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Memor ia l  Day  i s  an  Amer ican  ho l iday,  ob -
served on the last Monday of May, honoring the men 
and women who died while serving in the U.S. military. 

Originally known as Decoration Day, it originated in the 
years following the Civil War and became an official federal 
holiday in 1971. Many Americans observe Memorial Day by 
visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding family gatherings and 
participating in parades. Unofficially, it marks the beginning 
of the summer season. While the first commemorative Memo-
rial Day events weren’t held in the United States until the late 
19th century, the practice of honoring those who have fallen 
in battle dates back thousands of years. The ancient Greeks 
and Romans held annual days of remembrance for loved ones 
(including soldiers) each year, festooning their graves with 
flowers and holding public festivals and feasts in their honor.

In Athens, public funerals for fallen soldiers were held 
after each battle, with the remains of the dead on display for 
public mourning before a funeral procession took them to their 
internment in the Kerameikos, one of the city’s most prestigious 
cemeteries. One of the first known public tributes to war dead 
was in 431 B.C., when the Athenian general and statesman 
Pericles delivered a funeral oration praising the sacrifice and 
valor of those killed in the Peloponnesian War—a speech that 
some have compared in tone to Abraham Lincoln’s Gettys-
burg Address. It didn’t become a federal holiday until 1971.

American’s embraced the notion of “Decoration Day” 
immediately. That first year, more than 27 states held some 
sort of ceremony, with more than 5,000 people in attendance 

Flags at half staff in front of the Pacific Grove firehouse.

By Mike Clancy

The fourth and final lecture of the 2019 
Leon Panetta Lecture Series took place on 
Monday May 27 at the Monterey Conference 
Center and posed two important questions:  
“What was the hope of our forefathers?  Has 
it worked?”  These questions were discussed 
in context of the overall theme of this year’s 
lecture series,  “Checks and Balances – Will 
Our Democracy Survive?”

A portion of the story was omitted last 
week. It is included this week.

Secretary Panetta brought two of the 
leading historians of our time to the stage for 
this lecture.  

Dr. Douglas Brinkley is the Katherine 
Tsanoff Brown Chair in Humanities and 
Professor of History at Rice University.  He 
is also the CNN Presidential Historian and a 
contributing editor at Vanity Fair, and serves 
on the Council on Foreign Relations and the 
James Madison Council of the Library of 
Congress.  The New York Historical Society recently chose Dr. 
Brinkley as their official “United States Presidential Historian.”  
His recent book, Cronkite, won the Sperber Prize, while his 
book, The Great Deluge: Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans and 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast, received the Robert F. Kennedy 
Book Award.  His two-volume annotated work, The Nixon 
Tapes, recently won the Arthur S. Link – Warren F. Kuehl Prize. 

Dr. Annette Gordon-Reed is the Charles Warren Professor of 
American Legal History at Harvard Law School and a Professor 
of History in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at Harvard Univer-
sity.  She has published six books, among them The Hemingses of 
Monticello: An American Family (2008), which won numerous 
awards, including the Pulitzer Prize in history and the National 
Book Award for nonfiction.  Dr. Gordon-Reed is also the author 

Final Panetta Lecture Looks at History and the Constitution

Vice President Dan Quayle, the for-
ty-fourth Vice President of the United 
States.

President Bill Clinton, the forty-second 
President of the United States.

Memorial Day or Decorations Day: 

Practice
Social

Distancing
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PG RAIN GAUGE
Pacific Grove, beyond FOREST HILL SHOPPING and below Holman Hwy.   

Data reported by Bruce & Judy Cowan, residents.   
Week Ending Wednesday,   May 5, 2021

Inches, as of 8 AM, 5/5/21 ..................................................0” 
Total since   July 1, 2020................................................ 8.37”     
 Rain total one   year ago to date:  ......................... 23.72” 
 Previous Year Total--July 2019 through June 2020:  22”

at a ceremony at Arlington National 
Cemetery. By 1890, every former state 
of the Union had adopted it as an official 
holiday. But for more than 50 years, the 
holiday was used to commemorate those 
killed just in the Civil War, not in any 
other American conflict. It wasn’t until 
America’s entry into World War I that 
the tradition was expanded to include 
those killed in all wars, and Memorial 
Day was not officially recognized na-
tionwide until the 1970s, with America 
deeply embroiled in the Vietnam War.

It was a long road from Decora-
tion Day to an official Memorial Day.

Although the term Memorial Day 
was used beginning in the 1880s, the hol-
iday was officially known as Decoration 
Day for more than a century, when it was 

changed by federal law. Four years later, 
the Uniform Monday Holiday Act of 1968 
finally went into effect, moving Memorial 
Day from its traditional observance on 
May 30 (regardless of the day of the week), 
to a set day—the last Monday in May. The 
move has not been without controversy, 
though. Veterans groups, concerned that 
more Americans associate the holiday 
with first long weekend of the summer 
and not its intended purpose to honor 
the nation’s war dead, continue to lobby 
for a return to the May 30 observances. 
For more than 20 years, their cause was 
championed by Hawaiian Senator—and 
decorated World War II veteran—Daniel 
Inouye, who until his 2012 death reintro-
duced legislation in support of the change 
at the start of every Congressional term.

This story from History.com

PMemorial Day from page 1
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PLecture From Page 1

Joy Welch
“Joy’s quiet strength,

persistence and care for her
clients is legendary on the 

Monterey Peninsula.”
Lic. # 00902236

Cell: 31-214-0105 eMail: joywelch@redshift.com

Trash Haulng & Dump Runs
Yard Work and Odd Jobs

Reasonable Rates
Trustworthy College Student

Call
Ben Minik

831-392-5851

of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings: An American Controversy, which was a finalist 
in the first annual Library of Virginia Literary Awards. She was elected a Fellow of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2011 and is a member of the Academy’s 
Commission on the Humanities and Social Sciences.

 Recognizing that it was Memorial Day, Panetta Institute Co-Chair and CEO, 
Sylvia Panetta, opened the forum by calling for a moment of silence to remember those 
who had died defending our country.  She then set the focus for the event by harking 
back to the writing of the U.S. Constitution and posing the question, “How well are we 
doing at protecting our democracy?”

 Secretary Panetta followed by noting that the Framers of the Constitution 
knew that they had to limit the power of each of the three branches of government, 
and thus needed to implement checks and balances between them.  He then turned to 
the panelists and asked why the Framers felt it was so necessary to limit power in this 
way.  Gordon-Reed responded that it was a result of what they had been through with 
the British Monarchy; they wanted to ensure that America would never be ruled by a 
King.  Brinkley agreed and used the word “tyrant” to describe what they were most 
worried about.  He went on to say that “we are at a crisis point now”, citing the low 
approval ratings for Congress and the polarization of the courts.  Brinkley also said, 
“The Constitution is under intense strain, as President Trump does not seem to care 
about it.”

 Secretary Panetta quoted John Adams, “There never was a democracy yet that 
did not commit suicide”, and asked, “Are we in danger of undermining our democra-
cy?”  Gordon-Reed answered that Jefferson understood that we need an educated and 
involved electorate to protect democracy.  She also pointed out the danger of too much 
money in politics, and said that is something that the Framers did not anticipate.  

 Secretary Panetta brought up the issue of Presidents arising from a cult of 
personality, and both panelists agreed that this is real and a concern.  Gordon-Reed 
said, “Star power makes a difference”, and Brinkley said that the Framers could have 
never anticipated the power of television, claiming that Presidents must be telegenic.  
He also lamented the fact that, “We are not finding the best people to be President.”

 Noting that the Framers understood that the Constitution alone would not be 
enough to sustain the American experiment in democracy, Secretary Panetta asked 
what else they were counting on to make it last.  Gordon-Reed said that Hamilton was 
banking on the elites and wanted the President and the members of the Senate to serve 
for life.  Jefferson, on the other hand, was counting on the people and the rule of law.  
Brinkley said that the Framers were counting on the free press to keep democracy 
alive, and asserted that it was for that reason that they made freedom of speech the First 
Amendment to the Constitution.

 Secretary Panetta asked if there has been an erosion of power from the Legisla-
tive Branch to the Executive Branch over the years, citing the propensity for Presidents 
to take the country to war without the explicit Congressional approval required by the 
Constitution.  Brinkley said that indeed there has been such erosion but asserted that 
the Judicial Branch can step in to even up the balance.  He noted that President Trump 
has often acted as if he has all the power and Congress is irrelevant, but that actions by 
the courts have slowed him down.  Gordon-Reed reminded us that Congress has the 
power of the purse and could, in theory, simply refuse to appropriate money for a war, 
but she also noted the political difficulty in doing that.

 Secretary Panetta then asked if there are parallels now with the rise of author-
itarianism and, ultimately fascism, in the 1930s.  Brinkley said that we have “made a 

lot of progress” since the ‘30s, but that there are danger signs for our democracy 
now, mainly abuse of power by President Trump.  He asserted strongly that it is 
time for people to participate and cherish our democracy, as the audience applauded.  
Gordon-Reed observed that the trend toward authoritarianism is not confined to just 
America, and worried about what will happen when jobs are increasingly taken away 
from people by technology.

