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LIBRARY EVENTS
10:00am Tuesday:

LIve Zoom Preschool Stories (Ages 
2-5)

3:30pm Wednesday:
Recorded Crafternoon! video (Ages 

4-14)

11:00am Thursday:
Recorded Baby Rhyme video

(Ages Birth-2)  

Second Tuesday of the month 
is

Music by MaryLee at 11:00am

Please visit  https://www.
pacificgrovelibrary.org/calendar  for 

details.
•

•
Our Next Print Issue will be 

April 30, 2021
•

SEE KNOCKING Page 3
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• 

•
Middle School Essay Contest 

– Earth Day
English essay contest for Pacific 

Grove Middle Schoolers. The theme 
of the contest is “Earth Day.”

Details on Page 11
•

•

End of the Month 
Deadline

Library Lego Challenge
This month:

Create a Mars Rover

We are sorry to report that 
Bank of America decided to per-
manently close the branch located 
in downtown Pacific Grove at 601 
Lighthouse Avenue. Your Chamber 
is working on retaining the ATM 
in town as well as ensuring that the 
future use complements the business 
mix.

Thank you.

Lost Bicycles
Page 17

Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Year 
Without Knocking on Doors
By Nathaniel Pierce

It’s been one year since Jehovah’s Witness-
es worldwide adjusted their hallmark methods 
of sharing comfort and hope from the scriptures 
due to the pandemic.

For many, the change from ringing door-
bells and knocking on doors to making phone 
calls and writing letters expanded and invigo-
rated their ministry.

“Witnesses have embraced this shift, find-
ing the good in these trying times,” said Joseph 
Castano, who reports a 30 percent increase in 
the Witnesses’ preaching activity in his region 
of northern Virginia and nearby parts of West 
Virginia. “In fact, I hear many saying, ‘I’m able 
to do more now.’”

In March 2020, the some 1.3 million 
Witnesses in the United States suspended their 
door-to-door and face-to-face forms of public 

ministry and moved congregation meetings to 
videoconferencing. 

“It has been a very deliberate decision based on two principles: our respect for life 
and love of neighbor,” said Robert Hendriks, U.S. spokesman for Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
“But we are still witnesses and, as such, we must testify about our faith. So it was inev-
itable that we would find a way to continue our work.” 

In the bitterly cold winters of Arden Hills, Minnesota, Terri Whitmore normally 
bundles up for the door-to-door ministry in a long down coat and snow boots—sometimes 
with removable cleats to help navigate icy sidewalks. 

Now she sits at her dining room table, sips on hot tea, and calls people on her cell 
phone to share the same message. In December, she conducted more than twice as many 
Bible studies than in any prior month. “I’m having a blast,” she said. “After a nice phone 
call, it energizes you. You can’t wait to make the next call.” 

Her “go-to” topics for conversation with her neighbors are COVID-19, civil unrest, 
and government. “Some people feel like they have nothing secure to hold on to,” she 
said. “The power of God’s word is amazing. You can just share a scripture and you feel 
like they’re settling down.” 

Nearly 51,000 people in the United States last year made a request for a Witness to 
contact them, either through a local congregation or jw.org, the organization’s official 
website, according to Hendriks. Since the outbreak, the Witnesses have followed up on 
these requests via letters and phone calls instead of in-person visits. 

“Our love for our neighbors is stronger than ever,” said Hendriks. “In fact, I think 
we have needed each other more than ever. We are finding that people are perplexed, 
stressed, and feeling isolated. Our work has helped many regain a sense of footing – even 
normalcy – at a very unsettled time.” 

A sense of normalcy is exactly how a local Witness described the feeling she gets 
from her religious activity. Sarah Cruz, a resident of Seaside, California, has lived in 
Monterey County all her life. She used to have a regular schedule of sharing her faith 

Court orders Monterey County to 
rescind Cal-Am desal approvals 
County must reconsider permit in light of environmental 
impacts and uncertain water source 
Paula Riso, Marina Coast Water District 

The Superior Court of California, County of Monterey has ordered the County to rescind all approvals relating to the desalination 
project proposed by California American 
Water Company (Cal-Am). The decision 
upholds the Court’s ruling from earlier 
this year that the County violated the 
California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). The Court found that the County 
essentially approved the desal project 
without identifying a water source, an 
action that “seemed to defy logic and 
common sense.” 

The County’s CEQA violation adds 
up to a non-compliant statement of over-
riding considerations (SOC)—a require-
ment that a decision-making agency detail 
its process of weighing a project’s overall 
benefits (economic, social, technological) 
against any significant environmental 
impacts. 

In its most recent ruling, the Court 
denied a request from Cal-Am and the 
County to isolate or “sever” the SOC 
aspect of the permit and correct it retroac-
tively. But the Court determined that the 
SOC cannot be remedied after the fact. 
Marina Coast Water District (MCWD) 
urged the Court to uphold its initial ruling, 
arguing that an SOC provides the founda-
tion for an agency’s decision as to wheth-
er or not it will approve a project. MCWD 
believed that Cal-Am’s and the County’s 
proposed severing solution would further 
violate CEQA and undermine the Court’s 
initial decision. 

“We’re pleased the Court validated 
our concerns and saw clearly why approv-
al had to be wholly rescinded,” said Jan 
Shriner, president of the MCWD Board 
of Directors. 

In its original ruling, the Court found 
that at the time the County approved the 
desal project, the City of Marina had 
already denied the water source permit 
needed by Cal-Am. Though Cal-Am had 
appealed the City’s denial to the Cali-
fornia Coastal Commission, whether or 
not Cal-Am would be able to obtain the 
source water analyzed in the EIR had 
become “uncertain and speculative.” 

Following the County’s approval of 
the desal plant, two Coastal Commission 
staff reports recommended denial of Cal-
Am’s appeal of the City’s decision not 
to grant Cal-Am a water source permit. 
In the latest staff report recommending 

SEE RECISSION Page 3

Sarah Cruz
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Skillshots

Joan Skillman

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal 
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It  is 
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is available 
at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.

Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Staff Manager • Gary Baley

Graphic Design: Marge Ann Jameson
Distribution Manager: Marge Ann Jameson • Mike Garcia

Regular Contributors: Bill Cohen • Karen Paull 
 Joy Colangelo • Bruce Cowan • Scott Dick 
 Neil Jameson • David Laws • Bob Pacelli 

Wanda Sue Parrott • Jean Prock • Jane Roland • Katie Shain • Peter Silzer 
Bob Silverman • Joan Skillman • Rudolph Tenenbaum 

All contents copyright 2020 unless otherwise noted.

831.324.4742 Phone 
editor@cedarstreettimes.com

   Week Ending Wednesday,  March 31, 2021
 
       Inches, as of 8 AM, 3/31/21:                     0”           
          Total since  July 1, 2020:                   8.26”  
        Rain total one  year ago to date:              18.07”
  _______________________________________________
 
Previous Year Total--July 2019 through June 2020:       22” 

PG RAIN GAUGEPG RAIN GAUGE

This charming two-bedroom, two-bath 1325ft2  Victorian built in 1905 has 
a historical plaque. It has been thoroughly renewed with lovely wide plank 
original floors freshly refinished. A living room with high ceilings and bay 
windows, fireplace with mantel and gas logs, formal dining room, kitchen 
with gas stove, d/w, disposal, pantry cabinet, French doors opening to 
enclosed back paver courtyard, lockable walk-in and bike access gate. New 
tankless hot water heater. New laminated wood floors in kitchen, baths and 
laundry. Renovated attic bonus room with skylights and closet adds about 350 
usable sq ft. Ocean view from front yard and street. Short walk to quaint PG 
village, restaurants, theater shopping, and Robert Down Elementary school. 
$1,075,000 call Barbara 408-506-5102 to schedule a viewing.

Charming Victorian for Sale
Complete with Green Plaque

Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy. 
Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents. 

PG RAIN GAUGE
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Laning Yang
Obituary

The best private collection of
classic motorcycles

on the Central Coast
on public display in a museum setting

in beautiful Pacific Grove.
Jameson’s Classic Motorcycle Museum

More than 40 motorcycles,
scooters, and sidecars

Revolving display  + permanent collection
OPEN WEEKENDS 10-5

305 Forest Ave.
Acorss from City Hall, but a lot more fun

Did you miss us?
Reopening May 19!

Pacific Grove cottage fixer
   806 19th  Street
2 bedrooms/1 bath   $600,000

Pacific Grove cottage fixer • 806 19th  Street
2 bedrooms/1 bath   $600,000

Joy Welch

SOLD 665,000

Laning Yang
September 8, 1932 — March 31, 2021

On a bright Carmel day, Laning Yang (born Lin Laning) cast off the weight of 
her body with her only child Belle curled up next to her in bed in the house she lived 
in for 45 years. Even in her last hours, when Belle kissed Laning on her lips, Laning 
kissed her back. In death her face with its high, rounded cheekbones was beautiful to 
behold.

Photo by Joseph Yang

Laning and Joseph Yang

with people at local markets and at their homes. After the start of the pandemic, Cruz, 
like many in Seaside, was asked to not return to work until further notice. 

Cruz began sharing her faith via phone calls and letters. She expressed that sharing 
a positive message from the Bible has “helped to keep my own anxieties under control.” 
Her neighbors tend to agree with her sentiments; many have expressed how her calls 
have given them something positive to think about for a change. 

Nearly a year into the pandemic, Cruz suffered another tragedy – the loss of her 
father. She concluded, “I can’t imagine going through this year without hope. I know 
that people are going through the same things that I’ve experienced, and since the 
Bible’s hope is what has really anchored me, I want to share it with others.”

