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LIBRARY EVENTS
10:00am Tuesday:

LIve Zoom Preschool Stories (Ages 2-5)

3:30pm Wednesday:

Recorded Crafternoon! video (Ages 4-14)

11:00am Thursday:

Recorded Baby Rhyme video
(Ages Birth-2)

Second Tuesday of the month
is
Music by MaryLee at 11:00am

Please visit https://www.
pacificgrovelibrary.org/calendar for
details.
•

Dance On
Page 12

Snacks
Page 5

Pacific Grove’s

Times
Times

New exhibits at Pacific Grove
Art Center

The show runs through February 25,
2021.
568 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove,
GALLERY HOURS 12-5 pm WedSaturday.
For more information please contact Kim
Moreno: office 831-375-2208, cell 831747-0764

Saturday, Jan. 30

Science Saturday: Amazing Migrations,
10 a.m.-3 p.m. — Join us as we
investigate the world of long-distance
animal travels. Whales, birds, insects,
and more will be the focus of our deeper
look at these natural phenomena. Learn
about the many amazing migratory birds
that visit Monterey County every year,
and celebrate another birthday (No. 38)
for Sandy the Whale, the amazing 40foot sculpture outside the museum!

Take Out & Dine In!
Page 14
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Sunset Alert

Valentine’s Pasta Dinner

Benefitting
PG P.R.I.D.E
Complete Dinners include a selection of
Bigali Fresh Pastas, Sauces Dole Salad
kit. Fresh Sourdough Bread Loaf, Bottle
of Wine or Sparkling Cider
Order online Today at
www.supportpgpride.com

Oders must be received by
February10
Drive-Through pickup is
Saturday, February 13 1 M - 4
PM
Our Next Print Issue will be
February 8, 2021

Getting tired of weather alerts and high wave alerts and wind alerts? Time for a sunset alert! thanks, Bob Pacelli.

Starting A New Chapter at PGPD
By Gary Baley
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On his seventh day working for
the Pacific Grove Police Department and
fresh from 26 years on the mean streets
of San Jose, Cedar Street Times conducted a “Welcome to PG” interview with
Commander David Santos. He retired
from the San Jose Police Department as
Captain on January 23 and started the
next chapter of his life here in PG three
days later. upon the retirement of Cdr.
Rory Lakind.
The last chapter of his life was
a little rough on him. Santos had two
hip-replacement surgeries.
Not sure if that was related to his
brief stint as a professional football
player for the Oakland Raiders, or just
the wear and tear of police work—or
maybe both.
Santos said he was really glad to
be here “I want people to know who we
are.”He added that the police here are
doing the exact same job as in San Jose
and even though this is a small town, he
worries about his officers every night.
Santos was born in San Jose and
raised in Santa Clara where he now lives
with his wife of 22 years and their two
daughters 16 and 20.
Santos talked about his upbringing
in San Jose and Santa Clara.
“My parents divorced when I was

very young and
my father raised
me. He only had
an 8th grade
education and
was a truck driver for 42 years.
When I was a
kid, I thought
I’d be a truck
driver too; but
every time my
younger brother
and I played
cops and robbers
with kids in the
neighborhood, I
could never be
the bad guy. I
always wanted
to be on the side of right. I attribute a
lot of what I’ve done in my life to how
I was raised by my dad. He always had
a strong sense of right and wrong and
instilled that in me.“
Being on the side of right kind of
grew on him “and the next thing you
know at 13 years old I was a junior cadet
in the PAL Program with the Santa Clara
Police Department.”.00.The California
PAL (Police Activities League) strives to
unite law enforcement and communities
through programs that will “develop
discipline, positive self-image, mutual

trust and respect.”
It worked.
His first long-term job was at
K-Mart as a security manager where he
began to befriend police officers.
Then when he started San Jose
State University, he joined their Cadet
Program.
At San Jose State he majored in
administration of justice with a minor
in English. He then obtained a master’s
degree from University of San Diego
in Law Enforcement and Public Safety
SEE NEW CHAPTER Page 2
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Joan Skillman

PNew Chapter From Page 1

Skillshots

Leadership.
After finishing his degree, he
attended the Police Academy and upon
graduation joined the San Jose Police
Department. It was big. At its peak in
2008, there were about 1470 sworn
officers supported by about 700 staff,
in all policing 180 square miles of city.
As captain, he supervised about 100
officers.
He worked on patrol, then as a
field training officer, then back to the
Police Academy full time as a training
officer. “That started my passion for
training,” he said. He continued teaching
at the Academy for 21 years.
“I like being involved in training;
it’s such an important aspect of this
profession. You can never stop. There’s
always something new, and better ways
to do things.”
After training, Santos was in
the Special Operations Unit for three
years—”lotta fun there” he said. The
unit was called METRO. “We would
supplement the SWAT team when needed. We would grow out our beards and
moustaches and go undercover for street
crimes. It could be drugs, prostitution,
gangsters, gambling—we ran the gamut.
That’s what I loved about the unit. We
did everything.”
In San Jose, his biggest problem
on the street was the homeless. “They
are a population that is just ripe to be
victims. Most people don’t realize how

much they’re preyed upon.”
He added that some homeless commit burglaries too, saying
“Sometimes it’s a survival thing for
them.”
His most fearful situation
was when he and his partner came
under fire from a gangster wanted
for homicide. No one was hit. The
gangster dropped the gun and was
arrested, but “It was one of those
moments when you go—Wow that
was real,”he said.
He was never shot at again,
and he never had to use his service
revolver even once in his career.
“The vast majority of officers will
never have to fire a shot,” he added
“and I hope to never have to.”
The proudest thing he could
talk about on the force was his
membership in the ceremonial
unit—the honor guard. That unit
represented the department city
functions, funerals, and the annual
Peace Officers Memorial every
May 15 honoring 13 officers who
were killed in the line of duty since
inception of the department.
“We lost two officers when
I was there—guys I trained—and
I had to organize two line-of-duty
death ceremonies for the families.
“Being a member of that unit
is a thing I will never forget.”

Library Holds Pick Up.

Mary Weyant, Youth Services Librarian at Pacific Grove Public Library, advises
that they are now offering Holds Pick Up on Mondays from 3:00pm-6:00pm and
Wednesdays from 10:00am-1:00pm at the 550 Central Avenue location.

PG RAIN GAUGE
Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy.
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents.
Week Ending Wednesday, February 10, 2021
Inches, as of 8 AM, 2/10/21:..............................................................................................0.01”
Total since July 1, 2020:.......................................................................................................5.69”
Rain total one year ago to date:................................................................................. 12.35”
_______________________________________________
Previous Year Total--July 2019 through June 2020:.........................................................22”

PG RAIN GAUGE

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is available
at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.
Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Staff Manager • Gary Baley •Managing Editor Webster Slate
Graphic Design: Marge Ann Jameson
Distribution Manager: Charbel Samaha
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All contents copyright 2020 unless otherwise noted.
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editor@cedarstreettimes.com
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First Amendment Defense
By Gary Baley

The Cedar Street Times is happy that our readers have become
engaged based on the stories
we’ve published even if you were
angry with us for publishing them.
If you want to solve problems, you
must first understand the true dimensions of the problem. We do
not make up numbers. The crime
data we quoted was from the FBI’s
Universal Crime Reporting system
for 2019 table 43 Arrests by Race
and Ethnicity (the latest available).
You will find links and graphs in our
website www.cedarstreettimes.
com.

The Cedar Street Times was the
only local newspaper with the courage
to defend the First Amendment. You may
disagree with what we did, but remember
your ability to disagree freely is guaran-

teed by that same Constitution’s Bill of
Rights First Amendment.
Let’s not shoot the messenger for
bringing the truth to light—uncomfortable
though it may be—let’s put an action plan
in place to change this horrible dynamic
that sees an 8 to 1 ratio of White to Black
wealth.
We are a small local paper always on
deadline with a minimal staff and an editor
still recovering from a major illness. We do
make mistakes like missing bylines, misspellings, and other goof-ups; but we are
trying to serve this beautiful community
during a difficult time for all small businesses, and we appreciate your continued
readership and support.
If you were shocked by our defense
of the First Amendment story, we hope
you are even more shocked by the present
story. Shocked enough to push your local
government to take action.

Times • Page 3

Double Masking increases
protection

In a story released by the Washington Post, it was pointed out that wearing a
mask — any mask — reduces the risk of infection with the coronavirus, but wearing
a more tightly fitted surgical mask, or layering a cloth mask atop a surgical mask, can
vastly increase protections to the wearer and others, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reported on Wednesday.
New research by the agency shows that transmission of the virus can be reduced
by up to 96.5 percent if both an infected individual and an uninfected individual wear
tightly fitted surgical masks or a cloth-and-surgical-mask combination.
Dr. Rochelle P. Walensky, director of the C.D.C., announced the findings during
Wednesday’s White House coronavirus briefing, and coupled them with a plea for
Americans to wear “a well-fitting mask” that has two or more layers. President Biden
has challenged Americans to wear masks for the first 100 days of his presidency.
“With cases hospitalizations and deaths still very high, now is not the time to roll
back mask requirements,” she said, adding, “The bottom line is this: masks work and
they work when they have a good fit and are worn correctly.”

