and
she cried out, “Oh, dear!”
*****
Merry Claus kissed Santa’s cold
lip prints, gulped his dregs, and blew a
farewell kiss to the female dolls. “Without Santa, we’re done.” Ancient wives
included Eve, Mrs. Noah and Isis, Virgin
Mary and Kate Kringle, godmother of
Santa Claus. Other famous heroines
were Salome, Joan of Arc, Mother
Teresa, and Merry’s secret favorite, Lady
Godiva, nervy naked equestrienne who
rode bareback through the streets, covered only with her own long white hair.
Merry shifted to comic-characters.
Focusing on the miniature Lone Ranger and his faithful sidekick Tonto, she
sobbed, “You’re part of me. I’ll carry
you always in my heart.”
Retreating, she thought, “I no longer
have an identity. I’m homeless! Now
what do I do?”
*****
Merry donned Santa’s red suit, tied
his waist-length beard behind her ears
and secured it with his ermine-trimmed
hat. Macy’s Lear Jet pilot didn’t suspect
his ho-ho-ho-speaking passenger was a
stand-in in distress.
*****
Paradegoers cheered the sleigh float
through a blizzard. Makeover was easy,
Merry thought, but reinventing oneself
means changing my character. How?

After the parade, she ordered a
shaker of eggnog, guzzled it and went
to bed.
Merry woke from a dream of an
alien elf leading her to a riderless horse.
“Coming, Santa,” she muttered
before slogging through freezing snow.
In Central Park. She found the riderless
horse, dragged a trash can to its base,
and mounted the statue. “I’m coming,
ke-mo-sabe.”
*****
Skin-purpling frostbite had crystallized her legs when the UFO’s beam
finally flickered through the darkness
and Merry sooberly realized she’d made
a bad decision. “Go away! I’ll stay
here! I’ll become a clothing designer!”

Too late. She was a rigid ice statue from
her waist to her toes. Gotta design the
perfect costume. . .
Merry’s stiff fingers ripped Santa’s
coat open. It slid down her arms and
hit the ground. She snatched Santa’s
cap with two claws and flung it at the
blinding circle. Her frozen thumbs shifted the beard so its wavy locks covered
her breasts.
“Lay. . . “
Merry strained to hear the muffled
voice.
“Hey, lay. . .” The light engulfed
her.
“Lady. . . hey lady. . .?”
Lady. . .
The cop shined his flashlight into
her open, frozen eyes.
“Mmmmm,” she wheezed.
“You’re alive!”
“Ummm…”
“What’s your name, lady?”
Lady. That’s me! Merry inhaled,
held the breath, and exuded, “L-l-l-a-a-d
. . .”
“Is that your first or last name,
ma’am?”
Merry’s breath jangled like shiny
new sleigh bells. “I’m-m-m Go-di . . .
Godi-va Tontoclaus.”
###
Credits: Photo by Harold E. Grice.
“Christmas Makeovers” (fiction) by
Wanda Sue Parrott.
About this Column: “Homeless
in Paradise” is a free public service
self-funded and produced by the author.
During the Covid-19 pandemic, this column appears regularly on the last week
of each month in the Cedar Street Times
at www.cedarstreettimes.com (and as periodic FLASH columns). It also appears
weekly on Facebook, in Nextdoor and on
private email lists. If interested in being
added to the list, submit your request to
the contact info below.)
Copyright 2020 by Wanda Sue
Parrott Contact Wanda Sue Parrott
at 831-899-5887, amykitchenerfdn@
hotmail.com
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People

