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The Michael Gonzalez case heats up
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Michael Gonzalez, the Pacific Grove police officer fired in
January is now being beset by PG resident Randy Fairgarden,
activist and founder of PGCityWatchcom—the group claiming
responsibility for Gonzalez’s firing, calling it a “people powered
victory” after a petition with over 2,000 signatures calling for the
firing of Gonzalez was presented to the City Council.
Fairgarden doesn’t want Gonzalez to be employed by any
other police department and has sent a flyer to multiple police departments in the area including Pacific Grove, warning them that
Gonzalez was fired “for being a member of a violent militia group
who participated in the January 6 Capitol Building riot in Washington D.C.” Fairgarden then said “do not hire him” adding “I will
find out and I will make
it a headache not worth
your trouble. Activists
and journalists in your
area will be informed
the moment I catch
wind of his hiring.”
The flyer contained a
photo of Gonzalez, his
full name and date of
birth.
Gonzalez denies
being a member of
any militia group and
denies being present
at the Capitol riot. He
said that Fairgarden is
lying. “I wasn’t fired
for being a member
Randy Fairgarden
of any group. It was
just because of one post about BLM, a group which is hostile to
police.” Police Chief Madalone confirmed that his firing was due
Learn more
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to a disparaging post about Black Lives Matter.
When Gonzalez got wind of the campaign against him, he was
outraged and believes Fairgarden’s actions are malicious and slanderous. Gonzalez has applied
for a position with six police
departments since his firing,
but has been rejected by all
with the reasons being that his
hiring would be “too political”
according to Gonzalez.
Gonzalez’s firing is currently under appeal in Pacific
Grove. According to Gonzalez,
in February, a meeting was
held to consider his appeal.
Attending by Zoom were:
Gonzalez and his attorney from
the Police Union, Police Chief
Madalone and her attorney,
City Attorney David Laredo,
and City Manager Ben Harvey acting as independent hearing
officer. Harvey must make a ruling on the appeal; but he is under
no deadline to make that ruling—it could take months. Indeed, it
already has taken three months and he would not comment on when
he might make a decision.
Gonzalez wants to be reinstated; he’s not asking for punitive
damages—yet. If he is not reinstated, he is prepared to take his case
to the U.S. Supreme Court because he believes his civil rights as a
private citizen have been violated. He feels that police officers have
a clear First Amendment right to speak out for or against important
political issues when not on the job.
In Pickering v. Board of Education the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that public employees could speak out on matters of public
concern without fear of being fired. However, the court ruled in
Garcetti v. Ceballos, that statements made pursuant to a position
as a public employee, rather than as a private citizen, had no First
Amendment protection.

Panetta Lecture Features President
Clinton and Vice President Quayle
Mike Clancy
The fourth and final lecture of the 2021 Leon Panetta
Lecture Series took place on Monday evening, May 17. This event
addressed the topic of “Restoring Trust in the Presidency” and
asked the pressing question “Can We Heal our Political Divide?”
It featured President Bill Clinton and Vice President Dan Quayle
participating online via Zoom from a remote location.
Bill Clinton served as the forty-second President of the
United States from 1993 to 2001. He took office at the end of
the Cold War, and during his administration the United States
enjoyed more peace than at any other time in the post-World War
II era. President Clinton could also point to one of the strongest
American economies since 1945, the lowest unemployment rate
in modern times, the lowest inflation in 30 years, the highest home
ownership in the country’s history, dropping crime rates in many
places, and reduced welfare rolls. He proposed the first balanced
budget in decades and achieved a budget surplus. He was also the
first Democratic president since Franklin Roosevelt to win a second term. In the world, he successfully dispatched peace-keeping

forces to war-torn Bosnia and ordered a restricted bombing attack
on Iraq when Saddam Hussein stopped United Nations inspections
for evidence of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons.
 	 Dan Quayle served as the 44th Vice President of the
United States from 1989 to 1993 under President George H.W.
Bush. President Bush named Vice President Quayle head of the
Council of Competitiveness, which worked to ensure United States
international competitiveness in the twenty-first century. In that
role he made official visits to 47 countries, was chairman of the
National Space Council, and served as President Bush’s point man
on Capitol Hill. As a leader in causes from legal system reform to
deregulation to the renewal of basic American values, he developed
a large national following because of his courageous stands on these
is1inequality, climate change, and growing political polarization
culminating in the January 6th attack on our Capitol and our Democracy. She mentioned that President Biden currently has strong
approval ratings, but that it is clear he leads a divided nation, with
trust in our Democracy being impacted by conspiracy theories,
partisan gridlock, and battles over voter suppression. She stated
SEE LECTURE Page 3
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that historians consider our country to be
more divided now than at any time since
the Civil War, but that we Americans have
always found the leadership necessary to
move forward out of crisis. She then asked
what lessons President Biden can learn
from others who have led through crisis,
as she introduced the panelists and turned
the program over to Secretary Panetta.
Secretary Panetta began by stating
that we have always looked to our Chief
Executives to inspire trust in government,
build confidence in our democratic institutions and achieve national unity. Harking
back to the January 6th insurrection, he
asked how any President could govern in
this type of divisive political environment,
confront crisis and restore trust in our
Democracy.
Panetta went on to remember a time
when both political parties respected the
truth, respected the rule of law and respected the Constitution. But he said a lot
has changed in recent months, especially
with those who believe the election was
stolen. He specifically mentioned that
Representative Liz Cheney (R-WY) was
purged from the Republican leadership
for defending the truth. He then posed
the opening question to the two panelists,
“If truth and the rule of law are no longer
respected, how can our system work and
what will be the impact of all of this on the
future of our Democracy or, for that matter,
the future of our two political parties.”
President Clinton responded that Liz
Cheney would end up highly respected for
the stand she took. Clinton also spoke of
the long-term future of the two political
parties, noting that demographic trends
would tend to favor the Democrats in
the long term, while geographic trends
would favor the Republicans through the
Electoral College process. He went on to
say that President Biden has done a good
job so far and has been “pitch perfect” on
both substance and tone. Biden needed
to go big on his first bill (i.e., the COVID
relief package) and he did. Clinton said

President Bill Clinton, the forty-second Vice President Dan Quayle, the forPresident of the United States.
ty-fourth Vice President of the United
States.

that the Democrats have a good chance to
“hold their own” in the coming midterm
elections, even though such elections
historically favor the party that does not
control the White House.
Vice President Quayle began by
remembering what a horrible day January 6th 2021 was for America, forcefully
stating that he hoped those participating
in the insurrectionist attack on the Capitol would be held fully accountable.
He mentioned that Biden won the Presidency by over 7 million votes, but that
a difference of only 100,000 votes or
so in a few key swing states could have
changed the outcome. He said that Trump
should indeed have been impeached, and
commended Liz Cheney for voting for
impeachment, but strangely said that he
is not sure if he would have voted for
conviction in the Senate. Quayle noted
that Trump thrives on chaos, such as that
which has been created by Cheney’s ac-

Trash Haulng & Dump Runs
Yard Work and Odd Jobs
Reasonable Rates
Trustworthy College Student