2021 Community Blood Drives. The Recreation Department and
American Red Cross have partnered together to offer Community
Blood Drives at PG Community Center throughout 2021. Visit www.
redcrossblood.org to make an appointment and be a part of the lifesaving cause.

WASH YOUR HANDS

Joy Welch
“Joy’s quiet strength,
persistence and care for her
clients is legendary on the
Monterey Peninsula.”
Lic. # 00902236

Cell: 31-214-0105

eMail: joywelch@redshift.com
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Scott Dick, Monterey County
Association of Realtors

Market Matters

Affordability
Challenges
Ahead: Large
Demographic
Tailwind
Has Arrived
Amid Lowest
Inventory of
Homes for
Sale
Source: CoreLogic

Between 2018 and 2028, the
number of households are forecasted to grow by as much as 12
million with Gen X and Millennials driving most of the household
formations and adding almost 25
million new households through
2028. While the wave of millennials has started entering the home
purchase market, the largest age
cohorts, those aged 28 to 30 and
almost 15 million strong, are yet
to turn the typical first-time home
buying age of 33 years old. Amid
the strong demand, the inventory
of homes for sale has reached the
lowest levels in recorded data
going back to 1982. In 2020, average for-sale inventory was 63%
of the 1982 level. While lower
turnover rates since the Great Recession are a partial culprit of low
for-sale inventory, the U.S. has
had two decades of bleak housing construction - since 2000, the
U.S. has gained 46 million people
and only 20 million housing units.
In the two decades prior, the
country gained 45 million people
and 35 million housing units.

Since 2000, home prices have increased
1.6 times the rate of real household
incomes. According the latest CoreLogic Home Price Index, home prices
continue to grow at the fastest pace
since 2014.
The record low mortgage rates that have
characterized 2020 have kept the inflation-adjusted typical monthly mortgage
payment relatively affordable, about
36% below the 2006 peak and about
23% below the typical payment 20
years ago.
While monthly payment may be more
affordable, first-time home buyers may
face a more difficult challenge of coming up with a down payment.
Affordability from a year ago for a home
that a first-time buyer may be purchasing suggests that while monthly
payment and insurance have fallen by
3% from a year ago, the down payment
needed is up 8% - from about $20,000
to about $22,000 for a 10% down payment on a home priced at $225,000.
This may be a daunting challenge for some
particularly given that the median financial asset holding of families headed by
a person under 35 years of age is only
about $8,500.
The affordability challenge is further amplified as almost half of the employment
growth (43%) over the next 9 years is
in occupations that earn an annual wage
of less than $30,000.

Bill Cohen

Reasoning
With God

Bill Cohen is going on a brief hiatus in order to finish his book. We look forward to its publication and
to his return to our pages
“I am writing a book, hopefully, finished sometime
next month. I will back to you when the book is
finished. Blessings! Bill”
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Monterey’s Fisherman’s Wharf Association Continues ‘Wharf Walks’
. . . with “The Bounty of the Sea:
From Mollusks to Crustaceans and
Much More...The History of Fishing in
the Monterey Bay.”
January 2021. Monterey, CA.
Monterey Fisherman’s Wharf Association continues to team up with noted
Monterey Bay Fisheries Historian and
author, Tim Thomas, who offers fascinating monthly “Wharf Walks - Walking Tours at Monterey’s Old Fisherman’s Wharf” (www.montereywharf.
com) now on the first Sunday of every
month from 10:00 AM - Noon.During
the Wharf Walk on Sunday, February 6,
Tim Thomas will explore “The Bounty
of the Sea: From Mollusks to Crustaceans and Much More...The History of
Fishing in the Monterey Bay. Tim will
discuss the history of fishing by diverse
cultures for abalone, crab, squid and
other popular seafood. Mollusks include
clams and squids while Crustaceans
include abalone, crabs and prawns.
Tim Thomas is also doing presentations during the 11th Whalefest Mon-

terey which will be held virtually from
January 26-29, 2021. Links and details
on MontereyWharf.com.
Tim Thomas’ Wharf Walks’ Tours
meet at the head of Old Fisherman’s
Wharf (near the pink “Harbor House”
store, #1 Old Fisherman’s Wharf,
Monterey. Advance reservations are required by calling Tim Thomas at (831)
521-3304 or via email timsardine@
yahoo.com. Due to COVID, it will be a
very small group with social distance.
Tim Thomas is able to schedule alternate
small group tour dates as well.
The tour is for ages 10-adult only
and the cost is $20 for adults and kids
are $15 (10-15 years).
Monterey Bay Whale Watch
Monterey Bay Whale Watch
(http://www.montereybaywhalewatch.
com) on Monterey’s Old Fisherman’s
Wharf will offer a $3.00 off coupon for
all Wharf Walks participants of the

Wharf Walk. About Wharf Walks
For thousands of years people
have made their living fishing the
Monterey Bay, beginning with the
Rumsien Ohlone, the Native People
of the Monterey area. From abalone
to rockfish, everything was fished and
utilized and the Monterey Bay was a
multi-cultural stew, made up of whalers
from the Azores, squid fishermen from
China, salmon fishermen and abalone
divers from Japan, and Sicilians fishing
sardines in the “dark of the moon.” This
entertaining tour of Old Fisherman’s
Wharf and the waterfront will take us
back in time to explore the history of
the Monterey Wharf, early history of
the Monterey waterfront, The Rumsien/
Ohlone People--Monterey’s first fishermen, the abalone industry, whaling
on the bay and of course, the legendary
sardine industry. Discover some of
the people and cultures of Monterey’s
colorful past and hear fascinating stories

about Old Fisherman’s Wharf and
those who worked and walked there.
Learn more about the sardine and squid
(calamari) industry, too. (Note: There is
a brief history on this page too: https://
www.montereywharf.com/history.html
About Tim Thomas
Tim Thomas, fourth-generation
native of the Monterey area, is a popular
speaker and lively tour guide. For 16
years, he was historian and curator for
the Monterey Maritime & History Museum and has worked with the Monterey
Bay Aquarium, California State Parks
Bay National Marine Sanctuary. He is
author of “The Abalone King of Monterey: ‘Pop’ Ernest Doelter,” “The Japanese on the Monterey Peninsula” and
co-author of “Monterey’s Waterfront.”
and the Monterey For more information,
email info@montereywharf.com or call
(831) 238-0777.

Urchin Snacks or Liquid Amber Chewies? It’s all Food for Seagulls

Photos by Bob Pacelli

Public Works Asks the Public...
No Wipes in the Pipes!
COVID-19 has caused an uptick in the use of paper towels & disinfecting wipes. This is a friendly reminder to dispose of these items in the
trash. These items should never be flushed down the toilet.
Unlike toilet paper, when these products are flushed down the toilet,
they do not break down. As more of these items make their way into the
City’s Sewer System they collect together and cause clogs in the sewer
lines. Clogged sewer lines can cause sewage to back-up into the property owner’s lateral lines and can result in costly repairs for property
owners and the City!
Please only flush toilet paper down the toilet.
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Pacific Grove Police Department Carmel Police Department