In the rural areas of Salina, Kansas, where the wheat and corn fields stretch for 
acres, the Milbradt family sometimes drives miles from one house to the next to reach 
their neighbors. Now, instead of buying gasoline to fill up their vehicle for the ministry, 
they spend money on paper, envelopes, stamps, and crayons.  

“We look for ways to add variety to our ministry,” said Zeb Milbradt. He and his 
wife, Jenny, help their boys—Colton, 8, and Benjamin, 6—write letters to children’s 
book authors, local police, and hospital workers. Sometimes the boys even include with 
the letters hand-drawn pictures of the Bible’s promise of a global paradise.

“We’ve been able to get the message to people who we wouldn’t necessarily reach 
otherwise,” said Jenny Milbradt. 

A letter Benjamin sent to nurses at a regional health center included a quote from 
the Bible’s prophecy at Isaiah 33:24 of a coming time when no one will say, “I am sick.” 
The center’s marketing secretary replied to Benjamin, informing him that she scanned 
and emailed his letter to 2,000 employees. It “made so many people smile,” she said.

Witnesses have also made a concerted effort to check on distant friends and fami-
ly—sometimes texting links to Bible-based articles on jw.org that cover timely topics, 
such as isolation, depression, and how to beat pandemic fatigue. 

“Former Bible students have started studying again,” said Tony Fowler, who helps 
organize the ministry in the northern portion of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula.

“Colleagues at work have now started to show interest. Some have started Bible 
studies with family members who showed very little interest before the pandemic.” 

Castano has been reaching out to Witnesses who had long ago stopped associating 
with fellow Witnesses. “The pandemic has reignited their spirituality,” he said, adding 
that many are attending virtual meetings with some sharing in telephone witnessing and 
letter writing even after decades of inactivity. “It’s been pretty outstanding,” he said.

denial (August 25, 2020), the Coastal Commission’s staff found numerous problems 
with Cal-Am’s proposed desal plant, including the expected impacts to environmen-
tally sensitive dune habitat; groundwater drawdown beneath vernal ponds and wet-
lands; placement of anchors on the ocean floor for monitoring buoys; Cal-Am’s lack 
of groundwater rights or access to a pipeline to deliver the water; and environmental 
injustice issues. 

About Marina Coast Water District 
The Marina Coast Water District (MCWD) was formed in 1960 as the Marina 

County Water District by a group of local citizens. It was first a municipal-owned wa-
ter system with boundaries to coincide with the existing Marina Fire District. In 1966, 
voters authorized the sale of water bonds to acquire a public-owned water company 
serving the area. With the closure of the Fort Ord military base in 1997, the Army 
contracted MCWD to operate its water and wastewater systems and, in 2001, officially 
transferred the systems to MCWD. MCWD has since improved water distribution and 
storage efficiency while decreasing operating costs. Today, MCWD is governed by a 
five-member board of directors elected by the voters. For more information, please 
visit www.mcwd.org. 

PRecission From Page 1
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She was born September 8, 1932 in Yu-ch’i (Fish Pond) deep in the mountains 
of Taiwan, which was then under Japanese colonization. Her ancestry was Hakka, 
Hokkien Han Chinese with a trace of Hmong. But early in her life her entire family 
was adopted by the Setoguchi family, a samurai clan from Kyushu.

In 1938 her family sailed across Taiwan Strait on the Canton Maru (the ship 
was sunk by Americans two months later) to occupied Canton where her father was 
a teacher at a Japanese girl’s school. After Japan’s surrender, her family booked a 
return passage to Taiwan, but masses of refugees swarmed the ship and displaced 
them. They lived in the rubble of bombed-out Canton for nine months. The fam-
ily ultimately returned to Taiwan with only the clothes they were wearing and no 
shoes, because at typhoon-churned sea washed over the deck and took most of their 
belongings.

At 13 Laning began teaching Mandarin Chinese, standing on a box so her 
students, who were adult aboriginal people, could see her above the podium.

At age 18, after attending normal school, Laning began teaching in T’ai-tung 
City. There Laning fell in love and married her colleague Yang Zuwu—Joseph 
Yang—a tall striking Manchurian refugee from the mainland. When she won one 
of twelve coveted scholarships to attend prestigious Taipei Normal University, the 
couple moved to the capital Taipei. In 1960 Yang Xuan—Belle—was born to them. 
In 1964 the family of three moved to Tokyo where Joseph attended graduate school 
and Laning worked as an editor for a Chinese magazine. Two years later, under the 
auspices of the Hart-Celler Act, the family of three arrived in San Francisco with 80 
dollars, ultimately settling in Carmel, CA in 1971.

Laning worked side-by-side with her husband in an antiques and art gallery 
she and Joseph opened in which they showcased Joseph’s paintings and wire art.

In 1986, Laning and Joseph sent Belle to study art in Beijing and on her 
daughter’s return after the Tiananmen Massacre, Laning supported her career as a 
writer-illustrator. She inspired Belle with the stories of her own mother who saved 
small snippets of the umbilical cords of her babies. She edited Belle’s adult and chil-
dren’s illustrated books on Joseph’s life as a refugee fleeing the ravages of war-torn 
China. She kept the peace between father and daughter.

She hung on to life for two years after the death of Joseph in 2019, knowing 
her own continued presence would be ballast to her daughter’s future. The moth-
er-daughter pair could be seen along Scenic Drive in Carmel, Belle pushing Laning 
in a transport chair as the latter’s lovely smile greeted people they met by the water. 
Belle believes her mother is a bodhisattva. Although she was a property owner, 
Laning never considered anything hers. She left the Earth with three drawers neatly 
lined with pill bottles, a few pairs of knitting needles and some knickknacks.
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“No-Shows” Affect Vaccine Schedule
The two-day vaccination clinic hosted by Natividad Medical Center at Everett 

Alvarez High School in North Salinas vaccinated a total of 7,889 residents.
To maximize the use of available vaccine, these clinics were opened to those age 

16 and older. As you may have heard, there were 380 no shows for the Saturday clinic, 
which prompted organizers to open an additional 500 appointments for Sunday and 
allow those who could not make appointments to ‘walk in’ at the end of the day for 
available vaccine.  

On Sunday, there were a total of 700 no shows, but thanks to approximately 200 
walk ins, only 500 doses of vaccine were returned safely to the hospital for use in 
clinics this coming week.  

There are vaccination clinics currently open for appointments in south Montey 
County and you can check for upcoming clinics and vaccine options at  www.mcvac-
cinate.com

Maia Carroll
Communications Coordinator

County of Monterey

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

File Number 20210737
The following person is doing business as 
THE ESSENTIAL MAMA BIRTH WORKS 
& PHOTOGRAPHY, 605 Fountain Ave. 
Apt B, Pacific Grove, Monterey County, CA 
93950: Alexandra Cleo Marie Beleche at 
same mailing. This statement was filed with 
the clerk of Monterey County on 03/19/21. 
This business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name listed 
above on 03/01/21. Signed: Alexandra Bel-
eche. 
Publication dates: 04/09/21, 04/16/21, 
04/23/21, 04/30/21. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

File Number 20210872
The following person is doing business as 
TOURS MONTEREY, WINE TROLLEY, 
GHOST TOUR OF OLD MONTEREY, 
TOURS CARMEL, MONTEREY WINE 
TROLLEY, CARMEL WINE TROLLEY, 
TASTE CARMEL VALLEY, VILLAGE 
WINERIES, 303 Country Club Drive, Car-
mel Valley, Monterey County, CA 93924: 
Gary Douglas Munsinger at same mailing. 
This statement was filed with the clerk of 
Monterey County on 04/05/21. This business 
is conducted by an individual. Registrant 
commenced to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed above on 
02/02/02. Signed: Gary Munsinger. 
Publication dates: 04/09/21, 04/16/21, 
04/23/21, 04/30/21. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

File Number 20210877
The following person is doing business as 
LIFE CARE ASSISTANT, 469 Monroe St 
#4, Monterey, Monterey County, CA 93940: 
Jo Anne Roth at 565 Hartnell St #525, 
Monterey, CA, 93940. This statement was 
filed with the clerk of Monterey County on 
04/05/21. This business is conducted by an 
individual. Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on 04/05/21. Signed: Jo Anne 
Roth. 
Publication dates: 04/09/21, 04/16/21, 
04/23/21, 04/30/21. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

File Number 20210808
The following person is doing business as 
COAST TO COAST TOWING, 224 Pen-
insula Dr, Marina, Monterey County, CA 
93933: Farris Yusuf Rezak at same mailing. 
This statement was filed with the clerk of 
Monterey County on 03/29/21. This business 
is conducted by an individual. Registrant 
commenced to transact business under the 
fictitious business name listed above on N/A. 
Signed: Farris Yusuf Rezak. 
Publication dates: 04/09/21, 04/16/21, 
04/23/21, 04/30/21. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

File Number 20210417
The following person is doing business as 
Dr. COURTNEY MUSSER DTCM, LAC, 
700 Cass St #116, Monterey, Monterey 
County, CA 93940: Courtney Elizabeth 
Maxine Musser at 247 Bennett Ct., Marina, 
CA, 93933. This statement was filed with the 
clerk of Monterey County on 02/06/21. This 
business is conducted by an individual. Reg-
istrant commenced to transact business under 
the fictitious business name listed above on 
N/A. Signed: Courtney Musser. 
Publication dates: 04/09/21, 04/16/21, 
04/23/21, 04/30/21. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