Call
Ben Minik
831-392-5851

tions, and stated that, “Most of us think we
should just leave Trump alone.” He said
that Biden is a “good guy” who works hard
and knows what he is doing, and he agreed
with Clinton in concluding that Biden is
off to a good start in his Presidency. He
further asserted that Biden is exactly the
opposite of Trump in just about every way.
Secretary Panetta asked if President
Biden and the Republicans in the Senate
will be able to cut a deal on an infrastructure bill, and Quayle immediately
replied, “Yes, I think they can.” He further
claimed that much of the cost for infrastructure improvement could be paid for
by re-appropriating “money that’s already
out there”, including money from the $3
trillion COVID Relief bill that will not be
spent in 2021. Still, he acknowledged that
there would have to be some additional
revenues necessary, either through raising
taxes or imposing user fees, which would
be a sticking point with many Republicans.
He also said that Biden was in a strong
position for raising taxes on the wealthy
because he has very specific ideas on what
he wants to achieve with the additional
funds.
Noting that Putin seems to feel
empowered and has been acting quite
aggressive toward the West recently, Secretary Panetta asked how President Biden
should deal with him. Quayle observed
that Putin came from the KGB, is tough,
will be the leader of Russia for the rest
of his life and is clearly bound and determined to test President Biden. He also said
that the biggest threat we face from Russia
is in the cyber arena, noting the recent and
extensive SolarWinds cyberattack on the
U.S. that originated from there. Clinton
said that Putin is always looking to “play
above his weight” on the international
stage and cyberattacks provide him a way
to do that. He agreed with Quayle in stating that cybersecurity is a huge threat and
a very serious problem facing our country.
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Turning to questions submitted
by the audience, Secretary Panetta asked,
“Does racism play a significant role in the
extreme polarization we see in our country
and, if so, what do we do about it?”. This
was a question that obviously affected
President Clinton deeply as he responded, “The answer is, yes it does. This is a
deep thing that has been with us for a long
time.” He said that we need to identify and
address the most extreme manifestations
of racism, such as the white nationalist
groups that were on display at the “Unite
the Right” rally in Charlottesville in 2017,
and that if we don’t it will be “the beginning of the end of our greatness”.
This year’s Panetta Lecture Series
certainly ended strong, with a former President and a former Vice President as the
featured panelists. And it was great to see
the interaction between President Clinton
and his former White House Chief of Staff,
Leon Panetta. Chief of Staff Panetta is
widely regarded as the best Presidential
Chief of Staff of all time and the person
most responsible for getting the Clinton
Presidency on-track following a chaotic
and politically damaging first 18 months.
It was obvious that the two still maintain
a great friendship and hold each other in
high regard. President Clinton even went
out of his way and off topic at the end to
acknowledge the crucial leadership role
Secretary Panetta played in the military
operation that brought Osama Bin Laden
to justice ten years ago.
Finally, hearing from Vice President Quayle during this lecture was a
pleasant surprise. He is not that well
known to the American people from his
brief time as Vice President and he was
occasionally the butt of jokes or even ridicule back then. One might have thought
that he would have been eclipsed by President Clinton in a forum like this, but that
was certainly not the case. Throughout
the evening he showed great depth as he
offered extremely valuable insight into the
key issues confronting our nation. And,
perhaps most importantly, he and the other
two participants exhibited the bi-partisan
collegiality and mutual respect that is so
sorely lacking in our political discourse
today. Indeed, to a great extent it is this
lack of collegiality and mutual respect
across the political spectrum that has
produced the gridlock and dysfunction in
government that we have been witnessing
for a number of years.
The Panetta Lecture Series will return
in early 2022 for its 26th season, hopefully
in front of a live audience rather than online. Although the theme for next year’s
series has not yet been announced, we can
be sure that it will address an important
and pressing matter facing our county.
And we can count on Secretary Panetta to
bring in some of the most accomplished
and significant leaders of our time. Stay
tuned!

Joy Welch
“Joy’s quiet strength,
persistence and care for her
clients is legendary on the
Monterey Peninsula.”
Lic. # 00902236

Cell: 31-214-0105

eMail: joywelch@redshift.com
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Fictitious Business Name Statements

Legal Notices
Fictitious Business Name Statement
File Number 20210417
The following person is doing business as Dr.
COURTNEY MUSSER DTCM, LAC, 700 Cass St
#116, Monterey, Monterey County, CA 93940, mailing
247 Bennett Ct., Marina, CA, 93933: Courtney Elizabeth Maxine Musser. This statement was filed with the
clerk of Monterey County on 02/06/21. This business
is conducted by an individual. Registrant commenced
to transact business under the fictitious business name
listed above on N/A.
Signed: Courtney Musser.
Publication dates: 02/26/21, 03/05/21, 03/12/21,
03/19/21.
Fictitious Business Name Statement
File Number 20210740
The following person is doing business as FRESH
FROM D’VINE, INC., 1120 Growers St., Salinas,
Monterey County, CA 93901, mailing P.O. Box
1045CA, Salinas, CA, 93912: FRESH FROM
D’VINE, INC.. This statement was filed with the clerk
of Monterey County on 03/18/21. This business is
conducted by a corporation. Registrant commenced
to transact business under the fictitious business name
listed above on N/A. Signed: Frank Devine, President.
Publication dates: 03/26/21, 04/02/21, 04/09/21,
04/16/21.
Fictitious Business Name Statement
File Number 20211026
The following person is doing business as CARMEL
GREEN LANTERN INN, SE Casanova & 7th, Carmel by the Sea, Monterey County, CA 93921, mailing
9030 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel, CA, 93923: Sattva
Investors LP. This statement was filed with the clerk
of Monterey County on 04/21/21. This business is
conducted by a limited partnership. Registrant commenced to transact business under the fictitious business name listed above on 08/26/14. Signed: Amrish
Patel.
Publication dates: 04/30/21, 05/07/21, 05/14/21,
05/21/21.
Fictitious Business Name Statement
File Number 20211025
The following person is doing business as CENTRELLA INN, 612Central Ave, Carmel, Monterey County,
CA 93923, mailing 9030 Carmel Valley Rd, Carmel,
CA, 93923: Centrella Inc.. This statement was filed
with the clerk of Monterey County on 04/21/21. This
business is conducted by a corporation. Registrant

commenced to transact business under the fictitious
business name listed above on 03/15/13. Signed: Amrish Patel, President.
Publication dates: 04/30/21, 05/07/21, 05/14/21,
05/21/21.
Fictitious Business Name Statement
File Number 20210957
The following person is doing business as BOHO
BLUE STUDIOS, 1171 Forest Ave, Pacific Grove,
Monterey County, CA 93950: Barbara Ann Clark. This
statement was filed with the clerk of Monterey County
on 04/15/21. This business is conducted by an individual. Registrant commenced to transact business under
the fictitious business name listed above on 04/15/21.
Signed: Barbara Ann Clark.
Publication dates: 04/30/21, 05/07/21, 05/14/21,
05/21/21.
Fictitious Business Name Statement
File Number 20211157
The following person is doing business as ROOSTER
WHEELS & ROASTING, 212 Fountain Ave., Pacific
Grove, Monterey County, CA 93950, mailing PO Box
51100, Pacific Grove, CA, 93950: William A Greenbaum III. This statement was filed with the clerk of
Monterey County on 05/07/21. This business is conducted by. Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name listed above on
N/A. Signed: William A Greenbaum III.
Publication dates: 05/14/21, 05/21/21, 05/28/21,
06/04/21.
Fictitious Business Name Statement
File Number 20211262
The following person is doing business as PILLAR
TO POST HOME INSPECTIONS, 1163 Sonoma
Ave, Seaside, Monterey County, CA 93955, mailing
1093 Broadway Ave #182, Seaside, CA, 93955: PAC
Inspections Inc.. This statement was filed with the
clerk of Monterey County on 05/19/21. This business
is conducted by a corporation. Registrant commenced
to transact business under the fictitious business name
listed above on 08/12/20. Signed: Paige Bohrer, President.
Publication dates: 05/21/21, 05/28/21, 06/04/21,
06/11/21.

Marge Ann Jameson

Gossip & Fiddley Bits

Since his untimely death in January of 2021, folks have been asking what has
happened to his collection of more than 80,000 photographs of life on the Monterey
Peninsula. They have been reproduced in local history books and exhibits and on postcards, s well as having been borrowed to illutrate articles on local history in newspapers.
“They’re documents of precious local history and a crucial source for writers, architects, artists, engineers and historians, “ explains Monterey Public Library Director
Inga Waite in an article in the Monterey County Weekly.
When Hathaway died, he didn’t leave a will or name an administrator of his estate. On Jan. 26, Kent Seavey, locsl historian, petitioned to be the administrator of the
estate. A Monterey County Superior Court judge granted him that power temporarily,
until June 16.
There are others interested in the administration of the photo collection and want
to see it remain in reach of the public.