Police Report
1/18/2021

0811 Case
594(a)(1) pc deface property \ ocean w s carlos
cg2100041
Tagging discovered in commercial area.
1400 Info. Case
wallet found (prop) \ hwy 1 s rio cc2100038
Wallet found on hiking trail. Owner texted and voice mail left. ***At 1635 the
wallet
Was picked up at the station.
1427 Info. Case
found garage door opener (prop) \ rio/ladera
cc2100037
Remote control found.
1647 Info. Case
found bicycle wheels (prop) \ san carlos s 4th
cc2100039
Bicycle wheels found on side of road.
1/19/2021
1511 Info. Case
lost wallet (prop) \ ocean
cc2100040
Wallet lost today.
2214 Case
5150 wi persons ‑ 5150 \ dolores & 4th
cg2100042
Subject transported to hospital on a mental health evaluation hold
1/20/2021
0448 Case
fire in fire \ san carlos s 13th
cg2100043
Vehicle fire; undetermined cause
0847 Case
14601.2(A vc traffic violations \ carpenter/hwy 1
cg2100044
Suspect
tapia esquivel, alfredo
03/11/77
Traffic stop resulted in driver being cited for driving while suspended for dui.
1131 Case
11364(a) hs controlled substance \ carpenter/2nd
cg2100045
Suspect
hernandez, oscar
04/04/91
Probationer cited for drug and property crimes.
1305 Info. Case
neighbor dispute (415) \ casanova n ocean cc2100042
Rp reported a verbal dispute with her neighbor and wanted the incident documented.
Rp said her neighbor used a racial slur towards her.
1/21/2021
0818 Info. Case
dog at large (ani1) \ 2nd/san carlos
cc2100045
A dog was reported loose in the residential area and has been seen loose in the past.
A patrol unit responded and witnessed the dog at large however the dogwas unable
To be captured and eluded the officer. Aco later responded and gathered
Information on a possible owner.
1237 Info. Case found keys in hawaii (prop) \ junipero/4th cc2100043
Keys to owners vehicle were found in Hawaii by Hawaii police. Hawaii police
requested. the owner, who was in Carmel, come to Carmel PD to verify his identity
so they can
Release they keys on his behalf. The male's id was verified and he was advised to
notify hawaii pd
1254 Info. Case
civil standby (civ) \ san carlos/12th
cc2100044
Officer assisted with civil standby regarding landlord/tenant.
2325 Info. Case
parole compliance check (sp) \ ocean/monte verde
cc2100046
Cpd and mcso conducted parole & felony probation compliance checks during a
Traffic stop.
1/22/2021
0815 Info. Case
Lost men’s wallet (prop) \ ocean w dolores
cc2100047
Lost wallet reported while visiting downtown area.
0952 Case
11350(a) hs controlled substance \ Carpenter/1st
cg2100046
Suspect : ferguson, cameron 02/14/90
Traffic stop found the driver to be on prcs. Driver was arrested for heroin and
Other charges.
1130 Case
602 pc trespassing \ Camino Real /ocean cg2100047
Hotel staff reported a disturbance with a customer. They customer left the
Property and was trespassed from the hotel and all related hotels
1/23/2021
Found wallet (prop) \ torres s 4th cc2100048
Wallet found, owner contacted, will pick up
1303 Info. Case
suspicious circumstances (sv) \ del mar
cc2100049
Suspicious circumstances observed and investigated. Field interview of registered
Owner/driver.
1800 Case
no charge tresspassing \ carpenter n 1st cg2100048
Group of 5 unknown subjects tresspassing on private residential property
1/25/2021
1053 Case
no charge medical emergency \ dolores
cg2100049
Cpd units responded to a medical emergency, the subject was transported to chomp.
1/26/2021
Found hearing aid (prop) \ Hwy 1 s Ribera
cc2100050
Hearing aid found in regional park and brought to the station.
Lost wallet (prop) \ ocean
Wallet lost.

Pacific Grove Police
@PacificGrovePD
·
Jan 31
We have responded to 8 reports of catalytic converter theft since October. Hybrid
vehicles are the main target because they produce fewer emissions resulting in less
corrosion, so the precious metal inside the cat. converter is more valuable.

Police Report

Pacific grove police dept.
Includes: crime cases, information cases with narrative, accidents, dui’s and bookings
Record activity
Found property (info) \ david av
At the above date and time, a cell phone was found near the above location andturned
into the police department lobby. Owner information is known and will call to make
pick up arrangements. Found property (info) \ perkins pk at the above date and time,
kayak equipment was found at the above location and turned into the department
lobby. Owner information is unknown. Property is currently held for safe keeping.
Tc-public prop-tow away / \ eardley av non injury traffic collision 243(e)(1) pc domestic violence \ grove acre av released 849 domestic violence
1/25/2021
0930 case 1217 info. Case 1300 case 2106 case 2243 info. Case 2305 booked
• No charge dog at large \ Heacock av
Dog at large turned into the station
• Lost property (info) \ forest av At the above date and time, property was reported
as lost near the above location
• No charge susp. Person-prowler \ central av
• Suspicious circumstance prowler 647(i) pc prowler \ lighthouse av
Prowler.
• False alarm (alrm) \ Shafter Av Activation point entry/exit. Walked around house
nothing seen.
Park, brettaunia, bliss 11/02/74
594(b)(2) pc incidents \ Balboa av
Report of vandalism
No charge incidents \ Jewell av
Suspicious person
• 484(a) pc theft\bike\building\ \ arkwright ct
• Locked bicycle frames taken from a carport.
• Found property (info) \ forest av
At the above date and time, a cell phone was brought into the police department lobby. Owner info is not known. Phone currently stored for safe keeping. No charge
trespassing admonish \ lighthouse av female subject admonished for tresspassing
No charge persons \ Ocean View bl
R/p requested a welfare check on a suicidal subject. The subject was contacted & given
a ride to the hospital by a friend.
1/27/2021
1/28/2021
No charge civil matters \ caledonia pk
Tree limb fell onto unoccupied vehicle.
hs test \ pine av no charge information \ fountain av information case
Theft \ burglary fro \ 11th st
Theft of a catalytic converter.
Theft \ burglary \ Fountain av
Theft of a catalytic converter. Unknown time of theft
Tc-h&r-public prop-drivable / \ Sinex av
Pt collision. Information exchanged between parties.
484(a) pc theft\bike\building\ \ sinex av
Pt theft of packages.
Distribution of personal information related to juveniles, victims of domestic violence
and\or victims of sexual assault is unlawful. If such information is included in this
report do not disclose or publish. Return this report to the records section of the
agency listed above.
Page 1 for records entered as of print date
01/31/21
Found bicycle (info) \ Bayview Av
Found bike at the above location. The bike was picked up and taken to the city yard
secured bike facility. No owner located at this time.
1/29/2021
Accident 1/30/2021
459 pc burglary \ 12th st
Window broken on garage
532(a) pc fraud \ arkwright ct
Rp reported being scammed by subjects claiming to be online retailers.
602(o) pc trespassing \ forest av
Suspect was admonished for trespassing from a business
484(a) pc theft \ shell av
Theft from mailbox
Tc-private prop-drivable / \ forest av
Non-injury collision involving a parked vehicle
487(a) pc theft \ burglary fro \ carmel av
Theft of a catalytic converter.unknown time of theft
Tc-public prop-injury / \ 1st st
Vehicle vs pedestrian injury accident
R/o service (info) \ pine av
On the above date and time, the records department recieved a restraining order that
needs to be served.
No charge sus veh \ prescott ln
Dispatched to a suspicious vehicle. Items strewn about inside the passenger compartment. Unknown if any items are taken. 459 pc burglary \ pine av burglary to a garage
459 pc burglary \ dennett st
Burglary of a storage room at a commercial business.
No charge iss in error \ dennett st
Cr issued in error
No charge found property \ 17 mile dr
Found property. Owner of property currently in custody.
487(a) pc vehicle part theft \ 8th st
Vehicle part stolen
No charge towed vehicle \ jewell av no charge incidents \ arkwright ct welfare check
no charge 5150 w&i hold \ lighthouse av subject placed on 5150 w&i hold
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Rudy
Tenenbaum

Library Holds Pick Up

Holds may be picked up at Pacific Grove Public Library on Mondays, 3-6 pm, and Wednesdays,
10am-1pm. As always, our partner Monterey Public Library will accept your Pacific Grove items for
return and is also providing Sidewalk Service Hold Pickup. Please check the MPL website (www.
monterey.org/library) for their hours and information.
Be sure to select PGPL or MPL when placing your hold.
Need help placing holds? Call 831-648-5760 and we will be happy to assist you.
Remember to wear a mask, practice physical distancing, and bring your library card or ID with you.
You are invited to take this opportunity to “browse” New Books and DVDs available to check out,
displayed in the large front window. We look forward to seeing you!

Monterey County
Fair & Event
Center Sets Date
& Theme for 2021
Fair, Sept. 3-6

The Monterey County Fair & Event
Center has set a date of Sept. 3-6, 2021,
for the 2021 Monterey County Fair, with
the theme, “Fair Fun in 2021!”
The theme was the winning entry
in a theme contest by Cathy Meehan of
Watsonville. A poster art contest using the
theme, with both adult and youth divisions,
is now underway.
Fair poster entries must be submitted
as either a “draft” sketch or full artwork
to the Fair office no later than 5 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021, and include the
official entry form with entrant’s name,
mailing address, phone number and
e-mail. Entry forms and official rules are
available at www.montereycountyfair.
com. Entries can be hand delivered to the
fair office from 9 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m.
Monday-Friday, or mailed to:
Monterey County Fair – Poster Art
Contest
2004 Fairground Road
Monterey, CA 93940

Poetry

He is collecting evidence
Proving that he is good.
It’s like buildng an edifice
Of plain and hollow wood.
There is no vercity
in hs claim that he loves us all
Because his heart capacity
is really, really small.
He gives his love to his family,
And to his friend,
And to his poodle Emily,
But no love to extend
To some melancholic transient,
He will dismiss his pain
His feelings always transient
Outside his domain.
So what, if his neighbor John
Holidays
Falls from his roof with a thud?
So what, if a million Hollanders
Die in a flood?
Accidents are numerous.
You wouldn’t file complaint.
And his heart is not as
voluminous
As the heart of a saint.