File Number 20210430
The following person is doing business as 
MONTEREY PICKLE COMPANY, 535 
Hartnell St., Monterey, Monterey County, 
CA 93940: Stephen Prodes at PO Box 4046, 
Monterey, CA, 93942. This statement was 
filed with the clerk of Monterey County on 
02/17/21. This business is conducted by an 
individual. Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on N/A. Signed: Steven Prodes. 
Publication dates: 04/09/21, 04/16/21, 
04/23/21, 04/30/21. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

File Number 20210734
The following person is doing business as 
GABI’S HOME SWEET HOME, 931 Syida 
Drive, Pacific Grove, Monterey County, CA 
93950: Gabriela Figueiredo Pereira at same 
mailing. This statement was filed with the 
clerk of Monterey County on 03/19/21. This 
business is conducted by an individual. Reg-
istrant commenced to transact business under 
the fictitious business name listed above 
on 03/02/20. Signed: Gabriela Figueiredo 
Pereira. 
Publication dates: 04/09/21, 04/16/21, 
04/23/21, 04/30/21. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

File Number 20210815
The following person is doing business as 
PACIFIC SMOG, 2039 Del Monte Blvd., 
Seaside, Monterey County, CA 93955: IG&A 
CA at 1484 Sunridge Ct, Hollister, CA, 
95023. This statement was filed with the 
clerk of Monterey County on 03/29/21. This 
business is conducted by a corporation. Reg-
istrant commenced to transact business under 
the fictitious business name listed above on 
N/A. Signed: Kristian A Galiguis, CFO. 
Publication dates: 04/09/21, 04/16/21, 
04/23/21, 04/30/21. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

File Number 20210826
The following person is doing business as 
GLOVER CONSULTING, 307 Park St, 
Pacific Grove, Monterey County, CA 93950: 
Shawn Devin Glover at 307 Park St, Pacif-
ic Grove, CA, 93950. This statement was 
filed with the clerk of Monterey County on 
03/30/21. This business is conducted by an 
individual. Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on N/A. Signed: Shawn Devin 
Glover. 
Publication dates: 04/09/21, 04/16/21, 
04/23/21, 04/30/21. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File Number 20210754
The following person is doing business as PEZZINI 
BERRY FARMS, 1522 Constitution Blvd. #321, Sa-
linas, Monterey County, CA 93905: Paul V Pezzini at 
same mailing. This statement was filed with the clerk 
of Monterey County on 03/22/21. This business is 
conducted by an individual. Registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on 09/01/99. Signed: Paul Pezzini. 
Publication dates: 04/16/21, 04/23/21, 04/30/21, 
05/07/21. 

Amber Caron, Sean Sullivan

National nonprofit  Wreaths Across 
America  (WAA) is proud to announce the 
signing of a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) with the  Gold Star Wives of 
America, Inc.,  (GSW) in an  effort to build 
a stronger awareness for each group’s 
common missions, while supporting edu-
cational events throughout the nation that 
will help teach lessons of character and 
patriotism to the next generation.

Founded in 2007, and headquartered 
in  Columbia Falls, Maine, WAA is best 
known for its annual wreath-laying cere-
mony at Arlington National Cemetery, and 
now more than 2,500 additional locations 
nationwide, and the yearlong efforts to 
support its mission to Remember the 
fallen, Honor those who serve and their 
families, and Teach the next generation 
the value of freedom. GSW is a Congres-
sionally Chartered nonprofit service orga-
nization established 1945. Its mission is to  
exist to preserve and enhance benefits to 
surviving United States Military spouses 
and children; to  help its members and their 
children face the future with courage and 
determination; and to honor the memory 
of their military spouses who made the 
ultimate sacrifice.

The signed MOU between the two 
groups outlines nine key agreements, such 
as establishment of a steering committee 
with a representative from each organiza-
tion, and collaborative volunteer efforts to 
provide opportunities for joint event and 
community service activities that bring 
awareness to both groups’ missions.  

“Since WAA was founded, Gold Star 
Wives have been involved in the mission 
and its members play an important part 
in the sharing the stories of character and 
service we hope to teach to the country,” 
said  Karen Worcester, executive director 
of WAA. “This official partnership is long 
overdue, and I’m eager to start our work 
together. Our combined efforts will no 
doubt help to shape and inform the next 
generation of patriots.”

The current National President of 
GSW, Nancy Menagh, has devoted her life 
to service, not only as a military spouse 

supporting her husband, Captain Philip 
S. Menagh, United States Marine Corps, 
but continuing on long after his passing 
and teaching her children the importance 
of sacrifice and character – both served 
in the United States Air Force. She said, 
“Our membership is made up of the men 
and women left behind.  While our loved 
one made the supreme sacrifice, we are the 
ones left to live that sacrifice every day.  
We are an organization that serves…our 
spouses served and we serve!”

This year, National Wreaths Across 
America Day will take place on Saturday, 
December 18, 2021, at over 2,500 partici-
pating locations nationwide. “The experi-
ence of placing a wreath at the final resting 
place of one of our nation’s veterans and 
understanding the healing that this simple 
gesture has for so many families and the 
opportunity it provides to share the stories 
of these heroes, makes this an important 
partnership,” Nancy concluded.  

About Wreaths Across America 
Wreaths Across America is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization founded to contin-
ue and expand the annual wreath-laying 
ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery 
begun by Maine businessman  Morrill 
Worcester in 1992. The organization’s 
mission  – Remember, Honor, Teach –  is 
carried out in part each year by coordinat-
ing wreath-laying ceremonies in Decem-
ber at Arlington, as well as at thousands of 
veterans’ cemeteries and other  locations 
in all 50 states  and beyond.  For more 
information or to sponsor a wreath please 
visit  www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

About Gold Star Wives of America
Gold Star Wives of America, Inc. 

exists to preserve and enhance benefits to 
surviving United States Military spouses 
and children; to  help our members and 
their children face the future with cour-
age and determination; and to honor the 
memory of our military spouses who made 
the ultimate sacrifice.  Gold Star Wives of 
America, Inc. works with the United States 
Congress to assure recognition of our 
unique organization which seeks benefits 
on behalf of the surviving spouses and 
children.  For more information, please 
visit  www.goldstarwives.org.

  

Wreaths Across America and 
Gold Star Wives of America, 
Inc.  Enter Partnership  
Nonprofits agree to work together to help 
support common missions for veterans and 
their families.
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State Officials Announce Latest COVID-19 Facts
Vaccine Eligibility Update

As of April 1, individuals aged 50+ 
are eligible to make an appointment, 
and individuals 16+ will be eligible to 
make an appointment to be vaccinated 
starting on April 15. To sign up for a 
notification when you’re eligible for a 
vaccine, please visit  myturn.ca.gov. For 
more information on the vaccine effort, 
visit  Vaccinate All 58.

Tracking Variants
Multiple variants of the virus that 

causes COVID-19 have been identi-
fied globally during the COVID-19 
pandemic. These genetic mutations 
are expected, and some emerge and 
then disappear, while others persist 
or become common. Most variants do 
not have a meaningful impact. Public 
health becomes concerned about a 
variant when it affects COVID-19 
transmission, severity, testing, treatment 
or vaccine effectiveness. Get more 
information on the  variants CDPH is 
currently monitoring.

Blueprint for a Safer Economy
All counties are under the rules and 

framework of the  Blueprint for a Safer 
Economy  and color-coded tiers that 
indicate which activities and businesses 
are open based on local case rates and 
test positivity. As always, local public 
health departments may implement 
policies that are more restrictive than 
the state.  
Blueprint Summary  (as of April 13)
1 county in the Purple (widespread) Tier
21 counties in the Red (substantial) Tier
33 counties in Orange (moderate) Tier
3 counties in Yellow (minimal) Tier

Blueprint tiers are updated weekly 
on Tuesdays
ADDITIONAL DATA & 

UPDATES
Tracking COVID-19 in California

State Dashboard  – Daily COVID-19 
dataSafe Schools for All

Governor Gavin Newsom launched 
the  Safe Schools for All Hub  as a one-
stop shop for information about safe 
in-person instruction. The state has 
updated its schools reopening maps to 
include outbreak data by school dis-
trict. View the data for public schools 
by selecting a specific district on the  
School Districts Reopening Map. The 
map includes reported outbreaks since 
January 1, 2021.

Travel Advisory Updated
California updated its  travel advi-

sory  on April 1, removing the previous 
recommendation that Californians not 
travel more than 120 miles from one’s’ 
place of residence. Postponing travel 
and staying home is the best way to pro-

tect yourself and others from COVID-19, 
and Californians should continue to avoid 
non-essential travel outside of the state. 
Non-essential travelers from other states 
or countries are strongly discouraged from 
entering California and should follow 
CDC travel guidance related to testing and 
self-quarantine.

Health Care Workers
As of April 12, local health depart-

ments have reported 104,794 confirmed 
positive cases in health care workers and 
447 deaths statewide.

Testing Turnaround Time
The  testing turnaround time dash-

board  reports how long California patients 
are waiting for COVID-19 test results. 
During the week of March 28 to April 3, 
the average time patients waited for test 
results was just under one day. During this 
same time period, 84% of patients received 
test results in one day and 98% received 
them within two days.

Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome 
in Children (MIS-C)

As of April 12, there have been 470 
cases of  Multisystem Inflammatory 
Syndrome in Children (MIS-C)  reported 
statewide. MIS-C is a rare inflammatory 
condition associated with COVID-19 
that can damage multiple organ systems. 
MIS-C can require hospitalization and be 
life threatening.

Your Actions Save Lives
Protect yourself, family, friends and 

your community by following these pre-
vention measures:

If you are experiencing  symptoms 
of COVID-19  (fever, cough, shortness of 
breath, fatigue, muscle or body aches), call 
your health care provider.