 As the discussion turned to the role of the free press in democracy, Brinkley 
noted that approval of the press has gone down since the days of Walter Cronkite 
and claimed, “We are not doing enough to educate young people on how to use the 
Internet.”  Gordon-Reed followed up by asserting that James Madison and the other 
Founding Fathers would be “aghast” at the role social media is playing as a news 
source in today’s world.

 On the issue of the hyper partisanship that currently grips our politics, 
Gordon-Reed said that when people are doing well in their lives they can be mag-
nanimous, but when people feel they are losing at life they tend to band together 
with others in a similar situation in an effort to win.  This tendency to band together 
can lead to extreme partisanship.  Brinkley pointed to other periods in U.S. history 
where partisanship was even more extreme than today, such as the 1850s, the 1960s 
and certainly the Civil War.  He also claimed that the Reagan Presidency was the 
beginning of a rising sentiment that “Government is bad and needs to be cut”.  He 
also said that, “The American Revolution united us and the Cold War united us, but 
there is nothing to unite us now so we turn on ourselves.”

 Regarding the Department of Justice policy that a sitting President cannot 
be indicted, which has played such an important role in the outcome of the Mueller 
Investigation, Gordon-Reed noted that it is not in the Constitution.  She further 
expressed her belief that the Framers would not support such a policy.

 Finally, Secretary Panetta asked of the two historians, “If you could go 
back to the days when the Constitution was written, what changes would you make 
in it?”  Without hesitation Gordon-Reed said, “I would eliminate slavery and adopt 
a parliamentary system of government.”  Brinkley said that he would ensure that 
African Americans, Native Americans, other minorities and women were not excluded 
from the rights and protections granted by the Constitution.  

 In his final statement to the audience, bringing the 2019 edition of the Panetta 
Lecture Series to a close, the Secretary reminded us that, “The Constitution beings 
with the words We the People, and it will indeed be we the people who decide if our 
democracy survives.” 

 The 23rd year of the Panetta Lecture Series will begin sometime in early 
2020 with a theme that is yet to be determined.  But two things are for sure:  Secre-
tary Panetta will surely assemble an all-star cast of speakers and, given the looming 
presidential election and the state of our country and the world, they will definitely 
have plenty of substantive things to talk about.  Stay tuned!

Picture Caption:  Participants in the fourth and final forum of the 2019 Leon Pa-
netta Lecture Series.  Left-to-right:. Dr. Douglas Brinkley, Dr. Annette Gordon-Reed, 
and Secretary Leon Panetta.  Photo by Katie Shain.
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Fictitious Business Name Statements

Legal Notices

SEE PANETTA Page 5

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME: PETITION OF Angelita Serrano (Iker Ale-
jandro Guerreo-Serrano) FOR CHANGE OF NAME. 
Case No. 21CV001638 filed MAY 20, 2021. TO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS, Petitioner  Angelita Serra-
no,  1096 Pinnacles Ave., Greenfield, CA 93927  filed 
a petition with this court for a decree changing names 
as follows:  Iker Alejandro Guerrero-Serrano  to  Iker 
Serrano. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the petition should 
not be granted. If no written objection is timely filed, 
the court may grant the petition without a hearing. 
Date of hearing  JUL 02, 2021 Time: 9:00 am Dept: 
14.  Address: SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFOR-
NIA, COUNTY OF MONTEREY, MONTEREY 
DIVISION,  1200 Aguajito Rd., Monterey, 93940. A 
copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for four successive weeks 
prior to the date set for hearing on the petition in the 
following newspaper of general circulation printed in 
this county:  Cedar Street Times. Date: MAY 20, 2021 
THOMAS W. WILLS, JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR 
COURT. Publication Dates: 5/28/2021, 6/4/2021, 
6/11/2021, 6/18/2021.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
 File Number 20210417  
The following person is doing business as Dr. 
COURTNEY MUSSER DTCM, LAC, 700 Cass St 
#116, Monterey, Monterey County, CA 93940, mailing 
247 Bennett Ct., Marina, CA, 93933: Courtney Eliza-
beth Maxine Musser. This statement was filed with the 
clerk of Monterey County on 02/06/21. This business 
is conducted by an individual. Registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on N/A. Signed: Courtney Musser. 
Publication dates: 02/26/21, 03/05/21, 03/12/21, 
03/19/21.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
 File Number 20211025  
The following person is doing business as CENTREL-
LA INN, 612 Central Ave, Carmel, Monterey County, 
CA 93923, mailing 9030 Carmel Valley Rd, Carmel, 
CA, 93923: Centrella Inc.. This statement was filed 
with the clerk of Monterey County on 04/21/21. This 
business is conducted by a corporation. Registrant 
commenced to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on 03/15/13. Signed: Amr-
ish Patel, President. 
Publication dates: 04/30/21, 05/07/21, 05/14/21, 
05/21/21.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
 File Number 20210957  
The following person is doing business as BOHO 
BLUE STUDIOS, 1171 Forest Ave, Pacific Grove, 
Monterey County, CA 93950: Barbara Ann Clark. This 
statement was filed with the clerk of Monterey County 
on 04/15/21. This business is conducted by an individ-
ual. Registrant commenced to transact business under 
the fictitious business name listed above on 04/15/21. 
Signed: Barbara Ann Clark. 
Publication dates: 04/30/21, 05/07/21, 05/14/21, 
05/21/21.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
 File Number 20211157  
The following person is doing business as ROOSTER 
WHEELS & ROASTING, 212 Fountain Ave., Pacific 
Grove, Monterey County, CA 93950, mailing PO Box 
51100, Pacific Grove, CA, 93950: William A Green-
baum III. This statement was filed with the clerk of 
Monterey County on 05/07/21. This business is con-
ducted by. Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name listed above on 
N/A. Signed: William A Greenbaum III. 
Publication dates: 05/14/21, 05/21/21, 05/28/21, 
06/04/21.

Fictitious Business Name Statement
 File Number 20211262  
The following person is doing business as PILLAR 
TO POST HOME INSPECTORS, 1163 Sonoma 
Ave, Seaside, Monterey County, CA 93955, mailing 
1093 Broadway Ave #182, Seaside, CA, 93955: PAC 
Inspections Inc.. This statement was filed with the 
clerk of Monterey County on 05/19/21. This business 
is conducted by a corporation. Registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious business name 
listed above on 08/12/20. Signed: Paige Bohrer, Pres-
ident. 
Publication dates: 05/21/21, 05/28/21, 06/04/21, 
06/11/21.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Gary Baley

In an exclusive interview with  Cedar 
Street Times  reporter Gary Baley, Con-
gressman Jimmy Panetta, who has made 
two trips to the Mexican border recently,  
discussed immigration at the southern bor-
der.  “More border wall needs to be built 
where it makes sense  to meet the crisis at 
the border”  Panetta said. When pressed on 
what specific areas should or should not be 
walled in, he had no immediate answer, but 
promised to get that information.

It’s  rare to have a Democrat agree 
with Donald Trump on an immigration 
issue. Panetta’s straight talk is refreshing 
given that so much of that issue is hy-
per-partisan.  

Panetta believes the solution is to 
reduce the “push” from Central American 
Countries,  namely the  Northern Triangle 
of  Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras. 
Many migrants from these countries are 
fleeing poverty, violence, and corruption.  
He believes Vice President Harris will 
lead the solution by working with these 
countries’ leaders to improve the way of 
life for their citizens so they will not want 
to leave.  In April she had a round-table 
discussion with experts in these countries 
to set goals and priorities.  

There are many gaps in the border 
wall that allow migrants to simply walk 
around the wall and enter the U.S. illegally 
due to lax security caused by border agents 
diverted to handle managing the  holding 
facilities  for  unaccompanied minors.  

Lax security also permitted  two girls 
ages 3 and 5  to be  dropped into the desert  
in the dead of night and alone  over a 14-
foot border wall by smugglers,  who  then  
escaped. Fortunately, The U.S. Border 
Patrol saw the incident  on night-vision 
cameras  and rescued the young girls.  As 

of this writing, the human traffickers have 
not been apprehended, but the girls have 
been reunited with their mother in the U.S.

Panetta  also explained  “The primary 
work at our office is handling immigration 
matters.” However, Panetta was unable 
to help Romanian migrants Victor  and 
Marina Dimitrun with their two children 
ages 5 and 2.  They had paid $8,000 to 
human traffickers in Romania  to route 
them through Mexico and across the U.S. 
border.  Both adults were wearing ankle 
monitors and awaiting a judicial hearing 
after being processed by the Department 
of Homeland Security. They were out of 
money and panhandling in front of Trader 
Joe’s when I first encountered them. The 
only thing Panetta’s office could offer 
is “Try contacting Catholic Charities in 
Watsonville.”

Thus far, four Yemeni nationals have 
been apprehended at the border—two are 
on the U.S. Terror Watchlist. What they 
had in mind by slipping across the border 
with Mexico is anyone’s guess.

Even Homeland Security Secretary 
Alejandro Mayorkas  has recently  sub-
mitted a plan to  build more of Trump’s 
wall. According to the New York Post, 
Mayorkas said  “The president has com-
municated quite clearly his decision that 
the emergency that triggered the devotion 
of DOD funds to the construction of the 
border wall is ended.”  In other words, the  
Biden  moratorium on wall construction 
is over.