Of course, he’d have some
residual
E-Mail: entry@montereycountyfair. Love, and once in a while
com
He’d pick an individual
The Monterey County Fair Board of And grant him a smile.
Directors will select and announce the
winning entrants and poster art on March
1, 2021. There will be an Adult and a Youth
Division winner. One winning entry will
be chosen as the official 2021 Fair Poster
Art and one will be chosen as the 2021
Entry Guidebook Cover.
The winner of the 2021 Fair Poster Art
Contest Adult Division will receive a $100
cash prize and Youth Division winner will
receive a $50 cash prize. Both winners will
receive a family package of tickets to the
fair, Sept. 3-6, 2021.

While traveling through Italy
(Or was it Japan?)
He smiled noncommitally
To every man.
But there is no disparity
Between the friends.
It is at home his charity
Begins and ends.
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Patrick Ryan
Local Real Estate Update

Gratitude for the Season
I wrote this a few years ago and have had a nice response from readers, so I
have continued with it during this time of year. The year of 2020 has been such a
hard time for so many of us, losing family members, losing friends, losing your job,
and just trying to hold on as best you can, I personally have a hard time just trying to
watch the daily news. So, this is for everyone…all of you struggling with whatever.
Just keep keeping on, one foot after another and a new day will come.
The holiday season is a time a year that means different things to different people. We all have our own way of celebrating, reacting, and absorbing the next two
weeks. For some it is a very religious time of year, for others it is a time of family
and friends, some just love to shop, and for others it can be a time of sad reflection
when going through tough times. For some of us it can be a combination of all of
the above and more. We all experience it in a different and very personal way.
For me this time of year has come to mean one word and that word is gratitude.
I have experienced both the joys of the season and have also experienced the sadness
one can feel when you are not feeling the joy that those around you are feeling. At
the age of 54, I have come to realize the importance that gratitude plays in my life.
It is a learned trait and one that needs to be worked on daily for it to have its desired
effect.
I have experienced those seasons where all is wonderful and it is truly a joyous
time filled with friends and family and everything just seems perfect. I have also
experienced those seasons where I have felt a sense of loss, of sadness, and of being
detached from the joy around me. It is ironic that when one is in that sad zone, it
seems to deepen when those around you are joyous. Misery truly does love company.
It wasn’t until I learned to practice gratitude that I came to appreciate the fact
that all does not have to be perfect in order to experience peace and joy. It was those
times of sadness, those valleys of lows and feelings of loss that have allowed me to
truly understand that all does not have to be perfect in order to personally experience
peace and joy. It was only in the last few years, when my family and I went through
a major life change, that I was able to understand what gratitude is and the effect it
can have on one’s life. And that has made all the difference in my ability to enjoy
the moment, perfect or not.
So here is wishing all of you a season of gratitude. If you have not found it in
your life yet, don’t give up. Start small and just pick any moment of your day and
give thanks for that moment. That is all you have to do to practice gratitude. You
will be amazed at how it changes your life for the better and the more you do it the
easier it will become until you reach that point where it really makes sense. You will
then wonder why you didn’t start sooner. So, have a great holiday season and here is
to a great New Year…
Patrick Ryan is an active real estate broker associate with Sotheby’s International Realty on the Monterey Peninsula happily helping clients sell their homes and
client buy homes. He lives with his family in Pacific Grove and is current President
of the Pacific Grove Rotary. If you have any questions regarding the local market or
listing/buying advice, he can be reached at the following:
Patrick Ryan DRE#01957809 Sotheby’s International Realty, 831.238.8116,
patrick.ryan@sothebyshomes.com

The Folklore of Big Sur by
Adam Miller
© 2021 by Adam Miller / Folksinging.org

So, it makes it all the more interesting that Olive Hamilton, a no-nonsense western
woman, freely admitted seeing “little dark people” who stood about three feet high,
standing in the shadows of the canyon walls, as she traveled on horseback through the
dark redwood forests, on her way to the schoolhouse.
Her son, the author John Steinbeck, wrote about these Dark Watchers in a short
story called, “Flight,” published in The Long Valley, in 1938, after his mother’s death:
“Pepé looked suspiciously back every minute or so, and his eyes sought the tops
of the ridges ahead. Once, on a white barren spur, he saw a black figure for a moment,
but he looked quickly away, for it was one of the dark watchers. No one knew who
the watchers were, nor where they lived, but it was better to ignore them and never to
show interest in them. They did not bother one who stayed on the trail and minded his
own business.”
Olive Hamilton was adamant, that on more than one occasion, she traded fruit,
nuts and flowers with the Dark Watchers. She would leave gifts for them in a shaded
alcove near Mule Deer Canyon on her way down the coast and retrieve the gifts they
left for her in exchange, on her way back.
The Spanish had called these Dark Watchers, Los Vigilantes Oscuros. A number
of other people reported seeing them, including Thomas Steinbeck (who wrote about
them in a collection of short stories called, “Down to a Soundless Sea, published in
2002), the biologist Edward Ricketts, the author Rosalind Sharpe Wall, and the poet
Robinson Jeffers.
Jeffers wrote about the Dark Watchers in his poem, “Such Counsels You Gave to
Me” –“forms that look human to human eyes, but certainly are not human. They come
from behind ridges and watch.”
To this day, there are people who insist that they have seen the Dark Watchers.
Others say that the unseen eyes of the Dark Watchers were watching them. Still others
dismiss these reports as supernatural superstition.

l

In the early 1920s, W.R. Hearst employed hundreds of artisans during the construction of Hearst Castle. The 24-year-old wood sculptor, Harry Dick Ross, worked
at Hearst’s estate in San Simeon as a tile-setter.
Harry Dick’s wife, Lillian Bos Ross was born in 1889. She was known to her friends
as Shanagolden. She and Harry Dick made their first visit to Big Sur in the 1920s. For
years thereafter, they talked about wanting to make their home there.
Fifteen years later, the couple was living in Los Angeles, when Harry Dick learned
that Harry Lafler was planning to build his house in Big Sur. Lafler hired Harry Dick as
a carpenter for $4 a day. Working with a team of stonemasons from Spain, they built a
stone house on the ridge above the future location of Deetjen’s Big Sur Inn.
Lillian was a professional writer and good one. She pragmatically decided that
Salinas was the closest place to Big Sur where she might be able to make a living writing
for the local newspapers. One day, after they’d lived in Salinas for about a year, their
friend Esther Pfeiffer phoned with the news that Beth Livermore needed someone to
live in her house on Livermore Ledge, in Big Sur.
In the late 1940s, Shanagolden and Harry Dick bought land on Partington Ridge,
which, by that time, had become a neighborhood of artists, writers, and other Bohemians.
“We paid about $1,800 for three-a-half-acres – money we’d saved from our wartime
jobs as Aircraft Warning System lookouts,” Harry Dick recalled. “We’d accumulated
interest on a stack of bonds we’d bought from payroll deductions so we could pay cash
for the acreage and the building materials.”
In the 1940s, Shanagolden wrote several books set in the locality of the Big Sur
area, including “Blaze Allen and The Stranger'-– a 1942 best-seller that was later made
into a film called 'Zandy’s Bride, “in 1974. Harry Dick explained, “Shanagolden had
an agreement with herself. She wrote a thousand words every day. So, after coffee and
a little breakfast, she’d get to her typewriter. Maybe I’d do a little work in the garden
or go to my studio to carve.”
Harry Dick Ross reminisced, “The mailman was gorgeous in those days. He came
three times a week and his coming was a big event. On Monday, you could give them
your list, and on Wednesday he’d bring you your groceries from Monterey. Everybody
loved going to the mailman to get their steaks and what not, for Sunday.”
Shortly after the Rosses finished building their house, Henry Miller moved up from
Anderson Creek into the house next door on Partington Ridge. He wound up staying for
eighteen years. Shanagolden died in 1959. When Henry Miller’s young wife, Evelyn
“Eve” McClure (a former chorus girl from the Earl Carroll Vanities) left him, in 1962,
she married their next-door neighbor Harry Dick Ross.
Harry Dick said, “[Henry Miller] was probably the finest neighbor anybody ever
had. He was always bubbling, always full of ideas. When Shanagolden was ill, he’d come
over and read to her, be with her, even when she wasn’t fully aware of his presence.”
Back in 1924, Harry Dick and Shanagolden wanted to explore what they perceived
as “a blank stretch on the map” that lay between Monterey and San Simeon, just north
of the Hearst estate. Years before the new highway was completed, they made their very
first trip to Big Sur, hiking up the coast trail from San Simeon to Monterey.
Shanagolden grew up in Minnesota. She was a novelist and she loved folklore.
She’d heard the story how, shortly after Mexican independence, Maria Joseph had lost