If you believe you have been exposed, 
get tested.  Free, confidential testing  is 
available statewide.

Get vaccinated  when it’s your turn.
Limit interactions to people who live 

in your household and follow state and 
local public health guidance.

Wear a mask and  get the most out 
of masking  – an effective mask has both 
good fit and good filtration.

Avoid non-essential travel and stay 
close to home;  self-quarantine  for 10 days 
after arrival if you leave the state.

Wash hands with soap and water for 
at least 20 seconds.

Avoid close contact with people who 
are sick and stay home from work, school 
and other people if you feel ill.

Add your phone to the fight by signing 
up for COVID-19 exposure notifications 
from  CA Notify.

Answer the call or text if a  contact 
tracer  from the CA COVID Team or your 
local health department tries to connect.

www.cdph.ca.gov

  
 The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) released the most recent 

statistics on COVID-19, including updated data and tiers for reducing COVID-19 in 
the state under the  Blueprint for a Safer Economy.

Blueprint Tier Assignments  
Four counties are moving to a less restrictive tier, although local public health de-

partments may implement policies that are more restrictive than the state. From Purple 
(widespread) to Red (substantial): Inyo. From Red (substantial) to Orange (moderate): 
Kern and Lake. From Orange (moderate) to Yellow (minimal): Lassen. No counties 
moved to a more restrictive tier. One county remains in the Purple (widespread) tier, 
21 in the Red (substantial) tier, 33 in the Orange (moderate) tier and three are in the 
Yellow (minimal) tier.

Today’s calculations account for a change in the Blueprint framework that helps 
counties maintain their current tier status despite small changes in data. A county must 
have both a case rate and a testing positivity rate in a more restrictive tier for two con-
secutive weeks before potentially being assigned to a more restrictive tier. CDPH now 
also reviews hospitalization data before making the final assignment.

Updated Activity & Business Tiers for Fully Vaccinated Persons
Today, the state added an  addendum to the Activity & Business Tiers Chart  to 

provide businesses with opportunities to adopt higher capacities by increasing capacity 
limits in facilities or sections of facilities where all guests have been tested or are fully 
vaccinated. In addition, physical distancing is not required in sections where all guests 
are fully vaccinated. These updates allow large event operators to admit higher capacities 
within their facilities. Additionally, fully vaccinated persons from out of state may visit 
or attend activities or events that are restricted to in-state visitors.

  
Statewide COVID-19 Data as of April 13
• California has 3,604,395 confirmed cases to date. Numbers may not represent true 

day-over-day change as reporting of test results can be delayed.
• There were 1,568 newly recorded confirmed cases Monday.
• The 7-day positivity rate is 1.5%.
• There have been 56,722,428 tests conducted in California. This represents an increase 

of 129,157 during the prior 24-hour reporting period.
• There have been 59,258 COVID-19 deaths since the start of the pandemic.

As of April 13, providers have reported administering a total of 23,243,392 vaccine 
doses statewide. The CDC reports that 28,799,070 doses have been delivered to entities 
within the state. Numbers do not represent true day-to-day change as reporting may 
be delayed. For more vaccination data, visit the  COVID-19 Vaccine Data Dashboard.

Pacific Grove man sentenced to five 
years in prison for domestic violence

People v. David Michael Burge; 20CR008469

Monterey County District Attor-
ney Jeannine M. Pacioni announced 
today that on Friday, April 9, 2021, 
the Honorable Stephanie E. Hulsey 
sentenced David Michael Burge 
to five years in state prison after a 
jury found him guilty of four felony 
charges, including the strangulation 
of a woman with whom he previ-
ously shared a dating relationship. 
In addition to this sentence, Judge 
Hulsey sentenced him to serve 
a consecutive three years, eight 
months in state prison for violations 
of his felony grants of probation. 
Burge will serve a total sentence, 
for all cases, of eight years, eight 
months in the custody of the Califor-
nia Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation.

The case was investigated by 
Officer Lee Doyle of the Monterey 
Police Department

David Michael Burge

Pacific Grove Library
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By Mike Garcia 

Pacific Grove vs. Greenfield Varsity Football April 14, 2021

Final Game of a Peculiar Season Ends in a Tie

It was hard fought between the two teams. The contest ended in a tie. The final score was 13-13. Greenfield got off to a 6-0 lead. It was a six yard run into the end zone 
by Greenfield’s number six. The extra point was blocked. At the end of the half, the score remained Greenfield 6, Pacific Grove 0. The lead switched in the second half when 
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Photo by John Cross

Photo by John Cross Photo by John Cross
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number 12 ran for a 9-yard touchdown. The extra point was good.
The score was Pacific Grove 7, Greenfield 6. Greenfield reclaimed the lead when 

their number six ran for a 9-yard touchdown. The extra point was good. The score was 
Greenfield 13 and Pacific Grove 7. Pacific Grove tied the score on a touchdown from 
a sweep pass from Collin Taveras to Spencer Nelson.

They attempted to kick an extra point, but Greenfield was called off-sides. Pacific 
Grove attempted a two point conversion but were stopped.

Photo by John Cross
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Track & Field
Wayne Guffin

Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce will host a once in a lifetime Race the Track 
event at WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca on Thurs., April 22, 2021 from 5:00 p.m. 
to 6:30 PM. Cars and motorcycles will be permitted on the track with complimentary 
souvenir images of each motorist taken by a professional photographer at the world-fa-
mous “Corkscrew” turn. Starting at $75 for members and $125 for non-members. The 
Chamber, in partnership with Monterey Touring Vehicles, is also offering opportunities 
to rent a classic sportscar for the track event for $100, interested individuals may visit 
www.mtvrentals.com create a profile and use voucher code: PGCC422 at checkout. 
Renters should arrive at MTV’s facility one hour prior to heading out to the race track. 
Spaces are limited and may be reserved by calling the Chamber at (831) 373-3304 or 
online at www.pacificgrove.org.

Baseball
Brian Wood

Baseball is back!
Breakers Lose Season Opener 

to Monterey

Catcher Nathan Wood prepares to throw down to shortstop Zach Lewis 
before the start of the third inning. Also in the picture are pitcher Ryan 
Destefano, third baseman JJ Courtney, first baseman Nolan Wade, second 
baseman Kaleb Shannon on outfielders Mitch Garcia (LF), Brenden Moore 
(CF), and Shawn Gambello (RF).   PG lost to Monterey 7-2 on Friday, April 9 
to open the 2021 season, both teams’ first game in over 12 months. Photo by 
Brian Wood (Woodie).

Pacific Grove hosted Monterey kicked off the regular season on Friday (April 9) for 
their first games in over 12 months. The fans were excited, the umpires were excited, 
the coaches were excited, and most of all--the players were very excited! The game 
did not go the Breaker’s way as the Toreadors downed PG 7-2.

There were plenty of highlights for both teams and the future is looking bright! 
The Breakers turned two double plays during the contest. The first was a slick 4-6-3 
(second baseman Kaleb Shannon to shortstop Zach Lewis to first baseman Nolan Wade 
as part of a 3-batter no run fourth inning.   The second was even more impressive. In 
the top of the fifth after Monterey’s Tristyn Goldman doubled to put runners on second 
and third with nobody out, Tyler Seal hit a fly ball to centerfielder Brenden Moore who 
then sent a bb to catcher Nathan Wood who applied the tag on Ryan Sizemore who had 
tagged up at third.   Another good defensive effort was in the second, with runners on 
second and third, pitcher Ryan Destefano grabbed a slow roller back to the mound, and 
after momentarily bobbling the ball, recovered in time to throw to catcher Wood who 
applied the tag on the sliding Toreador runner for the out. For Monterey, first baseman 
Tyler Seal stopped a potential PG rally in the second when he dove to his right to stop 
a rocket hit by Moore with a runner on second. He snagged the ball and was able to 
beat Moore to the bag for the third out of the inning.

Monterey delivered the knockout blows in the first two innings scoring two un-
earned runs in the first (two walks and two errors) and another four (1 unearned) in 
the second. Tighter defense could have held Monterey to as few as one run, however.

The PG pitchers showed good stuff despite the score. After two walks to start the 
game, Moore struck out the next four batters (yes four!--one reached on a wild pitch).   
Destefano pitched the next three innings and after a rough start in the second, shut down 
Monterey in the next two innings.   Nolan Wade finished the game in the final three 
frames, surrendering one run on three hits while striking out three.

On the offensive side, PG had its chances, having nine runners in scoring position, 
but only being able to plate two of them. Three times the final out was made with the 
bases loaded. PG’s two tallies came in the fourth and sixth when Moore and Mitch Gar-
cia singled home Wade and Kaleb Shannon. Overall PG had seven hits and five walks.

Brenden Moore 2 singles, a walk, and rbi
Kaleb Shannon double
Nathan Wood 2 walks
Mitch Garcia single, rbi
Zach Lewis single
Nolan Wade single
Shawn Gambello single
JJ Courtney walk
Ryan Destefano walk
Monterey was led by the pitching of Nathan Wedderburn who went four innings 

giving up one run, striking out seven. Goldman closed out the game 1-2-3 in the seventh 
with 2 Ks and a fly out to preserve the victory.

PG (0-1) faces host Carmel Saturday (April 10) at 11am while the Breakers’ JV 
squad opens its season at 2pm against the Padres JV team following the varsity game.

Go Breakers!
Brian Wood, Pacific Grove

PGHSAA Funds Senior Signs, 
Blankets for the Class of 2021

The Pacific Grove High School Alumni Association recently provided $4,200 to 
cover the costs of individual yard signs and blankets with the PGHS Breakers logo for 
the senior Class of 2021.