Crisis at the Border
There is clearly a crisis at the south-

ern border with over 178,000 migrants 
flooding the border in April alone. Using a 
Trump-era policy called Title 42, 111,000 
of these were immediately expelled 
back into Mexico  to prevent spread of 
Covid-19.  

Panetta visits the US-Mexico 
border
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Gary Baley

Commentary

PPANETTA From Page 4 The friends’ bookshop to reopen! 
The Friends of the PG Public Library are re-opening their bookshop!  Stocked 

aplenty with gently used books of all genres, plus DVDs, music CDs, and puzzles, 
the Friends invite shoppers to return beginning Monday, 17 May, and every Mon-
day-Friday morning thereafter from 10AM to noon.  The shop is located downstairs 
in the St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea social hall at the corner of 13th and Central.  (See picture 
below.) Volunteer staffers will be on hand to greet browsers a few at a time; masks and 
hand-sanitizing (provided) are required.

Due to the high volume of books on hand, the Friends can only accept donations 
of one bag per patron at the present time.  Please ensure the books are in a condition 
appropriate for resale.

The traditional First Saturday of the Month Sales will resume on Saturday, 7 August.
The Friends are looking forward to welcoming back our ‘regulars’ and meeting 

new fans as well.  All proceeds benefit the PG Public Library. 

O p i n i o n

The founding documents of the United States of America make it clear 
that our common values insist that all lives matter—including Black lives 
and even Blue police lives. All have the right to think and speak freely. 
But we do not have a governmental right not to take offense by the speech 
or actions of others. That falls into the realm of culture, not government.

All California police officers take an oath pledging "to bear true faith and 
allegiance to the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the 
State of California". They also pledge to not be a member of any group ad-
vocating overthrowal of the United States or California governments. The 
California Constitution also states “And no other oath, declaration, or test, 
shall be required as a qualification for any public office or employment.”

Yet Pacific Grove Police Chief Madalone subjected Michael Gonzalez to an-
other test—allegiance to a political organization called Black Lives Matter (BLM).

The only reason he was fired was that as a private citizen neither in uni-
form nor on the job he expressed his disdain in no uncertain terms for BLM.

The firing of Michael Gonzalez violates the California Constitution. It is also 
an affront to the United States Constitution, the values it espouses, and the rights 
it guarantees. City Manager Ben Harvey should reinstate Gonzalez immediately.

This is America. We don’t have thought police—at least not yet.

G a r y  B a l e y

Title 42 is U.S. law that  allows  the 
Director of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) to “prohibit … the 
introduction” into the United States of 
individuals when the Director believes that 
“there is serious danger of the introduction 
of disease into the United States.” The 
rule allows any customs officers—which 
includes officers of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) such as Border 
Patrol agents—to implement any such 
order issued by the CDC.  If when the pan-
demic is over, this rule is lifted, then the 
numbers entering the U.S. will skyrocket.

President Biden  terminated Trump’s 
“Remain in Mexico”  policy that required 

Central American asylum seekers to stay 
in Mexico while US courts reviewed 
their claims;  but many are calling for 
reinstatement of that policy.  

According to March 15  New York 
Post,  Mexican President Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador said of President Biden, 
“They see him as the migrant president, 
and so many feel they’re going to reach 
the United States.” Obrador  also  blamed 
the U.S. for the crisis,  saying  that  Biden  
set  “expectations” that  migrants  would 
be let into the US.

Many migrants see the mixed mes-
sages from the Biden administration as an 
invitation to come even though the official 
policy is “Don’t come”.

 

The border wallxxL

CASA Highlights May as Foster Care Awareness 
Month as Office Plans Reopening

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT:   Dana Prelsnik (831-455-6800
May is Foster Care Awareness Month
83,000 children are in California’s foster care system each year. 
These children come into foster care through no fault of their 
own.   They have suffered severe abuse and/or neglect by their own 
caregivers which breaks trust with the adults in their lives and often 
leads to behavioral issues, delays in education, and hindered social 
development.
May is recognized as National Foster Care Awareness Month. We 
at CASA of Monterey County play an important role in the support 
and well-being of the foster children here in our community. Court 
Appointed Special Advocates (CASAs) are dedicated community 
volunteers. After extensive training by our CASA staff, CASA 
volunteers work one-on-one with children ages 0-21 in the foster care 
system. CASAs become a stable and consistent adult for these abused 
and neglected children, while ultimately helping them find safe and 
permanent homes. Our role is to assure that these children have their 
voices heard throughout this chaotic time in their lives by working 
closely with their social workers, teachers, therapists, and caregivers 
to assure that the child’s needs are being met.
It is our duty as a society to do everything in our power to keep all 
children safe and provide them the support they deserve so they may 
have the opportunity to thrive and have successful adulthoods.
Impacts of Covid on foster children
The pandemic has had incalculable effects on our foster children.   
The statistics on increased drug use and domestic violence have been 
prevalent in the news, and this directly impacts foster children in 
Monterey County as upwards of 80% of cases in foster care locally 
involve domestic violence and/or substance use by a parent. Teachers 
are mandated reporters and overwhelmingly the most prevalent 
reporting party when it comes to contacting Child Protective 
Services about observed abuse or neglect.   With schools closed the 

children in our community who are abused in their home have not 
been seen.   Living in an abusive home can feel isolating, and school 
and other community engagement like church or sports are healthy 
and necessary outlets for children. Without these, children have been 
left in their homes. And the children who have been removed from 
their homes faced further challenges of limited visits with family and 
contact with the outside world due to the pandemic, further hindering 
their social and educational development that is already delayed due to 
the trauma they have experienced.
How has CASA pivoted
Advocacy did not stop during COVID-19. Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) of Monterey County is grateful that nearly 200 
highly trained CASA volunteers demonstrated determination and 
creativity in staying connected with children in foster care (inside and 
outside of the home) by participating in remote hearings, providing 
virtual homework support, and celebrating milestone occasions.
CASA of Monterey County had to adjust along with all other 
businesses and community programs.   Our CASA volunteers have 
taken every challenge head-on in order to best serve their children in 
this time of increased need. CASA volunteers did heroic work over the 
past 14 months with virtually all communication being done remotely. 
For example:
·	 One CASA sent food to their CASA kid’s foster home and 
cooked spaghetti with each other over a video call.

·	 One CASA took the opportunity while working online to teach 
her foster child how to write in cursive.

·	 Other CASAs sent their kids endless art projects to pass the 
time in the early stages of the lockdown.

·	 We had CASAs participate in drive-thru graduation 
celebrations for their kids.    

·	 We had CASAs attend every virtual meeting on their child’s 
behalf to assure that their child was still receiving the support they 
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Welcome to Your Library!
As this April 2021 National Library Week ends, the theme “Wel-

come to Your Library” is more meaningful, and hopeful, than ever before. 
This year we  recognize  113 years of welcome at the Pacific Grove Public Library  
at 550 Central Avenue - cherished by generations of residents through two World Wars, 
the Great Depression, the Great Recession, and now the Great Pandemic.

Our Staff
We celebrate  our welcoming library staff, who have helped and delighted people 

of all ages through virtual  storytimes, downloadable books, online resources, phone 
reference help, socially distanced park programs and hold pick ups, and more, during 
the past 12 months.

Our Friends
We are grateful to our Friends members, donors, and volunteers, the City Council, 

Library Board and Library Foundation, City employees for your investment in our 
beautiful renewed library.   We appreciate our  renewing members  and contribu-
tors.   If your membership  has lapsed,  there’s still time to renew  - online at  www.
pglibraryfriends.org  or when your renewal letter arrives in the mail.

Our Library
We are encouraged that  the Library is now open two hours a week (Thursdays 

from 2 to 4 pm) for public access (with limits) as well as other days for outside services.   
We are also encouraged by our community’s support for returning library services to 
pre-COVID levels.   We look  forward to more open hours, programs and services as 
the pandemic eases and the City budget improves.  

We know the time is approaching when we can all, finally, be welcomed back into 
our library.   We can’t wait!   As we learn more, we’ll be sure to let you know.

Thank you for being a Friend!
With gratitude,

Kim
Kim Bui is president of the Friends of the Pacific Grove Public 

Library    

The City of  Pacific Grove
is open for business!

Our doors are open to the public with strict COVID 
guidelines.  Appointments are encouraged.  Please be 
prepared to sign in and answer a few questions   Guidelines 
and FAQs may be viewed  online at cityofpg.org. Please note 
staff are still available to serve the public virtually when at 
all possible. 

Public Records Requests are deemed received on  regular  
business days. However, as part of the COVID-19 emergency, 
response times for public records requests may be delayed.   
We will diligently process any requests as staff time permits

 Pacific Grove Rotary 
Concours Auto Rally 

set for
Friday August 13, 2021 

One the Most Popular Free Spectator Events 
of Monterey Car Week returns to its Traditional 

Downtown Setting 
After hosting the only public event of Monterey Car Week in 2020, a socially-dis-

tanced rally drive through the rugged backroads of Monterey County, the Rotary Club 
of Pacific Grove is pleased to return to our traditional home in historic downtown 
Pacific Grove. 