Panetta Votes in Favor

of Anti-Asian Hate Crimes Bil

This week, Congressman Jimmy Panetta (D-Carmel Valley) voted in support of
S. 937, the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, landmark legislation that strengthens the
nation’s defenses against hate crimes committed against Asian American and Pacific
Islander (AAPI) communities. This bipartisan bill, which will help combat anti-AAPI
discrimination and violence stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic, will now go to
President Biden’s desk to be signed into law.
“By supporting and passing the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, we in Congress
are standing with our AAPI family, friends, and neighbors, who have endured racial
slurs, physical intimidation, and even deadly violence as a result of this pandemic,”
said Congressman Panetta. “We acted quickly and boldly in advancing this landmark
legislation to the President’s desk to improve support for survivors, expand hate crime
reporting, and combat bigotry. Today’s passage is the first of many steps we in Congress will take to ensure no communities on the Central Coast or across our country
are terrorized by racially-motivated violence.”
According to a recent report, there were nearly 3,800 reported cases of anti-Asian
discrimination and incidents related to COVID-19 between March 19, 2020, and
February 28, 2021, in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.
The COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act will require the Attorney General to issue guidance for state, local, and tribal governments on how to:
Establish online reporting of hate crimes or incidents.
Collect disaggregated data.
Expand public education campaigns about hate crimes and victims.
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Pcific Grove Police Department
Crime Statistic

Lauren (Elle) Defensor Receives
Prestigious P.E.O. STAR
Scholarship

Lauren (Elle) Defensor, a senior at
Pacific Grove High School, was selected
to receive a $2,500 STAR Scholarship
from the P.E.O. Sisterhood. She was recommended by P.E.O. Chapter NJ of Carmel, CA. The award was presented at the
school’s Senior Awards Night on May 18th.
Elle will attend UC Davis in Sacramento in the fall to pursue a degree in Environmental Engineering. Her interests are
in civil engineering and technical writing,
and she ultimately hopes to work in the
field of clean energy, applying innovative
methods to world problems. Among other
activities, she is the past-president of the
PG High Interact Club (the youth branch
of Rotary International), has been involved
in the school music program, and has
volunteered at CHOMP. She has attended
the American Legion Auxiliary California Girls State, a leadership program
focused on government and citizenship,
and the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
(RYLA) program, an intensive leadership
experience organized by Rotary clubs and
districts.
The P.E.O. STAR Scholarship was
established in 2009 to provide scholarships
for exceptional high school senior women
to attend an accredited postsecondary educational institution in the U.S. or Canada
in the next academic year. The competitive
STAR Scholarship is for women who
exhibit excellence in leadership, academics, extracurricular activities, community
service and potential for future success.
Chapter NJ has been a part of the
Monterey Peninsula community since it
was organized in 1951. P.E.O. (Philanthropic Educational Organization) has
been celebrating women helping women
reach for the stars for more than 150 years.
Since its inception in 1869, the nonprofit
organization has helped nearly 120,000
women pursue educational goals by providing over $383 million in grants, schol-

The friends’ bookshop to reopen!

arships, awards and loans. The Sisterhood
also owns and supports Cottey College.
Through membership, the P.E.O. Sisterhood has brought together more than a half
a million women in the United States and
Canada who are passionate about helping
women advance through education, while
supporting and motivating them. In addition to the educational philanthropies, the
P.E.O. Sisterhood provides a framework of
support and community for all members.
What started with a bond of friendship
among seven women in Mount Pleasant,
Iowa, is now one of the oldest women’s
organizations in North America with close
to 6,000 chapters. To learn more about
P.E.O., its powerful educational philanthropies and see stories of women who
have benefited from the programs, visit
peointernational.org
Yo u c a n a l s o j o i n u s a t :
facebook.com/peointernational
@PEOInternational on Instagram
@PEOSisterhood on Twitter.com

Reopening is coming
June 15, 2021!

Advertise how you’re going
to do it

Call 831-324-4742
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The Friends of the PG Public Library are re-opening their bookshop! Stocked
aplenty with gently used books of all genres, plus DVDs, music CDs, and puzzles,
the Friends invite shoppers to return beginning Monday, 17 May, and every Monday-Friday morning thereafter from 10AM to noon. The shop is located downstairs
in the St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea social hall at the corner of 13th and Central. (See picture
below.) Volunteer staffers will be on hand to greet browsers a few at a time; masks and
hand-sanitizing (provided) are required.
Due to the high volume of books on hand, the Friends can only accept donations
of one bag per patron at the present time. Please ensure the books are in a condition
appropriate for resale.
The traditional First Saturday of the Month Sales will resume on Saturday, 7 August.
The Friends are looking forward to welcoming back our ‘regulars’ and meeting
new fans as well. All proceeds benefit the PG Public Library.
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Welcome to Your Library!

As this April 2021 National Library Week ends, the theme “Welcome to Your Library” is more meaningful, and hopeful, than ever before.
This year we recognize 113 years of welcome at the Pacific Grove Public Library
at 550 Central Avenue - cherished by generations of residents through two World Wars,
the Great Depression, the Great Recession, and now the Great Pandemic.
Our Staff
We celebrate our welcoming library staff, who have helped and delighted people
of all ages through virtual storytimes, downloadable books, online resources, phone
reference help, socially distanced park programs and hold pick ups, and more, during
the past 12 months.
Our Friends
We are grateful to our Friends members, donors, and volunteers, the City Council,
Library Board and Library Foundation, City employees for your investment in our
beautiful renewed library. We appreciate our renewing members and contributors. If your membership has lapsed, there’s still time to renew - online at www.
pglibraryfriends.org or when your renewal letter arrives in the mail.
Our Library
We are encouraged that the Library is now open two hours a week (Thursdays
from 2 to 4 pm) for public access (with limits) as well as other days for outside services.
We are also encouraged by our community’s support for returning library services to
pre-COVID levels. We look forward to more open hours, programs and services as
the pandemic eases and the City budget improves.
We know the time is approaching when we can all, finally, be welcomed back into
our library. We can’t wait! As we learn more, we’ll be sure to let you know.
Thank you for being a Friend!
With gratitude,
Kim
Kim Bui is president of the Friends of the Pacific Grove Public
Library

Reopening is coming
June 15, 2021!

Advertise how you’re going
to do it

Call 831-324-4742
The City of Pacific Grove
is open for business!

Our doors are open to the public with strict COVID
guidelines. Appointments are encouraged. Please be
prepared to sign in and answer a few questions Guidelines
and FAQs may be viewed online at cityofpg.org. Please note
staff are still available to serve the public virtually when at
all possible.
Public Records Requests are deemed received on regular
business days. However, as part of the COVID-19 emergency,
response times for public records requests may be delayed.
We will diligently process any requests as staff time permits

Jane Roland

Random Thoughts
My tales in the City

In my last column I wrote of
some of my days in San Francisco. When I
first moved there to live I was 21. Although
I had visited The City briefly over the years
I had never been exposed to the wonders.
It was the early fifties and it was a beautiful
town. Men wore hats to work and women
rarely went downtown without a hat and
gloves. In fact when I would go home (to
Carmel Valley) on weekends and took the
“Del Monte Flash” I was dressed to the
nines. In restaurants and entertainment
venues, such as the theatre and opera,
men wore tuxedos (or business suits) and
women evening attire. I was fortunately
in that I had a few friends who lived there
and were more than happy to show me
around. I can’t say that I ever thought of
Tucson as a small town but in comparison
to “Baghdad” it was very unsophisticated
and I was still “wet behind the ears” as the
saying goes.
I moved into Hill Top House, one
of the many “guest houses” that existed
primarily for people such as I. Those
who came from colleges had no roots in
the city and needed the full resources of a
“boarding” facility. My little abode had
only 6 rooms, most housing two people. It
was charming, on the corner of Jones and
Sacramento across from Grace Cathedral.
I soon made friends who remained close
until a few years ago. Some died young,
some not too long ago, some we simply
“lost” and all efforts to find them were to
no avail. All were recent college graduates
starting out in life. We had a wonderful
time; it was a club of men and women
who spent free time together. We went
bowling, to concerts, plays, drinking, to
games at Kezar, many spent weekends in
Carmel Valley, and we cried together over
our disappointments and cheered successes. The place was owned and run by two
men, Freddy and Roland. One day I came
home from work and found that Fred had
accepted a new resident who was to be
my room mate. He was thrilled, she came
from UofA and told him she was one of
my best friends. The truth was that I had
never liked the girl, she was not part of our
little group at school and, in fact, it was
one of those cases where if I
never saw her again it would
be too soon. However, there
she was and I had to make the
best of it. The first thing that
happened was she gave away
my parakeet because she was
allergic to birds Then when
the boys said I could have a
cat, he was with us very briefly as Nicky felt it was not a
good environment for him. It