Yard signs with graduates’ first names and photographs will be made available 
to each graduating senior to post in front yards to celebrate graduation. Tere will be 
no charge to the students. The red-and-gold blankets can be ordered from the Student 
Store at the high school and will be packaged with a letter from the Alumni Association 
explaining what the Association does and how to join.

Graduates and attendees of Pacific Grove High School, as well as those who attend-
ed any of the district’s public schools, are eligible to join the Association; membership 
forms are available on PGHSAA’s website, www.pghsaa.org. Annual membership is $25.

The Pacific Grove High School Alumni Association, a 501(c)(3) corporation, was 
originally formed in 1889 and reactivated in 1962. It raises money to make grants to 
Pacific Grove High School’s programs, and it awards scholarships to students each 
year. For more information about the Pacific Grove High School Alumni Association, 
visit www.pghsaa.org.

As creativity and ingenuity in fundraising continues to be a requirement for so 
many non-profits today, Max’s Helping Paws Foundation has created a hybrid on-and-
offline fundraiser, “Paws for a Cause Week,” Saturday, May 1- through Saturday, May 
8, 2021, kicking off the nostalgic 50’s and 60’s themed fundraiser with a popular late 
afternoon Drive-in Movie - “Grease,” May 1, at the Monterey County Fair & Event 
Center in Monterey. Tickets are $85 per car and can be purchased here  http://www.
maxspaws.org/grease-tickets. .

The week-long fundraiser will provide videos, stories and information throughout 
the week, and end May 8th with a free streamed mini-concert by Monterey County 
favorite The Money Band, streamed on Max’s Helping Paws’ fundraising site as well 
as their Facebook.

“The pandemic, and the resulting overall explosion in financial hardship has di-
rectly impacted the need for financial assistance for pets in a health crisis.   With both 
our challenges as well as our community partner businesses in mind, we tried to create 
something simple, safe and fun that would provide multiple ways for us to connect 
community members to our mission, as well as encourage patronage to the businesses 
that support us,” said Dyana Klein, co-founder of Max’s.

Sponsorships for Paws for a Cause Week are available starting at $500 and go to 
$7,500, with a host of benefits related to movie night, social and web promotion as 
well as print promotion for the sponsor depending on the level of commitment. “These 
sponsorships are not simply for an evening,” said Klein. “We will start promotion well 
before May 1, continue with our socially distanced movie, rain or shine, and then heavily 
promote our sponsors throughout the week.”

The special Paws for a Cause Week fundraising website with silent auction will 
launch just before the week starts May 1, with more information and an auction. Go to  
http://www.maxspaws.org/sponsorship-packages  to become a sponsor.

Max’s has helped nearly 500 Monterey County pets in crisis receive necessary 
veterinary care.     For more information about the organization or Paws for a Cause 
Week, call Max’s at (831) 704-6473 or email Max’s at  info@maxshelpingpaws.org  
or go to maxshelpingpaws.org.

  
About Max’s Helping Paws Foundation  Max’s Helping Paws Foundation (MHPF) 

was co-founded in 2016 by Dyana Klein and her husband and veterinary internist, Dr. 
Jonathan Fradkin, in memory of their pet, Maximillian. The foundation is a 501c3 
nonprofit that supports all Monterey County veterinary practices to provide financial 
assistance to clients with pets in need of both critical short-term or longer-term care for 
chronic illness. Since it first started providing financial assistance in mid-2017, MHPF 
has granted more than $410,000 to give hundreds of pets a second chance. MHFP is 
based in Monterey County and serves only Monterey County. Max’s Helping Paws 
Foundation (831) 704-6473 and  info@maxshelpingpaws.org.

  
Max’s Helping Paws Foundation
(831) 704-6473
www.maxshelpingpaws.org  
info@maxshelpingpaws.org
26388 Carmel Rancho Lane, Suite D, Carmel CA 93923

Tickets and Sponsorships Available for Max’s Helping Paws’ “Paws for a Cause 
Week” Fundraiser, May 1-8, 2021

Tickets and Sponsorships
Available for Max’s Helping 
Paws’ “Paws for a Cause Week” 
Fundraiser, May 1-8, 2021
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Pacific Grove Police Department
Police Report

Join our park maintenance efforts by volunteering for clean-ups held every 
Wednesday through April. Groups are limited to 6 individuals and adhere to 
COVID-19 safety precautions. Sign up now at:    https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/60b0a48aba72ea7fa7-perkins1

“But Wait, There’s More!” by Peter Silzer
See more puzzles on drpetescross-
words.com

Across
1 “The Bells” poet Edgar Allen
4 ___ Sunday, a week before 
32-Across
8 Come or bring together
13 Farm shelter
14 Slushy drink brand
15 He witnessed 40-Across on 
32-Across
16 “National Velvet” author Bagnold
17 New York canal of song
18 Carryall bags
19 The miracle of 32-Across
22 Capricorn or Cancer geographic 
demarcation
23 “With God __ __ witness. . .” (2 
wds)
24 Flood control structure
27 __ Solo of “Star Wars”
28 Pod veggie
30 Spanish inn
32 Major Christian holy day (2 wds)
35 Drove over the limit
38 Wedding words (2 wds)
39 West Point sch.
40 What the Apostle John witnessed 
on 32-Across (3 wds)
45 The Lord God in Hebrew
46 Uni. URL letters
47 Unruly crowd
50 White House advisory grp.
51 Wimbledon winner Novotna
54 Godly
56 *Christian greeting on 32-Across 
(3 wds)
58 __ Dei, the Lamb of God
61 Fashion designer Ricci
62 Heroic exploit
63 First poet to read at an inaugura-
tion
64 Vocalist Vikki
65 Spring flower
66 Nonagenarian actress White
67 Parisian gal pal
68 Caustic cleaner

Down
1 Bakery chain
2 “Ave Maria” is one (Latin)
3 Finish as (2 wds)
4 Stabs
5 Farm plot
6 Nikon rival
7 Comes across
8 “I’m OK either way” (3 wds)
9 Bright light of Broadway
10 “The Munsters” cousin
11 Duffer’s prop
12 Hosp. triage areas
13 Ship home?
20 Morning TV host Kelly
21 Little rascals
24 June honorees
25 He was first
26 Poet Angelou
29 Plugging away (2 wds)
31 Give the cold shoulder
32 First place?
33 Last name in ice cream
34 Repetitive learning
35 The end of many Central Asian 
countries
36 Most profs. have them
37 Fair-hiring org.
41 Grandeur
42 Zadora and Lindstrom
43 In all likelihood (2 wds)
44 John __, Sierra Club pioneer
47 They say it loves company
48 Baby bodysuit
49 Talents
52 Never, in Nogales
53 Faith Hill’s “Take Me __ __ __” 
(3 wds)
55 Mournful ritual
56 Righteous
57 Inscription on a crucifix
58 Edwards, Andrews, or Van-
denberg, e.g.: Abbr.
59 Test for M.A. applicants
60 Word of denial

Crossword Puzzle
Peter Silzer

Enjoy this and other puzzles on FB #petespuzzles or check out 
www.drpetescrosswords.com  Puzzle on Page 110
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Random Thoughts
Jane Roland

Brendan Crawford

Spring is with us; however, while seasons on the Monterey Peninsula are not typical 
with the rest of the country, this year has been an anomaly all over.  Most days it is 
chilly, grey and windy.  There are so many things that are not as they were.   We have 
started to escape the ravages of a virulent pandemic.  Hopefully, it is the beginning 
of the end.  There is ongoing violence and inexplicably continuing murders of blacks 
by police.  Retaliation has seen the maiming and ever murder of the police.  There is 
a generation of what is called “Cancel Culture” and WOKE.  I hesitate to say (and 
not to be political) I weep internally at the thought of beloved authors being removed 
from the shelves.  I am too old to expect to see who will replace Kipling, Mark Twain, 
Faulkner, Steinbeck and others, including Dr. Seuss.  I am sorry that monuments were 
destroyed.  If they were offensive to many they should have been preserved somewhere.  
In any event I am repeating some columns about Spring and Summer in happier times..

“When I was in school and the vacation time arrived, I, as were my classmates, was 
excited to welcome the freedom from drudgery, in the exceedingly early days it was 
coloring, as I aged, math became my nemesis.  I was happy to escape for a few months.  
Life was so different then; it is hard to understand how things have changed so much. 
There was no terror associated with children being “off the reservation.”  Youngsters 
could play outside without fear.  Each person has his/her own theories as to what has 
happened, but this is not a political column so I won’t tell you mine.

While we were stationed at Governors Island and lived in a beautiful old house on 
the sea wall, my best friends were Olaf Andersen, Howard Eichelsdoerfer, and Michael 
Collins. Olaf was my age, a curly haired tot, Howard a few years older and Michael (who 
later circled the moon), I loved with the intensity of my five year old heart. There was 
a bachelor colonel, Joe Dalton, who lived across the street, a long steep lawn stretched 
down to the sidewalk from his house.  Uncle Joe, as we called him, loved to have us 
play in his yard.  We would roll down the hill with delight. 

 Sadly when I was six, we left our home and traveled to Arizona and Ft. Huachuca 
in the mountains near the Mexican border, just a few miles from Bisbee, and south 
of Tucson by 100 miles.  Huachuca was seasonal, blizzards in the winter, heat in the 
summer, but it was beautiful.  During the summers we would climb the mountains 
behind the post, hide in the caves, swim in the wonderful pool and drive our mothers 
crazy.  Not many places to go, nor much to do.  It was the days of intense segregation, 

the infantry enlisted men were African Americans and were housed in barracks, no 
families permitted; although some lived off base and some in the maid’s quarters in 
the homes of the officers (all Caucasian) for whom they worked.  My father was post 
adjutant and was on the eve of becoming a colonel when he was hit by the flu which 
developed into pneumonia.  There being no hospital on the base the army, in its infinite 
wisdom, shipped him by train from Bisbee to El Paso Texas, a journey of two days 
to the hospital at Ft Bliss from which he would not return.