Now in its twenty-seventh year, the 2021 Pacific Grove Rotary Concours Auto 
Rally is set for Friday August, 13. Registration is now open. Forms and schedule 
information are posted on the website at pgautorally.org. 

This annual event is geared for those enthusiasts who own, drive, or appreciate all 
cars, especially Vintage, Classic, Sports, and Luxury vehicles. The marque for 2021 
is the Chevrolet Camaro. 

Registration and staging of participating cars will begin at noon along Lighthouse 
Avenue in the heart of Pacific Grove. There is no charge for spectators who arrive 
throughout the day to view the staged vehicles and to watch them depart on the rally 
drive that leaves at 5:00 PM. The drive follows a route along the scenic Pebble Beach 
shoreline and through the Del Monte Forest and returns to Pacific Grove. 

Proceeds from the event support Rotary Club of Pacific Grove projects and local 
youth programs. Projects funded over the history of the event have included the Pacific 
Grove Youth Center and high school driver-training scholarships. 

“We are excited to welcome locals and visitors back to our traditional setting for 
this popular fundraising activity that supports numerous non-profits in Pacific Grove,” 
said Jan Stewart, president-elect of the Rotary Club of Pacific Grove. “Bring your 
friends, families and pets to enjoy a stroll and a meal in our quaint downtown while 
taking part in this fun annual event.” 

Editor contact: David Laws david.a.laws@gmail.com 
Pacific Grove Rotary Concours Auto Rally 

Phone: 831-372-3861 www.pgautorally.org E-Mail: pgautorally@gmail.com 

  CALL FOR ARTISTS 
The 19th Annual West End Celebration

“Art is Healing”
Saturday & Sunday, August 28& 29 August

Artist / Artisan Vendor Applications Available
At their March 3, 2021 City Council Meeting the Sand City Council voted to 

proceed with planning for this year’s West End Celebration.The Sand City West End 
Celebration turns 20 this year and now more than ever  it is needed.  This wonderful 
community event annually celebrates the creations of local and regional artisans, local 
businesses, and a wide variety of Community Non-Profits making it family-friendly 
and enjoyable for all who attend.    The readers of the Monterey County Weekly have 
for the last 5 years nominated the West End Celebration the best community event in 
Monterey County.  

The City of Sand City and the West End Celebration Event Coordinator invites you 
to become involved in the 2021 West End Celebration to help promote your business 
or organization.    Last year’s 19th  Anniversary was canceled due to COVID-19 and 
as we plan this year we are aware that it could be cancelled and that this year’s event 
will take special planning.  This year the festival will feature greater vendor spacing 
and limited capacity to ensure that we put on a safe and socially responsible event.

This unique gathering of commerce, community, and culture annually transforms 
the streets of Sand City into a showcase of talents from throughout Monterey County 
and beyond —artists; craftspeople; musicians; ground breaking designers; organic 
gardeners; innovative start-up companies; and much more.

This  year’s  theme  will once again be   “Art is Healing.”     Never before has this 
been so true.    Our greater Community is in great need of healing.    The West End 
Celebration is a true Community Event that supports youth arts and music programs 
in our community

Download Application: at 0http://westendcelebration.com
Deadline for Registration: July 17, 2021
Sand City’s West End Celebration will once again be tracking its carbon footprint 

and has plans to offset it. Organizers do this in preparation for showcasing some of the 
County’s best examples of green business and innovative green ideas and products. 
We encourage all vendors to be environmentally conscience with their products and 
displays.

Food, beverage and environmentally- conscious product and service vendors 
are also encouraged to apply. For more information and applications visit:  www.
westendcelebration.com

Pacific Grove Public Library

Practice
Social

Distancing
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Random Thoughts
Jane Roland

 In my last column I wrote of 
some of my days in San Francisco.  When I 
first moved there to live I was 21. Although 
I had visited The City briefly over the years 
I had never been exposed to the wonders.   
It was the early fifties and it was a beautiful 
town.  Men wore hats to work and women 
rarely went downtown without a hat and 
gloves.  In fact when I would go home (to 
Carmel Valley) on weekends and took the 
“Del Monte Flash” I was dressed to the 
nines.  In restaurants and entertainment 
venues, such as the theatre and opera, 
men wore tuxedos (or business suits) and 
women evening attire.  I was fortunately 
in that I had a few friends who lived there 
and were more than happy to show me 
around.   I can’t say that I ever thought of 
Tucson as a small town but in comparison 
to “Baghdad” it was very unsophisticated 
and I was still “wet behind the ears” as the 
saying goes.  

 I moved into Hill Top House, one 
of the many “guest houses” that existed 
primarily for people such as I.  Those 
who came from colleges had no roots in 
the city and needed the full resources of a 
“boarding” facility.  My little abode had 
only 6 rooms, most housing two people.  It 
was charming, on the corner of Jones and 
Sacramento across from Grace Cathedral.   
I soon made friends who remained close 
until a few years ago.  Some died young, 
some not too long ago, some we simply 
“lost” and all efforts to find them were to 
no avail.  All were recent college graduates 
starting out in life. We had a wonderful 
time; it was a club of men and women 
who spent free time together.  We went 
bowling, to concerts, plays, drinking, to 
games at Kezar, many spent weekends in 
Carmel Valley, and we cried together over 
our disappointments and cheered success-
es.  The place was owned and run by two 
men, Freddy and Roland. One day I came 
home from work and found that Fred had 
accepted a new resident who was to be 
my room mate.  He was thrilled, she came 
from UofA and told him she was one of 
my best friends.  The truth was that I had 
never liked the girl, she was not part of our 
little group at school and, in fact, it was 
one of those cases where if I 
never saw her again it would 
be too soon.  However, there 
she was and I had to make the 
best of it.  The first thing that 
happened was she gave away 
my parakeet because she was 
allergic to birds  Then when 
the boys said I could have a 
cat, he was with us very brief-
ly as Nicky felt it was not a 
good environment for him.   It 

came to a head, either she or me, so when 
there was an empty bed in another room, 
she moved out and I soon had a room mate 
whom I thoroughly enjoyed.

 During that period I had my first 
taste of life in a city (The City as it was 
euphemistically called).  Our pocketbooks 
were slim, as were those of our dates, so 
night life pretty much involved parties 
at the house or trips to North Beach.  I 
must confess that, while I hadn’t known 
it, I was terribly provincial. I had read 
East of Eden and knew about Red Light 
Districts, but it was all glamorized fiction.  
I knew many “Gays” at school but knew 
little about Lesbians. I had an older beau 
whom I had met during the summer, his 
name was Carlos, he was thirty and a very 
handsome man.  One night he introduced 
me to North Beach.  We went to the hungry 
eye, across from The City Lights Book 
Store then across the street to Tommy’s 
Place, it was underneath Carlos’s favorite 
bar and had stairs going up.  As we walked 
through we got some cat calls and looks of 
appreciation.  I said “oh, look, Carlos, they 
are jealous”…”Sure” he replied, “of me”. 
I looked around.  There were only women 
in the place, I didn’t know whether to be 
flattered or stunned.  

We went up to Frank’s Bar which 
became a favorite watering hole for me 
and my friends.  It was across the street 
on Broadway from The Matador, of which 
I shall write at a later time.  Frank was a 
wonderful, elderly (probably in his sixties) 
The bar was the home of beatniks, gentle 
folk, young people, a few bums and those 
who simply wanted a few drinks in an es-
tablishment that could have been in a small 
town. Next door was an establishment (I 
don’t recall what it was, a laundromat ? 
Upstairs was a room where bridge was 
played all day and all night.  I had played 
college and party bridge and thought I was 
an expert.  Little did I know and fortunate-
ly I didn’t get involved in a game…where 
hundreds of dollars were changing hands.  

I will continue my saga of this time 
of my life and throw in a few dogs and 
cats to stay on the straight and narrow of 
Animal Tales. These are the Other Random 
Thoughts.

My tales in the City
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Your Achievements
People
Christiana Smith of Carmel, CA (93923), has received 
the following degree from The University of Alabama: 
Master of Science. UA awarded some 5,860 degrees 
during its spring commencement ceremonies April 
30-May 2.
With a beautiful campus, dozens of challenging 
academic programs, expert faculty and numerous op-
portunities for service and growth, The University of 
Alabama is a place where legends are made. UA offers 
its students a premier educational, cultural and social 
experience with more than 200 undergraduate, gradu-
ate and professional programs.
Visit  Spring Commencement 2021  for additional de-
tails on this year’s graduates.  
The University of Alabama, part of The University of 
Alabama System, is the state’s flagship university. UA 
shapes a better world through its teaching, research 
and service. With a global reputation for excellence, 
UA provides an inclusive, forward-thinking environ-
ment and nearly 200 degree programs on a beautiful, 
student-centered campus. A leader in cutting-edge 
research, UA advances discovery, creative inquiry and 
knowledge through more than 30 research centers. 
As the state’s largest higher education institution, UA 
drives economic growth in Alabama and beyond.