came to a head, either she or me, so when
there was an empty bed in another room,
she moved out and I soon had a room mate
whom I thoroughly enjoyed.
During that period I had my first
taste of life in a city (The City as it was
euphemistically called). Our pocketbooks
were slim, as were those of our dates, so
night life pretty much involved parties
at the house or trips to North Beach. I
must confess that, while I hadn’t known
it, I was terribly provincial. I had read
East of Eden and knew about Red Light
Districts, but it was all glamorized fiction.
I knew many “Gays” at school but knew
little about Lesbians. I had an older beau
whom I had met during the summer, his
name was Carlos, he was thirty and a very
handsome man. One night he introduced
me to North Beach. We went to the hungry
eye, across from The City Lights Book
Store then across the street to Tommy’s
Place, it was underneath Carlos’s favorite
bar and had stairs going up. As we walked
through we got some cat calls and looks of
appreciation. I said “oh, look, Carlos, they
are jealous”…”Sure” he replied, “of me”.
I looked around. There were only women
in the place, I didn’t know whether to be
flattered or stunned.
We went up to Frank’s Bar which
became a favorite watering hole for me
and my friends. It was across the street
on Broadway from The Matador, of which
I shall write at a later time. Frank was a
wonderful, elderly (probably in his sixties)
The bar was the home of beatniks, gentle
folk, young people, a few bums and those
who simply wanted a few drinks in an establishment that could have been in a small
town. Next door was an establishment (I
don’t recall what it was, a laundromat ?
Upstairs was a room where bridge was
played all day and all night. I had played
college and party bridge and thought I was
an expert. Little did I know and fortunately I didn’t get involved in a game…where
hundreds of dollars were changing hands.
I will continue my saga of this time
of my life and throw in a few dogs and
cats to stay on the straight and narrow of
Animal Tales. These are the Other Random
Thoughts.
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Peter Silzer

Crossword Puzzle
In my last column I wrote of some of my days in San Francisco.

“Grammar School” by Peter Silzer
A thing or two about linguistics
Solve the puzzle online at crossword.
info/drpete
Across
1
Smartphone program
4
LIKE THESE LETTERS
8
Basic word order of Japanese and
Korean clauses
11 Deadly snake
12 Happen
14 Madison or 5th in NYC
15 EMT specialty
16 “I’d like to help” (2 wds)
17 Ocean (French)
18 Author unknown (abbr.)
20 *Fast or furiously, grammatically
22 Grammar stickler
24 Even if, for short
25 Juul or Blu, for example
26 *Him, but not hymn, grammatically
30 Salvation Army extension?
31 Joseph had one of many colors (2
wds)
33 POTUS advisory grp. since 1947
34 *1, but not one, grammatically
36 “Star Wars” general
37 “A Way with Words” broadcaster
38 *Spanish uno, but not Uno, grammatically
40 Grammatical category that makes
el sol and la luna, for example
43 Crafty site on the web
44 Skater Midori
45 Managed to annoy
47 Elect to or go for
50 Man’s name that’s an alphabetic
series
51 Type of type that’s not all that
special really
52 Prefix to grammarian or -logism
53 Convert to leather
54 Bert who portrayed Cowardly Lion
55 Descendant of Proto-Indo-European via Old Germanic, abbr.

Down
1
Alphabetic trio
2
Soda, for some
3
Fast/faster/fastest; fast/fasted; or fast/fasts
4
:
5
Not worth __ __ (valueless)
6
%
7
Indonesian island crossed by the Equator
8
Kind of difference, oxymoronically
9
Where an umlaut goes in a German vowel?
10 *Fast, but not quick, grammatically
13 Cinnamon candy piece
19 Pester
21 From overseas?
22 Serf, not surf or Cerf
23 Beige shade
26 It’s east of Ger.
27 Single-file (3 wds)
28 Plural selfie?
29 It’s south of VA.
31 Fancy French fragrance
32 Lewis who created the Jabberwock (and
the mimsy borogoves)
35 Where a period goes in a sentence
36 Not quite ROFL?
38 Not o’er
39 Pronounce or articulate
40 Main idea
41 Jazz legend James
42 *Fast, but not slow, grammatically
46 Acapulco aunt
48 It’s mightier than the sword, some say
49 Get dressed (with “up”)
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Pacific Grove Rotary
Concours Auto Rally
set for
Friday August 13, 2021
One the Most Popular Free Spectator
Events of Monterey Car Week returns
to its Traditional Downtown Setting

After hosting the only public event of Monterey Car Week in
2020, a socially-distanced rally drive through the rugged backroads
of Monterey County, the Rotary Club of Pacific Grove is pleased to
return to our traditional home in historic downtown Pacific Grove.
Now in its twenty-seventh year, the 2021 Pacific Grove Rotary
Concours Auto Rally is set for Friday August, 13th. Registration
is now open. Forms and schedule information are posted on the
website at pgautorally.org.
This annual event is geared for those enthusiasts who own,
drive, or appreciate all cars, especially Vintage, Classic, Sports, and
Luxury vehicles. The marque for 2021 is the Chevrolet Camaro.
Registration and staging of participating cars will begin at
noon along Lighthouse Avenue in the heart of Pacific Grove. There
is no charge for spectators who arrive throughout the day to view
the staged vehicles and to watch them depart on the rally drive that
leaves at 5:00 PM. The drive follows a route along the scenic Pebble
Beach shoreline and through the Del Monte Forest and returns to
Pacific Grove.
Proceeds from the event support Rotary Club of Pacific Grove
projects and local youth programs. Projects funded over the history
of the event have included the Pacific Grove Youth Center and high
school driver-training scholarships.
“We are excited to welcome locals and visitors back to our
traditional setting for this popular fundraising activity that supports numerous non-profits in Pacific Grove,” said Jan Stewart,
president-elect of the Rotary Club of Pacific Grove. “Bring your
friends, families and pets to enjoy a stroll and a meal in our quaint
downtown while taking part in this fun annual event.”
Editor contact: David Laws david.a.laws@gmail.com
Pacific Grove Rotary Concours Auto Rally
Phone: 831-372-3861 www.pgautorally.org E-Mail: pgautorally@
gmail.com
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Bob Silverman

Peter Silzer

Carmel Valley Report

Crossword Puzzle
In my last column I wrote of some of my days in San Francisco.

Time marches on in the valley
year.