Lorin Davi Named to UM Fall 2020 Chancellor’s Honor Roll
Lorin Vitina Davi, of Pebble Beach, was recently named to the University of
Mississippi’s Fall 2020 Honor Roll lists.
Davi was named to the Chancellor’s Honor Roll, which is reserved for students
who earn a semester GPA of 3.75-4.00.
“Our Chancellor’s Honor Roll students deserve a great deal of recognition for their
pursuit of academic excellence and incredible achievements,” said Chancellor Glenn
Boyce. “These students represent some of the best and brightest at the University of
Mississippi, and I’m thrilled to congratulate them for their pursuit of personal and
academic greatness.”
In order to be eligible for honor roll designation, a student must have completed
at least 12 graded hours for the semester and may not be on academic probation during
the semester.
The University of Mississippi, affectionately known as Ole Miss, is the state’s
flagship university. Included in the elite group of R1: Doctoral Universities - Highest
Research Activity by the Carnegie Classification, it has a long history of producing
leaders in public service, academics and business. With more than 23,000 students, Ole
Miss is the state’s largest university and is ranked among the nation’s fastest-growing
institutions. Its 16 academic divisions include a major medical school, nationally recognized schools of accountancy, law and pharmacy, and an Honors College acclaimed for
a blend of academic rigor, experiential learning and opportunities for community action.
NOTE: You are receiving this press release because the student or their parents
are from your area. This press release above was prepared for: Editor & Publisher Cedar Street Times.

Austin Noorzoy Named to UM Fall 2020
Dean’s Honor Roll
Austin Alexandra Noorzoy, of Pebble Beach, was recently named to the University
of Mississippi’s Fall 2020 Honor Roll lists.
Noorzoy was named to the Dean’s Honor Roll, which is reserved for students
who earn a semester GPA of 3.50-3.74.
In order to be eligible for honor roll designation, a student must have completed
at least 12 graded hours for the semester and may not be on academic probation
during the semester.
The University of Mississippi, affectionately known as Ole Miss, is the state’s
flagship university. Included in the elite group of R1: Doctoral Universities - Highest
Research Activity by the Carnegie Classification, it has a long history of producing
leaders in public service, academics and business. With more than 23,000 students, Ole
Miss is the state’s largest university and is ranked among the nation’s fastest-growing
institutions. Its 16 academic divisions include a major medical school, nationally
recognized schools of accountancy, law and pharmacy, and an Honors College
acclaimed for a blend of academic rigor, experiential learning and opportunities for
community action.
The University of Mississippi recently announced students named to the Fall
2020 Honor Roll lists, including Dean’s Honor Roll.: http://app.readmedia.com/
news/attachment/146092/LTK_0061-AC-web.jpg

Legal Notices
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20202167
The following person is doing business as MICHAEL HARVEY TRUCKING, 16092 Balfour Lane, Salinas,
Monterey County, California 93908; MICHAEL ALLEN HARVEY JR., 16092 Balfour Lane, Salinas, CA
93909. This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County on 11/24/20. Registrant commenced to transact business under the fictitious business name or name(s) listed above on 10/19/20. Signed, Michael A. Harvey,
Jr., President. This business is conducted by a corporation. Publication dates: 12/4, 12/11, 12/18, 12/25
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File Number 20202220
The following person is doing business as: IMPACT MARKETING PRO, 1136 Presidio Blvd, Pacific Grove,
93950, Monterey County, CA. Brian Clay Dadiw, 1136 Presidio Blvd., Pacific Grove, CA 93950. This statement was filed with the County Clerk of Monterey County on December 3, 2020. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business name or names listed above on December 1, 2020. Signed, Brian
Clay Dadiw, Founder. This business is conducted by an individual.. Publication dates: 12/11, 12/18, 12/25,
1/1/210

KRASA LAW, Inc.

Planning for Each gEnEration
No Wipes in the Pipes!
COVID-19 has caused an uptick in the use of paper towels & disinfecting wipes. This is a friendly reminder to dispose of these items in the
trash. These items should never be flushed down the toilet.
Unlike toilet paper, when these products are flushed down the toilet,
they do not break down. As more of these items make their way into
the City’s Sewer System they collect together and cause clogs in the
sewer lines. Clogged Sewer lines can cause sewage to back-up into the
property owner’s lateral lines and can result in costly repairs to property
owners and the City!
Please only flush toilet paper down the toilet.

Serving you in a safe and contactless manner

• Estate Planning
• Living Trusts & Wills
• Elder Law Care
• Trust Administration
• Medi-Cal Planning
• Asset Protection

Kyle A. Krasa, Esq.

To see free videos about
estate planning, visit
www.KrasaLaw.com
704-D Forest Avenue • Pacific Grove

831-920-0205
kyle@KrasaLaw.com