Austin Noorzoy Named to UM Spring 2021 Chancel-
lor’s Honor Roll
OXFORD, MISS. (05/20/2021)-- Austin Alexandra 
Noorzoy, of Pebble Beach, CA, was recently named 
to the University of Mississippi’s Spring 2021 Honor 
Roll lists.
Noorzoy was named to the Chancellor’s Honor Roll, 
which is reserved for students who earn a semester 
GPA of 3.75-4.00.
“Our students on the Chancellor’s Honor Roll are 
among the best and brightest at the University of Mis-
sissippi,” said Chancellor Glenn Boyce. “I commend 
them for their hard work and dedication resulting 
in their incredible academic achievements and this 
well-deserved honor.”
In order to be eligible for honor roll designation, a stu-
dent must have completed at least 12 graded hours for 
the semester and may not be on academic probation 
during the semester.
The University of Mississippi, affectionately known as 
Ole Miss, is the state’s flagship university. Included in 
the elite group of R1: Doctoral Universities - Highest 
Research Activity by the Carnegie Classification, 
it has a long history of producing leaders in public 
service, academics and business. Its 16 academic 
divisions include a major medical school, nationally 
recognized schools of accountancy, law and pharmacy, 
and an Honors College acclaimed for a blend of ac-
ademic rigor, experiential learning and opportunities 
for community action. Recognized among the nation’s 
most beautiful, Ole Miss’ main campus is in Oxford, 
which is routinely acknowledged as one of the coun-
try’s best college towns.
NOTE: You are receiving this press release because 
the student or their parents are from your area. This 
press release above was prepared for: Editor & Pub-
lisher - Cedar Street Times.
Attachments
The University of Mississippi recently announced 
students named to the Spring 2021 Honor Roll lists, 
including Chancellor’s Honor Roll.:  http://app.
readmedia.com/news/attachment/151540/LTK_0028-
AT-web.jpg

CASA Highlights May as Foster Care 
Awareness Month as Office Plans 

Reopening

CONTACT:   Dana Prelsnik (831-455-6800

May is Foster Care Awareness Month
83,000 children are in California’s foster care system each year. These children 

come into foster care through no fault of their own.   They have suffered severe abuse 
and/or neglect by their own caregivers which breaks trust with the adults in their 
lives and often leads to behavioral issues, delays in education, and hindered social 
development.

May is recognized as National Foster Care Awareness Month. We at CASA of 
Monterey County play an important role in the support and well-being of the foster 
children here in our community. Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASAs) are 
dedicated community volunteers. After extensive training by our CASA staff, CASA 
volunteers work one-on-one with children ages 0-21 in the foster care system. CASAs 
become a stable and consistent adult for these abused and neglected children, while 
ultimately helping them find safe and permanent homes. Our role is to assure that these 
children have their voices heard throughout this chaotic time in their lives by working 
closely with their social workers, teachers, therapists, and caregivers to assure that the 
child’s needs are being met.

It is our duty as a society to do everything in our power to keep all children safe 
and provide them the support they deserve so they may have the opportunity to thrive 
and have successful adulthoods.

Impacts of Covid on foster children
The pandemic has had incalculable effects on our foster children.   The statistics 

on increased drug use and domestic violence have been prevalent in the news, and 
this directly impacts foster children in Monterey County as upwards of 80% of cases 
in foster care locally involve domestic violence and/or substance use by a parent. 
Teachers are mandated reporters and overwhelmingly the most prevalent reporting 
party when it comes to contacting Child Protective Services about observed abuse or 
neglect.   With schools closed the children in our community who are abused in their 
home have not been seen.   Living in an abusive home can feel isolating, and school and 
other community engagement like church or sports are healthy and necessary outlets 
for children. Without these, children have been left in their homes. And the children 
who have been removed from their homes faced further challenges of limited visits 
with family and contact with the outside world due to the pandemic, further hindering 
their social and educational development that is already delayed due to the trauma 
they have experienced.

How has CASA pivoted
Advocacy did not stop during COVID-19. Court Appointed Special Advocates 

(CASA) of Monterey County is grateful that nearly 200 highly trained CASA volunteers 
demonstrated determination and creativity in staying connected with children in foster 
care (inside and outside of the home) by participating in remote hearings, providing 
virtual homework support, and celebrating milestone occasions.

CASA of Monterey County had to adjust along with all other businesses and 
community programs.   Our CASA volunteers have taken every challenge head-on 
in order to best serve their children in this time of increased need. CASA volunteers 
did heroic work over the past 14 months with virtually all communication being done 
remotely. For example:
•	 One CASA sent food to their CASA kid’s foster home and cooked spaghetti with 

each other over a video call.
•	 One CASA took the opportunity while working online to teach her foster child how 

to write in cursive.
•	 Other CASAs sent their kids endless art projects to pass the time in the early stages 

of the lockdown.
•	 We had CASAs participate in drive-thru graduation celebrations for their kids.    
•	 We had CASAs attend every virtual meeting on their child’s behalf to assure that 

their child was still receiving the support they needed.
•	 We had 54 new CASA volunteers complete training via Zoom and become advocates 

for over 50 new foster children.
What’s next for CASA and getting back to a new normal

We are excited to get back to a new normal with more in person opportunity.   We 
are holding our visits with children in person now following proper county protocols on 
social distancing with masks in place. We just appointed several new CASA’s to children 
under the age of 3, a growing group of young children in care, perhaps reflecting the 
stress of having an infant or toddler in the home during such a complicated time.   We 
will soon be back in our office on South Main Street in Salinas and ready for visitors.

Call to Action
Along with working from home and our CASA volunteers advocating remotely, 

our fundraising efforts have shifted dramatically as well. Due to our inability to host 
large in-person gatherings, CASA of Monterey County will be hosting its inaugural 
Fore the Kids Golf Tournament at Tehama Golf Club on October 22, 2021. We are 
thrilled to continue our partnership with Tehama Golf Club and with the unwavering 
support of the CASA of Monterey County Board of Directors, this event will help raise 
vital funds. We will continue hosting virtual trainings for interested CASA volunteers 
and our next training begins on July 12. To learn more about becoming a CASA vol-
unteer, visit  casaofmonterey.org  and find an information session to further discuss 
this fulfilling opportunity.

If you would like further information about this topic, please call Dana Prelsnik 
at 831-455-6800, or email  dana@casaofmonterey.org.

Donations on Hold
Pacific Grove Public Library is unable to accept book donations at this time. We 

appreciate you thinking of us, and ask that you please hold onto your donation until 
they can be accepted, or donate elsewhere. You may also phone MPL for information 
on donating gently used books (no DVDs or magazines) at (831) 646-3933



May 28, 2021 • CEDAR STREET Times •  Page 9

Baseball
Brian Wood

It has been the mantra of the Pacific Grove baseball team, “The game doesn’t start 
until the seventh inning!” Once again, the PG bats came alive in the last inning. Down 
6-1, the Breakers put across four runs and had the tying run at first when the Soledad 
right fielder put his glove around a fly ball for the final out. Best supporting actor in the 
game turned out to be the Soledad wind--22 miles per hour, gusts above thirty.

PG was held scoreless in the first four innings gaining just one runner each inning. 
Jay McMahon (first inning) and Jacob Booker (fourth) reached via errors and Anthony 
Giammanco (second) and Brenden Moore (third) both singled.   Moore added a stolen 
base to his resume. McMahon’s trip to first was noteworthy due to his superior base-
running and situation awareness. He hit a hard grounder to the third baseman whose 
throw pulled the first baseman off the bag towards home plate. McMahon assessed the 
situation and went into a feet first slide into first evading the Soledad tag. Breakers 
starting pitcher Spencer Nelson had his curve ball “working” today, As Janet Jackson 
would say, it was “Nasty!”   He struck out one in each of the first two innings allowing 
a single in each, plus a walk in the second.   Four PG errors in the fourth plus three 
Soledad hits were enough to plate four runs. Once the damage was done, Nelson re-
gained his domination, striking out two on his curve ball.   After four Soledad led 4-0.

PG bounced back in the fifth. Colin Tavares hit a single into center just past a diving 
second baseman. Moore followed   up with a double down the third baseline. Tavares 
advanced to third. With two outs Nathan Wood socked a single into right field scoring 
Tavares. Moore was thrown out at home attempting to score with the tag coming in just 
ahead of his slide.   4-1 Soledad. Nelson had his best inning of the game in the fourth, 
setting down the side in order on just five pitches.  

In the bottom of the fifth, the Aztecs lead off batter reached on a windblown infield 
pop up.   The next batter, Jorge Olivarria, took advantage of the wind in a different way 
driving the ball over the left field fence for a two-run four-bagger. A single followed. 
The next batter put down a terrific bunt in front of the plate. Catcher Wood pounced on 
it and threw a strike to shortstop Lewis at second base. Two pitches later Lewis took 
in a tough ground ball and started a slick 6-4-3 (Lewis to McMahon to Giammanco) 
to end the inning for reliever Mitch Garcia. 6-1 Soledad.

The Breakers squandered a great chance in the sixth. Zach Lewis and JJ Courtney 
led off with back to back singles. Booker followed with a sinking line drive to right 
field. Right fielder Eric Segura made a diving catch to save a hit. The next two batters 
put up fly balls that the outfielders were able to track down, despite the wind, and pull 
in for outs. Reliever Ryan Destefano put up a zero for Soledad in their half of the sixth.  