Time is moving faster as well approach June 21 which is the longest day of the

We now have more hours of sunlight which in turn speeds up the growing
plants in the valley. The agapanthus will soon turn into a magic carpet of our own in
blue and white flowers. Rock rose gardens are already a sea of white flowers. It all
began with the jade plant bursting in flowers this last December.
Rose garden which had been cut way back in December are growing so fast
that it’s hard to keep up with. Our JFK Rose produces so many rose buds that they
have to be thinned out a little. With long days of sun the growing is fast. When the
days
In Alaska are never ending the gardens become very large and ours are small in
comparison. Visit Alaska in August to see record growth. Longer days of sun are the
key.
Our biggest concern after the virus is drought and fire season. We enjoy our
oak and spruce trees as well as Juniper and others. The roses require the right amount
of water.
A drip watering system is best.
Watch out for baby animals like rabbits this time of year.
On June 22 the days will start getting shorter and the growing will slow down a
bit in advance of fire season. The goal will be to stay ahead of mother nature.
Let’s protect and enjoy the valley.
Bob Silverman

Keep Wearing
Masks
in Public
Drive
New
My Drive

MPC Theatre perseveres

We in the MPC Theatre Department and Company are producing an
upcoming live-streamed event Called Perseverance - on Friday, May 21.
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CALL FOR ARTISTS

The 19th Annual West End Celebration

Get Backup and Sync
for Mac
Download
Learn more

“Art is Healing”
Saturday & Sunday, August28& 29 August
Artist / Artisan Vendor Applications Available
At their March 3, 2021 City Council Meeting the Sand City Council voted to
proceed with planning for this year’s West End Celebration.The Sand City West End
Celebration turns 20 this year and now more than ever it is needed. This wonderful
community event annually celebrates the creations of local and regional artisans, local
businesses, and a wide variety of Community Non-Profits making it family-friendly
and enjoyable for all who attend. The readers of the Monterey County Weekly have
for the last 5 years nominated the West End Celebration the best community event in
Monterey County.
The City of Sand City and the West End Celebration Event Coordinator invites you
to become involved in the 2021 West End Celebration to help promote your business
or organization. Last year’s 19th Anniversary was canceled due to COVID-19 and
as we plan this year we are aware that it could be cancelled and that this year’s event
will take special planning. This year the festival will feature greater vendor spacing
and limited capacity to ensure that we put on a safe and socially responsible event.
This unique gathering of commerce, community, and culture annually transforms
the streets of Sand City into a showcase of talents from throughout Monterey County
and beyond —artists; craftspeople; musicians; ground breaking designers; organic
gardeners; innovative start-up companies; and much more.
This year’s theme will once again be “Art is Healing.” Never before has this
been so true. Our greater Community is in great need of healing. The West End
Celebration is a true Community Event that supports youth arts and music programs
in our community
Download Application: at 0http://westendcelebration.com
Deadline for Registration: July 17, 2021
Sand City’s West End Celebration will once again be tracking its carbon footprint
and has plans to offset it. Organizers do this in preparation for showcasing some of the
County’s best examples of green business and innovative green ideas and products.
We encourage all vendors to be environmentally conscience with their products and
displays.
Food, beverage and environmentally- conscious product and service vendors
are also encouraged to apply. For more information and applications visit: www.
westendcelebration.com
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Brian Wood

Baseball

PG Stays True to its Mantra
It has been the mantra of the Pacific Grove baseball team, “The game doesn’t start
until the seventh inning!” Once again, the PG bats came alive in the last inning. Down
6-1, the Breakers put across four runs and had the tying run at first when the Soledad
right fielder put his glove around a fly ball for the final out. Best supporting actor in the
game turned out to be the Soledad wind--22 miles per hour, gusts above thirty.
PG was held scoreless in the first four innings gaining just one runner each inning.
Jay McMahon (first inning) and Jacob Booker (fourth) reached via errors and Anthony
Giammanco (second) and Brenden Moore (third) both singled. Moore added a stolen
base to his resume. McMahon’s trip to first was noteworthy due to his superior baserunning and situation awareness. He hit a hard grounder to the third baseman whose
throw pulled the first baseman off the bag towards home plate. McMahon assessed the
situation and went into a feet first slide into first evading the Soledad tag. Breakers
starting pitcher Spencer Nelson had his curve ball “working” today, As Janet Jackson
would say, it was “Nasty!” He struck out one in each of the first two innings allowing
a single in each, plus a walk in the second. Four PG errors in the fourth plus three
Soledad hits were enough to plate four runs. Once the damage was done, Nelson regained his domination, striking out two on his curve ball. After four Soledad led 4-0.
PG bounced back in the fifth. Colin Tavares hit a single into center just past a diving
second baseman. Moore followed up with a double down the third baseline. Tavares
advanced to third. With two outs Nathan Wood socked a single into right field scoring
Tavares. Moore was thrown out at home attempting to score with the tag coming in just
ahead of his slide. 4-1 Soledad. Nelson had his best inning of the game in the fourth,
setting down the side in order on just five pitches.
In the bottom of the fifth, the Aztecs lead off batter reached on a windblown infield
pop up. The next batter, Jorge Olivarria, took advantage of the wind in a different way
driving the ball over the left field fence for a two-run four-bagger. A single followed.
The next batter put down a terrific bunt in front of the plate. Catcher Wood pounced on
it and threw a strike to shortstop Lewis at second base. Two pitches later Lewis took
in a tough ground ball and started a slick 6-4-3 (Lewis to McMahon to Giammanco)
to end the inning for reliever Mitch Garcia. 6-1 Soledad.
The Breakers squandered a great chance in the sixth. Zach Lewis and JJ Courtney
led off with back to back singles. Booker followed with a sinking line drive to right
field. Right fielder Eric Segura made a diving catch to save a hit. The next two batters
put up fly balls that the outfielders were able to track down, despite the wind, and pull
in for outs. Reliever Ryan Destefano put up a zero for Soledad in their half of the sixth.
Now...the seventh inning! PG’s inning! The first batter knocked a fly ball into right
field for an out. Up stepped Moore who hammered the first pitch to deep left over the
fence.Solead 6, PG 2. McMahon follwed with an infield single to the third baseman.
After falling behing one ball and two strikes, Wood took three consecutive balls for a
walk to put runners on first and second. Lewis followed with a solid shot to left centerfield for a double scoring McMahon. 6-3. Still just one out, Courtney, representing the
tying run at the plate, knocked his second single of the game, this time to left, scoring

Wood. 6-4. Booker then hit a LONG fly ball to center causing the center fielder to
have to race back before making a great catch for the second out. Lewis scored from
third on the sacrifice fly. The lead had been decreased to one, 6-5. With Courtney still
at first (the tying run), the last out was recorded on a fly ball to left field for the final
out of the game.
Stand outs for Pacific Grove: Brenden Moore single, double, home run, stolen
base, run, RBI. Zach Lewis single, double, run, RBI, defensive play. JJ Courtney
two singles, RBI. Nathan Wood single, walk, run, RBI, defensive play. For Soledad,
Andrew Nichols pitched a complete game seven inning victory.
Box Score.
Brenden Moore 3-4 2B HR run RBI SB
Jay McMahon 1-4 run
Nathan Wood 1-3 run RBI BB
Zach Lewis 2-4 2B run RBI
JJ Courtney 2-4 RBI
Jacob Booker SF RBI
Anthony Giammanco 1-4
Colin Tavares 1-run
Spencer Nelson 4 IP 5H 3ER 1BB 4K
Mitch Garcia 1 IP 2H 1ER
Ryan Destefano 1 IP 1H 0R 1BB (intentional)
Fabian Cabrera 1-4 2B run
Dominic Chavez 1-3 run sac
Eric Segura 3-3 2 run RBI IBB
Jorge Olivarria 2-4 HR 2 runs 2 RBI
Jeramie Banuelos 2-3
Andrew Nichols 7 IP 11 H 5R 1BB 3K
complete game victory
PG (4-11, 2-9 league) hosts San Benito at 410pm on Wed May 19. This was
the Breakers fifth one-run loss of the season.