We moved to Tucson, my mother and I, into a small apartment, as she was given 
a week to clear out the huge house, move her furniture and leave.  To her credit she 
pulled herself together and accomplished all that was necessary, ultimately purchasing 
a home near the university which would accommodate most of her belongings, her 
child, whom she was getting to know, and enable her to have animals, which joined 
us in abundance.  Most of the summers in Tucson were brutally hot.  After a few years 
we moved to the country, next door to our best friends, the Porters (their home is now 
Tucson’s botanical gardens), a family of three daughters, my age or close. There was 
a swimming pool where I spent many days working on a tan.

We also visited our family (my mother’s older brother and my cousins) in Pebble 
Beach.  Until I was old enough to enjoy night life (permitted, I should say), I didn’t 
much enjoy those visits.  Children were not welcome in adult gatherings, they had no 
friends with young offspring and my cousins were much older.  Mary and I are now 
very close, but she was either away or certainly not interested in a little girl.  However, 
it was beautiful and my thirst for reading paid off.

Some summers were spent in San Jacinto where there were other relatives, 
Mother’s sister and another brother (much older than she).  Mother was the youngest 
of eight, six of whom remained, her older sister was twenty-two years her senior.  
Uncle Sam was the closest and, even he being eight years older was away at school 
during most of her childhood.  Nonetheless they bonded and remained devoted until 
his death on Mother’s Day, 1969.

The summers which meant the most to me and which I remember with clarity 
were in Shelbyville, Indiana.  I mentioned Howard Eichelsdoerfer early in this column.   
His mother, Mary was my God Mother.  She had grown up in the little Midwestern 
town. When Ike (her husband) retired, they moved into her childhood home.  How-
ard was in college and then the military.  I saw little of him until later in my life.  
Shelbyville is a story unto itself; it is an example of Sinclair Lewis’s “Main Street.” 
Although Booth Tarkington, whose Penrod series were once as well known as Mark 
Twain’s boys, was born in Indianapolis, Shelbyville claimed him as a resident at one 
time.  My next column will be devoted to summers in Indiana and some of the more 
interesting trips involving the visits.

In the meantime enjoy the good weather every minute because in an hour it will 
have changed.
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Crossword Puzzle
Peter Silzer

Enjoy this and other puzzles on FB #petespuzzles or check out 
www.drpetescrosswords.com  Solution on Page 9

Catalytic Converter Thefts 
On The Rise

The Monterey Police Department (MPD) has observed an increase in catalytic 
converter thefts from vehicles. MPD has investigated twenty-nine reports of catalytic 
converter thefts from July 1, 2020 to present. These thefts typically occur in residen-
tial neighborhoods at night time. Toyota and Honda vehicles are frequently targeted.

The MPD has increased patrols in residential areas prone to these types of 
thefts. The MPD encourages the community to remain vigilant and report suspicious 
activity immediately to dispatch by calling 831-646-3914 or in an emergency 911. 
The community may also consider these tips:

•  When possible, park in well-lit areas and close to building entrances.
•  If you have a garage at your house, park your car inside and keep the garage 

door shut.
•  Have the catalytic converter welded to your car's frame, which may make 

it harder to steal.
•  Consider engraving your vehicle identification number (VIN) on the cat-

alytic converter — this may help alert a scrap dealer that it was stolen and make it 
easier to identify the owner.

•  Calibrate your car's alarm to set off when it detects vibration.

351 MADISON STREET  MONTEREY  CALIFORNIA  93940  Web 
Site www.montereypolice.org

General Information 831.646.3830  Fax 831.646.3899  Administrative Office 
831.646.3800  Fax 831.646.3802

Anyone with information regarding this or similar incidents is encouraged to 
contact the Monterey Police Department at (831) 646-3830. Or to remain anony-

mous call (831) 646-3840.
CONTACT: Lieutenant Ethan Andrews

PHONE: 831-646-3822
EMAIL: andrews@monterey.org

Practice
Social

Distancing
 
WANTED
AD REP

Established Weekly 
Newspaper seeks an
energetic person for 

commission-only
position on our team

• Generous Percentages
• Wide-Open Territory
• Full to Part-Time
• No quotas

Call 831-324-4742

Museum and Library Opening
The Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce that the Pacific 

Grove Museum of Natural History is now open for visitation. The Museum will offer 
a blend of physical and digital experiences for all audiences, created by staff working 
both in the building and outside, and to continue providing unique offerings and benefits 
to its dedicated community of Museum members and visitors. Advance reservations for 
timed entry must be made for admission to the museum, which will be open from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and Monday initially. More information 
on offerings, re-opening and hours can be found at www.pgmuseum.org.

The Pacific Grove Library is also open on Thursday afternoons at its original 
location.
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Homeless in Paradise

Wanda Sue Parrott

MONTEREY PENINSULA MAKEOVERS—Part 15

Memorializing one or more homeless people began as a tradition in this column 
back in 2015.

If you don’t remember or weren’t yet a reader of “Homeless in Paradise,” here’s 
a nutshell look at how this annual event started following the death of a neighbor after 
his girlfriend broke up with him.

On Tuesday, April 5, 2015, while I was finalizing this weekly column in my home 
office, an occupant in the other half of the duplex (where I still live) shot himself. 

I was only about 25 feet from where Matthew Bachelder, 30, put a gun to his tem-
ple and blew out part of his brain in what became sensationalized by the media as the 
“Seaside Suicide.”

He lay unconscious on life support while his organs were harvested in Salinas. He 
expired April 7, the same date a local homeless icon died last week. 

Matthew, who felt homeless in the heart, did not have a good death. 
This edition revisits death among the unsheltered at a time when anti-homeless 

public sentiment is growing in communities sick of people who panhandle, poop and 
plop down in public without contributing their portion of the common good.

There was one homeless local figure, however, so appealing to locals that they 
wrote odes about him in Nextdoor. He was called Sarge until someone found that his 
real name was August. His last name, Kane, was divulged in his death notice, but to the 
community he’s still “Sarge.”

The mysterious homeless man called Sarge
Sarge was a familiar homeless figure in Seaside-Sand City. He frequently sat in 

front of Lucky supermarket or Target with his aging German shepherd companion. I 
saw him walking with a wagon or shopping cart containing a few items. He always had 
his dog with him and Sarge perpetually wore a big pair of sunglasses and military hat 
like those which made General Douglas Macarthur famous.

He sat politely in front of a doorway, never overtly panhandling or acting homeless.
A thread of gossip about Sarge in Nextdoor divulged the fact his old German shep-

herd had become so frail that Sarge wheeled him in a wagon. Then someone posted that 
the old dog died and Sarge had a new pup. He vanished from visibility around a year ago 
and as the Covid-19 pandemic abated, people began asking if anyone had seen Sarge.

Last week, I learned from Jenna Harris, a neighbor, that Planting a Seed, a nonprofit 
organization in Santa Barbara County, posted a death notice on Facebook about Sarge’s 
passing on April 7, 2021. I read it and realized this was no ordinary obit. 

It was unlike any tribute I’d ever witnessed for a homeless person; it was a joyful 
exclamation of praise dated April 8, 2021. More than a eulogy, it was a hosanna!

Hosanna for a homeless man
“Unfortunately, Lompoc lost a gentle, kind soul last night. 
“August ‘Sarge’ Kane was hospitalized on April 5, 2021 and succumbed to his 

illness on April 7.
“Although death is inevitable, death can be good or bad. “Ultimately, we all ‘die 

alone’ unless it’s a mass event. However, dying alone and lonely dying are completely 
different experiences.

“August was a private person and did not give much detail about his life. He was 
independent and in control of his life. He did not take more than he needed.  He kept to 
himself. August was proud that his last drink was over five years ago and even longer 
since he quit smoking. He never did drugs.

“August only wanted peace—and his dog.”
Extracted excerpts
The posting was dated April 8. By the time I read it April l1, it had already been 

shared 698 times, had 913 likes, and too many comments to even try counting, so I’ll 
extract excerpts:

“I saw him at CVS in Lompoc,” “I saw him at Albertsons,” “He loved ham sand-
wiches and Pepsi O.” 

Also: “I met him eight years ago and gave him food or cash. He gave me a handmade 
bracelet,” and “I believe he taught my children empathy and grace.”

As news of Sarge’s death spread through Nextdoor, Monterey Peninsulans added 
their memories: 

“I met him about ten years ago; he gave me a bracelet he made.” 
“He had two dogs. Beast was a tough guy and Miss Bella was full of energy.” 

“He enjoyed a good hotdog 
that had to be heated exactly 9 
seconds and was accompanied 
by Muscle Milk.”

Most commentators were 
women. “One of the last times I 
saw him, I told him I loved him. 
I really did and still do love that 
man. He was a gentle soul.” 

 If that’s not a hosanna 
about a man no one really knew, 
whose campsite and cause of 
death were unknown, maybe 
you can tell me what is!

Homeless in Paradise
I messengered Planting a 

Seed for details about Sarge’s 
personal history, but had no 
response by press time. A Plant-
ing a Seed website page came 
up blank. I only know friends 
contributed enough money to 
enable Sarge to be hospitalized 
rather than die in the riverbed 
area (where I presume he had 
camped), and that he had a good 
death. This homeless campsite is 
described in the Santa Barbara 
2019-2020 Grand Jury Report’s 
20-page section: http://www.
sbcgj.org/2020/homeless.pdf

I couldn’t find funeral de-
tails but presume the Grand 
Jury Report’s section on the 
Santa Barbara County Coroner’s 
Office sums up what happened 
after death:  “Bodies are placed 
in a refrigerated room in body 
bags and stored on racks.”