Now...the seventh inning!   PG’s inning! The first batter knocked a fly ball into right 
field for an out. Up stepped Moore who hammered the first pitch to deep left over the 
fence.Solead 6, PG 2.   McMahon follwed with an infield single to the third baseman. 
After falling behing one ball and two strikes, Wood took three consecutive balls for a 
walk to put runners on first and second. Lewis followed with a solid shot to left center-
field for a double scoring McMahon. 6-3. Still just one out, Courtney, representing the 
tying run at the plate, knocked his second single of the game, this time to left, scoring 

Wood. 6-4. Booker then hit a LONG fly ball to center causing the center fielder to 
have to race back before making a great catch for the second out. Lewis scored from 
third on the sacrifice fly. The lead had been decreased to one, 6-5. With Courtney still 
at first (the tying run), the last out was recorded on a fly ball to left field for the final 
out of the game.

Stand outs for Pacific Grove: Brenden Moore single, double, home run, stolen 
base, run, RBI. Zach Lewis single, double, run, RBI, defensive play. JJ Courtney 
two singles, RBI. Nathan Wood single, walk, run, RBI, defensive play. For Soledad, 
Andrew Nichols pitched a complete game seven inning victory.

Box Score.
Brenden Moore 3-4 2B HR run RBI SB
Jay McMahon 1-4 run
Nathan Wood 1-3 run RBI BB
Zach Lewis 2-4 2B run RBI
JJ Courtney 2-4 RBI
Jacob Booker SF RBI
Anthony Giammanco 1-4
Colin Tavares 1-run
Spencer Nelson 4 IP 5H 3ER 1BB 4K
Mitch Garcia 1 IP 2H 1ER  
Ryan Destefano 1 IP 1H 0R 1BB (intentional)
Fabian Cabrera 1-4 2B run  
Dominic Chavez 1-3 run sac
Eric Segura 3-3 2 run RBI IBB
Jorge Olivarria 2-4 HR 2 runs 2 RBI
Jeramie Banuelos 2-3
Andrew Nichols 7 IP 11 H 5R 1BB 3K
complete game victory
PG (4-11, 2-9 league) hosts San Benito at 410pm on Wed May 19. This was 
the Breakers fifth one-run loss of the season.

The game got off to a normal enough start with both teams putting up goose eggs 
in the first inning. PG managed a Rey Avila walk to start the game. Breakers starting 
pitcher Zayne Turner ended the bottom of the inning with a superb pickoff of a base-
runner at second base.

PG’s offense got on track in the second inning, putting up three runs.  Sam Knox 
knocked a one-out low line drive double to left-center field in the second and moved 
to third on a Makai Hayes single. Neemah Shahidi was plunked by a pitch to load the 
bases with two outs. Both Knox and Hayes scored when Avila reached on an error with 
Shahidi moving to third base. He later scored on a wild pitch for a 3-0 PG lead. Turner 
faced three batter once again in the second. He was aided by catcher Knox who threw 
out a runner attempting to steal second.  

The Breakers added four runs in the third inning. Kaleb Shannon led off with a 
single to right. Ryan Bell reached on a fielder’s choice that found Shannon also being 
safe at second. Jack Giammanco singled home Shannon. Knox drew a base on balls. 
Bell, Giammanco, and Knox all scored on errant pitches. PG led 7-0. Turner (with his 
fastball clocked at 74mph) finished his third inning of work with another scoreless frame  
reducing his team leading ERA to 1.33.   He was pulled early due to the commanding 
lead in the game.   He appeared focused on throwing strikes and pitching to contact.    

Shortstop Avila handled the wind well making two difficult catches of squirrely 
pop ups in the second and third innings.

The crooked number for the Junior Breakers in the fourth was a 3. Avila and Turner 
both reached on errors and later scored. Shannon walked, moved to second on a Bell 
single, and came home on a Giammanco double for the third run of the inning.

Aidan Lovera was excellent in relief hurling four innings and not allowing an 
earned run.   Soledad notched two unearned runs off of two PG miscues and a walk. 
PG now led 10-2.

PG cut put nothing across the plate in the fifth or sixth innings. Aiden Quinton and 
Avila had back-to-back singles in the fifth but were left stranded. Bell doubled in the 
sixth but went no further. Meanwhile Lovera retired the Junior Aztecs 1-2-3 in the fifth 
and gave up a lone single in the sixth while keeping Soledad scoreless.

Another run was added to Pacific Grove’s tally in the seventh. Hayes was hit by 
a pitch and brought home on a Quinton single. Pitcher Lovera exited the game with a 
scoreless seventh, putting the finishing touches on it with a strike out.

Kaleb Shannon is looking more comfortable with each at bat as he recovers from 
his injury.   He socked a line drive single into right in the 3rd.   Shannon did a nice 
job at first base today and also had to fight the wind on some foul pop ups near the 
opponent’s dugout.    

On offense,  Breakers batters did a good job attacking first pitch fastballs.

Stand outs include pitchers Turner and Lovera (7 IP, 0 ER), plus-Giammanco,  Bell, 
and Quinton each with multi-hit games to lead the offensive attack.    

PG Stays True to its Mantra

Shortstop Rey Avila loads for a line drive single 
into left field in the top of the 4th inning during an 
11-2 PG JV victory over Soledad. Photo by Jared 
Turner, Monday, May 17, 2021.

Fighting the wind on pop flies was the story of the day
Box Score
Rey Avila 1-4 run BB SB
Zayne Turner run
Kaleb Shannon 1-3 2 runs BB
Ryan Bell 2-4 run 2B
Jack Giammanco 2-3 run 2 RBI 2B
Sam Knox 1-3 2 runs BB 2B
Makai Hayes 1-3 2 runs HBP
Neemah Shahidi run HBP
Aiden Quinton 2-2 RBI

Zayne Turner 3 IP 1H 1BB 2K
Aidan Lovera 4 IP 1H 1BB 2K

PG (7-5, 4-5 in league) hosts San Benito on Wed, 
May 19 at 410pm.
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In partnership with Monterey County Theatre Alliance, the Living History Com-
pany presents:

'William Randolph Hearst'
by Carol Marquart

By popular demand, we are presenting redesigned  presentations of "William 
Randolph Hearst: by Carol Marquart.  

Your choice of three performance dates:

Friday, May 28, 5:30pm
Saturday, May 29, 5:30pm
Sunday, May 30, 2:00pm

Reserve your seat by REGISTERING in advance. After registering, you will receive 
a confirmation email and how to join.

A performance featuring those who knew him best: Catherine Campbell Hearst, 
(daughter-in-law), Phoebe & George Hearst,(mother and father), Julia Morgan (the first 
female architect), Marion Davies (showgirl and mistress) Millicent Hearst, (wife)  and 
others,  including Joseph Pulitzer (New York newspaper wars 'enemy'), Bill Hearst Jr, 
(son) and of course, William Randolph Hearst, the builder of castles, creator of  "yellow 
journalism," and a man  with limitless ambition and wealth.

======================================
Need more information about the play?  please contact Carol Marquart 831-375-

2235
Help with Registration, contact Andrea McDonald
Email: admin@theatremonterey.org
======================================
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WANTED
AD REP

Established Weekly 
Newspaper seeks an
energetic person for 

commission-only
position on our team

• Generous Percentages
• Wide-Open Territory
• Full to Part-Time
• No quotas

Call 831-324-4742

Reopening is coming
June 15, 2021!

Advertise how you’re going
to do it

Call 831-324-4742

Times
Local NEWSpaper for Pacific Grove & the Peninsula
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Bill Cohen

Reasoning 
With God

Bill Cohen is going on a brief hiatus in order to finish his book. We look forward to its 
publication and to his return to our pages 

“I am writing a book, hopefully, finished sometime next month.   I will back to you 
when the book is finished.   Blessings!   Bill”

Homeless in Paradise

Wanda Sue Parrott

let the boondoggle busting begin—Part 2
Which of the two black anthems moves you?

MCTA and Howard Burnham present:  
WILLIAM HOGARTH Artist of his Age

 
5:30 PM Saturday, May 22, 2021 

 
“Seats” still available. Not too late to register! 

   
Written and performed by Howard Burnham.

 Admission is Free but “Seating” is limited. Please  
Register  in advance.

Tying the first anniversary of George 
Floyd’s murder in Minneapolis, Minn. 
to local boondoggle busting might seem 
a stretch. If, however, the metaphor 
“home is where the heart is” qualifies as 
“mindful homelessness” for those whose 
homes lack loving heartfulness, a valid 
definition transcends the Floyd tragedy 
of May 25, 2020.

By becoming a martyr, George Floyd 
attained iconhood for people who’ve 
suffered the painful isolation caused by 
being made to feel like social underdogs, 
as minorities are wont to be.

George Floyd was Black. He was 
arrested for suspicion of trying to pass a 
counterfeit $20 bill. 

During Floyd’s arrest, white police officer Derek Chauvin knelt on Floyd’s neck 
for nine minutes and 29 seconds. 