Fighting the wind on pop flies was the story of the day
The game got off to a normal enough start with both teams putting up goose eggs
in the first inning. PG managed a Rey Avila walk to start the game. Breakers starting
pitcher Zayne Turner ended the bottom of the inning with a superb pickoff of a baserunner at second base.
PG’s offense got on track in the second inning, putting up three runs. Sam Knox
knocked a one-out low line drive double to left-center field in the second and moved
to third on a Makai Hayes single. Neemah Shahidi was plunked by a pitch to load the
bases with two outs. Both Knox and Hayes scored when Avila reached on an error with
Shahidi moving to third base. He later scored on a wild pitch for a 3-0 PG lead. Turner
faced three batter once again in the second. He was aided by catcher Knox who threw
out a runner attempting to steal second.
The Breakers added four runs in the third inning. Kaleb Shannon led off with a
single to right. Ryan Bell reached on a fielder’s choice that found Shannon also being
safe at second. Jack Giammanco singled home Shannon. Knox drew a base on balls.
Bell, Giammanco, and Knox all scored on errant pitches. PG led 7-0. Turner (with his
fastball clocked at 74mph) finished his third inning of work with another scoreless frame
reducing his team leading ERA to 1.33. He was pulled early due to the commanding
lead in the game. He appeared focused on throwing strikes and pitching to contact.
Shortstop Avila handled the wind well making two difficult catches of squirrely
pop ups in the second and third innings.
The crooked number for the Junior Breakers in the fourth was a 3. Avila and Turner
both reached on errors and later scored. Shannon walked, moved to second on a Bell
single, and came home on a Giammanco double for the third run of the inning.
Aidan Lovera was excellent in relief hurling four innings and not allowing an
earned run. Soledad notched two unearned runs off of two PG miscues and a walk.
PG now led 10-2.
PG cut put nothing across the plate in the fifth or sixth innings. Aiden Quinton and
Avila had back-to-back singles in the fifth but were left stranded. Bell doubled in the
sixth but went no further. Meanwhile Lovera retired the Junior Aztecs 1-2-3 in the fifth
and gave up a lone single in the sixth while keeping Soledad scoreless.
Another run was added to Pacific Grove’s tally in the seventh. Hayes was hit by
a pitch and brought home on a Quinton single. Pitcher Lovera exited the game with a
scoreless seventh, putting the finishing touches on it with a strike out.
Kaleb Shannon is looking more comfortable with each at bat as he recovers from
his injury. He socked a line drive single into right in the 3rd. Shannon did a nice
job at first base today and also had to fight the wind on some foul pop ups near the
opponent’s dugout.
On offense, Breakers batters did a good job attacking first pitch fastballs.
Stand outs include pitchers Turner and Lovera (7 IP, 0 ER), plus-Giammanco, Bell,
and Quinton each with multi-hit games to lead the offensive attack.

Box Score
Rey Avila 1-4 run BB SB
Zayne Turner run
Kaleb Shannon 1-3 2 runs BB
Ryan Bell 2-4 run 2B
Jack Giammanco 2-3 run 2 RBI 2B
Sam Knox 1-3 2 runs BB 2B
Makai Hayes 1-3 2 runs HBP
Neemah Shahidi run HBP
Aiden Quinton 2-2 RBI
Zayne Turner 3 IP 1H 1BB 2K

Aidan Lovera 4 IP 1H 1BB 2K
PG (7-5, 4-5 in league) hosts San Benito on Wed,
May 19 at 410pm.

Shortstop Rey Avila loads for a line drive single
into left field in the top of the 4th inning during an
11-2 PG JV victory over Soledad. Photo by Jared
Turner, Monday, May 17, 2021.
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In partnership with Monterey County Theatre Alliance, the Living History Company presents:

'William Randolph Hearst'
by Carol Marquart
By popular demand, we are presenting redesigned presentations of "William
Randolph Hearst: by Carol Marquart.
Your choice of three performance dates:
Friday, May 28, 5:30pm
Saturday, May 29, 5:30pm
Sunday, May 30, 2:00pm
Reserve your seat by REGISTERING in advance. After registering, you will receive
a confirmation email and how to join.
A performance featuring those who knew him best: Catherine Campbell Hearst,
(daughter-in-law), Phoebe & George Hearst,(mother and father), Julia Morgan (the first
female architect), Marion Davies (showgirl and mistress) Millicent Hearst, (wife) and
others, including Joseph Pulitzer (New York newspaper wars 'enemy'), Bill Hearst Jr,
(son) and of course, William Randolph Hearst, the builder of castles, creator of "yellow
journalism," and a man with limitless ambition and wealth.
======================================
Need more information about the play? please contact Carol Marquart 831-3752235
Help with Registration, contact Andrea McDonald
Email: admin@theatremonterey.org
======================================
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Established Weekly
Newspaper seeks an
energetic person for
commission-only
position on our team
Generous Percentages
Wide-Open Territory
Full to Part-Time
No quotas

Call 831-324-4742
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Reopening is coming
June 15, 2021!

Advertise how you’re going
to do it

Call 831-324-4742

Times
Local NEWSpaper for Pacific Grove & the Peninsula
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Wanda Sue Parrott
Homeless in Paradise

let the boondoggle busting begin—Part 1

Could California profit from a debt-forgiving jubilee?

Busting a boondoggle as big as homelessness is like riding a Brahma bull. If Buster
beats Bucko without breaking into pieces, giving up, or dying, he/she has a chance of
winning.
But if not, Buster will get blamed for his/her failure. Then, round and round with
Bucko the successors will go, in a housing crisis boondoggle-busting contest now
approaching the half-century mark.
What’s evident is that California is poised to finally tackle the social plague of
homelessness that’s infested the Golden State during the five decades of insanely high
housing costs.
Will this decade of the 2020s end free of tents, tarps and trash on park grounds,
riverbeds and onramps? That depends on whether major political boondoggling stops
and real progress is made in solving the housing/homeless crisis which, today, is rife
with rumors that the governor hopes to give free money to everyone?
It’s true that Gov. Newsom’s California Comeback Proposal includes such free
cash as the $600 Golden State Stimulus checks now being distributed. As to other free
money known as Universal Basic Income (UBI), I e-mailed Doug McLain of Pacific
Grove, an economy-savvy friend:
What’s the economic story?
Doug emailed: “The Republicans have walked over the cliff on the right and are
fading from the political scene. Meanwhile the Democrats have 1 percent, not the 99
percent. So, they’re continuing to walk rightwards, following the Republicans toward
the cliff.   No one is representing the 99 percent anymore. Bernie claims to, but he
doesn’t have enough power to do it. Michael Hudson is my favorite economist. Here he
explains our present (Feb. 2021) economic situation.” https://youtu.be/C8EC9c2u5OU .
Doug continued, “Michael Hudson’s basic point is that with compound interest,
debts can accumulate so much that they can never be repaid. Unless there is debt
cancellation, the population is in bondage and the civilization eventually collapses,
often violently.
“The ancient Babylonians understood this and had a Jubilee Year every 50 years
or so and cancelled all the debts.
“The Jews copied the idea into the Bible (Lev 25).
“The Greeks, and particularly the Romans, ignored it to their peril.
“Later, we often had debt cancellations after wars, but that didn’t happen after
World War I and it led to World War II.
“Debts are building up to unsustainable levels again. Tens of millions of people
are behind on their rent or mortgages and face evictions. . . landlords cannot pay their
mortgages. , ,
What’s the homeless story?
“I’m afraid the homeless problem is getting much worse. . . many people are out-ofwork and behind on their rent or mortgages. The number of foreclosures will increase
and hedge funds will buy up the houses and increase the rents, like they did in 2008.
“We are an economy of owners and renters. The owners have a monopoly on places
to live and can keep increasing the rents that the renters have to pay. So, the owners
get richer and the renters suffer.
Curing this basic problem is what Georgism (Land Value Tax and Universal
Basic Income) is all about.”
What is Georgism?
Nineteenth-century economist Henry George believed in one tax on the value of
land as a way to bridge the gap between wealth and poverty. Of landowners, he said,
“We may safely leave them the shell, if we take the kernel.
It is not necessary to confiscate land; it is only necessary to confiscate rent.”
In today’s terms, Doug McLain asks from the Georgist viewpoint, “Where can
the homeless park or put up their tents? The rich don’t like seeing the tents, so they