I am reminded of Brown-
ing’s poetic lines: “And if God 
does choose, I shall but love thee 
better after death.” 

Perhaps this ode from a 
Nextdoor neighbor says it better: 
“Sand City has a great angel 
looking over it. Rest in Paradise, 
Mister August.”

 You can read Sarge’s death 
notice at

https://m.facebook.
com/story.php?story_fbi
d=1869686419872483&

id=110366699137806

What’s the difference between dying alone and lonely dying?

###
CREDITS:

Photo courtesy of Planting a Seed 
non-profit organization. 

Haiku quintet by Wanda Sue Parrott
###

“Homeless in Paradise” is a free public 
service self-funded and produced by indepen-
dent journalist Wanda Sue Parrott. It appears 
in Facebook, Nextdoor and the Cedar Street 
Times at www.cedarstreettimes.com and on 

private email lists. If interested in being added 
to the list, submit your request to 831-899-

5887, amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com . Copy-
right 2021 by Wanda Sue Parrott.
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Middle School 
Essay Contest – 

Earth Day
 

To honor Earth Day celebrated on April 22nd, Cedar Street Times is 
pleased to announce an English essay contest for Pacific Grove Middle 

Schoolers. The theme of the contest is “Earth Day”. 
Essays must be no longer than 500 words, must have at least 3 

paragraphs, a title which is not just “Earth Day”, and student’s name and 
grade level at the end.

We are seeking sponsors for each prize. $100 First Prize, $50 Second 
Prize, and $25 Third Prize. Sponsors will receive recognition in print and 

in Cedar Street Times’ website
.
 

Winning essays will be published in the Cedar Street Times on Fri-
day April 30.

Essays must be submitted no later than Wednesday April 28 noon by 
email to cedarstreettimes@gmail.com with a subject line of “Earth Day 

Essay Contest”.
For more information call or email: cedarstreettimes@gmail.com

Natasha Hunt of Pacific Grove was named to the 
Dean’s List at Lehigh University in the Fall 2020 

semester
Dean’s List status, which is awarded to students who earned a scholastic average 

of 3.6 or better while carrying at least 12 hours of regularly graded courses, has been 
granted to Natasha Hunt of Pacific Grove in the Fall 2020 semester.

For more than 150 years, Lehigh University (lehigh.edu) has combined outstanding 
academic and learning opportunities with leadership in fostering innovative research. 
The institution is among the nation’s most selective, highly ranked private research 
universities. Lehigh’s five colleges - College of Arts and Sciences, College of Business, 
College of Education, College of Health, and the P.C. Rossin College of Engineering 
and Applied Science - provides opportunities to 7,000+ students to discover and grow 
in an academically rigorous environment along with a supportive, engaged campus 
community.

 

People
Your Achievements

PGHSAA Funds Senior Signs, 
Blankets for the Class of 2021

The Pacific Grove High School Alumni Association recently provided 
$4,200 to cover the costs of individual yard signs and blankets with the PGHS 
Breakers logo for the senior Class of 2021.

Yard signs with graduates’ first names and photographs will be made 
available to each graduating senior to post in front yards to celebrate gradua-
tion. The red-and-gold blankets can be ordered from the Student Store at the 
high school and will be packaged with a letter from the Alumni Association 
explaining what the Association does and how to join.

Graduates and attendees of Pacific Grove High School, as well as those 
who attended any of the district’s public schools, are eligible to join the 
Association; membership forms are available on PGHSAA’s website, www.
pghsaa.org. Annual membership is $25.

The Pacific Grove High School Alumni Association, a 501(c)(3) cor-
poration, was originally formed in 1889 and reactivated in 1962. It raises 
money to make grants to Pacific Grove High School’s programs, and it awards 
scholarships to students each year. For more information about the Pacific 
Grove High School Alumni Association, visit www.pghsaa.org.
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Chamber to Host Race the Track
Event At Laguna Seca

The Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce will host a once in a lifetime Race the 
Track event at WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca on Thursday, April 22, 2021 from 
5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Cars and motorcycles will be permitted on the track with compli-
mentary souvenir images of each motorist taken by a professional photographer at the 
world-famous “Corkscrew” turn. Spaces in the queue forming at Turn 5 are available at 
$75 for Chamber members and $125 for non-members. Spaces are limited and may be 
reserved by calling the Chamber at (831) 373-3304 or online at www.pacificgrove.org.

Welcome to Your Library!
As this April 2021 National Library Week ends, the theme “Wel-

come to Your Library” is more meaningful, and hopeful, than ever before. 
This year we  recognize  113 years of welcome at the Pacific Grove Public Library  
at 550 Central Avenue - cherished by generations of residents through two World Wars, 
the Great Depression, the Great Recession, and now the Great Pandemic.

Our Staff
We celebrate  our welcoming library staff, who have helped and delighted people 

of all ages through virtual  storytimes, downloadable books, online resources, phone 
reference help, socially distanced park programs and hold pick ups, and more, during 
the past 12 months.

Our Friends
We are grateful to our Friends members, donors, and volunteers, the City Council, 

Library Board and Library Foundation, City employees for your investment in our 
beautiful renewed library.   We appreciate our  renewing members  and contribu-
tors.   If your membership  has lapsed,  there’s still time to renew  - online at  www.
pglibraryfriends.org  or when your renewal letter arrives in the mail.

Our Library
We are encouraged that  the Library is now open two hours a week (Thursdays 

from 2 to 4 pm) for public access (with limits) as well as other days for outside services.   
We are also encouraged by our community’s support for returning library services to 
pre-COVID levels.   We look  forward to more open hours, programs and services as 
the pandemic eases and the City budget improves.  

We know the time is approaching when we can all, finally, be welcomed back into 
our library.   We can’t wait!   As we learn more, we’ll be sure to let you know.

Thank you for being a Friend!
With gratitude,

Kim
Kim Bui is president of the Friends of the Pacific Grove Public Library    
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A Friends of Hopkins sponsored public web-
talk by 

Matt Savoca 

Whales eat a lot: why and 
how it matters

Matt has long had a passion for the natural world, seen somehow by him first 
from his home in New York City. He has also been deeply involved in ocean out-
reach, being a finalist in 2016 in the UC Grad Slam competition and in 2017 giving 
a TEDx-talk on marine plastic pollution. Over the years, he had captivated audiences 
at state parks, museums, aquariums, and elementary schools.  He’ll tell us about his 
current work on whale diets. The world’s biggest animals have the world’s biggest 
appetites but how much they eat and how they do it has been a mystery. Using new 
data from high resolution smart tags, drone video, and active prey mapping with 
sonar, he finds that prior estimates of food consumption have been systematically 
underestimated. One reason this is important is because whales are ecosystem engi-
neers, eating vast quantities of food in one place and then excreting waste products 
back out as ocean fertilizer in a different part of the water column.  Join him (virtual-
ly) for a talk about whale behavior, bounty and bowels, and the surprising ecosystem 
services provided by whales.

Tuesday April 20, 7PM
Register in advance for this webinar:

https://stanford.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_
lDKqEpDRRCqHQcD8fytrIA

Postdoctoral scholar at the Hopkins Marine 
Station with Jeremy Goldbogen

Large vessels such as container ships and oil tankers have been sighted close to the 
Monterey Bay coast over the past few weeks. NOAA’s Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary is working closely with the U.S. Coast Guard to remind the vessels about 
advisable routes recommended by the  International Maritime Organization (IMO).

Shipping companies are cooperating with the sanctuary’s request that large vessels 
move west of the recommended routes and well offshore while waiting for entry into 
San Francisco.

The coastline of Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary supports a variety of 
protected habitats and endangered species, including sea otters and leatherback sea 
turtles. The IMO recommended routes were established in 2000 to enhance the safety 
and navigation of large vessels (over 300 gross tons) and oil tankers transiting through 
the sanctuary, as well as to protect sensitive marine environments.  

During the past few weeks, up to 12 vessels have been waiting offshore along the 

San Mateo, Santa Cruz, and Monterey coastlines. Large container ships and some laden 
oil tankers have not been able to anchor in the Port of Oakland. This has resulted in 
vessels waiting along the coastline for an opening, stationing close to shore and areas of 
sensitive habitat. Labor shortages, COVID restrictions, and other complicating factors 
have contributed to this situation. A similar situation is occurring in the ports of Los 
Angeles and Long Beach.

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary will continue to work with the U.S. 
Coast Guard (USCG) and shipping companies to encourage vessels to remain well 
offshore during this time.

USCG is issuing a Marine Safety Information Bulletin to all mariners.
Dawn Hayes 

Acting Superintendent 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary

Sanctuary, Coast Guard monitoring large vessels 

CERT aids in 
vaccination efforts

On Wednesday, March 31 and Thursday, April 1, the Mon-
terey-area Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
assisted the Fire Department in making COVID-19 vaccinations 
available to the public at the Monterey Conference Center.  
Thirty-one CERT volunteers responded, and PG CERTs Jim 
Pagnella, Linda Pagnella, Joe Pagnella, Glenn Leon-Guerrero, 
Alex Lupkhin, and Broeck Oder helped manage traffic safety, 
processing of those seeking vaccinations, and monitoring the 
post-injection period with individuals who received the in-
jections.  In sixteen hours over two days, over 500 Monterey 
County residents received injections, helping to move Monterey 
County toward broader immunization and growing control of 
the pandemic.