An autopsy revealed Floyd’s death was a homicide. Chauvin’s trial concluded 
April 20, 2021. He was convicted of second-degree unintentional murder, third-degree 
murder, and second-degree manslaughter. On March 12, 2021, Minneapolis agreed to 
pay $27 million to settle a wrongful death lawsuit brought by Floyd›s family.

Because of Floyd, the slogan “Black Lives Matter” became the New National 
Anthem. This time it might stick longer, stronger and deeper than did its predecessor, 
“Black is Beautiful,” which rose from the ashes of Watts era of 1965-1968, and is still 
true today.

Anthem Number One: “Black is Beautiful”
The Watts Riots of August 1965 produced the slogan that struck terror in whites’ 

hearts, hope in Blacks’ hearts, and curiosity in mine: “Black is Beautiful!”
I slung my Yashica twin lens reflex around my neck, loaded my two-year old son in 

my VW and ignored warnings we might not emerge from Watts. Investigating the truth 
of the new slogan was the best thing I could have done to attain my goal to be a writer. 

From the “Burn Baby Burn” to the “Learn Baby Learn” riots of August 1965, 
I bloomed by photographing teak-skinned kids chalking pink and purple flowers on 
sidewalks, curbs and streets; ebony artists painting gold portraits; mahogany bards 
singing pale green praises to life. Black was, indeed, beautiful!

The gracious creative souls of Watts invited me to be the first white artist-in-resi-
dence at their new storefront Studio Watts Workshop where new friends included James 
Woods, workshop founder, and Ron Karenga, founder of Kwanzaa. 

I was their second aspiring writer named Wanda. Dramatist Wanda Coleman went 
on to became a famous actress and poet. 

Art magazines published my photo stories, giving me a portfolio of published works.
The world’s biggest publisher of Black literature, Johnson Publications of Chi-

cago., Ill.  engaged me as a stringer for two years before they learned I wasn’t Black. 
And then, the Hearst Corporation hired me and I became  the snoopy nosed journalist 
nicknamed “Peeper Parrott” who writes this weekly at age 86. 

Anthem Number Two: “Black Lives Matter”
Last summer, America’s first Youth Poet Laureate, Amanda Gorman, 23, of my 

hometown Los Angeles, appeared at a 
Black Lives Matter rally in Seaside. She 
reminded me of the positive influence the 
Studio Watts Workshop had on youth of 
my generation. Amanda’s self-confidence, 
dignity and poise were later reflected in her 
appearance as the youngest poet to ever ap-
pear in an inaugural day ceremony on Jan. 
20, 2021 following the racist uprisings that 
culminated in the storming of the Capitol 
on Jan. 6. 

I realized that here in Seaside, the 
Black Is Beautiful movement still thrives 
in the spirit of The Village Project where 
not only Black lives matter, the lives of all 
who need help count.

I nominated TVPI as a recipient of 
the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Monterey Peninsula’s monthly Shared Plate 
and am pleased to announce that during the month of June, TVPI will receive half all 
donations received from the church. www.uucmp.org .

This is perfect timing, as June 1 marks the date The Village Project doors will 
open for in person gatherings after more than a year of online workshops, classes and 
therapy sessions.  

 The Village Project
The Village Project, located at 1069 Broadway, Suite 201, Seaside helps sculpt the 

spirits of today’s young people much as The Studio Watts Workshop did when I was 
young by giving them a sense of belonging, self-confidence and conviction that will 
hopefully enable them to transcend the tragic sense of homelessness suffered when 
home is where the heart is not. 

TVPI was founded by Mel and Regina Mason following the 2004 passage of the 
Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) by California voters. It placed a tax on million-
aires in the state to fund special programs so historically under-served and unserved 
communities could access mental health services.

For information, call 831-392-1500 or contact www.villageprojectinc.org , village@
villageproject.org .

While deciding which of the two Black National Anthems is your favorite, may 
this excerpt from Amanda Gorman’s inaugural poem inspire you to give generously:

. . . We the successors of a country and a time
where a skinny Black girl
descended from slaves and raised by a single mother
can dream of becoming president
only to find herself reciting for one
Recent DNA testing revealed I have a West African ancestor. I love both anthems 

equally! 

Credits: Photo from Google Free Images; poetry by Amanda Gorman.

Website property of Great Spirit Publishing. Content copyrighted by Wanda 
Sue Parrott. 
Contribute to website maintenance on the Contact section at 
 http://www.homeless-in-paradise.yolasite.com

“Homeless in Paradise” is a free public service self-funded and produced by 
independent journalist Wanda Sue Parrott that appears on Facebook, Nextdoor, 
Cedar Street Times and private email lists. To be added to the list, contact 831-
899-5887, amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com .
Copyright 2021 by Wanda Sue Parrott.
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Big News Coming
June 15

Call Us at 831-324-4742
to get in on the action

Mask Update
California and Monterey County will keep 

existing mask guidance in place until June 15, when 
it aims to fully reopen the economy. After that, the 
state plans to allow fully-vaccinated Californians to 
go without a mask in most indoor settings. You will 
still have the option to wear a mask if you choose.

Improv
Classes Starting 
June 21!

Are you ready? I hope so, because I am! 
Starting Monday, June 21st, drop-in classes will 
be returning. Class is from 6:30-8pm  ($15).   We 
meet at 205 Montecito Avenue in Monterey. As 
always, all skill levels are welcome. Monterey 
Comedy Improv will also be getting back to live 
shows, hopefully in July. 
Spontaneously Yours, 
Rich

Feline Fridays at SPCA
Veterinary Clinic
SPCA Monterey County’s Veterinary 
Clinic offers affordable, quality spays and 
neuters for all cats, kittens, dogs, puppies, 
and rabbits. Twice a month we also offer 
a special Feline Friday event, which 
offers low cost spays and neuters for 25 
feral cats and 28 friendly owned cats.
The next Feline Friday event takes place 
next Friday, May 28. Feral cats do not 
require appointments. Appointments for 
friendly cats are available now at www.
spcamc.org/vet-clinic.  
The cost is just $35 for owned cats, and 
$25 for feral cats which includes the 
cat’s spay or neuter surgery and rabies 
vaccination. For safety, all feral cats must 
be brought in a humane feral cage. Drop 
off is between 7 and 8 am on Friday, May 
28.  
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Pacific Grove Public Library

Pacific Grove Public Library

No Wipes in the Pipes! 
COVID-19 has caused an uptick in the use of paper towels & disinfect-
ing wipes. This is a friendly reminder to dispose of these items in the 
trash.  These items should never be flushed down the  toilet. 
Unlike toilet paper, when these products are flushed down the toilet, 
they do not break down. As more of these items make their way into the 
City’s Sewer System they collect together and cause clogs in the sewer 
lines. Clogged sewer lines can cause sewage to back-up into the prop-
erty owner’s lateral lines and can result in costly repairs for property 
owners and the City!     
Please only flush toilet paper down the toilet.

Public Works Asks the Public...
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PGHSAA Funds Senior Signs, 
Blankets for the Class of 2021

The Pacific Grove High School Alumni Associ-
ation recently provided $4,200 to cover the costs of 
individual yard signs and blankets with the PGHS 
Breakers logo for the senior Class of 2021.

Yard signs with graduates’ first names and pho-
tographs will be made available to each graduating 
senior to post in front yards to celebrate graduation. 
The red-and-gold blankets can be ordered from the 
Student Store at the high school and will be pack-
aged with a letter from the Alumni Association ex-
plaining what the Association does and how to join.

Graduates and attendees of Pacific Grove High School, as well as those 
who attended any of the district’s public schools, are eligible to join the 
Association; membership forms are available on PGHSAA’s website, www.
pghsaa.org. Annual membership is $25.

The Pacific Grove High School Alumni Association, a 501(c)(3) cor-
poration, was originally formed in 1889 and reactivated in 1962. It raises 
money to make grants to Pacific Grove High School’s programs, and it awards 
scholarships to students each year. For more information about the Pacific 
Grove High School Alumni Association, visit www.pghsaa.org.

Track & Field
Wayne Guffin

Mike Garcia

Breaker Basketball

 Pacific Grove High School Varsity Basketball team pre-
vailed over Carmel High in an impressive 59 to 37 win. PG high has 
won their last two games. Pacific Grove controlled the tip but turned 
it over on a travel violation call. Pacific Grove senior Maximilian 
Podell had an impressive game scoring the team’s first points. PG 
took a 19 to 7 lead after the first quarter. They maintained the lead at 
halftime when they led 39 to 22 over Carmel. PG increased they’re 
margin when they jumped out to a 43 to 26 over Carmel with 4:32 
left in the 3rd quarter. PG continued to lead by a sizable margin 51 
to 30 at the end of the 3rd quarter. In addition to Maximilian Podell 
having an impressive game, senior Reed Samuels, and sophomore 
Dilbar Dhaliwal had impressive outings as well. Pacific Grove led 
throughout most of the game. They were dominant as they won by 
a final score of 59 to 37 over Carmel. Pacific Grove Dan Powers 
said it was a momentum boost that his team has won they’re past 
two games. He said there is room for improvement. He added that 
Carmel is a well-coached team and a talent one as well. Also, he 
was impressed by the performances by seniors Reed Samuels and 
Maximilian Podell. He said they were key contributors to their team 
winning the game, and that they have great experience as they have 
three years of varsity experience. Likewise, he was impressed by 
the play of sophomore Dilbar Dhaliwal. He felt he had a solid game 
as well. 