From: Wanda Sue Parrott, 831-899-5887, amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com
Welcome to our new series LET THE BOONDOGGLE BUSTING BEGIN!--Part 1,
“COULD CALIFORNIA PROFIT FROM A DEBT-FORGIVING JUBILEE?” Governor Gavin Newsom is named recipient of the Boondoggle Buster of the Year Award
and speculation he’s contemplating giving free money to Californians is addressed
through introduction of concept of Universal Basic Income.
To visit the online archive of previous columns, visit www.homeless-in-paradise.
yolasite.com/ Or read it in the Monterey Peninsula’s weekly Cedar Street Times, at
www.cedarstreettimes.com .
May the Muse be with you.
get the police to chase out the homeless, even ripping up and destroying everything a
homeless person owns. It’s criminal. We should be able to find a few acres at Fort Ord
or somewhere people could park or put tents up and live safely.”
What is Universal Basic Income?
“Utopia for Realists” by Rutger Bregman reveals a March 1973 Canadian pilot
experiment in which the provincial governor earmarked $83 million U.S. dollars to
capitalize an experiment called Mincome.
One thousand lower-income families in the small town of Dauphin got a monthly
no-questions-asked check; a family of four averaged around $19,000 per year. Could
the free money sustain them above poverty level?
Universal Basic Income was so successful that Dauphin is on record as one of five
guaranteed income experiments. The other four were in the U.S. This link shows 50
homeless men who each got $5,000 free. The results might surprise you.
Is UBI a possibility here in California? We’ll keep our eyes on the governor as his
boondoggle busting continues. https://fb.watch/2OGm-XfTSb/
If it happens, you might read about it here first!
###
Credits: Photo from Google Free Images; haiku quartet by Wanda Sue Parrott.
“The Boondoggler’s Bible—How to Fight Like City Hall to Win!! ($17 from author
Wanda Sue Parrott, P. O. Box 1821, Monterey, CA 93942-1821) or from amazon.com .
Website property of Great Spirit Publishing. Content copyrighted by Wanda Sue
Parrott.
Contribute to website maintenance on the Contact section at
http://www.homeless-in-paradise.yolasite.com
“Homeless in Paradise” is a free public service self-funded and produced by independent journalist Wanda Sue Parrott that appears on Facebook, Nextdoor, Cedar
Street Times and private email lists. To be added to the list, contact 831-899-5887,
amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com .
Copyright 2021 by Wanda Sue Parrott.

MCTA and Howard Burnham present:

WILLIAM HOGARTH Artist of his Age
5:30 PM Saturday, May 22, 2021
“Seats” still available. Not too late to register!
Written and performed by Howard Burnham.
Admission is Free but “Seating” is limited. Please Register
in advance.
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Mask Update

California and Monterey County will keep
existing mask guidance in place until June 15, when
it aims to fully reopen the economy. After that, the
state plans to allow fully-vaccinated Californians to
go without a mask in most indoor settings. You will
still have the option to wear a mask if you choose.

Improv
Classes Starting
June 21!

Are you ready? I hope so, because I am!
Starting Monday, June 21st, drop-in classes will
be returning. Class is from 6:30-8pm ($15). We
meet at 205 Montecito Avenue in Monterey. As
always, all skill levels are welcome. Monterey
Comedy Improv will also be getting back to live
shows, hopefully in July.
Spontaneously Yours,
Rich

Feline Fridays at SPCA
Veterinary Clinic

SPCA Monterey County’s Veterinary
Clinic offers affordable, quality spays and
neuters for all cats, kittens, dogs, puppies,
and rabbits. Twice a month we also offer
a special Feline Friday event, which
offers low cost spays and neuters for 25
feral cats and 28 friendly owned cats.
The next Feline Friday event takes place
next Friday, May 28. Feral cats do not
require appointments. Appointments for
friendly cats are available now at www.
spcamc.org/vet-clinic.
The cost is just $35 for owned cats, and
$25 for feral cats which includes the
cat’s spay or neuter surgery and rabies
vaccination. For safety, all feral cats must
be brought in a humane feral cage. Drop
off is between 7 and 8 am on Friday, May
28.

Big News Coming
June 15
Call Us at 831-324-4742
to get in on the action
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Pacific Grove Public Library

Pacific Grove Public Library

Public Works Asks the Public...
No Wipes in the Pipes!
COVID-19 has caused an uptick in the use of paper towels & disinfecting wipes. This is a friendly reminder to dispose of these items in the
trash. These items should never be flushed down the toilet.
Unlike toilet paper, when these products are flushed down the toilet,
they do not break down. As more of these items make their way into the
City’s Sewer System they collect together and cause clogs in the sewer
lines. Clogged sewer lines can cause sewage to back-up into the property owner’s lateral lines and can result in costly repairs for property
owners and the City!
Please only flush toilet paper down the toilet.
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Mike Garcia

Breaker Basketball

Pacific Grove High Men’s
Varsity Basketball prevails
over Carmel High School
Pacific Grove High School Varsity Basketball team prevailed over Carmel
High in an impressive 59 to 37 win. PG high has won their last two games. Pacific
Grove controlled the tip but turned it over on a travel violation call. Pacific Grove senior
Maximilian Podell had an impressive game scoring the team’s first points. PG took a 19
to 7 lead after the first quarter. They maintained the lead at halftime when they led 39 to
22 over Carmel. PG increased they’re margin when they jumped out to a 43 to 26 over
Carmel with 4:32 left in the 3rd quarter. PG continued to lead by a sizable margin 51 to
30 at the end of the 3rd quarter. In addition to Maximilian Podell having an impressive
game, senior Reed Samuels, and sophomore Dilbar Dhaliwal had impressive outings
as well. Pacific Grove led throughout most of the game. They were dominant as they
won by a final score of 59 to 37 over Carmel. Pacific Grove Dan Powers said it was a
momentum boost that his team has won they’re past two games. He said there is room
for improvement. He added that Carmel is a well-coached team and a talent one as well.
Also, he was impressed by the performances by seniors Reed Samuels and Maximilian
Podell. He said they were key contributors to their team winning the game, and that
they have great experience as they have three years of varsity experience. Likewise, he
was impressed by the play of sophomore Dilbar Dhaliwal. He felt he had a solid game
as well.

Photos by John Cross
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Wayne Guffin

Track & Field

Sorry Steve

We all knew it would happen someday, but to be obliterated like that...?
When I first started running for the
Breakers as a freshman on the Cross
Country team in the Fall of 1971, the
school record in the 2-Mile was 10:19.8,
set the previous spring by then sophomore
Richard Barraza. The 2-Mile was relatively new to California high schools, just
having been added to the order of events
in 1965. By the time RB graduated in ’73,
he had twice won the MTAL Cross Country crown, placed 3rd in the ’72 CCS XC
Championships, Small Schools Division,
and in the spring of ’73, came back from
an injury, ran one workout on the track and
proceeded to win the MTAL 2-Mile title.
Somewhere along the line he lowered his
school record to 9:52.5, since converted to
9:49.1 for 3200 Meters. In 1975, Phillip
Adams, fresh off his race-of-a-lifetime
at the ’74 CCS XC Championships (see
“Cross Country’s Greatest Day,” Dec. 6,
2019 issue), lowered the school record
to 9:43.8 (9:40.4 meters). The next fall,
at a National Postal 2-Mile held at West
Valley College, Saratoga, Steve Rumrill,
Steve Watkins, and Tim Minor all crossed
the finish line together in 9:32.5. But as
that race took place during cross country
season those marks were never considered to be school track records. I can see
arguments on both sides of the fence on
that. During the ’76 track season, Watkins
ran a 9:33.0 (9:29.6 meters), Minor 9:32.8
(9:29.4), and on a hot day on Gonzales
High’s slow dirt track, Rumrill won the
MTAL 2-Mile in 9:32.2 (9:28.8). In 2018,
Henry Loh ran the 3200 Meters in 9:48.05
to nudge Barraza off the top 5 list in a
bittersweet moment, coming as it did just
three months after RB’s untimely passing
in an auto accident. You left us far too
soon, dear friend. Far too soon.
In the 45 years since Rumrill’s
record run, no one had approached those
fast times from ’75-’76. Until this season.
As noted in an earlier article, on April 24
at the Dublin Social Distance Fiesta, Sam
Coutts ran the 3200 in 9:32.58, nipping
on the heels of those Breaker legends.
At a home meet on April 27 Sam ran the
1600 Meters in 4:23.59, placing him 4th
on the school’s list behind Chris Bowe
(4:18.2, converted from a 4:19.8 mile,
1983), Jake Alt (4:23.39, 2017), David
Cattanach (4:23.3, 1984) and just ahead of
Bob Crispin (4:23.9, 4:25.5 mile, 1963).
It was clear that Sam was ripe for some
breakthrough performances.
On the weekend of May 7-8,
Arcadia High in SoCal hosted its annual
invitational, one of the premier all-high
school meets in the state, if not the country.
On the schedule for the Friday evening