As “gladiatorial combatants,” a particularly large grizzly might kill
several bulls in the course of the event. The California Pastoral
newspaper interviewed a spectator who claimed, “I was present
when a bear killed three bulls. Sometimes the bull came off
victorious, and at other times the bear, the result depending
somewhat on the ages of the beasts.”
In 1852, the Daily Alta California newspaper denounced the bull and
bear fights held each Sunday after church at Mission Dolores as “a
vestige of barbarism” and a “disgrace to the citizens of San Francisco.”
Shortly thereafter, ordinances were passed limiting the fights in
SEE FOLKLORE Page 9
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both San Francisco and Sacramento.
The efforts of the Humane Society combined with a dwindling
supply of grizzly bears brought about the eventual demise of this
once-prevalent form of blood-sport family entertainment. Although
the bull and bear fights are forgotten today, the sadistic imagery
lives on in our contemporary Wall Street colloquialism that the stock
market fluctuates between a “bull market and a bear market.”
One of the last grizzly bears killed in the Coast Range was shot
by Orion S. Blodgett, who worked as a draftsman in the county
assessor’s office at Santa Cruz, during the Great Depression. In the
fall of 1886, Blodgett’s parents’ hog ranch was repeatedly attacked
by an old grizzly. On one fateful night, the bear lifted a 300-pound
hog out of it pen, in its jaws. Blodgett shot it in the left eye with an
old muzzle-loader, from such close range that the powder burned
the bear’s fur. The shot penetrated the animal’s brain and killed it
instantly. It was an old female, scrawny and thin, that weighed just
642 pounds dressed. Blodgett sold the meat to the Chace market in
Santa Cruz for 10¢ a pound, and the hide for $25.
“Uncle Al” Clark was a legend in his own time. After his death in
February 1932, The Monterey Peninsula Herald published this
remembrance of the eccentric Hermit of the Little Sur:
One of the best shots Monterey county ever saw. That was Al Clark,
The Hermit of the Little Sur, who died here a few days ago, according
to two old friends, C. F. [Frank] Post of Oak Grove and Robert J.
Richards of Daly City. Both knew Clark for more than half a century
and tell many stories of his prowess with the rifle … they told how
Clark, in 1874 dispatched a grizzly bear with a single shot. He was
hunting deer in the Ventana, roughest part of the ‘coast country’ at
the time.
Coming on the big bear’s track in a field of wild oats, Clark set out
and search the animal, armed with an old Henry rifle. It was not
long until he found Mr. Grizzly parked on top of a rock hummock.
Still some distance away, Clark raised the rifle to his shoulder and
fired. The bear fell dead, the bullet having struck him in the tip of
the nose killing him instantly. According to Richards and Post, it was
extremely rare for grizzlies to be killed with a single shot as they had
few vital spots and all were difficult to hit.
In 1857, a hunter named Jacobo Elias Escobar came down from
Monterey and was paid $70 for killing three grizzlies that were
eating cattle on Rancho El Sur. Escobar killed the last “Great Sur
Bear” at Rancho El Sur in 1881. They say the 1,500-pound beast’s
foot-spread was sixteen inches and that it could run at a speed of 45
miles per hour.
The last grizzly on the coast was killed in the summer of 1889 near
Gorda, thirty miles north of San Simeon. In 1924, the last grizzly bear
in the state of California was shot dead in Sequoia National Park.
Though officially extinct in California, sightings of grizzly bears in Big
Sur (real or imaginary) continued for another half century. A teenage
John Steinbeck believed that he (and he alone) saw a Great Sur Bear
resting on a rock ledge, while he was employed as a ranch hand at
Posts, in 1920.
*

*

l

*

In the 1930s, James Ladd Delkin, the publisher of The Monterey
Peninsula, a guidebook compiled by the Federal Writers’ Project of
the Works Progress, collected local folklore about the Lost Indian
Gold Mine. He said that before the Mexican Revolution, there was
a once a large rancheria at the Lost Gold Mine of the padres, and
many Indians worked and lived there. One day, a storm of biblical
proportions, with raging winds and heavy rains, caused a great
avalanche. The mine and the rancheria were buried in the rock and
debris, and all the Indians who were there at the time were killed.
Stories about the discovery of lost Indian mines were, for decades, a
staple for newspaper editors – an evergreen favorite feature item of
periodical literature. On September 21, 1889, the Los Angeles Herald
reported:
“It is stated that young Freeman, son of John Freeman, of Salinas,
while hunting deer in Carmel Valley, 50 miles from here, discovered
the works and digging some of mine that has been sought over
100 years. The mine is said to be very rich in silver and gold quartz.
A number of people are leaving for the scene of the reported
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discovery.”
Three days later, on September 24, 1899, the San Francisco Examiner
published a variation of the same tale, this time about the discovery
of the Lost Indian Silver Mine:
“An old Indian woman named Roman, who has lived on the [Bradley
Varnum] Sargent Ranch in the Carmel Valley for 70 years, had a son
who used to wear enormous silver spurs and other silver ornaments.
He claimed to have obtained the silver from which they were made
from a mine in the mountains. His mother, who still lives on the
ranch, claims to know the location of the mine to this day, and
has been tempting others to divulge the secret, but will not do so,
saying that if she does she will bring the curse of the church on her
head.
“In the Soto house in Monterey [460 Pierce St.] is the wreck of an old
furnace in which it is claimed the Indians used to reduce the ore. It
still stands in the old Soto residence here.
“Mr. Martin, a Scotchman [sic] living in the Carmel Valley, some years
ago was working in the blacksmith shop attached to the mission,
found a ten-pound rock. He thought nothing of it at the time. One
day he threw it in the fire, and to his surprise discovered silver. He
had it assayed, and says it showed $3,000 to the ton. Mr. Martin is of
the opinion that the mine is located somewhere near the mission,
and has sunk several shafts in that vicinity. He still has specimens of
the rock, and they contain large quantities of silver.”
Three days later, the San Francisco Examiner informed its readers
that the ore from the aforementioned Old Woman Mine was, in fact,
worthless – “The tools young Foreman found are some that have
been abandoned by former prospectors … the Old Woman’s mine is
still undiscovered, and will be in the minds of many people here for
centuries to come.”
In one sense, the newspaper was right – these stories of lost Indian
mines did remain vibrant in the minds of people for centuries. The
stories were repeated and shared in a mostly oral tradition, resulting
in many versions and variants of the same tale.
Jesse William Artellan was born at the Cooper Ranch (Rancho El
Sur) in 1900, and grew up in the Little Sur. He was one of nineteen
children born to Juan Artellan (by at least two wives). Jesse’s
grandfather, Pierre Artellan (who’d lost one eye and wore an
eyepatch) sailed from the port of Havre in 1834, and jumped ship
in Monterey, the following year. His grandmother, Maria Garcia, was
the daughter of a Spanish soldier who was stationed Monterey.
According to Jesse Artellan:
“The gold was no secret to people who lived in the Little Sur, in the
1890s. The gold was held by a spirit. It was on a craggy ridge, in
plain sight. It wasn’t hidden. Lots of people knew about it. But they
couldn’t get near the gold for the Spirit guarded it. Whenever they
disturbed her territory, she appeared as a half spirit, divided into,
split down the middle. If you saw the other half, saw her entirety,
death would result – or madness. She was a very beautiful woman
– mui Blanco. When people got close to the gold, she came down
from the headwaters, over the falls. If people didn’t stop and they
saw her, something happened to them. Only Indians could get near.”
*

*

l

*

The July 8, 1932, issue of the Carmel Pine Cone newspaper reported:
“It appears that the Carmel Indians who resided in the Big Sur
district had their own banking system in the form of quills plucked
from the tails of chickens. The quills were filled with gold dust and
then deposited on ledges in a huge cave that is said to be 10 miles
south of Carmel and 10 miles inland. This unique method of hiding
money was discovered for the first time by Thomas Morgan, veteran
Monterey County pioneer. Morgan last week filed a gold claim…”
Revered for her wealth of information about early local history, “Mrs.
Monterey” – Josephine Simoneau Fussell – was born in 1877. As
an infant, Robert Louis Stevenson bounced her on his knee at her
father’s restaurant, Simoneau’s, in Monterey, where Stevenson ate
his meals and played chess with her dad, during his 1879 visit.
She recalled that, “whenever the Posts [Frank Post’s parents, W.B.
and Anselma] ran short of money, Mrs. Post [a Rumsen Indian from
Carmel Valley] would disappear for two or three days at a time and
return with gold dust. She never told anyone where she got it.”
The February 12, 1932, edition of the Carmel Pine Cone published
the obituary of a local Indian who was known as Panuchi:
SEE FOLKLORE Page 9

Page 10 • CEDAR STREET

Times

• February 7,2021

Letters
Your Opinion

PFOLKLOREFrom Page 13

year from the mountains surrounding Carmel.”

l

*

Limit size of PG hotel
Editor:

Remember your happy moments at Lovers Point beach, the wind-protected
warmer cove where small children dig, run, jump and squeal as the cold ocean
water runs over their little feet?
A perfect new home for frightened, fleeing harbor seals and pups
threatened by extreme pounding, vibrating machinery breaking granite
deep down a pit to build underground parking for the proposed ATC
hotel. Everyone wants the pups safe, but maybe not taking over our
sweet beach or San Carlos Beach in New Monterey, if the seals broke in
the other direction.
Federally protected, the harbor seals and pups cannot be relocated.
There is an easy solution — no underground parking at the proposed ATC hotel
site.
Will it cut the size of the hotel and the city income garnered from
225 rooms to maybe half?
Possibly, but in addition to saving our beloved beaches and harbor
seals, some protection from traffic gridlock, vital in an emergency,
would be also gained.
If the pandemic has taught us anything, it is the simple times we
share that are most keenly missed.
Janet Cohen
Pacific Grove

Referendum on Cannabis Sales in
Pacific Grove
Editor:

Pacific Grove voters concerned about the City Council’s recent approval of an
ordinance allowing a cannabis dispensary in Pacific Grove can sign a referendum to
force the City Council to choose between two alternatves, either (1) to hold a citywide
election to determine whether or not the majority of voters want a cannabis dispensary
in PG, or (2) to rescind approval of the ordinance authorizing the dispensary. If 1,110
registered PG voters sign the referendum prior to October 29, the City Council will be
required to choose between these two options.
A strong majority of residents opposed the ordinance at the September 2 and
September 16 City Council hearings. The PGUD Board of Education unanimously
opposed, the PG Chamber of Comerce, two former police chiefs, nineteen people sent
emails opposing and twenty-five speakers opposed. Despite that, the Council voted 4-3
to adopt the ordinance allowing a cannabis dispensary.
The referendum can be signed at 211 Grand Avenue, Pacific Grove, Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., or check the website transparentpg.com for other locations to
sign. Referendum-handlers social distance and comply with City and County health
guidelines. It’s also possible to have a copy delivered to you by calling 831-915-9710.
Jane Haines
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“José Bernabel, 104-year-old picturesque Indian whose tribe once
owned all of the Monterey Peninsula was buried this week, a pauper,
whose only home for the past 10 years has been a tent at Tortilla
Flat. Bernabel is the last of the original tribe of Carmel Indians who
roamed over this then primitive wilderness when Father Serra first
came to California. He was at one time known throughout the state
as a bronco buster.
“Despite the fact that he died practically penniless, Bernabel could
have been perhaps fabulously wealthy. Stories have circulated in
Carmel from time to time with some foundation that the aging
Indian knew the definite location of the famous lost gold mine in
the Big Sur district.
“On several occasions, Bernabel was approached by gold
prospectors who made alluring offers to him if he would reveal his
secret. Bernabel’s father is said to have been one of the Indians who
brought huge nuggets of gold to the padres in the early days.
“From his father, Bernabel learned the location of the missing mine
on the promise the secret should never be disclosed. True to his
word, Bernabel died with his lips sealed although at times he had to
beg for his food.
“Bernabel was educated at Carmel Mission in during the early days
and aided the padres in their many activities. In the last ten years his
only recreation was an occasional walk through Carmel with his dog
as his companion.
“Bernabel had a strong hatred of the white population and spoke
but little English. Yet he had acquired from the padres sufficient
knowledge to speak Spanish fluently. He never attended a moving
picture show or did he ever accept a ride in an automobile. He
would smoke a peculiar Indian weed which he would gather twice a

*

David Jacks, for whom Monterey’s Jacks Peak is named, was born
in Scotland, in 1822. As a nineteen-year-old, he came to the United
States and worked his way westward. He joined the Gold Rush to
California, in 1849, but was quick to recognize the how few miners
ever got rich. Establishing himself in Monterey, his first employment
there, in 1850, was working as a salesclerk in Joseph Boston’s store,
where he kept his bed roll under the counter and slept in the shop
at night. Jacks remembered how the miners who came into the
store paid for the purchases with gold dust that they stored inside
condor quills.
Sing Fat, an elderly Chinese man, was a familiar face to neighbors
on the coast. He collected seaweed along the shoreline in Big Sur.
Some people were certain that he’d discovered the secret of Indian
gold and that he transported his gold dust to town, stored in feather
quills, hidden in his spring wagon.
The Last Chance Mine near Gorda, thirteen miles south of Lucia, was
discovered by William D. Cruikshank, in 1887. Over the next four
years the mine yielded $14,000 worth of gold ore that assayed at as
much as $50 per ton, setting off yet another brief South Coast Gold
Rush.
The Last Chance Mine was situated in Alder Creek, in the Los Burros
Mining District, twenty-four miles north of San Simeon. In 1889,
the Grizzly Mine was discovered not far away on Alder Creek. The
miners constructed a thirty-foot tall waterwheel on Alder Creek, that
powered belts connected to heavy ore-crushing machinery. The
wheel was abandoned in 1890 because there wasn’t enough water
in the creek to turn it. And there it sat for eighty years, rotting-inplace, until it burned up in the Buckeye Fire, in 1970.
Over the next five years, the Grizzly Mine yielded more than $9,500
in gold. Almost out of nowhere, the village of Manchester sprung
up in the Los Burros Mining District. By 1889, there were (according
to some sources) as many as 200 inhabitants, two general stores, a
post office, a restaurant, several saloons, and a dance hall. The mail
drop was located in a one-room cabin above Saloon Flat at the
headwaters of Alder Creek. Miners gathered in the evenings at Davis’
Saloon, where a shot of whiskey could be purchased for a fingernail
full of gold dust.
Although Manchester fit the textbook definition of a “boom town,”
the place defied stereotypes. Alice Eastwood, the botanist from the
California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco, visited Los Burros,
in 1893, where she was hosted by the Plaskett family. Eastwood later
wrote, “At Los Burros … a literary and debating society had formed
and the Plasketts belonged. There was also quite a good school
library.”
Local folklore maintains that sometime in the1890s, the whole town
burned to the ground after someone crammed too much fuel into
a wood-burning stove. Nothing remains of Manchester today – not
even the stately, sweet-smelling Ponderosa Pines that once shaded
the unpaved streets of the village square.
*

l

*

On August 30, 1879, the Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson
arrived in Monterey after a twelve-day cross-country trip on the
transcontinental railroad. He was seriously ill when he arrived. The
first week, he stayed at the French Hotel at 530 Houston Street,
which is now a museum called the “Stevenson House.” He took his
meals at Simoneau’s, a restaurant run by a Frenchman, a few blocks
from his hotel, in present-day Simoneau Plaza. Stevenson wrote of
Monterey’s water system, one of windmills, “whirling and creaking
and filling cisterns with brackish water and sands.”
After ten days of the “vast, wet, melancholy fogs,” of the Monterey
summer, he decided to save money by camping out in the sunnier
and drier coast range. Describing his situation in a letter to a friend
in England, he explained how one night, it got very cold, and by
morning he was too sick to move, near San Clemente Creek in the
San Carlos Ranch area of Robinson Canyon, east of Big Sur and west
SEE FOLKLORE Page 11
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Wanda Sue Parrott
Homeless in Paradise
HOMELESS IN PARADISE—Feb. 12-18, 2021
MONTEREY PENINSULA MAKEOVERS—Part 7

What would you do if handouts were up to you?
Josephine Guerrero sang in grief following seizure by the SPCA of her dog Peanut on Feb. 14, 2020. The case is still under appeal. Josie will sing
again this weekend at the annual Karaoke Party benefitting the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Monterey Peninsula.