Pacific Grove Box Score
Lineup AB R H RBI BB SO
Makai Hayes 1 1 1 0 0 0
Ryan Bell 1 1 1 1 1 0
Aiden Quinton 4 1 0 0 0 1
Marshall Pearman 2 2 0 0 2 0
Aidan Lovera 1 0 0 1 1 0
Kaleb Shannon 0 1 0 0 1 0
Sean Overstreet 3 0 0 0 0 1
Isaac Overstreet 2 0 0 1 0 0
Zayne Turner 1 0 0 1 0 0
Neemah Shahidi 1 0 0 0 2 1
Jack Giammanco 0 0 0 0 1 0
Malachi Duncan 4 0 0 0 0 2
Justice Booker 3 1 1 0 0 0
Rey Avila - - - - - -
Totals 23 7 3 4 8 5
TB: Ryan Bell, Justice Booker, Makai Hayes
RBI: Zayne Turner, Ryan Bell, Aidan Lovera, Isaac Overstreet
SAC: Sean Overstreet
SF: Isaac Overstreet
ROE: Sean Overstreet, Marshall Pearman 2, Aiden Quinton 2
FC: Malachi Duncan, Aiden Quinton
HBP: Makai Hayes, Aidan Lovera
SB: Ryan Bell, Marshall Pearman, Neemah Shahidi

Pacific Grove High Men’s Varsity Basketball prevails over 
Carmel High School

Sorry Steve
 We all knew it would happen someday, but to be obliterated like that...? 
 When I first started running for the Breakers as a freshman on the Cross 

Country team in the Fall of 1971, the school record in the 2-Mile was 10:19.8, set the 
previous spring by then sophomore Richard Barraza. The 2-Mile was relatively new 
to California high schools, just having been added to the order of events in 1965. By 
the time RB graduated in ’73, he had twice won the MTAL Cross Country crown, 
placed 3rd in the ’72 CCS XC Championships, Small Schools Division, and in the 
spring of ’73, came back from an injury, ran one workout on the track and proceed-
ed to win the MTAL 2-Mile title. Somewhere along the line he lowered his school 
record to 9:52.5, since converted to 9:49.1 for 3200 Meters. In 1975, Phillip Ad-
ams, fresh off his race-of-a-lifetime at the ’74 CCS XC Championships (see “Cross 
Country’s Greatest Day,” Dec. 6, 2019 issue), lowered the school record to 9:43.8 
(9:40.4 meters). The next fall, at a National Postal 2-Mile held at West Valley Col-
lege, Saratoga, Steve Rumrill, Steve Watkins, and Tim Minor all crossed the finish 
line together in 9:32.5. But as that race took place during cross country season those 
marks were never considered to be school track records. I can see arguments on both 
sides of the fence on that. During the ’76 track season, Watkins ran a 9:33.0 (9:29.6 
meters), Minor 9:32.8 (9:29.4), and on a hot day on Gonzales High’s slow dirt track, 
Rumrill won the MTAL 2-Mile in 9:32.2 (9:28.8). In 2018, Henry Loh ran the 3200 
Meters in 9:48.05 to nudge Barraza off the top 5 list in a bittersweet moment, com-
ing as it did just three months after RB’s untimely passing in an auto accident. You 
left us far too soon, dear friend. Far too soon.
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We’ ll reopen 
June 1

Advertise how 
you plan to
celebrate!

Call 831-324-4742
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By Gary Baley

Amid calls for more stringent research 
into the origins of the Covid-10 pandemic 
by scientists around the world, there is in-
creasing evidence that the Covid-19 virus 
had escaped from research at the Chinese 
Wuhan Institute of Virology funded by the 
United States through organizations at the 
time controlled by Presidential Advisor 
Dr. Andrew Fauci and colleague Peter 
Daszak who has ties to several Chinese 
scientific organizations including the 
Wuhan Institute.  

According to Newsweek May 26, 
2021, the U.S. National Institute for Aller-
gy and Infectious Diseases, the organiza-
tion led by Dr. Fauci, had funded scientists 
at the Wuhan Institute of Virology and oth-
er institutions for work on coronaviruses 
to the tune of over $7 million.

Former New York Times Science 
Reporter Donald McNeil Jr. has taken an 
about-face on the possibility that the virus 
escaped from the Wuhan lab. Originally, 
he and most reporters in the mainstream 
media were dismissive of the possibility 
because the theory had “migrated back to 
the far right where it had started” accord-
ing to McNeil. Early on both Trump and 
Secretary of State Pompeo had blamed 
China for the pandemic; and the main-
stream media was loath to give either any 
credibility. However, now in his about-
face McNeil says China is acting like they 
have something to hide.

In a November opinion letter to the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences (PNAS), David A Relman, Pro-
fessor at the  Stanford University School 
of Medicine  writes:“We find ourselves ten 
months into one of the most catastrophic 
global health events of our lifetime and, 
disturbingly, we still do not know how 
it began. What’s even more troubling is 
that despite the critical importance of this 
question, efforts to investigate the origins 
… have become mired in politics, poorly 
supported assumptions and assertions, and 
incomplete information.” He goes on to 
say the “origin story” is missing many key 
details, including surprisingly, the place, 
time, and mechanism of transmission of 
the first human infection. “Even though a 
definitive answer may not be forthcoming, 
and even though an objective analysis 
requires addressing some uncomfortable 
possibilities, it is crucial that we pursue 
this question. Preventing the next pandem-
ic depends on understanding the origins 
of this one.”

Washington Post Science Reporter 
Josh Rogin blasts the media for ignoring 
Dr. Fauci’s connection to the Chinese Wu-
han Institute of Virology: “What all these 

science journalists won’t admit is they got 
taken in by their best scientist sources, who 
misled them on purpose.”

Saagar Enjeti co-host of  Rising, 
the daily news and opinion web series 
of Washington D.C. political newspaper  
The Hill, claims that the mainstream 
media bias against Trump enabled highly 
complicit individuals to avoid press scru-
tiny which should have been employed if 
journalists were doing their job instead of 
just believing what they were told.

“They were only able to make it 
through almost the entire pandemic with-
out facing questions about their complicity 
only because of a coverup by the Chinese 
government, the U.S. Public Health estab-
lishment that had millions of dollars on 
the line and a coverup by the mainstream 

media” Enjeti said.  
On 3 June 2020, The  Telegraph  

reported Richard Dearlove’s belief that 
Covid-19 was man made. On 9 June an 
article headlined  Ignore the conspiracy 
theories: Scientists know Covid-19 wasn’t 
created in a lab  appeared in The Guardian, 
which ignored Daszak’s relationship with 
Zhengli Shi, director at the Wuhan Insti-
tute of Virology.

The media, not wanting to give any 
credence to the Trump administration, 
announced that the lab-leak idea was not 
only untrue, but itself a conspiracy theory, 
part of some “anti-Asian campaign”. Thus, 
the New York Times and others ran with 
the phrase “debunked” to refer to it.  

But now we know better.  

U.S. intelligence agency sources indi-
cate that three individuals from the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology were hospitalized in 
November 2019 with symptoms consistent 
with Covid-19—a month before the Chi-
nese government officially announced the 
outbreak in the city of Wuhan.  

But perhaps more striking is lack of 
evidence for the competing theory of the 
emergence of the virus—that it originated 
in bats then jumped to some other animal 
species which was sold at the Wuhan 
Wet Market and consumed by humans. 
Eighteen months after the viral outbreak, 
thousands of animals have been tested to 
identify the host species, but none have 
been found.

Gary Baley

Fauci under Fire

If you love to read and have a weekend to spare, I urge you to pick up  
Dovetails for the Disenchanted by Pacific Grove’s own Patricia Purwin 
(pen name Clarissa Bell).   I  suggest a weekend because the book is so 
compelling that you won’t be able to put it down. It is a love story and a 
mystery tale continuing the adventures of the Spring Fed Lake family “as 
they take their final bows in the series”...or is it...?
My feeling is that “Clarissa” should be on the must read list.   To those   
familiar with the Grove it offers a taste of home, but, like Steinbeck’s tales, I 
think it could be read and enjoyed by everyone.   There is something for all, 
romance, murder,cats, dog, and birds.   The illustrations by Keith Larson are 
wonderful...Jane Roland.

Jane Rolabd

Book Review
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Famous Persons at Robert Down school

Jackie Robinson

Far left: Margaret Wentworth Owings

Orville Wright

Below, far left Eleanor Roosevelt

Below, right: Sir Francis Drake

Each year, fourth graders at Robert Down School choose a famous person, read up on him/her, and then dress the part and prepare to talk about him/her.. This year, ow-
ing to the restrictions as part of the pandemic, students did the research at home and then sent  pictures to their teacher, Karen Levy. Too bad parents and others couldn’t go 
to the school and learn about the characters.
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Stan Lee

Princess Diana

Famous Persons at Robert Down school
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Photos by John Cross

PG Overcomes Carmel