The Monterey Symphony launches their open source virtual education series  
Music To YOUR Ears on April 12, 2021. Each episode highlights one of the 
Symphony’s  Balcony Sessions  that were recorded this past year at the MSO’s 
downtown office in Carmel-by-the-Sea.

Episode 1:  Tango  features   Jalousie   by Jacob Gade,  per-
formed by cellist  Adelle-Akiko Kearns and violinist  Genie Wie. 
Episode 2: Virtuosity!  features a wild movement from Paul Hin-
d e m i t h ’s  O p .  2 5  N o .  1 ,  p e r f o r m e d  b y  v i o l i s t  S a r a h  L e e . 
Episode 3: Sam Cooke  highlights  Change is Gonna Come  by Sam Cooke, per-
formed and arranged by cellist Saul Richmond-Rakerd.  

Episode 4: Jazz  is about Stereogram #2 Juan Tizol by David Brubeck, per-
formed by trombonist Will Baker.

  
In a regular season, the Monterey Symphony would host nearly 10,000 students 

at Monday morning youth concerts at the Sunset Center in Carmel and Sherwood 
Hall in Salinas. With live performances and gatherings off the table this year, the 
Symphony had to answer the challenging question of how to engage students in a 
safe and meaningful way. MSO hopes to reach even more students in the commu-
nity this year by providing virtual content directly to educators and students. The 
Monterey Symphony is following through with their commitment to accessibility 
by offering all of the content free-of-charge as well as with language options in 

both Spanish and English.  
Music To YOUR Ears  combines the fun animation style of local artist Rory 

Glass, the artistic excellence of the MSO musicians, with the high quality filming 
and sound engineering of local documentary filmmaker Douglas Mueller. The 
videos are narrated by musicologist and MSO Assistant Principal horn player Dr. 
Alicia Mastromonaco.  

Music To YOUR Ears is available online at  https://www.montereysymphony.
org/music-to-your-ears.htm

Episodes can be viewed online directly or downloaded and shared. All epi-
sodes are available with both English and Spanish closed captions. Each Episode 
includes three corresponding worksheets in both English and Spanish that are 
available to download and print from the website listed above. The Symphony 
office will also print and mail worksheets to teachers upon request.  

The Music To YOUR Ears program has been sponsored by Harden Foun-
dation, PG and E, The Arts Council for Monterey County, Jo-Ann and Russell 
Hatch, and the Schuyler Family Foundation.
The Monterey Symphony was founded in 1946 and incorporated in 
1947. The Symphony’s mission is to engage, educate and excite our 
community through the performance and continual discovery of 
symphonic music.

Monterey Symphony launches Music to Your Ears Education Series
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Practice
Social

Distancing

Donations on Hold
Pacific Grove Public Library is unable to accept book donations at this time. We 

appreciate you thinking of us, and ask that you please hold onto your donation until 
they can be accepted, or donate elsewhere. You may also phone MPL for information 
on donating gently used books (no DVDs or magazines) at (831) 646-3933

The Monterey County Workforce Development Board (MCWDB) is teaming up 
with the Monterey County Hospitality Association, the Monterey County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, and the Monterey County Weekly for a virtual Hospitality & Tour-
ism job fair on Thursday, May 13 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. utilizing the MCWDB’s 
new Premier Virtual online event platform. As the region begins to re-open, the job 
fair will help employees return to work and help accommodations, food services, and 
tourism businesses recruit employees to support their operations during the busy sum-
mer months and beyond.

“We’re gearing up for a big summer rush to the area,” said Paula Calvetti, Director 
of Human Resources for the Hyatt Regency Monterey. “We want to ensure that we have 
enough staff in place to serve our visitors,” she said.

The Hospitality industry suffered the biggest losses in Monterey County during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, with its Accommodations and Food Services sectors bearing 
the brunt of the area’s unemployment claims. Industry professionals are relieved that 
the sector is seeing a comeback in 2021.

“We are very excited about the recovery of the hospitality industry and the resur-
gence of Monterey as a destination,” said Catherine Sampagnaro, Director of Human 
Resources for InterContinental The Clement Monterey.

The Monterey County Workforce Development Board is now using the Premier 

Virtual online hiring event platform. The platform is designed to bridge the gap between 
technology and the human experience and enables job seekers to chat with employers, 
submit resumes, and apply for positions during the virtual event.

“We’re expecting to be back to normal soon and want to encourage both job seekers 
and our local hospitality employers to join us on May 13. Virtual job fairs have become 
very popular, as they maximize the time spent by both employers and job seekers 
when it comes to recruiting,” said MCWDB Executive Director, Christopher Donnelly.   
“We want to make it as easy as possible for our local community to connect,” he said.   
“We’re in the business of removing barriers to employment and we think that utilizing 
this new technology will help us do just that.”

Hospitality and Tourism employers who are interested in participating are asked 
to contact MCWDB Business Services Manager, Jerry Hernandez, at (831) 755-5393 
or hernandezj1@co.monterey.ca.us. Job seekers are asked to register for the event in 
advance by following this link:  https://qrs.ly/d9cifoa   Job seekers who need assistance 
with registering and preparing for the event are asked to contact the One Stop Career 
Center at (831) 796-3335 or  MontereyEmploymentHelp@EquusWorks.com  Job 
seekers may also utilize the computers at the One Stop Career Center at 344 Salinas 
Street, Salinas to participate in the event (appointments required).

Hospitality & Tourism Virtual Job Fair planned for May 13, 2021
Using new Premier Virtual online event platform
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Rudy Fischer

The Big Picture

Financial Trends for Cities
As I noted last week, for the coming fiscal year Pacific Grove will 
have a $25.5 million projected budget.  At just over $7.7 million, 
property tax continues to be the largest single source of anticipated 
city revenue.  Fortunately, this remained a very stable source of 
revenue for the city this past year as other sources dropped fairly 
dramatically.  The other two main revenue generators - Transient 
Occupancy and sales taxes - together are expected to only bring in 
$7.2 million in total.  Based on past trends, those had been expected to 
bring in over $10.7 million.  That $3.5 million is a huge difference!

So, what happened?  Because of the multiple shutdowns caused by 
the pandemic, the revenue our city’s businesses normally bring in 
declined substantially; meaning the tax revenue the city gets from 
them also went down compared to previous years.  That is no one’s 
fault; because that budget had been based on normal trends of the past.  
The pandemic upended those plans however, and sales tax dropped 
from a projected $3.8 million to a projected $3.4 this coming year, 
while TOT has dropped 46% from an anticipated $6.9 million to under 
$3.8 million.  When the city adopted Measure M, banning Short Term 
Rentals, it was hoped that hotels would make up for the loss of that 
revenue (STR’s had been $1.8 million in FY 17/18) but the pandemic 
changed that also.

These trends also affected Carmel, Monterey, and other cities which 
– because they also rely heavily on tourist visitors – saw their tax 
revenues decline too.  The question for cities is: What do you do about 
that?  I think those other cities cut their expenditures a bit more than 
Pacific Grove did.   In fact, by cancelling most of their capital projects, 
laying off some staff, and with pay cuts for others, Carmel ended their 
last fiscal year with a surplus.  PG, on the other hand, burned through 
$1.8 million of its reserves.

Just this month Monterey County moved into a more relaxed tier 
however; and people are more open to going into stores and eating in 
restaurants - and the state has announced a plan to lift most restrictions 
in mid-June.  Those moves should greatly help our businesses start 
to recover; though there are still negative macro trends we should be 
aware of.

One of those trends is that, in general, downtown in-store retail 
shopping in the US has dropped substantially over many years.  
Much of this is due to the influence of Amazon (and other on-line 
retailers) as well as the “Big Box Stores” that have been built in 
other nearby cities.  This on-line shopping has reduced the number 
of people who go downtown to shop; affecting both store and local 
sales tax revenues.   As noted earlier, retail (in the form of Sales and 
Property Tax) contributes well over $4 million – or 16% to 20%+ - of 
the overall revenue to the city’s budget, so the trend toward on-line 
purchases has to be of concern.  

Pacific Grove is not the only community suffering from these trends, 
though.  Even major retail centers such as malls are suffering because 
they are concentrations of retail stores, and the businesses within 
them were closing at very high rates even before the pandemic.  
Communities throughout California – indeed throughout the US 
and the rest of the world -- are seeking ways to improve their city’s 
business environment, improve their livability, and expand their tax 
base.  They are facing not only the challenges of competition with 
nearby communities but, now, also with internet shopping.  Malls used 
to be the way to get more of a tax base from a small footprint of land 
in your city.  But just as malls took business away from mom-and-pop 
stores in cities many years ago, they now have a major competitor who 
is taking business away from them.

In fact, for the last decade or so, retail has had to deal with a more 
convenient and robust competitor – the internet and on-line shopping.  
The majority of purchases are still made in brick-and-mortar stores 
and, indeed, some purchases such as groceries, medicine, greeting 
cards, automobiles, and tires or gasoline probably always will be.  
Restaurants and bars – by their very nature – will always be on-site 
consumer activities.  

For retail, however, though annual sales volume in the US is still 
going up, the trend is more and more moving away from in-store to 
e-commerce (see below), and the share of sales via the internet are 
increasing at a more rapid rate than in store sales.

As you can see from the graph above, on-line retail was having 
very robust growth anyway.  Then, in 2021 (according to Digital 
Commerce) we saw a huge, 44% acceleration in e-commerce spending 
over just the year before – a three fold acceleration from just the year 
before.  So how is this affecting those large malls we all used to go to?

Next Week: Big Retail in Big Trouble