Richard Barraza. 1972 Sea Urchin
Yearbook photo.

session was Event #214: the Boys Seeded
3200 Meters, in which Sam was entered.
Jonathon Aguilar of Katella and Ryan
Todd of Santa Fe Christian led the tightly
bunched field of 25 through an opening
lap of 68 while Sam, who had settled
into last, went through in 70. The next
five laps went by with very even splits of
70 or 71 seconds each; Fabian Del Villar
of Fillmore led two, Levi Taylor of San
Marcos set the pace for two more, then
Laguna Beach’s Mateo Bianchi went into
the lead. Sam meanwhile stayed in last
through the second lap, moved up one
place on the third, and as the field finally
started stretching out a bit, passed several
down the fourth back stretch while staying
tucked in on the rail and went through the
halfway point in 18th or 20th. Sam maintained his position on the inside through
the 5th lap, moved up several and with
800 to go was in a strong 13th. Bianchi
picked the pace up with a 68 second 7th
lap while Sam finally moved out to lane
two passing runners down the back stretch
and putting himself into the lead pack in
6th with one to go. Bianchi strung the pack
out over the last 200 and held off early
leader Del Villar to win in 9:11.49. Sam
was passed by one late charger down the
homestretch to finish 7th with a new school
record 9:15.23, 13.57 seconds under Steve
Rumrill’s 45 year old mark. To say that
Sam ran a very intelligent race would be
an understatement. Congratulations!
A complete video of the race can
be viewed here: https://www.arcadiainvitational.org/eprofile.php?event_
id=63&do=videos&video_id=305160
To digress a bit before getting back
to Arcadia: 1975 was a remarkable year
for the high school 2-Mile. That year’s
California State final has been regarded as
one of the finest ever, with Eric Hulst of
Laguna Beach and Loara’s Ralph Serna in
a blistering dual up front. Hulst prevailed
in 8:44.9, and Serna suffered the ignominy
of running the fastest ever non-winning
time in a high school 2-Mile: 8:45.9. The
next two finishers were under 9:00, and the
top 15 or so under 9:15. That was a very
deep and fast field for that era.
Back in those days Coach Chamberlin
each year would take the seniors who had
been on his track team for four years to
the State Meet. His treat all the way. And
it wasn’t fast food for dinner. No, it was
sit down dinners, anything on the menu –

steak and lobster, prime rib..., ah man....
That year’s meet was held at Balboa Park
Stadium, San Diego. So, thanks to Mr.
C, my teammates and I got to see that
great race, and a lot of others. We got to
see San Jose native Dedy Cooper tie the
National High School record in the 120
Yard High Hurdles. And, of course, our
own Dean Roddick, having placed 2nd in
the CCS Discus, was competing in that
event. We experienced a great two day
meet. And for some icing on the cake, we
must have played every miniature golf
course between P.G. and S.D., both going
and coming. A most excellent four day
road trip.
But what made ’75 so remarkable was
this: back then sub-9 runners were few
and far between. There were probably not
more than a dozen or fifteen in the entire
nation that year. So it was quite amazing
that three of those runners came from the
same school, and a small school at that.
Hammond High in northwest Indiana,
with an enrollment of about 700, produced
Rudy Chapa who that season ran 8:52.6,
Tim Keogh, 8:52.8, and Carey Pinkowski,
8:56.2. For 39 years Hammond remained
the only U.S. high school to have had three
sub-9 runners on one team. Then, on June
14, 2014 at the New Balance Nationals in
Greensboro N.C., New York’s Northport
High went one better when three of their
runners broke 9:00 in the same race. Mike
Brannigan won in 8:53.59, and brothers
Tim and Jack McGowan placed 3rd and
4th in 8:56.60 and 8:57.57 respectively.

Until May 8, those remained the only two
members of the 3-Under-9 Club.
Then came the Arcadia Invitational’s Saturday evening session. The Boys
Invitational 3200. Possibly the fastest,
deepest mass finish ever in an all-high
school race. The top 15 all broke 9:00. Two
of those, Ajani Salcido and Braden King
are teammates at Jesuit High. Bellarmine
Prep (San Jose) seniors Colin Peattie and
Nolan Topper both went sub-9 for the
first time, and as Nolan’s twin Galen did
the same at the Dublin meet, that school
joined the club. But wait, there’s more.
Newbury Park High School had not
three, but four runners under 9:00 in that
race. Colin Sahlman won in 8:43.42, Lex
Young was 2nd (8:43.71), Leo Young 6th
(8:55.82) – all three are sophomores by
the way – and junior Daniel Appleford
was 9th in 8:56.77. Their fifth runner,
Nicholas Goldstein, a senior, finished 22nd
in a “measly” 9:10.41. The Young twins,
incidentally, come by their talent honestly.
Their older brother Nico was the 2019
State 3200 champion and was twice State
Division II Cross Country champ.
God help Newbury Park’s competitors over the next couple of years – they’re
going to need all the help they can get.
A complete video of that race is available here: https://www.arcadiainvitational.
org/eprofile.php?event_id=63&do=videos&video_id=305276

Sam Coutts going head to head with York’s Michael Julian and John Puka
of Stevenson, en route to his 4:23.59 1600 Meters. Wayne Guffin photo.

In this November 1, 1975 National Postal 2-Mile race, (from right to left)
Breakers Tim Minor, Steve Rumrill, and Steve Watkins all ran 9:32.5.
Richard H. Chamberlin photo, courtesy of Steve Rumrill.

Phil Adams. 1974 photo courtesy of
Pat Pagnella.
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COVID-19 Positivity Rates for
Monterey County

Cedar Street Times is proud to announce our next scholastic English essay contest is open to Pacific Grove
High School students, Pacific Grove Middle School Students, and Monterey Bay Charter School students.
The theme of this contest is “Lesser-known figures of the American Revolution”. Each essay
will be a short biography of some person who is not well known that participated in the American Revolutionary War. You can choose anyone – Patriot or Loyalist, young or old, male or female, free or slave. Tell us who they are, where they lived, what they did and why they did it.
Essays must be no more than 600 words, must contain at least 3 paragraphs; and all references (at least 2) should be listed at the end, followed by your name, grade, school and date.
Yo u m a y n o t p l a g i a r i z e n o r c u t a n d p a s t e t e x t f r o m a n y s o u r c e . T h e w r i t ing must be your own. You cannot get help from parents or teachers except to understand the rules. You all agree to abide by these rules under the honor system. We trust you.
Essays will be graded 1/3 on grammar and punctuation, 1/3 on style and syntax, and 1/3 on
story-telling and “lesser-knownness” (if you write about George Washington, you will not win!)
Essay entries should be double spaced and must be emailed to Cedarstreettimes@gmail.com
with a Subject Line of “Essay Contest” no later than noon Tuesday June 22. Winning entries will be
printed in the June 25 issue of the Cedar Street Times—in time for Independence Day celebrations.
We are seeking sponsors for $100 First Prize, $50 Second Prize, and $25 Third Prize. We may also solicit
prize money for Honorable Mentions. If you are interested in being a sponsor, call Gary at 831-324-4742
or email cedarstreettimes@gmail.com. Sponsors will receive recognition in print along with the essays.

YELLOW TIER
IN SIGHT!

May Come as Early as May 19
Monterey County is in the Orange Tier in
California's 4-Tier Framework of COVID-19
restrictions.
Monterey County has 1.9 New Cases Per
100K/ 1.2% positivity rate. Our health equity
quartile is 1.3%. A slight improvement from last
week with our positivity rate unchanged. A 1.5
positivity rate puts us in range for the Yellow Tier,
but our cases per 100K per day need to dip below
2.0 for seven days for us to move into the Yellow
or "Minimal Risk" Tier

Breaker Basketball
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