upset because he won’t take it back and she can’t sell it or afford
During this week--when attention has been focused on the second
repairs.”
impeachment proceedings against now-former-president Donald J.
What would you do, beside providing your own curse words!
Trump--only minor attention has gone to local homeless issues.
The
answer?
Start by letting your needs be known to those who can do
If you consider the sudden absence of Change A Heart
Foundation’s founder, Todd Sondgroth, from my list of contacts, you’llsomething legitimately unimpeachable to help.
see why I wonder what’s going on.
Community Needs Assessment
Have I been deleted from e-mail updates on his help-theMonterey
County
Community Action Partnership’s (MCCAP)
needy projects about everything from providing fresh water to African
villagers to giving 10 homeless women cars to sleep in by the end of mission is to assess the needs of low-income residents of Monterey
County and develop, maintain, and evaluate community services that
January? If yes, why?
empower low-income individuals and families to improve their quality
Whether all 10 cars were ever delivered is unknown, but a
video showed Todd’s partners in Africa delivered water for ebullient of life.
Every two years the MCCAP gathers input from the
boys girls, men and women who were smiling, chanting and dancing
community to help gain information about services priorities. This
as clean water flowed into the dirt on which they stood.
Here’s what little I do know from hearsay and e-mails sent by year’s needs assessment will be done virtually because of the Covid-19
pandemic. You are invited to complete this survey and share it with
readers of this column.
your neighbors, friends and family throughout Monterey County.
English Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TV7Z9WW
Wanted: parking spot for trailer
Spanish Survey: https://es.surveymonkey.com/r/TLZ8PXT
A storage trailer Todd solicited was apparently donated,
Contact: Glorietta Rowland, rowlandg@co.monterey.ca.us .
because he posted the photo of a white trailer attached to a vehicle on
a Facebook item a reader shared. His stated intention was to use the
trailer for delivery of fresh meals, clothing (including underwear),
Community donations
personal toiletries and hygiene items to the homeless around town.
Several readers have asked where they can donate used items,
Who would prepare the meals, do the driving and distribution, or
including clothing. Most places that usually take used clothing are not
otherwise service the needy, was not spelled out, but Todd was asking collecting during the Covid-19 pandemic, but Major John Bennett says
for help finding a place to park the trailer and, as ever, for donations the Salvation Army is accepting new clothing and used items that can
to help cover expenses.
be washed in a dishwasher, such as glasses and dishes.
My informant asked if the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Contributions can be dropped off at The Salvation Army
the Monterey Peninsula’s parking lot would fulfill Todd’s need. As a Monterey Peninsula, 1491 Contra Costa St. Seaside, CA. 93955, or for
member of UUCMP’s social justice committee, I replied that I would details contact Office: (831) 899-4911; Direct: (831) 713-1247; Cell:
have to vote nay should the issue be raised. Why? Because there are (808) 352-3800; Email: john.bennett@usw.salvationarmy.org
many non-profits on the peninsula whose sweat, tears and maybe
In the event you wonder about donating to Change A Heart
even blood have gone into providing the services Todd proposes to
Foundation, call Todd Sondgroth at 831-905-0482.
deliver directly to homeless folks who would once have been called
Community Karaoke Celebration
“squatters” for living on the beach, in parks or elsewhere on public
You can help benefit the Unitarian Universalist Church of the
property.
Monterey Peninsula (UUCMP) by attending its Karaoke Party via
Zoom on Sat., Feb. 13, 6 – 9 p.m.
What would you do?
UUCMP is an active advocate of social justice projects that
If you were a city father/mother entrusted with the welfare of
include
Orphan Productions, Inc. Safe Parking for people living in
your whole community, how would you vote if it came to sustaining
vehicles and the One Starfish Safe Parking Program for homeless
those who would continue sleeping and pooping in public if so
encouraged and/or allowed? If you were a social worker, case manager women who sleep overnight at local churches. Also, Interfaith
or director of a non-profit professionally empowered to help those who Homeless Emergency Lodging Programs (I-HELP) for both men and
women.
cannot or will not help themselves, how would you vote?
Suggested Karaoke party donations are $10 per individual or
Before deciding, imagine you are a gardener, working hard and
long to create a beautiful lawn that is suddenly decimated by gophers $15 per family. Contributions can be made at the time of the party or
after a well-meaning stroller-by feeds them without contemplating
sent by check to UUCMP, 490 Aguajito Rd., Carmel, CA 93923.
consequences.
Reservations are not required and people of all ages are invited.
If then-President Donald J. Trump had foreseen the outcome You are welcome to dress up in a costume if you are so moved. On the
of his calls for action, would he have kept his words that incited
night of the event, go to the events section on the website at https://
insurrection to himself? Who is impeaching whom?
uucmp.org/congregation-news/event/
While Todd’s sincere desire to share cars with homeless
###
women may be unimpeachable, could consequential inadvertent
“Homeless in Paradise” is a free public service self-funded and
offenses result in his impeachment (casting doubt on credibility) of
produced by independent journalist Wanda Sue Parrott. It appears
himself? For instance, this item came from a local homeless woman in Facebook, Nextdoor and the Cedar Street Times at www.
who said:
cedarstreettimes.com and on private email lists. If interested in
“A woman from Gathering For Women was in an accident that
being added to the list, submit your request to 831-899-5887,
demolished her car. Todd insisted on lending her a car. She doesn’t
amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com .
own it. It’s needed repairs at least three times already. She’s really
Copyright 2021 by Wanda Sue Parrott+
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Summer Camp Coming to the Museum of Natural History

Parents searching for summer camp experiences for kids curious about science
and the natural world will find abundant options through Pacific Grove Museum of
Natural History.
Small cohorts of campers will be led by two scientists on multiple summertime
adventures held in the museum, in the garden, and to nearby natural areas. Each day
will bring fun with friends and new experiences with science, nature, and local history.
Each week brings a new camp theme filled with science experiments, art projects,
games and activities designed to learn while having fun.
With the safety of campers, family and staff its top priority, the museum has put into
place practices that provide layers of protection, including: Masks, Handwashing or
hand sanitizing between each task, small, stable cohorts of campers, dividers between
campers when working at tables, outdoor learning spaces, and health screening for all
campers and staff each day.

Beginning June 14, the museum will offer the following camps:
· Explorers Camp (for those entering kindergarten through 2nd grade in the
fall), from 9 a.m.-noon.
· Field Scientists Camp (for those entering 3rd through 5th grade in the fall),
1-4 p.m.
Camp runs through July 30.
Camp fees for each week are $240 (members at family level and above), $265
(nonmembers). Scholarships are available. Camp fees include a backpack with individual supplies for each camper.
For discounted registration, become a Museum Family Member by visiting www.
pgmuseum.org/membership.
For more information on the 2021 summer camps, visit www.pgmusuem.org/
summer-camp.

Social DisDANCING with Dianne Lyle

Dianne Lyle of the DiFranco Dance Project, has been teaching dance in the area for 45
years. She teaches Afro-Latin Jazz Dance as part of Pacific Grove’s Recreation Department
Youth Activities for ages 7 to 18. Her classes have performed for First Night Monterey,
The Feast of Lanterns, and various local competitions. Three levels of classes are offered:
H.E.A.T. for advanced/professional, Beginners, and Intermediate/Advanced. Classes meet
M-F from 3:15 to 5 pm at Caledonia Park. For information on joining a class, call the PG Rec
Dept. at (831) 648-3134 or email recreation@cityofpacificgrove.org.Photos by Gary

Baley

Join the Junior Naturalist Club as it takes a virtual look at animal skulls
through PG Museum to You
The Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History is eagerly awaiting to reopen, but
in the meantime the fun and learning continues on its website. Last March the popular
downtown museum launched its innovative Museum to You virtual programming. It
continues to be a resourceful digital solution to help entertain and enlighten the community during the pandemic. The programs provide an interactive museum experience
with virtual science education on topics such as “Bug Out With Bree!” “Create With
Us,” “Exploring the Coast with Hannah” and other interactive programming hosted by
museum staff and educators. The program links can be accessed here."
Here’s what’s coming up next:
Thursday, Feb. 11
Create With Us, 11 a.m. — Monterey County is home to hundreds of bird species
year round. Tune it to learn how to make a kid-friendly flying bird craft! Join us for
family-friendly kitchen table crafts using materials found in your home. Stay tuned for
the video link.
Saturday, Feb. 13
Junior Naturalist Club: Mushroom Walk, 10 a.m.-noon — Join us virtually as
California Naturalist Joseph Narvaez guides us on a mushroom walk and reveals the
hidden world of local fungi. Come learn about the important role these organisms play
in our local ecosystems and where to find them! To RSVP and receive details, please
contact the Museum's Community Science and Outreach Coordinator Jaclyn Schneider
or join the club.
Thursday, Feb. 18
Exploring the Coast: Live Chat with a Scientist, 5-6 p.m. — Join Hannah live on
Instagram (@pgmusuem) as our LiMPETS Program Coordinator chats with local marine
scientists on their research and how they got their start in marine science.
Thursday, Feb. 25
Bug Out with Bree! 11 a.m. — Join our Community Science Specialist as she tours
her local neighborhood and beyond to discover the different insects, arachnids, and other
creepy crawlers that live there.
Hardcore Natural History Series: Sea Level Rise with Dr. Doug Smith, 6-7 p.m. —
Global sea level rose nearly 400 feet in the past 18,000 years. In response, the coastline
of southern Monterey Bay eroded 10 miles east to its present position. Coastal erosion
continues unabated today under the combined stress of winter storm waves, high tides,

and rising sea level. Sea level rise predictions indicate that coastal erosion will accelerate
in the near future. Join us as we speak to a Dr. Doug Smith, a professor in the Applied
Environmental Science Department at CSU Monterey Bay. His recent research projects
include using drone photogrammetry and other precise survey technology to quantify
annual and catastrophe-driven landscape change. Admission is free, but the suggested
donation is $15 per person. Audience members must register online by 5 pm on the day
of the event to receive a Zoom link.
Saturday, Feb. 27
Science Saturday: Animal Athletes, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. — This highest-jumping,
fastest-flying, strongest-biting Science Saturday of the year focuses on the Olympians
in the animal kingdom. From falcons to mountain lions, and beetles to beavers, every
athlete has a story to tell. Join us for crafts, activities, and science as we sprint, jump,
and dive into the world of Animal Athletes!
Thursday, March 11
Create With Us, 11 a.m. — When it comes to athletic fish, sharks are definitely at
the top. Tune in to learn how to make a "swimming" fish using paper, scissors, and glue.
Saturday, March 20
Junior Naturalist Club: Virtual Skull Exploration, noon — Join us virtually as we
examine a variety of local animal skulls. We will use characteristic clues to determine
who they belong to and why each skull is so different. To RSVP and receive details,
please contact the Museum's Community Science and Outreach Coordinator Jaclyn
Schneider or join the club.
Saturday, March 27
Science Saturday: Bees, Wasps, Honey and Hives, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. — Explore the
sweet-side of science as Science Saturday turns its attention to Bees, Wasps, Honey
and Hives. Do all bees make honey? How do you tell a wasp from a bee? Do all bees
sting? Find the answers to all of your buzzing questions as you complete a craft, and
learn about some of our most important local pollinators.
Saturday, April 24
Science Saturday: Day of the Dinosaur, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. — Prepare for time-travel
during this prehistoric Science Saturday, when we’ll set our sights on the age of the
dinosaurs. This event will feature fossils, footprints, and more as we learn what made
the dinosaurs so successful, and also what led to their extinction.
For more information visit www.pgmuseum.org.
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of Carmel Valley. Two days later, he was found, “…under a tree in
a sort of stupor,” by two retired sea captains, Jonathan Wright and
Anson Smith, beekeepers who also grew grapes and peaches on
land rented from Bradley Varnum Sargent.
Wright kept a herd of goats and Smith hunted grizzly bears.
Stevenson credited Wright with saving his life. There, in the little
cabin Stevenson rested, “in an upper-chamber, nearly naked, with
flies crawling all over me and a clinking of goat bells in my ears.”
Local folklore maintained that when the pirate Hippolyte de
Bouchard raided Mission San Carlos in Carmel, in November 1818,
the Catholic padres received sufficient advance notice (some say
from “friendly Indians”) that they were able to clandestinely bury
their gold and other valuables in the sands near the mouth of the
Carmel River, and successfully avoided detection.
Stevenson heard the story about the pirate de Bouchard and, in
December 1879, he visited the ruins of Mission Carmel with a local
Chinese guide. He attempted to find the padres’ buried gold himself,
searching in the dunes and marshes at the mouth of the Carmel
River. Stevenson didn’t find any gold, but the experience inspired
him to write a book. Stevenson was impressed by the Portuguese
whaling station at Point Lobos, with its distinctive whaler’s knoll,
and used it as the model for Spyglass Mountain in his novel, Treasure
Island, published in 1890.
*

l

*

Doc Roberts remembered, back in the 1890s, an old rancher who
lived on a bluff high above the ocean on the Big Sur coast. The old
rancher married an 18-year-old girl, whom he subjected to verbal
abuse and physical brutality. The neighbors couldn’t stand him and
pitied his unfortunate young wife.
One day the rancher broke his leg, so they sent for Doc Roberts.
Robert came down to Big Sur to set the rancher’s leg. Roberts made
several follow up visits, but with each visit he found he disliked the
old rancher more and more.
One sunny afternoon, on his way to the old man’s ranch, Roberts
came upon a lost and dehydrated cowboy crawling on his hands
and knees. The cowboy said that he’d come up the coast trail all the
way from San Luis Obispo. Doc Roberts could see he was sick and
starving, so he tied him to the back of his saddle and took him to
the home of the old rancher with the broken leg. Roberts told the
old rancher that, as part of his medical fee, he wanted the cowboy to
convalesce at the ranch until he recovered.
Three weeks later when he returned, Roberts observed that
rancher’s leg was healing nicely, but the old man still couldn’t walk.
The cowboy, on the other hand, had made a complete recovery, but
was faking further illness because he didn’t want to leave. So, Doc
Roberts arranged for the rancher to hire the cowboy as a farmhand.
Another three weeks elapsed before Roberts returned to make a
final check on the broken leg. Climbing the front steps, Roberts
heard the rancher’s voice coming from inside, screaming obscenities
at his young wife. Roberts waited patiently and professionally
outside on the porch, listening to the old rancher holler and curse.\
The rancher’s verbal tirade was suddenly interrupted by the sound
of breaking furniture, which was followed by complete silence. Then,
without warning, the front door swung open and the two men
came barreling out – first the old rancher and then the cowboy – the
cowboy lifting the rancher off of the ground by the back of his neck
and by his crotch. Moving rapidly across the yard to the edge of the
bluff, where the cowboy unceremoniously hurled the old rancher
over the cliff to his death.
The cowboy was casually strolling back to the house when he
happened to notice Doc Roberts for the first time, standing on the
porch. The cowboy smiled and calmly invited Doc Roberts inside
for a cup of coffee. The young wife appeared much relieved and
served the three of them coffee without saying a word. No charges
were ever filed. The old rancher was widely disliked and in truth, the
neighbors were all glad he was dead. A few weeks later, the cowboy
and the young widow were married.
It’s such a beautiful story, it hardly matters whether it’s true.
*

l

*
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A Friends of Hopkins sponsored public
web-talk by
Drew Harvell

Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology,
Cornell University

Ocean Outbreaks are heating
up with climate change
Drew’s talk focuses on how Infectious disease outbreaks of
the last 50 years have reshaped coral reefs, seagrass beds,
and our Pacific shorelines. Some of her new research shows
that tropical and temperate seagrasses can reduce the
bacterial pathogen load in today’s oceans. This combination
of natural history, ecology and detective work shows a new
way forward in discover more of nature’s superpowers for
stewardship of healthy oceans.

The Bookworks is planning to
have the speaker’s book “Ocean Outbreak” available for purchase should
anyone be interested.

Tuesday February 16, 7PM

Register for the event at: https://stanford.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_Pkfaavq5S5qK-W1UsYfRgw

Drew Harvell is a marine ecologist, confronting disease as a powerful
force that has been restructuring marine ecosystems, from extremely
climate-sensitive coral reef ecosystems to rocky intertidal shores to
temperate seagrasses. Drew’s book, Ocean Outbreak, investigates
four major marine disease epidemics, how the consequent changes
reverberate through the interactions of the ocean organisms themselves
and even come back to threaten our livelihood and health. It exposes
many of the raging challenges that face ocean health in today’s climate
but also shows how careful science and passion for answers can ratchet
us through a crisis. Drew has worked extensively on marine ecology in
the Caribbean, tropical Pacific and the blustery Pacific Northwest.
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Birdwatching with guest
scientists

Sunny Day on Sinex

Last summer we went birdwatching on our Aviary Cam with guest scientists Chelsea
Connor, Danielle Belleny, Sheridan Alford and Juita Martinez as a part of #BlackBirdersWeek. We had a wonderful time nerding out over birds and talking with these women
about their scientific careers and areas of interest.

Girl Scouts and Brownie Scouts are prepared to meet your cookie needs.
These girls on Sinex have everything in stock. Photo by Gary Baley

A poster featuring the four birders who joined us for virtual birdwatching in the Aviary
for #BlackBirdersWeek

The art and science of raising cephalopods
Meet aquarists Catherine Traub, Elizabeth Lambert and Mary McCarthy. They’re
experts at raising some of our most alien residents — cephalopods! Keeping these octopus,
squid and cuttlefish happy and thriving is as
much of an art as it is a science. Learn about
how they tend to all their different “squid
kids” from egg to adulthood.

Regional Stay at Home Order
Ended for Pacific Grove Region

On January 25, 2021, officials with the California Department of Public Health
(CDPH) ended the Regional Stay at Home Order, lifting the order for all regions
statewide, including the three regions that had still been under the order – San Joaquin
Valley, Bay Area, and Southern California. Four-week I2CU capacity projections for
these three regions are above 15%, the threshold that allows regions to exit the order.
Pacific Grove is in the “Bay Area” region.
This action allows all counties statewide to return to the rules and framework of
the Blueprint for a Safer Economy and color-coded tiers that indicate which activities
and businesses are open based on local case rates and test positivity. The majority of
the counties are in the strictest, or purple tier. Tier updates are provided weekly on
Tuesdays. Individual counties could choose to impose stricter rules.
For more information on allowable activities visit https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
Because case rates remain high across most of the state, the state’s Hospital
Surge Order remains in place to prevent hospitals from becoming overwhelmed.
The Limited Stay at Home Order, which limits non-essential activities between the
hours of 10 p.m. and 5 a.m., expires with the Regional Stay At Home Order ending.
COVID-19 remains widespread, so please remember to continue taking safety
precautions.

Take Out & Dine In!

Support the Friends from Home!

La Mia Cucina is offering Take Out Dinners that will benefit
Friends of Pacific Grove Public Library

Wednesday and Thursday February 24th & 25th

Please call in your To Go Order By 6:30pm Pick up 5:15 to 7:00
Full Menu available including wine!

Practice
La Mia Cucina 208 17th Street Pacific Grove

373-2416

lamiacucinaristorante.com

Social

Distancing

